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The Seminole Hard Rock Cafe Hotel and Casino will be a Broward County landmark when it opens in 2002, below. 
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Appeals Court Grills Lawyers 


“It’s a classic case,” Orlovsky said of the lawsuit 
which was dismissed by Broward Circuit Judge Leonard 
Fleet, and appealed by the Tribe. “Factually, it’s a case of first 
impression.” 

Orlovsky and his counterpart for the Times, Alison 
Steele, were pressed by each of the three judges in the tribu- 
nal, but especially Judge Robert Gross, who repeatedly asked 
for a precedent to help the court decide when a news organi- 
zation had gone too far in its pursuit of information. 

“I have been unable to find any case anywhere in 
this country, Britain, France or Australia,” said Judge Gross. 

“Tell me the facts of your best case that is 
remotely (relevant).” 

Orlovsky replied: “My best case is 
this one.” 

However, other high news media 
cases were invoked, and some curious 
hypothetical were posed by the judges. 

What if, wondered Judge Mathew 
Stevenson, the defendants were not the 
Times but Donald Trump trying to get 
advantageous business information on 
Seminole casinos to help him make his 
Atlantic City operation more profitable? 

Steele answered: “This case does- 
n’t involve a competiton ... it simply 
involves the interest of reporting informa- 
tion to the public.” 

But it was not clear if Stevenson, 
or presiding Judge John Dell, were buying 
that argument. Answering Steele’s state- 
ment that the Tribe’s suit, if affirmed, 
would mean that “a journalist can never ask 
for backup information of what a source 
says,” Stevenson noted a distinction, “The 
reporter here says even if it’s confidential, 
get them for me anyway. It’s asking the 
employee to do something not in the best 
interest of the employer.” 

The judge was referring to a now- 
notorious letter written on Times stationery 
by former Times reporter Brad Goldstein to 
Patricia Diamond, the assistant to 
Chairman James Billie. The letter, sent to 

See LAWYERS, page 12 

Murder Victim Found In Big Cypress Canal 

By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The body of an unidentified female 
was discovered floating in a canal off Molly Pritchard Road on the 
Big Cypress Reservation by Water Resource Management employ- 
ees on Jan. 10. 

Seminole Police Chief Tom Hernan told to the Tribune the 
woman was the victim of “obvious foul play,” and Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement crime scene experts were called 
onto the Reservation to conduct an investigation. Hernan said the 
body was that of an “unidentified white female.” 

At press time, no further information had been released. 

Police are still seeking to identify the victim, who Hernan estimat- 
ed to be in her late 30s to early 40s. 

See BODY page 12 CRIME SCENE: Blood found on shore near body. 



Only Native Touchdown in Div. 1 ThjsSeason 

Seminole Ivan Billie Scores 


By John Harjo and Brent Cahwee 

LEXINGTON, Ky. 
Seminole Indian Ivan Jared Billie had 
his “coming out party,” a few months 
ago. It was in the fourth quarter 
against the University of Kentucky 
football team. 

A red- shirt 
sophomore special 
teams player with the 
Mississippi State 
Bulldogs, Ivan unex- 
pectedly took the field 
in the fourth quarter 
against Kentucky in a 
Southeastern 
Conference showdown, u 
This was the moment p 
Ivan had been waiting z 
for his entire life. The 
Bulldogs’ starting 
defensive end had gone 
down with an ankle 
injury and the coach had given the 
nod to Ivan. 

The game was on the line. 

Kentucky coaches saw the 
new guy on the field. Figured he 


might be a weak link. Pretty soon 
every play was directed his way. But 
Ivan (6-3, 240-pounds) stood up to 
the attack, responding with four tack- 
les, one sack and numerous hurries 
during his one quarter of play. 

With 13:21 left 
on the fourth quarter 
clock, Mississippi State 
safety Josh Morgan 
slammed into Kentucky 
quarterback Jared 
Lorenzen and the ball 
shook loose, bounding 
from the 38 to the 
Kentucky 25 -yard line. 

Alertly, Ivan 
Billie scooped up the 
fumble and ran for a 
touchdown - the only 
American Indian player 
to score a touchdown in 
Division 1 college ball 
the entire 2000 season. The Bulldogs 
won the game 35-17 and Ivan was 
named Defensive Player of the Game. 

See IVAN BILLIE, page 10 



Ivan (81) is TD bound. 


* Seminole Tribe Vs. St. Petersburg Times 

By Charles Flowers 

WEST PALM BEACH — It wasn’t Watergate or 
the Pentagon Papers, but judges asked lawyers for the 
Seminole Tribe and the St. Petersburg Times to find a parallel 
in U.S. law. 

Donald Orlovsky, representing the Tribe in its three- 
year old suit against the newspaper, wasn’t sure if there is 
one. 


Tribe Breaks Ground 
On Hard Rock Casino 



By Dan McDonald 

HOLLYWOOD — “We’re getting fancy and calling it a casino, but essentially it’s 
just another bingo hall,” Seminole Tribal Chairman James E. Billie said with classical under- 
statement before he and other officials turned a symbolic shovel of dirt on a $300 million 
Hard Rock Cafe casino, hotel and entertainment complex Jan. 8. 

The construction project, the most ambitious in the Tribe’s 44-year history, will 
result in a 17-story, 750-room hotel, 
a health spa, lakeside beach club 
with a three-acre pool, shopping 
mall, water slides, poolside bar and 
a 1 ,000-seat Hard Rock Live enter- 
tainment venue which will feature 
national musical acts. 

Completion date for the 
project, located on approximately 
1 00 acres on the northern edge of 
the Hollywood Reservation, is 
expected within 20 months. But, 

Tribal and government officials are 
already beaming about the econom- 
ic impact this project will have on 
the community. 

“This facility will offer 
gaming facilities, live music, shops, 
and restaurants,” said Joe Weinberg, 
principal of the Cordish Company, 
the Baltimore, Md., based develop- 
ment firm contracted to bring the 
plans to fruition. “It will become a 
tremendous attraction for all of 
south Florida. 

“This project will employ 


See CASINO, page!6 


Tribal officials shovel first dirt on project. 



Seminole Festival Season Is Here 


By Libby Blake 

SEMINOLE COUNTRY - 

Seminole Country is gearing up for the start 
of its annual festival season. 

The activities begin with the 3rd 
Annual Kissimmee Slough Shoot-Out and 
Rendezvous Feb. 3 - 4 at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum complex on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. Living history camps, archery 
contests, arts and crafts, traditional dancing, 
and a live-action battle reenactment highlight 
the history of the Seminole 
Indians throughout the 
weekend event. 

The following 
week brings events to the 
Hollywood Reservation for 
the 30th Annual 
Seminole Tribal Festival 
Pow-Wow and Rodeo, 
which opens Feb. 8. 

Crowd favorites, Aztec 
Fire Dancers and the 
Blackhawk Blues Band, 
will grace the stage again 
this year with performanc- 
es throughout the four-day 
festival. 

Live alligator, 
snake, and panther shows 
will be presented daily 
along with genuine 


Seminole arts and crafts. The Tribe’s own 
native daughter and singing diva Paula 
Bowers will also perform during the event. 

Professional rodeo, sanctioned by the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
(PRC A) and the Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association (WPRA), comes to the Bill 
Osceola Memorial Arena Feb. 9 - 10 with two 
performances on Friday and finals on 
Saturday night. 

See FESTIVAL, page 12 


Chief Plays Tampa Theatre 

TAMPA — Songwriter, storyteller and Seminole 
Indian Chief Jim Billie will team up with children’s artist 
Shana Banana on Wednesday, January 24th for a free Super 
Bowl week “super” family concert at Tampa Theatre. 

The concert will be videotaped live for Chief 
Billie’s long-awaited DVD. It is also the kickoff event for the 
Tribe’s Discover Native America (DNA) festival which ends 
with an American Indian powwow and music festioval 
March 3 and 4 at the Eckerd College campus. 

Chief Billie will present his unique musical tales of 
life in the Big Cypress swamp, backed up for two complete 
shows (8 and 10 p.m.) by his own five-piece band, led by 
guitarist Raiford Starke. His Sound of America Record 
(SOAR) release, “Alligator Tales,” won three Native 
American Music Award Nammy’s in 1999. 

Shana Banana (Eckerd College graduate Shana 
Smith) will open the Tampa Theatre show at 6:30 p.m. on 

See TAMPA, page 16 
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Ivan Billie 

Continued from page 1 

The Bulldogs finished their third straight 
eight-plus wins season in a row, (8-4 overall and a 
22nd ranking in the USA TODAY poll) which includ- 
ed a stunning 47-35 upset of unbeaten Florida. This 
season marks the fourth time in nine years that the 
Mississippi State Bulldogs have finished among the 
top 25 in college at the end of the season. 

Now a standout and sure to be a starter on 
next year’s Bulldog defensive squad, Ivan has the 
photograph of that fumble recovery TD on the wall of 
his refrigerator as a reminder of what he came to col- 
lege to accomplish. 

Born in Hollywood, Ivan is the son of Susan 
Billie and the grandson of Sally Billie. Ivan grew up 
in Hollywood, but left the Seminole reservation for 
the Choctaw Reserve in Philadelphia, Mississippi, to 
better his chances of getting a major college scholar- 
ship. 

At the age of 17 he, with the help of sports 
hero Moses Jumper Jr. from the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and Barry Jim from the Mississippi Tribe of 
Choctaw Indians, he left Florida for Mississippi. 

While a student at Choctaw Central, Ivan 
became one of the greatest athletes in school history. 
Basketball was actually his better sport; he did not 
start playing football until later in his high school 
athletic career. He was an All- State selection in both 
football and basketball as a senior. He also played in 
both Mississippi All-State games for football and bas- 
ketball, and added a State Championship title to his 
basketball resume. No one else in Choctaw Central’s 
History has ever accomplished this feat. Ivan’s GPA 
also totaled above a 3.0. 

While growing up in Florida his 
Grandmother was the main influence for him to con- 
tinue with his educational and athletic careers. Ivan 
says, “I looked up to my grandma. She probably had 


the most influence on my life when I was growing 
up.” He said his mother did too. Both encouraged 
him to stay on the straight and narrow, or as Ivan 
stated, “the right road.” 

He credits Moses Jumper for helping show 
him the athletic ropes when he was younger. “Moses 
molded me into being a good athlete, and showed me 
the ropes,” says Ivan, “Bo Young showed me the 
basics of football and basketball when I was growing 
up, and Gloria Wilson helped keep me on the right 
path as well.” 

Ivan lists (retired Chicago Bull Basketball 
legend) Michael Jordan, (Baltimore Ravens line- 
backer) Ray Lewis and (Miami Dolphins defensive 
lineman) Jason Taylor as his idols: “I like Mike 
(Jordan) because of the confidence he played with 
and for what he was able to do when he played.” As 
for Lewis and Taylor, he would like to emulate their 
relentless style of play: “I look at them and see what I 
can do.” 

Looking toward his junior year, Ivan pre- 
dicts, “I know I’ll have to work harder to get some 
playing time at defensive end, but I am aiming for the 
number one spot.” 

After that, Ivan eventually wants to pursue a 
National Football League (NFL) career with 
Jacksonville, Tampa Bay, or Miami then he wants to 
return to Hollywood “to help the Florida Seminoles 
in any way I can. I want to be a positive influence on 
kids down there.” 

Ivan has a message to convey to Native kids. 
“Work hard at what you do. Don’t let things you 
have no control over bring you down. There will 
always be hard times, but you need to stay positive at 
all times. Listen to your parents; I thought I knew 
everything when I was younger. Your parents and 
other elders know a great deal more than you think 
you know.” 

— John Harjo and Brent Cah\wee are 
founders of www.ndnsports.com — a website dedi- 
cated to American Indian athletes. 


Gibby Bowers Memorial Bowling 
Tournament Held In Hollywood 


By B. Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — Friends and family 
remembered a young gentleman, who passed on this 
past August, at a bowling tournament held in his 
honor Dec 17. 

Mary and Eugene Bowers, parents of late 
Gilbert “Gibby” Bowers - hosted the first annual 
Memorial Bowling Tournament in honor of their son. 
Gibby was a wonderful young man who lost his bat- 
tle to overcome a terminal illness on Aug. 17, 2000 
in Hollywood. He had many friends, and he and his 
family have always been highly respected by all who 
know them. Tribal members, friends, and community 
members numbered many, and literally took over 
three-fourths of the bowling alley for the tournament. 

Mary and Eugene coordinated the event and 
had food catered by University Lanes Bowling Alley 
on University Drive in West Hollywood. A delicious 
spread of ribs with all the fixins’, soft drinks and 
desserts were a provided for the hundreds of players 
and spectators who came to support the family and 
enjoy an afternoon of bowling competition. There 
were four games played between ten teams, yielding 
20 happy winners. Cindy Osceola of Hollywood, one 
of the winners, went home with a brand new bowling 
ball. She was heard declining the offer of several 
friends, who were prepared to take the ball off her 



Mary and Eugene Bowers hand out prizes. 


hands for her. Right. 

The overwhelming support generated for the 
family has prompted them to make the tournament a 
yearly event in memory of their son. Mary and 
Eugene reported they appreciated the outpouring of 
love and support for their son, and for the prayers and 
encouragement from well-wishers who have helped 
them through a terrible time in their lives. They send 
their thanks and appreciation to all who came and 
participated in the tournament and hope next year’s 
memorial event will be even better. 
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Water Use Restrictions In Effect 
Throughout Seminole Country 


Water A Never- 
Ending Problem 

By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Water is Mother Nature’s 
way of keeping ranchers and farmers in line. Either 
there’s too much or there’s not enough. Currently, 
we’re facing the latter. 

Pastures are as dry as a tinder box, and with 
this type of dryness we could face the worst brush 
fires since 1996, when it seemed all of South and 
Central Florida were burning. In addition, Lake 
Okeechobee is at the lowest level it has been in over 
20 years. 

President Mitchell Cypress and the Board 
members have started taking measures to rectify the 
situation of dry water tanks and holding ponds for 
Seminole cattle owners. Workers are enlarging existing 
water tanks to increase capacity and digging a few 
more where deemed necessary to avert future prob- 
lems. 

Archie Johns at the Brighton Reservation is 
keeping his backhoe hopping and says he can walk his 
machine wherever he needs to dig. 

“This is the driest I can ever remember,” 

Johns said, adding he is traveling with his machine in 
places he’s never been able to dig. “It’s just dry every- 
where. But, it’s giving us an opportunity to get to 
some out of the places we couldn’t reach before. 

“We’ll take advantage of the dryness and 
we’ll dig ponds and water holding tanks while we can 
and where we can.” 

Alex Johns, Brighton Board Representative, 
leased another machine to help make sure they get all 
the existing cattle water holes re-dug and cleaned out 
and new ones dug. 

“You make the best of the hand you’re dealt,” 
Johns said. “Right now, we need water for our cattle, 
and we have the opportunity to enlarge and clean out 
old water holes and dig new ones to help rectify the 
problems we are facing now, and be in better shape to 


By Tommy Benn 

SEMINOLE COUNTRY — Don Robertson, 
Director of Natural Resources for the Tribe, recently 
went on a bull-buying spree. Robertson considered 
several factors when purchasing the herd bulls. In an 
effort to meet the standards the Board set to keep the 
Tribe’s calf crop at premium price value, Robertson 
purchased Black Brangus Bulls. 

Robertson added a total of 1 67 bulls to the 



Tribe using dry conditions to dig more water holes. 


face them in the future in case they reappear.” 

The Brighton Community hasn’t had any 
rainfall of any significance since September 3, 2000. 
And the chances of receiving any in the near future 
don’t look too bright. 


Board’s Cattle Program. The black bulls came from 
the Steiner, Mound Creek, and Flying B ranches in 
Texas. He also added another 21 bulls purchased from 
Cow Creek ranch owner Willard Sharpe. 

“The Cow Creek bulls have basically the 
same genetic breeding as the Newsman bloodline we 
have been breeding to for the last few years. The Cow 
Creek bulls will add a little twist into the blood of the 
Parker Island cattle. These bulls will improve mar- 
ketability of the calf crop, getting 
them more in line with the other 
Tribal cattle programs,” said 
Robertson. 

The bulls were put out to 
pasture the last week in December 
and first week in January. They 
will stay with the cows for 90 to 
120 days, ensuring the covering of 
the cows. 

The cattle market has been 
extremely favorable over the past 
year, and all indications show the 
market should stay in an upward 
trend with steadily higher prices on 
the better calves. 


SEMINOLE COUNTRY — At 12:01 
a.m. Jan 17, Phase II water use restrictions went 
into effect, for residential use for the entire lower 
east coast. The rules apply regardless of water 
source (well, canal, pond, lake) but not to low- vol- 
ume irrigation equipment where water is delivered 
to the root area of the plant. 

Landscape irrigation is allowed two days 
per week between 4 
a.m. and 8 a.m. Odd 
number houses may 
water on 
Wednesdays and 
Saturdays only; 
even and unnum- 
bered houses may 
water on Thursdays 
and Sundays only. 

You may 
also water by hand 
between 5 p.m. and 
7 p.m. on your des- 
ignated days if you 
use only one hose 
and an automatic 
shutoff nozzle. New 
plantings (less than 
30 days old) may be 
watered Monday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday and 
Friday from 2 a.m. 
to 8 a.m. 

Residential 
car, boat and equip- 
ment washing is 
allowed from 4 a.m. 
to 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on your 
landscape watering 
days. Wash water 
must soak into the 
ground, not run off 
the pavement, and 
be done with a hose 
with an automatic 
shut-off nozzle. 

Rinsing and flush- 
ing of boats after 
saltwater use is 
allowed once per 
day for 1 5 minutes 
per boat. 

Low vol- 
ume pressure clean- 
ing equipment may 
be used to clean 
any surface or 
structure. 

Live-aboard boats may be washed accord- 
ing to the landscape watering schedule. 

Swimming pools may be filled. They must 
be drained to an unpaved surface. 

The same restrictions still apply to residen- 
tial users on the Big Cypress and Immokalee 
Reservations as they have since the end of 
November 2000. 


Agricultural users are operating under spe- 
cial conditions that are a result of negotiations 
between the Water Resource Management 
Department and the South Florida Water 
Management District. 

Please be aware that further restrictions 
may be issued if the drought continues, so it is in all 
of our interest to conserve water now. 


If you have any questions, please to call 
the Water Resource Management Department: 

Hollywood office: (954) 967-3402, Brighton Field 
office: (863) 763-4128, Big Cypress Field office: 

(863) 983-2157. 



New batch of Black Brangus bulls from Texas head for greener pasture. 


Whole Lotta Bull Heading Home 
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Map shows water restrictions for South Florida. 
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Lawyers 

Continued from page 1 

Diamond’s home, asked her to provide Goldstein with 
confidential information. The letter was quoted so often 
it may represent the core of the case. Orlovsky said in 
his brief that the letter showed “a course of conduct 
apparently designed to hound, harass, intimidate and 
frighten tribal officials ...” 

Steele said the Seminole Tribe’s position that 
the newsgathering constituted “tortious interference 
with a business relationship” was groundless. 

“The Tribe alleges that (the reporters solicited) 
confidential information. What information are they 
talking about. They’re going to have to prove that the 
information is confidential. If it’s not, how can it be 
stolen?” 

Later, she added: “The Tribe either wants to 
find out who talked to the Times, or it knows and does- 
n’t want to say.” 

The court asked Orlovsky to specify damage 
done to the Tribe by the Times ’ clandestine reporting 
methods. The lawyer replied that the reporters inter- 
fered with and adversely affected a Central Florida real 
estate deal. 

Orlovsky said in his brief that, “Although the 
Seminole Tribe readily admits that there does not 


appear tobe any other case in the State of Florida in 
which these specific facts have formed the basis of a 
claim for tortious interference... the elements of the tort 
fit. . .so as to permit the Seminole Tribe to continue 
with discovery and go forward in attempting to prove 
up its claim at trial.” 

The closest lawsuit Orlovsky could find to this 
one was not cited in Orlovsky’s brief. It is the recent 
Food Lion v. Capital Cities Communication in which 
television news reporters masqueraded as meat cutters 
to expose what they called improper food handling 
practices by the grocery chain. A $500,000 verdict 
against the television network was reversed on appeal. 

By the way, the difference between this case 
and Watergate, according to Orlovsky, was “Deep 
Throat (the anonymous informant in Watergate) was 
not asked, as far as we know, ‘You’re the chief’s secre- 
tary. You can go in and steal documents for us.’ ” 

And in the “Pentagon Papers” case, Daniel 
Ellsberg, a government employee with what Orlovsky 
called deep-seeded feelings against the Vietnam war 
took it upon himself to turn over to the press docu- 
ments which. . .he voluntarily took without any solicita- 
tion on the part of the press forever.” 

After hearing 20-minute oral arguments from 
Orlovsky and Steele, and a brief rebuttal, the judges 
retired to deliberate a verdict. 


Seminoles Host 
GRAMMY Meeting 

HOLLYWOOD — The Florida 
Chapter of the Recording Academy will host 
a reception and panel discussion entitled The 
State of Native American Music at the 
Seminole Okalee Village, Thursday Jan. 25, 
in recognition of the establishment of the new 
Native American Music GRAMMY category. 

The event will feature Native 
American art, music and dance and a discus- 
sion exploring the current state of Native 
American music and future of this vibrant 
musical genre. Performances will include 
Native American flute player Carlos Nakai, 
Latin GRAMMY Nominee Nestor Torres, 
Sound Of America Records (SOAR) artists 
Tiger Tiger, Native American flute player 
Sonny Nevaquaya and Native American 
dancers. 

Performances will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by a Recording Academy informa- 
tion session and the panel presentation. 
Panelists will include Torres, Nakai, Tom Bee 
(President of SOAR), and Ellen Bello 
(President of the Native American Music 
Association). Neil Crilly, Executive Director 
of the Florida Chapter of the Recording 
Academy, will also make comments. The 
event is hosted by Chief Jim Billie and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and also supported 
by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation. 

The National Academy of Recording 
Arts & Sciences, Inc. (the Recording 
Academy) is a non-profit organization of 
more than 17,000 musicians, producers, and 
other recording professionals. The Recording 
Academy is also responsible for numerous 
groundbreaking outreach programs involving 
education, human services and cultural 
enrichment. 


Body 

Continued from page 1 


The body was discovered at approximately 9:30 a.m., 
when the two Water Resource employees reported to work on Jan 
10, for a regular work detail. 

They were proceeding to an excavating machine parked 
further down the canal from where the body was found. One 
employee, who asked to remain anonymous, stated that as soon as 
they turned onto the small road that runs parallel to the E-2 Canal, 
they noticed a body lying face down in the small canal just off the 
bank. They also saw blood on the road. 

They immediately backed up and left the scene to report 
it to the local Seminole Law Enforcement office. One of the 
employees reported that the body appeared to be a white male and 
was not there the day before when they drove by for the same 
work detail the previous morning. 

The Seminole Department of Law Enforcement states 
that the matter is currently under investigation and no information 
is being made public at this time. 


Festival 

Continued from page 1 

The festivities continue on the Brighton Reservation 
Feb. 16-18 with the 63rd Annual Seminole Indian Arts and 
Crafts Festival. Dancers, clothing contests, drummers, carnival 
rides, and traditional foods highlight the event also known local- 
ly as Brighton Field Days. 

PRCA and WPRA will haul their stock to the Fred 
Smith Arena for two performances on Friday and Saturday night. 

With Immokalee’s annual rodeo and festival suspended 
this year, the Tribal festival season skips a week and moves to St. 
Petersburg for the Discover Native America 2001 Powwow and 
Music Festival at the Eckerd College campus, March 3-4. 
Singers Buffy Sainte-Marie and Ulali will headline the event, 
along with native dancers and drummers competing for $15,000 
in powwow prize money. 

Complete schedules for all events will be in the next 
issue of the Seminole Tribune. For more information on the 
Slough Shoot-Out call (863) 902-1113 or (954) 792-0745; for the 
Hollywood Powwow call (954) 966-6300 ext. 1303; for the 
Brighton Arts and Crafts Festival call (863) 763-4128, for DNA, 
try (800) 535-2228.. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 

Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 

Anthony T, Tony H Sea lose 



As a Native American, 1 respect your special 
needs and concerns* If you or a family member 
have been injured, please call for a free, 
confidential consultation* No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect your legal 
rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
( 954 ) 436-6200 

499 N. W. 70th Street, Plantation, Florida 3331 7 

Tilt 1 hiring of h Lawyer is ail important decision that should uot be 
based solely upon advertise men is. Before you decide, ask us lo send 
you free written information about our qualifications aud experience. 



New Year Savings At Eddie Accardi 



\%A H Vf 441 South / 

*57-0500 

fc*. ptri.i 3£J-iwn f/il ^ '*'* ** £ uSw a (3 

MviiSJrfo- fWCWS ■ JXXP J EU&H 

SAP CREDIT, DIVORCE, ILLNESS, BANKRUPTCY 

WE Can help re-establish you a credit; 
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Indian Country News 



IAC’s Ardell Ruiz, Ricahard Bowers and Russell Zephier (1-r) accept stock certificate from Tom Burch. 


Board Members Link l AC With Wet Blade 


By Dan McDonald 

WILKESBORO, N.C. — Cementing a tie 
between the Burch Wet Blade vegetation manage- 
ment system and Indian lands across the country, 
officials of the Intertribal Agricultural Council (IAC) 
visited Burch Company headquarters Dec. 27. 

The IAC delegation included President and 
Seminole Tribal citizen Richard Bowers, Ardell 
Ruiz, a board member and President of the IAC’s 
development corporation, and Russell Zephier, IAC 
secretary. 

The mission of the IAC is to increase the 
stability and profitability of Indian agricultural land. 
Together, Indian lands account for 96 million acres. 
If these lands were contiguous, they would form the 
fourth largest state in the country. The 64 IAC tribal 
members control 80 percent of this total, and 48 mil- 
lion acres are dedicated for agricultural use - most 
in pasture land. 

“The pasture land is where the Wet Blade 
will have the largest impact,” Bowers, a Big Cypress 
cattleman, says. “The entire country is having trou- 
ble with weeds that just can’t be controlled. The Wet 
Blade offers a method of control that didn’t exist 
before. 

“That’s why we think it’s important that the 
IAC and the Burch Company form a relationship. 
We’re going to need the Wet Blade. We might as 
well own a part of the company and profit from the 
connection.” 

Bowers was able to see first hand how 
effective the Wet Blade is in dealing with weeds 
when Burch Company officials treated a test plot for 
smut grass, an invasive weed that is quickly taking 
over Florida pasture land. 

“We have 8,000 acres of smut grass right 
now on our reservation,” Bowers said. “The cattle 
won’t eat it, and we couldn’t control it. Now, with 
the Wet Blade, we’re getting the control. I’m going 
to use the Wet Blade on my own pasture in the 
spring. 

“That’s what I wanted to let the IAC see. 


This machine is effective and since everyone in the 
agricultural field will need to use it, we might as 
well profit from using it. I think this will be a good 
association for everyone.” 

The Wet Blade is a rotary mower blade 
designed to carry a bead of fluid on the cutting edge. 
As the blade cuts vegetation, a drop of herbicide is 
placed on the stem of the cut plant. The plant’s natu- 
ral reaction to being cut is to draw its fluids into the 
roots. As this is being done, the herbicide is also 
sucked into the roots, quickly destroying the plant. 
Using the Wet Blade, land managers have had great 
success in treating a host of invasive species that 
have defied conventional control. 

The Seminole Tribe has become a major 
investor in the Burch Company. Bowers wants the 
IAC to form a similar alliance. At the group’s next 
board meeting later this month, the IAC will decide 
to increase its connection to the Burch Company. 

“We think this is a perfect partnership,” 
Tom Burch, the inventor of the Wet Blade said. 

“The Indians were the original stewards of the land 
and the Wet Blade is the perfect device to help 
reclaim land in an ecologically sensitive way. 

“It would be the perfect that the Indian 
tribes benefit from this system. It will help them 
improve their pasture and land and - as investors — 
they’ll be reaping a financial reward as well.” 

To show his support of the IAC, Burch 
donated 2,000 shares of stock to the group. After 
presenting the gift, Burch gave the three men a tour 
of the Burch Company factory where they saw the 
equipment being tested and manufactured. 

“It was very impressive,” Bowers said. “It’s 
one thing to hear a person talking about having a 
great machine, or a great invention. It’s another to 
come and actually see the equipment being made. It 
makes it all real. I think everyone left with a much 
better impression about the Wet Blade. I think it’s 
going to help the land, and we should be a part of 
it.” 


Indian Casino For Oakland? 


Blood: Divisive Tribal Issue 


By Hector Tobar 

PABLO, Mont. — Janice McClure is the 
keeper of a crumbling ledger book, a census of the 
Confederated Tribes of the Flathead Reservation com- 
pleted almost a century ago. It contains 2,000 names 
penned with meticulous handwriting by a federal 
“Indian agent,” each person identified by a crude 
measurement of racial ancestry: “Frank Ashley, one- 
half blood . . . Agnes, five-eighths blood.” 

“I don’t like seeing that pedigree,” said 
McClure, 55. She has relatives in the book, and the 
fractions leave her with an ugly feeling. American 
slaves were classified like that — as “quadroons” and 
“octoroons,” labels long since forgotten. 

But the blood degrees assigned to the 
| Flathead tribes don’t disappear when McClure locks 
| up the ledger inside a closet at the tribal headquarters 
| here. 

c The 1904 census has morphed into a new list, 

° this one on perforated computer paper. With each pass- 
ing year, the numbers on that list grow more complex: 
17/64, 111/128, 165/256. 

A “blood quantum” still is assigned to each 
child born here and on most reservations across the 
United States. On the Flathead Reservation, those at a 
level of one-quarter or higher become members (citi- 
zens) of the tribe. Those with “thinner” Indian blood 
are, in the eyes of federal law, outsiders. 

Blood has become an obsession among nearly 
all of the nation’s 561 officially recognized tribes. 
Families have been divided over it. Some want the 
quantum fractions done away with. Last fall, 1,000 of 
the Confederated Flathead tribe’s 6,000 citizens signed 
a petition to have the rules relaxed. They were bitterly 
opposed by Patrick Pierre, a 71 -year-old tribal elder 
and one of the dwindling group of “full bloods” on the 
reservation. 

“I was in my sweat lodge, praying, so that 
this would not pass,” Pierre said. “There’s no ifs, ands 
or buts when you’re working with the spirit. If this 
passed, we’d be adopting everyone into the tribe.” 

Similar disputes are being fought on reserva- 
tions across the nation. The Catawba Tribe of South 
Carolina, the Paiutes of Nevada and the Tigua of Texas 
have all debated the rules of blood quantum and tribal 
membership (citizenship) in the last year. 

Among a few tribes, casino money has fueled 
the controversy. But there are no gambling riches on 
the Flathead Reservation — home to three unified 
tribes: the Salish, Kootenai and Pend d’ Oreille. Here, 
tribal membership entitles you to a monthly govern- 
ment stipend of less than $100. 

Instead, the battle over blood quantum is here, 


as elsewhere, a disagreement about what makes an 
Indian an Indian. Are you Salish if the blood of a sin- 
gle Salish grandparent courses through your veins? 

Can you call yourself Kootenai if your mother whis- 
pered that tribe’s folk tales into your ears — parables 
about coyotes and white-tailed deer — even if your 
eyes are green or blue? 

The sides in the Flathead controversy are 
sharply drawn: Those who see American Indian tradi- 
tions under assault from “wannabes” and those who 
believe the blood rules are a genetic time bomb threat- 
ening to make many tribes extinct. 

With sadness and anger, Pierre points out that 
his stand on blood quantum has caused “members of 
my own family to turn against me.” His nephew wrote 
a letter to a local newspaper calling those who oppose 
the changes “hypocritical people . . . who go to bed 
with their white woman every night.” 

The Flathead Reservation isn’t the only place 
where the debate has turned shrill. Blood quantum is 
an inescapable fact of life for most American Indians, 
perhaps the most regulated, counted and classified peo- 
ple in the United States. 

One academic has identified 30 activities that 
require Indians to certify tribal membership (citizen- 
ship) — everything from health services to the posses- 
sion of eagle feathers for ritual dances to the right to 
sell one’s craft work as “native” art. 

On the Flathead Reservation, people have 
been known to order up DNA tests to sort out their 
blood levels. This winter, one woman had a corpse 
exhumed: The resulting DNA test proved the dead man 
was her father, raising her blood quantum. 

Darryl Dupuis, a leader in the movement to 
ease the blood rules on the Flathead Reservation, has 
an official blood quantum level of just 11/32. And his 
children are 11/64, which is 5/64 short of the degree 
required for membership (citizenship). “Even if you 
look like you’re an Indian individual and you speak 
the language and practice the traditions, if you don’t 
have the correct degree of Salish and Kootenai blood, 
then you can’t be a tribal member (citizen),” Dupuis 
argued. 

The current blood requirements were estab- 
lished in 1960, when the U.S. government pressed 
tribes to give up their old forms of government - based 
on tribal elders — and adopt U.S. -style constitutions. 

Today, about 80 percent of U.S. tribes require 
a certain level of blood quantum, varying from 1/64 to 
one-half. 

— This story originally appeared in the Los Angeles 
Times . 


Five Tribes Regain Status 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — Assistant Secretary 
Indian Affairs Kevin Gover has reaffirmed the federal 
trust relationship between the United States and the 
King Salmon Tribe and the Shoonaq’ Tribe in Alaska 
and the Lower Lake Rancheria in California after find- 
ing that their government-to-government relationship 
with the U.S. has never been severed. 

Gover stated in his finding dated Dec. 29, 
2000, “I am pleased to correct this egregious over- 
sight.” Gover resigned his post five days later. 

Due to administrative error, the BIA had for 
several years failed to place the three tribes on the list 
of federally recognized tribes it is required to publish 
annually in the Federal Register under the Federally 


Recognized Indian Tribes List Act. 

With the Assistant Secretary’s action the num- 
ber of federally recognized tribes now stands at 561, 
which also includes two tribes recognized under H.R. 
5528, the Omnibus Indian Advancement Act signed by 
President Clinton on Dec. 28, 2000. The Loyal 
Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, which since 1869 has 
been a culturally and linguistically separate entity with 
in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, was accorded 
federal recognition as an independent tribe. The Grator 
Rancheria of California, which had been terminated by 
the Rancheria Act, was also restored to federal recogni 
tion status. 


OAKLAND, C A — In a move that has 
insiders whirling like cherries on a Vegas slot 
machine, Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown and city staff 
met quietly with representatives of the once (sup- 
posedly) extinct Muwekma Ohlone Indians about 
the possibility of opening a casino at the foot of the 
Bay Bridge. 

“The mayor indicated that a tribal gaming 
facility in Oakland would be a welcome addition to 
the city,” confirmed Paul Filzer, general counsel for 


North American Sports Management, the Florida 
outfit working with the Muwekmas. 

The tribe, based in San Jose, boasts about 
397 members and used to be known as the Verona 
Band of Alameda County. It has been seeking feder- 
al recognition since 1989 and must achieve that by 
May 1 5 in order to qualify for casino ownership, 
according to Gov. Gray Davis’ compact with the 
California tribes. 


Trump Apologizes To Mohawks 

MONTICELLO, NY — Donald Trump publicly apologized recently for running ads which 
claimed drug dealing and violence would follow if an Indian casino is built here. 

The ad campaign targeted the St. Regis Mohawks, who have proposed opening a Catskills casino 
that could draw New York City-area gamblers away from the Trump resort and other casinos in Atlantic 
City, N.J. 

State lobbying regulators ordered the apology and settled on a $250,000 fine against Trump, his 
lobbyist and the Trump-backed Institute for Law and Society. 

Mohawks say the apology sounded bland: "It doesn’t take away the pain or money we spent coun- 
tering the ads,” Tribal Chief Alma Ransom said. "They still hurt.” 


Looking For Teenage Writers 


PALO ALTO, CA — Candlewick Press is 
collecting poems, true stories, and personal essays 
by American Indian teenagers and young adults, 
ages 12-22, to be published in an anthology edited 
by Annette Ochoa, a Program Specialist of Indian 
Education in western Sacramento, California. All 
writers whose work is included in the nationally 


published anthology will be paid a fee for their 
work, receive a complimentary copy of the book, 
and will retain all rights to their work. 

Deadline for submissions is April 30, 2001, 
For guidelines, write P.O. Box 60487, Palo Alto, CA 
94306 or e-mail francobe@aol.com or 
ochoalAnnette@netscape.net. 


Peltier Irony: Bones Speak 


On Dec. 6, 1862, President Abraham 
Lincoln ordered the first mass execution by listing 
39 Dakota men to be hanged at Mankato, Minn. The 
reason for the hanging was because the Dakotas rose 
up to defend their land from being illegally seized 
from them and to prevent their families from starv- 
ing due to the Indian agent withholding annuities 
promised from the government. This resulted in a 
war with the white settlers who coveted Indian land 
and their means of supporting their families. 

Of the Dakotas hanged on that day, one 
named White Dog had a cousin called Hunka 
Sivaka, also known as Anna Williams. Anna had to 
flee with her two small children to the northern 
Plains, now known as Devil’s Lake, North Dakota, 
because the relatives of the 38 hanged were being 
hunted down and killed by General Sibley and his 
army. 

Anna Williams is the great-great grand- 
mother of Leonard Peltier. 

Imprisoned Lakota, Leonard Peltier is a 
blood relative of White Dog of the 38 actually 
hanged at Mankato. The 38 bodies of those hanged 
were buried in a mass grave. Later that night, the 


bodies were dug up and dissected. The flesh was 
removed from the bones by boiling the bodies in a 
huge cooking pot, as this was a common practice of 
phrenologists at that time and is still practiced by 
today’s anthropologists. The boiled-cleaned bones 
were then used for so-called medical research for 
the benefit of the American people. Dr. William 
Mayo and his sons used these bones in anatomical 
studies. The Dakota bones were used to lay the 
foundation for what became known as the Rochester 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota. 

Ironically, last March, 138 years later, 
Leonard Peltier was taken from Fort Leavenworth 
prison to Rochester Mayo Clinic for surgery on his 
jaw (the place that his ancestors bones founded). 

It is interesting to note that several years 
ago, Cut Nose, another of the 38 hanged, had his 
skull removed from display at one of the doctor’s 
office at Rochester Mayo Clinic and returned to the 
Dakota’s of Morton, Minn, for burial. Recently, his 
tattooed skin measuring about 4 by 5 inches was 
returned from the Public Museum of Grand Rapids, 
Mich, to be buried. 


Native Grammy Nominations 


SANTA MONICA, CA — Seven native 
artists or groups made the final cut for the 2000 
GRAMMY Awards, the National Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sciences announced. The 43rd 
Annual GRAMMY Awards will be telecast February 
21,2001 on CBS-TV. 

Nominees for the brand new Native American 
category were The Black Lodge Singers “Tribute To 
The Elders” (Canyon Records Productions); Joseph 
Fire Crow “Cheyenne Nation” (Makoche Recording 
Co.); Lakota Thunder “Veterans Songs” (Makoche 
Recording Co.); Joanne Shenandoah “Peacemaker’s 
Journey” (Silver Wave Records); and Various Artists 
“Gathering of Nations Pow Wow” (Soar). 

R. Carlos Nakai received a nomination for 


Best New Age album for “In a Distant Place” (Canyon 
Records) and Paul Winter & The Earth Band made the 
final cut in Best World Music Album with “Journey 
With The Sun” (Living Musuc). 

Seminole Chief Jim Billie, whose “Seminole 
Fire” made the original list for “Best Spoken Word 
Album For Children,” was beat out for the final five 
by some notable names: James Earl Jones (“The 
Christmas Miracle Of Jonathan Toomey”); Susan 
Sarandon (“Dinosongs: Poems To Celebrate A T. Rex 
Named Sue”); Jim Dale (“Harry Potter And The 
Goblet Of Fire”); Paul Newman (“The Adventures Of 
Tom Sawyer”) and Liam Neeson (“The Polar 
Express”). 


New Political Era Begins For Indians 


From Legislative Impact 

With a new administration now in place in 
Washington D.C., a new political era begins for 
American Indians. But when the Indians step up to bat, 
they may want to take a few pitches before swinging 
for the fence, political analysts advise: 

“We must remain calm, stay focused, and be 
politically savvy in our approach in dealing with the 
new administration and the next Congress,” said Susan 
Masten, president of the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) and chairwoman of the 
Yurok Tribe in California. 

“With all the recent political divisiveness that 
has been created in Washington, D.C., it is essential 
that we develop a united, coordinated strategy in deal- 
ing with both the administration and Congress.” 

After important victories at the polls for 
Indian country in November elections, including the 
defeat of Republican Sen. Slade Gorton in Washington 
state and election of Democrat Brad Carson, a 
Cherokee ation tribal citizen, to a U.S. Congressional 
seat in Oklahoma, a new political playing field has 
emerged. The Senate is split 50-50 between Democrats 
and Republicans and Republican control of the House 
has been weakened, giving the long-outnumbered 
Democrats a foothold for pushing their agenda in the 
upcoming session. 

Important assignments in committee and sub- 
committee seats and leadership positions are expected 
to change what many tribes have come to know as the 
norm since the Republican takeover of Congress fol- 
lowing the 1994 elections. With some prominent 
Republicans leaving after defeat or retirement, key 
committee seats dealing with Indian affairs and tribal 
issues will be occupied by new policy makers, some 
familiar and some not so familiar to Indian country. 

In the House of Representatives, Don Young, 
R- Alaska, will be replaced as chairman of the all 
important Committee on Resources by Rep. James 
Hanson, R-Utah. Elected in 1980, Hanson was former 
chairman of the Subcommittee on National Parks, 
Forests, and Lands. His record on Indian issues is 
mixed, being an outspoken advocate for public access 
to federal lands and opposed to tribal efforts to restrict 


that use for cultural or religious reasons. 

Rep. Joe Skeen, R-N.M., will succeed Rep. 
Ralph Regula, R-Pa., as chairman of the Interior 
Appropriations Subcommittee. Elected in 1974, 

Skeen’s congressional district includes both Laguna 
Pueblo and the Mescalero Apache. He was a soil and 
water engineer for Zuni Pueblo and the Ramah Navajo 
in the 1950s. Skeen is said to also be close to Sen. Pete 
Domenici, R-N.M., considered by some a friend to 
Indian country. 

Congressman-elect Carson has yet to be 
assigned to any committee. However, as a newly elect- 
ed member of the House and a freshman he will 
unlikely hold any leadership position. 

In the Senate, Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell, 
R-Colo., is expected to retain his seat as chairman of 
the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs. 

With the defeat of Gorton, Sen. Conrad 
Bums, R-Mont., is expected to take over as chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations. 
Elected in 1988, Burns has been a longtime friend to 
many in Indian country and especially close to tribes 
in Montana. Many see the departure of Gorton from 
this important subcommittee as a major step forward 
for tribes in receiving appropriations free of riders long 
perceived as anti-Indian. 

“Tribal governments have found themselves 
in a defensive posture in past Congresses with Sen. 
Gorton leading the charge on many anti-Indian initia- 
tives,” Masten said. “The defeat of Sen. Gorton is a 
victory for Indian Country. Politicians will engage in 
greater deliberations before advancing any anti-Indian 
legislation which singles us out for vicious attacks on 
our tribal sovereign rights to govern ourselves and our 
affairs.” 

Although much has changed in Congress fol- 
lowing the elections, tribal leaders like Masten say 
many of the core issues and players remain the same. 
They say tribes need to continue to work with both 
parties to facilitate development of a pro-active legisla- 
tive agenda that will improve federal policies for 
Indian nations. 


— compiled by Peter B. Gallagher 
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Classified * Announcements 


Happy Birthday 


Poems 



Happy Birthday to Miss 
Allison Marie Osceola on Jan 29th. 

Wishing you all the best love you form 

Jackie, Michael and Nicholas. 




Happy Birthday to Nena 
Raquel Waggerby! We love you! Aunt 
Jolene, Colby, Callie and Martina. 



We want to wish our only 
daughter Clarissa Randolph a Happy 
15th Birthday on Jan. 24th. We love you 
very much. Love always, Mom, Dad, 
Dionne, Sammy and Smedley. 



To a great Daddy we want to 
wish Fernando Herrera a Happy 
Birthday on Jan. 17. You are loved very 
much! Hope you have fun on your day. 
Love you always, Daddy! Colby, Callie, 
Martina Herrera. 

Happy Birthday on Jan. 15, 
Marcella Billie, from Doris and the 
Otter Gang. 

Happy 3rd Birthday Denise 
Emanuelle Osceola on Jan. 12. We love 
you lots! From the rest of the Otter 
Gang, Mom and Egoosh. 



Happy Birthday to my little 
angel Tatiana Callie Herrera. I love you 
baby girl! Your Mommy Jolene Cypress. 


Happy Birthday to our Sister 

we love very much! Love you sissy, 

Colby and Martina Herrera. 


Happy 5th Birthday Leah Cox, 
from Mom, Dad, and the whole gang, 
Tim, Amy, Brittney, Alissa, Cameron, 
Timmy. 

Happy Birthday on Jan. 1 5 ! I 
love you Grandma. Have a great day! 
Love, Cheyanna. 

Happy Birthday “Melogues,” 
on Jan. 12. One love, Mama Doris. 

Happy Birthday on Jan. 15 to 
my Mom. You’re the greatest! Lots of 
love, Doris. 

Happy Birthday on Jan. 15, 
Mom, Grandma, Greatgrandma Peggy 
Jim Osceola. We love you very much! 
From the Otter Gang - Dominique, 
Marlon, Letetia, Denise, John John and 
Willie. 

David Eagle, I wish you a 
Happy Birthday on Jan. 28. Hoping that 
your next ones will be with me. Your 
friend, Rosetta Jumper. 

We want to wish our big sissy 
and only sissy a Happy 15th Birthday. 
We love you. Justin, J-Bird, Ray-Ray, 
K-K, YLees, and C.J. 

Happy New Year and Get Well 
Soon, Ernie Bert. Miss ya! Your 
Daughter, Oppy. 

Happy Birthday Stephen 
Bowers. Always, Annie Jimmie, Sindy 
and Mailani. 

Happy Birthday to Sindy on 
Jan. 24. Love Grandma Annie Jimmie, 
Mailani and the Communications 
Department. 


Job Announcements 


Job Title: 

A-Built/CAD Drafter 


Open Date: 

Jan. 8, 2001 

Salary: 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Location: 

Hollywood, Utilities 

Job Title: 

Salary: 

$26,000 w/benefits 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Gaming Inspector 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Nov. 7, 2000 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Hollywood 

Salary: 

$26,000 w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 

Job Title: 

GEDABE 

Close Date: 


Teacher/Counselor 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Jan. 2, 2001 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Hollywood 

Salary: 

$30,000 - $35,000 w/ben- 

Job Title: 

efits based on experience 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Jan. 2, 2001 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Hollywood, Building & 


Grounds 

Job Title: 

Salary: 

$14,560 w/benefits 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Patient Accounts Coord. 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Nov. 7, 2000 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Health/Managed Care, Big 


Cypress 

Job Title: 

Salary: 

NA 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Clerk 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Nov. 7, 2000 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Health/manged Care, Big 


Cypress 

Job Title: 

Salary: 

$18,720 w/ benefits 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Remediation Coordinator 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Jan. 2, 2001 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Hollywood, Water 


Resources 

Job Title: 

Salary: 

$35,000 with benefits 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 

Job Title: 

Secretary 

Location: 

Open Date: 

Jan. 2, 2001 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

Location: 

Hollywood, 


Communications 
$18,700 w/benefits. 

Secretary 

Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Family 

Npnnppc 

$20,800 w/benefits. 

Teacher Aide (Infants) 

Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Preschool 
Program 

$19,000 w/benefits 

Teacher Aide (lyr. Class) 

Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Preschool 
Program 

$19,000 w/benefits 

Teacher Aide (2yr. Class) 
Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Preschool 
Program 

$19,000 annually w/benefit 

Teacher Aide (3yr. Class) 

Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Preschool 
Program 

$19,000 w/benefits 

Teacher Aide (4yr. Class) 
Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Preschool 
Program 

$19,000 w/benefits 

Quality Control Technician 

Jan. 2, 2001 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Water 
Resource Management 
$22,000 annually w/benefit 


Job Title: Counselor 

Open Date: Nov. 7, 2000 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Family Services, Brighton 

Salary: $37,000 w/benefits 

Job Title: Licensed Practical Nurse 

Open Date: Jan. 2, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Health 

Salary: $24,900 w/benefits 

Job Title: Tribal Counselor 

Open Date: Jan. 2, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Family Services 

Salary: $20,300 w/benefits 

Job Title: Community Health Ed. 

Specialist 

Open Date: Nov. 7, 2000 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Health, Hollywood 

Salary: $28,800 w/benefits 

Job Title: Community 

Health/Representative 
Open Date: Jan 2, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: $ 1 8,700 w/benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 

Open Date: Jan. 2, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: $ 1 8,700 w/benefits 

Job Title: Speech Therapist 

Open Date: Jan. 2, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

School 

Salary: Negotiable w/benefits 

Depending upon level of experience. 

Job Title: Records Retention Clerk 

Open Date: Jan. 8, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Accounting 

Salary: $ 1 8,700 w/benefits 


Dad To Son(s) 


Please, don ’t let me be sorry 

And, please, don l let me wish this and 

that 

Please, my son, don ’t let me worry 
Your old dog looks sad and so does the 
cat. 

Times, when woes of life can be cruel 
But I know you good and well, so 
Be at your best and accomplish your 
goal 

But you know son, it s hard to see you 
go- 

You must do what you need to do 
Your mind is made up to stand tall 
Take life, one day at a time and just be 
you 

If you stumble, retrieve yourself from the 
fall. 

Don l think you can ’t 
Deep in your soul, you know you can 
Be a simple man like Johnny Van Zant 
You will succeed and be a simple man. 

Woes of Life, since the beginning of time 
Don l let disappointments stand in your 
way 

Put your heart a-right and the sun will 
shine 

And don ’t forget my son, take time to 
pray. 

Success of today and tomorrow Lies 
wait, at the tips of your fingers 
So does failures of life, waits for your sor- 
row 

Armor of God protects you from 
devil s stingers. 

Someone said, “ I’m never alone. ” 

That saying is very true, my son 
Loneliness can at times, go deep, to the 
bone 

But like Elijah, you run the best run. 

Philosophical sayings of the times 
May be appropriate for today 
Mechanics of the writings, form rhymes 
But one thing is sure, take time to pray. 

Love you always 
Dad 

— Cowbone 


Song of Deceit 

I am here, come and grab me 
I am here, come, you cannot go wrong 
Your tongue is dry like a bone 
And your throat feels like a desert stone 

Come on, you are getting closer 
Keep on comin, ’ you are almost here 
My voice is so sweet, it kills you 
You cannot resist my cunning disaster, 
dear 

Your voice is so unbearable 

But I heard your cries 

So now its your turn to listen to me 

So listen to me you fool, listen to my lies 

Thats right its me I’m here 

Pick me up and put me to your lips 

I’ll go down your throat with burning hell 


Night Sky 


I don ’t have what it takes 

To hang around 

But I’m good at wasting time 

There’s nothin’ no way, when I’m down 

I used to try and be on time 
For reasons I just don ’t understand 
I’d go for miles and miles of jungle in 
Vietnam 

And I only asked to be my own man 

“Nevertheless I still got my freedom 
So I’ll make the best of it 
Before I go down 
Death is imminent at anytime 
When the night sky is illuminated 
I pulled my trigger only to hear an 
awful sound” 

Some nights I wished for the worst 
But then that’s not what I am about 
I am who I am that’s how I’ve been 
taught 

I’ll get as many as I can fore I go out 

I huddle close to my weapon 

And try to keep it from this cold, slow 

drizzlin ’ rain 

I closed my eyes and go back in time 
And for a little while it eases my pain 

I’m thinkin ’ Lout my mom and dad 
And wonder if they ’re thinkin Lout me 
For now I’ll pray to God my soul to 
keep 

And thank Him for America land of the 
free 

Tomorrow will be forever since I’ve 
been here 

At first I was cold and hungry but no 
more 

I’ve learned to be a machine on a mis- 
sion 

Eradicating my enemy is my duty and 
chore 

The color of my skin and my so-called 
enemy are the same 
Sometimes I wonder whose side I’m 
suppose to stand 

I pray to God for mercy as the night sky 
is lit 

And to let me see tomorrow and let me 
be my own man 

“ Nevertheless I’ve still got my freedom 

So I’ll make the best of it 

Before I go down 

Death is imminent at anytime 

When the night sky is illuminated 

I pulled my trigger only to hear an 

awful sound” 

— Paul “Cowbone” Buster (I wrote 
this for all Native American Veterans , 
but I especially wrote it in memory of 
Charlie Gopher and all Seminole 
Veterans.) 


Because you are mine to kick your hips 
Close your eyes and satisfy your thirst 
You seemed to feel so good and well 
But you don ’t know your own destiny 
'Cause tomorrow you will feel the burn- 
ing hell 

I am not singing sweet again 

Because I fool you with my lying tongue 

I am not singing at all 

What you thought you heard was only a 

song of deceit 

— Paul “Cowbone” Buster 


Notices 


2nd Annual Florida Flute Retreat 

— Feb. 22-25, the 2nd Annual Florida Flute 
Retreat will be held once again at Billie Swamp 
Safari. Last year’s retreat was considered a 
great success by all attendees and almost all 
will be returning. At the retreat you will learn 
how to make an authentic Native American 
flute under the direction of master flutist and 
flute maker, Sonny Nevaquaya. First time par- 
ticipants will make a replica of the plains flute. 
Returning participants and those with wood- 
carving experience will make duck flutes. We 
may also have a beadwork class but it hasn’t 
been confirmed as yet. For beginners and sea- 
soned flutist, Nancy Abisiod will teach the 
tabluture system developed by R. Carlos Nakia 
for the Native American flute. Lodging and 
meals included in the four day retreat package. 
One, two or three day packages are available. 
Discounted prices for tribal members. Contact 
Sonny Nevaquaya at (954) 665-3255 for more 
information or Christine Nevaquaya at (954) 
966-6300 ext. 1462. 

Central Florida District Club 
Directors — Your first visit to our arena for a 
one-day show will be free of charge! If you 
are interested in learning more about availabili- 
ty, please contact at Barbara Scott, President of 
Desert Star Arena, Inc. at the ranch. 508 W. 
Keene Road, Apopka, FL 32703. For informa- 
tion call: (407) 884-0232 or fax: 884-5852; 
email: BScott@desertstar 
arena.com; visit our website at: www.desert- 
stararena.com. 

Community members — Be advised 
that an animal control ordinance has been 
enacted for the Hollywood Reservation. The 
new ordinance went into effect on January 1, 
1999. To be in compliance, you must first 


obtain a Broward County License, a Broward 
County rabies vaccination certificate, and a 
Broward County license tag for each cat or 
dog’s collar. You can obtain these at any 
Broward County veterinarian’s office. Then, 
you must show proof of the Broward County 
license to the Seminole Health Department and 
obtain a Seminole Tribe of Florida license. You 
can do this at the Hollywood Medical Center. If 
you have any questions about the new Animal 
Control Ordinance, please call Environmental 
Health Services at (954) 962-2009. 

Casino To Host Events — The 
Coconut Creek Casino will put on the follow- 
ing two events: Motown Days - Come move 
and groove to the rockin’ sounds of James 
Brown. Singer Toni Morrison will do a tribute 
to the legend and perform other Motown hits 
on Jan. 30, from 1-5 p.m. Every hour names 
will be drawn to win electronics prizes includ- 
ing a large screen television. 50 ’s Revival - Put 
on your blue suede shoes and come rock ’n roll 
with us at our 1950s revival on Feb. 25. We’ll 
have a huge classic car show in our parking lot 
and a hip 50s band will play all of your 
favorites from 1-5 p.m. Names will be drawn 
every hour for the chance to win great prizes. 
For more information call (954) 977-6700. 


mm< 


Seminole Tribune 

Febraury 9 Issue • Deadline January 26 
March 2 Issue • Deadline February 16 
March 23 Issue • Deadline March 9 


Chickee Baptist Church 

I sell Ford cars and trucks 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 

If you are in the market for a new or used car or 

Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

truck, call or visit C.T. Smith at World Ford - your 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 am 

Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 am 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

friendly no hassle auto dealer. 

Rev Arlen Payne: Pastor 

Call or visit C.T. Smith at World Ford 

8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 

(954) 894-5651 

(954) 443-7034 • pager (305) 732-5992 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Uj:.'ck 
iM :>hiI SomHota 


TOMMIE CAMILLA 

Bp: ISCaj vtf^an.5 
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CHRISTMAS FEAST: Ahfachkee parents, children, and staff enjoy dinner at the school. 
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Ahfachkee School Christmas Program 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Ahfachkee School pre- 
sented its annual Christmas Program to the Big 
Cypress Community and visitors the evening of Dec. 
21. It was a truly delightful and joyous evening of 
Christmas cheer. 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m. a cafeteria 
style dinner was served and everyone was 
well fed before the show. Proud parents, 
visitors and staff were all on hand to sup- 
port the school and students and enjoy the 
evening. 

Chairman James Billie with his 
wife Leslie, Seminole Board of Directors 
President Mitchell Cypress, and Board 
Representative Mondo Tiger were among 
the attendees. 

The room was also bubbling over 
with excited children of all ages eager to 
see the show and to meet Santa Claus. A 
giggly wave of anticipation had rippled 
through the group of children when it was 
announced that Santa had sent word that he 
would be arriving some time towards the 
end of the presentation 

Dr. Patrick Gaffney, the principal 
of Ahfachkee, addressed the audience after 
dinner. “Taking the time and effort to put 
together this program is a way to give some- 
thing back for all the support given to the school by 
the community and Tribal officials.” 

Dr. Gaffney then introduced Leroy King, 
who served as the emcee for the evening. Leroy 
asked Joe Osceola Sr. to say the invocation and offi- 
cially open the program. 

Beginning with Pre-K students singing a 
Christmas carol, each grade from 1st through 6th per- 


formed songs and skits. Teacher Jessica Cohen’s 5th 
grade class gave one memorable performance by 
donning reindeer attire and repeatedly running over 
“Grandma” (Kayla Bowers). 

Another delight was the well-behaved real 
baby (Abiaka Bowers) for a manger scene performed 


by Teacher Melissa Weinberg’s 4th grade class. The 
7th and 8th grade classes screened their video version 
of “'Twas the Night Before Christmas.” Produced 
and performed by the students with technical help 
provided by Brian Zepeda, the short film was an 
excellent exhibit of the students’ knowledge of 
media. 

Though sometimes appearing a little shy the 
students obviously enjoyed putting on the 
show, and the joyful energy was conta- 
gious. The charmed audience applauded, 
laughed and smiled generously throughout 
the program. 

Finally, it was announced that Santa 
Claus was in the building, and the children 
went wild. The show was fantastic, but for 
some of these kids it was all about Santa. 

Touching down at Ahfachkee 
School by way of Fort Myers, the jolly fel- 
low arrived not a minute too soon. He sat 
down on his prepared settee and received 
the lined-up children just like he was at the 
mall. With that age-old scene the program 
came to a close. 

Congratulations to all the teachers 
and students of Ahfachkee School for 
doing such a wonderful job. 




JOY TO THE WORLD: Second grade students singing. 


Wind Clan’s 5th Annual Community Christmas 



Hundreds line up for holiday feast. 


By B. Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — During 
the year following the 4th Annual 
Wind Clan Community Christmas 
party, Nancy J. Billie has been prepar- 
ing for this year’s celebration. Only a 
few days after last year’s party, she 
again started buying toys, clothing, 
cookware, tools, and anything else any 
person could possibly use. By summer, 
she had already filled up one spare 
bedroom in her home, which had to be 
cordoned off to prevent curious little 
folks from exploring new toys and 
other cool stuff. By the end of the 
year, it was nearly impossible to get 
through that particular end of the 
house, where there were pots and pans, 
clothing, material, toys, games, bikes, 
tools, household items - and just about 
anything you could conjure up in your 
mind’s eye. It was there - guaranteed! 

It was not like Nancy had nothing else to do 
all year long: between doing her part in bringing up 
her grandchildren, teaching them the traditional ways 
of the Seminole people, maintaining her own house- 
hold, and co-managing a chickee building/repair 
business that employs 14 workers, she accomplishes 
more in a day than most people do in a week. 

This year, 

Nancy and her family 
outdid themselves: the 
community Christmas 
turned out to be one 
of the best ever. There 
were literally thou- 
sands of gifts to wrap, 
a menu to plan, cooks 
and other helpers to 
recruit, chickees to -§ 
repair, rejuvenation of J 
the Wind Clan camp- cc 
site, and additions of 
several new chickees. 

These challenges were 
all taken in stride. As 
Christmas drew near everyone knew what was 
expected of them and went about doing their part to 
help. 

Nancy credited Tribal leaders for their part 
in the success of the event through donations of food 
and funds to help put on the event, which has nearly 
doubled in participants since its inception five years 
ago. 

The Christmas Party was held on Dec. 16 at 
Henry John Billie’s residence. Hundreds of commu- 
nity members and tribal employees came out to join 
in the fun and enjoy the company of friends and fam- 


ily at this special time of year. The children were 
treated to a visit from a real Seminole Santa (or was 
that Miccosukee’s own “Joe Cool?”) - who arrived 
in one of the Tribe’s helicopters. He was then shut- 
tled to the party in the Seminole stretch limo, to the 
delight of the waiting kids. They were given a sou- 
venir of their visit with Santa in the form of a 
Polaroid picture. Kids were everywhere, and they all 
had more gifts than they 
could carry. Jennifer Billie- 
Chadwick, Michaelene 
Cypress and many of the 
other young people served 
as Santa’s elves, passing 
gifts and toys out to com- 
munity members and 
guests. 

Most of the non- 
Indian guests and Tribal 
employees were amazed at 
the amount of food which 
was provided - literally 
enough to feed a small 
army - but by this was 
considered normal commu- 
nity members, who are accustomed to such a produc- 
tion for special events. Big Cypress folks have 
always enjoyed celebrating with lots of good food 
and good company. 

The day was truly a huge success. Thanks 
and congratulations go out to Nancy J. Billie and her 
family, who originally started hosting the Wind Clan 
Christmas celebration five years ago. It just keeps 
getting better. Now, with the spare rooms temporarily 
accessible again, needless to say, Nancy is already 
discussing her plans for next year’s celebration and 
has started buying next year’s gifts. 



Richard Bowers gives two young hitchhikers a ride. 


Big Cypress Co mmunit y Christmas Luncheon 



Juanita Billie won skillet in door prize drawing. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Great food, door 
prizes, and community fellowship were the big 
draws at the Big Cypress Community 
Christmas Luncheon Dec. 21 held at the Big 
Cypress Gymnasium. For those of us that are 
blessed to see another Christmas the event was 
an occasion of holiday cheer and enjoyment. 

The gym was well packed with Tribal 
citizens, Tribal employees and visitors. 

Councilman David Cypress and Board 
Representative Mondo Tiger contributed 
numerous gifts as door prizes. Both men, along 
with Mitchell Cypress, Seminole Board of 
Directors President, gave welcoming remarks 
and expressed their wishes for all to have the 
happiest of holidays this season and to be safe. 

The gym was open at 1 0 a.m. for a 
continental breakfast and the luncheon was 
served close to noon. The Swamp Water Cafe 
catered the event. 

The menu featured savory baked 
chicken, beef, fish, and ground beef gravy with 
rice and vegetables. There was fry bread and 
sofkee to go along with all the rest. An assortment of 
pies was offered for dessert. 

The senior citizens, by tradition, were served 
first by the Hot Meals staff, and then everyone else 
lined up to fill their plates. The tables were beautiful- 


ly decorated and added to the mood of the holiday. 
Paul “Cowbone” Buster and his band provided musi- 
cal entertainment. 

It was another Christmas tradition celebrated 
by the community, and our hope is that we will see 
and celebrate many more. 


Seniors Celebrate Together 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal seniors, from all 
reservations, celebrated Christmas this year at the 
new Senior Center on the Hollywood Reservation 
Wednesday Dec. 20. Several seniors from the 
Miccosukee Tribe who made the trip up from Trail to 
visit with their Seminole brethren joined them. 

Festivities got underway just after 10 a.m. 
with Council Representatives David Cypress and Max 
Osceola welcoming the attendees. Mitchell Cypress, 
Tribal President, and Carl Baxley, Board 
Representative, also addressed the seniors with words 
of holiday cheer and well wishes. 

“When the Tribe started getting organized 
under the old oak tree you [seniors] were there. You 
have seen the Tribe grow and become what we are 
today. You made it all possible and it’s because of 
you that we are here today,” said Osceola. 

The Cypress brothers addressed the group in 
Miccosukee sending a message of good will for the 
holiday season to all. Baxley also wished everyone a 
safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 

Accompanied by Paul Buster on guitar, the 
Seminole “Choir” sang three songs both in English 
and Miccosukee. Choir members included Jo Motlow 


North, Cornelia Osceola, Erika Deitz, Maydell 
Osceola, Mabel Osceola, Ronnie Doctor, Louise 
Jumper, Juanita Osceola, Herbie Billie, and Dan 
Osceola. 

Deloris “Sweet Pea” Crumpler, bus driver 
for the Pre-school, gave a stirring rendition of “Silent 
Night.” Betty Osceola then led a group sing of “Jesus 
Loves Me,” in the Creek language. 

Bingo was up next with Robin Osceola call- 
ing out the numbers. Five games were played. 
Winners were Nellie Bain, Leoda Osceola, Dorothy 
Tommie, Henry Gopher, Ginnie Bowers, and Joe 
Henry Tiger. Irene Jimmie, while not yet a senior, got 
bingo on the same game as Leoda and received a gift 
bag of items. 

After all the winners received their prizes, 
Dan Osceola led the group in prayer and the food was 
served. The menu included typical holiday fare of 
turkey and ham, prepared by Hot Meals head cook 
Linda Ormond and assistant cook Heather Hovey. 
Jimmie O’Toole Osceola provided sofkee. 

Others involved in the preparation of the 
food and decorations were Colleen Osceola, Frank 
and Mary Moore, Robin Osceola, and Vivian Osceola 
Delgado. 


‘It’s Because Of You’ - Seniors Honored 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress Seniors 
gathered mid morning on Dec. 13 at the Henry 
Osceola Senior Center to celebrate Christmas with 
food, song, and gifts. The day was bright and beauti- 
ful and so were the seniors who attend- 
ed. No sign of winter but all the signs 
of the Christmas season were present in 
the decor, the message and the mood. 

Joe Osceola Sr. started the fes- 
tivities with welcoming remarks and 
the story of Christmas. He sang gospel 
songs, accompanying himself on the 
guitar. In between songs, Joe spoke of 
his salvation through his Christian 
beliefs and encouraged others to accept 
Christ into their lives. His music and 
message were uplifting and revealed 
him to be a man with peace in his 
heart. 

Also providing music for the 
attendees throughout the morning was 
Jonah Cypress with his band members 
Tony Osceola and Noah Jim. They sang 
and played gospel and Christmas 
songs. 

Another feature of the event 
was the music and message given by 
Hurley and Dena Gumbai of Carnegie, Okla. Gumbai 
is a Kiowa Indian who has been preaching for 27 
years and was preaching at the concurrent revival at 
Big Cypress Baptist Church. Dena Gumbai is a 
Cherokee and Chickasaw woman who possesses a 
beautiful voice. 


“This is our second time in Seminole 
Country and we very impressed with the gains the 
Seminole Tribe has made,” said Hurley. 

The couple entertained the seniors with 
hymns sung in Kiowa and in English. They concluded 


their set with a Christmas message and prayer. 

As always, Councilman David Cypress and 
Seminole Board of Directors President Mitchell 
Cypress were on hand to give remarks and pay 
respect to the Big Cypress community and their sen- 
ior citizens. 

David took the time to remind 
everyone of the upcoming community 
Christmas gathering at the Herman Osceola 
Gym and wished Mary Robbins and Louise 
Motlow happy birthday. 

Mitchell encouraged everyone to be 
grateful for having concluded another year on 
earth and to stay positive and hopeful for the 
beginning of a new one. He told everyone to 
sincerely count their blessings and remember 
the reason for Christmas. 

Names had been drawn for gifts 
earlier in the week, and these were passed out 
during the luncheon. Jonah and his band contin- 
ued to play music while the senior citizens of 
the Big Cypress community enjoyed the occa- 
sion. 



Dena and Harley Gumbai sang for seniors. 



Rachel Billie enjoys gifts. 


Fort Pierce Rejoices, Looks To Future 


By Tommy Benn 

FORT PIERCE — Family and friends from 
the Fort Pierce Reservation gathered to celebrate 
Christmas at the Marriott’s 
Spring Hill Suites in Port St. 

Lucie Dec. 20. Guests started to 
arrive around 7 p.m. in the fes- 
tively decorated banquet hall for 
a night of dining, old time con- 
versation of Christmas Seasons 
past, and hopes of what the 
future may hold in store. 

Mitchell Cypress, 

President of the Seminole Tribe, 
and his brother David Cypress, 

Big Cypress Council 
Representative, wished everyone 
a safe and prosperous holiday in 
their opening remarks. 

Sally Tommie, Fort 
Pierce Council Liaison, present- 
ed the residents with updates on 
the progress of construction on 
the Reservation land. Several 
residents voiced their feelings 
and wishes for 2001. 

The Fort Pierce 


Reservation land was put into federal trust on Aug., 
13, 1995. Sixty acres were in the original trust agree- 
ment, but due to wetland disclosures the developable 
land use is now only approxi- 
mately 35 acres. 

Once the infrastructure is 
finalized, the Fort Pierce 
Community is ready to start 
construction on Tribal offices 
and 20 home sites. Tim Cox, 
Tribal Operations Officer, 
reported to the Seminole 
Tribune that construction of the 
Fort Pierce infrastructure is set 
to begin early this year. 

“It would be a great 
Christmas present if some of 
our Tribal members (citizens) 
could be in their new homes by 
Christmas of 2001,” said 
Tommie. 

The community residents 
are all descendants of Jack and 
Sally Tommie of the Bird Clan. 
They number nearly 70 at pres- 
ent time, with all enrolled as 
citizens of the Tribe. 



Mitchell Cypress gave holiday greeting. 
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Casino 

Continued from page 1 


approximately 2,500 construction 
workers and 6,000 permanent jobs and 
have a projected $2 billion impact 
annually on the state’s economy. We’re 
proud to be a part of this development. 

“This is going to be one of 
the largest buildings in this area,” 
Weinberg added. “Taken together, the 
hotel and casino will be over one mil- 
lion square feet.” 

Nearly 400 guests were on 
hand for the groundbreaking ceremony 


Tampa 

Continued from page 1 


“Super Bowl Wednesday” with her inter- 
active musical children’s show, including 
material and guests from her new video. 
The Hawaiian-born singer/songwriter has 
just finished a national tour, which 
included an appearance at the White 
House, and has been nominated 
“Children’s and Family Entertainer of 
the Year” by the National Association of 
Campus Activities. 

For further information, call the 
DNA hot line at (800) 535-2228. 


for the building which is set to become 
a landmark along S.R. 7. Under a 
bright blue sky, Billie took a moment 
to introduce Tribal officials including 
Tribal President Mitchell Cypress, 
Council members Max Osceola, David 
Cypress, Jack Smith Jr., Board mem- 
bers Carl Baxley, Mondo Tiger, Alex 
Johns, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Executive Director Billy Cypress and 
Billy Cypress, Chairman of the 
Miccosukee Tribe of Florida Indians. 

“We’ve been waiting for this 
day for a long time,” James Billie 
added. “There have been a lot of times 
when it didn’t seem like it would hap- 
pen, but we’re here now and 
turning some dirt, so it looks like 
it’s finally going to happen. 

“We’re getting all high sound- 
ing, calling it a hotel and casino. 
But, essentially, it’s just another 
bingo hall. We’ve had a lot of 
success with bingo, and today, 
we’re starting on another chapter 
in that story.” 

The story will take a new 
direction since the Tribe has 
reached a licensing agreement 
with Hard Rock Cafe 
International. The new facility 
will be called the Hard Rock 
Hotel and Casino. 

“We’re really excited to be a 


part of this project and to bring the 
spirit of rock and roll to our cus- 
tomers,” Scott Little, CFO and senior 
vice president, strategic planning, Hard 
Rock International said at the ground- 
breaking ceremony. “We love this part- 
nership and are looking forward to see- 
ing this become a major entertainment 
destination.” 

Rozeta M. Rad, Director of 
Tourism for the Greater Hollywood 
Chamber of Commerce, also is excited 
at what the new facility will bring. 

“This facility will become one 
of the best drawing cards for 
Hollywood,” Rad said at the ceremony. 

“This is going to be a first class resort 
and can compete with any property in 
south Florida. It’s going to give us a 
whole new product to market for 
tourism. This is a wonderful day for 
Hollywood. It’s going to put us on the 
map. I can’t wait until it opens.” 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
currently operates casinos in 
Hollywood, Coconut Creek, 

Immokalee, Brighton and Tampa. The 
Tribe currently has plans to construct 
another Hard Rock licensed hotel and 
casino in Tampa, as well as develop a 
hotel/casino on the Immokalee 
Reservation. 

Artist’s site plan shows some of proposed development in 100-acre project. 
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Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 


SCOTT H. CUPP, PA. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

PO. DRAWER 2250 (863) 675-2888 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 675-3044 


WE’VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 

We offer up front seating for 

Concerts u Theatre u 
SportS i Local & 
Nationwide events 

ULTIMATE TRAVEL & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 


Upcoming Events 

r Backstreet Boys 

r Doobie Brothers 

rCirque Du Soleil 

r Gipsy Kings 

r Aaron Carter 

r Sarah Brightman 

r Jimmy Buffett 

rU-2 

rDoo Wop Reunion 

rPantera 

rMiami Grand Prix 

rStyx/Reo 


Speedwagon 

r Panthers 

rHeat 

Operated by Grand Residents 


ADMIT ONE 


3rd Annual Kissimmee Slough shoot-out 
and Rendezvous February 3 and 4 2001 


e on hand for this historic Millenium Event when 200 
years of Seminole history come alive! This is South 
Florida’s premier living history festival. You will see 
authenic Seminole and U.S. soldier encampments, demon- 
strators of early 19th century culture, traders of pioneer and 
native goods, and traditional Seminole arts & crafts. The 
weekend will culminate in the reenactment of a skirmish 
between U.S. forces struggling through a wilderness and 
Seminoles fighting for thier homeland circa 1840. Come join 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and the Seminole Tribe of 
Floridia in celebrating our rich culture! 


AH-TAH-THI-KI Museum - On the Big Cypress Reservation 
west of Fort Lauderdale. Take 1-75 (Alligator Alley) to Exit 
14, then north 17 scenic miles 
For more information call (941) 902-1113 or (954) 792-0745. 

$6.00 adults, $4.00 seniors and students, children under 6 free. 


www. seminoletribe.com 
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Editorial 
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Citizens Of A Nation 


* Seminole Tribune 

Citizens of a nation. Members of a club. 

Readers of the Seminole Tribune may have noticed a 
recent change in the way Seminole Tribe of Florida people are 
referred to in our news pages. We no longer use the term Tribal 
“member.” Tribal “citizen” is the correct term. As Dr. Patricia 
Wickman says in the following discourse, “sovereign nations have 
citizens, not members.” 

We would encourage media everywhere to use the prop- 
er term when referring to the enrolled citizens of the Seminole 
Tribe. The term “Tribal member” is as incorrect now as it was 
when first used nearly 70 years ago. It can even be viewed as dis- 
respectful. We asked Dr. Wickman, the Seminole Director of 
Anthropology and Geneaology, to explain the genesis and mis- 
usage of the term “member.” 

“The application of the term ‘member’ to the enrollment 
of the federally recognized tribes began as early as 1934, with the 
passage of the Indian Reorganization Act. The U.S. government, 
in yet another attempt to force Indian people to assimilate, 
required tribes to create Constitutional forms of government, in 
the image of the United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs agents 


drafted a sort of ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of a constitution that they 
persuaded Tribes to accept. This model, unfortunately, was taken 
from the constitution of the American Legion, a white man’s fra- 
ternal organization, and addressed its own constituency, correctly, 
as ‘members.’ 

“I say that the model was unfortunate, first, because it 
imposed on the Tribes a form of government that was in no way 
related to their traditional forms of governance and, as a result, 
some Tribes now are altering their constitutions to suit them- 
selves. It was unfortunate, second, because Tribes are sovereign 
nations, and sovereign nations have citizens, not members. 
Consequently, the effect of the use of the term “members” has 
been to diminish the Indian Tribes in the eyes of the U.S. govern- 
ment and non-Indian Americans. 

“Even though it has never been important to Indian 
native speakers to value English words as highly as their own, it 
has become important today to value this one, especially, because 
it is critical for all Americans to realize that Indian Tribes are sov- 
ereign nations , and their citizens , their rights, and their traditions 
must be respected.” 


Remembering June Tiger 


Wjfm 
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* Barbara (Billie-Doctor) Secody 

I write this with respect to the recent passing of June 
Tiger on January 1 . There are a whole lot of people who still do 
not even know that she is gone. June knew so many people all 
over the world. However, just as her life was a whirlwind, she 
departed this earth in the same fashion. She was unable to give 
anyone a last chance to sit by her bedside and reminisce of the 
good old days. She was unable 
to even give me a chance to say 
goodbye to her, and to thank 
her for all the years, tears, 
laughter and friendship we 
shared. She wasn’t even able 
to give me or others a chance 
to try to save her. Somehow 
through the years she lost sight 
of the wonderful future she 
could have had. 

I used to wish that I 
could be June Tiger. She was 
so pretty, so traditional, so 
respected, so popular, so much 
fun, so caring and always stood 
up for what she believed in. 

She had no problem letting 
people know exactly how she 
felt about something. She did- 
n’t judge me for my many mis- 
takes, but was always there for me. She was everything I wished I 
could be. Now no one can be her, because she is gone. 

Nearly 12 years ago I was given one last chance a^ 
was forced to make a radical change, reluctantly, and die 
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Editor: 

For many years my mother’s doll 
made of coconut fibers and clothed with 
beautiful patchwork shirt and skirt fasci- 
nated me. From a little research I believe 
it is a doll made by the Seminoles with 
distinctive Seminole patchwork. Where 
can I see, photograph and possibly buy 
examples of this wonderful cotton art? 

C. M. Miller 

ChesleyM@ix.N etcom.com 

You can see examples of this 
Seminole folk art on the Tribes 9 website 
at www.seminoletribe.com. The dolls can 
also be purchased online. 

Chief Billie: 

Hi, I need to do a paper for 
school, and I choose to do it on the 
Seminole Indians. I was hoping you could 
help me find some information I need. 
What I really need to find out is the cre- 
ation story of what the Seminole Indians 
believe. Every culture has a different story 
of how the world was created. What I 
need to find out is what the Seminoles 
believe, and also other religious aspects of 
their creation story. If you could help me, 

I would greatly appreciate it. 

Jeff Douglas 

Apefacej rd@aol.com 

Chief Billie replies: Better yet, 
Jeff you can hear me reciting the 
Seminole creation story. Go to www.pan- 
ther.state.fi. us/panther/handbook/natur- 
al/whatname.html. Sho naa bish. 

Editor: 

My wife’s mother was adopted 
by a farm family in Missouri. This is the 
story of how she came to be: In 1928 a 
young immigrant woman, a French Jew, 
last name Samuelson, fresh off the boat in 
Miami, was wooed insincerely by a 
Seminole man, whereby she became preg- 


|une@semtribj 


nant and 

Samuelson tra^ Kansas City 
where she delivered and put the baby up 
for adoption. The story of my mother-in- 
law’s origins was passed on to her adop- 
tive parents, but there is no proof of the 
Seminole part. 

This was a long time ago, but on 
the chance someone might have heard of 
such a story, I thought Ed give it a try. 

I’m am concurrently trying to establish 
my own link to the Oglala, Lakota (I am 
1/8) and even though I have most of the 
information the final link has remained 
elusive. Incidentally, about half of the 
Lakota I’ve contacted call me cousin and 
half call me white man. Neither my wife 
nor I are claiming to be “Indian” but we 
have Indian heritage and see no reason to 
deny it or to be denied it. 

If by chance someone has heard 
such a story my wife and I would appreci- 
ate an e-mail. Thank you. 

W.E. Brill 

webrill@home.com 

Editor: 

I was at the 13 th Annual 
Thanksgiving Indian Festival 2000 at 
Bobby’s Seminole Indian Village in 
Tampa, and purchased a copy of your 
newspaper. This newspaper is a very edu- 
cational source of information. I truly 
enjoyed the hardcopy issue. I read the par- 
tial issue on the Internet, but I would like 
to subscribe. I have enclosed a business 
check in the amount of $25. 

Joyce Hicks 

Venice, FL 

Business Manager Dan 
McDonald replies: Welcome aboard 
Joyce, your subscription starts with this 
issue. 

Editor: 

I need to know how to pro- 
nounce the word “iamonia.” It is a lake in 
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and did not care what would happen to me. 

Today, I am at peace with who I am - I’m actually final- 
ly happy with my life. Even so, I feel very guilty that I was not 
able to be there for June. I know that many friends tried but I guess 
it just gets so overwhelming after trying for so long, that being 
human, we give up to some degree, thinking that something will 
happen to change the situation before it is too late. 

I know a lot of you 
young people out there knew 
June Tiger. I know there are 
many of you who spent time 
down at the old DSO building 
learning your language from 
June years ago. She cared for 
the young people and was 
always someone they looked 
up to. They couldn’t wait to 
get to the Education Building 
after school - because being 
with June was fun. 

The Seminole 
has come so far and overa 
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Florida. I have done a lot of research on 
the correct way to say this word and still 
have no answer. I have looked in many 
dictionaries and on the internet. I found 
out that the word came from the Seminole 
Tribe and is from the Creek language. 

The lake was named in the year 
1891. 1 have heard that the “I” is silent in 
Iamonia. You are my last hope on this. 
What better people to know than the 
Seminole Tribe. If you could please help 
me with the correct way to pronounce this 
word it would be helpful. 

Christie Mills 

chmills99@mindspring.com 

Editor: 

I enjoy the Tribune. Beautifully 
colorful. Your website is also beautiful. 
Thank you for educating us non- 
Seminoles. 

Yvonne March 

marchy@concentric.net 

Editor: 

On behalf of myself and our 
associates, TDA would like to offer our 
heartfelt congratulations on the recent 
groundbreaking for the new Hard Rock 
facility! This is certainly a historic 
moment for the Tribe, its leadership and 
the State of Florida. We wish you a long 
and lasting success. 

Cletus Ford 

Technology Design Associates 

www.technology-design.com 

Editor: 

I am writing to you on behalf of 
Velcro USA Inc. (VUSA), manufacturer 
of VELCRO brand products, including 
VELCRO® brand hook and loop tapes 
and materials. 

VUSA has become aware of an 
article (copy enclosed) which recently 
appeared in your publication and con- 
tained a reference to either “Velcro wall,” 
“Velcro jumping” or a related term. It is 


Okee-chish-kee 


Christmas Memories 


Y ears ago when I was a little boy, I 
remember Christmas was the 
most exciting time of the year. It 
was a time when school doors were 
closed for the Christmas holidays and 
everybody couldn’t wait for Christmas 
night at church. Exuberant with 
Christmas Spirit, every boy and girl was 
more than happy to help with chores at 
home and at church. All men and women 
prepared for Christmas dinner; men 
would grill meat on an open fire, starting 
at four in the morning, and women pre- 
pared other foods to be 
served at lunch and sup- 
per. 

The Christmas 
Pageant Director almost 
didn’t have any more 
spots to put everyone into 
the play, because there 
were so many people 
who wanted to take part 
in the pageant. However, 
the dilator did not turn 
hvay - he found 
ling for all partici- 
pants to contribute in the 
Christmas program. 

iristmas orna- 

Fe mostly handmade or donated 
H church members and the men in 
the church cut the tree from the back- 
L woods. Ever^agfry would decorate the 
tree \yjiU^^PRl glitters and sparkling 
fed with a shining angel com- 
forating. The angel brought the good 
tidings (the good news) to everyone in 
the world. 

At the end of all activities Santa 
would come with his big bag full of toys 
for every boy and girl. Oh, it was so 
wonderful, everyone was so thrilled and 
excited. After all this excitement, it was 
time for handing out gifts to everyone in 
the church: boxes of food and gifts to 
each family represented and individual 
gifts that had names on them. 

As I recall, no one refused any 
gifts that were given to them. The gifts 
were mostly fruits, candies, and clothes 
(clothes were probably handouts) and 
children never complained about, “I only 
got 12 gifts or I didn’t get a lap-top, a 
television or a car!” Everyone was happy 
with whatever they received for 
Christmas. 

Most of us kids were taught by 
our parents to appreciate whatever was 
given to us. We were taught to gladly 
accept and be thankful. I do not recall, 
but some of us probably didn’t get what 
we wanted for Christmas. But one thing 
I do remember is no one complained, 
cried, pouted or became incoherent 
about not getting what they wanted. 



Parents did not tolerate their children 
that didn’t behave. They made sure that 
proper discipline was administered. It 
sure made a difference back in those 
days! 

In contrast to whatever I just 
said, I will say this: I hope that the par- 
ents will teach their children about 
Christmas and will teach them why there 
is Christmas. 

It is sad when there is a 
Christmas party in the Seminole Tribe 
and hardly anyone knows why we are 
gathering. Not even once 
do our leaders mention 
that Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior, was born, and 
for that reason we are hav- 
ing a Christmas party. 

We are contradict- 
ing ourselves when alco- 
holic beverages are being 
served at the parties and 
other Tribal functions. I 
remember some years 
back, a referendum was 
presented before the 
Seminole Tribal members 
and it was voted out by a 
large number of concerned 
citizens. I know our Tribe is spending a 
lot of money to try and make the Tribe 
drug free, but, we’re making a fool of 
ourselves by getting our people drunk 
and we don’t even remember the rest of 
the night. 

Someone said in the Seminole 
Tribune , recently, and I agree. “Christ- 
mas is spelled just like this - Christmas 

- not like this - X-mas.” Maybe this is 
why we’ve been missing Christmas all 
this time. 

I hear from time to time, some- 
one would say, “get a designated driver.” 
I know it would be better to say, “Please 
do not drink and have a wonderful 
Christmas.” We should encourage our 
people not to drink, but when we say 
“designated driver,” we seem to be 
encouraging people to drink. 

It is my hope and prayer one 
day soon our Tribe can proudly say, “We 
are alcohol and drug free.” I lost one of 
my sons due to circumstances of such. 

So I hope that what I wrote in this article 
helps at least one or two people in our 
Seminole Tribe. 

I also know I’m probably creat- 
ing some dislike in what I said. But I 
hope that one day people will see the 
light at the end of the Cypress swamp 
(tunnel) and live a better life. Happy 
New Year! Hem-mung-ala-ka (Later). 

— “Cowbone” is Seminole Tribal citi- 
zen and country singer Paul Buster. 


our understanding that these terms refer to 
an activity in which the participant wears 
a suit covered with hook material and 
leaps or is propelled into a wall covered 
with loop material. 

As a company, VUSA is con- 
cerned about the use of its products and 
its trademarks in connection with what it 
regards as a dangerous activity. Wall 
jumping is not an intended or appropriate 
use of VELCRO® brand hook and loop 
materials. It is VUSA’s corporate policy 
not to sell hook and loop materials to per- 
sons who intend to use the product in con- 
nection with wall jumping or similar 
activities. 

VUSA cannot control the ulti- 
mate use of its products. Clearly con- 
sumers are free to use VUSA’s hook and 
loop products as they see fit. 

Nevertheless, VUSA wishes to inform 
persons who are using hook and loop 
materials for wall jumping or similar 
activities that such use is dangerous and 


inappropriate and may result in severe 
injury or death to persons engaged there- 
in. 

VUSA does have control over 
the commercial uses of its trademarks and 
regards the use of the VELCRO® trade- 
mark in connection with the commercial 
promotion of wall jumping or similar 
activities as an unauthorized and infring- 
ing use of its trademark. Therfore, VUSA 
hereby requests that you cease and desist 
any and all use of any of the VELCRO® 
trademarks in connection with such activi- 
ties. Cordially, 

Valerie A. April 
Legal Assistant 
Velcro Group Corporation 

Velcro Man replies: Your letter — 
and several nasty falls — has convinced 
me to retire from wall jumping. Iam 
now pursuing a career copying body 
parts as Xerox Man. 
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Reflections By Patsy West 


When Manatees Were Hunted For Food 


Note: Scott Baxter from Atlanta 
(sbaxter@fanier.com) is interested in 
Seminole hunting practices in regards to 
the manatee. He also wanted to know if 
the Seminoles utilized manatee hide or 
ivory. 


arly in the 19th century before the 
Seminole Wars, the Seminoles hunt- 
ed manatee to supply meat to the 
British turtle hunters who docked in the 
Florida Keys. 

In the latter 1 9th century, river 


mouths and bays appear to have been the 
manatee or sea cow’s favorite areas where 
these mammals swam in herds. They were 
a favorite food of the Seminole who pur- 
sued them in their cypress dugout sailing 
canoes. When a herd of manatee was 

sighted, one was singled out and 
pursued. The hunter, positioned in 
the bow of the canoe, harpooned 
the manatee when it surfaced for 
air. Attached to the harpoon was a 
rope with a buoy, so that when the 
manatee sank injured to the bot- 
tom, the hunter could locate its 
position. 

When the manatee rose 
to the surface to breathe, the 
hunter was ready with a rifle to 
make the kill. Manatee meat tasted 
very similar to pork according to 
my South Florida pioneer grand- 
mother, whose family and friends 
feasted on manatee taken on Little 
River in North Miami. 

I do not have records 
that show either manatee hide or 
bone was utilized by the 
Seminoles for trade or personal 
use. 

— Reflections Number 184. 



Robert Osceola on a manatee hunt on New River, Fort Lauderdale ca. 1890s. 




Hunters show off freshly killed manatee that was lifted onto the Stranahan dock. 



Tom Gallaher with Lynda Falcone, Director of Canadian Sales and Marketing, 
Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau, man booth at event. 


Seminoles Lure Canadians 


WESTON — In front of a color- 
ful mural of the Everglades, Florida 
Seminole Tourism was promoted last 
month at the Wyndham Resort and Spa in 
western Broward County. 

Tom Gallaher, Development and 
Promotions Coordinator for Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum, handed out pins, posters, and 
brochures to about 300 travel agents, tour 
operators and suppliers attending the con- 
ference of GIANTS, the Greater 
Independent Association of National 
Travel Services. 

Lee Tiger, Director of Seminole 
Tourism Development, helped kick off the 
event Nov. 19 with a “peace pipe” presen- 
tation ceremony to John Kennedy, 
Executive Director of GIANTS Travel 
Ltd. 

The 15th annual conference was 
brought to Fort Lauderdale through the 
efforts of Lynda Falcone, Director of 
Canadian Sales Marketing for the Greater 
Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors 


Bureau, and Alfredo Gonzales, Director of 
International Sales. 

“We’re really enjoying a tremen- 
dous amount of success in the Canadian 
market right now, as seen by the number 
of occupancies, especially in the Fort 
Lauderdale beach area. And GIANTS is 
one of the key players in the retail area of 
Canada, bringing people to south 
Florida,” said Gonzales. 

Founded in 1968, GIANTS is a 
consortium of independently owned and 
operated travel agencies. The organization 
now has over 850 travel agency members 
across Canada and 1 ,200 agencies in the 
United States. The purpose of the confer- 
ence is to allow the owners and managers 
of member agencies to network with each 
other and meet tourism suppliers. 

Participation of the Seminole 
Tribe was part of the ongoing partnership 
with the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention and Visitors Bureau to pro- 
mote South Florida tourism. 


Little Mr. and Little Miss Seminole 
2001 - Contest 

Sponsored by 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Mitchell Cypress, President 
At 

Laura M. Osceola Stadium 
Seminole Tribal Fair Grounds 
6:00 pm, Friday, Feb. 6, 2001 

Contestant must be an enrolled Tribal Member between the ages 
of 3 to 5 by Feb. 9, 2001 No Exceptions 


For more information please contact any of the following people: 
Hwd: Wanda Bowers or Ginger Tiger, Imm: Sheila Aguilar, B.C: Mary J. 
Coppedge, Alice Billie, Jeanette Cypress, Brtn: Satina Dorgan 
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2001 Seminole Tribal Fair - Pow Wow & PRC A Rodeo 
Lit’l Mr. & Miss Seminole Contest 
Little Mr. & Miss Seminole - 2001 
Contestant Application 


Date: Contestant#- 

Child’s Name: Age: 

Tribal Enrollment Number: Date of Birth: 

Parent(s): Reservation: 

(Guardian) Signature 


Parent(s)/Guardian Print 

Contestant must be an enrolled tribal member between the ages of 
3-5 as of Feb. 9, 2001. Must be 3 years by Friday, Feb. 9, 2001. 
No Exceptions. 

Registration Deadline is Friday, Feb. 9, 2001 at 5:30 p.m. All con- 
testants must be registered by Deadline - Contest Begins at 6:00 
p.m. at the Laura May Osceola Stadium. 

Lit’l Mr. & Miss Contest 
Tribal Fair Committee 


Charley Tigertail: Early 
Trader Helped Everyone 


Note: After we received the let- 
ter below , correspondent Vida Volkert 
prepared the following report: 

Hello , my name is Alvin. Could 
you please e-mail me a photo of Charlie 
Tigertail? Today people don ’t have 
heroes. Well, Charley Tigertail was a 
great man with a trading post below the 
old Loop Road and was friends with 
George Storter and the Brown family. He 
helped whites and Indians alike and was 
a true human being. I wish I could have 
met him. 

Alvin Lederer 

Naples 

By Vida Volkert 

Sometime in 1902, a period of 
rough frontiersmen where violence domi- 
nated the South Florida scene and the 
daughters and sons of the Seminole Indian 
survivors of the Seminole Wars (1835- 
1 842) were struggling to reemerge as a 
Tribe, Charley Tigertail left his garden in 
the wild Everglades in search of a dream. 

The visionary Indian, dressed in 
colorful regalia, paddled his canoe across 
marshes and swamps in the direction of 
the then growing city of Miami, emerging 
as a prosperous community that attracted 
investors from all over the states. 

Charley Tigertail arrived in 
Miami and docked his canoe on the banks 
of the Miami River near the center of the 
town. He walked across the main streets 
where he found skeptical and snobbish 
women clothed in fancy dresses and hats 
decorated with feathers of different native 
birds. 

He walked next to white men in 
their leather boots, belts and hats, who 
smoked cigars. Colorful signs advertising 
the different businesses hung on the walls 
of the two story buildings of 
the main streets. How different 
than his native wild but quiet 
Everglades was this fast-grow- 
ing community. 

Tigertail walked with 
confidence and dignity into the 
local supply store in search of a 
gasoline motor, boards, beams 
and shingles. Once he found 
them, he walked out in the 
direction of his canoe. 

After the skillful 
Indian had attached the motor 
to his canoe, he put the cargo 
inside the boat and set back for 
the Everglades. This time he 
made a quicker trip, the sound 
of his motor scaring the alliga- 
tors and the birds. 

In the Everglades he 
chose a strategic spot and with 
the help of friends began build- 
ing what was to be known as 
Mr. Charley Tigertail ’s Store, 
the only Indian store ever 
known to exist in the region 
until the completion of the 
Tamiami Trail in 1928. Rare for 
that time — early 1 900s — 

Charley Tigertail was a literate 
man born and raised in the 
Everglades. 

“He could speak 
English as well as he could 
speak the Seminole Indian lan- 
guage,” said historian Patsy 
West, author of The Enduring 
Seminoles, from Alligator 
Wrestling to Ecotourism. 

Although nobody knows with 
certainty how or where Tigertail learned 
the white man’s language, West speculates 
he taught himself, merely driven by ambi- 
tion. 

“He was very ambitious and 
wanted to succeed in the white man’s 
world, and that was rare in a Seminole at 
that time,” says West. “They [Seminoles] 
were not normally driven to associate 
with whites. They still had fear and cau- 
tion.” 

West explains that this was a 
time in which the English language was 
forbidden to the Indians. In an effort to 
preserve the integrity of their Indian cul- 


ture, the Tribal Council did 
not allow the Indians to ven- 
ture into the white man’s 
world. “Anyone caught 
learning the white man’s 
language was to be pun- 
ished,” said West. 

But regardless of 
the punishment and the 
obstacles that an Indian 
raised in the wilderness 
could have encountered, 

Charley managed to speak, 
read and write English. 

According to the 
late historian Charlton W. 

Tebeau, author of three pop- 
ular books Florida s Last 
Frontier, The Story of 
Chokoloskee and They Lived 
in a Park, Charley Tigertail 
grew up between the 
Chokoloskee Bay area and 
the Big Cypress swamp. 

The Chokoloskee 
area is the lower peninsula 
from Naples to Biscayne 
Bay and is surrounded by 
hundreds of small islands, 
swamps, hammocks and 
marshes. Today the Tamiami 
Trail crosses this area and 
connects it with civilization. 

Back in the early 1 900s, 
however, there were no 
roads or highways in the 
area and the only access was 
by boat or canoe. 

At that time, the Seminole 
Indians were primarily agriculturists. The 
surviving Indians of the Seminole Wars 
used the Chokoloskee lands for cultiva- 
tion rather than settlement. Most of them 
lived “in the mainland outside the 




Charley Tigertail’s daughter Ruby was often at his store, 


Everglades,” A.J. Duncan, the Secretary 
of the Interior, reported in 1898. 

Charley Tigertail appears in the 
list of Indians with a garden in the area 
reported by Duncan. It is presumed that 
Tigertail therefore spent his youth in the 
Chokoloskee area, learning about agricul- 
ture techniques. 

But Tigertail also developed 
skills in navigation, for he left the agricul- 
tural path for a more adventurous life. 

“He [Charley Tigertail] did things that 
were contrary to what other Indians did,” 
said West. “With his store Charley 
Tigertail ventured in a business usually 
run by white men.” 

His store was located on a 


TRADERS: Charley Tigertail with Ted Smallwood. 


“canoe run from the head of Rock Creek 
that joins Lostman’s River and Broad 
River, toward forty mile bend,” recorded 
Tebeau in his Florida s Last Frontier. 

Charley’s store was a three-story 
wooden building with a dock leading out 
into the water. 

With this enterprise he became 
known among whites as well as 
Indians, and his trading business 
ran from Chokoloskee to the 
Everglades and Miami. There he 
traded furs, skins and feathers 
and even operated a motor launch 
built for him by Captain George 
Storter. 

Tebeau believed this 
trading post to be a gathering 
place for Indians “who hunted 
southward where there was little 
or no dry land for camping.” 

But by 1910 Tigertail 
went out of business. Tebeau 
reported Tigertail to be “a victim 
of giving too much credit.” 
Whether Charley Tigertail con- 
tinued in the trading business is 
not known for sure, but it is 
known that with the opening of 
the Tamiami Trail in 1928 the 
traditional ways of the Indians 
changed forever. 

The Everglades became 
accessible for whites from the 
east and the west coasts as well. 
Now they could drive their auto- 
mobiles across the Everglades 
without the need of an Indian 
guide or without fearing the 
wilderness. 

The Seminoles also 
evolved with the construction of 
the Tamiami Trail. They learned 
to sell their arts and crafts and 
began gathering along the edges 
of the Tamiami Trail to attract 

tourists. 

Charley Tigertail for his part 
learned to drive and acquired an automo- 
bile. Unfortunately, he drove it into the 
Tamiami Trail Canal and drowned. This 
was the end of a visionary man who chal- 
lenged the boundaries between two cul- 
tures marked by a devastating past. 

His legacy remains intact, as he 
was the first businessman among the 
Seminole in his own particular way. For 
the most part, Charley Tigertail chal- 
lenged his culture and traditional ways but 
made his dreams come true and died in 
the search for new dreams. 
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Fort Barnwell: Court Martial Saga Was Played Out At Supply Post 


During the Seminole Wars (1817-1858), the United 
States Army built forts across the peninsula of 
Florida . In this exclusive, ongoing Seminole 
Tribune series, correspondent Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon reports on the role these forts played in the 
battles that were - in their time - the longest and 
most costly military campaigns ever fought by the 
United States . 

By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

VOLUSIA — On the morning of April 14, 

1836, a burial party was sent out of Fort Barnwell 
carrying the bodies of two dead soldiers who had suf- 
fered from the measles and dysentery. They were to 
be buried in the military section of the Volusia 
Cemetery. 

The burial party was returning from the 
cemetery after burying the two dead bodies when the 
Seminoles attacked them and two soldiers were 
killed. Since the attack came as a surprise, the sol- 
diers rushed to save their own lives and ran back to 
the fort, leaving two dead comrades on the ground. 

Maj. William Gates was in command of the 
fort. On hearing the commotion, he ran to see what 
was happening. He sent no one to help the men and 
decided it would be imprudent to rescue the dead 
bodies. Gates felt it would be irresponsible to endan- 
ger the lives of the men inside the fort. Most of them 
were very sick and weak and would be unable to 
fight. 

The Seminoles waited outside the stockade. 
They knew it was dishonorable to leave the dead 
lying on the ground without a proper burial. Sooner 
or later, the soldiers would go to their rescue. Gates 
waited 24 hours before a rescue attempt was made. 

“After waiting all day for a sign of a rescue 
party the Seminoles left in the night content with 
what they had accomplished. The Seminoles knew 
that the U.S. would want to avenge the dishonor 
brought upon them,” says Lilian D. Gibson, author of 
Annals of Volusia and Early Days of Volusia , which 
trace the history of Volusia County. 

The Seminole warriors left to prepare for the 
counterattack that was coming. Meanwhile in 
Washington, President Andrew Jackson was informed 
of the attack in Florida and was planning his next 
move. 

“Once President Jackson heard of what hap- 
pened, he immediately removed Gates from his com- 
mand,” remarks Gibson. “He heard of the attack via 
the Savannah Georgian , a local newspaper.” 

The Savannah Georgian had printed on 
March 30, 1836, “We regret that we cannot relieve 
the anxiety of our Carolina brethren by publishing the 
names of those slain at Fort Volusia (Barnwell).” 

“The foray produced a celebrated court-mar- 
tial,” states John Mahon, author of History of the 
Second Seminole War. “The charge against him 
(Gates) was that he had left two bodies lying outside 
the works of Fort Barnwell and had made no effort to 
recover them for a full 24 hours,” says Mahon. 

Gates was appalled that he was being 
accused of a crime. He felt he dealt with the situation 
in an appropriate manner due to the circumstances he 
found himself under. Gates was no newcomer to the 
military. [He was] “A crusty old New-England-bred 
West Pointer who had been in the army since 1806,” 
as described by George Walton, author of Fearless 
and Free , which recounts the Seminole Wars. At the 
time of the court martial, Gates’, rank was Major of 
the 1 st Regiment Artillery. 

On June 7, 1836, Gates 
was convicted by the court 
and prohibited from fur- 
ther service in the army. 

There had been 
many testimonies, some 
exonerating him, others 
accusing him of wrongdo- 
ing. But what sealed his 
fate was the testimony of 
Gen. Winfield Scott, com- 
mander of Florida at the 
time. 

“Gen. Scott had 
left Gates in charge of the 
fort and he expected him 
to handle all matters 
appropriately. He felt there 
was no excuse for not 
recovering the bodies in an 
appropriate time frame,” 
says Gibson. 

“The officer was stricken from the rolls of 
the Army by my order, on the 7th of June last, upon a 
full consideration by me of the proceedings of a court 
of inquiry held at his request for the purpose of inves- 
tigating his conduct during and subsequent to the 
attack on Fort Barnwell, at Volusia, in Florida, in 
April last, which court, after mature deliberation on 
the testimony before them, expressed the opinion 
“that the effective force under the command of Major 
Gates was much greater than the estimated force of 
the Indians who attacked him on the morning of the 
14th of April 1836, and that therefore he was capable 
of meeting the enemy in the field if necessary; also 
that the bodies of two volunteers killed were improp- 
erly left exposed, and ought to have been brought in 
on the morning when they were killed, such 
exposure necessarily operating injuriously on 
the garrison,” wrote President Jackson in his 
Executive Journal. 

Gates was disgraced but never gave 
up on clearing his name. He had defenders 
who stood by his side. They all got together 
and pleaded for the court to review the case. 

“In time they, convinced the high command 
that under the circumstances it would have 
been imprudent to risk living men to rescue 
two dead bodies,” states Mahon. On Jan. 7, 

1837, Gates was restored to his rank of major. 

He was exonerated of all the charges against 
him. 

“I nominate William Gates, late 
major of the 1st Regiment of Artillery, for 
reappointment in the Army, to be major in the 
2nd Regiment of Artillery, to take rank from 
the 30th May, 1832, the date of his former 
commission,” wrote President Jackson in his 
Executive Journal dated Dec. 27, 1836. 

Fort Barnwell is most remembered 
for the court martial of Maj. Gates since the 
attack of the burial party was so highly publi- 
cized at the time. But the fort, also, played 
other important roles in the U.S. Army while it 
was garrisoned. 

Like many forts in Florida, Fort 
Barnwell went through several name changes. “You 
know the English, they always like changing names 
when they were in control,” Gibson says. 

“St. John’s (River) was first named San Juan 
but when the English took over they translated it. I 
believe it sounded so much prettier in Spanish,” 
remarks Gibson. Mrs. Gibson’s family moved to 
Volusia in the early 1 800s and she has lived there her 
whole life. She is 87 years old. 

“My great uncle served in the Third Creek- 


Seminole War and was stationed at Fort Barnwell,” 
Gibson says. “He belonged to the Florida Militia not 
the regular army. I remember reading letters he had 
sent to my father during his time there telling him of 
how life was at the fort. It was a tough life from what 
I remember,” says Gibson. 

“Fort Barnwell was located on the east side 
of the St. John’s River, atop a shell mound. It was 
made of lightwood pine or 
cedar. The fort was built there 
because from there you could 
see everything around you, 
nothing could surprise you and 
since it was so much above 
ground there was a cellar con- 
structed. Not too many places 
have cellars in Florida since 
we are so near the ocean,” 
remarks Gibson. 

It was first estab- 
lished as Fort Columbia in 
Feb. 27, 1836. The fort was 
named Columbia after the vol- 
unteers from Columbia, S.C., 
under the command of Capt. 

D.C. Elmore. 

“Captain Elmore’s 
Company of Columbia S.C. 

Volunteers . . . came on the 
steamship Santee to establish a 
fort at Volusia,” read the Niles 
Weekly Register , a local news- 
paper printed at the time. In 
February 1836, Gen. Scott, 
newly appointed commander 
of Florida, set up his head- 
quarters at Fort Columbia and 
planned to fan out from 
Volusia in three wings, which 
were to descend on the Indian 
stronghold at the Cove of 
Withlacoochee. He was wait- 
ing for volunteers to arrive to 
continue his campaign. 

“The fort changed names to 
Fort Barnwell, when volun- 
teers from the district of 
Barnwell, S.C., arrived under 
the command of Capt. Allen 
around March 24, 1836,” 
states Gibson. 

Once they arrived, 

Gen. Scott left to start his 
attack on the Seminoles. Maj. 

Gates was left in command of 
the fort. Fort Volusia was 
important for the army because 
it served as a major supply 
depot. Many different stores 
were located at the fort. But, 
sickness and disease took a 
dreadful toll on the men in the 
fort. Florida weather always caused many soldiers to 
get sick easily. The heat, mosquitoes and the damp- 
ness were a haven for disease. 

So many men were dying that burial parties 
were a near-constant duty. The last thing the fort 
needed was to spread some disease from maintaining 
the decaying bodies within the fort walls. It was on 
one of these burial parties that the attack took place. 

“This led to the court mar- 
tial of Gates,” says Gibson, 
meaning that the Seminoles 
were aware of the movement 
around the fort. Scott was 
never received well in Florida. 
Many felt he did not have the 
capacity and was not trained 
properly to be able to put an 
end to the war. 

“Unfortunately he was nei- 
ther trained nor amenable to 
Indian warfare. He had after all 
copied from the French the 
drill manuals then used by the 
U.S. Army, and was thorough- 
ly steeped in European meth- 
ods of warfare,” says Mahon. 
“But, that style of fighting was 
useless against the hit and run 
tactics favored by the 
Seminoles.” 

Still, when Scott started his campaign the 
U.S. appropriated money for the war in Florida. 

“Congress took its first notice of the state of 
conflict clearly existing in Florida. On Jan. 6, 1836, 
Churchill C. Cambreleng, a Jacksonian from New 
York and chairman of the House Committee on 
Military Affairs, acting for the administration, pro- 
posed that $80,000 be appropriated to suppress the 
hostilities in Florida,” says Mahon. “The appropria- 
tion rose to $120,000 and on Jan. 29, a second act 
allotting $500,000 more to defeat the Seminoles.” In 
addition, “the governor had power to borrow $20,000 
for defense of the Territory.” 

With this much money appropriated and no 
results, many non-Indian/Floridians became infuriat- 
ed and asked for the removal of Scott as commander 


of Florida. Scott did not have much success with his 
campaign. “Jealousy among the Generals at Fort 
Volusia will cause the failure of Scott’s campaign,” 
reported the Weekly Register. 

“Everyone knew Scott was disliked,” says 
Gibson. “All those under him did not follow his 
orders. They were trying to get their names in the his- 
tory books. There was no camaraderie among them so 
Scott failed. He had people to command but no one 
followed him. Everyone did their own thing. People 


got tired of the war, they wanted an end and did not 
see one coming with Scott in charge. They demanded 
change.” 

“Scott’s campaign was almost certain to fail 
because the Indians were too mobile and too vigilant 
to be caught between the slow-moving, noisy 
columns trying to converge upon them. To end the 
war in one campaign would have required the inven- 


tion of a new method of using soldiers against 
Indians on a large scale. 

“The lack of knowledge of the terrain, the 
unprepared state of the military, the need to gather 
large supplies in a hurry, the terrible conditions of 
transport, the foul weather, and the determined nature 
of the foe, — it is surprising that Scott got his three 
wings into the wilderness and back again at all. But 
that is the only praise that can be offered him, for the 
campaign was by no means a work of genius,” says 
Mahon of Scott’s campaign. 

Change came when President Jackson gave 
Richard Keith Call, governor of Florida at the time, 
command of the forces in Florida. 

“On May 30, Gov. Call again wrote directly 
to the President,” states Mahon. He was sharply criti- 
cal of Scott’s campaign, and boldly sanguine about 
what he himself could do if officially given the task. 

“Here was his proposal: use the 
Withlacoochee as a supply line, for by means of the 
river supplies could be brought within 20 miles of the 
hostile villages in the Cove; feint an attack with 
horsemen while supplies and men were being pushed 
up the river in fortified boats at night; when prepared 
and in position, beat Osceola once and the Seminole 
war spirit would wither. Jackson liked this proposal. 

“Rarely before had a civilian been given 
command of a field army made up, not only of his 
own militia, but of militia from other states and of 
units of the regular army. At this time Call had no 
army rank. He had been a regular officer for eight 
years, but in 1 822 had resigned his commission to 
take up the practice of law in Pensacola. 
Consequently, his only military title was that of com- 
mander in chief of the militia of the Territory of 
Florida.” 

“Call was known as dynamic and command- 
ing in manner,” says Mahon. “He had a powerful, 
melodious voice and friends called his manner impe- 
rious and feared his temper. The unfriendly labeled 
him selfish, lofty and arrogant. He could not forgive 
those who by his sensitive standards had affronted 
him. 

“One Tennessee volunteer recorded in his 
diary that he was unwilling to act as Taquey boy’ to 
little upstart foppish lieutenants of the regular army 


who thought it was a great condescension to speak to 
or notice a common person,”’ says Mahon 

With all these negatives, Call took command 
of the forces on June 21, 1836 and immediately 
began his campaign against the Seminoles. His cam- 
paign was to be held in the summer. This was sup- 
posed to surprise the Seminoles since in the summer 
the army usually retired due to hot, damp weather, the 
forts would usually would be abandoned, rivers 
would usually overflow and it would be a the season 


of disease. 

“The summer of 1836 was a time of frustra- 
tions for the new commander in Florida,” writes 
Mahon. “It was an uncommonly sickly season, and 
Call himself was from time to time severely indis- 
posed.” 

Call could not start his campaign until the 
end of summer because he was waiting for the volun- 
teers to come serve in the army and the 
supplies needed to equip the men. 

When Call did start his campaign he 
had problems with communication and 
his orders were not followed. 

“Frustrated as he was, Call yet 
continued optimistically to plan for his 
summer campaign, now pushed into the 
fall,” says Mahon. “His basic idea was 
to hem the Seminoles in by means of 
four supply points, all accessible by 
steamboat. Two of them, one at Tampa 
and the other at Volusia, were already in 
operation. As of Sept. 8 he had not been 
able to establish the last two because of 
the lack of manpower.” 

Call and his command had 
small skirmishes with the Seminoles 
throughout his campaign. The biggest 
fight came on Nov. 21, 1836 at the 
Battle of Wahoo Swamp. It was also the 
last battle of Call’s campaign. 

“The objective was the fighting 
force of the Indians which, according to 
all signs, was concentrated in Wahoo 
Swamp across the Withlacoochee from 
the Cove,” says Mahon. “When Call 
arranged his line opposite to them 
(Seminoles) it extended for a mile: the 
Tennessee brigade on the right, the reg- 
ulars and Florida militia in the center, 
and the Creek Indians on the left. At the 
general’s command the line moved for- 
ward in extended order across the open 
field. 

“All held their fire until within 
50 yards of the well-protected Seminole 
position, then they blasted and charged 
on the run. The fire was returned but 
soon the Indians began to give ground. 
The entire attacking line, now badly 
disorganized, floundered through the 
dense swamp growth in search of the 
foe. Wading through mud and water for 
a mile and a half, the Creek wing at 
length reached a running stream about 
10 yards wide, which looked deep 
because the water was black. From the 
far bank the Seminoles, led by Cloud 
(Yaholoochee) and Osuchee (Cooper), 
opened a destructive fire, indicating that 
they had made another stand. 

“Unit by unit, man by man, the rest 
of CalFs army floundered to the bank of 
the branch and added its firepower. A heavy gun bat- 
tle continued across the ribbon of water until around 
3:30 p.m. One man had tried to cross the bank but got 
shot and disappeared into the darkness of the water. 
This scared all the men and no one tried to cross the 
bank again; instead they chose to retire and seek a 
supply point. 

“Later investigation revealed that the narrow 
branch could easily have been forded. The blackness 
of the water concealed the fact that it was only three 
feet deep. Had someone had the courage to try, he 
would have discovered this, and a crossing would 
have been decisive, for it would have laid open to the 
white army a settlement where 200 Negro men and 
420 Indian warriors with their women, children, and 
gear had lived since the start of the war,” states 
Mahon. 

After the Battle of Wahoo Swamp, Call 
headed toward Fort Barnwell (Volusia) arriving there 
on Nov. 22, 1836. A few days later he received a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, Benjamin F. Butler. He 
was being relieved of his duty. CalFs campaign was 
over. 

On Dec. 2, 1836, Call wrote a letter in 
defense of his campaign. He really came close to 
ending the war but he was ill-equipped, most of his 
men were sick and hungry which led to them being 
disgruntled and resigning or leaving when their serv- 
ice terms were completed. 

“What hurt the most was that his old friend, 
the President (Jackson), had judged him on hearsay 
evidence,” says Mahon. “Call never forgave Jackson 
and from that time forward slowly moved out of his 
party. 

“To his (CalFs) credit, no other commander 
would come as close as he did to bringing the main 
body of the Seminole warriors to bay,” says Mahon. 

On Dec. 9, 1836, Brev. Gen. Thomas Sidney 
Jesup arrived at Fort Barnwell (Volusia) and took 
over the command of Florida. He was arriving from 
the Indian War in Alabama. 

“A flare-up among the Creeks in Alabama in 
the spring of 1836 had produced a near panic in 
Washington, lest Seminoles reinforce Creeks or vice 
versa,” says Mahon. 

Jesup had been able to put an end to the war 
in Alabama quickly. President Jackson 
applauded his effort and gave him the com- 
mand of Florida. 

“His opening instructions were to 
achieve what Call had failed to do: attack the 
Seminoles in their strongholds and drive them 
from the area between Tampa Bay and the 
Withlacoochee River. Beyond that, he was to 
use his own discretion,” states Mahon. 

Jesup moved on with his campaign. 
He asked for more men and the equipment 
necessary to end the war. 

“While crossing the peninsula on 
the way to relieve Call at Volusia, he conclud- 
ed that both Fort King and Volusia were poor- 
ly situated to serve as depots,” states Mahon. 

“On Jan. 27, 1837 at the Battle of 
Hatcheelustee, the volume of fire which 
ensued was battle-size, but otherwise the 
action was formless. The soldiers overran an 
Indian camp where they captured 1 00 ponies, 
half of them loaded with packs. About five 
Indian noncombatants and 23 Negroes were 
bagged, as usual the warriors got away.” 

The battle produced some negotiations with 
important enemies. On Feb. 3, 1837, the sol- 
diers discovered that Jumper, Micanopy, and 
Abraham had been captured. The three were 
ready for a talk. 

Jesup and the Seminoles agreed to end hos- 
tilities until Feb. 18, when they would meet at Fort 
Dade to talk about negotiations. Of course, negotia- 
tions meant that the Seminoles would agree to emi- 
grate west. Jesup waited for the Chiefs on Feb. 18, 
but no one showed up. He was infuriated and started 
planning an attack. 

Finally on Feb. 22, Chiefs Jumper and Cloud 
entered Fort Dade, which eased the tension, and the 

See FORT BARNWELL, page 5 





Gov. Richard Keith Call — civilian in command of military troops. 
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negotiations continued. In early March, Jesup met 
with prime negotiators — Chiefs Alligator and 
Holahtoochee — and came to an agreement called 
“Capitulation of the Seminole nation of Indians and 
their allies by Jumper, Holahtoochee, or Davy, and 
Yaholoochee, representing the principal chief 
Micanopy.” 

The Capitulation, which was signed on 
March 6, 1837, stated the following: (1) hostilities 
were ended, once and for all; (2) the Seminoles 
agreed to migrate immediately west of the 
Mississippi, . . . present themselves at a concentra- 
tion point no later than April 10, 1837; and (3) the 
white men agreed to subsist the Seminoles from the 
time they turned themselves in at Fort Brooke 
(Tampa) until they reached their new homes, and 
thereafter for one year. 

Many Floridians were not happy with the 
arrangement. By “allies” it meant the blacks would 
migrate west with the Seminoles. The Floridians 
would not tolerate this and put pressure on Jesup. 

Jesup fell to the pressure and modified the 
Capitulation to include the demand that Seminoles 
surrender the runaway slaves who had become part 
of their band. He determined the destination points 
to be Fort Barnwell (Volusia) and Fort Brooke. In 
the summer of 1837, Fort Barnwell housed the 
blacks the Seminoles surrendered. 

“The Indians had agreed to send slaves 
taken from white people during the war, to (Fort) 
Volusia and Fort Mellon,” says Gibson. 

After that time, Jesup still kept Fort 
Barnwell (Volusia) active. But as time went by the 
importance of the fort diminished since Jesup decid- 
ed it would no longer be used as a central supply 
depot. 

“Fort Volusia was a pivotal supply point at 
one time,” says Gibson. “Many forts where supplied 
through Fort Volusia. Fort King for instance could 
only receive supplies from Volusia. 

But, Volusia lost its importance as a supply 
point, then Fort Mellon, then even Fort Lane. The 
general directed the quartermaster to cut a road 25 
or 30 miles from Indian River Inlet to the head of 
the St. John’s, and when it was completed to aban- 
don the St. John’s as a supply line,” says Mahon. 

Since he no longer planned to use the St. 
John’s River as a supply line, he continued building 
forts where he thought they were needed. 

“He built another fort further up the St. 
John’s than any before it, about 80 miles straight 
north of the Okeechobee battleground. Because of 
the date on which the work began, the new log 
structure was named Fort Christmas, and by Dec. 

30, 1837 it was completed and garrisoned with two 
companies,” says Mahon. 

With the construction of Fort Christmas, 
Fort Barnwell (Volusia) and many other forts down 
the St. John’s River were abandoned. Slowly, time 
ate away at Fort Volusia, like many of the forts in 
Florida and little by little it disappeared. 

“The fort was always known as Fort 
Volusia to those who lived around here,” Gibson 
says. “When a new person in command came to stay 
at the fort they would change the name, but it 
always has been and always will be Fort Volusia. No 
matter how many times they try to change the 
name,” Gibson clarifies. 

“The fort was so well fortified that no one 
dared attack it,” claims Gibson. “Indians gathered 


around several times, but they never mounted a full 
attack. When they saw where it stood they just 
turned around and left.” 

When asked whether the fort still existed, 
Gibson paused before answering: 

“The government, well, the State Road 
Department, took the shell mound away to build 
roads. They sold the shell and made roadbeds out of 
it because you know back then they had dirt roads 
and wagons and horses. Since the wagons were 
heavy they would sink in so they made shell roads 
which is the worst thing they could do because it 
was really something when we had the high hill 
there and we could see over the whole river and 
countryside. 

“It was located on the hill and made of 
shells, marine shells . . . Florida had big high shell 
hills but then the road department took it away. It 
belonged to my family, but then the government 
took it away. My mother even put on my birth cer- 
tificate: Fort Volusia,” claims Gibson. 

“Fort Barnwell was located on the hill on 
the east side of the St. John’s River where Route 40 
meets Volusia and Astor. It’s actually on the county 
line between Volusia County and Lake County. Now 
the Dillard House is there and there are other resi- 
dential homes all around the area. 

“The Dillard House was my parents’ home 
and now my daughter lives there. The only thing left 
to remember the birthplace of Volusia is a marker 
that is on a 400-year-old tree stating, ‘The 
Birthplace of Volusia Town, Oldest Town in Volusia 
County,” recalls Gibson. 

“I believe I know the reason why it was 
called Volusia,” she says, in opposition to what most 
history books say; the name Volusia came from one 
of the first settlers, a Belgian native whose name 
was loosely spelled and loosely pronounced 
“Volousee.” 

“The Indians that came to visit me long ago 
said you live here where the pretty shells are and 
they called them ‘voluta,’” Gibson says. “I looked 
up that word and it means the shells that are rolled 
to a sharp point. That’s what those Indians told me 
and they were there. I believe them. They are like 
conch shells, except they come to a point, and that’s 
where they were on the shell hill mound.” 

In addition to conducting extensive 
research on Fort Volusia and Volusia County, Gibson 
has donated all the artifacts that she has found on 
the land to the Barberville Pioneer Settlement. The 
items include Indian pottery and shells, English and 
Spanish coins, military buttons from the Seminole 
War period, and an arrowhead collection. 

Marilyn Breeze, Director of the Pioneer 
Settlement, says, “We do two guided tours and if 
you specifically want to see what Mrs. Lilian has 
donated you can say that when you come in and the 
tour guide will make sure that they get to see all of 
that.” 

“We are hoping that Lilian (Gibson) will 
come up and translate all of it (artifacts) and give us 
a little background on the fort,” Breeze says. “She’s 
the only one that really knows the history of it,” 
remarks Breeze. 

The Pioneer Settlement is located at 1776 
Lightfoot Lane on Highway 40, five miles east of 
Astor. Its hours of operation are Monday - Friday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and closed 
on Sundays. There is a charge of $2.50 for adults 
and $1.50 for children. 

For further information, please call the 
Barberville Pioneer Settlement at (904) 749-2959. 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — Draino the alligator found 
a new home Friday, Jan. 12 when handlers from Billie 
Swamp Safari released him into a five-acre cypress 
dome natural habitat at the popular tourist attraction 
and wildlife preserve. 

Draino had been recuperating at Everglades 
Holiday Park, on Griffin Road west of US 27, since his 
removal from a West Boca Raton drainage pipe on 
Dec. 29. Neighborhood children nicknamed the 10-foot 
alligator who had resided in the pipe 
for about a month before wildlife 
officials came to his rescue. 

State animal trapper Rick 
Kramer was concerned about releas- 
ing Draino into the wild after its 
sojourn in the drainage pipe. “You 
cannot take him out of the pipe and 
put him back in the wild,” Kramer 
said after removing Draino from the 
pipe. “They need to run tests on him to make sure he is 
not disease-ridden.” 

Concern was also expressed by area residents 
since the gator had been hand fed during his time in 
Boca. “It won’t have the fear of man. If you did release 
it in its habitat, it would always have the knowledge it 
was hand fed, “ said David Eastep, who lives across 
the street from the drainage pipe. 

“The Safari can provide a safe natural habitat 
for Draino. The cypress dome at Billie Swamp Safari is 
fenced in with an elevated boardwalk winding through 
it. Draino will have five acres to roam in and will not 
come into direct contact with humans,” said Lucy 
Evanicki, Marketing Director for the Safari. 

Alligators are normally killed after being 
trapped because the state is overpopulated with the rep- 


tiles. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission said they could pose a serious threat if 
they lose their fear of humans. 

By Florida law, the trappers could have killed 
the animal and sold the meat and hide. Because the 
Boca area residents had become somewhat attached to 
the gator, Kramer decided to hand him over to Holiday 
Park. 

Allyn Szejko, of Wildlife Rescue, coordinated 
the move with Kathy Britt, an alligator handler at 

Gator Island in Holiday Park. Britt 
had given the medical clearance nec- 
essary for the move. Because of 
Draino ’s size and interaction with 
humans, Holiday Park was not able 
to provide the gator with a safe envi- 
ronment. 

With Safari alligator han- 
dlers Jacob Osceola, Gator John 
Kenyon, and Jonathan “Cat-tail” 
Vasquez, Draino was transported to the Safari via 
Gatormobile. The knowledgeable Safari staff will pro- 
vide him with the expert care needed for his survival. 
Draino is estimated to be around 25 years old and, with 
the proper care, should live another 50 years. 

Since his discovery in the drainage pipe, 
Draino has received lots of media attention. His move 
to the Safari was no exception. Ted Scouten, a reporter 
from WFOR - CBS Channel 4, and Nickolas Bourne, a 
reporter from WPLG - ABC Channel 10, were on hand 
to cover the transport for their respective stations. Print 
media from the Palm Beach Post , Boca Raton News , 
and the Sun-Sentinel also covered the story of Draino. 

Visitors to Billie Swamp Safari can see Draino 
by following the nature boardwalk, which meanders 
through the area just past Chickee Road. 


SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR AND RODEO 

FEBRUARY 8-11 


Categories: 

Seminole Patchwork Clothing 
(skirts, jackets, capes, etc.) 

Seminole Dolls (made from palmetto fibers) 
Woodwork (made from cypress wood, etc.) 
Beadwork 

Basketry (made from sweetgrass) 

Seminole patchwork or designs 
(one yard of one design) 


RULES & REGULATIONS: 

iITEM MUST HAVE BEEN MADE WITHIN THE PAST SIX MONTHS TO ENTRY DEADLINE. 
iITEM CAN NOT BE SOLD THEN RETRIEVED TO ENTER CONTEST. 
iONE ENTRY PER PERSON, PER CATAGORY. 

i PERSON SUBMITTING AN ENTRY MUST BE THE ORIGINAL ARTIST AND A MEMBER OF THE 
SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA. 
iNO REPEAT ENTRIES 

i DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES BROUGHT TO THE HOLLYWOOD TRIBAL OFFICE IS WEDNESDAY 
FEB. 7 AT 5 P.M. 

i DEADLINE FOR ALL ENTRIES IS THURSDAY FEB. 8 AT 8 A.M. AT THE TRIBAL FAIR GROUNDS, 
i ALL ENTRIES MUST BE PICKED UP ON SUNDAY BY 3 P.M. NO EXCEPTIONS! 


The Tribal Fair Committee will not be responsible 
for any items that are not picked up by 5 p.m. Sunday night. 


Seminole Crafts Contest 
Prizes 

First Place $1200 
Second Place $700 
Third Place $500 
Fourth Place $200 


BILLIE If 

SWAMP 4J7 
SAFARI fig 





Suspended License • Revoked License • Traffic Tickets • DUI 


Maybe We 
Can Help? 

The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 

954 - 760-7600 


Paula’s Furniture 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 
We Deliver 


It s more than western 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


how the west is w 
Davie 

6211 S.W. 45th Stt 
(954) 587-9000 

plus locations [i( 
Coconut Creek, 
Hialeah and Ocalla 


413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 
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Community News 


Mural Dedicated At Coconut Creek 



By Libby Blake 

COCONUT CREEK — A portrait of the 
Seminole Clans and Chief Billie, a 24 by 5 -foot 
mural by artist Donald G. Renner, was unveiled 


before a huge crowd at the Coconut Creek Casino 
during a special ceremony held Dec. 15. 

Tribal citizens and officials, along with casi- 
no patrons, gathered round as Seminole Tribal 

Chairman James E. Billie, accompanied 
by sons Micco and Kowoko, presided 
over the festivities. 

Before the unveiling, Billie intro- 
duced Mitchell Cypress, President of the 
Seminole Tribal Board, Mayor Marilyn 
Gerber and Commissioners Harold Sacks 
and Sam Goldsmith of Coconut Creek, 
Vice Mayor Robert Mark of Parkland, 
Mayor Joe Schreiber and Commissioner 
Edward C. Portner of Tamarac, and 
Danny Tommie, Tribal Gaming 
Department Operations and Compliance 
Officer. 

The painting portrays Chairman 
Billie surrounded by the Everglades and 
animals representing all the clans among 
the Seminole Tribe. 

Tribal citizens and dignitaries min- 
gled throughout the casino as employees 
presented them with an assortment of 
hors d’ oeuvres and wines. 

Some of those spotted among the 
crowd included Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola and wife 
Marge, Laura Mae Osceola, Joel Frank, 
Vincent and Loretta Micco, Charles 
Hiers, Vivian Osceola and husband Angel 
Delgado, Tate and Robin Osceola, 
Virginia Garcia, Alan Jumper, David 
Osceola, Dan and Leoda Osceola, Jimmie 
O’Toole Osceola, and William Osceola. 

Jo-Lin Osceola, Coconut Creek 
Casino Manager, thanked everyone “for 
w coming out to witness the unveiling of 
I this special portrait.” The casino provided 
?>3,000 Chief Billie T-shirts and white 
a chocolate portrait candies for the guests. 
The festivities and unveiling cere- 
mony were filmed by the Broadcasting 
Department to be aired on the Seminole 
Network. 


Artist Donald Renner, Jim Billie at Coconut Creek unveiling. 


Teen Describes Fitness Program 


By Casey McCall 

HOLLYWOOD — I want to tell you about 
this weight loss class I had taken. I lost about four to 
five pounds doing this class. It taught me and a cou- 
ple of my friends Joey, Michael, Nicholas, Bobby, 
Morgan and Me (Casey) to be better friends and be 
more happy about ourselves, because I think we all 
lost some weight. 

A couple of things I want to tell you is that 
this class was pretty fun. It was like we weren’t even 
exercising. It was like we were playing but still losing 
weight and some of the other times we were working 
hard. We were working so hard my legs and arms 
were sore. I was just hurting all over. But the instruc- 
tor said you have to get out of your comfortable stage 
if you want to lose weight and he pushed and never 
let any of us say “I can’t.” 


But we did go to fun places. Like one Friday 
we went to a place called Game Works, now that was 
fun. I think it’s better than Boomers. But we always 
try to do something fun every Friday, sometimes we 


don’t, but most of the time we do. 

But we don’t just work out, we learn things, 
too, like we learned about diabetes and what it does 
to you and how long it takes you to get it bad. We 
learned about eating right and what not to eat if you 
overweight. 

Just try any thing to lose weight. You’ll be 
happy, comfortable and healthy, so try and remember 
you have to get out of your comfortable spot to lose 
weight and control your eating habits and if you do 
all these things, I promise you’ll lose weight. 

The way I did it my mom Wanda Bowers, 
my sister Chrissy and a lot of my friends and family 
encouraged me to lose weight. If you have a friend 
that’s trying to lose weight or even you, try to influ- 
ence him in doing harder and harder. Not only will he 
feel happy, you will too. 

So all of you who 
are trying to lose 
weight, I encour- 
age you to keep at 
it and do your best 
and I hope you 
lose what you 
want. 

I would like to 
thank Barbara, 
Suzanne Davis, 
Toni Taglione, and 
Kenny Bay on for 
helping us, and 
also the Health 
Department, 
President Mitchell 
Cypress, and 
Hollywood 
Representative 
Max Osceola for 
supporting the 
program. Kenny 
for helping me 
and the group in 
teaching us to use 
the weights the 
right way and my mom for always being there, even 
when she didn’t want to. 

Next time Max and Mitchell should come 
with us to Muscle Beach. 



Teen fitness participants received a double bonus: They lost weight, gained friends. 


Hazardous Waste Collection Available 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Got old, half-empty 
containers of paint, pesticides, oil, cleaning fluids, or 
other chemicals around the house? Worrying that the 
container is deteriorating and the contents might leak 
out? What if the kids get into it, or the pets? The 
trash man won’t take it, so how do you dispose of it 
all? 

In an effort to reduce the amount of haz- 
ardous waste being disposed of or stored improperly 
and harming the environment, children, or pets, 
Broward County is offering a free drop off site for 
flammable, toxic, corrosive, and reactive wastes. 

“The goal of the Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) program is to educate Broward County 
residents about the dangers associated with hazardous 
waste and encourage proper waste management,” 
says Anthony Thomas, Environmental Health 
Specialist for the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

“We have a lot of children and pets on the 
Reservations these products could harm if not stored 
and disposed of properly. Tribal citizens now have a 
place to get rid of these potentially lethal items.” 

The disposal site is open every Saturday 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. The South County 
Transfer Station is located at 5601 W. Hallandale 
Beach Boulevard. 

Items eligible for disposal include paint, 
paint thinner and strippers, used oil, automotive flu- 
ids and gasoline, solvents, pesticides, insecticides, 
fertilizers, pool cleaners, spot removers, oven and 
drain cleaners, furniture and metal polish, mercury, 
batteries, and tires. 

Biohazardous waste, explosives, flares, fire 
extinguishers, or propane tanks are not permitted. 
Thomas suggests contacting the program for instruc- 
tions on what to do with these items. 

Before taking your items to the disposal site 


there are a few safety precautions to know to reduce 
the risk of accidents. 

When possible, wear protective gloves dur- 
ing all handling of the materials. Items should be kept 
in their original containers. Never mix chemicals. 

Label materials not in their original contain- 
ers. If the contents are unknown, label it to the extent 
possible. If you are unaware of the specific product 
name, provide the category, such as pesticide or 
cleaning product, label the outside and date it. 

All lids should be tightly sealed. If the con- 
tainer is leaking, place the original container in a 
larger one, pack with a non-flammable absorbent 
such as kitty litter to absorb any possible leaks, seal 
the lid tightly, and label the outside container. 

Once the items are packaged, care must be 
taken in transporting them to the site. Ideally items 
should be transported in the back of a pickup truck or 
a car trunk. If you must transport them inside a vehi- 
cle, make sure there is adequate ventilation. 

Do not smoke while transporting hazardous 
material. Flammables should be kept out of direct 
sunlight and away from all sources of heat, sparks, 
flames, and ignition. 

While it is important to teach children envi- 
ronmental lessons, the drop off site is not the best 
place to do it. Leave your children and pets at home. 
Even if the child or pet remains in the vehicle, they 
would be at risk as they are more susceptible to 
fumes than adults. 

Thomas encourages all Tribal citizens to 
make use of this free program. “These items are not 
only unsightly they are dangerous to the land and the 
people. Besides, how often does the government give 
you something for free?” 

Information for this article was submitted 
by Environmental Health Services. 


Tampa children will have new facilities, including playground featuring slides and climbing equipment. 



Tampa Opens New Recreation Center 


By Mark Madrid 

TAMPA — A new recreation center on the 
Tampa Seminole Reservation had an official commu- 
nity warming on the second day of the New Year 
2001. It was a chilly day with temperatures dipping 
into the upper thirties. 

Even as cold as it was outside and the door 
being opened continually by community members 
entering and exiting, the temperature inside remained 
comfortably warm. All the happy faces and the aroma 
of just barbecued ribs added to the warmth. 

Due to the increase in the population of 
Seminole children in the Tampa area the community 
was in need of a larger center. According to Barbara 


Sanchez, in 1982 her daughter Chiza was 2 years old 
at the time and the only child in their community. 
Now there are just as many children as there are 
adults - maybe even more if you count the newest 
ones. 

Debby Henry and Lilia Henry are the two 
ladies who have been working with the kids at the 
old recreation center and will continue at the new 
center. Debbie said it gives all the community kids a 
place to stay busy and be safe after school while their 
parents are working nearby. 

The new center will be open Monday 
through Friday during work hours. There will be 
games for all ages along with arts and crafts. 



Guests were able to purchase authentic Indian hand-crafted items from many Tribal vendors at show. 


Miccosukee Celebrates 26 Years 
Of Indian Arts & Crafts Festival 


By B. Secody 

MICCOSUKEE — Since 1975, the 
Miccosukee Tribe of Florida has hosted a holiday 
season celebration with their production of the Indian 
Arts Festival. Under the leadership of Buffalo Tiger, 
who served as Chairman of the Tribe for more than 
26 years, the Miccosukees gingerly began to invite 
foreign guests to come and share their normally pri- 
vate lifestyle and learn about the small band of 
Indians who survived the treacheries of the United 
States government, yet managed to thrive in an area 
where most people would have gone mad - either 
from the elements, seclusion or wildlife. 

Today, the Miccosukee Tribe has become 
one of the most successful Indian Tribes in the 
United States, and has still managed to keep its cul- 
ture and traditional way of life intact despite all the 
material resources which have become available to 
the Tribe. Many still prefer to live in the traditional 
way they grew up and most everyone still teaches 
their children that Miccosukee is their first language. 

This year’s Indian Arts celebration brought a 
schedule of events that was enjoyed by hundreds of 
visitors and spectators who packed into the 
Amphitheater. Entertainment included the Bird 
Chopper Drum Group and Dancers, Jackie Bird and 
family with their own popular style of songs, hoop 
dance and drums. 


The Zuni Rainbow Dancers and Oyate Wanji 
Singers and Dancers were both crowd pleasers, but 
no group drew more attention than the Miccosukee 
Fashion show. This event is always a colorful extrav- 
aganza with handmade patchwork creations guaran- 
teed to mesmerize visitors. Tribal citizens generally 
model their own creations, but the children who 
model the small outfits, always steal the show and the 
hearts of the crowd. 


Arts and crafts booths inside the village min- 
gled with smells of cedar, sage and lavender wafting 
through the air. Pottery, beadwork, and wood carv- 
ings were only a few of the items available to tourists 
and guests by Miccosukee and visiting tribal artisans. 
It has always been a rule that only Native American 
Artists are allowed to sell at this particular festival, 
while any craftspeople are welcome to sell their 
wares at the Music Festival held annually in July. 

Food booths remained packed, with never- 
ending lines stretched out half the length of the food 
area. Some actually ran out of certain food items 
before day’s end on opening day. 

Visitors marveled over the Miccosukee 
Museum, located in the rear of the village. It is filled 
with an array of beautiful paintings, carvings, photo- 
graphs, original clothing and other items used by peo- 
ple hundreds of years ago. 

Next to the museum is the home of monster 
gator “Tiny” - which has been there forever. Several 
other very large gators loll about the area warming 
their huge, leathery bodies in the warm sunlight. 

Man versus alligator has always been a hit 
with visitors who “ooh and aah” over the brave 
young man who holds his hand inside the gator’s 
open jaws and holds those same massive jaws closed 
with only his chin. The diverse crowd of spectators, 
who jam the arena, are then rewarded with a rare 

treat. They are allowed to 
hold and/or touch a real 
live alligator. The 
wrestler picks out one of 
the small, two-to-three 
foot babies, and allows 
tourists to have family or 
friends photograph them 
- being brave - or stupid. 
To watch the expressions 
on the faces of these 
future little gator- 
wrestlers, the truth soon 
becomes apparent, that 
“the eyes really are the 
windows to the soul.” 
There is no facade during 
this first (almost spiritu- 
al) encounter between 
^ man and reptile. It has 
1 been an experience not to 
& be soon forgotten and 
M soon to be told in some 
place faraway and a life- 
time from the small vil- 
lage where it occurred. 
Already another holi- 
day season has managed to make its appearance and 
slip away for yet another year, when time will repeat 
itself and the Miccosukee Indians will again prepare 
to welcome their guests to share a portion of their 
lives and their history for a week-long celebration of 
special friends, family, fun and good food. 



Cheyann Fox, Lester and Danny Skinner (1-r) examine reptiles at the event. 
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The Year Of The Chomp ** 4 


LOST DIGIT: Gator took Chief Billie’s finger. 


GLORY DAYS: Osceola sisters Tasha, Mercedes and Jo Jo excelled in cross-country, basketball 


a whisker of a chad, flying on a butterfly ballot with- 
out a postmark. 

But not only Gore, the Democratic candi- 
date, got chomped. So, too, did Florida when the 


respect. From now on, we can all say, “As Florida 
goes, so goes the country.” We just can’t say for sure 
how that will go. 

The Seminole Tribe continued to send 
ambassadors around the world. In 
September, a contingent of seven Tribal 
citizens departed for the Summer Olympic 
Games in Sydney, Australia. The group 
staffed a Florida pavilion there, handed out 
promotional materials, and created lasting 
ties with Australia’s aboriginal people. 
Earlier in the summer, the family of James 
Billie, whose band played the Copenhagen 
Jazz Festival, extended their stay as the 
Chief became the first American Indian to 
shake hands with a Viking on Danish soil. 
The Vikings would return the favor with a 
visit to the Tribe in the fall. 

Nature revealed more truths to the 
Seminoles and the world. In June, a car 
was discovered in the L-28 Interceptor 
Canal on Big Cypress, as an unseasonal 
drought reduced water levels. Tragically, a 
search found the remains of two young 
men, including Seminole Malcolm 
Tigertail, who had been missing with his 
friend Manuel Pizana, 21, for more than a 
year. 

In North Florida, a drought not 
seen in 70 years shrank the waters of 
Newnan’s Lake near Gainesville, revealing 
more Indian canoes than had ever been 
found in one place before. The initial dis- 
covery of 87 canoes - dated to 3,000 B.C. 
- was marred by the fact that a State of 
Florida-permitted logging operation had 
damaged seven of them. The Tribe moved to protect 
the cultural resources, and to re-name the lake 
Pithlachocco - “place of long boats.” 

The year saw many beautiful children born, 

and significant 
Seminole 
zens pass away. 
fV Gone but not 
forgotten were: 
Noah Billie, 

+ Adam Billie, 

- “ ^ I William 

A m \ HTT | * Jumper, Joe 

Bowers, Tom 
Bowers, Gilbert 
Bowers, Alice 
Huff Billieboy, 
Malcolm 
Tigertail, and 

* I Lottie Shore. 

BL^ The Year 

2000 graced us 
with 


FOUND CANOES: DEP ombudsman Benji Brumberg, Chairman Billie, examine Pithlachocco, site of world’s largest find. 


the deflated Hurricanes had only the University of 
Florida Gators to beat up on in consolation at the 
2001 Sugar Bowl in faraway New Orleans. One 
added consolation for Seminole Indian fans - the 
hand-carved war canoe that was a traditional trophy 

of the U-M- 
Florida con- 

R test since 

1955 was 
remembered, 
and a once- 
hot rivalry 
revived. 

The Miami 
family of 
Elian 

Gonzalez suf- 
fered a major 
chomp when 
federal agents 
came and 
seized the 
Cuban boy 
who was 

■EBB found floating 
; JBr ^ on an inner 

m 'T _ - tube on 

Thanksgiving 
1999 ^nd 

he Coconut Creek Casino opening. whose residen _ 

cy became a 
bigger issue - 

and perhaps a better predictor of the U.S. Presidency 
- than A1 Gore’s truthfulness or G.W. Bush’s driving 
record. 

That brings us to the Chomp of the Year - 
the Nov. 7 election for President. George W. Bush by 


state 25 ’s Electoral College votes became the con- 
tested difference in the national race for President. 
Depending on the count (and there were many), vot- 
ing citizens of the Seminole Tribe could have tipped 
the balance, as 

could have absen- . 

tee voters in 
Seminole County. 

It wasn’t too close 

to call. It was too j* ’ - T |P 1 

close to call quits. ■*, , f **-»*£■ | 


“Imagine,” said 
one writer from 
Zimbabwe (a coun- 
try in South Africa) 

“that we read of an 
election occurring 
anywhere in the 
Third World in 
which the self- 
declared winner 
was the son of the 
former prime min- 
ister and that for- 
mer prime minister 
was himself the former head of the nation’s secret 
police/intelligence agency . . . 

“Imagine that the self-declared winner lost 
the popular vote but won based on some old colonial 
holdover from the nation’s pre-democracy past (the 
electoral college). 

“Imagine that 
the poorly drafted bal- 
lots of one district, a 
district heavily favoring 
the self-declared win- 
ner’s opponent, led 
thousands of voters to 
vote for the wrong can- 
didate. 

“Imagine that 
members of that 
nation’s most-despised 
caste, fearing for their 
livelihoods, turned out 
in record numbers to 
vote in near universal 
opposition to the self- 
declared winner’s can- 
didacy. 

“Imagine that 
hundreds of members 
of that most-despised 
caste were intercepted 
on their way to the 
polls by state police 
operating under the 
authority of the self- 
declared winner’s 
brother . . .” 

Hard to imag- 
ine, but not hard to see 
why Florida - the land 
of the Seminoles - 
would become the tar- 
get of ridicule even as 
it gained a real political 


many 

BRIGHTON HALLOWEEN: Train full of treats. beautiful sights 

and sounds, and 
events better 

left for history to decide. It didn’t come with the 
advertised disaster, but Y2K still took a chomp out of 
all who lived it. 


Charles Flowers 


OLD PROBLEM: Who’ll stop the rain on Big Cypress 


BATTLING BIG SHOT: Moses Juniper, Jr. at the Kissimmee Shootout. 
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SPORTS 







2001 Seminole Indian 4-H 
Youth Livestock Show 


Calf Ropin’ 
For Dollars 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Fast times and hard luck 
could be found at the Fred Smith Arena on the 
Brighton Reservation Saturday Dec. 16 during round 
two of the Roping Competition. Moses Jumper, 
Director of Seminole Recreation added $ 1 ,000 to the 
jackpot. Action was fast and furious as ropers vied for 
the extra Christmas cash. 

The roping is a “round robin,” which means 
you get a chance to rope with every header if you’re a 
heeler or every heeler if you’re a header. The first 
round started with 180 teams, which was cut down to 
46 teams by round two. Round three paid five places 
for the fastest time. 

First place went to Billie Tiger and Josh 
Jumper who set the pace with a time of 26.15 seconds 
netting them $347.50 each. Second place went to 
Cicero Osceola (header) and Naha Jumper (heeler) 
with a combined time of 30.43 seconds, earning them 
$289.50 each. 

Cody Ariola (header) and Sam Allison Jr. 
(heeler) took the third spot with a time of 37.05 sec- 
onds and $231.50 each. Fourth place went to Willie 
Johns (header) and Louis Rimes (heeler) with a time 
of 38.44 seconds and $173.50 each. Fifth place, with a 
time of 38.76 seconds, was taken by Cicero Osceola 
(header) and Amos Tiger (heeler), earning them $116 
each. 

Results totals after round two in the race for 
the saddles are as follows: Headers - Cicero Osceola 
27 points, Billie Tiger 23 points, and Joe Hill, Willie 
Johns, and Cody Ariola each with 13 points; Heelers - 
Rudy Osceola 25 points, Josh Jumper 23 points, and 
Naha Jumper 13 points. 

Behind the scenes making sure everything 


Youth Complete Golf Lessons 


Benny Hernandez eagerly awaits turn. 

stays on an even keel is the roping secretary and 
announcer Earleen Rimes. Husband Randy Rimes 
keeps the stop-watch. Rodney Osceola, Benny 
Hernandez, and Doc Gore kept the steers on ready sta- 
tus. Mary Johns anc^^|fl^^iger kept the hopper 
pen and chute Curry from 
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63rd Annual Brighton Festival 


Thursday. Feb. 15th. 2001 

PRCA Girls Barrel Race Slack - 
10 a.m. 

PRCA Slack - 4 p.m. 

Princess Contest - 7 p.m. 

Friday. Feb. 16. 2001 

Kids Day - 10 a.m. 

EIRA - 8 a.m. 

Pool Tournament - 6 p.m. 

Saturday. Feb. 17. 2001 

Parade - 10 a.m. 

Introduction of Tribal Officials, 
County Officals, Queens, 
Princesses & Parade - 10:30 a.m. 
Johnny U and Band - 10:45 a.m. 
5 Star Youth Club -11:15 a.m. 
Baby Contest - 12 noon 


Cloggers - 12:45 p.m. 

Blue Earth Dancers - 1:15 p.m. 
Aztec Dancers - 1:45 p.m. 
Women’s Dress Contest - 2:45 
p.m. 

Johnny U and Band - 3 p.m. 

5 Star Club - 5:30 p.m. 

Men’s Jacket Contest - 3:45 p.m. 
Alligator Wrestling - 4:15 p.m. 
Cloggers - 4:45 p.m. 

Blue Earth Dancers - 5:15 p.m. 
Aztec Dancers - 5:45 p.m. 

Gates open for PRCA - 6 p.m. 
PRCA Rodeo - 7 p.m. 

Recreation 

Log Peeling - 3 p.m. 

Archery - 4 p.m. 

Caneo Racing - 4:30 p.m. 


Sunday, Feb. 18, 2001 

Gates open - 10:30 a.m. 

Blue Earth Dancers - 1 1 a.m. 
Alligator Wrestling - 11:30 a.m. 
Johnny U and Band at Cowboy 
Church - 12 noon 
Aztec Dancers - 12:30 p.m. 
Blue Earth Dancers - 1 p.m. 
Alligator Wrestling - 1:30 p.m. 
Johnny U and Band 
Gates open for PRCA - 2 p.m. 
Aztec Dancers - 2:30 p.m. 
PRCA Rodeo - 3 p.m. 

— Authentic Seminole Living 
Village on display all day at 
Culture camp. 

— 4-H animals on display at 
grounds. 


By B. Secody 

NAPLES — Seven 
young people from the 
Immokalee Recreation 
Department gathered at the 
Briarwood Golf and Country 
Club in celebration of their 
achievements in the sport of golf 
on Saturday Dec. 23. David 
Billie, Assistant Recreation 
Director, along with wife Marie, 
arranged for the lessons, coordi- 
nated the program, and continual- 
ly encouraged the children. 

The youth diligently 
attended their lessons and prac- 
ticed their swings and putting for 
three consecutive Saturdays. They 
also learned a “bogie” is not a 
dance and some “birdies” do not 
fly from instructor Buddy Dyer. 
Dyer was very impressed with the 
group and stated he enjoyed 
working with the young 
Seminoles. He added it was good 
to see youth today make a com- 
mitment and see it through. Club 
owner Wayne Dahlustrom echoed 
Dyer’s sentiments. 

In order to receive 
their certificates of achieve- 
ment each student had to 
go through a short battery 
of testing skills. Brent 
Stuckey, a former PGA 
Professional golfer, was on 
ha 
ing 


WHICH WAY TO AUGUSTA? Junior golfers hold certificates. 


were Gary Frank with a score of 
1 1 , Ralph Sanchez Jr. also with an 
11, Lazara Marrero with a 12, 
Deidra Hall with a 14, and 
Esmeralda Billie with a 15. 

Raymond Hall, who 


was the youngest of all the 
students and now he was 
also the best. 

Deidra Hall will 
long be remembered as the 
young lady who almost hit 
a van with her ball and 
nearly clobbered this 
reporter. She exhibited a 
forceful swing and visibly 
enjoyed playing the game 
and her near miss. 

Other members of the 
golf team who completed their 
training and received certificates 


FORE! Deidra Hall cuts loose. 

committed to seeing this project 
through to the end, joined the 
classes with daughter Deidra and 


completed the course. He tied lit- 
tle Michael with a score of eight. 
Just to show what a good guy he 
is, Raymond relinquished the spe- 
cial award for low score, and gave 
it to Michael - who was all smiles 
over his victory. 

Golf has recently become 
more popular with young 
people, possibly due to 
Tiger Wood’s accomplish- 
ment at such an early age. 
It teaches good sports- 
manship, is not an aggres- 
sive sport and provides 
proper exercise and fresh 
air for the players. More 
and more parents have 
begun to encourage their 
children to get involved in 
this sport and to stick with 
it. As many have found, 
golf equipment is not 
cheap by any stretch of 
the imagination, making it 
important that the child 
stay with the sport. 
Congratulations to these 
young golfers for their 
accomplishments and 
endurance. They did not 
give up and quit when 
they made mistakes. 
Thanks to all the volun- 
teers and club owners for their 
commitment to the youth of the 
Seminole Tribe. 


Immokalee Hosts Pool Tournament 


By B. Secody 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee 
Recreation hosted an all-Indian all-day 
Christmas Pool Tournament at the Pool 
Bam on the grounds of the “Seminole 
Wind” Youth Ranch and Rodeo Arena 
Saturday Dec. 23. Contestants from at 
least four reservations entered into the 
competition. 

Mitchell Cypress, President of the 
Tribe, David Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Representative, and Big Cypress 
Recreation sponsored the event. Play was 
free with prize money coming from these 
sponsors. In all, $4,000 was up for grabs 
in each of the three events. 

The day started off with the 8-ball 
competition. Forty players entered with the 
top winning slot in the men’s division 
going to Elrod Bowers. (Poor Elrod, peo- 
ple don’t even like to see him walk in the door. If 
memory serves correctly, he also walked away with 
first place honors recently at the Miccosukee Pool 
Tournament held at the Miccosukee Resort & 

Casino. It must be lonely at the top, but he somehow 
manages to endure - all the way to the bank!) 

Second through ninth places respectively 


George Grasshopper lines up shot. 


went to Les Gopher, Jason Grasshopper, Tony Billie, 
Dallas Nunez, Randy Clay, Manuel Garza, Elmer 
Logan and David Billie. 

In the Ladies division of 8 -ball competition 
Dale Grasshopper edged out Amy Yzaguirre for first 
place. Third through ninth places were taken in order 
of win by Brenda Cypress, Juanita Osceola, Rita 
Billie, Virginia Billie, Susan Davis, Linda Billie and 


Amy Yzaguirre was just edged out and finished second. 


Alvira Muskett. 

Scotch Doubles competition was up next. 
Winners, from 1 st to 7th place were Virginia 
Billie/Raymond Garza, Brenda Cypress/Tracey 
Smith, Linda Billie/Keeno King, Laura Clay/David 
Cypress, Susan Davis/Ralph Sanchez, Jenny 
Johns/Moke Osceola, and Linda Tommie/Marie 
Tommie. 

Though the time was late, the crowd 
remained to compete in the final 9-ball 
event. In the Men’s division, with Elrod 
nowhere in sight, George Grasshopper beat 
out Woody Wilson for first place. O.B. 
Osceola claimed third with David Billie 
staking claim to fourth. Robin Buster, Ralph 
Sanchez, Dallas Nunez, David Cypress and 
Bronson Hill rounded out the top nine. 
Virginia Billie edged out Juanita Osceola to 
top the women. Linda Tommie took third 
place when she defeated Connie Williams in 
the semi-finals. Alvira Muskett, Jenny Johns, 
Jarel Billie, Miriam Colon and Susan Davis 
finished fifth through ninth, respectively. 

Pool has been a favorite sport among young 
and old Seminole and Miccosukee folks. With each 
tourney, hoards flock to join in the competition - no 
matter where it is held. Many of those who entered 
are long-time pool players who have enjoyed the 
game for longer than they probably want document- 
ed, but watching these players, one can honestly say 
that they are not just getting older - they’re getting 
better! 


WEIGH-INS 

FEBRUARY 18 


SHOWS 

CHECK - IN 
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LIVER SAME DAY! 
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STEERS - 1 P.M. - 5 P.M. 


HAVE YOUR ANIMALS READY 
TO SHOW BY 10 A.M. 


BRIGHTON SHOW BARN 

FEBRUARY 18 

SWINE - 1 P.M. - 5 P.M. 
SMALL ANIMAL - BEFORE 5 P.M. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
STEER SHOW - 10 A.M. 
SWINE - AFTER STEERS 
BUYER’S DINNER - 5:30 P.M. 
SALE - 6:30 P.M. 


BUYER’S THANK-YOU LETTER IN ADDRESSED & 
STAMPED UNSEALED ENVELOPE IS DUE: 

MARCH 23 BY 5 P.M. AT THE CATTLE & RANGE OFFICE/4-H OFFICE 







DoU Clan A Seminole Girl 





When I Grow Up 


The Legend Of Florida Artist Guy LaBree 




1 Painter Of The Seminole 


By Colin Kenny 

ARCADIA — Artist Guy LaBree’s studio is a 
small room inside a spacious trailer set on the edge of a 
heavily wooded 1 0-acre plot in the Desoto County 
wilderness. The first thing one notices in the dimly-lit 
studio is a 12-by-15 inch hunk of color that could be a 
chunk of candied coral reef or the roost of several techni- 
colored seagulls. 

In fact, it is a 50-pound mound of oil paint drip- 
pings, a veritable memorial to 43 years of finely tuned 
hues used by the man known as “Florida’s Barefoot 
Artist” and fossilized into a multicolored mesa that the 
Smithsonian should have on display. 

For buried in this organic mound are the colors 
that put life into The Corn Lady scraping kernals from 
her legs and cunning into the Rabbit who tricks the Lion 
out to sea. The shade that breathes scary breath into the 
Witch Owl and scurries Little People crawling all over 
the tree bark. From Guy LaBree’s lifetime palette the 
Battle of Okeechobee emerges and Dade falls. The Crow 
is stunned by the angry Twins Fire and Lightning chan- 
neling a jagged blaze of wrath oe’r a menacingly dark 
and turbulent sky. 

If every picture tells a story, Guy LaBree’s 
palette tells hundreds. 

The story of the Black Warriors , Genesis , The 
Exodus , The Beginning of Humans and the Bridge To 
Eternity. Vivid snapshots of oral legacies that have 
become the culture of Guy LaBree’s palette. 

“I think in color most of the time,” says LaBree, 
originally a printer by trade. He says his paintings first 
appear in dreams. And then there are the constant images 
of the Florida he knew growing up, frozen in the photo- 
graphic memory of his mind. All of this, along with an 
insider’s knowledge of the Seminoles, a meticulous 
attention to detail and dazzling use of color convey a 
transcendent authenticity in his paintings, capturing the 
very soul of a culture his very paintings help survive. 

“Guy is a real gem,” says Seminole Tribal 
Chairman James Billie of his longtime friend. “Many of 
us, like Jacob Osceola and myself, shared with him our 
legends and stories, and formulated with his artistic abili- 
ty. Then he’d have it come out better than what I was 
thinking at the time.” 

It’s that ability to transcribe legendary and his- 
torical thought onto canvass that has made LaBree one 
of the nation’s most collectable artists. 

“I know how to pop a bullwhip, so I guess I’m a cracker!” 
laughs LaBree citing the etymology of the word “cracker.” It’s part of 
his experience as a cowhand, a history shared with several generations 
of his family. 

He was bom Harry Guy LaBree in 1941, in Jacksonville Beach, 
Shortly after, his family moved to Dania where his father Edgar 
“Breezy” LaBree worked as an electrician and maintenance worker at 
the Naval Air Station, (now Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport). It was a prophetic move at a fortuitous time. 

For he attended school at historic Dania Elementary School - 


€ 


* 


* 


Aid 


■"■■fa 


-,r 




*- 




■ 




Grandma’s Girl 


An Eerie Feeling 

which accepted the very first generation of Seminole Indian students. 
LaBree became fast friends with Seminoles Eugene “Tank” Bowers, Dan 
Bowers and Jimmy, David, Harley and Alan Jumper. 

LaBree spent much of his boyhood sneaking off to the 
Seminole camps on the Dania Seminole Reservation (now the 
Hollywood Reservation) where Indians still lived in open-air chickees 
without mnning water or electricity. 

As much as Guy loved roughing it at the Seminole camps, his 
Indian brethren were even more impressed with the creature comforts of 
the LaBree family home, with its screen doors to keep out the bugs, a 

shower to stand under, and a refrigerator with pitchers of 
ice tea. 

“Boy they loved that shower and ice tea,” he 

smiles. 

They also loved that hi fi phonograph — it 
played Elvis! 

As standoffish as the 
Seminoles could be to outsiders in 
those days, they warmly accepted 
young Guy LaBree; even then, he 
says, he felt honored to be so 
accepted and allowed to share in 
their unique culture. He wanted to 
be like Alan Jumper, three years his 
senior and on his way to a career as 
a big time alligator wrestler: “I fol- 
lowed him around like a dog. He 
was my hero.” 

Another hero of Guy’s 
was the late Moses Jumper Sr., war 
veteran, gator wrestler and father of 
Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr., for- 
mer star athlete and current poet 
laureate of the Seminole Tribe. 

Then there was Moses 
Sr.’s wife Betty Mae Jumper, the 
first Tribal citizen to graduate high 
school and first elected woman 
Indian “chief’ in America and the 
Tribge’s main “stickler on educa- 
tion. 

“If the Indian kids cut 
class, Betty Mae would hunt ‘em 
down and drag ‘em back,” says 
LaBree, who says Betty would not 
tolerate any truancy among Tribal 
children. “She was very determined 
for those kids to go to school.” 

For LaBree, it was all 
about having fun in those rural 
days of eastern Broward County. A 
time of running around barefoot - a 
lifetime habit — wrestling alliga- 
tors, collecting snakes, spear-fish- 
ing on Dania Beach, and swimming 
with the manatees in the crystal 
clear New River. 


Then there were the nights — of partying to Elvis records at 
Guy’s house, listening to the hoot owls in the Seminole chickees, doing 
all kinds of crazy wild things: on the cooler South Florida winter nights, 
for example, LaBree, along with buddies Alan and Jimmy Jumper, 
would do something utterly suicidal in today’s Broward. The teenage 
boys would lie in the middle of US 441, right along the centerline “to 
get the warmth of the road” — and not see a single car or truck pass 
from either direction for up to a half an hour at a time. 

It was Lois Shanley, a close friend of the LaBree family who let 
Guy (or Harry as he was called then) borrow her oil paint set and 
showed him how to use it when he was seven years old. Shortly after- 
wards he produced his first painting. 

“It was a cardinal or something,” LaBree recalls. “It was kind 
of crappy.” 

Undaunted, LaBree continued to dabble, exhibiting a budding 

See LABREE, page 2 
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Campfire Fantasy 


LaBree 


Meet Guy LaBree Feb. 2 

ST. PETERSBURG — Famed Florida painter Guy 
LaBree will be honored at an artist’s reception, 5:30 p.m., Friday 
Feb. 2 - the opening day of his exhibit at the St. Petersburg 
Museum of History. 

The event will include speakers, entertainment, food and 
a cash bar in the lobby of the Museum, located on the Pier 
Approach (2nd Ave. NE) along the downtown St. Petersburg 
waterfront. 

The exhibit will stand for six weeks and will include a 
retrospective of LaBree ’s life’s work, including all of the LaBree 
paintings in the acclaimed Betty Mae Jumper book “Legends of 
The Seminoles.” 

This is the third straight year the St. Petersburg Museum 
of History has featured a Seminole-themed exhibit. In 1999, the 
Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum featured a display of clothing and 
artifacts. The next year, the Museum hosted the first ever exhibit 
of the paintings of the late Seminole artist Noah Billie. 

The event is sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Eckerd College as part of the Tribe’s annual Discover Native 
America festival, which ends with a Powwow and Music Festival 
on the Eckerd College campus, March 3 and 4. For more informa- 
tion call 1-800-535-2228. 

Reception Agenda 

Opening music: flautist Sonny Nevaquaya 

St. Petersburg Museum of History 
Executive Director Mathias Bergendahl 

St. Petersburg Mayor David Fischer 

Eckerd College President Eugene Hotchkiss 

Seminole Tribal Chairman James E. Billie 

Author Betty Mae Jumper 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Executive Director Billy Cypress 

Alan Jumper 

Poem by Moses Jumper Jr. 

Frank and Ann Thomas 

Chief Jim Billie and Raiford Starke 

Seminole Youth Dancers 

Book and print signing by Guy LaBree 


Continued from page 1 


natural talent. At age 1 1 , he painted a Seminole man poling a canoe, 
loaded with supplies and two traditionally attired Seminole women 
through an alligator-infested swamp. Always his own worst critic, 

LaBree is quick to point out the inaccuracies in his first attempt to depict 
traditional Seminole life. For one, the yellow, red-striped canoe was not 
an authentic Seminole dugout, but rather one LaBree says he saw at a 
South Florida tourist attraction known as the Monkey 
Jungle. Nonetheless, the painting is still quite remark- 
able: a choice of colors beyond the comprehension of 
most 1 1 -year-olds and a sense of perspective portray- 
ing the reflections of people, canoe and a flamingo in 
the water. 

It was in his high school years that LaBree 
started developing an appreciation for the works of the 
Masters - the 17th century realism of Rembrandt and 
the 19th century English landscapes of John 
Constable. (He relates a story he heard about some- 
body asking Constable why he paints every leaf on the 
tree. “Because that’s what it looks like!” Constable 
replied.) 

Then there was the over-the-top action and 
exaggerated characters of 20th century fantasy artist 
Frank Frazetta, who was perhaps best known for the 
definitive incarnation of Conan the Barbarian as well 
as illustrating the Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Tarzan series 
and A1 Capp’s LiT Abner comic strip in the 1950s. 

“His stuff is very loose,” LaBree comments. “You 
can’t look at his stuff without feeling the movement.” 

LaBree was in his junior year at South 
Broward High School when art instructor Harry 
Mallet recognized the teen’s talent and persuaded the 
school to buy the $150 worth of art supplies the young 
artist needed but could not afford. After two years 
under Mallet’s tutelage, LaBree was offered two 
scholarships for the Ringling School of Art in 
Sarasota. But he didn’t think art was going to be much 
of a career for him in spite of the encouragement of 
others. “I was kind of a punk,” he said, “I had enough 
schooling.” So LaBree joined the Navy instead. 

After a brief stint in the Navy, LaBree came 
home and married his high school sweetheart, Pat Dittmer, in 1961. He 
got a job working the loading dock at the McArthur Dairy, followed by a 
job working for Broward County as a surveyor, finally settling in a print 
shop as an apprentice lithographer. 


By the 1970s, LaBree was putting in 18-hour days, six or seven 
days a week as a lithographer supporting his wife and their three chil- 
dren. He was making plenty of money, but it was becoming pretty 
depressing spending most of his life indoors in a dark dingy print shop. 

It had become what LaBree calls a “money trap.” He was on the verge 
of a breakdown when his wife started encouraging him to cut his hours 
and try art for a living. 

LaBree says he started painting the usual stuff popular back 



The 1948 Dania Elementary first grade class. That’s Guy LaBree next to the teacher (upper right). Seminoles 
include Judyann Osceola (next to Guy); Judybill Osceola (front row, fourth from left); Dan Bowers (to the 
right of Judybill); Dorothy Scott Tommie (third row, far right); Mary Louise Jumper (top row -- sitting -- sec- 
ond from left); Pricilla Sayen, (standing back left) and Eugene “Tank” Bowers (standing next to Priscilla). 

then: floral paintings with white backgrounds, seascapes, mountain 
scenes, etc. He began offering them up for sale at sidewalk art shows. 

None of it was terribly inspiring to LaBree. Then one day he was talking 
to old friend, Seminole Alan Jumper. 



“Why don’t you paint our people?” Jumper said. 

That is when Guy LaBree decided to concentrate on painting 
what he really knew best: his beloved native Florida and the Native peo- 
ple he grew up with. He listened intently to the Seminole storytellers and 
rendered the imagery on his canvas. People started to take notice. 

Judybill Osceola invited Guy LaBree to be the first white man 
to offer his paintings forsale at the Okalee Gift Shop. About this time, 
LaBree heard of a certain gator wrestler named James Billie who saw 

LaBree ’s paintings in the gift shop and criticized 
them on points of accuracy. Obsessed with get- 
ting things right, LaBree sought Billie out to get 
the comments first hand. 

Thus began a process of LaBree dili- 
gently listening to Billie’s critiques followed by 
the artist dutifully going back to his easel to 
make the corrections. This went on for a while 
until finally LaBree presented Billie with a cer- 
tain painting. 

“It was a picture of a guy telling stories 
to kids,” says LaBree. “He looked at me for 
few minutes and said, ‘How much do you 
want for it?”’ 

It was the first of over three dozen 
LaBree paintings Billie would purchase over 
the years. It wasn’t long before Billie got 
LaBree to do a one man art show at the Native 
Village in Hollywood. His toughest critic had 
become one of his biggest fans. In 1979, 

James Billie became Chairman of the 
Seminole Tribe, a post he holds to this day. 
LaBree paintings are featured on many of the 
walls in the Chairman’s office today. 

In 1983, LaBree recieved an offer he 
couldn’t refuse - to move up near Arcadia and 
paint full-time. He would get paid a weekly 
salary, and in return a benefactor would own 
all of the paintings he produced. After 20 years 
of working in a place that required shoe wear- 
ing, he could now make a living and go bare- 
foot again. 

He and wife Pat found a secluded 
five-acre wooded plot a few miles from the 
Peace River where wild turkeys and the occasional Florida panther 
roam. Things went well for a little while until, “The checks started 
bouncing and it didn’t work out,” says Labree. 

The deal turned sour was a blessing in disguise, for LaBree 
had found enough faith in his art to resist the urge to get 
another day job. He continued painting full time, freelanc- 
ing on his own; while he toiled in the studio, wife Pat was 
on the phone, at the copy machine, in the post office, han- 
dling the necessities of the “art” business world. 

Soon, Pat was popping her head in the door of 
Guy’s studio, announcing, over and over again: “Sold 
another one!” Patrons were buying his paintings left and 
right and the LaBrees purchased another five acres right 
next door. Meanwhile the highly critical fine art commu- 
nity began to take notice: In 1994, LaBree was one of the 
few living artists to have a three-month exhibit at the 
Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota. Art curators from 
the Whitney and Metropolitan Museums in New York 
chose his work for display in juried shows. 

“The rich culture and ancient ways of the 
Seminole Tribe spring to life under LaBree’s careful brush 
strokes. He researches and cross-references all the details 
in the finely-tuned oils. It is this integrity that imbues the 
work with a sense of realism that deeply touches the 
viewer,” said fine art critic Elian Kovan. 

“Labree has created a a body of work that will 
remain a testimony to a populace which made an indelible 
mark on Florida history. His work serves as a lasting trib- 
ute to (the Seminoles).” 

In 1994, LaBree illustrated the book, Legends of 
the Seminoles by Betty Mae Jumper (Pineapple Press). 

June Cussen, owner of Pineapple Press, remembers 
LaBree as being “perfect for the book.” She cited that the 
book created “a lot of good feedback” regarding LaBree’s 
work. 

It is the paintings in this book, and LaBree clas- 
sics such as Bridge to Eternity , Journey Through Time , 
Suspect Foul Play , and many others that will be on dis- 
play at the St. Petersburg Museum of history starting Feb. 

2. The six- week exhibit will also include a retrospective 
of LaBree’s life. 

Guy paints six to eight hours everyday, feeling 
guilty when he takes days off. In spite of being plagued 
by heart problems for the last six years, he still manages 
to complete anywhere from 15 to 35 paintings annually. 

At least half of his business has been with the Seminole 
Tribe. His biggest single patron is Naples stockbroker Bill 
Eledt, with Chairman James Billie running a close second. 

“It’s amazing how Guy can take a rare moment 
from history and bring it to life,” says Seminole Tribune 
Operations Manager Pete Gallagher. “I once told him a 
story I heard about Seminoles attacking a traveling group 
of Shakespearian actors and stealing with their costumes. 


Osceola’s Revenge 
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Young “gator hunter” Guy Labree in his Dania backyard. 


AWAY FROM THE PALETTE: Guy LaBree and granddaughter Melissa share a special moment. 


LaBree 

Continued from page 2 

“Next thing I knew he 
had a full scale painting of that 
very incident. Now, I hear he’s 
going to work on something por- 
traying the ancient canoes of 
Pithlachocco that he read about in 
the Seminole Tribune .” 

Because of certain Tribal 
taboos, there are some aspects of 
Seminole culture that LaBree will 
not touch or allow to go public. 

The introduction to Betty Mae 
Jumper’s book quotes LaBree 
explaining: 

“My rule is, if there is 
something secret, I don’t put it in 
there. I have been halfway in the 
middle of painting something and 
a Seminole will say, 4 1 don’t think 
you should do it. That’s not well 
known,’ and I’ve stopped right 
there. I respect that. I don’t take it 
any further. So you see, I’ve got 
20 or 30 paintings in my mind I 
can never do.” 

When not painting, Guy 
likes to spend time with his fami- 
ly, which now includes four 
grandchildren. Together, they 
roast marshmallows in the stone 
barbecue pit amidst the palmettos, 
oaks and pines on the LaBree 
acreage. 

On Thursday nights he can be found with his Sigma acoustic 12 
string (“I got six strings on it”) guitar, picking old country tunes with his 13 
year-old grandson Billy and friends at Gilcrest Park on the banks of the 
Peace River in Punta Gorda. He feels mighty fortunate to be able to live this 
kind of life doing what he loves best without having to struggle to make a 
living. 


“I haven’t had an honest job in 17 years,” he laughs. It doesn’t look 
like he’ll have one anytime soon. 

LaBree smiles and his eyes stare off in the distance. Wind rustles 
the leaves of a nearby tree. The scene is as timeless as the Florida he knows. 
It’s all in the canvas of his mind and may form the backdrop of his next 
painting. It will spring to life from the 50-pound palette of color that awaits 
his return. 
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y^uy LaBree is an exceptional man in that he can 
m -w - see what most people cannot. This includes many 
\J of the Seminoles themselves regarding their own 
culture. I have called upon many of my brothers and sis- 
ters in my Tribe to paint a scene of our villages, but they 
always seem to miss the point. But Guy the “Barefoot 
Artist” seems to not miss anything. Guy LaBree was 
raised among us Seminoles, particularly Allan Jumper 
and Jimmy Jumper. He’s just a couple of years older 
than I am which gave him the opportunity to see the last 
of the Seminoles in their original habitat and their 
lifestyles. He is probably one of the few fortunate white 
men today who has seen the ending of the older 
Seminole generations. I would like to say “Sho Na 
Bish ” to the Barefoot Artist for sharing with us what he 
sees. 


— Seminole Tribal Chairman James Billie 



Early LaBree painting. 



Boat Builder 




My Doll Iris 



Brighton Blvd 


Deer Master 









Bear Scare Wild Orchid Proposal 
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Fedend Indian Policy. 

Bush Plans Still 
Pose Mystery To 
USET Tribes 

By Charles Flowers 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Will the Bush 
Administration be good or bad for Indian Country? 

The answer depends on who’s doing the talking. 

At the 32nd annual meeting of the United South 
and Eastern Tribes (USET), those were mostly members 
of the Democratic Party, and their answers ranged from, 
“Be afraid. Be very afraid.” To: “Give the new guy a 
chance.” 

From Candidate Bush to President Bush, the 
evolution of spin on Indian issues by the newly-sworn-in 
chief executive has been profound. Last June, then-Texas 
Gov. George W. Bush, said in a speech, “State law reigns 
supreme when it comes to the Indians, whether it be 
gambling or any other issue.” 

Sounds like encouraging words for the enemies 
of tribal sovereignty. 

The Republican National Committee followed 
with a softer tone. Their platform stated: “We will 
strengthen Native American self-determination by 
respecting tribal sovereignty...” 

Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-Colo.), who 
chairs the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, from 
which many initiatives addressing Tribal issues emanate, 
said he is not troubled by the apparent conflict in the two 
statements. 

“I think he (Bush) was taken out of context,” 
Campbell told this reporter at a reception in a House 

See USET, page 15 

Fair Memories 

T he Seminole Tribe will host its 30th Annual Tribal 
Fair on Feb. 8 - 11 at the Hollywood Reservation. 
People who come will get to enjoy many things, 
such as booths, arts and crafts, food, fashion shows and 
more. The fair has come a long way from the beginning, 
and even further from the inspiration for this event. It’s 
fair to say the Tribal Fair can trace its roots back long 
ago to the Dania Tomato Festival. 

Back in those days, the Dania Tomato Festival 
was a big event. All the local people would plant tomato 

plants so they 
would have 
them ready for 
the festival. 

The biggest 
event at the 
Tomato 
| Festival was 

the tomato fight. Young boys would choose sides and 
they would throw tomatoes at each other until one side 
won. I don’t know how they decided a winner, but they 
did. 

Us Indians used to watch and be amazed. My 
mother, and many other Indian women - would usually 
manage to pick up a box of tomatoes to bring home to 
eat. We couldn’t afford to throw food around. 

When my son Moses Jumper Jr. was one-year- 

See BETTY MAE, page 7 

Brighton Festival 
Set For Feb. 15-18 

By Libby Blake 

BRIGHTON - The 63rd Annual Brighton 
Reservation Arts and Craft Festival will once again pro- 
vide entertainment for all ages in addition to a first class 
rodeo production. 

Beginning Thursday Feb. 15, Professional rodeo 
leads off the festival with slack events for the cowboys 
and cowgirls at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. The annual Princess 
contest commences at 7 p.m. 

Over 2000 area school children have been 
invited to the festival’s Kids Day on Friday, Feb. 18 at 
10 a.m. EIRA (Eastern Indian Rodeo Association) sanc- 
tioned rodeo will be featured at the Fred Smith Arena 
starting at 8 p.m. This is the third round in the EIRA 
2001 schedule and will be preceded by Kids events start- 
ing at 6 p.m. 

Saturday’s events begin with a parade at 10 a.m. 
and continue throughout the day with activities to satisfy 
every taste. The Festival will feature a “Living Village” 
where the history of the Seminole Tribe will be reenacted 
with demonstrations of Indian cooking, weaving, arts, 

See FIELD DAYS, page 7 
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Secretary of State Harris and Seminole Chief Billie examine canoe, age-dated 2,200-2,700 years old. 


Secretary Harris, Chief Billie 
Visit Ancient Canoe Site 

■ Lake Muck-raking Stopped, page 8 canoe site in the world — made eerie connection 

with the former name of the lake - Pithlachocco, 

By Peter B. Gallagher which is similar to words in the Seminole languages 

PITHLACHOCCO - Florida Secretary of that mean big boat, where boats are made or boat 
State Katherine Harris took her first break from the P lace - Radiocarbon tests show the boats ranged in 
rigors of the recent presidential election by flying to a 8 e f rom 500 to 5,000 years old. 
an exotic locale . . . with Seminole Chief Jim Billie at The official reason for the Secretary’s meet- 

the throttle. ing with Billie was to firm up plans to nominate the 

The diminutive Secretary, resplendent in site to the National Register of Historic Places. “This 

two-inch heeled leather fashion boots covered by an is an extraordinary find,” she said. “We now have an 

ankle length brown skirt, jumped into the co-pilot’s amazing opportunity to go back in history. I hope the 

seat of the Seminole Tribe’s Bell 407 helicopter, Jan. Tribe and the State can nominate this together and 
24th, with the Chief at the controls. Destination was share in the protection of these historic properties.” 
7,400-acre Newnan’s Lake, near Gainesville, where a Secretary Harris also wanted to invite the 

group of high school students discovered the first of Seminole Chairman to serve on a special advisory 

more than 100 ancient canoes last summer, on the council overseeing the Miami Circle cultural site, 

drought- exposed lake bottom. Both objectives were accomplished. Billie is 

The cultural find - the largest aboriginal See VISIT, page 8 



Bobby Henry (Otter Clan) is the rainmaker. 


Bobby Henry 
In Line For Folk 
Heritage Award 

BIG CYPRESS - Seminole medicine 
man Bobby Henry is among five Floridians rec- 
ommended to the Secretary of State for the 
prestigious Florida Folk Heritage Award. 

Mr. Henry joins Richard Seaman, 
Henry Ohumukini, Jr., Alexander Jasiukowicz, 
Jeanie Fitchen and James Kelly as winners of 
the 2001 award. The five were chosen by offi- 
cial vote of the Florida Folklife Council during 
its meeting hosted by the Seminole Tribe at the 
Big Cypress Reservation last month. 

Official letters from Secretary of State 
Katherine Harris announcing the award will go 
out soon. The awards will be given out at the 
Florida Folk Festival in May. Previous winners 
of the award from the Seminole Tribe include 
Susie Jim Billie, Henry John Billie and Betty 
Mae Jumper. 


Board Holds 
Active Session 

•Council Meeting Page 7 

By Jessica Cattelino 

HOLLYWOOD — The long winter 
drought, renovations at the Brighton camp- 
ground, sugarcane operations, and support for 
the Intertribal Agriculture Council were among 
the issues discussed at the Jan. 3 1 meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. 

President Mitchell Cypress began the 
meeting by hearing Board reports from the rep- 
resentatives, who extended condolences to fam- 
ilies of recently deceased tribal citizens. 
Representatives reported that they have kept 
busy during the past few months by attending 
holiday parties and other tribal events, sponsor- 
ing community activities, supervising reserva- 
tion projects, attending conferences, and over- 
seeing construction projects. Several stated that 

See BOARD, page 7 


Victim’s ID 
Sought By SPD 

The Seminole Department of Law 
Enforcement is seeking help in identifying a 
dead female found in a Big Cypress canal on 
Jan. 10. She appeared to have been there since 4 
p.m. Jan. 9. She was 
found off a dirt road, 
just past the Broward - 
Hendry County line. 

Foul play is suspected. 

The white, pos- 
sibly Hispanic, female 
is described as in her 
late 30’s to early 40’s, 
approximately 5-3, 140 
pounds. She has collar 
length black hair and 
hazel eyes. She was 
found wearing a teal nylon windbreaker, white 
shirt with narrow black stripes, and long, light 
blue trousers. She had a top front tooth missing. 

If you have any information concern- 
ing the identification of this individual please 
contact Officer Akin at (800) 275-1455. 
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Clinton’s Native Legacy 


*David E. Wilkins 

Although he did not act to pardon or grant clemency to 
Leonard Peltier before he left office on Jan. 20, an act that would 
have brought substance to his indigenous record, Clinton’s overall 
legacy, sandwiched by the former and incoming Bush administra- 
tions, will likely be perceived by many Indian peoples in muted 
positive terms, because while he did not engage in major substan- 
tive policy developments that could have placed him alongside 
Richard Nixon who, for all his flaws, is well-remembered in 
Indian Country, Clinton liberally used his executive order author- 
ity and the symbolic power of his office to at least establish gen- 
erally close ties with many tribal leaders. 

The President, of course, has not expressed constitution- 
al responsibility for Indian nations - that is a power reserved to the 
Congress under the commerce clause. Nevertheless, it is to the 
President — dating back to George Washington, who had an 
active hand in Indian affairs through the treaty process — that 
tribal nations and their leaders have most often looked to gauge 
the federal government’s character and commitment to fulfill the 
nation’s historic treaty and ongoing trust obligations to indigenous 
people. 

When Clinton became President in 1992 his was a blank 
slate as far as most Indians were concerned, since Arkansas is not 
exactly teeming with Indians or reservations. But Clinton’s staff 
had done their homework in an effort to attract as many of the one 
million adult Indian votes (out of a total population of roughly 1.9 
million) as possible in his bid to defeat George Bush. 

During a campaign, Clinton promised to support tribal 
sovereignty, reaffirm the government-to-govemment relationship, 
promote true consultation with tribal leaders, support traditional 
Indian religious expressions, provide more funds for economic 
development, promote affordable health care, and improve educa- 
tion for Indians. All these pledges struck just the right chord with 
Indian peoples who, like African-Americans, generally vote over- 
whelmingly for Democratic office-seekers. 

Clinton’s appointment of Bruce Babbit, the former gov- 
ernor of Arizona, home to 21 reservations, to be the Secretary of 
the Interior, and Ada Deer, a Menominee Indian Leader, and the 
first Indian woman to serve as the Assistant Secretary of Indian 
Affairs, were generally viewed as positive appointments through- 
out Indian Country. 

But an early news conference in February 1992 signaled 
that the president had much to learn about Indian issues. A mem- 
ber of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina, the largest non- feder- 
ally recognized tribe, questioned what Clinton intended to do 
about the Lumbee ’s unofficial status and the difficulties other non- 
recognized tribes were having with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
administrative process to recognized tribes. 

The President seemed taken aback that there were non- 
recognized tribes and admitted that “you’ve asked me a question 
I don’t know the answer to. But I’ll tell you what I’ll do ... I will 
put somebody to work on it the first of the week and I’ll try to fig- 
ure out if there is anything we can do.” While some inquires were 
made on the President’s behalf, the Lumbee, and most other sim- 
ilarly situated tribal groups, remain in a non-recognized status. 

Although Clinton opted not to forcibly address the issue 
of federal recognition for non-recognized tribes (his Assistant 
Secretary, Kevin Grover, who replaced Ada Deer, would in 2000 
formally surrender his agency’s right to recognize tribes), he 
stepped up his efforts to at least provide symbolic recognition of 
the rights and status of recognized tribes. 


On April 29, 1994, the Clinton administration and most 
of his Cabinet, in an historic gathering, met with the leaders of 322 
federally recognized tribes on the White House lawn to broadly 
discus the unique relationship that exists between indigenous 
nations and the U.S. Clinton had formally invited the heads of all 
547 recognized tribes to the summit. 

Simultaneously, the president issued two memoranda: 
the first called for executive departments and agencies to be 
respectful of tribal sovereignty and to operate in a government-to- 
government relationship with tribal nations; and the second called 
on those same political entities to work cooperatively with tribal 
governments in the accommodation of American Indian religious 
practices, particularly regarding eagle bodies and their feathers. 

The impressive assemblage and the two important if 
minor directives were offset, however, by Clinton’s proposal to 
cut 13 percent from the Indian Health Service’s 1995 budget. 

While some of that money would later be restored, this 
action sent a message to Native people that while it is important 
to listen to what the president said, it was more important to keep 
an eye on what he was actually doing. 

Clinton would, however, use his executive order power 
several times to provide some benefits to Indians: protection of 
Indian sacred sites (May 1996); support for tribal colleges and 
universities (October 1996); consultation and coordination with 
Indian tribal governments (May 1998) and comprehensive federal 
Indian education policy (August 1998). 

As part of his ongoing show of support of Indians, 
Clinton made two visits to Indian Country. In July 1999, he 
became the first sitting president since Calvin Coolidge to offi- 
cially visit a reservation — Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota - to promote his economic development program 
designed to inject badly needed capital into economically 
depressed regions of the nation. 

In April of 2000, he visited Shiprock, N.M., in the heart 
of Navajo Nation. He was there to promote a $17 million initia- 
tive to bridge the “digital divide” that hampers the efforts of resi- 
dents in Indian Country to compete in the information age due to 
lack of modem communication tools. Clinton’s visit, not surpris- 
ingly, was considered the “top story” of 2000 by the Navajo Times 
newspaper. 

While these two trips signaled important new develop- 
ments, the major issues that have bedeviled tribes - entrenched 
poverty (notwithstanding gaming revenues), land claims, lack of 
enforcement of the tmst responsibility, tensions between tribal 
governments and state officials, the problems of non-recognized 
tribes, poor health care, inadequate and substandard housing, 
problems of traditional religious expressions, and inconsistent 
judicial and congressional policies vis-a-vis tribes - continue to 
hound native peoples. 

Tribes will no doubt continue to look to the U.S. 
President as the major barometer on how well or not the federal 
government is fulfilling its legal and moral obligations to indige- 
nous nations. In that vein, the Clinton legacy, with the exception 
of a few brief surges of momentary if largely symbolic activity, is 
one that follows the American tradition of inconsistent recognition 
of Indian legal, political, and property rights, with occasional 
recognition of their distinctive cultural rights. 

— David E. Wilkins is an Associate Professor of American 
Indian Studies at the University of Minnesota 
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Editor: 

I am from Mrs. Waldman and 
Mrs. Feldman’s class. We consist of 
fourth and fifth grade highly gifted stu- 
dents. There are ten 4th graders (one of 
which is me) and 25 fifth- graders. The 
fourth graders are doing an Indian project 
and the tribe my group chose to do was 
the Seminoles. 

Your web site provided all the 
information we needed and was just sim- 
ply wonderful. I wanted to say thank you 
and hope all the other people in the world 
get to witness a site like this and learn 
about the Seminoles. 

Kathleen 

RussKirsch@aol.com 

Editor: 

I would like to get in touch with 
some friends - Eldean Billie and Leah 
Bowers. Can you give them my address 
information? Thank you. 

T-Bear Davis 

1808 E. 8th 

Okmulgee, OK 74447 

Editor: 


e-mail 

! 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywod, FL 33024 | 

Nations - great job! I have enjoyed read- 
ing your Tribune for quite some time on 
the net but it’s time to buy a subscription. 
Please send me information on cost. 
Thank you. 

Yolanda Obe-Poncho 
Alabama-Coushatta Nation 
Livingston, TX 

Editor: 

I need your help. I want to know 
the name of the marshy subtropical 
wilderness, whose name comes from an 
Indian word that means, “trembling 
earth.” It was once a favorite hunting 
ground of the Creek and Seminole 
Indians. 

Tariq Hafeez 
tariq@amexol.net 

In the Okefenokee Swamp , islands are 
formed by layers of peat and become the 
foundation for grasses , shrubs and trees . 
When stepped on, these islands move a 
bit — thus the “trembing earth” phrase , 
which in the Seminole language sounds 
similar to Okefenokee . 



I would like to express my sin- 
cere appreciation to David Cypress and 
Manuel Tiger for their sponsorship of the 
Disney Marathon for the benifit of the 
Leukemia Society. I was a member of the 
Pembroke Pines chapter of Team in 
Training, your sponsorship helped our 
chapter raise $297,000 towards the 
research of leukemia and other blood 
related cancers. Thank you again for the 
generous contribution to this worth while 
cause. Sincerely, 

Candy Cypress 

Editor: 

I would like to applaud all of the 
hard work and effort you have put into the 
Seminole Tribe’s newspaper. The Tribune 
highlights the lives of the Nation as well 
as other Tribal issues conflicting other 


Editor: 

I would like information on 
Indian Chiefs: John Hicks, Vice Chief 
Charles Hicks, and Elizabeth Giddens (I 
don’t know my great-great grandmother’s 
father’s name, but he was a Chief in the 
Hernando County area during the 
Seminole War.). The Hicks were from 
Mayo, and fought around the Marion 
County area during the war. 

I would like to know who I could 
talk to in the Tribe concerning this matter. 
I know the Seminoles aren’t at peace with 
the U.S., as such, but I am one of you and 
a pale face. I am proud knowing that my 
grandfathers on both sides of my families 
were chiefs. 

Beverly Smith 

SmithB@sumter.kl2.fl.us 
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Chief Billie: 

I would like to be invited to be 
with the Indians to meet and spend time 
with them. I need transportation. 

John Banks 

San Francisco, Ca 

bnjoh6@aol.com 

John, you are too young to run away 
from home. Please stay in school, study 
and when you graduate, come and visit 
us. Sho naa bish. 

Editor: 

Hi, I’m a Tribal Council Member 
of the Passamaquoddy Tribe of Maine I 
would like to commend you on your won- 
derful website. You have a lot of informa- 
tion. 

Fred Francis 

fredfrancis@wabanaki.com 

Editor: 

How I so admire your Tribe. I 
find you an incredible inspiration after 
reading about you. Perhaps someday they 
may make a movie about you and your 
triumphs. I would love to study the 
Seminole Prophecies as I have been doing 
a lot of studying on such topics. It would 
be a delight to have such a powerful and 
positive force to come here and inspire all 
of us especially on Long Island. God 
bless. May the Creator light a lamp unto 
your feet. 

Lauren Gross 

laupearl2000@yahoo.com 


Editor: 

Help, I’ve lost a friend, Mark 
Billie, from the Tampa area. We met at St. 
Pete Junior College. If anyone knows him 
please give him my address. Thanks. 

Carol Wilson 
salemll9@webtv.net 
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Willie Frank: A Man Of Service 


T o be absent from the body is to be 
present with the Lord. This verse 
from II Corinthians 5:8, applies to 
Willie Frank, a long time resident of the 
Big Cypress Indian Reservation. Willie 
was a life long Seminole Tribal citizen, 
and there’s no doubt in my mind he is 
present with the Lord. 

He became a Christian back in 
the 1 940s and lived the abundant life 
until his walk of life ended Dec. 27, 

2000. 

Willie was born on Dec. 15, 
1913, somewhere in the swamps of the 
most southern tip of Florida. He and his 
family lived in the remote hammocks, 
growing their own vegeta- 
bles, hunting deer, fish, 
and other wildlife that 
nature provided. The fami- 
ly’s transportation was 
most likely a dugout canoe 
when the water was plenti- 
ful, or by foot when it was 
a dry season. 

His family very 
seldom ventured into civi- 
lization due to their natural 
love for their home in the 
swamplands. The only 
time they made their way 
into Miami or Fort 
Lauderdale, was to pur- 
chase necessary supplies 
such as sugar, salt, and other foods that 
they could not make on their own. 

However, one of the main rea- 
sons they kept themselves secluded was 
because they feared the white folks. For 
many years after the U.S. Government 
conflict with the Seminoles ( e-la-posh - 
ne-cha-xhe) back in the 1 800s, Seminoles 
had the hardest time trusting white-folks. 

In the early 1900s the United 
States accepted Native Americans to 
become citizens and Federal Properties 
were established (Reservations). Even 
then, many families remained strict with 
their teachings about not trusting the gov- 
ernment. 

One of those families that made 
the transition from their original home to 
the Big Cypress Indian Reservation was 
Willie Frank’s family. He was a young 
man at the time. I do not recall if his 
father, mother and the rest of the family 
came at that time. He may have had his 
own family when he came to Big 
Cypress. 

Seminole Indians are naturals in 
agricultural and animal husbandry. Many 
Seminoles became cattlemen - Willie 
Frank was one of the first on the Big 
Cypress Reservation to undertake the 
cowboy way of life. He was a very good 
cattlemen in the Seminole Tribe’s cattle 



program. It was cowboys like him who 
made the cattle industry what it is today. 
The Seminole cattle industry of today is 
highly recognized in the United States 
and maybe in the world. 

Mr. Frank was also a public ser- 
vant for the Seminole Tribe. For over 20 
years he served in the Tribal Government 
on the Board of Representatives. He 
made sure the Tribal programs like the 
cattle business, land management, and 
homesites for the Tribal citizens func- 
tioned properly. 

He was employed by the Tribe 
to oversee the land use and cattle pas- 
tures. He kept the cattle pastures irrigated 

and the grass maintained. 

He also maintained heavy 
machinery and equipment 
in operating condition. 

Along with all the jobs 
he did, he was also a 
church treasurer, keeping 
the holy finances in order 
and up to date. Willie 
Frank was a man of God, a 
man of many hats, but, 
most of all he was a won- 
derful man and will be 
missed by his people in the 
Seminole Tribe. 

He left us good memo- 
ries from the days of his 
yester year. His children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren 
will miss him very much! Thanks be to 
God we can look forward to a great 
reunion in Heaven one day. 

— Cowbone is a man some folks may 
know by the name Paul Buster. 


Memories 


You left us wonderful memories 
I cannot recall any bad ones at all 
You were born in the deepest 
Everglades 

Very traditional, but, you followed 
God s call 

Never a moment for the old ways 
You shouldered the cross and gladly 
followed 

Beautiful flowers were not always 
But in your heart, God is holy 
and hollowed 

Valleys and mountains of life 
Were only a blessing and a stepping 
stone 

Your toils of life are paid, graciously 
Because you made Jesus Christ for 
your own 

— Hem-mung-ala-ka. Cowbone 
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Charlie Cypress, top left, with other members of the Silver Springs Indian Village, was considered the “chief ’ of that group, and received billing on all the attraction’s publicity material. 


Reflections By Patsy West 


Who Was Tribe’s Chief In 1937? 


Babette Smith (Roselleiz@aol.com) is interested to 
know who was the chief of the Seminoles in 1937 when her 
father was in Florida. 

In actuality, the 
Seminole did not have a sin- 
gular “chief’ in the 20th 
century. However, there 
were men who were impor- 
tant enough players in 
Seminole Tribal affairs or 
who were in the public eye 
enough that they might have 
been assumed by tourists 
and the local public to hold 
the title of “chief’ during 
1937. 

At this time, the 
majority of the Florida 
Seminoles wanted nothing 
to do with the United States 
government and the federal 
Indian reservations. 

Therefore, they handled 
their own affairs internally 
based on their Tribal edicts 
and the ruling of their Tribal 
elders. Sometimes, however, 
it was necessary for the tra- 
ditional council to have a 
more visible public liaison 

to handle their affairs and make their wishes known. 

In 1937, William McKinley Osceola was considered 



Ingraham Billie was another leader who avoided publicity. 



by his non-Indian co-workers and the Miami press as a man of 
authority in the tribe. Osceola resided at the tourist attraction 

“Osceola’s” in Miami, 
which was a business 
operated by former 
Musa Isle tourist 
attraction manager Bert 
Lasher. 

William 

McKinley Osceola was 
the very visible “head- 
man” of this attraction 
and was instrumental 
in selecting numerous 
Seminoles to go to 
expositions in the 
north. He also made 
decisions which affect- 
ed individual 
Seminoles. He handled 
personal and financial 
affairs for the traveling 
Seminoles and acted as 
the contact and liaison 
between them and the 
promoters. 

Cory Osceola, a 
brother of William 
McKinley Osceola, 
was the most probable 

candidate for the title of “chief’ in 1937. He had been 
involved earlier than his brother in the Miami tourist attraction 
scene, but by 1937 had left Miami to reside sea- 
sonally on the Tamiami Trail at his wife’s tourist 
attraction, one of the earliest Seminole-owned 
and operated attractions. 

The Miami media continued to seek out and 
recognize Cory Osceola as the leader of the 
Seminoles, usually referring to him as “Chief’ 
Cory Osceola. He was indeed an important liai- 
son who served the traditional Seminole coun- 
cil. He also responded to situations regarding 
early Seminole sovereignty issues, which 
required their immediate attention. In that 
capacity he directed telegrams to the nation’s 
capital alerting Department of Interior officials 
or even the President of the United States on 
behalf of the Florida Seminoles. 

He was frequently aided in his para-legal 
endeavors by Miami lawyer O. B. White, who 
served unofficially as pro bono counsel for the 
non-reservation Seminoles for over two 
decades. 

Far less visible, but serving the Seminole 
people as their official leaders in 1937, were 
medicine men and bundle carriers such as 
Ingraham Billie and Cuffney Tiger and 
Ingraham’s brother, medicine man Josie Billie. 

Ingraham Billie held the position as the key 
leader of the Seminoles. While Ingraham Billie 
was far less visible, his brother Josie Billie was 
more ambitious and sociable, therefore well 
known to those interested in the Seminoles’ wel- 
fare. Josie Billie was gregarious and well trav- 
eled, attending exhibitions in Wildwood, N.J., 
and New York. 

He had a sizeable and loyal group of follow- 
ers who relied on his leadership and medical 
knowledge. Josie Billie was often called to aid 
his brother in contacting the government or the 
press, utilizing his good friend W. Stanley 
Hanson of Fort Myers to formalize his brother’s 
wishes in official tribal council communiques. 

Lastly, isolated in the Big Cypress, was 
Cuffney Tiger. Far the more retiring and less 
visible than the others, this traditional leader 
was also looked to for statements affecting tribal 
matters. 

Depending on the venue in which your 
father knew the presumed “chief’ of the Florida 
Seminoles, any of these men might have been 
presented in that capacity in 1937. 

— Reflections Number 185. 


Cuffney Tiger, a medicine carrier, avoided publicity, but was a leader. 



Josie Billie became a legendary Seminole medicine man and a leader to his people. 
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Cory Osceola, with wife Juanita, was probably candidate for title of ‘Chief’ in 1937. 



William McKinley Osceola was head man at ‘Osceola’s,’ a tourist attraction in Miami. 
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Jack Tigertail: Mysterious Death 
Ended Life Of Tourism Pioneer 


By Vida Volkert 

HIALEAH — Back in the early 1920s there 
was no Mickey Mouse or Terminator posted on road 
signs pointing the way to Florida. Instead of cartoon 
or movie characters, there was a colorful Seminole 
Indian man dressed in a long shirt pointing the way to 
wild South Florida. 

The Seminole Indian featured on the cutout 
was Jack Tigertail, who indeed was a character — a 
real life character. 

A member of the Wind Clan and probably 
the most popular Indian in South Florida at the time, 
Jack Tigertail rose to become a leader of his people 
and a symbol of an era. 

“Jack Tigertail was a good looking Indian 
with a winning personality,” says Stuart Mclver. “He 
spoke English very well and was very friendly with 
both white and Indians.” 

Mclver is an author, columnist, editor and 
screenwriter with a passion for South Florida history. 
He has written many books and more than 200 arti- 
cles, including those that appeared in his “The Way 
We Were” column that ran in the Fort Lauderdale 
Sun-Sentinel s Sunday magazine, Sunshine. 

Tigertail ’s charming personality was so 
enthralling that most people even referred to him as 
the Seminole Indian Chief, says Mclver. 

They even made him the symbol of the town 
of Hialeah, when in 1921 Tigertail’s photograph, arm 
extended, was transformed into an outsized figure 
pointing the way to the new town northwest of 
Miami. 

The picture, posted on billboards 20 to 30 
feet high could be seen from as far away as 
Jacksonville, explains historian Patsy West, author of 
The Enduring Seminoles, From Alligator Wrestling to 
Ecotourism. “His gesturing likeness was taken as 
Hialeah’s logo.” 

But, while his combination of popularity and 
good looks led to his popularity, it also may have 
contributed to bringing his life to a fatal and prema- 
ture end. 

On the night of March 8, 1922, Jack 
Tigertail was fatally shot on the back by an unknown 
assailant. The tragic death of a man so well known 
and respected caught the attention of the public and 
the media. Soon his story spread out throughout the 
State. 

Jack Tigertail had been bom in the Big 
Cypress Swamp sometime in the early 1870s. Just 
like his brother Charlie Tigertail, who was the first 
Indian to mn a trading post and a store in the 
Everglades, Jack grew up between Miami and the 
Everglades. As a young man, he hunted, fished and 
traded for a living. But he also spoke, read and wrote 
English. 

Jack Tigertail married a member of the Big 
Town clan and in 1918, at the age of 46, the hand- 
some, large and very well known Tigertail moved 
with his family into Coppinger’s Tropical Gardens, 
an alligator farm and Seminole Indian village created 
by Henry Coppinger. The Irish-born Coppinger creat- 
ed his tropical gardens, located on the south bank of 
the Miami River at 19th Street, to attract tourists by 
showing the Indian way of life, says Mclver. 


The Indian village offered tourists a look at 
the so-called “traditional” way Seminoles lived as 
they interacted as a community; the women cooking 
and sewing palmetto dolls. The excitement was pro- 
vided as the men performed alligator wrestling 
shows. Arts and crafts were also sold at the villages 
and tourists would pay to have pictures taken with the 
Indians in their colorful dress. 

There were other “Indian” villages in South 
Florida but the one in Coppinger’s Tropical Garden 
was the most popular and many Indians concentrated 
there. Tigertail became their leader, explains Mclver. 
“He was the Tribe’s business agent. He communicat- 
ed easily with his own people and the white world 
that surrounded him.” 

And there, Tigertail was killed. 

The first man to be arrested and charged in 
connection with the murder of Tigertail was Charlie 
Veber, a 3 5 -year-old white man who had a reputation 
for being a “player in Prohibition’s major growth 
industry, rum-running,” says Mclver. 

Although Veber was also known as a ‘gator 
hunter, trapper, plume hunter and trader with the 
Indians, his bad reputation is what almost caused him 
to spend the rest of his life in prison. 

“He had a bad record,” says Mclver. “And 
he could be placed at the scene of the crime very eas- 

i!y” 

Another character linked to the crime was 
Charlie Billie, Tigertail’s cousin. Billie, who was 
known as a man of few words, was the first to find 
the body of Tigertail lying on the dock of the farm. 

Billie reported that when he found his 
cousin, Tigertail was still alive and that before dying 
disclosed his murderer as a white man. 

“Me going on long sleep. White man, he 
shot me,” were the last words pronounced by 
Tigertail, according to Billie, whose comments were 
recorded at the police station and later published in 
the March 8, 1922 edition of the Miami Herald. 

According to Billie’s testimony, Veber 
arrived at the dock at 11 p.m., on the night of the 
murder. He brought a bottle of whisky. The three 
men, Veber, Tigertail and Billie drank the alcohol as 
they discussed egret plumes Veber wanted to buy 
from Tigertail. 

Billie said after realizing he had no business 
with the two men, he went to sleep leaving the other 
two men discussing the price of the feathers, and 
drinking whisky. Later that night, Billie woke to the 
sound of a gunshot. He went out to the place where 
he had left Tigertail and Veber, and found his cousin 
lying on the dock. Veber, he said, was taking off in a 
small boat. 

Based on Billie’s testimony, Veber was taken 
to court and found guilty as charged. But Veber ’s 
attorneys — G.A. Worley Sr. and G. A. Worley Jr. — 
from the Miami law firm of G.A. Worley & Son, 
strongly believed in the innocence of their client and 
suspected Billie was lying, moved by “some secret 
motive.” 

The attorneys appealed the verdict based on 
some technicalities, and won the right to a second 
trial. 

This second trial started on Nov. 20, 1922. 


This time, Billie’s accounts 
were found inconsistent and 
the lawyers raised a “reason- 
able doubt,” suggesting that 
Tigertail had had been killed 
by a rival Indian, perhaps from 
the village located in Musa 
Isle, Coppinger Tropical 
Gardens’ major competition. 

Musa Isle was located on an 
island between the north and 
south forks of the Miami River 
about one mile north west of 
Tropical Gardens. 

Because it was never 
proved the shot that killed 
Tigertail came from Veber ’s 
gun, the attorney’s suggestion 
of doubt seemed reasonable. It 
was one word against the other 
and the only witness to the 
murder was a man who could 
have perfectly been drunk on 
the night of the killing. 

This was enough to 
save Veber, who walked out of 
the courtroom on Nov. 25, a 
free man. It was also enough 
to keep alive the question of 
what happened that night at 
Coppinger’s Tropical Gardens. 

Mclver believes the 
man who committed the crime 
was Charlie Billie, the one and 
only witness. He draws his 
conclusion from talking to 
people from the circle of 
Indians who were the descen- 
dants of those who actually 
lived through that period of 
time. 

“From talking to people who do not want to 
be identified, it was whispered in the circle of Indians 
that Tigertail was killed by Charlie Billie because he 
[Tigertail] had become too friendly with the wife of 
one of the Indians,” said Mclver. 

Mclver believes Tigertail’s looks or person- 
ality or a combination of both is what probably led to 
his death. 

“He was very well-liked,” said Mclver. 
“People loved him and he probably had many women 
after him. But, the Seminole Indians had very strong 
beliefs and adultery was seriously condemned. It is 
believed that the Tribal Council would not have 
approved adultery, not even from the most popular of 
their men.” 

Patsy West agreed, and explained that in 
Seminole society, “deviance from the norm could be 
punishable by death.” 

The irony, explains Mclver, was Jack 
Tigertail was a man who represented union among 
whites and Indians, but that did not keep him from 
trouble. 

“Tigertail is a martyr and his legacy is that 
he represented union among whites and Indians. The 



BIG INDIAN: The likeness of Jack Tigertail showed tourists the way. 


irony of Tigertail’s legacy is that even though he was 
a symbol of union he was assassinated for breaking 
the union between an Indian couple or breaking the 
Indian laws of marriage.” 

Patsy West adds Jack Tigertail’s popularity 
continued after his death. 

“The Indian Village at Coppinger’s came to 
be called the Tigertail Indian Village and as late as 
1926 it was billed as the ‘home of the late Chief 
Tigertail.’” 

Musa Isle closed down in 1964 and Tropical 
Gardens, known at the time as Tropical Paradise, 
closed in 1969. In the 1970s the Miccosukee Indian 
Tribe opened and operated the Miccosukee Embassy 
not far from where these two Indian villages were 
located. 

While Jack Tigertail’s death occurred long 
ago, his legacy as a tourist promoter continues to this 
day. On the Big Cypress Reservation, a cutout pat- 
terned after the original Jack Tigertail still points the 
way to Billie Swamp Safari. In that sense, Jack 
Tigertail is still impacting tourism and helping his 
Tribe to prosper. 
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Cecil Johns, Former Tribal President, 1935-2001 



By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD — Cecil Johns, who served 
as President of the Seminole Tribe from 1983-1987, 
was laid to rest, Jan. 25, in an oak-shaded grave in 
the cemetery west of the First Seminole Baptist 
Church. 

He was buried with his black cowboy hat, 
which symbolized his days as a Brighton cattleman. 
There were other cowboy hats in the church, politely 
held by other cowmen who came to pay their 
respects. 

But Mr. Johns wore many hats. He could 
have been buried with a football helmet, an Army 
cap, or a Bible. The line that snaked out of the 
church, and the crowd walking from the church to the 
graveyard were the plainest evidence that Cecil Johns 
touched a lot of people in his 65 years. 

Many of them were children. After an out- 
standing career as a running back for Okeechobee 
High School, Mr. Johns devoted himself to youth 
sports. He was a coach, organizer and chauffeur. He 
was instrumental in starting the youth bowling 
league. 

“He loved football so much, he was ready 
even to be water boy,” said Rev. Wonder Johns, 
recalling Mr. Johns’ boyhood. “He wanted to play, 
but he wasn’t eligible for some reason. So he carried 
water to the other boys until a coach gave him (an 
injured player’s) uniform. . . Anybody that needed 
help, he was willing to give it - even if it was just a 
drink of water.” 

Rev. Howard Micco remembered Cecil’s 
nickname: “Crazylegs.” He laughed along with the 
packed church when Rev. Johns told how he earned 
it. On one of his first plays, Cecil took a handoff and 
ran the wrong way while his teammates waved wild- 
ly. Finally, he realized his mistake and finished the 
play by running the other way for a touchdown. 


Mr. Johns would 
later be inducted into the 
Brighton Sports Hall of 
Fame, and, last year, into the 
Seminole Sports Hall of 
Fame on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

In 1957, after high 
school, Mr. Johns enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. In 1962, he 
married Alma (Panther) 

Johns, a Cherokee from 
Oklahoma in Washington, 

D.C. where he worked as a 
property and supply officer 
for the Seminole Agency. 

The family, which 
would grow to include sons 
William and Toby Johns, 
came to the Hollywood 
Reservation in 1964. Besides 
his terms as President, Mr. g 
Johns served two terms as | 

Hollywood Representative to t 
the Seminole Tribal Council, | 
and as health director of the 
Seminole Health 
Department. 

At the funeral serv- 
ice, his niece, Rita 
Youngman, sang “Amazing 
Grace” and two of her own compositions, “Faith Like 
Paul” and “Sound of Rushing Horses,” to honor her 
late uncle. 

Rev. Paul Buster also joined in on songs in 
English, Creek and Miccosukee, and delivered part of 
the eulogy. He spoke of Mr. Johns’ failing health due 
to complications of diabetes. 


“He was a dad, a husband, a grandfather to 
many children,” Rev. Buster said. “Because of his 
health, it seemed like God would have called him 1 5 
years ago. He was a Christian warrior, a fighter. He 
fought a good fight so he could be there for his boys, 
his family. Cecil is walking on streets of gold today.” 

Rev. Micco, who noted that Mr. Johns was 


one of seven founders of the church 
at Brighton, gave personal emphasis 
to Mr. Johns’ role as a Christian mis- 
sionary to the Tribe. 

“I got a Bible Cecil gave me 
back in ’86,” he said. “I wasn’t a 
minister, or thinking about being a 
minister. But he knew . . . You might 
have planned to be somewhere else 
today. But, Cecil invited you to 
church.” 

Besides his wife, sons and 
niece, Mr. Johns is survived by his 
sister Mabel Haught of Brighton, and 
five grandchildren, one of whom 
held a single rose as she comforted 
Mrs. Johns. 

President Mitchell Cypress 
along with Steven Bowers, Charles 
Hiers and other Seminole Veterans 
presented the family with an 
American flag at the graveside, after 
a bugler blew “Taps.” Chairman 
James Billie flew back and forth 
across the State of Florida to give 
words of comfort to Mrs. Johns. 

The Rev. Johns said he spoke 
with Mr. Johns the day before his 
death, and quoted him as saying, 
“Just keep doing what you’re doing, 
and don’t ever give up. I want you to 
keep praying for my boys.” 

In the Seminole tradition, the day he died his 
family started a cooking fire at Mr. Johns’ home on 
North 36th Street. It burned for several days as visi- 
tors came and prepared sofkee and other foods. In the 
memories of his many friends and family, the fire that 
was Cecil Johns’ life burns on. 


Fort Meade: Post On The Peace River Played Key Role In War 



During the Seminole Wars ( 1817-1858 ), the 
United States Army built forts across the peninsula 
of Florida. In this exclusive , ongoing Seminole 
Tribune series, correspondent Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon reports on the role these forts played in the 
battles that were - in their time - the longest and 
most costly military campaigns ever fought by the 
United States. 

By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

FORT MEADE — On Dec. 13, 1851 just 
before dusk, Lt. George Gordon Meade informed 
Gen. David E. Twiggs he had found the location of 
Old Fort Clinch. The General stated, “Here shall be 
Fort Meade.” 

“With that order, the fort changed names and 
that was the beginning of the city of Fort Meade,” 
comments Betty D. Waller, local historian and long 
time resident of Fort Meade, a small community 
about 1 5 miles south of Bartow in Polk County. 

“The original fort was 
named Fort Clinch and it was 
established in 1849. The fort was 
not maintained, however, and had 
a short life since during those 
years there was relative peace 
between the Seminoles and 
whites. But during the Third 
Seminole War, the value of the 
location as a military base was 
recognized and a fort was rebuilt 
and garrisoned. As a strategic 
point, it was important, and its 
perfect drainage and general 
healthfulness were advantages 
appreciated by the military authorities,” says Waller. 

Lt. Meade served in the United States Army 
during the Seminole Wars while a young man. He 
was assigned to control the Seminoles located on the 
east side of the Peace River. He later returned to 
serve in the Army during the Civil War and became a 
Union General. He commanded the victorious Union 
Army at the Battle of Gettysburg, in 1863. “That was 
called the greatest engagement ever fought on 
American soil,” says Waller. 

“In Florida, the fort had another bit of histo- 
ry. Many of the original soldiers stayed and formed 
families around the fort. The Seminoles were sup- 
posed to stay on the east side of the Peace River. Fort 
Meade was on the west side. It was garrisoned and 
the soldiers were to make sure the peace remained 
between the inhabitants of the area. The Seminoles 
and whites did not mix,” says Waller. 

The name Peace River (or creek) is a corrup- 
tion of the original name Pease Creek, explains 
Waller: “The name came from the wild peas which 
grew in great profusion along its course. No treaty of 
peace was ever made on, or near, that river. The 
impression that it was ever named Peace Creek 
because of an actual peace treaty is erroneous.” 

Canter Brown, Jr., author of Florida’s Peace 
River Frontier and Fort Meade, 1849-1900, says a 
rebuilt Fort Meade was especially important during 
the third and final Seminole War (1855 - 1858) the 
last Indian uprising east of the Mississippi. 

“In early December 1854, the army gar- 
risoned at Fort Meade withdrew and began its slow 
march down the ancient Indian trail to the crossing of 
the Caloosahatchee River and Fort Thompson,” says 
Brown. 

“Already on hand at Fort Meade was John I. 
Hooker, who had the contract to supply beef to Fort 
Myers beginning Dec. 7, 1854. Hooker bought all the 
buildings at Fort Meade from the army for $200. 
Moving into the abandoned fort with the Hooker fam- 
ily were five blacks.” 

After the fort was abandoned by the military, 
slowly, the Seminoles began attacking farms around 
the area. 

“There was a lot of tension between the 
Seminoles and whites around 1855,” says Waller. 

“The Seminoles started attacking farms located near 
the fort. Even though in time of need people, mean- 
ing the whites and Seminoles, helped each other. 

“Once a Seminole woman came near the set- 
tlement because her baby was sick. A woman, Mrs. 
Varn, came to her aid. Her husband was a doctor and 
together they nursed the baby back to health. In 
appreciation the Seminole woman gave Mrs. Varn a 
black, hand-made, velvet pin. At one time the Varn 
family donated it to the Historical Society to have it 
displayed in the local museum, but now it’s back with 
the family.” 

James W. Covington, author of “An Episode 
In The Third Seminole War,” which appeared in the 
Florida Historical Quarterly , says: 

“The war began when the Seminoles, 
becoming alarmed about the several surveying and 
scouting parties moving through their temporary 
reserve, attacked one such party.” 

It has been reported that the leader of the 
attacking Indians - Billy Bowlegs - was the victim of 
the surveying party, which uprooted several of his 


banana trees and helped themselves to his supplies. 
When Bowlegs approached the men for payment, 
they insulted him. Later, he returned with a band of 
warriors and attacked the surveying party. 

“As it turned out, the Indians were probably 
right in making this drastic decision to make a last 
ditch fight to defend themselves,” Covington writes. 
“The Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis, already had 
reached the decision to force the remaining 
Seminoles to leave Florida. 

“Since there had been various attacks on 
farms near Fort Meade, on January 1856, the fort was 
re-garrisoned. Once again it was to be used to pro- 
tects the white settlers from the Seminoles,” says 
Waller. 

Any hopes of peace came to an end in the 
early morning of June 14, 1856. Celia Tillis, along 
with her Negro maid, Aunt Line, and her two boys 
went out to the cattlepen to do the morning milking. 
The boys stayed at the gap ready to lower the bars 

when the cows were ready for pas- 
ture. As she approached the cattle, 
Mrs. Tillis realized that all was not 
well. She approached a docile cow 
attempting to soothe it and she 
remarked to Aunt Line, “Something 
is wrong with these cows.” 

Suddenly, the cow at whose 
side she knelt bowed its head as if 
ready to charge and Mrs. Tillis fol- 
lowed its gaze to the worm rail 
fence. Instantly, she saw many 
faces close against the rails. She did 
not hesitate, but crying loudly, 
“Indians! Run for the house!” she 
suited her actions to her words. Thus began the Battle 
of Peace Creek. 

“After what seemed to all of us an unen- 
durable time we reached the door of our house,” 
recalled James Dallas Tillis, son of Willoughby and 
Celia Tillis, as he narrated his story to the assistant 
editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly in October 
1929. “My father, who had heard us, rushed to the 
door, frantically trying to load his gun. He pushed us 
past him, then slammed the door and shot the wooden 
bolt in place, and it was not one moment too soon. A 
bullet from an Indian’s gun splintered the planks and 
ploughed through the forehead of Aunt Line. She was 
painfully wounded, but my mother eventually nursed 
her back to health. 

“We were living in a house one mile away 
from Fort Meade 
with another fami- 
ly, the Underhills. 

Our house was 
originally three 
miles from Fort 
Meade. All the 
families in the area 
moved closer to 
the fort for protec- 
tion because there 
had been a lot of 
Indian attacks 
going on. Many 
people told my 
father to move to 
the fort. He 
refused but chose 
to move closer to 
the fort for his 
family’s welfare.” 

Since the 
attack was so near 
the fort, two boys 
heard the gunshots 
and went to tell 
their father Daniel 
Carlton. He report- 
ed it to his father, 

Lt. Alderman 
Carlton, who was 
commander of the 
garrison at Fort 
Meade. Lt. Carlton 
hurriedly mounted 
six men: Daniel 
Carlton, John C. 

Oates, William 
Parker, William 
McCollough, 

Henry 

Hollingsworth and £ 

Lot Whidden. 

“The gal- 
loping hoof beats 
of their approach- 
ing horses warned 
our enemies, who crawled from their position behind 
our cattle pen and fortified themselves in the south of 
our house,” recalled Tillis. “My father warned Lt. 
Carlton that they were outnumbered more than two to 
one.” 


Lt. Carlton whirled to give his command, 
but at that moment William Parker sighted the 
Indians moving and him and the other six charged. 
But the Seminoles had the advantage because they 
were stationary and the attackers were mounted and 
moving rapidly. The Indian fired, and Lt. Carlton, 
Parker, and Whidden fell dead. Hollingsworth was 
badly wounded. 

McCollough, upset by the deaths of his com- 
rades, dismounted, and ran towards an Indian. Daniel 
Carlton ran behind him and between both bent the 
Indian to the ground and cut his throat with his own 
hunting knife. After, Carlton mounted his horse and 
went in the direction of Fort Fraser. The Carlton fam- 
ily was later to 
impact Florida his- 
tory again. Daniel 
Carlton’s grandson, 
Doyle Carlton, 
became the 25th 
governor of 
Florida, serving 
from 1929-1933. 

The next day, 
reinforcements 
arrived. Capt. F. M. 
Durrance, who was 
commander of Fort 
Fraser and brother 
of Celia Tillis, 
came to the rescue 
with a command of 
50 men. 

“My recollec- 
tion is that the 
attack on our home 
took place on a 
Saturday morning,” 
said Tillis. “Capt. 
Durrance did not 
overtake his quarry 
until sundown of 
the following 
Monday. At that 
hour, he and his 
command stole 
upon a sleeping 
Seminole sentinel. 
The Seminole band 
was sitting in the 
water beneath the 
overhanging bridge 
waiting to take 
their pursuers at a 
disadvantage. A 
fierce battle com- 
menced. 

“Two soldiers 
under Capt. 
Durrance were 
killed. These were 
privates Robert Pine and George Howell. Three were 
wounded, J.L. Skipper, William Brooker and J.L. 
Whidden. The Seminoles afterwards admitted to 1 5 
casualties. This engagement was, I believe, the last of 
the Seminole hostilities in Florida.” 


The body of the Indian whom McCollough 
and Daniel Carlton killed was buried in the stockade 
of Fort Meade. They believed it was a medicine man 
because he carried on his person many healing herbs 
and medicinal plants,” said Mr. Tillis. “They took the 
body of the Indian because it was a custom of the 
Seminoles to protect the bodies of their dead. If a 
white man’s hand first touched the corpse, it was for- 
ever abandoned. 

“After the attack on the Willoughby family, 
there remained tension between both parties. You 
would barely see both sides mix. Once in a while, 
you would see Seminoles come into the fort,” says 
Waller. 

“Billy Bowlegs agreed with the Indian agent 
Elias Rector in February 1858 to negotiate emigra- 
tion,” says Brown. “By late March he and other 
Seminole leaders had come to terms. Out of fear that 
the Seminoles otherwise would not come in by the 
agreed time, the volunteer troops from Fort Meade 
were withdrawn to the vicinity of Tampa and concen- 
trated there. 

“On May 7, 1858, Billy Bowlegs left Florida 
forever. With him were 164 Seminoles, Mikasukis, 
and Tallahassees. The following day Col. Gustavus 
Loomis declared the Florida war closed with the 
assurance ‘the people can now return to their homes 
and usual avocations without fear of further molesta- 
tion.’” 

“The old fort was demolished in 
1 890, ’’recalls Waller. “Parakeets used to come and 
settle in the oak trees near the place where the fort 
had been. At times it was full of color and song. In 
1920, Mr. L. A. Morgan from Georgia bought the 
property and built an attractive home and grew a fine 
orange grove. The property has now been divided 
into attractive homesites and the approximate site of 
the old fort is set aside as a lovely park and play- 
ground for children, on North East Third Street 
between Cleveland and Perry Streets.” 

This was not the only Fort Clinch. The origi- 
nal existed during the Second Seminole War. 

“Fort Clinch was on the Withlacoochee 
River about 1 8 miles from its mouth,” says William 
D. Hoyt, author of “A Soldier’s View of the Seminole 
War,” which was published in the Florida Historical 
Quarterly. “It was established in October 1836, and 
served as an army post until June 1842.” 

How do you get to the exact location of Fort 

Meade? 

“Turn east on Third Street,” says Lela Bass, 
local librarian for the Fort Meade Public Library. “On 
the second block is the Old Fort Site Park. There is a 
marker where the exact fort stood. You can rest or eat 
a picnic.” 

“Fort Meade has a lot of history behind it 
and we try to conserve it,” adds Waller. “A monument 
stands in the block between South Church Street and 
South Hendry Street, just off East Broadway, to mark 
the place where the Battle of Peace Creek was 
fought.” 

For further information on Fort Meade, con- 
tact the Fort Meade Historical Society at (863) 285- 
7474. 

Next: Fort Brooks. 




Sign marks site of original fort, now a Fort Meade city park. 
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Water Managers Meet On B.C. 


By Rhonda Roff 

BIG CYPRESS — Agency heads from 
numerous water management offices met with Tribal 
Representatives Jan. 25, on Big Cypress to discuss 
the Seminole Big Cypress Water Conservation Plan, 
which is part of the larger Everglades Restoration 
Act. 

The managers discussed use of federal funds 
for data collection and monitoring of the restored 
aquatic systems, and for combating the infestation of 
the Old World climbing fern , an invasive exotic that 
crowds out many native plants. 

The Seminole Tribal Water Resource 
Management Department will collaborate with 
researchers from Florida Atlantic University to moni- 
tor the success of the Everglades Restoration. Frank 
Finch, Ex. Dir. South Florida Water Management 


District, Greg May, a Colonel for the Jacksonville 
District of the Army Corps of Engineers and Maureen 
Finnerty, Superintendent of the Everglades National 
Park. The three were enthusiastic about the Tribe’s 
projects. In particular they were impressed with our 
focus on correct scientific results as opposed to 
“politically correct” science. 

They said they still need a way to communi- 
cate with local governments and landowners to gather 
input on the restoration. Since the Tribe’s part of the 
restoration will probably be completed well before 
many others, the example should include start-to-fm- 
ish community participation. 

The Water Resource Department booth at the 
Hollywood Tribal Fair and Rodeo will have posters 
describing the project. 


Top Travel Writers Visit Safari 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 20 of the top 
travel writers in the U.S. and Canada traveled recent- 
ly to the Billie Swamp Safari as part of a FAM trip 
arranged by FLA USA. The five-day trip was 
designed to familiarize the writers with rural tourism 
in the state. 

“We undertook this project to familiarize 
these influential journalists with the Lake 
Okeechobee region and Florida’s Freshwater Frontier. 
VISIT FLORIDA is committed to marketing the 
state’s rural resources to visitors who are interested in 
more authentic and off-the-beaten path destinations,” 
said Kerri Post, vice president of New Product 
Development for VISIT FLORIDA. “We believe this 
region can experience the positive benefits of 
increased tourism, without sacrificing the quality of 
life that initially drew residents to the area.” 

The journalists’ trip started in the Avon Park 
area and worked its way down the middle of the state. 
Executive Director of the Clewiston Chamber of 
Commerce Jeff Barwick contacted Safari Marketing 
Director Lucky Evanicki about including a visit to the 


park when the group reached the Clewiston area. 

After discussions with Lee Tiger, Tourism 
consultant for the Tribe, arrangements were made to 
provide a day of swamp buggy and airboat rides, 
Seminole traditional foods, and a lesson in Seminole 
history to the journalists. 

The writers started their day with a visit to 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum then proceeded to Billie 
Swamp Safari for buggy rides, nature walks, and 
lunch in the Swamp Water Cafe. 

“We treated the journalists to an old fash- 
ioned barbecue of chicken, corn on the cob, gator tail, 
and fry bread,” said Evanicki. “The group loved it - 
even going so far as to ask for copies of the Cafe’s 
menu.” 

With their bellies and their notebooks full, 
the group moved on to Clewiston for a reception and 
dinner at the Clewiston Inn. 

According to Barwick, the comments from 
the group that night and the continued feedback about 
the entire trip have all been very positive. “In all their 
comments, the visit to the Billie Swamp Safari was a 
cut above the rest of the trip.” 


Tax Assistance Available 


HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida has arranged for RSM McGladrey, Inc. to 
assist Tribal citizens in the preparation of their 2000 
Individual Income Tax Returns. The tax accountants 
were at each reservation during the first week of 
February and will return per the following schedule: 

Hollywood - Jan. 3 1 - April 5, Monday - 
Thursday; Big Cypress - March 1 ; Immokalee - 
March 2; Brighton - March 5-6; Tampa - By 
appointment; Fort Pierce - By appointment. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. estimates the majority 
of returns will be completed and mailed within 3 to 5 
business days. Please bring the following information 
with you when you meet with the accountant: 

— Copy of your 1999 tax return (Form 1040). 

— Any correspondence received from the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) during 2000. 

— Form W-2 from all employers. 

— List of children (dependents) with their birth 


dates and social security numbers. 

— Form 1099 showing income received during 

2000. 

— Form 1099R, if you are receiving any funds from 
a pension plan. 

— Name, address and Tax Identification Number of 
the person or company to which you paid child care 
expenses. 

— Form 1098 showing the amount of interest you 
paid to a bank or mortgage company. 

— Social Security statement, if you are drawing 
Social Security. 

— List of charitable contributions. 

— Property tax bills. 

— Daytime telephone number. 

Tribal members will be assisted on a first 
come first serve basis on the scheduled days. If you 
have any questions you can contact Evelyn Alvarez 
of RSM McGladrey, Inc. at (561) 697-1785. 


Heritage Festival: Sharing Our Past, For Our Future 


By Tommy Benn 

HIGHLANDS COUNTY — “Sharing Our 
Past, For Our Future” was the theme for the third 
annual Homecoming held at the Edna Pearce Lockett 
Estate Jan. 20. The weather was cold and cloud cov- 
ered but it didn’t dampen the pioneer sprits of the 
day. Hand shakes and “howdy’s” were plentiful and 
seemed to be the order of the day for friends and 
families visiting and seeing one another while they 
reminisced about the good old days under the beauti- 
ful oak hammocks on the estate. 

The Edna Pearce Lockett Estate is a satellite 
of the Florida Agriculture Museum dedicated to the 
preservation of Florida History through agriculture 
and its related history. The Pearce Home site is the 
major project of the Florida Heartland Rural 
Economic Development Initiative (FHREDI), a six 
county coalition of the rural counties that include 
DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, Highlands and 
Okeechobee counties. Restoration and preservation is 
the goal of the project. Located on the property is a 
small Seminole Village of Chickees manned by 
Tribal citizens to show the Native American impact 
on the area. 

The Pearce Homestead is located on the 
Kissimmee River where the Highlands and 
Okeechobee lines meet at Highway 98. The site is 
rich in heritage and is marked by three distinct histor- 
ical periods. 

A prehistoric linear mound of a peculiar 
type known to the Kissimmee Valley is located on 
the river front oak hammock. A Seminole habitation 
is recorded on a survey map dated 1869. The estate 
itself is one of the earliest settlements in central 
Florida. 

John Mizell Pearce settled with his parents 
in the Peace River Valley in 1846. He served in the 
Confederate Army in 1863 and returned to Peace 
River Valley and Fort Meade after the conclusion of 
the Civil War. 

Pearce remembered the location of Fort 
Bassinger from the third Seminole War in 1837. After 
the death of his father Levi in 1874 John moved his 
family to the homestead and its present day location 
to start his cattle empire. 

Deeded 157 acres through the Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida in 
18 8. Pearce began his dream. The property deeded 
included the abandoned Fort Bassinger built by 



FLOUR POWER: Lorene Gopher makes frybread. 


General Zachary Taylor as his headquarters from 
1837-38. The fort was named after a young lieu- 
tenant killed in the Dade Massacre. 

When the Second Seminole War ended in 
1842 Fort Bassinger was closed. During the Third 
Seminole War, it was reopened as a transfer point and 
commissary depot for supplies. It closed for the final 
time after the conclusion of the war, never to open 
again. 

Pearce expanded his land holding as he 
expanded his cattle herd of what was to become the 
Pearce Cattle Empire. Pearce also ran a river ferry 
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called the Mary Belle. He was also a peace officer 
and for many years the only law in the lower 
Kissimmee River Valley. He and his wife Martha 
raised nine children. 

Pearce died in 1897 leaving his estate to his 
family - wife Martha and son William Sidney (Sid) 
Pearce, who carried on the family ranching activities 
as well as the ferry business. Miss Martha replaced 
the original family log home built in the 1880’s with 
the wood frame house that remains on the homestead 
today. Miss Martha passed away in 1911. 

After the death of his mother, Sid purchased 
the main house and surrounding property from the 
estate and managed the family’s business ventures 
from there. Sid and his wife Marvia (Hollingsworth) 
had four children - Leland Clifford, Ruth, Pearl, and 
Edna Mae. Sid followed in his father’s footsteps 
becoming a police officer. He donated the land for 
the first Bassinger School House in 
1910. In 1916 he built the first 
bridge over the Kissimmee River, but 
cattle ranching was his main endeav- 
or. His cattle brand, P-4, was recog- 
nized through out the cattle commu- 
nity. P - for Pearce and 4 to repre- 
sented him as the fourth child. 

Sid’s wife died in 1932 and 
his eldest son Clifford was killed in 
an automobile accident in 1934. 

Clifford was survived by his wife 
Clara and their four children. 

Clifford was running for county 
commissioner when the accident 
occurred and won posthumously. 

Clara was appointed to fill his seat 
and was the first female county com- 
missioner in Florida. 

After her brother’s death, 

Edna, sister Pearl and sister-in-law 
Clara became more involved with the 
family business. 

Edna was named sole bene- 
factor of the Pearce estates and busi- 
ness after her father’s death in 1944. 

She was now running one of the 
largest cattle operations in the South. 

Miss Edna continued to use the P-4 
brand, as she too was the fourth 
child. 

Edna introduced the 
Brahman blood from India to the 
estate cattle in an effort to advance 
the cattle hybrid vigor and to estab- 
lish a better Florida calf for shipping 
to the western feedlot operators. She 
looked towards the future and was 
receptive to new ideas. She herded 
cattle with helicopters and also used 
them to plant grass seed and fertilize 
pastureland. Edna used progressive 
methods of canals, ditching, cross 
canals, and bar ditches to control and 
regulate water on the vast property. 

Like her father and his 
father before him, Edna was political- 
ly involved. She was the third woman 
ever elected to the Florida House of Representatives 
where she served three terms and was dubbed the 
“Lady of the House.” Transportation bills sponsored 
by Pearce paved many rural roadways and bridges 
including the one over the Kissimmee River build 
originally in 1 9 1 6 by her father. She sponsored and 
got passed the Florida Raised Bill that required a 
stamp on Florida-raised beef. Edna also sponsored 
three bill supporting Women’s Rights. These bills 
allowed women to serve on juries, receive equal pay 
for equal work and protected women’s property 
rights. 

Miss Edna ended her legislative career when 
she married William J. Lockett, a wool broker from 
London, England, in 1953. She lived in England for 
the next five years, returning semi-annually to man- 
age her family estate and cattle empire. When her 
husband retired they returned to the Kissimmee 
Valley ranch at Fort Bassinger where she ran the fam- 
ily business throughout her retirement years. 

Miss Edna Pearce Lockett led a full and 
rewarding life challenging herself to all limits and 


meeting any adversity head on. In 1982 she received 
an honorary Doctor of Law Degree and was named 
chancellor of a college. She became a member of the 
Florida’s Women’s Hall of Fame the same year. The 
Florida Senate honored her for her service to the state 
and community in 1983. In 1998, she was posthu- 
mously inducted into the Florida Agricultural Hall of 
Fame. 

The day’s events at her homestead were full 
and rewarding with historians and storytellers like 
Judge Nelson Bailey and his horse Domino and 
Florida cur dog Cracker. Bailey’s Florida Cracker 
History lessons are interesting, educational and enter- 
taining. Florida historian Iris Walls of Indiantown 
shared her experience as a young woman living and 
raising her family in the cypress swamps that sur- 
round Immokalee, Florida. Living history era-cos- 
tumed characters Miss Edna, Captain Pearce, Zachary 


Taylor, Cattle Baron Jacob Summerlin and Seminole 
War leader Osceola meandered through the crowds. 

Florida cowhunter Doyle Hazellief educated 
the crowd on the way it was during the open range 
days of Florida. Grandson, Doyle Rigdon, who like 
his grandfather and Uncle Dewaine still make their 
living as Florida Cowhunters, recited poetry. 

Crafters and artists on the estate grounds 
showed off their wares while the food vendors filled 
the air with wonderful aroma. Highlands County’s up 
and coming young artist Hobby Cambell showed his 
newest release for 2000 - “Osceola” featuring the 
famous Osceola Turkey. 

In the Seminole encampment, pumpkin fry 
bread and swamp cabbage were prepared by the 
Willie Gopher family. Seminole doll makers, bead 
workers and patchwork seamstresses showed off their 
talents to the public. Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Councilman Jack Smith, Jr. and the Brighton 
Community donated the chickees last year. 



BUCKETS OF DELIGHT: Willie Gopher served up special dish. 
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Fuel, Citrus Canker On Council Agenda 


By Colin Kenny 

HOLLYWOOD— A new 

means to buy aviation fuel highlighted 
the Seminole Tribal Council meeting on 
Jan 18. Tribal Director of Real Estate 
George Johnson went over the last 
invoice of a $10,442 aviation fuel bill 
from Air BP out of Tampa. Johnson 
pointed out that buying from Chevron 
out of Port Everglades would have saved 
$600 on that one fuel delivery - tax 
included. Add the special tax exempt sta- 
tus and the Tribe would save an addi- 
tional $700. 

“The Tribe does not have to pay 
Federal taxes so long as you are not sell- 
ing seats or chartering the plane,” said 
Johnson. By switching fuel suppliers 
Johnson projected a minimum of 
$125,000 to $150,000 in annual savings 
on aviation fuel. “We have to become a 
distributor instead of a real buyer,” said 
Johnson. 

The fuel discussion led to the 
second part of Resolution 20 that was 
before the Council: Put a gas station at 
Howard Tommie’s cigarette shop on the 
northwest corner of State Rd. 7 and 
Stirling Rd. 

With state taxes waived off 
retail motor fuel, Johnson gave a “con- 
servative” estimate of $80,000 monthly 
net profit selling Exxon, Chevron, BP or 
even the Tribe’s own off-brand called 
Warrior or Seminole gas. If they can’t do 
it on the northwest comer, Johnson said 
Dorothy Tommie would be willing to 
lease the southwest corner for such a 
venture. Johnson also mentioned a 
grassy area on the Tampa Reservation as 


another possible site for a gas station. 

Chairman James Billie put in 
his two cents worth on tightening the fis- 
cal belt and promoting personal respon- 
sibility: “Car loans are on the way out,” 
he said. “Furniture loans are on the way 
out.” 

He encouraged Tribal citizens 
to develop their own credit outside of the 
Tribe. He said the Tribe might assist in 
down payments on a car, but it’s up to 
that Tribal person to make subsequent 
payments and establish their own credit. 

Tribal Operations Officer Tim 
Cox suggested raising the age of the 
beneficiaries of the Hot-Meals program 
from 55 to 60 to save money, grand- 
fathering in the 55 - 60 year-olds 
already in the program. 

“Before we start cutting 
Seminoles we need to start cutting non- 
Seminoles,” said Councilman Max 
Osceola before the resolution was tabled. 

In Resolution 45, Cox and 
Hugh Chang-Alloy, Tribal Controller, 
addressed the increasing challenge of 
getting the payroll checks out due to a 
shortage of staff, facilities and office 
space. Cox added it would cost $140,000 
annually just to pay the extra staff to get 
the weekly payroll to the increasing 
number of Tribal employees. 

Cox and Chang-Alloy proposed 
putting checks out on a bi-weekly basis 
as a cost-effective way to ease the bur- 
den of payroll dispersal. However, the 
Council was not quite ready to unani- 
mously approve that measure and 
Resolution 45 was tabled. 

The meeting was marred by one 


outburst as Tribal citizen, Richard 
Osceola, interrupted Chang-Alloy at the 
podium. Osceola became agitated once 
he was at the microphone. Chairman 
Billie requested that Osceola quiet down 
and that he had one minute to state his 
case. Osceola kept escalating his tirade 
— turning towards Cox who was now 
seated at his left — until an impatient 
Chairman Billie declared to the angry 
young man: “If you were a little bit 
sober I’d enjoy it, but you’re not.” 

Osceola was finally escorted 
out of the Council meeting by SPD 
Officer Ralph Cook. Humor relieved the 
tension afterward as Councilman David 
Cypress joked, “Tim, could I get your 
signature before you go out that door?” 

The meeting also included a 
discussion of the Citrus Canker 
Eradication Program by George Johnson. 

“The way the program used to 
be was when the State found an infected 
citrus tree, any tree within 900 feet 
would be eradicated,” Johnson said. 

“The State has changed the program so 
only infected trees may be removed. The 
Tribe needs to cooperate reasonably with 
the program, especially now that it’s 
infected trees only.” 

Johnson mentioned one home 
site where a Tribal resident had been 
uncooperative with the state even though 
an infected tree was found on that per- 
son’s property. On Johnson’s recommen- 
dation the Council passed a resolution 
directing occupants to follow the policy 
of the Tribe to eliminate trees infected 
with the citrus canker on all Tribal trust 
lands. 


In other action, the Council: 

* Approved a Blue Bird Body 
Company Lease Purchase Agreement for 
two school busses for the Brighton 
Reservation. 

* Approved of a Blue Bird Body 
Company Lease Purchase Agreement for 
an Ahfachkee School bus at the Big 
Cypress Reservation. 

* Approved a Corporate Board 
Subsidy for the Tribal Fair and Rodeo. 

* Tabled Osvaldo Perez’s appli- 
cation for a lunch truck permit to service 
Candlelight Park so as to give Tribal citi- 
zens an opportunity to bid on it. 

* Approved various home site 
leases for Tribal citizens. 

* Approved a revocable permit 
to be issued to Randall’s Wax Works, 

Inc. at the Big Cypress Reservation. 

* Approved an application by 
Sprint for utility right-of-way on Big 
Cypress to put ground cables in. 

* Approved a right-of-way 
application for Lee County Electric 
Coop Inc. to power a new pump at a lift 
station on the Immokalee Reservation. 

* Approved an application for 
Sprint Utility right-of-way to power a lift 
station on the Big Cypress Reservation. 

*Dropped a proposed NASCAR 
race car sponsorship. 

* Approved a schedule and 
mechanism for releases of water from 
Confusion Corner to Big Cypress 
Reservation during drought conditions. 

* Approved authorization to 
negotiate water and waste water treat- 
ment services with the City of 
Hollywood and Tampa. 


Field Days 

Continued from page 1 

crafts, and alligator wrestling. Log peelers, archers, and 
canoe racers will compete in the afternoon. 

Featured performers for the festival include 
Johnny U and Band and the Blue Earth and Aztec 
Dancers. Clothing contests for all ages will be held 
throughout the event. 

At 7 p.m. professional rodeo takes center stage 
with cowboys and cowgirls from across the country con- 
verging on Florida at the Fred Smith Arena to compete in 
seven rodeo events. In an effort to increase their national 
points, as well as adding dollars to their wallets, the 


rodeo athletes will try to best fellow competitors in bare- 
back riding, bull riding, calf roping, steer wrestling, team 
roping and cowgirls barrel racing. 

This rodeo, sanctioned by the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) and the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo Association (WPRA), will draw top 
contestants. PRCA divides the country into 12 sections, 
called circuits. The Southeast Circuits is comprised of 
nine states; North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, and 
Kentucky. 

With total of 84 rodeos held annually in the 
Southeast circuit, the rodeo in Brighton ranks in the top 
five. Pro rodeo’s top hands will not let this rodeo pass 
without staking their claim to the approximately $85,000 
purse money awaiting those who ride the meanest 


broncs, wrestle the meanest steers, clock the fastest times 
around the barrels and conquer the wildest bulls. 

In 2000 the Southeast Circuit topped the field at 
the Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo, held annually 
in Pocatello, Idaho. At the finals rodeo champions from 
all 12 circuits compete for over $450,000 in prize money 
and the chance to bring the title home to their part of the 
United States. 

Tickets for all the activities at the 63rd Annual 
Brighton Reservation Arts & Crafts Festival and PRCA 
Rodeo can be bought at the gate. Tickets are family 
priced at $10 for adults and $5 for children 12 years old 
and under. Day tickets for the festival only are $2. Kids 
Day are also $2. For more information call the Arena 
Office at (863) 763-4128. 


Board 

Continued from page 1 

they still were recovering from the 3K 
walk/run held at the Big Cypress 
Reservation on Jan. 27, at which Big 
Cypress won the trophy for most partici- 
pants. 

Asked by the Board to summarize 
the status of sugarcane operations at 
Brighton, James Tommie reassured all in 
attendance that the cold, dry weather had 
not destroyed the latest crop. Don 
Robertson reported on the Parker Island and 
Miccosukee pastures, stating that by pur- 
chasing hay and providing feed supple- 
ments they can protect the cattle from the 
drought. 

The Board approved a resolution 
of support for the Intertribal Agriculture 
Council’s (I AC) efforts to generate and sup- 
port business opportunities for Native 
American agriculture. The I AC aims to 
improve Indian agriculture as a means to 
reduce dependence on grants and promote 
economic self-sufficiency. IAC president 
and Seminole citizen Richard Bowers 
announced the organization’s next annual 
symposium (in November 2001) will be co- 
hosted by the Seminole and Miccosukee 
Tribes. 

In other business, the Board: 

•Welcomed Berle Olswanger, 
based in Brighton, as the new County 
Extension Agent for the Seminole Tribe’s 4- 
H Program. 

•Welcomed Big Cypress cattle 
foreman Joey Henry. 

•Opened a bank account for the 
Brighton Seminole Trading Post, the con- 
venience store reopening soon at the 
Brighton campground. The Board thanked 
manager Sherley Weeks for her efforts to 
oversee the campground’s renovations since 
the Board took over its management in 
May. 

•Approved two new cattle owners 
and a homesite on pasture lands. 

•Explored the possibility of worm- 
ing Big Cypress cattle twice annually. 

•Adjusted smoke shop and 
Seminole wholesale employees’ medical 
insurance premiums. 

•Issued a five-year revocable per- 
mit for a billboard on the Florida Turnpike. 

•Approved a resolution to offer 
property at Coconut Creek to the Tribal 
Council for $1.5 million, with provisions 
for indemnification against possible taxa- 
tion. 

Announcements included: 
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Tribal Fair 

Continued from page 1 

old, I entered him into the Prettiest Baby 
Contest at the Tomato Festival, and he 
won first place. I got $5 for that. That was 
a lot of money back then. 

I guess it was a few years later 
when I was talking to Joe Dan Osceola, 
and we thought about putting on a pow- 
wow that had been dropped for a long 
time. We got Linda Osceola as secretary 
to put down what we talked about. 

The BIA people also helped. 
They helped us arrange the event, and put 
ads in the newspaper for us. They also 
gave us big bags of grits and flour so we 
could make sofkee and fry bread for the 
event. We gave everyone who came a free 
taste of the food. 

We held the festival on the 
Reservation, but not where it is now. We 
had it by a little canal that came through 


the Reservation. We had arts and crafts at 
this powwow. My mother Ada Tiger and 
her sister Missy sold dolls. This is how I 
learned to run a booth at events. 

We also had a little village set up 
along a canal. At night, we had lights to 
light up the village. We showed the peo- 
ple what the Indian life was like. A couple 
came off a dugout canoe and walked to a 
chickee. There was a big fire burning. We 
even had dogs lying around the fire. 

The woman went to the edge of 
the canal and washed clothes. She pound- 
ed the clothing on a rock, and then rinsed 
it in the canal water. She hung the clothes 
in the bushes to dry. That’s the way we 
did laundry back then. No one had wash 
machines back then. 

The Government people also 
suggested that we should have an Indian 
clothing contest. They said it would be 
good for people to see the Indian clothing. 
We had a contest, but the funny thing is 
that Indian people in the audience just 
came up to help us. Back then, all the 


how the west is worn. 


Davie 

6211 S.W. 45th Street 
(954) 587-9000 
plus locations in 
Coconut Creek, 
Hialeah and Ocala 


Indians wore Indian clothing. So, some of 
the old people just stood up and entered 
the contest. The dress they wore was the 
dress they wore that day! 

Joe Dan and I were talking on 
the microphone. We told people what was 
going on throughout the powwow. I was 
surprised that the powwow went so good, 
as we only had a few people to work and 
some had to go in the show two or three 
times. 

This was the beginning of our 
Tribal powwow. I 

know Joe Dan 


30 years ago did the Tribe finally decide 
to make it an annual festival. I’m glad 
they did. 

Now, the Tribal Fair is much big- 
ger. It’s a great event. I’m sure everyone 
who comes will enjoy all the different 
booths and the food and the clothing com- 
petitions. It will be a good event. It will 
have everything but a lady pounding 
clothes on a rock. 

Today, we have washers and dry- 
ers, too! 


•The 30th Annual Tribal Fair, Feb. 
8-11. E. Carl Baxley encourages everyone 
to wear your Seminole clothing! 

•The 4-H Hog Sale, to be held at 
Brighton after Brighton Field Days. There 
will be a buyers’ dinner at 5 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 19. All are invited to support 
the 4-H kids and bid on the 80 hogs and 3 1 
steers. 

•A hog hunt at Big Cypress in 
mid-February. 


It’s more than western wear 


Davie 


3Dt BOM SO 10 HIRE 


David Kwik Stop 
4216 N.W. 66th Ave 
(354) 367-6007 


remembers how 
hard we worked. 
We were up late 
every night. A lot 
of people came 
out and enjoyed 
the festival. 

We had 
other fairs, but it 
wasn’t a regular 
event. Not until 


Kwik 


Stop 


GRAND OPENING SPECIAL! 


Your Neighborhood Grocery 
Under New Management 


FREE 

ONE SCRAPE OFF 
LOTTERY CARD WITH THIS AD 
(I per person. 100 card limit) 
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HISTORICAL SITE: From the air, a view of the site where 115 aboriginal canoes have been found since May. 



Steve Everett and the two students who found the first 
canoes, last May, during a class archaeology field trip. 

Also in attendance was Alachua County 
Commissioner Hutch Hutchinson, who is spearheading 
a growing drive to rename Newnan’s Lake back to the 
original Pithlachocco. Both the Secretary and the Chief 
assured Hutchinson they supported his idea, which 
recently became steeped with controversy by several 
letters of opposition sent to the Gainesville Sun. One of 
those letters was written by retired aboriginal canoe 
expert Barbara Purdy, who disputes the Seminole her- 
itage of the Seminole canoes. 

There was no doubt on the lakebed that day, 
however. “We really don’t have any written records to 
prove that we people were here so long ago,” said 
Billie, who has noted the similarities in canoes and 
other crafts among indigenous people throughout the 
Southeast and in Central and South America. “But one 
day the earth reveals itself to us by drying and bringing 
up these canoes where they have been hidden for 
thousands of years. 

“They were saying, ‘Here you are. You’ve 
been here. Look at these things that you have 
made.’ That is very precious to us Seminoles.” 

After looking at the canoes and posing for 
photos, the group traipsed over to the nearby rustic 
compound of retired biologist and Florida 
folksinger Dale Crider, who has spent most of the 
past eight months writing, singing about and organ- 
izing vigilante protection of the canoes. When 
Crider first reported the threat to the canoes by a 
deadhead logging operation, the Florida Dept, of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) conducted a 
lengthy surveillance of his activities, hoping to 
catch him “stealing” a log from the lakebed. 

Now, a few months later, Crider is sharing 
venison, biscuits and coffee with the Secretary of 
State near a fire circle in his jungly back yard. “She 
is a great lady,” said Crider, who played several 
songs for the Secretary on his Gibson hummingbird 
guitar and escorted her down a precarious nearby 
path to view a mother gator in her lair. “She seemed 
very appreciative of what we’ve all done to preserve 
these canoes.” 

Chief Billie told the group that he bore no 
ill will toward the logger who damaged the cultural 
| site or the DEP which allowed the destructive activ- 
j? ity to continue even after the canoes were found and 
o some damaged: “We could pursue it, but why? The 
cq man was only trying to make a living and he had 
| permission from one arm of the state,” said Billie. 

* “If anything, it helped gain attention by letting the 
world know.” 

Harris agreed: “In Florida we go through 
this sort of thing every day. Even in the city, there 
might be a valuable historic building threatened by a 
new development. Decisions have to be made to pre- 
serve the building just as decisions have had to be made 
regarding this important site. The public’s opinion and 
desires are uppermost in the project. I don’t think there 
is any doubt that the people of Florida want us to take 
whatever steps we can to preserve this site.” 

Later, standing on the lakebed, Harris begged 
off any more television interviews, snapping: “Do I 
have to answer any more questions? Ever since the 
election I’ve had lights and cameras in my face, inter- 
view after interview. I’m tired of it.” 

By mid-afternoon, the group dispersed. Chief 
Billie flew the Secretary and DHR Director Matthews 
to the Gainesville airport where the Tribe’s single- 
engine turbo Pilatus PC 12 cruised the two state officials 
back to Tallahassee. 

“I was kind of surprised Kathy just climbed 
into the helicopter with me,” said Chief Billie, later. “I 
think a lot of these state officials don’t trust me for 
some reason. She seemed like she really wanted to get 
away from it all and spend the day with a bunch of old 
canoes. It was a great day.” 


Visit 

Continued from page 1 


on the committee that Harris will announce to the 
Miami-Dade Board of Commissioners next Tuesday. 
And the National Register nomination was passed by a 
state advisory board, which includes Tribune columnist 
Patsy West, two days after the Harris-Billie meeting. 
After a final review by Seminole Tribal Historical 
Preservation Officer Dr. Pat Wickman, the nomination 
will be sent to the National Park Service. 

“Unofficially,” however, Harris has long want- 
ed to meet James Billie. She traveled to the Florida 
Folk Festival in White Springs last year hoping for a 
personal meeting, only to miss him backstage. A long- 
time admirer of the Chief and his entrepreneurship, 
Harris had wanted to invite him to write an essay for 
the prestigious “Florida In My View” column in the 


JET SITTER: Katherine Harris inside the Tribe’s G-4. 


Florida History & The Arts quarterly magazine her staff 
publishes. 

Then, when articles in the Seminole Tribune 
detailed the find and damage to the site by a state sanc- 
tioned log recovery operation, she sought the Chief’s 
counsel. He offered a tour of the lake on the Saturday 
after the election. 

“Well we all know what happened then,” she 
quipped, referring to the controversy over Florida’s 
electoral votes and her sudden fame at the center of a 
national political storm. “I don’t know if it was fame or 
infamy. It’s a strange feeling to suddenly become a 
character on Saturday Night Live. “ 

She took no offense, however, at the often 
mean-spirited and cruel-edged descriptions of her, 
which proliferated the media during, the nearly two 
months of controversy: “I thought a lot of it was really 
funny. It didn’t bother me.” 

“You are dressed inappropriately,” Chairman 
Billie said upon their meeting in the lobby of the 
Gainesville private airport. “You should have old boots 
and jeans on. We’re going to be walking in muck out 
there.” 


“Chief, these are the only boots I 
have,” she smiled. “I looked through my whole 
closet. Can you believe it?” 

The Tribe had sent Aviation Director 
Peter Vedel and the G-4 jet to Tallahassee to 
transport Harris and Division of Historical 
Resources Director Dr. Jan Matthews to 
Gainesville. On the short jaunt, Secretary Harris 
discovered she shared a common passion with 
the Seminole Chief - business south of Florida: 
“The press made all of that up about George 
Bush making me an ambassador. That was never 
even talked about,” she said. “If something like 
that would happen, I would rather be an envoy 
to South America.” 

Connecting Florida and the rest of the 
nation - by business - with Central and South 
America is Harris’ dream and she can quote sta- 
tistic after statistic in its support. She found an 
agreeable listener in the Chief, who spoke of the 
Tribe’s investments in Nicaragua, including cat- 
tle, land, tourism and manufacturing: 

“I really like that country,” Billie said. 
“It’s a great climate for real business if you 
know what you are doing and how to act.” 

From the jet, the entourage transferred 
to the helicopter. Immediately after clearing the 
tall trees, a large kidney-shaped body of water 
came into view. The low water was apparent 
from the air, with the entire northeast shore sans 
water for hundreds of yards. A small contingent 
of humans was waving as the helicopter came to 
a landing on the lakebed. 

A short walk from the ‘copter was the 
complete form of a dugout canoe, with the sand 
and muck carefully removed around the edges. 
“It gives me a surreal feeling,” Chief Billie said, 
as the small horde of reporters and curious 
looked on. The canoe had been partially 
unearthed by Gainesville East Side High teacher 



Secetary Harris, Chief Billie, East Side High students at site. 


Concern For Artifacts Halts 


Muck Removal Application 

Environmentalists Have Their Say 


By Charles Flowers 

TALLAHASSEE — A $300,000 state 
proposal to remove muck from the bottom of 
Pithlachocco (Newnan’s Lake) was halted last 
month by concerns over possible damage to Indian 
artifacts. 

In a terse, two-sentence memo Jan. 19, 
James Estes, chief of the Bureau of Freshwater 
Fisheries Resources for the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) wrote: 
“Per our conversation, this letter is a request to 
withdraw our application for an aquatic plant 
removal permit for Newnan’s Lake.” The memo 
was addressed to William Caton, of the Department 
I of Environmental Protection (DEP). 

If The decision followed on the heels of a 

o five-page letter from Seminole Tribal Historic 
« Preservation Officer (THPO) Patricia Wickman to 
s DEP, opposing the permit application. 

Citing “extremely high potential for 
adverse impact upon properties of traditional reli- 
gious and cultural importance,” Dr. Wickman said 
she believed the application for the Pithlachocco 
project should be denied. “(T)he potential for irre- 
trievable loss of irreplaceable artifacts is very 
high.” 

She built her case in part on letters from 
State Archaeologist Jim Miller and attorney Gerald 
York, who represents the Department of State. Last 
July, Miller wrote DEP environmental manager 
Gordon Roberts seeking protection for more than 
80 canoes that had been discovered, tagged and 
partially excavated after a DEP -permitted logger 
dragged logs through the site where most of the 
canoes were being found. 

“Reports from private individuals suggest 
that canoes may occur in large numbers all around 
the lake,” Miller wrote last July 25. 

York added in a Jan. 8, 2001 letter to DEP 
that “six new canoes have been discovered on the 
west side of the lake and there is a high potential 
for the discovery of new canoes in areas not yet 
investigated.” 

DEP ombudsman Benji Brumberg noted 
that Dr. Wickman’s letter was “well-received. She’s 
absolutely right in most cases.” 

Brumberg disagreed with the THPO’s 
assertions that challenged the value of the muck 
removal to improve fishing in the water-starved 
lake. 

“This would be an ideal time in an ideal 
world to do this,” Brumberg said. “De-mucking 
would be environmentally good for the lake.” But, 
as he noted from his meeting with FWC officials, 
the discovery of the canoes, and the state’s initial 
failure to protect them, placed Pithlachocco off lim- 
its. 

The 7,400-acre lake east of Gainesville 
was the site of the largest canoe find in history last 
summer, when nearly 100 dugout canoes dating to 
3,500 B.C. were found on the drought-exposed lake 
bottom. Most have been re-buried. 

Seven of the canoes were reportedly dam- 
aged by L.C. Pinson of Santa Rosa Beach, who was 
operating under a DEP permit to remove so-called 
“deadhead” logs from the lake bottom. Gov. Jeb 
Bush stopped the logging practice on Florida lakes 
in response to complaints by the Seminole Tribe, 
archaeologists and environmental activists. 


On Jan. 19, environmentalists had their 
chance to repeat concerns that deadhead logging 
damages wildlife habitat, and urged that it be 
banned. 

“I think we ought to look at a sunset on 
the whole program,” said Manley Fuller, president 
of the Florida Wildlife Association, one of three 
environmental groups that sent representatives to 
the meeting. Representatives from DEP - including 
Brumberg, Roberts and two field investigators - — 
and Gov. Jeb Bush’s office also attended. No press 
other than the Seminole Tribune reported the meet- 
ing. 

Fuller’s suggestion was echoed by Tiana 
Burton of the Sierra Club, and Marianne 
Gengenbach of the Nature Conservancy, who 
insisted that the logging program needed better 
oversight, including what Gengenbach called 
“experts” at both pre-and post-recovery assess- 
ments. One critique of the Newnan’s Lake opera- 
tion was that DEP employees found no significant 
environmental damage, and no damage to canoes - 
even though state archaeologists documented that 
damage, in photographs and on videotape, to seven 
of them. 

“We think there’s a conflict of interest,” 
Burton said, charging the inspectors who are hired 
out of permit fees paid by loggers are not inclined 
to cite them for violations. 

Phil Coram, who stepped down as the 
DEP’s bureau chief for submerged lands in the 
aftermath of the fiasco, said there was a “silver lin- 
ing” in the Pithlachocco case, namely “improved 
coordination procedures with the Department of 
State.” 

Prior to the canoe discovery, the Tribune 
pointed out in a series of articles beginning last 
August, there was no review of permit applications 
which could impact cultural resources, and no con- 
sultation with the affected tribes. 

Now the agencies are talking to one anoth- 
er, and the Seminole Tribe in particular has 
emerged as a major player in decisions involving 
earth-moving projects where cultural resources - 
like a cache of ancient canoes - might be impacted. 

Still, the governor’s aide who made the 
recommendation to ban deadhead logging on lakes, 
was not inclined to extend it to rivers, or even con- 
tinue it indefinitely. 

Instead, Jose Boscan said, the program had 
gone relatively smoothly in most cases, with only 
three major problems in more than 30 permitted 
operations. He indicated that was “a pretty good 
average” by state standards. 

Two of the environmentalists’ suggestions 
were given favorable consideration: marking dead- 
head logs so that mills could identify logs from 
wildcat operators, and re-convening a technical 
advisory committee before loggers are permitted 
back on Florida lakes. Pithlachocco, DEP and DHR 
officials have given assurances, will not be subject- 
ed to further logging, or muck removal, although 
nearby Orange Lake has been permitted for a muck 
removal project. 

The new committee will have Tribal repre- 
sentation. The first permit they will consider is for 
Lake Louisa, near Clermont. 


WE ’ VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 
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Final Results of the 2nd Annual Ranch Rodeo 


January 13 
Board 203.5 pts. 

Council 147.5 pts. 

Mutton Busting (6 & 
under): Board: 18 - 
Council: 9 1st: Nauthkee 
Henry 18.17 - 10 pts 2nd: 
Chelsea Nancil 15.07-9 
pts 3rd: Trewston Pierce 
9.81 -8 pts 

Calf Riding (7-10 

years): Board: 17 - 
Council: 10 1st: Huston 
Osceola #61 - 10 pts 2nd: 
Duelle Gore 4.39 - 9 pts 
3rd: Ethan Gopher 3.07 - 
8 pts 

Jr Bull Riding: Board: 19 
- Council: 8 1st: Lucky 
Stewart “Bodacious” #73 - 
10 pts 2nd: Steven Billie 
“Nick” #67 - 9 pts 3rd: 
Wilson Bowers “Harley” 
#64 - 8 pts 

Barrel Racing (10 & 
under): Board: 17 - 
Council: 10 1st: Sheyanna 
Osceola 17.771 - 10 pts 
2nd: Nauthkee Henry 
18.241 - 9 pts 3rd: Taylor 
Johns 9.293 - 8 pts 

Barrel Racing (11-16 
years): Board: 27 - 
Council: 0 1st: Jennifer 
Dennevaux 16.807 - 10 
pts 2nd: Azzy Henry 
16.919 - 9 pts 3rd: 


McKenzie Johns 17.643 - 
8 pts 

Barrel Racing (17 & 
over): Board: 19 - 
Council: 8 1st: Lavern 
Leaf 17.060 - 10 pts 2nd: 
Debi DeHass 18.962 - 9 
pts 3rd: Jennifer Nancil 
23.838 - 8 pts 

Wild Horse Ride: 

Board: 8.5 - Council: 18.5 
1st: Naha Jumper, Sam 
Alison, Jr, A1 Tigertail - 
10 pts GRD $: Jennifer 
Nancil, Keith Davis, Julius 
Green - 8.5 pts GRD $: 
Dave DeHass, Ray Rivera, 
Rodney Osceola - 8.5 pts 

Trailer Race: Board: 10 

- Council: 17 1st: Naha 
Jumper, Josh Jumper, 
Nicole 1.1040 - 10 pts 
2nd: Jessica Nancil, Josh 
Parson, Candy Nancil 
1.3177-9 points 3rd: 
Jennifer Nancil, Keith 
Davis, Julius Green 1.3430 

- 8 pts 

Wild Cow Milk: Board: 
10 - Council: 17 1st: Dave 
DeHass, Ray Rivera, 
Rodney Osceola - 1 0 pts 
2nd: Jennifer Nancil, 

Keith Davis, Julius Green 

- 9 pts 3rd: Naha Jumper, 
Josh Jumper - 8 pts 

Ribbon Roping: Board: 


19 - Council: 8 1st: Naha 
Jumper, Andrea Cypress 

12.9 - 10 pts 2nd: Marty 
Johns, Taylor Johns 14.6 — 
9 pts 3rd: Paul Bowers 
Sr., Clarissa Bowers 27.9 - 
8 pts 

Team Roping & 
Branding: Board: 9 - 
Council: 18 1st: Jane, 
Allison, Jr, Josh Jumper 
10.6-10 pts 2nd: Joey, 
Azzy Henry, Rudy Osceola 
34.6 - 9 pts 3rd: Paul 
Bowers, Sr., Clarissa 
Bowers, Gary Chadwick 

51.9 - 8 pts 

Team Sorting: 

Board: 18 - Council: 9 
1st: Naha Jumper, Josh 
Jumper 17.8 - 10 pts 2nd: 
Tina Billie, Gary 
Chadwick 22.9 - 9 pts 
3rd: Debi DeHass, Shelby 
DeHass 27.7 - 8 pts 

Bull Riding: Board: 12 - 
Council: 15 1st: Justin 
Gopher #71 - lOpts 2nd: 
Ray Rivera “Sentimental” 
#69 - 9 pts GRD $: Kyle 
Jumper NT - 2 pts GRD 
$: Jennifer Nancil 
“Bullseye” NT - 2 pts 
GRD $: Paul Bowers Jr 
NT - 2 pts GRD $: Earl 
Kirkland “Yellow Jacket” 
NT - 2 pts 


Baseball Banquet Held 

HOLLYWOOD — Youngsters met recre- 
ational officials at the Hollywood Gymnasium Jan. 

23, to receive awards for their participation in Little 
League Baseball throughout the year. 

Youths received awards presented by Joe 
Collins, Baseball Commissioner and Recreational 
Official of the Seminole Teams. In addition, Tribal 
citizens Allison Osceola, Daniel Bankston and 
Melissa Osceola received recognition for helping the 
Seminole teams. 

“I’m very happy in accepting the coach of 
the year award,” Joe Collins said. “I guess that’s why 
I wasn’t invited to the drawing for this year’s honor- u 
able award.” 

“My only disappointment to this baseball 
year is that more Tribal youth are needed to be urged 
to participate in athletics. The athletic program was 
put together for Tribal citizens, and few participate in 
the ten teams that fill the fields during baseball sea- 
son.” Says the Commissioner. 

For more information on programs offered 
by the Athletic Department of Hollywood Recreation, call (954) 989-9457. 



Ron Ward with children. 


SPORTS 

The Tradition Continues 





By Tommy Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — 

The Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) is back 
in the saddle again with its 
2001 Rodeo Series under- 
way. The first performance 
of the year was held at the 
Big Cypress Entertainment 
Complex in the Junior 
Cypress Arena Jan. 26. 

The Big Cypress 
Rodeo was the first show 
produced by newly elected 
EIRA President and MARKI 
Productions owner Marty 
Johns. This was Marty’s first 
outing as both producer and 
stock provider. The rough 
stock was in great shape and 
had the right attitude. The 
bulls and horses bucked hard 
and handled well in the 
arena, chutes and gates prov- 
ing Marty and crew were up 
to the task. 

Nauthkee Henry 
won the Mutton Busting (4 - 
6 years old) during the youth 
events. Nauthkee gathered in 
10 points for his first place efforts. Tylor 
Tigertail placed second with 9 points, 
while Brantley Osceola finished third with 
8 points. All the points count towards the 
year-end awards and championships. 

Calf Riders (7-9 years old) 
winners were first place 
Ethan Gopher with 10 
points followed by Seth 
Randolph in second 
with 9 points. Steer 
Riders (10 - 11 years 
old) found Roy Stewart 
winning first place with 
10 points followed by 
Justin Alridge in second 
with 9 points and 
Randall Osceola third 
with 8 points. 

Junior Bulls 

(11 - 15 years old) went 
to Nick Jumper with 10 
points leaving Jerome 
Davis with 9 points to 
settle for second. Other 
event winners with 
points scored were as 
follows: Beginning Barrel Racing - 1st 
place Nauthkee Henry 10 points, 2nd 
place Sheyanna Osceola 9, and 3rd place 
Shelby DeHass 8. Novice Barrel Racers - 
1st place Jade Braswell 10 points, 2nd 
place Kan Kroeplin 9, and 3rd place 


- Marty Johns (header) and 
Adel Driggers (heeler) 1 0 
points, 2nd place - Cicero 
Osceola (header) and dad Rudy 
Osceola (heeler) 9, 3rd place - 
Marvin Bowers (header) and 
Amos Tiger (heeler) 8, and 4th 
place - Homer Coleman (head- 
er) and Randall Ward (heeler) 

7. 

CALF ROPING: There 
were no qualified times, and no 
points were awarded. 

BARREL RACERS: 1st 
place - Tess Ducheneaux 1 0 
points, 2nd place - Jo Leigh 
“Boogy” Johns 9, 3rd place - 
Trina Bowers 8, and 4th place 

- Holly “Scooter” Johns 7. 
BULL RIDERS: 1st 

place - Doug Fish 10 points, 
2nd place - Shawn Best 9, and 
3rd place - Koty Brugh 8. 

ALL AROUND COW- 
BOY: Shawn Best picked up 
28 points by placing in all three 
rough stock events - Bareback, 
Saddle Bronc and Bulls - and 
is currently in the lead for the 
All Around Cowboy Title for 
EIRA Circuit 2001 

The next scheduled All Indian 
Rodeo is set for Friday night Feb. 9 at the 
Bill Osceola Complex on the Hollywood 
Seminole Reservation during the Tribal 
Festival PowWow. Contact EIRA 
Secretary, Debi DeHass for more informa- 
tion at (954) 965-1300 ext. 123 from 8a.m. 
- 5 p.m. 


Marty Johns, EIRA President roping. 


Rudy Osceola (1), Paul Bowers Sr. wait their turn at roping. 


McKenzie Johns 8. 

Breakaway Ropers (50 & Over) 

- Paul Bowers Sr. and Rudy Osceola bat- 
tled for top honors. When the arena dust 
settled Bowers pulled off the victory with 
10 points with Osceola a mere point 

behind slotting him into 
second. 

The EIRA sanc- 
tioned events were as 
follows: 

BAREBACK: 1st 
place - Shawn Best 10 
pts. and 2nd place - 
Robert Simpson 9. 

SADDLE BRONC: 
Robert Simpson and 
Shawn Best swapped 
| places with Simpson 
® earning 10 points and 
| first place and Best col- 
£ lecting 9 to place sec- 
ond. 

STEER 

Kalgary Johns bears down. WRESTERS: 1st place - 

Marty Johns 10 points, 
2nd place - Dean 

Conrad 9, and 3rd place - Jeff Johns 8. 

BREAKAWAY ROPERS: Jo 
Leigh “Boogy” Johns was the only roper 
to get a time guaranteeing her the first 
position and 10 points. 

TEAM ROPERS: 1st place team 


Mid-Season Pool Tournament 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — A mid-season pool tour- 
nament was held at the Immokalee pool barn for the 
shooters in the Seminole BCA (Billiards Congress of 
America) Pool League on Jan. 16. Both 8-ball and 9- 
ball events were played. 

A tourney for the unsanctioned youth league 
was also held with the top five girls and boys receiv- 
ing gift certificates courtesy of Immokalee Recreation 
Department. 

Youth winners were as follows: Girls: 1st 
place - Christin Benson, 2nd place - Josie Davis, 3rd 
place - Jessica Lopez, 4th place - Bonnie Davis, and 
5th place - Nikki Davis. 

Boys: 1st place - Ray Yzaguirre III, 2nd 
place - Tony Sanchez III, 3rd place - Josh Garza, 4th 
place - Tommy Benson Jr., and 5th place - Anthony 
Hernandez. 

Adult race-to-one, double-elimination 8-ball 
winners were as follows: Women: 1st place - Maria 


Billie, 2nd place - Virginia Billie, 3rd place - Libby 
Blake, and 4th place - Dale Grasshopper. 

Men 8-ball: 1st place - Roy Cantu, 2nd 
place - Abel Salgado, 3rd place - George 
Grasshopper, 4th place - Juan Salinas, 5th place - 
Ralph Sanchez, and 6th place - O.B. Osceola. 

The race-to-three, double-elimination 9-ball 
competition was coed with winners as follows: 1st 
place - David Cypress, 2nd place - O.B. Osceola, 3rd 
place - Roy Garza, 4th place - Mario Posada, 5th 
place - George Grasshopper, 6th place - Genesus 
Osceola, 7th place - Delfino Jaimes, and 8th place - 
Maria Billie. 

League position round was held Jan. 22 with 
Motown Boyz defeating Play’AZ to maintain their 
first place spot. Seminoles defeated Motown Bandits 
to take over the third position dropping the Bandits to 
the fifth slot when Abel’s captured all four rounds 
from the Rez Runners to advance into the fourth posi- 
tion. 


Tryouts For Arena Football To 
Be Held In Big Cypress 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — Tryouts for South 
Florida’s newest minor league Arena Football team, 
the Florida Firecats, will be held on the Big Cypress 
Reservation Saturday Feb. 24. Head coach and former 
Miami Dolphin special teams pro Jim Jensen will be 
on hand with his coaching staff looking for local tal- 
ent to fill the team’s roster. 

Jensen, who has already signed 12 players, is 
looking to add 
another 18 
before training 
camp begins 
March 21. 

From these he 
will form the 
final roster of 
2 1 for the April 
6 opener 
against the 
Jacksonville 
Tomcats. There 
is a $50 regis- 
tration fee to try 
out. 

Jensen 
says he has 
been receiving 
calls from play- 
ers and agents almost daily. Each player receives 
$200 per game with a $50 bonus for each win. While 
the pay may be considered low, the opportunity for 
advancement is there. 

Arena football 2 (af2) is the Arena Football 
League’s (AFL) regional Triple- A system for devel- 
opment of professional football at the grass roots 
level. Although there is no official “farm system” 
designation in place that af2 teams must provide play- 
ers to AFL teams, 17 percent of the players on af2 
rosters in 2000 signed with AFL teams for next sea- 
son. 

“Af2 is a league of opportunity and a train- 
ing ground for players to continue their dream of 


playing professional football,” says Mary Ellen 
Garling, Executive Director of arenafootball2. 

Af2 culminated its inaugural season last 
August with 15 teams competing during the 18-week, 
120-game schedule. The league will grow to 28 teams 
for the 2001 season including Jensen’s Florida 
Firecats owned by Andrew Vallozzi, who also own 
the AFL Milwaukee Mustangs. Vallozzi, along with 
son and team president Chris, have owned the 

Mustangs the 
past six sea- 
sons. 

The 

Florida Firecats 
will call TECO 
Arena in 
Estero, Florida 
home. Jensen 
reports more 
than 4,000 sea- 
son tickets sold 
to date. 

Jensen is 
looking for 
coaches as well 
and while he 
has “someone 
in mind” he 
would not 

release any names other than already signed 
Defensive Coordinator Riley Ware. 

Folks around here might remember “Crash” 
Jensen from his days as a Miami Dolphin. Jensen was 
an 11th round pick out of Boston University in 1981 
and played with the Tins’ until 1992. 

After a successful career with the Dolphins, 
Jensen played for one season with the AFL’s Miami 
Hooters under old friend Don Strock. Jensen has also 
coached for the Orlando Predators and the Florida 
Bobcats. 

Information and applications for tryouts may 
be obtained from Big Cypress Recreation at (863) 
983-9659 or from TECO Arena at (941) 390-CATS. 




TICKET I : 
BROKERS 

LOCAL /NATIOMVi IK 


WE DELIVER SAME DAY! 

Cash or Credit Cards Accepted 


Order by phone or visit our website: 

www.frenlrowusa.cem 
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Suspended License • Revoked License • Traffic Tickets • DUI 



Maybe We 
Can Help? 

The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 

954 - 760-7600 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


Co-Ed Valentine's Day Golf Tournament 

at Clewiston Golf Course 
Saturday 

February 1 1 , 200 1 

Open to Tribal Affiliation 
Two person scramble 
Entry fee $40.00 per person 



Sign-up 8 a.m. 
Tee-off 8:40 a.m. rr* 

Sponsored by: 

Big Cypress Recreation/Immokalee 
Recreation/Tampa Recreation 

For more info call Joe Frank 
( 863 ) 983-7029 



Weather Hits Archery Shoot 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — On a gray, cloudy 
Saturday morning the skies finally opened up and 
graced Big Cypress with some much needed rain on 
Jan. 10. Unfortunately that was the morning sched- 
uled by Steve Young of Hollywood Recreation to 
hold the 3-D Archery Shoot in preparation for the 
upcoming 2002 Indigenous Games. 

Young explained these shoots will be held 
periodically throughout the months preceding the 
games. This particular shoot is very early in the sea- 
son and is for evaluating interest, giving participants 
an idea of the range, and encouraging participation. 

Young is inviting all interested persons to 
come to these shoots so they can start working with 
them now and familiarize them with all aspects of 
the competition. Anyone willing to go the distance 
and hone their skills can be set up to compete in 


regional shoots in the state. Because of the inclement 
weather and the cross scheduling of another event, 
there were just three Tribal citizens to take on the 
challenge. 

Brothers Justin and Preston Baker, from the 
Brighton Reservation and Clinton Holt representing 
Hollywood came to the event. Though the weather 
was bad and these guys had to get up early on a 
Saturday morning and drive out to Big Cypress, their 
enthusiasm and dedication were not diminished in 
any way. Each took to the range like it was already 
2002. 

For more information in this competition 
please call Steve Young at Hollywood Recreation. 
Steve is encouraging Tribal citizens to come out, get 
your skills down, and represent the Seminole Tribe in 
Canada for the 2002 Indigenous Games. 


Basketball Invitational Tournament Set 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Plans have been final- 
ized for the 5th Annual March Madness Invitational 
Basketball Tournament to be held March 15 - 17, at 
the Gymnasium on the Hollywood Reservation. 

The entry fee of $200 per team must be paid 
by March 8, with entry deadline March 5. Teams are 
limited to an eight-man roster. 

Trophies and cash prizes will be awarded as 


follows: 1st place: Sponsor Trophy, $1,600 cash, eight 
individuals, one MVP, one All-tournament team; 2nd 
place: Sponsor Trophy, $1,000 cash, eight individuals, 
one All-tournament team; 3rd place: Sponsor Trophy, 
$500 cash, one All-tournament team. 

For more information or to enter your team 
call Brina Cypress at (305) 559-8338 or (954) 257- 
4753, or you can leave a message for Richard 
Osceola at Hollywood Recreation (954) 989-9457. 


New Coach At Haskell 


By John Harjo 

LAWRENCE, KN — Haskell graduate 
Graham Snelding (Oklahoma Kaw Tribe) has been 
named head football coach at tradition-rich Haskell 
Indian Nations University, replacing Gary Tanner, 
who will remain as softball coach. 

The new coach takes over at a critical 
time, with Haskell entering its second year in the 
tough NAIA. Last year, the Fighting Indians’ first 
away from the NJCAA, the team finished a dismal 
2-7 under Tanner (coach for the past 13 l A seasons). 
Snelding has spent the past three seasons as the 
Haskell offensive line coach. 

Coach Snelding played football at both 
Haskell and Minnesota-Morris, graduating from 
Haskell as the school’s valedictorian. After marry- 
ing his Haskell sweetheart (at the gazebo on cam- 
pus) he earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Northwestern Oklahoma State, and a Master’s from 
the University of Kansas. 

Snelding recently sat down with NDN 
Sports and talked about his 
expectations for this, the 
nation’s only four-year totally 
Native program. He began 
with the offensive line, which 
he knows best: Up front the 
Indians are returning all the 
starters and all but one of the 
key back-ups on a freshmen 
dominated line. Coach 
Snelding has been extremely 
impressed by the way the 
offensive line matured at the 
end of the year (2000). The offensive line is led by 
two-year starter Junior Tim Holt, 6-foot, 285- 
pound, left tackle. “Tim has footwork as good as 
anyone I have seen since I have been coaching col- 
lege,” Snelding says. 

Sophomore Ben Buckskin, 6-feet, 250, 
came on strong and won the center job late last sea- 
son and is having a super off-season. Sophomore 
Mike Gillman, 6- 2, 290-pound, guard is also doing 
very well in the off-season. Coach Snelding says, 
“Gillman also has exceptional feet for a big man.” 
The addition of two redshirts should also make the 
offensive line better than it was last season. 

Redshirt freshman Arik Henry, 6-4, 315, right tack- 
le and redshirt sophomore, Eugene Harvey, 6-2. 

315, at right guard. The versatile sophomore Mike 
McCall, 6-1, 270, also returns where he should 
challenge for playing time at center or tackle. “We 
also have some new additions in the off-season that 
I am curious to see in pads. Some of them could 
step up big,” says Snelding. 

The quarterback race is wide open with the 
transfer of two-year starter and the only QB on the 
roster last season, Brandon Watson. Snelding warns, 
“Don’t read too much into this loss.” “We are very 
excited about Sophomore Jason Jesus, 6’ 0” 175, 
who has a very strong arm and Junior Jason Smith, 
6’ 3” 185, who is the starting two guard on the bas- 
ketball team. Smith is very athletic and we can’t 
wait to get him after the basketball season is over. I 
have seen them both throw the ball and am very 
impressed with both of them. We should have a real 
dogfight on our hands in the Spring for the starting 
QB job.” says Snelding. 

The receiving corps may well be the 
strength of the offense. Senior Zach Hale, 5-8, 175, 
sophomore Chris Barton, 5-11, 185pounds, redshirt 
freshman Joe Spears, 5- 9, 185, and Fort Scott 
Community College transfer sophomore Dallas 
Horn, 5- 8, 170 make up a very talented and athletic 
group of H-Backs. “These are guys with excellent 
speed and are very shifty. They will be getting us a 
lot of yards after the catch. At wide receiver we will 
be big and fast,” assures Snelding. 

Second Team All-Conference wide receiv- 
er senior Sonny Duncan, 6- 3, 185 pounds, who 
owns every receiving record at Haskell, boosts the 
receiver corps. Snelding said, “Sonny underwent 
knee surgery this off-season but should be fully 
recovered by the Fall. There is no telling how many 
yards Sonny could have had if we would have had 
someone that could have hit him in stride or would 
have been in a passing offense.” Coach Snelding 
assures us that Duncan is by no means the only tal- 
ented wide out he has on the roster, Sophomore 
Josh Baldridge, 6-feet 170 pounds, sophomore 
Aaron Mason, 6-2, 210, redshirt freshman Israel 
Bell 6-2, 215, are just a few of the other wide 
receivers Haskell is expecting a lot from. 

At running back and tight end, the Indians 
also have some talented pass catchers. Senior Justin 
Blaylock, 5-9, 235, looks to be the leading candi- 
date for the Indians’ main backfield position. 

“Blaylock is very smart, and consistent in 
his play. You know he will give you his best on 
each play,” says Snelding. Blaylock is also an 
excellent receiver out of the backfield. Senior 
Shannon Ross, 6-1, 230, will also look to add depth 
to the backfield and at tight end. Junior Matt 
Means, 6-2, 225, and Junior Wes Breedlove 6-1, 

240 will be pushed by freshman Jason Nez, 6-3, 

240 for the starting tight end job. 

“We have several other players in our off- 
season that I am looking forward to evaluating. We 
also feel like we are putting together a solid recruit- 
ing class. We have started freshmen in the past and 


if these freshmen we are recruiting come in ready to 
play and beat someone out who is already on the 
team that is great, but they will have their jobs cut 
out for them,” comments Snelding. 

Defensively Coach Rich Brewer will take 
over the job. Snelding promises, “We are going to 
build our team around our defense. Haskell has 
long had a tradition of furious defensive play and 
we are committed to getting back to that level. We 
will have one of the hardest hitting defenses in 
small college football next year.” 

Aptly named redshirt freshman John Star 
Bighorse, 6- 3, 330, anchors the center of a much 
bigger and talented defensive line than in the past. 
Converted 2nd Team All-Conference offensive line- 
man sophomore Matt Treadwell is 6-4, 260, and 
last year’s starting defensive tackles sophomore 
Wilbur Begay, 6- 2, 260, and sophomore Josh 
Cunningham, 6-1, 265, along with redshirt fresh- 
man Joe Ross, 6-2, 280 should make a solid group 
at the defensive tackle spots. At defensive end the 
return of junior Steven “Hoss” White, 6- 4, 270, 
(who had to sit out due to 
academic rules) gives the 
Indians a very athletic and 
big strong side end. “Steve 
should have a shot at taking 
in some post season awards,” 
notes Snelding of the very 
athletic White. 

Freshman Joe Ramirez, 
6-6, 240 is big enough and 
athletic enough to play the 
weak side end and will push 
returning 2nd Team All-Conference defensive end 
Sophomore Alex Herder 6-2, 215, who has phe- 
nomenal speed and will also play some corner in 
situations for the Indians next fall. Herder is a 
defensive lineman and a cornerback if that tells you 
anything about this guy’s athletic ability. “There are 
several other promising defensive linemen out right 
now in the off-season.It will be interesting to see 
how things work out during Spring ball,” says 
Snelding 

Sophomore Matt Kalfesbeck, 6-1, 235, last 
year’s top recruit, leads a very talented group of 
linebackers. Sophomore Daniel Brown 6-3, 240, 
junior transfer Kwame Dewberry, 6-1, 195, and 
freshman Nick Wade, 6-1, 240, round out a very 
impressive group of big athletic linebackers. 

The secondary that finished in the Top 20 
against the pass last year in the NAIA, boasts some 
of the best athletes on the team. Hard hitting All- 
Conference strong safety Mike Murray, 6-1, 195, 
will be moving to the free safety position, while 
2nd Team All-Conference linebacker Ben Baker, at 
6-1, 230, will move to the strong safety spot. “This 
should be a very hard hitting group of safeties. If 
people want to throw over the middle on us next 
year, they better be ready to pay the price,” boasts 
Snelding. 

The very strong and speedy senior, Eric 
Smith ,5-11, 215 (also a former linebacker) will 
spend some time at safety. Mike and Ben will have 
to fight this player for their jobs. Smith is one of 
the top two hardest hitting players on the team. At 
cornerback senior Nick Lewis, 6-1, 185 pounds, 
could very well be the most athletically gifted per- 
son on the Indians’ roster. “Nick has really not been 
able to get comfortable at any one position playing 
QB, WR, and finally DB for the Indians last season. 
He will be playing DB again this year. I am hoping 
that by keeping him at the same position we will be 
able to get more use out of his athletic potential.” 
Snelding says of Lewis. 

After finishing the season with just 38 
players, Snelding is very excited by what he sees in 
the current off-season. “We have 67 players in our 
off-season right now. One of our biggest problems 
last year was a lack of depth. We would like to 
bring back 60+ from this off-season and add 30-40 
good freshmen. College football is a game of attri- 
tion. So many situations occur during the course of 
the season that depth is key factor on whether you 
win games late in the season. If we are able to get 
our numbers up, we could be a force to deal with 
next fall. We will also have a few surprises up our 
sleeves in the fall,” Snelding states. 

One of the biggest problems in the past at 
Haskell has been keeping players eligible. Snelding 
says this group is better in the classroom than those 
of the past - over 30 players boast 3.0 and higher 
GPAs. 

In the early 1 900s, Haskell University was 
a dominant force in college football. The team 
played against the likes of Army, Notre Dame, 

Navy, Bucknell, Mississippi State, Texas A&M, 
Nebraska, and Oklahoma among many others. In 
1926 Haskell went undefeated with a 12-0-1 record, 
that same year Navy went 9-0-1, Alabama went 9- 
0-1, and Stanford went 10-0-1 and all of the latter 
made claims of being the National Champion (AP 
Poll started in 1936). In 1932 Haskell lost a home 
game to Washburn (KS) — only the third home loss 
in the first 34 years of Haskell football. 

Since this era, Haskell has had a long 
drought of football greatness - a drought that 
Snelding plans to break with next season’s team. 

-- John Harjo is founder of www.ndnsports.com 
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(standing, 1-r) Marla Sanders, Polly Hayes, Michelle Thomas, and Richard Bowers, (seated, 1-r): Diane 
Gray, Becky Buster, Leonor Sandino. 


IAC Coming To Miccosukee 


By Tommy Benn 

MICCOSUKEE — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida will co-host the annual Intertribal Agriculture 
Council (IAC) Symposium for 2001 with the 
Miccosukee Tribe of Florida Indians. The event will 
be held at the Miccosukee Resort and Gaming 
Facilities Nov. 4 - 10, 2001. 

Richard Bowers, a Seminole Tribal citizen 
and President of the IAC, recently announced the 
theme for the Symposium - “Keeping Harmony with 
the Everglades through Indian Agriculture.” 

Organizers are expecting over 600 Native 
American, Pacific Islanders and Alaskan Natives to 
take part in the week-long programs. The IAC 
presently represents 52 tribes. 

Co-chairs for the Symposium are Polly 
Hayes, director of the Seminole 4-H, and Michele 
Thomas, Chairman’s assistant from the Brighton 
Reservation. Miccosukee Chairman Billy Cypress’s 
executive secretary, Marla Sanders, Becky Jumper, 
director of sales and marketing, Diane Gray, general 
manager and Leonor Sandino, sales director of the 
Miccosukee Resort and Convention Center will be 
adding their expertise to ensure a successful gather- 


ing of the tribes. 

The events will cover aspects related to var- 
ious tribal agriculture endeavors, including market- 
ing and sales development, conservation, dealing 
with government bureaucracy, and land and natural 
resources usage. The ‘Made by American Indian’ 
trademark, that lets consumers know they are buying 
authentic American Native products, will also be dis- 
cussed. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida will show- 
case agricultural related businesses including cattle, 
sugarcane plantation, aquaculture, feed mill, orange 
and lemon groves, truck farming and packing sheds. 

Seminole private sector will also have a 
chance to showcase their own products, including 
Alex and Willie Johns’s new Cow Creek sauces. 
Other items that will be on display include arts and 
crafts, patchwork, Seminole dolls, and James Billie’s 
cigars, music CD’s, Swamp Seasoning and beef 
jerky products. 

Anyone wishing to showcase products 
should contact Richard Bowers at the cattle and 
range office at the Big Cypress Reservation at (954) 
983-4141. 


Cattle & Range Building Getting Face Lift 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Brighton Cattle and Range 
offices on the Brighton Reservation are receiving a 
face-lift. The old steel frame building, built in 1972, 
will be replaced by a concrete block structure that 
will triple its office capacity from 2,000 square feet 
to a much-needed 6,800 square feet. The back ware- 
house room will be eliminated and be converted into 
much needed office space. 

The conference room will be larger and will 
be able to accommodate cattle owners’ meetings and 


4-H activities. A walk-in cooler will also be added to 
the building. The project, under the direction of 
Carolyn Billie, is well underway and should be com- 
pleted by mid- April. All of the offices should be 
moved back by May. 

The general contractor is Close 
Construction of Okeechobee. The building, when 
completed, will house all of the Board’s Natural 
Resources Projects, Cattle and Range, sugarcane, 4- 
H, land usage and water management offices. 


4-H Livestock Auction Set 


Tribe Displays Wares At Fair 


By Tommy Benn 

WEST PALM BEACH — The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida participated in the South Florida Fair 
which ran from Jan. 12-28. 

The Tribe had a booth in the Fair’s 
Agricultural Tent, which showcases agribusiness in 
the South Florida area. Polly Hayes, under the direc- 
tion of Brighton Board Representative Alex Johns and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. President Mitchell 
Cypress, put together a spectacular display to do just 
that. 

Lizina Bowers, Sherry Gore and Polly Hayes 
took turns manning the booth. A loop tape prepared 
by Seminole Broadcasting under the direction of 


Danny Jumper and edited by Bruce Deitz and Bobby 
Frank and their staff, was also on display to show the 
vastness of Tribal businesses. 

Photographs of the Tribe’s various enterprises 
showed off our shell rock mining operations, sugar- 
cane plantation, cattle programs, grapefruit and lemon 
groves, 4-H programs, and tobacco sales. 

Older photographs showed how far the 
Tribe’s agriculture enterprises have advanced since the 
early 1930s. 

Many guests were surprised to see how many 
different business enterprises are based on the reserva- 
tions. Many thought the Tribe survived only on the 
sale of cigarettes and bingo and gaming parlors. 


Marty Johns: Man With the Reins 



a By Tommy Benn 
| BRIGHTON — Marty 

H Johns was elected by the member- 
ship in late October to take the 
reins of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) from his 
Uncle Willie Johns. Marty, the son 
of Seminole rodeo legend Joshua 
Johns, has been around rodeo all 
his life. He has been a member of 
EIRA since its inception and is a 
man who knows rodeo’s in and out 
as a participant, a rodeo producer 
and a stock contractor. Marty was 
runner-up for the All-Around 
Indian last year. He was beat out by 
Naha Jumper by a mere 7 1/2 
points. 

Marty is a resident of the 
Brighton Community and serves as 
General Manager of the Seminole 
Brighton Bingo and Gaming facili- 
ties. 

Willie Johns served as the association’s 
President for the past six years. Willie did an out- 
standing job and got a lot of things done for the good 
of EIRA. It won’t be easy to ride in Willie’s saddle. 
It’s not easy to take an idea, turn it into a reality and 
make it work. Willie and his slate of officers and 
directors did just that over the past six years. 

“I know he’ll be around with his guidance 
and leadership, if I feel I’m at a crossroads and need 
his advice. Mistakes have been made and we all make 
mistakes, and because of those mistakes made early 
on, we won’t have to make the same ones twice,” said 
Marty. 

“You’re only as good as your help, and there 
are some good people in the EIRA to draw from. You 
have to delegate or stagnate; you can’t do it all. I want 
to keep good people around me. They’ll make my job 
easier. 

“Debbie DeHass as Secretary/Treasurer and 
Cicero Osceola as Vice President will be an added 
pleasure to work with. They both want the best for the 
EIRA and will do what ever it takes to make things 
happen. They’ll do it with a positive attitude too. 

“The 2001 through 2003 EIRA Event 
Directors are a group of positive minded people I look 
forward to working with - Alex Johns, Robert 
Youngblood, Sidney Gore, Moses Jumper, Billie 
Tiger, Paul Bowers, Adam Turtle, David DeHass, 
Bonita Osceola as well as my sister Lisa Osceola. It 
won’t be a one-man show. They all have their jobs to 


do. They are all capable people, people who will get 
things done, that’s why they were elected - to do a job 
and to get it done right. 

“Questions have been raised because of my 
rodeo promotions and stock contracting company, 
“MARKI,” about a conflict of interest while being 
President of the EIRA and a rodeo promoter. I want to 
put everyone’s mind at ease. I want to put on the very 
best show possible. Wearing both hats I believe will 
give me an edge, a double edge sword, seeing the full 
picture from both sides. I have to keep the best stock 
possible in order to produce the best possible show, 
and stock that will challenge the ability of the contest- 
ant. In turn, I want to put on the best show to draw the 
audience back. 

“If ever I feel, or a director feels, that I might 
be prejudiced one way or another on a voting matter, I 
will simply excuse myself from the room and leave 
the meeting in the capable hands of the Vice 
President, Cicero Osceola, returning to the meeting 
room when the issue is resolved. 

“Everyone connected with the EIRA wants 
the same final results, fairness, sportsmanship, and to 
put on a good performance for the enjoyment of the 
spectators. And as President those are my goals as 
well. 

“The EIRA has all the necessary ingredients 
to be successful. We can put it all together and make it 
happen, and I believe with a little help and a lot of 
hard work, we will have a great next two years.” 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — It’s time to put the ham- 
mer down once again at the Brighton 4-H Sale Bam 
and Pavilion as the annual 4-H Show and Sale has 
been set for Feb. 18 at 1 p.m. 

The 4- 
H show is 
scheduled for 
10 a.m on Feb. 

19 and the sale 
will be after the 
buyer’s dinner at 
6:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 19. 

The 

steers once again 
had to come 
from Seminole 
Cattle herds, 
either individual 
cattle operators’ 
herds, or from 
either of the 
Tribe’s Board 
Cattle operations 
— the 
Miccosukee 

lease, Board Cattle number 1, or from the Board cat- 
tle operation at Parker Island Board Cattle number 2. 

The Seminole 4-H program is under the 
direction of director Polly Hayes and the Board of 
Representatives of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
Polly announced the youth will have 30 steers from 


all our tribal reservations and approximately 70 hogs 
for auction. 

“This is the largest number of steers we’ve 
ever had,” Polly said. “All of this could never get 
done with out the help of our mass of volunteers. We 

the 4-H staff, 
Benny 
Hernandez, 
Billie Tiger, 
Sherry Gore, 
Liziana Bowers 
to name just a 
few. They 
deserve a big 
thank you.” 

Rewards are 
hard to meas- 
ure, but the 
g Seminole 4-H 
n program instills 
a responsibility, 

§ builds character 
H and shows that 
hard work and 
dedication to a 
project pays off. 
The 4-H pro- 
gram is sometimes a major stepping stone for many 
into the real world. 

The buyer’s dinner will be coordinated by 
Debbie Johns and her volunteers from all the 
Seminole Reservations — Brighton, Big Cypress, 
Hollywood, Tampa, Immokalee, and Fort Pierce. 
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SIGN OF THE TIMES: 4-H season has arrived at Brighton. 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 


SCOTT H. CUPP, PA. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

P.O. DRAWER 2250 (863) 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 


675-2888 

675-3044 


Cicero Osceola, Lewis Rimes 
Take Team Roping Saddles 


By Tommy Benn 

HOLLYWOOD — When it came right 
down to it and the Fat Lady sang at the third and final 
team roping saddle series sponsored by Moses Jumper 
and Seminole Recreation Jan. 13 at the Bill Osceola 
Arena in Hollywood, Cicero Osceola and Lewis 
Rimes came out on top. 

The pair was part of a group of headers and 
heelers trying to get the needed points to take the 
Championship Saddle home with them. Coming into 
the final round, Cisero Osceola led the headers with 
27 points, followed by Billie Tiger with 23. Willie 
Johns, Joe Hill and Cody Ariola were third with 13 
points each. 

Rudy Osceola lead the heelers with 25 points 
followed by Naha Jumper with 23 points while Josh 
Jumper had 13 points towards the heeler’s saddle. 

The Round Robin competition was under 
way. When the counting was done Marty Johns rop- 
ing, the heads for his brother-in-law Rodney Osceola 
with the combined time of 27.17 seconds on three 
head, came out on top winning $340 each. Harold 
Keen caught three heads for his partner Lewis Rimes 
for a time of 28.86 seconds placing second to win 


$283.50 per man. Lewis Rimes also had three head 
turned for him by Josh Jumper and he and Josh took 
home the third place cash of $227 apiece. Marvin 
Bowers with Rodney Osceola grabbed fourth place 
honors and $170 on three head. George Humphries, 
doing the heading and Randy Rimes on the heels, held 
on to fifth place and carried home $113.50 apiece. 

For the day Harold Keen picked up 14 points 
while Marvin Bowers added 1 1 points to his total. 
Marty Johns and Josh Jumper each added 10 points 
towards the header’s saddle. Lewis Rimes on the heel- 
er’s side added 20 points. Rodney Osceola picked up 
1 8 points while Randy Rimes added 6 to his tally on 
the Saddle Series. 

Cicero Osceola won the header’s saddle with 
a total of 27 points. Billie Tiger held onto second 
place with her 23 points, while Marty Johns’ 15 points 
were good enough for third. 

Lewis Rimes won the heeler’s saddle by 
gathering 30 points during the three roping contests. 
Josh Jumper counted 28 points for a second place fin- 
ish. The “Seminole Legend,” Rudy Osceola, held 
down third place with 25 points. 
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Drs. Siudmak & Steinberg 




Indian Country News 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 



• Family Planning 

• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

• Ultrasounds In 


• Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

• High Risk Pregnancy 

• Infertility Counseling 


Vegas Gaming To Bay Area? 

WASHINGTON D.C. — Circumventing the 
Interior Department and the California governor, 
Democratic Rep. George Miller quietly pushed 
through a 10-acre reservation - ten miles from down- 
town San Francisco — for the landless Lytton 
Rancheria band of 220 Indians that could open the 
Bay area to Las Vegas-style gambling. 


Michigan Sues Tribes 

TRAVERSE CITY, MI — The state is 
preparing a lawsuit to argue that the five federally 
recognized Indian tribes in Michigan no longer have 
inland hunting and fishing treaty rights. The new suit 
will revolve around whether the Treaty of 1836 - 
which was legally deemed to give the five tribes 
widespread access to commercial fishing within the 
Great Lakes waters included in the treaty - also cov- 
ers fishing, hunting and trapping by tribal members 
within inland lakes, streams and public lands. 


Tribes Endorse NAHASDA 

WASHINGTON D.C. — Tribes have 
endorsed the Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self Determination Act, saying the law, up for 
reauthorization this year, has doubled and tripled 
housing production on reservations. Tribal housing 
leaders also asked for a 69 percent increase in fund- 
ing, to $ 1 . 1 billion a year, to take care of unmet 
housing needs. 


Tribal Community Grants 


Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian 
Reservation; $100,000; Reno-Sparks Indian Colony 
(RSIC); $100,000; St. Regis Mohawk Tribe; 
$100,000; The Chickasaw Nation; $498,170; OK; 
Concho; Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma; 
$250,000; Citizen Potawatomi Nation; $497,566; 
Burns Paiute Indian Reservation; $75,000; 
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and 
Siuslaw Indians; $75,000; Coquille Indian Tribe; 
$75,000; Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe; $470,617; 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe TEAM Program; $100,000; 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe; $471,017; Ysleta Del Sur 
Pueblo; $74,719; Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe; 
$75,000; South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency; 
$99,974; The Healing Lodge of the Seven Nations; 
$162,317; Kalispel Tribe of Indians; $73,352; The 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa/ Bad 
River Family Preservation and Support; $171,498. 

Museum Takes Old Canoe 

STARKE — The Gene Matthews Museum 
has agreed to house an old canoe found by a local 
resident. The canoe found near here was tested by 
state archaeologists and found to have been built 
between 660 and 900 A.D. 


Martin To Get BIA Job? 

WASHINGTON D.C. — Poarch Creek 
leader Tim Marin has emerged as an early favorite for 
the job of Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs. 

Martin is curently executive director of the 
United South and Eastern Tribes (USET). “Anything 
that the BIA has been involved in the last 1 0 years, I 
have been involved in,” Martin said. “As executive 
director of USET, I am a coalition builder and a tech- 
nician.” 


Office & Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. • Irwin Steinberg M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


961-8303 

431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 

Suite 250, Hollywood 

Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle 

Flamingo Rd. 


Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


WASHINGTON D.C. — Thirty-eight 
American Indian and Alaskan Native tribal commu- 
nities will receive nearly $8 million in grants to help 
prevent and control youth violence and substance 
abuse, the Justice Department’s Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) 
announced. Grants will support accountability-based 
sanctions, training for juvenile court judges, 
strengthening family bonds, substance abuse coun- 
seling and other programs. 

Awards were given to: Cook Inlet Tribal 
Council; $165,504; Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.; 
$498,475; Hydaburg Cooperative Association; $ 
75,000; Kmik Tribal Council; $100,000; Fort 
McDowell Yavapai Nation; $75,000; Gila River 
Indian Community; $467,470; Mechoopda Indian 
Tribe; $75,000; Southern Ute Indian Tribe; $99,966; 
Nez Perce Tribe; $100,000; Prairie Band Potawatomi 
Nation; $99,361; Bay Mills Indian Community; 
$75,000; Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewa Indians; $79,054; Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe Indians; $100,000; White Earth Reservation 
Tribal Council; Fort Belknap Indian Community; 
$100,000, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes; 
$492,159; Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes; 
$250,000; Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 
Indians; $492,963; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe; 
$249,999; Pueblo of San Felipe; $100,000; 


His competition includes Gaiaskibos, Lac 
Courte Oreilles Chippewa chairman and former presi- 
dent of the National Congress of American Indians; 
Phil Hogan, Oglala Lakota, a former U.S attorney for 
South Dakota and the first director of the Office of 
American Indian Trust in the Department of Interior 
during the first Bush administration; David 
Tippeconnic, Comanche/Cherokee, former president 
of Phillips 66 Petroleum Corp. and Citco Petroleum; 
and Jana McKeag, an attorney who formerly served 
on the National Indian Gaming Commission. 


Code Talker Not Impressed 

GALLUP, NM — Thomas Begay, 74, a 
Code Talker with the U.S Marines 5th Division on 
Iwo Jima, is disappointed President Clinton decided 
to honor him with a Congressional Gold Medal 
instead of the more coveted Medal of Honor. 

“We should get a medal of distinction, not 
some medal you could buy at a flea market. If what 
we did wasn’t above and beyond the call of duty, I 
don’t know what is,” Begay said. 

— Compiled by Peter B. Gallagher. 
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Cowbone 


S quinting by the firelight, fingers tweaking a tiny black dial, the rural 
songwriter finds radio WSM through the gleeks and the crackles of 
his two-dollar Motorola brand battery powered transistor radio. He 
twists the coat hanger antennae just right and out jumps Little Jimmy 
Dickens catchin’ an old cold tater and wait on the Friday night Grand Ole 
Opry. Tweak it some more and the noisebox puts out the lilt and lollar of 
Hank Williams’ voice and the imagination takes control: a nightbird 
screams, moonrise clears the tree moss, a pain of lost love spears the 
heart and the world so far from Nashville is so lonesome he could cry. 

Then when the wind blows a certain way and the signal swoons 
into a cacophony of Cuban rhetoric and multi-garble, he picks up an old 
Kay acoustic guitar and starts to strum and croon. His voice is so close to 
howlin’ that a tuneful of songbirds could divebomb every hound on the 
reservation and never draw out a better bay. The best is slow like drips of 
blackstrap and as individual as a slice of pumpkin pie. Through the swel- 
tering summer nights and crisp fall snaps, the melodies roll on sure and 
straight as a brand new Uniroyal on a fresh laid moist asphalt road. 

This romantic stereotype, claimed by many, is owned by one 
man. Paul Buster is a Seminole Indian who grew up in the most remote Cowbone’s CD was produced by Jim Bickerstaff. 
wilderness east of the Mississippi, a place called Big Cypress on the very 

edge of the radio signal atmospheres, where fish have gatorteeth, the bears walk around like men and the record producers are 
too scared to scout for new talent. 

A Miccosukee speaker, the young Paul Buster had no idea what the words meant in the songs he memorized from the 
radio. But he sang them anyway in the back seat of the family’s rickety ’40 Ford. His mother, Mary Annie Osceola Buster, knew, 
though. She spent her life savings - her last dollar, Paul describes it - on his first guitar. 

People in these parts call Paul what his dad branded him: Cowbone; that’s the place in the swamp where the lost cows 
go and can’t find their way back out. That’s the space of mind where Paul Buster comes from and you can hear it. 

Ironically, Paul is joined here by some of the hottest pickers in Nashville, the faraway world inside his old transistor 
radio. Oh, the lure actually shined him to Music City once and he jumped onstage at Tootsie’s like every other songwritin’ 
dreamer. There he saw the light and he came right back home to raise his family, a whole lot of cows, and a personal musical cat- 
alogue well known about the South Florida outback. 

Enter the world of Paul Buster. You may close your eyes and dream, but don’t get too lost. The panther screams, the 
otter swims and the bones are bleached at Cowbone. Sho naa bish. 


— Peter B. Gallagher 


Jessica Buster 

W hen Seminole Indian teenager Jessica Buster digs around her 
family tree, she finds musicians under nearly every root. Her 
grandfather Junior Buster played an old mail order guitar around 
the reservation. Her father Paul Buster is well known in the South Florida 
for his singing and songwriting. Her brother Ira is a drummer. Her brother 
Chunky plays just about everything and writes songs. Her late brother 
Sigmund playsed bass guitar. And sometimes they all play together in a 
band called Cowbone. 

It never occurred to Jessica to rebel from all the music swirling 
about her. She has chosen to continue the family tradition, adding her 
super sweet, bone dry vocals (and sometimes a little rhythm on the trap 
set) to the Buster music Seminole swamp dynasty. Only 17 years old, this 
is her first professional record and the songs are her favorites, from the 
Hank Williams classics Jambalaya and Hey Good Lookin ’ and the touch- 
ing Honky Tonk Angels duet she sings with her father to the Lynard 
Skynard classic Free Bird she quietly sings for Sigmund. 

Thin and pretty, with a wide wonderful smile, Jessica sings with 
a measured quietness of the church singer she becomes on Sunday, and 
the hypnotic euphony common to the best modern young female singers 
of today. One of the most accomplished young Seminoles, Jessica now 
adds her own personal roots to the musical foundation of the Buster fami- 
ly tree. 



Jessica follows family footsteps to music fame. 


— Peter B. Gallagher 


For Copies of our CD’s 

$16.00 S&H included 
Hi-way 41 - Cowbone 
Blackwater Bayou - Cowbone 
Clan Song - Jessica 


Phone: (954) 981-4702 
E-mail: MBusterllll@aol.com 
or mail: 6510 James Billie Dr. 
Hollywood, FI 33024 


Seminole Casino News 


Immokalee Seminole Indian 
Casino - 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL 
34142, phone (941) 658-1313 or (800) 
218-0007. 

Mardi Gras New Orleans Style - 
One Day Mardi Gras Seminole Indian 
Casino Style - One Month! Immokalee 
Seminole Indian Casino is celebrating all 
month with special 
events, music, and 
prizes. 

JPC members 
will celebrate Mardi 
Gras Madness on 
Saturday Feb. 10 when 
they will receive a beau- 
tiful music box upon 
purchase of their pack and admission 
receipt. The music box is yours to keep 
and could be worth up to $500 in the 
matinee and $ 1 ,000 in the evening ses- 
sion. If you’re not a member, you may 
sign up for free anytime 
prior to the session. 

Super Saturday 
Feb. 24 a drawing will 
be held for a fabulous 
12-14 day cruise to 
Europe or the 
Mediterranean aboard 
Celebrity Cruise Lines 
Millenium or Galaxy. 

Casino, Poker and 
Bingo players have all 
month long to collect 
their tickets for entry. 

The Creole Zydeco Farmers will 
be appearing Feb. 23 - 26. This group of 
multi-talented musicians has traveled 
throughout this country and Europe intro- 
ducing their brand of Cajun music and 


making converts wherever they appear. 

Poker tournaments continue 
every Tuesday and Saturday with prizes 
up to $500. 

Poker room staff is still request- 
ing your input on holding weekly Texas 
Hold ’em Hi-Lo No Limit Tournaments. 
Please contact the staff personally or call 
(800) 218-0007 ext. 242. 

Coconut Creek Casino 
- 5550 N.W. 40th St., 
Coconut Creek, FL. 33073, 
phone (954) 977-6700. 

Put on your blue 
suede shoes and come rock 
‘n roll and doo-wop with us 
at our 50s revival on Feb. 25. 
We’re having a huge antique classic car 
show on site from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. and 
sounds by Legacy as they play all of your 
favorites from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. center 
stage in the casino. There will be a grand 
prize stereo system includ- 
ing CD’s of the 50s and 60s 
awarded to one lucky win- 
ner. 

Mark your calendar 
now for March 24 - 25 
when Coconut Creek Casino 
celebrates our one-year 
anniversary weekend. Look 
for more information in the 
March 2 issue of the 
Seminole Tribune. 

January’s winner of 
the large screen TV was Leo 
Klebanow, who was watching the Super 
Bowl that evening in grand style. 
Congratulations to Leo and thanks to all 
those who entered the contest. 
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The Smithsonian’s Dr. William Sturtevant spent the afternoon recently at the 
Seminole Tribune researching photos with Tribune’s Archivist Ernie Tiger. 
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The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that — 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before _ 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 








RACE WORLD RACE WORLD RACE WORLD 

l J-^rDISCOUNT WHEEL { 




TRUCK & RACE 
WORLD ! 


W SHOP THE OTHERS-- -$-- -THEN CALL US Q 
O WHERE DISCOUNT DOES MEAN SOMETHING p 

R WE WILL NOT SB UNDERSOLD ! " 


77/ f LOWEST PR/CFS Off TfU T/RFS 


EVERY PART, ACCESSORY, TIRE & GOODY 
FOR TRUCKS, JEEPS 1 & JAPANESE CARS 


ALL 15 " 16" 17" 18" & 20" WHEELS 
AT THE LOWEST PRICES IN FLORIDA 


w 8BLL TECH-RANCHO-SUPER LIFT 

SUSPENSION KITS 


rr 


RUNNING B0ARDS-8UG SHIELDS-VENT SHADES 
BRUSH GUARDS-NERF BARS-ROU BARS 


ALL 

CARS. 


FENDERS-WINDSHIELDS-HOODS 


BED LINERS $120 


r /i 

pT! 



OPEN MON-SAT 


21 OB TYLER ST HOLLY WO OD,FL 33020 
EXIT HOLLYWOOD SLVD EAST TO DIXIE (2 1 AVE) 
TURN LEFT - GO I ELK & TURN LEFT ON TYLER 


% 


(954)929-9917 FAX: (954) 929-9877 
TOLL FREE (888) 780-9996 


MASTER TECH INSTALLATIONS ^ 














The Seminole Tribune 


14 


February 9, 2001 


HUMOR 


Dead Lines 


S o here I am Raiford Starke with 
deadline fever again. You see, the 
only way that I can get anything done 
is when we are at — or a little bit past — 
the deadline. And I ain’t talkin’ ‘bout that 
little-wussy-penny-ante writer’s deadline, 
Ah -say — ah’m a- talkin’ about the pro- 
duction deadline son! This is the 
day that all the copy gets sent to 
the printer. One hour from now 
to be exact. Time to hit the 
bricks. 

Deadline Fever. It’s a 
sickness . . . that’s buried . . . 
deep inside of me. 

I look over in the pro- 
duction room. No doubt 
Princess the layout girl is — eh 
— how would you say it? — 
slightly peeved at me again. 

“Way to go Raiford!” 
she says with more than just a 
hint of bilious sarcasm, 

“Thanks to you, we’re going to 
have to work late! That means 
I’m going to have to miss din- 
ner at home which will make 
my husband want to kill you!” 

It wouldn’t be the first 
time a woman’s husband wanted 
to kill of Raiford Starke. No siree. Still, I 
can feel the pressure. That’s great! Raiford 
Starke thrives on pressure. When some- 
body presses that barrel against your head 
and you know that finger’s just a-itchin’ 
on that trigger — well - that’s the kind of 
pressure that gets a cretin like me creatin’! 

I can feel the fog of writer’s 
block lifting. “So here I am Raiford Starke 
with the deadline fever again,” I type, 

“You see the only way that I can get any- 
thing done is . . .” 

Nah. Maybe we better delete that 
and try something else. How about: “So 
here I go Raiford Starke caught up in a 
deadlock . . .” 

I don’t know. I guess I’ll go back 
to the old way — this time with a comma 
after the word “am.” “So here I am, 
Raiford Starke,” I write. Slowly, but sure- 
ly, the clouds disperse, rays of sunshine 
start sneaking through, the florescent light 
starts flickering - boy I can feel those 
wheels turning now! A vein is severed, 
blood gushes all over the blank page. Well 
what do you know, I really did have some- 
thing to say after all! I hand my finished 
copy (as we like to call it in the news biz!) 
to of Pete from Sunset Beach for proof- 
reading and editing. 

“It looks pretty good, man,” Pete 
says thumbing through the 20-plus typed 
pages. “This might be your best one yet. 
It’s gonna take a whole bottle of humor 
spray, but I’ll fix it.” And thus, yet another 
Raiford Starke column is born . . . 

I can hear the office girls gig- 
gling. 


“What’s so funny?” I say. 

“The paper got sent out over an 
hour ago. We tricked you. Now you’ve got 
your column done early for the next 
issue!” Queen Graphica laughed. 

“Y-y-you mean I’m not gonna be 
in this issue?!” 


“Sorry buddy,” said Sunset 
Beach, “There’s a new system in place. A 
new administration’s in charge. Your old 
ways won’t survive anymore. You’ve got 
to make the writer s deadline from now 
on..” 

So that’s it. They think they can 
put one over on of Raiford Starke just so 
they can get out of doing a little extra 
work do they? Why-y-y . . . 

“Gimme that column!” I snapped 
as I snatched that copy out of startled 
Beach’s hand and proceeded to turn it into 
confetti for Dubya’s Inaugural Day 
parade. “I’ll teach you to impose artificial 
deadlines on of Raiford Starke!” 

I stuck another piece of onion- 
skin through the rollin’ pin of that rickety 
of 1934 Smith-Corona and the spirit of 
Orson Welles came over me. “We will 
serve no Raiford Starke column before its 
time!” I proclaimed as I let myself imme- 
diately get easily distracted from the task 
at hand. After repeatedly referring to the 
Rush Limbaugh website while bantering 
with Chuckles about the vote recounts . . 

. And after drooling over the Princess for 
at least an hour . . . Only then — did I 
commence to writing the new Raiford 
Starke column. The one that will not be in 
this issue of the Starkansaw Tribune but 
the next one. 

“So here I am, Raiford Starke,” I 
type, “with the deadline fever again. You 
see the only way I can get anything done . 

55 

— Visit Raiford Starke’s website 
at www.seminoletribe. com/raiford/ 



Saving Native American Music Starts Here 


By Charles Flowers 
HOLLYWOOD — 

Question: The state 
of Native American 
music is A) Better 
than it’s ever been, 
or B) In need of bet- 
ter production, mar- 
keting and distribu- 
tion? 

The answer 
is C: Both. 

With Native 
American music a 
category for its first 
GRAMMY Award 
later this month in 
Los Angeles, a half- 
dozen prominent 
GRAMMY members 
met under a fig tree 
at the Okalee 
Museum last month 
and discussed the 
state of the art. 

The news 

was good - and bad. 

Panelists included the prolific flautist R. Carlos Nakai, 
who has produced 37 albums in his career after trading bead- 
work for Comanche flutes at the Sante Fe Market; Latin flute 
sensation Nestor Torres who jammed with Miccosukee brother 
act Tiger Tiger, SOAR producer Tom Bee, who brought Chief 
Jim Billie to compact disc, and Ellen Bello, who started the 
Native American Music Awards less than five years ago, and 
gave one to Chief Billie in 1999. 

Their perspectives were varied, but passionately deliv- 
ered. The performances, which also included Sonny Nevaquaya, 
and the fabulous Seminole youth dancers, weren’t bad, either. 


Nakai offered this perspective on the audience for 
Native American music: 

“They’ve still learning what our music is all about,” he 
said. “Here we are in the 21st Century, and we’re going to see 
who gets the first traditional GRAMMY award.” 

Bee, who wore label of “renegade” with pride, summed 
up the general opinion of the GRAMMY category for “Best 


Native American 
Music Album.” 

“It’s a good day 
for Native American 
Music,” Bee said. 
“But we’ve got to 
lobby for another 
category.” Panelists 
said the judges gen- 
erally excluded all 
but the most tradi- 
tional performers. 
Indians like Chief 
Billie and Tiger 
Tiger who use con- 
temporary instru- 
ments and forms to 
express themselves 
were all but left out. 

The five final- 
ists include four per- 
formers who might 
be considered tradi- 
tional - pow-wow 
singers and others 
singing in their 

Native tongues - and Joanne Shenandoah, an Oneida songstress 
who has performed with her sister at the Broward Mall - singing 
songs in English for a decidedly non-Native crowd. Her album is 
called “Peacemaker’s Journey.” 

Not surprisingly, Shenandoah is considered the early 
favorite for the award. 

But, for the record, the other four are: the Black Lodge 
Singers for “Tribute to the Elders,” Joseph Fire Crow for 
“Cheyenne Nation,” Lakota Thunder for “Veterans Songs,” and 
various artists for “Gathering of Nations Pow Wow.” Bee pro- 
duced this last entry. 

Bee, a veteran of Motown productions in the 
1970s, said he wanted his SOAR label, based in 
Albuquerque, N.M. to be a “little Motown.” With sales 
of less than 1 percent of the estimated $45 billion world 
music market, Native American music is a long way 
from being a dominant genre. But, with annual sales 
approaching $500 million, according to Bee, it is being 
heard. 

“We haven’t even begun to scratch the sur- 
face,” Bee said. 

Torres offered this advice to Lee Tiger, who 
asked how Native American musicians in South 
Florida, could “get our Latin friends to get the door 
open a little farther.” 

“There is tremendous power in your music,” 
Torres answered. “There is tremendous power in your 
very presence.” 

One complaint voiced by several panelists was 
the lack of unity among Native American tribes them- 
selves, to promote their own artists and music. Bello, a 
non-Native based in New York, said that only a handful 
of tribes, including the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribe of Connecticut and the 
Sandia Pueblo of New Mexico, supported the Native 
American Music Association. 

She agreed with suggestions that tribes might 
want to form a foundation to help further all Native American 
musical forms - from hip-hop to traditional. 

“We make a sincere effort not to be political,” Bello 

said. 

The GRAMM Ys will be broadcast live on CBS-TV on 

Feb. 21. 



PANELISTS: (1-r) Carlos Nakai, Nestor Torres, and Ellen Bello discuss music. 



Tiger Tiger (Lee and Stephen Tiger) perform with Nestor Torres. 
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Sen. Daniel Inouye (second from left) receives applause from USET leaders. 


USET 

Continued from page 1 

office building, the very day Bush 
appointee Gale Norton was confirmed as 
Secretary of Interior. “I just don’t believe 
he said it in that context.” 

Campbell said he received assur- 
ances from Norton that she would not 
pick the new head of the Bureau of Indian 


Affairs, to replace Kevin Gover who 
resigned in December, without consulting 
with his committee. One leading candi- 
date, endorsed unanimously by the USET 
member tribes, is USET executive director 
James T. Martin. If appointed, Martin, a 
member of the Poarch Band of Alabama 
Creek Indians, would be the first BIA 
chief from an Eastern tribe in more than 
20 years. 

Another key Republican vacancy 
is a senator on the Indian Affairs 
Committee to replace long-time Indian 
foe Slade Gorton, ousted in Washington 
by 2,229 votes. The only state election 
closer was the Bush win in Florida. The 
winner — whose victory tied the Senate 
at 50-50 — was internet millionaire Maria 
Cantwell. 

Despite the scarcity of 
Republican leaders at the USET meeting 
(only Campbell and U.S. Rep. J.D. 
Hayworth of Arizona spoke at the recep- 
tion), they were never far from the minds 
of the Indian leaders of the 24 member 
tribes. 

Another group of more than 100 
Indian leaders, representing 45 tribes and 
17 organizations, met in Hawaii earlier in 
January at the request of Sen. Daniel 
Inouye (D-Hawaii), to press their agenda. 
Those leaders, representing mostly 
Western tribes, whittled their wish list to 
five: Economic development, self-govern- 
ment, telecommunications, tribal land into 
trust, and education. 

In his speech to the USET board 
Jan. 29, Inouye said the tribes should also 
streamline their representatives to an elite 
group of 10 for a meeting with President 
Bush, as early as this month. 

“Like your ancestors, Indian 
Country should be thinking about sending 
ambassadors, Chiefs who sat with the 
President and discussed matters of great 


importance,” Inouye said. “First and fore- 
most is the issue of sovereignty.” 

Inouye, who also sits on the 
Indian Affairs committee in the Senate, 
stressed that composing such a team 
would be a challenge to America’s nearly 
560 recognized tribes. 

“On many issues, Indian Country 
has not been able to get together,” he said. 
Inouye added that such a meeting should 
be more than a “photo opportunity” to 
show off Bush II with Indians 
“with feathers on their heads.” 

“It should not be a circus 
sideshow,” he said. “But a real, 
down-to-busines meeting.” 

The only enrolled Native 
American in the House of 
Representatives is freshman Rep. 
Brad Carson (D-Okla.), a member 
of the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma. Carson met with at 
least two USET contingents, 
including the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians from North 
Carolina, and representatives of 
the Gay Head Band of 
Wampanaoug Indians of 
Massachusetts, who were accom- 
panied by this reporter. 

“As a freshman Democrat, I don’t 
know how much influence I can 
have,” Carson said, adding that 
“a large number of Cherokees, 
including Chad Smith, the chief 
of the Cherokees, are Republicans.” 


gressmen, and their staffs, was apprised of 
many pressing Indian issues where Tribes 
may seek federal intervention. One is an 
ongoing legal fight involving Maine’s 
Penobscot Nation and Passamaquoddy 
Tribe who have sued three paper compa- 
nies over tribal information the companies 
have requested in an water pollution dis- 
pute. The Maine tribes claim the state 


Freedom of Information 
laws are being used to 
silence them, in an effort 
to skirt the federal 
authority for setting 
water quality standards. 

Another hot but- 
ton issue involves cellu- 
lar tower construction on 
ancestral lands. 

The Seminole 
Tribe is a party to a two- 
year-old federal suit filed 
by the State of Florida 
against former Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
to stop him from issuing 
rules that would allow 
the Tribe all the games 
currently offered at its 
five casinos. Florida 
Attorney General Bob 
Butterworth has chal- 
lenged Interior’s authori- 
ty to issue rules. That 
authority derives from 
the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, passed 
by Congress in 1988 to 
allow Indian tribes to 
limited gaming, with 
state compacts. 

More recent Interior guidelines 
would extend those limits even farther in 
the Tribe’s favor. According to a letter 
received by Tribal Counsel Jim Shore two 
weeks ago, the Tribe could raise table lim- 
its on some card games, and offer other 
types of electronic pull-tab and Lotto 
machines not now in place. 


“The net effect is to validate 
everything the Tribe is doing, and to allow 
them to do a lot more,” said D.C. attorney 
Jerry Straus, commenting on the proposed 
rules, which require Interior to set up a 
meeting between the parties within 30 
days. 

Commented George Skibine, 
director of the Office of Indian Gaming 

Management for the BIA: “If they 
(Florida) decide to pull out, it will 
mean they will definitely decide 
to litigate this matter. . . to the 
death.” 

A special Tribal Council meeting 
on the proposed gaming rules, set 
for Jan. 30, was postponed. 

The way those issues play out 
may say more about the Bush 
Administration than rhetoric. But 
another major acid test is finan- 
cial: how much of the $9.1 billion 
appropriated for Fiscal 2001 by 
the outgoing Clinton-Gore 
Administration for Indian Country 
survive the new regime? 

This includes $2.6 billion for the 
Indian Health Service, almost 
$300 million for BIA-funded 
schools (including Ahfachkee), 
and $256 million through the 
Department of Transportation for 
roads in Indian Country. 
(Nationally, according to Anthony 
Thompson, an Oklahoma 
Choctaw who works in the U.S. 
Department of Education, 90 per- 
cent of Indian students attend 


non-BIA schools, either public or private.) 

The IHS funding highlights the 
largest increases in history for on- reser- 
vation clinics, and $ 1 00 million for dia- 
betes programs spread over three years. 
Diabetes claims a disproportionately large 
number of Indian lives. The USET board 
voted to continue the current method of 
distributing funds earmarked for diabetes 
in FY 2001 to allow the money to be allo- 
cated quickly, while looking to change the 
method for the following two years. 

Other significant increases over 
FY 2000 include $372 million for increas- 
ing law enforcement officers and equip- 
ment on Indian land, and $650 million in 
block grants for Indian Housing, a $30 
million increase. Also approved were 
extensions of the Clinton Administration’s 
welfare reform package of welfare-to- 
work grants, $25 million for Individual 
Development Accounts to encourage sav- 
ing, and a policy change that allows food 
stamp recipients to own reliable cars with- 
out losing their eligibility. 

To address the so-called Digital 
Divide, the FY 2001 budget calls for $10 
million for Native Americans to pursue 
« information technology, including grants 
s to tribal colleges for networking and 
access, as well as support for new courses 
« in these areas. 

w Lynn Cutler, former President 

« Clinton’s special assistant, listed all these 
| budgetary increases, as achievements, say- 
£ ing, “We’ve raised the bar on funding lev- 
els and on programs that may be the most 
lasting part of our legacy.” 

However, Sen. Campbell disput- 
ed their authorship. “It wasn’t their initia- 


tive,” he huffed. “A lot of those things 
originated in our committee.” 

Against the outgoing Clinton’s 
claims stand President Bush’s campaign 
pledge to cut income taxes, eliminate the 
estate tax, and alleviate the so-called 


“marriage penalty.” If enacted, all of these 
proposals would eat up 85 percent of the 
currently projected cumulative 10-year 
budget surplus of $2.6 trillion, according 
to Senate minority leader Tom Daschle 
(D-S.D.) 

“Republican congressional lead- 
ers can no longer criticize the White 
House for stalling their agenda,” said a 
report from the D.C. law firm Hobbs, 
Straus, Dean & Walker, which represents 
the Seminoles and a consortium of other 
Tribes. “Democrats cannot rely on a 
Presidential veto as cover to avoid going 
on record in opposition to popular meas- 
ures they dislike. Any successful legisla- 
tion must mobilize the support of moder- 
ates from both parties to navigate the 
razor thin majorities in both houses of 
Congress.” 

Bush has said he can govern 
from the center. Now, say Indian leaders, 
let’s see him do it. 

A consensus clear direction has 
been the growing political awareness of 
American Indians. Cutler and Inouye each 
said the 2000 election produced a histori- 
cally high voter turnout. 

Inouye quoted a study that found 
high Indian voter turnout in Washington 
State - 67 percent - that likely swung the 
Senate election there away from incum- 
bent Slade Gorton. 

“We (Democrats) carried New 
Mexico because of the Pueblos,” Cutler 
added. “Some reservations in Montana 
had voter turnout as high as 80 percent. I 
only wish we’d found a few more 
Seminoles in Florida.” 


This is the first of a series of arti- 
cles from the USET convention. Future 
topics include the fight over cellular tower 
construction, and a status report on the 
Museum of the American Indian, sched- 
uled to open in 2003. 




Capitol, like White House, has new occupants. 


‘To The Death’ 


Carson, like other senators, con- 



Colorado Sen. Ben Nighthorse Campbell meets Dr. Patricia Wickman. 



Summary Of Key USET Resolutions 


Resolutions in support of the Maine tribes’ suit against 
that state over the state’s attempt to take over water pollution 
permitting authority from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). 

A resolution in favor of a programmatic agreement 
between Personal Communication Industry Associates (PCIA), 
a national wireless communications association, and the Culture 
and Heritage Committee of USET “to ensure the participation 
of the USET Tribes” in the permitting process for cell towers. 

A resolution asking for a public apology if the report is 
accurate that the Piscataway Nation of Maryland represented all 
northeastern and southeastern tribes at the groundbreaking for 
the National Museum of the American Indian. The resolution 
states “the so-called Piscataway Nation” is a non-Federally rec- 
ognized group and not a Tribe as defined by Federal law. 

A resolution supporting the Catawba Indian Nation of 
South Carolina, a USET member tribe, in its efforts to provide 
spiritual support to Indians incarcerated by the State of South 
Carolina. 

A resolution supporting the National Labor Relations 
Board’s long-standing position that Indian nations are not sub- 
ject to the National Labor Relations Act. That position has been 
challenged by the NLRB’s own general counsel in a court case 
involving the Pueblo of San Juan. 

A resolution opposing Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
attempts to impose income taxes on the assets contributed by 
USET tribes to trusts for minors, and on the income generated 
by those trusts as a threat to tribal sovereignty. 

A resolution opposing an IRS effort to a federal excise 
tax on the sale of paper pull-tabs by Indian gaming enterprises. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has elected to review two lower court 
cases that conflict on the issue. 

A resolution calling for specialized bureaus within the 
U.S. Attorneys’ office for crimes committed in Indian Country. 
The resolution says that Tribal police “are hampered in the 
effective discharge of their duties by U.S. Attorneys and state 
and local law enforcement.” 


A resolution supporting a youth conference to address 
alcohol and substance abuse in tribal communities. One was 
held in August 2000. 

A resolution requesting Congress provide adequate 
funding for Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and loan guarantees 
for economic development, and expanding tax incentives avail- 
able to non-Indian companies that do business in Indian 
Country. 

A resolution requesting an additional $12.8 million 
from the Indian Health Service for American Indian/Alaskan 
Native scholarships to help fund the future development of 
Native American health professionals. 

A resolution opposing a proposed initiative of the 
Bush Administration entitled “Strong Families, Safe Children” 
which the USET board said “fails to address the unique needs 
of Indian families, children and tribal governments.” The reso- 
lution says the Bush initiative also fails to support the require- 
ments of the Indian Child Welfare Act, ignores “culturally 
appropriate” definitions of “permanence” and “family,” and 
proposes $ 1 billion in funding to states without considering 
funding to Tribes for similar services. 

A resolution and position paper on taxation and sover- 
eignty which declares: “1) Indian nations are not subject to tax- 
ation by other governments, and 2) Indian nations have the 
power to impose their own taxes on persons and transactions 
within their jurisdictions, and 3) The sovereignty and independ- 
ence of Indian nations preclude external governments from 
forcing Indian nations and their members to act as tax collec- 
tors for the states. . .” 

Resolutions supporting Dr. Michael Trujillo to com- 
plete his term as director of the Indian Health Service, and 
endorsing James T. Martin as assistant secretary for Indian 
Affairs. 

For details of these and other resolutions passed by 
USET, log onto their website at www.usetinc.org. 


Seminole Foster Care Parents Needed 


HOLLYWOOD 

There is a certain pride, dignity 
and feeling of belonging among 
Native children who grow up in 
the tradition of their Tribal cul- 
ture. The gift and right of tradi- 
tion for Seminole children is 
important for their culture to 
survive. Some Seminole chil- 
dren in need of foster care are 
denied that gift. 

Sometimes, due to child 
abuse or neglect, children need 
to be placed with families other 
than their own. One of the goals 
of the Family Services Program 
is to place Indian children with 
Indian families, so that they can 
remain among Tribal citizens in 
their own community or reser- 
vation. 

Each reservation houses 
numerous Tribal members who 
are raising strong and healthy 
children, rich in cultural beliefs 
and traditional values. Some of 
these families have opened their 
doors and hearts to other chil- 


dren in need of their strength 
and guidance, and given these 
children the chance to share in 
the traditions of the Tribe. It is 
a lot to ask, but remember how 
the elders have taught us to give 
back some of our knowledge 
and strength of caring, to stand 
firm in what we believe in, to 
help one another. The love for 
our people has been rekindled. 

This can be the most 
meaningful and rewarding con- 
tribution you could ever make! 

Please call now. Family 
Service Programs - Hollywood 
at 954-964-6338; Yvonne 
Courtney is the Tribal coun- 
selor. Big Cypress call 863-983- 
6920 and speak with Jane 
Billie. Brighton Reservation 
call Emma Johns at 863-763- 
7700. Immokalee ask for Billie 
Napper-Bodway at 941-657- 
6567. Tampa reservation call 
813-628-0627 and speak with 
Tom Ryan, counselor. 
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Guy LaBree painting, Fire, captures a moment in Seminole history when families were at the mercy of nature, in this case, a fire that raged across the Everglades. His realism is what makes LaBree’s work so prized. 


Reception Honors Artist Guy LaBree 



ST. PETERSBURG - Guy LaBree, who 
has made a career out of painting the Seminole, was 
honored by the Tribe, Feb. 2, with a reception in his 
honor at the St. Petersburg Historical Museum. 

Speeches, music, dance and some good- 
natured ribbing highlighted the gala night in 
LaBree’s honor, which concurred with the opening 
of a stunning six-week show of his artwork at the 
museum, located in downtown St. Petersburg on 
The Pier approach. 

It was also the kickoff event for Discover 
Native America 2001, the Powwow and American 
Indian Music Festival co-sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe and Eckerd College. The main event 
is scheduled for March 3 and 4 on the Eckerd cam- 
pus. 

Renowned flautist Sonny Nevaquaya capti- 
vated the start of the evening with original composi- 
tions while guests sampled hors d’ oeuvres in the 
Museum foyer. Master of ceremonies Moses Jumper 
Jr. got the show started with a pair of poems, one 
about flute music, dedicated to Sonny, and another 
he recently penned for LaBree, himself. 

Welcomes were given by Eckerd College 
trustee Jim Reed and Museum Director Mathias 
Bergendahl. Tribal Museum executive director Billy 
Cypress spoke of the great LaBree collection owned 
by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and informed guests 
that a LaBree painting commissioned by the Tribe 
will hang in the new Museum of The American 
Indian, when it opens next year on the Mall in 
Washington D.C. 

Author Betty Mae Jumper made a rare pub- 
lic appearance in honor of LaBree, who provided 
rich illustrations for her book Legends Of The 
Seminoles , published by Pineapple Press. “We tried 
to get an Indian artist to do it, but he said he would- 


n’t. That it was wrong to paint our legends,” said 
Betty Mae. “So we went to Guy LaBree.” 

Tribal gaming official Alan Jumper, a childhood 


friend of LaBree’s, took center stage for the next 40 
minutes in a heartfelt tribute to the painter. “The first 
time I knew he could draw was sitting in class 
watching him sketch in his notebook,” said Jumper, 
who has maintained friendship and contact with 
LaBree for 50 years. “He would draw an alligator 
and it looked just like the ‘gators we had at home. It 
was many years later before people knew Guy 
LaBree the artist, but I knew about it in the fourth 
grade!” 

Folksinger Frank Thomas, joined by the 
Seminole Tribunes Raiford Starke, tuned up his gui- 
tar for two of his original Florida folk songs, the first 
“The Barefoot Artist” about LaBree and the second, 
a ballad about Aripeka (Sam Jones) requested by 
Seminole Chairman James Billie, whose appearance 
was cancelled due to a cold. 

Finally, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki ’s representantive 
Peggy Osceola stood to introduce the famed 
Seminole Youth Dancers, for an exciting demonstra- 
tion of powwow dances that electrified the crowd. 
Led by singer/drummer William Cypress, the troupe 
included Casey and Christine McCall, William 
Osceola, and brothers Micco and Kowoko Billie. 

Last but not least, LaBree - embarrassed 
and proud - took the stage to thank his friends and 
family for attending. Among his family in atten- 
dance was wife and lifetime partner Pat, daughter 
Cindy Wofford (with husband Will) from Port 
Charlotte, granddaughter Melissa Windle from 
Tampa, brother Tucker LaBree from Charleston, 

S.C., and niece Christy Munz (with husband Kent), 
also from Charleston. Friends Danny Tommie and 
his wife Jeanette, with their two children, made the 
drive from Big Cypress for the reception. 

— Peter B. Gallagher 

Photos By Dan McDonald 



Moses Jumper Jr. 



Casey McCall Alan Jumper Betty Mae Jumper William Cypress 
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In five minutes they will be on a school bus. 
Somebody on the bus may ask them if they want to try drugs. 
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Who is your child’s best friend? What does your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does your 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs are not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800.788.2800. 


Communication* The Anti-Drug* 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
www.theantidrug.com 
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Health Corner 


Reservation Rally 2001 Provided Exercise, Fun 


By Benny Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — The morning 
of Saturday, Jan. 27 started out with a 
bang as runners and walkers from Big 
Cypress, Hollywood, Immokalee and 
Brighton lined up to participate in the 
Reservation Rally 2001 - one of the most 
attended fitness programs ever put on by 
the Seminole Health Department. 

Over 40 individual awards in 1 6 
different categories were at stake, but far 
and away, the most sought after prize was 
the coveted Reservation Rally Team 
Trophy, awarded to the reservation boast- 
ing the most partici- 
pants entering the 
race. Big Cypress 
had 106 participants, 

Brighton had 89, 

Hollywood had 1 8 
and Immokalee 
added 15 individuals 
to the mix. 

“It took a 
long time to find a 
successful formula 
to help motivate 
people to become 
involved in fitness,” 
said Connie 
Whidden, Seminole 
Health Director. 

“This event really 
motivated us 
because we are such 
a competitive group, 
and we’re very happy it was such a suc- 
cess.” 

Much hard work went into the 
planning and implementation of the event. 
Connie spearheaded the 5K run/walk, but 
reported that many people were responsi- 
ble. She thanked Tribal Chairman James 
Billie and all the Tribal Representatives 
who assisted in a variety of ways. 

The Recreation Departments 
from each reservation provided sponsor- 
ship, expertise and manpower, David 
Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Representative and Master of the Awards 
ceremony, heartily congratulated each 
winner and together with Big Cypress 
team captains, Cathy and Candy Cypress 
accepted the team trophy for the Big 
Cypress Reservation. 

Also noted in appreciation was 
the Seminole Police Department, for pro- 
viding road safety, and Helene Buster who 
checked participants’ blood sugar levels 
throughout the race. 

Notable throughout the event 
was the spirit and sense of accomplish- 
ment. Spirit that came through the likes of 
Jack Smith Jr., Brighton Council 
Representative, who walked every step of 


the way amidst the cheers of his team- 
mates. Spirit that emanated from Alice 
Snow wheeling across the finish line with 
a smile a mile wide, and Elaine Aguilar, 
Immokalee Council Representative, who 
vowed she wouldn’t get out of bed, but 
did, and then finished strong. 

Perhaps the most rewarding 
aspect of all, apart from the good-natured 
competition among the participants, was 
the camaraderie of the political leaders, 
Tribal citizens, departments and programs 
all working together to make the event a 
success. President / Vice-Chairman 


Mitchell Cypress acknowledged this by 
dedicating this first annual Reservation 
Rally to the memory of Cecil Johns, for 
his lifelong message of inspiration to peo- 
ple of all reservations and departments to 
work together to meet their common 
goals. (For more on Cecil Johns, please 
see page 5). 

The weather could not have been 
better for this activity, which made the 
trek easier for the participants who ranged 
from age 1 minus (and were pushed in 
strollers by walking parents) - all the way 
up to some guys who (I was told), are 
older than dirt. 

James Billie and other Tribal rep- 
resentatives thanked all those walkers and 
runners from the communities who partic- 
ipated, and challenged everyone to plan to 
attend next year’s event. Mondo Tiger 
introduced his two sons who are attending 
school in Oklahoma. James Billie added 
humor with the comment that he only 
came because he heard Alice Snow was 
going to wear a thong. 

But, when the jokes were fin- 
ished, James was ready to compete and 
comfortably swept his category to claim 
first place, looking fit and trim all the 


while. 

“We need something like this 
each quarter,” the Chairman remarked as 
he made his way to collect his gold medal 
along with the other winners at the awards 
ceremony. 

Although everyone who crossed 
the finish line is a winner, there were only 
so many trophies and awards. Those 
employees, men, women boys and girls 
who received trophies are: 

Employee Men Walkers: 

Michael Onco (Big Cypress), Bo Young 
(Hollywood). Employee 
Women Walkers: Catherine 
Terburgh (Big Cypress), 

Suzanne Stans (Brighton). 
Employee Men Runners: 
Spencer Mims (Big Cypress), 
Dr. Mavroides (Brighton). 
Employee women Runners: 
Jody Goodman (Brighton), 
Candice Goodman (Brighton). 
Senior Men Walkers: James 
Billie (Big Cypress), Russell 
Osceola (Brighton). Senior 
Women Walkers: Martha Jones 
(Big Cypress), Edna McDuffie 
(Big Cypress). Senior Men 
Runners: Rudy Osceola (Big 
Cypress), Buddy Sweat 
(Brighton). 

Community Boy 
Walkers (17 & under): James 
Redwing (Hollywood), Joseph 
Redwing (Hollywood), Casey Jones 
(Brighton). Community Girl Walkers 
(17 & under): Desiree Jumper (Big 
Cypress), April Billie (Big Cypress), 
Stephanie Hall (Big Cypress). 

Community Boy Runners (17 & 
under): Bryan Arledge (Brighton), Moses 
Billie (Big Cypress), Dakotah Cypress 
(Big Cypress). Community Girl 
Runners (17 & under): Lysandra 
Osceola (Brighton), Mary Huff 
(Brighton), Rachel Billie (Brighton). 

Community Men Walkers (18 
& over): Arnold Cypress (Big Cypress), 
Charlie Cypress (Big Cypress), Gene 
Thomas (Brighton). Community Women 
Walkers (18 & over): Francine Osceola 
(Hollywood), Jimi Lu (Brighton), Leslie 
Billie (Big Cypress). Community Men 
Runners (18 & over): Jeremiah Hall (Big 
Cypress), Brian Billie (Big Cypress), 

Noah Yzaguirre (Immokalee). 

Community Women Runners (18 & 
over): Cathy Cypress (Big Cypress), 
Loretta Paterson (Brighton), Mylyn Vedel 
(Big Cypress). Best Dressed Award: 
Brighton Reservation. Individual 
Awards: Big Cypress - 18, Brighton - 
15, Hollywood - 4, Immokalee - 1. 



The Reservation Rally 2001 held last month had outstanding turnout. 



B.C. captains Cathy and Candy Osceola hold trophy, while David Cypress hides. 

Tribal Leaders Diabetes 
Committee Meeting Held 


BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal 
Leaders Diabetes Committee Meeting, 

Jan. 7-9, hosted by the Chairman’s Office, 
the President’s Office and the Health 
Department, included 40 Tribal leaders 
from around the country and approximate- 
ly 20 committee support staff. 

President/Vice-Chairman, 
Mitchell Cypress and Health Department 
Director, Connie Whidden welcomed the 
group to South Florida and presented each 
with a Seminole Tribe Genealogy bag 
filled with cultural literature, calendars, 
Seminole artists coloring book, historical 
video tape and brochures on the Health 
Department, museums, and Seminole 
gaming and casinos. The committee was 
also pleased with the opportunity to visit 
the Big Cypress Reservation where they 
enjoyed airboat rides, the Swamp Safari 


Cafe and a tour through the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum. 

President Cypress was honored 
by the Tribal Leaders Committee for his 
contribution to Native American health 
through his sharing of his personal experi- 
ence with diabetes. 

Cypress, along with several other 
Tribal citizens, will be featured in the 
April issue of Health for Native Life\ a 
nationally acclaimed magazine dedicated 
to diabetes education. 

Not comfortable with his place in 
the spotlight as a role model, Mitchell 
explained, “When people ask me about 
my health and the changes I have made to 
bring my sugar down, I don’t tell them 
‘Hey, look at me and what I have done.’ I 
tell them to give them encouragement that 
if I can do these things, others can too.” 


Special Thanks 

I would like to thank all 
Representatives, Departments & Staff 
who worked together to make this event 
such a success. 

— Connie Whidden 

James E. Billie, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, President/Vice 
Chairman 

David Cypress, BC Council 
Representative 

Jack Smith, Brighton Council 
Representative 

Max Osceola, Hollywood Council 
Representative 

Elaine Aguilar, Immokalee Council 
Representative 
Hollywood Recreation Staff 
Immokalee Recreation Staff 
Big Cypress Recreation Staff 
All Certified Community Fitness Leaders 
Vicky Barogiannis, 

Big Cypress Personal Trainer 
Kenny Banyon, 

Hollywood Personal Trainer 
Jody Goodman, 

Brighton Aerobics Instructor 
Swamp Safari Staff 
Communications Staff 
All Health Department Staff 

For more information on 

getting in shape contact the following: 

Brighton Reservation 
Jody Goodman 

Tuesday & Thursday evenings 
Phone (863) 763-8718 

Big Cypress 
Vicky Barogiannis 
Mon., Tues., & Wed. evenings 
Phone (863) 983-9659 

Hollywood Reservation 
Kenny Bay on 
By appointment 
Every day but Sunday 
Phone (954) 989-9457 


Photos By Janice Billie 



A svelte Mitchell Cypress goes over the rules: “Left, right, left!” 



Brighton winners proudly wear their hard-earned medals. 



David Cypress with Katlin and Candy Cypress, holding the B.C. team trophy. 



Some of the Reservation Rally participants are shown behind the starting line. 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 


Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 am 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 

Rev Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 


I sell Ford cars and trucks 


If you are in the market for a new or used car or 
truck, call or visit C.T. Smith at World Ford - your 
friendly no hassle auto dealer. 


Vail or visit C.T. Smith at World Ford 
^ 8655 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 443-7034 • pager (305) 732-5992 





FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 
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TOMMIE CAMILLA 
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Happy Birthday 


Happy first birthday to baby 
Aaron Thasia Olejnik on Jan. 14, 2001. 

It seems like yesterday you were just 
born, now you’re starting to walk and 
talk. We’re so proud of you son. Look at 
all the happiness and joy you brought to 
our lives since you popped out! Love 
Mommy, Daddy and the rest of the fami- 
ly (they know who they are). 

Have a Happy 12th Birthday 
Troy Billie on Feb. 20. You are now 
learning what life is all about. We just 
want you to know when you have your 
crash-n-bums; we will always be there for 
you. Love always, Mom & Dad (Selena 
& Keith) Billie. 

Happy 4th Birthday to Ulysses 

Jim on Feb. 4. Hope all of your wishes 
come true. Mike Harrell and Courtney 
Jim. 


Happy 4th Birthday to Ulysses 

Jim. It seems like yesterday that I first 
met you. Now, four years have gone by 
already. Where did that time go? A day 
does not pass where; I don’t see your 
smiling face to greet me at the world. We 
were destined to meet and I am grateful 
that I met you when I did. I am truly 
blessed. 

Best wishes on your birthday 
and many more to come. I hope your 
wishes and dreams come true. Love and 
kisses. Juliet. 


Happy belated Birthday to 
Dawayne Tigertail on Feb. 16, 2001. 

May all you wishes come true and just 
remember you’re not forgotten. Love, 
Carolee Nelson. 

Happy Birthday to my nephew 

Rob Damon Cypress. Love, Aunt 
Geein. 


Happy Birthday Troy. We hope 
that you will have lots of fun. Have a 
good - one. Love, Shawn, Brandon, 
Terence, and Korvette. 

Happy Birthday to our “girl 
from Immokalee” who turns 14 on Feb. 1, 
2001. We wish you all the best and many 
more to come. Love, Aunt Geein. 


Happy 35th to our “Little” 
baby, Steve Osceola, on Feb. 16. We all 
love you! Mom, Jackie, Stephen, 
Rachel, Mitch and Sandi. 


Happy 15th Birthday Angel 
Cypress. Love your Mommy, Krystle, 
Josh and Josie. 


Notices 


Second Annual Florida Flute 
Retreat - Feb. 22-25, the Second Annual 
Florida Flute Retreat will be held once 
again at Billie Swamp Safari. Last year’s 
retreat was considered a great success by 
all attendees and almost all will be return- 
ing. 

At the retreat you will learn how 
to make an authentic Native American 
flute under the direction of master flutist 
and flute maker, Sonny Nevaquaya. First 
time participants will make a replica of 
the plains flute. Returning participants and 
those with woodcarving experience will 
make duck flutes. We may also have a 
beadwork class but it hasn’t been con- 
firmed as yet. 

For beginners and seasoned 
flutist, Nancy Abisiod will teach the tablu- 
ture system developed by R. Carlos Nakia 
for the Native American flute. 

Lodging and meals included in 
the four-day retreat package. One, two or 
three day packages are available. 
Discounted prices for tribal members. 

For more information contact 
Sonny Nevaquaya at (954) 665-3255 or 
Christine Nevaquaya at (954) 966-6300 
ext. 1462 

The Haskell Indian Nations 
University Pow-wow Committee proudly 
announces the 2001 Commencement 
Pow-wow & Celebration, May 11 & 12, 
Lawrence, Kan. Come and join the largest 
Native American commencement celebra- 
tion on the Haskell campus. Native 
American vendors and arts & crafts 
should contact either Patti Grant/Orosco 
at (785)749-8437 or Manny King at 
(785)749-8447 for further information. 
Join in the golf tournament, fast-pitch 
softball tournament and other alumni 
activities. Admission is charged at some 
events, or email: 
pgrant@rossl.cc.haskell.edu or 
mking@ross 1 .cc.haskell.edu 

1961 Haskell Graduates Sought 
LAWRENCE, Kan. — Haskell Indian 
Nations University graduates of 1961 are 
hosting their 40th year Class Reunion in 
Lawrence, in conjunction with 
Homecoming weekend 2001, Oct 12-14. 

All 1961 High School and Post- 
Graduates (Commercial & Vocational) of 
Haskell Institute, please contact us — 
even if you think you may not attend. And 
as always, all Haskell graduates are invit- 
ed to participate in our activities. 

All Alumni (no matter what year 
you attended), if you are interested in 
attending ’61 activities, please call or 
write for a complete 1961 40th Reunion 


information packet. Contact: Dempsey 
Micco, call (785) 842-8945, or write to 
P.O. Box 4175, Lawrence KS 66046; or 
Flo Tanner Spottedbear, call (918) 342- 
6403, or write to 25078 S. 4205 Road, 
Inola OK, 73046. 

Spiritual Poems Sought — A 
$1,000.00 grand prize is being offered in a 
special religious poetry contest sponsored 
by New Jersey Rainbows Poets, free to 
everyone. There are 28 prizes in all the 
totaling over $3,000.00. 

To enter, send one poem only of 
21 lines or less: Free Poetry Contest, 
PMB70, 103 N. Wood Ave., Linden, NJ 
07036. Or enter on-line 
www.freecontest.com. 

The deadline for entering is 
February 17, 2001. Poems may be written 
on any subject, using any style, as long as 
there is a spiritual inference. A typical 
poem might be a love poem, or nature 
poem, one that inspires. All entrants will 
receive a winner’s list. 

For more information please con- 
tact Dr. John Scribner: john@mighty.net 

Group Offers New 
Scholarships — The Association on 
American Indian Affairs (AAIA) 
announces two new scholarship programs: 
the AAIA/Florence Young Memorial 
Fellowship and the A AI A/Norman Crooks 
Memorial Scholarship. 

“AAIA has been awarding schol- 
arships to American Indian and Alaskan 
Native students under its four scholarships 
programs for over 50 years. The addition 
of the these new programs adds more for 
those students struggling to stay in col- 
lege,” says President of the Board of 
Directors, Bradford Keeler, a member of 
the Cherokee Tribe. Keeler also reiterated 
the Association’s long-standing commit- 
ment to education by stating, “Long has 
the Association recognized the need for 
more scholarship programs. Each year we 
receive over 3,000 requests for applica- 
tions from American Indian and Alaskan 
Natives for the programs that we already 
offer. We’ve worked hard to build up the 
funds necessary to create our new pro- 
grams. 

The AAIA/Florence Young 
Memorial Fellowship was endowed by a 
gift from Mrs. Young to the Association 
on American Indian Affairs through her 
will. This scholarship is for graduate stu- 
dents and will be geared towards Mrs. 
Young’s interests. 

The scholarships already offered 
by AAIA are the Sequoyah Graduated 
Fellowship, the AAIA/Adolph van Pelt 


Scholarship, the Displaced Homemakers 
Program and the Emergency Aid & 
Health Professions Scholarships. 

Executive Director Jerry Flute 
cautions students that “. . . . much of the 
information about our scholarship pro- 
grams on various internet sites is incor- 
rect, including some our deadline dates. 
Get your information directly from AAIA 
either through our web site www.indianaf- 
fairs.org or through direct contact with us 
via e-mail aaia@tnics.com, written com- 
munication to PO Box 268, Sisseton, SD 
57262 or telephoning us at (605) 698- 
3998.” 

Cub Scout Assistance Sought 

— My name is Marty Jeffrey, assistant 
cub master for Pack 972 in Graingerland, 
Texas and the assistant Day Camp 
Director for the George Strake District 
Boy Scouts. Every year we have week 
long day camp where young boys come to 
have a lot of fun and learn something 
about nature, crafts and skills. This year 
our camp theme is the Sea Beneath and 
Beyond. We try to make each activity at 
these camps fun and related to our theme. 
American Indian culture, skills and valves 
are an important part of each camp. Since 
we don’t have any tribes here that have 
lived on the coast, I would like to know if 
someone could assist me with some sim- 
ple dance routines and more on the way 
of life on the water. I would also appreci- 
ate some assistance in locating some craft 
materials like sea shells, etc. for our camp 
activities. Thank for your time and once 
again any help that you might offer will 
be greatly appreciated by myself as well 
as the 900 hundred young men that attend 
the camp. Contact Marty Jeffrey at 20011 
Lord Drive, New Caney, Texas 77357. 
Phone number is (281) 429-2157 or e- 
mail martyJeffrey@opc.oxy.com. 

Commencement Powwow 
Planned, LAWRENCE, Kan. — The 
Haskell Indian Nations University 2001 
Powwow Committee proudly announces 
the largest Native American 
Commencement celebration, May 11-12 
in Lawrence, Kansas. 

The committee invites Native 
American vendors and arts and crafts 
exhibitors to contact either Patti 
Grant/Orosco, (785) 749-8437 or Manny 
King, (785) 749-8447 for further informa- 
tion. 

Join the celebration of activities 
including a golf tournament, fast-pitch 
softball tournament and other alumni 
activities. An admission fee is charged to 
some events. 


Newborns 



Proud parents are Joshua 
Osceola and Chawndra Billie who 
would like to announce the birth of 
Kadin’s beautiful baby sister, Angelina 
Lauren Osceola. Born on Jan. 10, 2001 
at 7:38 a.m. 81bs. 7oz. 20 inches. We love 
you. 



Ida Betty Osceola Padilla, bom 

on Dec. 21, 2000 at 8:15 a.m. Weight 
81bs., 8 oz. 20.3 inches. Proud parents are 

Anthony and Heather Padilla 


Education Notice 


BIG CYPRESS — The GED 
test will be given in Big Cypress at the 
Frank Billie Center on April 23 -25. 
Registration deadline is April 17. Contact 
Nena Bolan at the Big Cypress Learning 
Resource Center (863) 983-6659. 


Jobs 


Job Title: 

A-Built CAD Drafter 


Grounds 

Job Title: 

Secretary 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$14,560 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$24,900 w/benefits 

Location: 

Hollywood, Utilities 

Job Title: 

Patient Accounts 

Location: 

Hollywood, Housing 


Salary: 

$28,000 w/benefits 


Coordinator 

Salary: 

$25,500 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Tribal Counselor 


Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 


Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Accounting Clerk/Junior 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Job Title: 

Teacher Aide (lyr. 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Accountant 

Location: 

Hollywood, 


Class)/(3 yr. Class) 

Location: 

Brtn, Family Services 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 


Health/Managed Care 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$20,300 w/benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$19,864 w/benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 



Location: 

Hollywood, Housing 


Location: 

Hollywood, Preschool 

Job Title: 

Community 

Salary: 

$20,800 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Clerk 


Program 


Health/Representative 



Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$ 1 9,000 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Bookkeeper/Secretary 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health/Mng. Care 

Job Title: 

Transporter 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Health 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,600 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$18,700 w/benefits 

Location: 

Hollywood, Education 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: 

$24,627 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Records Retention Clerk 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Job Title: 

Custodian 


Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$16,432 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Gaming Investigator/ 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 



Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Gaming Clerk 

Location: 

Hollywood, Accounting 

Job Title: 

Cashier (3) 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$18,700 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$15,600 w/benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 



Close Date: 

Until Filled 



Location: 

Hollywood, Gaming 

Job Title: 

Remediation 

Location: 

Brighton, Campground 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Salary: 

$17,200 w/benefits 


Coordinator 

Salary: 

$7.00 per/hour 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 



Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 



Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Job Title: 

Gaming Inspector 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Location: 

Big Cypress, 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Hlwd, Water Resources 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$35,000 w/benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$16,640 w/benefits 

Location: 

Hollywood, Gaming 


Location: 

Brighton, Family 


Salary: 

$28,000 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Secretary 


Services 

Job Title: 

Permanent Sub. Teacher 


Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Salary: 

$37,000 w/benefits 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 



Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Hlwd, Communications 

Job Title: 

Licensed Practical 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$18,700 w/benefits 


Nurse 

Salary: 

$12.50 per/hr w/benefits 

Location: 

Hlwd, Building & 


Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 


Poems 


Remembering Cecil Johns 

To all who had the pleasure of meeting 
with this special man. 

His genuine and spontaneous love for life 
will be missed. 

His way of always listening and lending a 
hand to family and friends was one way 
of his being a tme and dear person. 

They always say the good die young. And 
well here it’s definitely tme. 

He had a heart of gold. 

His teaching the youth and younger 
groups 

of his special skills and talents is very 
well noticed by his family and friends. 
The time and efforts of his work will be 
seen all over the world. 

God is now watching over him and he 
will be always cherished throughout the 
family and friends whose lives he has 
reached. 

We all loved him and will always have 
a memory or two to remember him by. 

We will miss you so much Cecil Johns, 
and god’s blessings will carry with you 
no matter where you go. 

Just letting you know, that you will be 
in our thoughts wherever we go. 

God’s blessings to all who you have 
touched. 

— Jane Rodz 

What I Think 

The Highways are getting larger 

And my life is getting shorter 
The arena floors are getting harder 

Guess I’ll sit back and enjoy my 
grand-daughter 

I’m still tryin’ to hang on to yesterday 
Try in’ to pretend that I’m doin’ 

fine 

I can’t move without my old bones crack- 
ing 

Yet, I think it’s just all in my 

mind 

I can’t even bounce a basketball anymore 
Without hitting by big belly 
Chevrolet and Bob Segar, still like a rock 
Cowbone’s singing life is bowl 
full of jelly 

Passing fifty isn’t really bad at all 

5.0 is the hi-output, hi-perform- 

ance 

But I feel like 0.5 

Shufflin’ my feet like a chicken- 

dance 

I used to keep up with young guys 

Now I’m watching the world go 
by 

But I’m not in the rocking chair, yet 

I’m just gonna keep on chuggin 
my oh my 

Cell phones, TV remotes, and cruise con- 
trols 

Cloning your own woman or 

man 

Freeze yourself for later reference 

What are we coming to? I don’t 
understand 

This is what I think 

We need to “be happy and not 

worry” 

And do not fret about anything 

Then, you and I don’t have to 

sorry 


Hem-m ung-ala-ka 
— Cowbone 


Personals 


I would like to send a Happy 
Valentines to the one I admire the most, 
Klonnie! L/Y/L/A/S 


Anniversary 



Happy Anniversary to the love 
of my life Michael Sherman on Feb. 14. 
We have been together now for 1 1 years, 
and I would not trade a day for anything. 

Can you believe we are going to 
be parents in 20 more weeks? We are 
halfway there! Thank you for being so 
supportive and putting up with me 
through our pregnancy. You will make a 
wonderful dad. Soon, every time I look 
into our baby boy’s eyes I will think of 
you and how much I love you and how 
much we have accomplished together 
through the years. May we have many 
more decades together. 

Love always, your wife Melissa! 
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Kissimmee Slough Shootout: Reenactment Shows Living History 


By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

BIG CYPRESS - “Suddenly there’s a 
fire, there’s a shot. Boom!” narrates Billy 
Cypress, Executive Director of the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum. “The soldiers have surprised us. 

They are setting fire to the chickees. Quick! We 
must flee to the canoes. We must run now!” 

So began the Third Annual Kissimmee 
Slough Shootout and Rendezvous, Feb. 3-4, on 
the Big Cypress Reservation. 

“It is part of the museum’s out growth 
to teach living history and get a taste of Seminole 
culture and history to the public through activities 
like this,” said Cypress. “It’s part of the muse- 
um’s mission of teaching living history and like 
Brian Zepeda, our operations manager, said, ‘It’ s 
one thing to read in books and then it’s another 
thing to see people out here acting out what may 
have transpired in those days.’ 

“The shootout provides a little taste of 
what it may have looked like. It doesn’t mean we 
are violent. We are just saying the warfare and 
fighting is part of our history.” 

The shootout that is portrayed is not a 
reenactment of a specific battle, but accurately 
portrays numerous skirmishes between Seminole 
Indians and soldiers, some of which actually 
occurred in the Big Cypress area. 

In the past, the fighting might have 
involved Abiaka (Sam Jones) or Billy Bowlegs. 
Today it’s Sawgrass, Larry Hooper, and Don 
Ekola - among others — taking part in the time- 
less struggle. 

“I’ve been doing it since it started three 
years ago,” says Sawgrass. “My family, my wife, 
son and I, we go to different reenactments all over 
the Southeast. We set up a camp. It’s made of 
bark. I think it (the battle reenactment) has grown 
and it’s a big thing now.” 

Other reenactors and vendors agree that 
the event has become one of the finest reenact- 
ments in South Florida. 

“It’s my first time at this event,” says 
Larry Hooper, an Indian reenactor. “I’m from 
Avon Park, which is about two to three hours 
from here. I’m a native Floridian and am into liv- 
ing history. My family has been in Florida since 
before the Civil War. 

“It’s a fun thing to do and we enjoy the 
day and it’s kind of nice doing it here (reserva- 
tion) because this is a place where fighting actual- 
ly occurred. I’m glad the Seminole Tribe is get- 
ting into this. It’s the third year for this event but 
I’ve done Dade’s Battle for five years and hope to 
do the Battle of Okeechobee. I’ve enjoyed the 
event. It’s one of the best events I’ve been to in 
years. 

“They treat us well and it’s important to 
teach the public about our culture. I’m northern 
Creek. It reminds me of events we had 30 years 
ago. The same consideration for everybody, no 
politics, no favoritism, just everybody helps 
everybody. That’s how we learn how to share 
what we know.” 

“I liked the event a lot I think it’s very 
important that the old ways and the old things 
aren’t forgotten and that’s why I do it,” says John 
Hall, an Indian reenactor and vendor for the 
Father, Son and Friends. He is a retired school- 
teacher who has been doing reenactments for 26 
years. 

“Once my father told me that before you 
know where you are going, you have to know 
where you’ve been. I’m real big on family histo- 
ry. You have to know where your people come 
from. And if you don’t it’s like you’re just never 
whole. 

“So I brought my Iroquois regalia down 
and fought with my Seminole brothers today. 

They treated us great. Most of the events we go 
to, it’s like please just give us something, give us 
water, give us something. And here it’s been, 

‘what can we do for you? What do you need?”’ 

“I thought it was great,” says Vasco, an 
Indian reenactor. “It’s my second time here. It 
portrays exactly how battles were fought. Down 
to the costumes and everything. How the Tribe 
would take the women into the swamp and every- 
thing. We try to keep traditions alive.” 

The two battle reenactments were the 
biggest and most impressive part of the event. 

But, there were other activities people could also 
enjoy. 

The Seminole Tribe invited vendors who 
displayed all kinds of artifacts and arts and crafts 
to show people how it was to live during this 
time. They dressed in the regalia of the 1 800s and 
told stories of how it was back then. 

“We make Indian trade silver which was 
silver that was worn by the Native Americans,” 
says Wayne Hookum, vendor for XX Trade Silver 
who came with his wife Marilyn and son. 

The event also featured an archery con- 
test and trips through the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
and boardwalk. The Seminole traditional game of 
stickball was also played at the event. 

“Stickball was the game you play after 
the com dance is over,” said William Osceola, a 
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Council member (Trail) who participated in the 
stickball game. “The object of the game is to hit 
that mark on the top or above the tree pole and they 
paint marks on the tree and once you score it’s 
erased. The ball is made of hide. The girls are on 
one team and the guys on the other. 

“The girls can use their hands and every- 
thing, but they have to wear skirts. The men can 
only use the sticks. The game goes on, and on until 
all the marks are erased on either side. In the old 
days they use to put a flea in the ball and that sup- 
posedly makes the ball bounce. It’s pretty rough, 
you can have a nosebleed, get your arm broke, your 
fingers, your nose. 

“The scorekeeper is called the medicine 
man and he is the one that scratches off the char- 
coal markings from the tree. This game has been 
around forever. It’s a game that takes away all your 
anxiety. Like some of the girls this is a chance 
where they can knock somebody down, you know, 
this guy that’s done something to you, you can get 
him. Bam! And it’s okay because it’s all part of the 
game.” 

Victor Billie, also participated in the stick- 
ball game. 

“We play this game once a year and it’s 
usually a part of the green com dance ceremony,” 


says Billie. “We play this game four days. The corn 
dance lasts for only four days. We do everything in 
fours. We play the game to enjoy. This game is 
played every evening. Sometimes they put 20 
markings or 30 markings. If you are a man and the 
ball is in motion you have to yell and scream. The 
women don’t yell. The guys can still play if they 
don’t have the sticks but they can only throw it to a 
guy with a stick. 

“Back in the days, my elders told me this 
game is related to the war. A long time ago people 
could die in this game. They would just push them 
aside and still play. It was rough; it was just like 
war. That’s why they call this game ‘The little 
brother of the war.’” 

Other activities at the event were stomp 
dancing, which is a traditional dance of the Green 
Corn Festival. Also, people could visit the museum 
where they have a film showing about Seminole 
history, storytelling and arts and crafts. 

“This is our third annual,” said Cypress. 
“Anything you start, you know, the first time very 
few people come and last year we had a good 
turnout. This year it has grown a lot, the little skit 
that we put on here as well as the people turnout. It 
looks to be an event that we can carry on which we 
want because of the Museum. Part of the Museum’s 


out growth is to teach living history and give a taste 
of Seminole culture and history to the public 
through activities like this. 

“We do other things too. I personally nar- 
rate, am co-narrator with the Dade Battlefield 
Reenactment up in Bushnell which takes place 
around the New Year. There’s a whole slough of 
reenactors, volunteers that that’s what they live for. 
They love history. They love doing this. 

“It (the event) all fits into what the 
Museum is about and teaching living history. We 
are trying to concentrate on one big battle a day. We 
are getting a good response. I’m glad people are 
coming back.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is located on the 
Big Cypress Reservation, west of Fort Lauderdale. 
Take 1-75 (Alligator Alley) to Exit 14, and then go 
north for 17 scenic miles. The hours of operation 
are Tues.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Call for holidays. 
Admission to the museum is $6 for adults and $4 
for students and seniors. 

For more information about the Museum, 
please call (863) 902-1113. 









POWWOW DRUM PANORAMA: A wide-angle view of the Meskwaki Nation Drum at the 30th Annual Seminole Tribal Fair. For complete Tribal festival season coverage, see next issue’s Special Festival Section, 
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PATCHWORK BEAUTY: Young Brianna Nunez at the Brighton Field Days clothing contest. 


Chairman Billie, Tampa Mayor Greco, the check. 

Tribe Backs 
War Memorial 


By E. Bowers 

TAMPA — On the riverfront site of the 
future Fort Brooke Park, Tribal Chairman James 
Billie presented Dick Greco, Mayor of Tampa, with a 
check signifying the Seminole Tribe’s $225,000 
pledge for the construction of the Fort Brooke 
Memorial. 

In remarks before a crowd of media and citi- 
zens, the Chairman recalled the Seminoles’ long and 
successful association with the City of Tampa. 

Tampa Reservation Council Rep. Richard 
Henry and citizens from the Tampa Reservation com- 
munity also were present for the event and Bobby 
Henry spoke of the tragic history of the site as he 
offered the opening invocation. 

To be built within the proposed Fort Brooke 
Park, the memorial will detail the tumultuous period 
of the Seminole Wars of Removal by presenting the 
perspectives of both the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the U.S. Army. The Fort Brooke Memorial marks 
the first time a Florida city has honored combatants 
on both sides of the major conflict in such an even- 
handed manner. 

See BROOKE, page 3 


Council Increases 
Budgets $2.8 Million 


By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD — When is a freeze not a 
freeze? When it’s not your freeze. 

After a memorandum from Government 
Operations Officer Tim Cox announcing a freeze on 
spending until the start of the next fiscal year, the 
Council agreed to increase spending a total of $2.8 mil- 
lion. 

The funds, authorized and unanimously 
approved by the five voting members Feb. 15, would 
give an additional $300,000 over the amount already 
budgeted to programs administered through Vice 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, $ 1 million to the 
Hollywood Reservation, and $1.5 million to Big 
Cypress. 

“I’m primarily concerned with the non-direct 
support programs,” Cox said, explaining his memo. 

See BUDGET, page 3 

Festival Season 
Off And Running 

■ Special 4-Festival Section Next Issue 

By Libby Blake 

SEMINOLE COUNTRY — Seminole fes- 
tival season got off to a running start with the 30th 
Annual Pow-Wow and Rodeo held at the rodeo 
grounds on the Hollywood Reservation Feb. 8 - 11. 

The festivities then moved north to the Brighton 
Reservation for the 63rd Annual Arts and Crafts 
Festival and PRC A rodeo. 

The season continues this weekend, March 2 
-4, with Discover Native America (DNA) Pow wow 
at Eckerd College in St. Peterasburg and the 7th 
Annual Native American Celebration Powwow hon- 
oring Ruby Tiger Osceola’s 105th birthday at the 
Tampa Seminole Reservation, March 15-18. 

The Seminole Tribune will publish a Special 
Section in our next issue, March 23, with photos and 
stories from all four Tribal festivals. 

Native American dancers, drummers, and 
performers from throughout Indian Country and 
Mexico make the trek for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s month-long festival season and this year has 
been no exception. 

Always a crowd favorite, the Aztec Fire 

See FESTIVAL page 13 


Buffy Brings Buzz To DNA Powwow 


■ March 3-4, Eckerd College 

ST. PETERSBURG — 

Buffy Sainte-Marie’s first Florida 
appearance in more than eight years 
has caused quite a commotion on the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Discover 
Native America (DNA) hotline. The 
legendary folksinger is the headliner 
for the Tribe’s DNA Powwow and Music Festival, 
March 3-4 on the campus of Eckerd College here. 

“The phone has been ringing off the hook 
with questions about 
Buffy,” says DNA hotline 
(1-800-535-2228) supervi- 
sor Pamela Green. “They 
want to know when she is 
coming to town and when 
she is going to play, will 
she sign autographs, will 
she visit their school, on 
and on and on.” 

The first Native 
American Oscar winner, 

Sainte-Marie wrote “Up 
Where We Belong”for the 
movie Officer And A 
Gentleman. Buffy will 
present a three-hour lecture 
on her innovative 
“Cradleboard” teaching 
project at the Eckerd 
Dendy-McNair Auditorium 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Saturday (March 3) morn- 
ing. Manager Tom Fijal 
said he will try to bring 


her out to the “American Indian 
Music Jam” at Ferg’s Sports Bar 
and Grill that same evening, “but 
I can’t promise she’ll get up to 
play. I know her band loves to 
jam.” 

Buffy ’s main stage per- 
formance is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
Sunday (March 4) afternoon. She 
will arrive in Tampa Bay Friday 
morning, after an all-night trip from Hawaii. Her 
schedule is “pretty loose,” says Fijal. “We won’t 
really know what she wants to do in her free time 

until we are all there.” 
A famous 

singer in the 1960s - 
she sang the hit anti- 
war anthem 
“Universal Soldier” - 
Buffy spent five years 
on the hit TV show 
Sesame Street. She 
founded the Nihewan 
Foundation for 
American Indian 
Education in 1969 and 
Cradleboard in the 
early 1980s and 
spends most of her 
time deeply involved 
in educational pur- 
suits. 

Four other 

stages will be in oper- 
ation during the two- 
day event, including 

See BUFFY, page 13 


Dis. 
Native 
Americ 


Canadian-born folk icon Buffy Sainte-Marie. 


Faces Life In Prison 


Kirk Billie Guilty 



Miccosukee Kirk Douglas Billie testifies at trial. 


By Charles Flowers 

MIAMI — Kirk Douglas Billie, the first 
Miccosukee Indian to be tried for capital murder in more 
than 75 years, was convicted of two counts of second- 
degree murder in the drowning deaths of his sons Kurt 
and Keith more than three years ago. 

Billie, 32, faces sentencing March 22 by Judge 
Leon Firtel after a pre-sentence investigation is conclud- 
ed. Prosecutor Reid Rubin said he will ask for the maxi- 
mum — life imprisonment on both counts. The minimum 
sentence for second-degree murder is 15 years. 

Miccosukee Tribal Chairman Billie Cypress 
observed, “In our culture, preserving a life is more pre- 
cious than taking a life. Florida wanted to take Kirk 
Billie’s life, so Florida shows less value for life than the 
Tribe.” 

Defense attorney Edward O’Donnell, a partner 
with former U.S. Attorney Dexter Lehtinen in the firm 
that represents the Miccosukee Tribe on other matters, 
said he was “elated” with the verdict, because it means 
Billie can still win his freedom on appeal because of what 
he called “evidence of bad character” relating to other 
incidents. 


See BILLIE, page 6 


Texas Brahmans 
Bound For B.C. 



■ Tribe Purchases Legendary Herd 

By Tommy Benn 

HOUSTON— A new age of animal hus- 
bandry and international cattle marketing dawned for 
the The Seminole Tribe of Florida, recently when 
Chairman James Billie, under the guidance of Foreign 
Affairs Advisor Calixto Garcia, announced the purchase 
of a controlling interest in one of the finest purebred 
American Red Brahman herds in North America: the 
HK Cattle Company of Rosharon, Texas. 

Located 30 miles south of Houston, the HK 
Ranch was established in the early 1900s by late Henry 
Clay Koontz and purchased in 1988 by cattleman Larry 
Jansen. The majestic animals shone like brand new cop- 
per pennies, as buyers from around the world gathered 
at an open house at the HK ranch headquarters to view 
the sale animals, especially herd major sire HK Passport 
111 . 

Some 150 buyers in attendance from all over 
the world were introduced to Chairman Billie and Senor 
Garcia, as the sale to the Seminole Tribe of Florida was 
announced. Cattlemen spoke favorably of the sale and the 
herd’s new location, near Miami - the hub of South and 

See BRAHMANS, page 7 
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Bush League Tax Cuts 


*Jack Forbes 

The Bush income and estate tax cut proposals clearly are 
not designed to benefit Native people, Chicanos, or African- 
Americans, very few of whom are in the top one percent in terms 
of income. But the discussion of cuts does offer us a choice: we 
can give huge sums of money to the richest one percent of our 
people, as Bush wishes; but the billions of dollars of tax relief 
given to them has to come out of the rest of the peoples’ pockets. 

The alternative is to give truly meaningful, BIG tax cuts 
to the wage-earning and low- income sectors of the society. Giving 
billions to the rich, as in the Reagan cuts of the 1980s, creates 
inequities, corrupts politics, drives real estate prices up, and fails 
to place extra spending power in the hands of those who will real- 
ly help the consumer economy — namely Native people and other 
members of the working sector of the population. 

Believing in democracy rather than plutocracy, I wish to 
propose some fundamental principles which might guide the next 
round of tax “reforms,” principles which are geared both towards 
stimulating the economy and furthering equal opportunity in the 
society. 

First: no individual or family earning below the level of 
poverty should pay any federal income taxes. The cut-off level, in 
dollar amount, will vary according to the total income and the 
number of family members. 

Second: a deduction should be given for providing 
financial aid to needy members of one’s own extended family 
even if they receive less than 50 percent of their support from the 
donor and even if they are separately domiciled, provided that the 
donee’s income falls below the poverty level for their household. 

Third: all natural persons must be eligible for all of the 
deductions, write-offs, and privileges extended under current tax 
laws to corporations, businesses, and wealthy individuals under 
Schedule C (Business) and elsewhere; in other words, the dis- 
crimination against salaried workers and self-employed small- 
holders must be outlawed. 

Fourth: while we need to help taxpayers with dependents, 
we also need to move towards slower population growth. To do 
this we need to provide a tax incentive for persons who have had 
medical procedures to prevent pregnancy, as well as to couples 
who do not have children. (We are rapidly approaching a popula- 
tion which our environment will not support. Shouldn’t we 
attempt to stabilize that growth?) 

Five: a worker should be able to deduct losses from peri- 
ods of unemployment due to lay-offs, ill-health, and other factors 


beyond personal control, in the same manner that a corporation 
may deduct losses from gross income. 

Six: small businesses and small farms used to be the 
backbone of our society but now they are endangered by corporate 
takeovers of various sectors of the economy. In order to stimulate 
the successful development of small enterprises, the tax code 
should exempt the first $25,000 of net income from federal 
income taxes for all owner-operated unincorporated businesses 
and farms, including partnerships. 

At the present time, wealthy persons through their corpo- g 
rations and businesses are able to deduct from their incomes a | 
wide range of so-called “business expenses” including ocean 5 
cruises, lodges in the mountains, box seats at athletic stadiums, | 
and all costs associated with the production of income. These dis- g 
criminatory perks have severely distorted the sports industry, the 
hotel industry, politics, et cetera. Moreover, they are paid for by 
other taxpayers, which is grossly unfair. To rectify that, we could 
do away with such deductions, but my proposal at this time is to 
extend all of them to wage-paid workers. 

Workers also have to spend money to procure an income, 
and all of these expenses should be deductible including the 
expense of transportation with depreciation and mileage for all 
vehicles used to get to work, costs of tools, baby-sitting and nurs- 
ery school, uniforms, political donations, expenses of entertaining 
colleagues, bosses, potential employers, agents, et cetera, expens- 
es of lobbying, professional dues, et cetera, to the full extent that 
these expenses may be deducted by businesses, with no require- 
ment that the total must constitute a certain percentage of adjust- 
ed gross income (as at present). 

For instance, many Native people must drive long dis- 
tances and pay for lodging while engaged in agricultural work. 
Such expenses should be deducted from earnings in order to cal- 
culate net income for tax purposes. 

A pro-family tax cut must also allow wage-earners to 
deduct the help they give to indigent cousins, grandparents, uncles 
and aunts, sisters and brothers, nieces and nephews, and so on, 
even if these needy persons have other income. This type of shar- 
ing among people needs to be encouraged, not only to help keep 
people off the welfare rolls, but in order to improve the quality of 
life for the neediest sector of our population. So these are some 
ideas for Congress and President Bush to consider. 

Perhaps we can influence their choices! 

— Jack D. Forbes (Powhatan-Delaware) is the author of Red 
Blood, Africans and Native Americans, Only Approved 
Indians and other books . 


Columbus Or Native Day? 


*Mike L. Graham 

Many years ago, the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma 
passed a resolution calling on the federal government to bring 
about a National Holiday for Native Americans. The resolution 
was signed by Chief Wilma Mankiller on Dec. 13, 1993. 

Resoultion 1-1 called on the federal government to stop 
recognizing Columbus Day as a federal tax paid holiday and des- 
ignate a federal holiday for Native Americans, pointing out the 
impropriety of using public tax dollars to pay for Columbus Day. 
Since that time, 1 7 states have withdrawn recognition of this “hol- 
iday.” In fact, the state of South Dakota actually changed 
Columbus to “Native American Day.” 

The Taino Indian Nation of Puerto Rico Chief Cacique 
Pedro Guanikeyu Torres supports this holiday. The Native 
American Caucus of California is also in full support. The 
Congressional Indian Caucus in Washington, D.C., with over 100 
members, has recently announced its intention to draft a bill to be 
brought before Congress this year. A draft of the bill will be sent 
to all tribes for final input on the wording. This bill, however, will 
not ask Congress to change Columbus Day to a non-tax-paid hol- 
iday. 

Tens of thousands of signatures from Americans across 


the country have been collected in support of changing 
Columbus to Native American Day. An online petition can now 
be retrieved at: http://petitiononline.com/indian/petition.html. 
With the thousands of petitions sent to the Indian Caucus, it is 
clear there is national support from all Americans for this holi- 
day change to come about. In fact, the most frequent comment 
on the petition: “This should have happened long ago.” 

All Indian Nations are urged to draft letters or resolu- 
tions in support of this holiday and send them to the Congressional 
Indian Caucus in Washington, DC. as soon as possible. 

Polls conducted in newspapers, television and radio esti- 
mate a 95 percent favorable rate for changing Columbus Day to 
Native American Day, as opposed to creating a whole new tax- 
paid holiday. Columbus Day should be celebrated as St. Patrick’s 
Day and Octoberfest, without the use of tax dollars. 

This new holiday will recognize Native Hawaiians and 
all U.S. Territory Tribal Nations. This holiday should be brought 
about to pay tribute to all Native American leaders and those who 
endured the world’s longest holocaust.The Cherokee Nation and 
United Native America resolution can be viewed at: 
www.unitednativeamerica.com. 

— Mike L. Graham (Oklahoma Cherokee) writes for United 
Native America . 
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Chief Jim Billie: 

My son’s school is looking for 
Native American education items . I gave 
them my copy of the Seminole Tribune, 
and your story tapes. They expressed 
interest in the communal chickee (whatev- 
er that is, I guess it is the chickee where 
everyone used to meet in my father’s day 
and eat turtle soup). The problem is there 
are no palm trees or cypress trees in 
Delaware and Pennsylvania. I know that 
eastern tribes (like Lanapi, Delaware, etc.) 
had longhouses that served a similar func- 
tion and I thought maybe Jim Billie had 
met some of these leaders that I could 
contact. Thank you in advance, 

Albert Smith 

Editor: 

I just wanted to say thanks for 
being nice enough to my brother (Jimmy) 
and me during our visit to your Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki museum. This was the first time 
we had gotten to visit Florida but I hope it 
will not be the last. We were just two 
Seminole men from Oklahoma interested 
in finding out all we could about the 
Seminole way and culture of our relatives 
in Florida. 

Willis Deatherage 
wedeatherage@aep.com 


Editor: 

I am doing some research for a 
novel I am writing and am having trouble 
coming up with stories or legends involv- 
ing manatees. Do the Seminoles have any 
such stories or folklore? Sincerely, 

Samantha Resseguie 

flyingmanatee@hitter.net 

Betty Mae Jumper says the 
manatee is not an animal in Seminole 
legends . By the way , Betty Mae’s book , 
“Legends of the Seminoles , ” is available 
at the Tribe’s online marketplace: 
www. sem in oletribe. com 

Editor: 

I attended school in Dania and 
was in classes with Jimmy Jumper and a 
young lady by the name of Priscilla 
Osceola. Whatever happened to them? 

Jessie Glaze 

Jessieglaze@hotmail.com 

Priscilla Osceola Sayen is 
Secretary Treasurer of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Jimmy Jumper passed 
away several years ago. 


Editor: 

I am looking for Mr. Phillip 
Stevens, who used to be a chief of an 
Indian tribe in Southern California. He 
also served as the president and CEO of a 
bid electric power plant construction com- 
pany in Orange County of California, 
called Ultrasystems. 

I need to find him because I 
would like to help American Indian tribes 
to build their own electric power plants 
using the natural gas or the coal Indian 
tribes have in plenty. 

Please let me know what is the 
best way to find Mr. Phillip Stevens. 

Charles Choi 

weecochoi@aol.com 

Editor: 

Hi. I recently visited the Billie 
Swamp Safari, and want to say I enjoyed 
it very much. My mom and me had the 
neatest guide. His name was Gator John. 

I never had the chance to tell him 
thank you for the nice time we had there. 

I hope he will see one of these messages I 
have sent to him. Well, thank you and 
hope to see you again in four months. 

Carrollsll66@aol.com 
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Remembering Jerry 


T he glistening sunshine on the ripples 
of the Lake Okeechobee waters and 
the soft, cool breeze can be so 
refreshing from the lake during the hot 
summer mornings. The rain is starting to 
build up in the horizon over the lake (the 
lake looks more like the 
endless water of the ocean.) 

The lake and its mysteries 
are almost sacred to the 
Seminoles. One has to be a 
Seminole to understand 
these matters about the 
ways of life here in South 
Florida. 

Jerry Micco 

passed away from this life 
on Jan. 28, 2001 in Tampa, 

Florida. He is survived by 
his many loved ones - his 
sons and daughters and 
grandchildren. 

Jerry is a man of 
passion and respect for his 
people and will be missed dearly by his 
loved ones. He was born and raised 
around the Lake. The Brighton 
Reservation is the exact location where he 
called home. He was a typical young 
Seminole growing up on the plains of 
clover, myrtle bushes and sabal palm 
hammocks. His homeland of God’s 
nature provided the beauty of wildlife: 
wild hog, deer, turkey and small game. 
The ponds, streams and man made water- 
ways were abundant with garfish, mud- 
fish, alligators and turtles - a natural deli- 
cacy for the Seminoles. 

Ortona, Florida was the final 
resting-place on the afternoon of Jan. 30, 
2001. His son Vince Micco, gave his 
eulogy and preached the funeral message 
and the Battiest family sang. Tribal 


Chairman James Billie spoke of Jerry 
about their earlier years. 

Jerry had many friends who 
attended his funeral - to bid farewell and 
comfort the family and loved ones. 

For a few minutes, I was remi- 
niscing. My mind was won- 
dering back to the time 
when Jerry and I worked 
with survey personnel on 
the Brighton Reservation. 
We were working on the 
line that was mostly dry 
land, but some areas 
required getting in water. 
Those waters had some 
snakes and alligators - a 
non-Seminole said to Jerry 
“What do you think about 
those alligators? He said, 
“They are eating size.” 

I was attending an 
EIRA (Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association) event at 
Big Cypress when I heard that Jerry was 
badly ill and that he was in the hospital. I 
prayed for him that God would take care 
of him. A couple of days later, on Sunday 
night, my phone rang and I was told that 
Jerry had gone to Heaven. I thank God for 
taking care of him, because in Heaven 
there is no more pain or sorrow and that’s 
where Jerry is. 

Jerry is comforted today in 
Heaven because he believed in Jesus 
Christ and accepted Him as his Lord and 
Savior. 

We all miss you, but we will 
meet again. 

Hem-mun-ala-ka 

Cowbone 

— Some folks know Cowbone as a man 
who sings and writes named Paul Buster 






Letters 

6300 Stirling Road, Hollywod, FL 33024 




Mr. Billie: 

Please accept our thanks for your 
hospitality during our visit to Big Cypress 
a couple weeks ago. My wife and I 
attended the Florida Folklife Council 
meeting held at the Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki 
Museum. Afterwards, we enjoyed the 
activities and dinner at the Billie Swamp 
Safari. You may recall that Mary Lee rode 
in your helicopter. I was the fellow who, 
during the evening dances, asked whether 
the older generation was managing to 
keep the Mikasuki language from dying 
out among the youngsters. 

In my pre-retirement multina- 
tional career, I was always struck by how 
faithfully people in even large organiza- 
tions reflect the personality of their leader. 
You, sir, are a warm, giving, generous 
man. We just wanted you to know that 
everyone we met on our visit, from the 
swamp buggy tour guide, to the lady at 
the museum gift shop, to the dancers who 
came from Tampa to perform, were all 
just as warm, giving, and generous as 
you. 

Frank and Mary Lee Sweet 

Tallahassee 

Chairman Billie: 

On behalf of the Florida Folklife 
Program, I would like to thank you and 
the Seminole Tribe for the unprecedented 
hospitality extended to the Florida 
Folklife Council and Florida Folklife 
Program staff during our January 12 
meeting. The lunch, dinner and breakfast 
at the Swamp Safari Restaurant were deli 


cious, and accommodations at the Lodge 
were extremely comfortable. We all thor- 
oughly enjoyed the Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki 
Museum, swamp buggy and airboat tours. 
Perhaps most significant for us were the 
wonderful dances performed by Bobby 
Henry’s family and your own insightful 
comments and songs. 

Dr. Tina Bucuvalas 

Florida Folklife Program 

Chairman Billie: 

Thank you so very much for 
including me in your journey to Lake 
Pithlachocco with Secretary Harris. 

Seeing the lake from plane and 
helicopter brought to life the oral tradition 
and the written record. The aerial photo- 
graphs and the radiocarbon dates you 
expedited are all now included in the 
record. They will be forwarded to the 
National Park Service in a National 
Register nomination which was passed 
unanimously by Florida’s Review Board 
this afternoon. Pete Gallagher’s photo- 
graphs complement your Sam Jones text. 
Thank you for that beautiful contribution 
to the Secretary’s special feature. 

With many thanks to you again 
for your generous hospitality and for your 
leadership in championing history for all 
Floridians. 

Janet Synder Matthews, Ph.D. 

Director, Division of 

Historical Resources 

Tallahassee 
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Reflections By Patsy West 


Malee Hadjo: Florida’s Pocahontas 


Tribune reader Flynn Dobbs recently e-mailed us 
requesting information on the life of Milly Francis for her 
fourth grade history class. She wants to be able to dress like 
Milly for her report. She also wanted to find a copy of the bill 
from the U. S. Congress that gave Milly a pension and a mint- 
ed coin in her honor. Historian Patsy West answers: 

M alee (hence Milly) was the daughter of Francis (also 
known as the Prophet Francis) or Hillis Hadjo. Hillis 
Hadjo was a Creek Indian from Alabama who had 
become well-known as a prophet of the Red Stick movement in 
1812 when he followed the great Tecumseh’s teachings. 

The American military leader Andrew Jackson fought 
the Creeks in Alabama during 1812-13. Many Creeks fled from 
Alabama to live in Spanish-held Florida where they thought they 
would be safe. As a result, Hillis Hadjo came to live near St. 
Marks in the Panhandle. 

Some of the Indians — Creeks and Seminoles — had 
been loyal allies to the British. They aided the British against the 
Americans in the American Revolution in 1776. The British 
rewarded their Indian allies with proclamations from King 
George stating that if the Indians ever needed aid, the British 
would be there for them. However, that promise fell through 
when the British lost to the Americans. 

Regardless, it was from St. Marks that Hillis Hadjo left 
Florida in 1 8 1 7 as an emissary of the Loyalist Creeks and 
Florida Seminoles to travel to England to speak with King 
George on the Indians’ behalf. While Hillis Hadjo was feted lav- 
ishly in England, there was little the British Crown could do to 
support their loyal Indian allies. Hillis Hadjo returned to Florida 
with only some guns and ammunition. 

Shortly after his return, border problems erupted 
between Spanish Florida and the U.S. state of Georgia. Raids 
across the border and the theft of cattle and slaves created an 
excuse for American intervention in June 1817. This led to the 
invasion of Spanish Florida by Andrew Jackson - an action that 
is known as the First Seminole War — in the spring of 1818. 
Hillis Hadjo played a significant role in this conflict with the 
British munitions aiding the Indians’ cause and raids. 

It was during this time when Hillis Hadjo ’s 15 -year-old 
daughter Malee, and her sister, were walking along the banks of 
the Apalachicola River, near their father’s village. The two girls 
heard the cry of warriors who had taken a prisoner. The two 
women went closer and found a young, naked white man, 
Duncan McKrimmon of Milledgeville, Ga., tied to a tree. 

Hillis Hadjo had just finished interrogating 
McKrimmon on the location and strength of the American Army, 
and was about to turn him over to be killed. The soldier was 
soon to be shot. 

But, Malee made a plea for the young man’s life. Hillis 


Hadjo, elegantly dressed in the uniform of a British brigadier- 
general, listened to his daughter’s plea. But, he said, it was not 
his decision to make. The prisoner’s life was in the hands of the 
two warriors who had captured him when he became lost on his 
way back to his camp after a day of fishing. 

Malee tried to reason with the men. One was adamant 
about shooting the soldier because he had lost two sisters in the 
war. Malee replied that killing this young man would not bring 
his sisters back. Finally the warriors agreed to spare 
McKrimmon. His hair was ceremonially cut, all except for the 
scalp lock, and he was told he must remain their prisoner. 

In a couple of days they took him to Fort St. Marks and 
he was ransomed to Commander Luengo of the fort for 7 Vi gal- 
lons of rum.McKrimmon later proposed marriage to Malee, but 
she said, “that she had not save his life for that, and declined his 
proposals.” 

Hillis Hadjo was tricked onto an American vessel and 
hung on orders from Andrew Jackson in 1818. Malee and her 
family were left destitute by the Florida war and surrendered 
with 188 others on Aug. 27, 1818 at Fort Gadsden. 

Because Malee ’s deed of saving McKrimmon was well 
known she was treated with respect and called, “the princess.” 

The family eventually was relocated to the Oklahoma 
territory. There, Indian families and even whole tribes were 
preyed on by the corruption of Indian agents and government 
contractors. Starvation and disease were commonplace. President 
John Tyler sent Major E. A. Hitchcock to look into the situation. 

In his travels around the reserves he heard the story of 
Malee and finally located her in 1842. She was living on the 
Arkansas River in Oklahoma, “a poor destitute widow,” with 
three children. Her husband and five other children had died. 

It was Hitchcock who recommended in 1 842 that 
Congress grant Malee a pension. In a Report accompanying Bill 
H. R. No. 137, an application for a pension for Malee was made 
and submitted to the Committee on Indian Affairs on Feb. 28, 
1843. She was to receive a lifetime pension of $96 a year from 
the government “as a testimonial of the gratitude and bounty of 
the United States, for the humanity displayed by her ... in sav- 
ing the life of an American citizen . . . and it is further enacted, 
that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby authorized and 
directed to procure, and transmit to the said Milly, a medal with 
appropriate devices impressed thereon . . .” 

Unfortunately, the government was slow moving and 
Malee received her pension only as she lay on her deathbed. She 
succumbed to tuberculosis near Muskogee, Okla. in 1848. 

The government Report of 1843 equated Malee ’s act of 
bravery to that of Powhatan’s daughter Pocahontas when she 
saved the life of Captain John Smith. That is why “Milly” is 
sometimes referred to as the “Florida Pocahontas.” 

— Reflections, No. 81 7. 


Pithlachocco Heroes Honored 


By Peter B. Gallagher 

GAINESVILLE — Last May, the drought in North 
Florida caused the waters to recede at Newnan’s Lake 
outsideGainesville. Dozens of ancient canoes began to emerge 
from the drying muck of the lake-bottom, most of them 3,000 to 
5,000 years old. It is today the largest discovery of aboriginal 
canoes in the world. 


We found out that ancient maps call the lake 
Pithlachocco. This is a term very close to words in the Seminole 
languages that mean long boat , where boats are made or boat 
place. Radiocarbon dating tells us the ancient ancestors of the 
Seminole Indians built these canoes 3,000 years before Jesus 
walked the earth. This may have been a boat factory, some 
Seminole observors have guessed. 

Three people played important roles in the discovery 
and protection of these canoes and they were honored by 
Chariman James Billie at the Tribal Christmas party for their 
contribution to preserving the culture of the Seminole Indians. 

Steve Everett is a teacher at East Side High in 
Gainesville who regularly takes his students out to Pithlachocco. 
He and his students were first to find the large number of canoes 
and sound the alarm to the state. Unfortunately, the state had 
already licensed a logging operation that threatened to destroy 
the canoes. Everett and his students stood guard over these 
canoes for weeks, marking them with flags and pleading with 
state officials, the logger and anyone who would listen. Their 
constant physical presence at the lake, when no one else was 
there to speak for the Seminoles, certainly saved dozens of these 
precious cultural items. 

Dale Crider is a long-time friend of the Seminoles, and 
a folksinger who regularly appears at the Florida Folk Festival. 

A retired Game Commission biologist, Crider lives on the lake 
near the area where the canoes were found. The 60-year-old 
Crider heeded the call of the students and was first to notify the 
Seminole Tribe. He used his influence to contact the Attorney 
General and Governor and also guarded over the canoes, risking 


his own limbs and reputation to stand before the bulldozer in 
several angry confrontations with the logger. 

Though he filed complaints about illegal activity on the 
lake, he found himself under investigation by three state agen- 
cies. He refused to cower into silence, sounding the bell of alarm 
daily on the Internet, across the world. He may still be under 
investigation, through he has done nothing wrong but bring 

widespread attention to the 
plight of these canoes. He 
continues to faithfully 
guide dozens of journalists 
and other visitors to the 
site of the canoes. 

Melissa Memory is an 
archaeologist who worked 
for the state Bureau of 
Archaeological Research 
(BAR). She lived in 
Gainesville and spent sev- 
eral months marking and 
researching the canoes, 
working hours beyond her 
duties as a state archaeolo- 
gist. She also stood guard 
over the canoes, with- 
standing verbal attacks on 
her reputation and profes- 
sion, refusing to permit 
any trespassing onto the 
_ site. She first called the 
| police to report vandalism 
^ at the site and took 
■§ Seminole Chairman James 
g Billie out to the lake. She 
videotaped illegal activity 
on the lake which threat- 
ened the historical site. 

Ms. Memory found her- 
self caught up in a conflict 
between two state agen- 
cies. She was ordered to stay away from the lake by her boss at 
BAR. Still, she continued to fight for the protection of the 
canoes. When she returned to the lake after a month, she found 
seven ancient canoes damaged by heavy machinery. Her expert 
testimony led to the halting of all destructive activity on the lake. 
She left her job with the state of Florida soon after and is now 
working at the Navajo National Momument. 

Without the courage and fortitude of these three citi- 
zens, the ancient canoes of Pithlachocco may have all been dam- 
aged or destroyed, or removed by looters . . . and an important 
chapter in the history of the Seminoles would have disappeared 
when the rains came to fill the lake again. They stood guard until 
the Seminole Tribe arrived to formally demand the State of 
Florida follow the laws regarding the protection and preservation 
of Indian culture and historic properties. 

The effects of their actions have been immediate and 
significant: The resulting investigative stories in the Seminole 
Tribune and the diligent work of Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer Dr. Patricia Wickman are changing the way Indian cul- 
ture is protected in Florida. All lakebeds in Florida enjoy greater 
protection. And Pithlachocco will soon be a part of the National 
Historic Register. As the Tribune was going to press, the 115th 
canoe was found on the site. 

All thanks to the canoe makers of Pithlachochco, who 
left their boats for us to find, and to Melissa Memory, Steve 
Everett and Dale Crider, three American citizens and true friends 
of the Seminole Tribe. 



(L-R) folksinger Dale Crider, teacher Steve Everett and archaeologist Melissa Memory were pre- 
sented Seminole jackets by an appreciative Chairman James Billie during Tribal Christmas party. 


Get the The Seminole Tribune 
delivered to your chickee 
for only $25 each year 
www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 



Budget 

Continued from page 1 

And he cited what he called “excessive” 
requisitions including a $600 request for 
candy, and a $20,000 copier. 

The complaints over the “freeze” 
surfaced at the Feb. 9 Council meeting. 

Big Cypress Representative 
David Cypress said, “Here we are putting 
a freeze on all the programs in all the 
reservations. Reservations have to keep 
going. We can’t put a freeze on reserva- 
tions. We’ve got recreation programs, 
we’ve got school programs that are out 
there. We can’t keep putting freezes on 
them.” 

Hollywood Representative Max 
Osceola added, “One of the immediate 
needs in Hollywood is land acquisition for 
homesites.” 


Their concerns apparently lifted 
the freeze. 

Cox said at the Feb 15 meeting 
that he was concerned about travel and 
payroll. Because of what he called “zero- 
base budgeting,” the Tribe had to stay 
within spending guidelines established 
last year or else go over budget. In an 
effort to avoid that, Cox said he instituted 
the freeze. 

He also suggested that cost-of- 
living raises for employees be limited to 5 
percent, but that department directors 
could award more or less to individuals 
based on merit, as long as the aggregate 
did not exceed that number. 

Cox also reported that Counsel 
Jim Shore was reviewing a feasibility 
study for the Hard Rock hotel and casino 
project. 


Brooke 

Continued from page 1 

“The City of Tampa, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, and The 
Krewe of Fort Brooke Foundation have 
pledged their mutual support to the cre- 
ation of the Fort Brooke Memorial and 
Park, which will stand as a lasting trib- 
ute to all those who have a place in its 
history,” said Mayor Greco in a procla- 
mation of Feb. 14th as “Fort Brooke 
Memorial Day.” 

Also attending the ceremony 
were Dr. Patricia Wickman, Historic 
Preservation Officer; Bill Humphries, 
Chairman of the Krewe of Fort Brooke 
Foundation; Ron Rotella, special con- 
sultant to the Mayor; Ross Ferlita, City 
of Tampa Parks Director; and Robin 
Nigh, City of Tampa Public Art Program 
Administrator. 

Fort Brooke Park is located in 
downtown Tampa on four acres of 
waterfront property, acquired by the City 
of Tampa and State of Florida at a cost 
of $12 million, next to the Waterside 
Marriott Hotel and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning “Ice Palace” hockey arena. 

Fort Brooke, established in 
1824, was the southern anchor of the 
U.S. Army’s offensive line during the 
Second and Third Seminole Wars (1835- 
42 and 1856-58). The Fort Brooke Park, 
Marriott Waterside Hotel, the Lightning 
Arena, and Tampa Convention Center 
now stand on the original site of Fort 
Brooke. 

Total construction costs for the 
Memorial will be $450,000. The Krewe 
of Fort Brooke Foundation is raising 
funds from corporate donors and individ- 
uals to match the Seminole Tribe’s contri- 



Artist’s rendering of proposed park. 



Backed by downtown Tampa’s skyline, 
Chairman Billie speaks to the audience. 


bution. In addition, the Krewe plans to 
create a trust fund of $1.5 million to sup- 
port future public educational programs 
and to assist the City with maintenance of 
the site. 

Designed by Collaboration, a 
team of local artists, the memorial will be 
150 feet long, 12 feet high at the top, and 
constructed out of native Florida coquina 
and sandstone. A broad walkway atop the 
memorial will tie the structure to the 
Riverwalk, planned by the city as a part 
of the larger Garrison Channel reclama- 
tion project. 

Water will stream down the wall 
of the memorial, onto which will be 
affixed bronze plaques that detail events 
during the Second and Third Seminole 
Wars. 

“The running water will be a 
twin symbol of the sad events that are 
remembered here, and the healing that 
this project embodies,” said Humphries. 

“These events constituted a 
watershed in the modem history of the 
Seminole people, and they continue to 
live in the minds and hearts of all 
Floridians as well,” said Dr. Wickman. 

“The site of Fort Brooke, one of 
the two anchors of the U.S. military 
offensive, was a place of great sorrow for 
all who lived and fought there. It was a 
prison to many, an unmarked grave to 
some, and a point of forced removal to a 
great number of the Seminole people.” 

Constmction is slated to begin 
this summer and be completed early in 
2002. 



Seminoles from the Tribe’s Tampa Reservation were seated, front row, at the event. 
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Fort Brooks: Post Survived War, But Lost Battle With Rodman Dam 


During the Seminole Wars (1817-1858), the 
United States Army built forts across the peninsula 
of Florida . In this exclusive, ongoing Seminole 
Tribune series, correspondent Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon reports on the role these forts played in the 
battles that were - in their time - the longest and 
most costly military campaigns ever fought by the 
United States . 

By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

PAL ATKA — On the morning of March 2 1 , 
1841, Corporal A. Long left Fort Brooks on a hunting 
excursion. While out in the woods, he was ambushed 
by men from Halleck Tustenuggee ’s band. 

“Knowing the garrison to be weak the 
Indians assembled and invited a conflict,” recounts 
John T. Sprague in his book The Origin, Progress, 
and Conclusion of the Florida War The book is a 
recount of the Seminole War from Sprague’s point of 
view. 

[The Indians] “by most hideous yells over 
the remains of Long, secreted themselves in the 
hammock by the road-side. They believed as the 
troops advanced they would discover the body of 
Long, and gather around it, thus enabling them to 
inflict a murderous fire. 

“Lt. William Alburtis hearing the yells at 
his post, and believing it to be an attack upon the 
train with subsistence expected from Fort Russell, 
accepted the invitation, and with 19 men diverged 
from the woods to the left, which brought him in 
rear of the enemy, eagerly awaiting his approach.” 

The fighting began. Tustenuggee had dou- 
ble the men of Lt. Alburtis. During the intense fight, 
Lt. Alburtis and his men were forced to retreat to the 
fort because he was low in ammunition. 

“Lt. Alburtis retired to his post,” writes 
Sprague, “taking with him one sergeant, one corpo- 
ral, and three privates severely wounded. Still appre- 
hensive the provision train would be intercepted by 
the enemy, another sally was made, with 17 men, the 
entire effective force of the post. 

“When crossing Orange Creek Bridge, 
about six miles distant, the detachment received the 
fire of the enemy from both sides of the road, secret- 
ed in a dense hammock, and fought its way to the 
pine barren on the opposite side. 

“The Indians now becoming resolute and 
fearless, by their own strength and position, 
advanced with rapidity. The detachment extended 
from right to left, each man taking a pine tree, send- 
ing forth rapid and well-directed shots, and returning 
with vigor the taunts and threats of their adversaries. 

“This continued for more than an hour, when 
the troops, finding the Indians disinclined to approach 
far from the hammock, advanced upon them. When 
they retreated, Lt. Alburtis had possession of the 
ground.” 

The battle was over. The Seminoles fled into 
the woods. Halleck Tustenuggee, a Mikasuki chief, 
had slipped away with his men. 

Halleck Tustenuggee mostly stayed in the 
area from St. Augustine to the Wacahoota and kept 
his people protected. He would go along on raids 
with Coosa Tustenuggee, another Mikasuki chief. 

“Halleck sought to lure Alburtis’ force out of 
the fort,” says John Mahon, author of History of the 
Second Seminole War 1835-1842 , which fully 
recounts the second Seminole War. “Instead of falling 
into the Indian ambush, Alburtis established a count- 
er-ambush. He worked his men to the rear of the 
Indian position and there opened a destructive fire. 
Halleck’s warriors scattered.” 

“Halleck Tustenuggee was six feet tall,” says 


Mahon. “His face was as smooth and delicate as a 
woman’s. He had genteel manners, but the white men 
who knew him felt that he had never known pity of 
sympathy and were sure he hated their race. 

“They acknowledged 
his intellect was remarkable, but 
they rated his sensibility as 
those of a true savage. Behind 
his sweet smile and unassuming 
manner lurked a fierce spirit. He 
had murdered his own sister 
because she favored surrender, 
and had threatened other mem- 
bers of the band with a similar 
fate. When one of them accused 
him of selling out the Seminole 
cause, he sprang upon him and 
tore off his right ear with his 
teeth.” 

Once the battle was 
over, Lt. Alburtis returned to Fort Brooks to wait for 


the supply train. When it arrived it was safely direct- 
ed into the fort. 

“In the encounter one soldier was killed and 
one wounded,” recounts Sprague. “Lt. Alburtis and 
his little band received, as it deserved, the highest 
commendation. It taught a salutary lesson to Halleck 
Tustenuggee, whose visits in this quarter became less 
frequent and destructive. In both affairs he had 35 
warriors; one sub-chief and three warriors were 
killed, and two wounded.” 

Halleck Tustenuggee fought against the U.S. 
soldiers for many years and finally suffered the same 
fate as Osceola when he too was captured under a 
flag of truce in 1842. Col. John Garland, under orders 
of Col. William Jenkins Worth, set up a meeting with 
Halleck and other warriors. They came, and after din- 
ner, were arrested. 

"On July 14, 1842,” says Mahon, "Halleck’s 
band of 40 warriors and 80 women was shipped west. 
’I have been hunted like a wolf,' Halleck said, 'and 
now I am sent away like a dog.'” 

Fort Brooks survived the attack and after 


receiving supplies, continued to serve as an important 
staging location. 

“Fort Brooks was established in 1835,” says 
Mary Murphy, Putnam County Archivist. “It was 

located on the western side of the 
Ocklawaha River at the junction of 
the river and Orange Creek, 20 
miles from the mouth of the 
Ocklawaha River. It was a pivotal 
area and the fort was used to move 
supplies by water into the interior 
of Florida.” 

“Fort Brooks was named 
after Alexander S. Brooks,” says 
Leslie Wilson, Assistant Director 
and Librarian of the St. Augustine 
Historical Society Library. In 1832, 
Brooks served as a Major of the 
3rd Artillery. By 1835 he had risen 
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, 
serving in the 4th Artillery. He was killed in 1836 by 


a steamboat explosion.” 

“Fort Brooks was a temporary fort located 
on the elbow of the Ocklawaha River,” says Hugo 
Kummer, who served on the Board of Directors of 
the Putnam County Historic Society. “It was more of 
a stopover on the road to Tampa. It wasn’t manned on 
a permanent basis. I would call it more of a camp- 
ground than a fort. But you know at that time if you 
had more than a certain number of men it would 
automatically be called a fort. 

“It was mostly used as an area where the 
traveling soldiers would rest, eat and supply them- 
selves for their mission ahead. Also, if they felt they 
were going to get ambushed by the Indians they 
would go there for protection. 

“When I was a little kid I would play on the 
grounds near the fort. I would go there to go fishing 
and boats would always be there. People lived in the 
surrounding area not to conquer or take over the 
Seminoles but to go fishing because it was and still is 
a great area to go fishing. 

“I was born and reared in Palatka. At the 


time it was around the 1930s and still at that time you 
would see trenches from the battle that occurred 
there. There was an old man who would tell us tales 
of the area. His family had lived there all their lives 
and they passed down tales of the history of the area. 
He told us a battle, which occurred there around the 
1840s where 12 men in total, soldiers and Seminoles, 
were killed and injured. 

“He also said at one point the fort was 
burned to the ground by the Seminoles. Of course, 
later on it was rebuilt and garrisoned. After the Army 
left, little by little with time the fort decayed. 

“When I was a boy, I would still see pieces 
of wood that belonged to the fort lying around the 
woods. Now, the area where the actual fort stood is 
presumed to be underwater due to the Rodman 
Reservoir. When the area was flooded, the grounds 
where the fort stood went under water. 

“Fort Brooks’ connection to Fort Shannon, 
which was the principal fort in the area, was that it 
was supplied through Fort Shannon like all the other 
forts in that area. Fort Brooks was also used to 
receive and ship goods from New Smyrna on 
Mosquito Inlet during and after the war. 

“When the goods reached the site of . . .Fort 
Brooks,” writes Zonira Hunter Tolies, author of 
Shadows on the Sand , a history of the land and peo- 
ple in the vicinity of Melrose, Fla., “wagons were 
again put into use to haul the scarce items across the 
lake region to Waldo for shipment on the railroad.” 

The goods that were received were mostly 
medical supplies, needles, piece goods, items of 
clothing, arms and ammunition, and spices. Fort 
Brooks was important because it served as an 
entrance route for goods and supplies to make their 
way into the interior of Florida. 

"Billy Bowlegs also came to Fort Brooks to 
parley," adds Mahon. "Gen. Walker Keith Armistead 
sent word to suspend operations until the outcome of 
negotions was known. Such a policy did not suit 
some officers, whoe claimed the Indians took advan- 
tage of the suspensions of hostilities to plant and 
raise their crops, having no intention of giving up 
once their food was harvested. It was during one of 
these truces in the 1840s when Bowlegs came to Fort 
Brooks." 

Fort Brooks was abandoned for the final 
time before the Civil War. Today, the actual site of 
Fort Brooks is under water because of the 9,000 
acrea Rodman Reservoir created in 1964. 

The fort was located where the Rodman 
Reservoir and Ocklawaha River meet. The area 
around the fort is a wooded area and people use the 
area for picnics, camping, or to put their boats on the 
Ocklawaha River. 

“Once in Palatka to get to the Rodman 
Reservoir area,” states Connie Wrightmeyer from the 
St. John’s River Water Management Office, “you get 
on Highway 19 S. and follow it out approximately 10 
miles. 

“After you cross the Florida Barge Canal 
you’ll go over a high bridge. Once you get off the 
bridge you will see the first main paved dirt road on 
you right hand side. Follow down the dirt road and 
you will come into a picnic area, a camping area and 
there is also a boat ramp, which leads into the river. 
On your right hand side is the Rodman Reservoir and 
on your left had side is the Ocklawaha River and fur- 
ther down is the area where the Ocklawaha meets 
with the St. John’s River.” 

For further information on Fort Brooks, call 
the Putnam County Historical Society at (904) 325- 
9825. 

Next: Fort Clinch. 




Seminole Tribe 

Exclusive Sales Enhancement Program 

In an effort to show our appreciation and thanks to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for years of patronage to our dealerships, Craig Zinn’s Pines GMC truck center is 
proud to introduce a special sales enhancement for members of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and their employees. As the newest member of the of the Craig Zinn deal- 
ership family, we are proud to boast the latest state of the art facility, with an aggres- 
sive and plentiful inventory. Your purchase experience with us will be the most 
pleasant and hassle free ever! ! ! 

Special pricing for this program: 

• Any new GMC Sierra, Sonoma, Jimmy, Savanna, and Conversion van 
will be sold at factory invoice with no mark-up. 

lAny new GMC Yukon, Yukon XL or Sierra C3 will be sold at $995 over 
factory invoice. 

lAny new GMC Denali or Denali XL will be sold at $1,495 over invoice. 

lAny Pontiac will be sold at factory invoice with no mark-up. 

1 Any pre-owned vehicles will be sold at cost. 

In addition, you will receive any rebates eligible, and top dollar will be placed on 
all trade-in vehicles. 

Please call Robert Phillips at (954) 443-2549 to set up an appointment to stop by, 
or for an at home showing. We can also be contracted at www.pinespontiacgmc.com 

**sale price does not include tax, tags, or fees 
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Community News 

Oklahoma Seminoles Visit Big Cypress 



Native Reign performers surround Seminole Tribal President Mitchell Cypress. 

‘Native Reign’ In B.C. Show 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress 
Community citizen along with staff and 
students of Ahfachkee School were treat- 
ed to an inspiring message and perform- 
ance by the Native American youth group 
Native Reign on Feb. 1. 

Based out of the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation in Southeastern 
Montana, the group was started by Kenn 
Bissonette, an employee of the 
Reservation Board of Health. He says the 
group was started originally as a mentor- 
ing project to help the Cheyenne youth 
steer clear of alcohol and drugs. From 
that, the performance group has grown to 
express their hopes through songs, dances 
and skits for Native youth to be clean 
from all forms of drugs or alcohol. 


Today they take that message to 
other tribes and reservations. Native Reign 
has traveled across the nation and was 
very honored to visit the Big Cypress 
Reservation and the Miccosukee 
Reservation. Seminole Tribe Board 
President Mitchell Cypress warmly wel- 
comed Native Reign to Big Cypress and 
arranged for them to visit the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum and Billie Swamp Safari, an 
experience thoroughly enjoyed by the 
group. 

President Cypress stated he was 
“quite impressed by the dedication of the 
kids and their director to fulfill a dream 
that is common among all tribes and that 
is to see our young grow up healthy and 
with a respect for our cultural values.” 


Chairman Speaks For Hope Center 


CORAL GABLES — James E. 
Billie, Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, was the featured speaker of the 
annual luncheon of the Hope Center, Feb. 
8, at the Omni Colonnade Hotel in Coral 
Gables. 

In a moving and inspirational 
speech, the Tribal Chairman gave a brief 
history of the Seminole Tribe, highlight- 
ing how the Tribe went from being 
dependent upon Federal grants to becom- 
ing the economic powerhouse it is today 
through the advent and growth of gaming. 

“Today we are independent and 


all Tribal members receive dividends and 
share in the wealth that has been created,” 
Billie told the audience at the fund raising 
luncheon. “There are challenges to what 
we do, but we feel we are doing the right 
thing for our people and the people of 
Florida.” 

The Hope Center, a private non- 
profit organization, was established in 
1955. It provides residential and day 
training programs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. For more 
information on the Hope Center, call 
(305) 545-7572. 


Stanlo Johns Entertains At Crackerday 

By Tommy Benn showed his cracker horse and told the history of horses that 


OKEECHOBEE — Brighton Seminole Reservation’s 
own Stanlo Johns shared his experiences as a boy during the 
recent Okeechobee Crackerday Festival. 

Stanlo recalled times he lived on the Stewart and Philip 
Eiglehart ranch in Blue Field between Okeechobee and 
Indiantown, before his family moved to Brighton. He told about 
games the Indian children played and work and chores that had 
to be done. 

Helping Stanlo were Terry Kroeplin, Ehricka Osceola 
and his oldest granddaughter Jade Brasswell. They demonstrated 
and shared Seminole culture with the guests and exhibited 
Seminole sweet grass baskets and Seminole patchwork dolls. 

Betty Williamson of the Okeechobee Historical Society 
gave the Okeechobee Mural Tour. Indiantown ’s Mike Duane 


arrived here in 1521 on Ponce de Leon’s second trip to the New 
World. 

Duane also told how cattle were hung in slings in the 
holds of the ships crossing the Atlantic, and how it was against 
Spanish law for a ship to sail without domesticated animals to 
help restock provisions for the exploration of the new world. 

The Florida Beef Council and Florida Dairy Industry 
showed youngsters various types of cattle and let them milk and 
bottle-feed calves. Pat and Elwyn Bass of Bassinger told the his- 
tory of the Florida cattle industry, the oldest industry on the 
North American continent. 

Gordy Peer, a retired Hollywood stuntman who filled in 
for Clayton Moore of The Lone Ranger fame, showed his skills 
with both a cowwhip and a bullwhip. 


Spotlight Award To Betty Mae 


Chief Jim Billie A Grand 
Marshal At Tomato Festival 



Scooter Johns Named FJRA Rodeo Queen 




Tom Palmer, Miriam Tiger and Rosie Palmer (1-r) visited Florida for first time. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — A smiling 
and vibrant contingent of Tribal citizens 
from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
arrived in Big Cypress, Feb. 16, to tour 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Billie 
Swamp Safari. The group, comprised 
mostly of Seminole Nation seniors, was 
enjoying a 10-day field trip coordinated 
by Councilman Rich Deer and the 
Seminole Nation Development Authority. 

Leaving Oklahoma on Feb. 10, 
they stopped in Alabama to visit the 
Coushatta Tribe and journeyed on to 
Panama City. They even attended Chief 
Jim Billie’s Tampa Theatre Concert on 
Feb. 14 before arriving in Okeechobee 
and venturing out to the Brighton 
Reservation for Field Day activities. 

Disembarking from two char- 
tered buses, the Seminoles were quite 
taken with the impressive structure of the 
museum and very enthusiastic about their 
visit. The Museum staff greeted them on 
arrival and presented Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Commemorative pins to each visi- 
tor. All were given the official tour, which 
included the orientation film and a trek on 
the nature trail out to the Seminole camp. Seminole Tribal 
President Mitchell Cypress was on hand to welcome them to Big 
Cypress. 

Later, they returned to their buses and rode out to Billie 
Swamp Safari for a buffet lunch. After lunch the lively seniors 
gamely boarded airboats and swamp buggies to get a good look 
at Seminole’s world famous swamps. 

Seminole Nation Tribal Chairman Jerry Haney flew in 


to pay a surprise visit and met up with the group at the Swamp 
Safari. After having a chat and luncheon with Chairman James 
Billie, he accompanied them back to Brighton to enjoy the Field 
Day activities. The visitors expressed their delight and apprecia- 
tion for the hospitality of the Big Cypress Reservation. 

Prospectively, it may be the beginning of an annual pil- 
grimage and the Seminole Tribe of Florida will be honored to 
play host again. 



(L-R): Lee Klein, Georgia Foster, Susan Reyna, and Mrs. Jumper. 


FORT LAUDERDALE — Betty Mae 
Jumper was honored as one of the winners of the 
Broward Center’s ‘Real Women. . .Real Lives’ 

Spotlight Awards Sunday, Feb. 18, at the Broward 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

Betty Mae, the Director of the Seminole 
Tribe’s Communications Department, was recog- 
nized for a lifetime of achievement. Some of the 
accomplishments in her incredible journey that were 
acknowledged include overcoming extreme preju- 
dice, being the first of her people to graduate from 
high school and nursing school, being the first to 
bring Western medicine to the Seminole Tribe and 
authoring two books. 

“I’m honored to receive this award,” Betty 
Mae said as she accepted the award, which included 
a Waterford crystal vase. “All of these women have 
amazing stories. I’m just honored to be included 
among them.” 

The other women who won the awards are: 

Susan Reyna, a former migrant farm worker 
who rose to become an activist fighting domestic and 
sexual violence through an organization she founded, 

Mujeres Unidas en Justicia, Educacion y Reforma. 

Lee Klein, a former fashion model who founded, in 
1965, the Children’s Cancer Caring Center, the only free treat- 
ment center for childhood cancer in the Southeast. She is still the 
CEO and President of the organization. 


Georgia Foster, a community health activist who found- 
ed the Florida Black AIDS Network as well as the Ann Bedell 
International AIDS Foundation, an organization that collects and 
ships medications to HIV patients in Belize. She also serves as 
Executive Director of Positive Images of Broward County. 


BACK TO HIS ROOTS: Chief returns in “tomato” triumph to Dania Beach. 


By Maureen Vass 

DANIA — Chairman James 
Billie was the Grand Marshal at the Dania 
Beach Tomato Festival Parade held Feb. 
17. Although the Tomato Festival had 
been an institution for years, the festivi- 
ties ended in the late 1960s because Dania 
Beach ceased to be the Tomato King of 


South Florida. However, the 1 0-day festi- 
val was brought back to life a few years 
ago and the parade (along with a wonder- 
ful tomato fight) is the culmination of the 
event. Jo Jo Osceola, the Tribe’s Junior 
Miss Seminole, rode in the Mayor’s car 
just behind the Chairman and was her 
usual beautiful and smiley self. 


By Tommy Benn 

HOLLYWOOD — They call her “Scooter” and she’s 
the newly crowned Rodeo Queen of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA). Meet Holly “Scooter” Johns. 

Sixteen-year-old Holly is the daughter of Debbie and 
Norman Johns of the Brighton Reservation and is a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Brighton. Holly is a junior at Moore 
Haven High School. Active in the Brighton 4-H club, she owned 
and showed the reserve grand champion steer at the 2001 show. 

“Scooter” will reign for the next two years as EIRA 


Queen, traveling and representing the association throughout the 
United States. She replaces Jimi Lu Huff, daughter of John 
Wayne and Vicki Huff, also from Brighton. Jimi Lu served the 
EIRA well and was a credit to her family, clan, and Tribe - 
always there to lend a helping hand with a beautiful smile on her 
face. 

Holly will have her work cut out for her as Queen but 
with her dedication, desire and personality, she’ll do it with ease. 
She will be up to the task having served as EIRA Barrel Racing 
runner-up in 2000 and Queen in 2001. 
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Prosecutor Reid Rubin meets the press after the Feb. 22 verdict. 


Billie 

Continued from page 1 

“There’s no doubt that, because that evi- 
dence was introduced, he’s going to get a new trial, 
be it from Judge Firtel, or from the Third District 
Court of Appeal. He’ll then be tried without that evi- 
dence, on a charge of second-degree murder, espe- 
cially without the evidence of bad character.” 

Billie, a short but solidly built man with jet 
black hair, a ninth-grade education, and a troubled 
past, had been in jail since the fatal incident occurred 
June 27, 1997 after a night of drinking and pursuing 
his girlfriend on the Miccosukee Reservation about 
35 miles west of Miami. He never found Sheila Tiger, 
but he saw her truck. It was apparently being driven 
that night by Melody Osceola, a 15-year-old babysit- 
ter who was holding his infant son, Kirkland. Both 
O’Donnell and jury members wondered why she was 
not called as a witness. 

Billie took the news of the verdict calmly, 
shrugging as the clerk read it, then smiled at his attor- 
neys as the jury of five men and seven women filed 
out of the courtroom. Moments later, he was finger- 
printed and led away. 

The son of Wayne Billie (Bird Clan) and 
Margaret Billie (Otter Clan), Billie was arrested after 
he sank a Chevrolet Tahoe belonging to Tiger, his 
girlfriend and the mother of the boys, in the canal 
north of Tamiami Trail. He told police he wanted to 
“slow her down,” to keep the young mother from 
driving around at night with their boys in the truck. 
Besides the two boys who drowned, Kurt, 5, and 
Keith, 3, Sheila and Kirk are the parents of Kirkland, 
now 5 years old. 

Billie’s defense - and the prosecution’s case 
for first-degree murder — hinged on the question: did 
he know the two boys were in the back of Sheila 
Tiger’s sports utility vehicle? To bolter his case, 

Rubin brought in testimony about other acts of vio- 
lence Billie had allegedly committed. There were 
instances involving Tiger, her mother, and even a 
threat Tiger said he made against one of their boys 


more than two years prior to the incident, holding a 
hammer over Keith and prompting her to cover him. 

Tiger also testified that Billie had beaten her 


with a broomstick so hard it broke into 
pieces, and assaulted her mother, 

Marie Jim, with a baseball bat. He also 
took a baseball bat to Mary Jane 
Billie, who gave birth to four of his 
children, according to her testimony. 

O’Donnell said hearing of 
those and other incidents prejudiced 
the jury. He claimed they had nothing 
to do with Billie’s intentions, or state 
of mind, when he turned off the 
Reservation Road on a dark night 
under a crescent moon, drove to the 
edge of the canal, left the truck in 
“drive” and took his foot off the brake. 

The lawyer said he plans an immediate 
appeal of the verdict. 

“His relationships with other 
women is not an issue here,” 

O’Donnell said. “Nor is his relation- 
ship with Sheila Tiger, for that matter. 

The issue is whether he knew those 
kids were in the back of that (truck). 

That’s the sole issue here.” 

During the same break, 

Rubin, when asked if the conviction of 
a charge less than first or second- 
degree might prompt a motion to release him in 
return for time served: “That’s the farthest thing from 
my mind right now.” 

A Spectacle - And A Note 

The trial had all the spectacle Miami trials 
are notorious for, with national media joining the 
local pack and circling with Betacams and floodlights 
ready to sniff out any stray quote. Court TV docu- 
mented the entire trial for later broadcast. Dateline 
NBC was also represented. Neither Billie, who wore a 
Miccosukee patchwork shirt and Levi’s jeans 
throughout most of the trial, nor his family gave the 
myriad of reporters any satisfaction. After the verdict, 
they spoke quietly in Miccosukee as reporters shout- 
ed questions at him before bailiffs cleared the court- 
room — almost as if no one else was there. 

Besides Tiger, prosecutors were 
also able to subpoena Mary Jane 
Billie, Kirk Billie’s parents and former 
Tribal Chairman Buffalo Tiger, who 
testified about Tribal customs, and 
how disputes were settled in “the old 
days.” Friend Buck Wilson (who need- 
ed an English-to-Micosukee inter- 
preter), came in voluntarily. 

Miami attorney Michael Diaz, who 
advised all the Miccosukee witnesses 
except for Billie and his parents, said 
this was a case of “first instance.” An 
experienced Florida prosecutor, Diaz 
said he could not remember another 
case where a member of a Florida 
tribe was arrested on the reservation 
by an outside police agency. 

“I cannot think of one case where a 
homicide occurred off the reservation 
where the arrest was made on the 
reservation,” Diaz said. 

Meanwhile, on the Trail, 
Buffalo Tiger told the Tribune that he could not recall 
another instance in his 80 years - 30 as Chairman of 
the Miccosukees - when state prosecutors came on 


the reservation with subpoenas in hand 

“In the old days, clans would decide,” Tiger 
said. In this case, he added, “There’s only two clans 
involved, Bird and Otter.” 

Wayne Billie, who is a clan cousin of 
Seminole Tribal Chairman James E. Billie (Bird 
Clan), put it another way: “Miccosukee don’t under- 
stand white man’s law. They say it’s a game. But it’s 
no game to us. It’s serious.” 

From Feb. 21 until nearly 5 p.m. on Feb. 22, 
the jury weighed the evidence — asking for and then 
declining to review portions of the testimony, asking 
for and being refused a description of the clothes the 
children were wearing, asking for and being refused a 
dictionary. 

The dictionary was required, according to 
juror Lisa Oberlander, because the jury wanted to 
know the definition of the word “depraved.” The 
word is used in the definition of second-degree mur- 
der in which the killer has “a depraved mind regard- 
less of human life.” The judge instructed the jury to 
use their own judgment as to the meaning of the 
word, and said it would take several hours for the 
court reporter to read back the testimony they had 
requested. They also asked to see a videotape, but not 
for the reason the audience suspected. 

“We wanted to see whether the windows on 
the Tahoe were up or down when it was passing,” 
Oberlander, 35, told the Tribune the day after the ver- 
dict. O’Donnell had alleged the videotape, taken by 
the stationary Miccosukee Police Department camera, 
showed a prosecution witness had perjured herself 
when she said Billie had confessed to her. According 
to the lawyer, the witness was in a rescue helicopter 
at the time Billie was taken back to the canal. 

Regarding Melody Osceola, who - if Kirk 
Billie was telling the truth - was the last person to 
see Kurt and Keith alive, Oberlander said, “We want- 
ed to hear from her.” 

Much of case swung on the word of Sheila 
Tiger - one of three witnesses whose testimony the 
jury asked to review - and a note she found in her 
trailer left by Kirk Billie. “Don’t ever think the kids 
will stop me,” it read. Rubin said it meant Billie 


would stop at nothing to get his way. 

Diane Ward, in closing argu- 
ment for Billie, said it meant he would 
report Sheila Tiger to the Child 
Protective Team if she did not stop 
driving the children around on the 
Reservation all night. In her testimony 
(see below), Tiger said the two boys 
would sleep on the back seat, head to 
head, with their feet facing the win- 
dows. 

The Tribe tried in vain to set- 
tle the case on the reservation. Clan 
leaders and the Tribal Council met and 
called the drownings accidental. In 
December, lawyers for the Tribe got an 
injunction to keep federal officers from 
serving witness subpoenas on the reser- 
vation (for the Tribe’s statement on the 
trial, see below). That effort caused 
Rubin to feel “frustrated” with the ver- 
dict. 

“We did not have all the evi- 
dence available to us that we would 
have liked, because we did not have all 
the witnesses available to us,” he said. 
Rubin said he would ask for 
the maximum penalty under the law - life imprison- 
ment - for each of the two murder counts when Billie 
returns for sentencing on March 22. 

“It would have to be a substantial 
amount of time,” he said of the prospective sentence. 

Hilda Piloto, attorney for Billie’s parents, 
said their religion forbade them from testifying 
against their son. Nevertheless, when they showed up 
at his trial, they were subpoenaed and ordered to tes- 
tify. 

“They would not leave his side,” she said. 
Piloto, along with Michael Diaz, represented 
Micocukee witnesses in the Billie trial. O’Donnell 
said the state “kidnapped” the Tribal citizens when 
they left the reservation, held them under an appear- 
ance bond that forced them to testify. Tiger was 
reportedly held in custody for days while the state 
interviewed her. 

Rubin said the heavy-handed tactics were 
justified and “do not signal anything” regarding rela- 
tions between the Florida tribes and prosecutors who 
are acting under the authority of state law. He said, 
“If the crime was committed in Indian Country, it 
would be a federal case.” O’Donnell agreed that 
Miami-Dade had jurisdiction, because the drownings 
occurred in the Tamiami Canal only a mile off the 
reservation. 

The legal argument was contentious, and 
often baffling. Lawyers on both sides requested “side- 
bars” so frequently it seemed as if the trial was an 
afterthought. They huddled at the side of the bench, 
numbering as many as nine, including a court reporter 
who dutifully took down every word. Defense 
lawyers O’Donnell and Ward made hundreds of 
objections, and four separate motions for mistrial fol- 
lowing Rubin’s closing argument. 

Firtel denied each of the motions, comment- 
ing at one point, “Isn’t this an argument for an appel- 
late court?” 

After the jury verdict, appellate court 
appeared to be Kirk Billie’s best, and possibly, last, 
hope for freedom. Diaz put his appeal chances at 
“100 percent.” 

“It’s coming back,” he said. 



Convicted child murderer Kirk Billie speaks with parents Wayne 
(center) and Margaret after the verdict. 


Sheila Tiger: An Excerpt 
From Her Trial Testimony 


Questioned by Reid Rubin , Miami-Dade Prosecutor 
Q: Did you eventually meet with Melody Osceola? 
A: Yes, but at the house. 

Q: Okay. When you picked up Melody Osceola, 
what did you do with Melody? What did you, 
Melody, and the kids do? 

A: We were just driving around. 

Q: Okay. Would you do that often, drive around? 



Sheila Tiger was described as a “reluctant” witness. 


A: Yes. 

Q: And was it usual or unusual for you to have your 
children in your car when you were driving around? 

A: Usual, (pick up several questions later) 

Q: Now, you were driving around that night with 
Melody. Did you ever leave Melody to go someplace 
else? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And to go over with your friend? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And what was his name? 

A: Marcus. 

Q: Is that in the early morning hours? 

A: Yeah, early morning. 

Q: Now, what did you tell Melody when you left? 

A: Just told her to get the kids back to my mom’s 
house, or to her house. 

Q: And when you left Melody, where was Kirkland? 
A: With my mother. 

Q: And where were Kurt and Keith? 

A: In the back sleeping. 

Q: And how were they sleeping in the back, could 


you describe that to the ladies and gentlemen of the 
jury? 

A: Yeah, they were lying with their feet towards the 
door, and their heads were like in the middle. 

Q: Did Melody come back to you again a couple of 
hours later? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And when she came back to you, was that at 
Marcus’ house? 

A: Excuse me. 

Q: When she came back and saw you later that 
night, the early morning hours, a couple of hours 
later, was that at Marcus’ house? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: When Melody came back and saw you, did she 
have your truck? 

A: No. 

Q: Did she have Kurt? 

A: No. 

Q: Did she have Keith? 

A: No. 

Q: Did she tell you about some things that had hap- 
pened? 

A: Yes. (pick up several questions later) 

Q: Had the defendant ever told you anything about 
what he would do with that truck? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And what did the Defendant tell you that he 
would do with the truck? 

A: That he would take it and drive it into the canal, 
if I didn’t stop driving late at night with the kids in 
there. 

Questioned by Diane Ward, an attorney for Kirk 
Billie 

Q: And he (Rubin) asked you, would the fact that 
Kirk had threatened you in the past to throw your car 
in the canal make you more concerned under the cir- 
cumstances. Did that make you more concerned? 

A: Yeah. 

Q: Why? 

A: Because I know that they was in there, I was con- 
cerned. I didn’t know what he was going to do, and 
if he had taken my car. 

Q: I’m sorry. 

A: I wanted to find my truck, because he didn’t 
know that they were in there, and so I was getting 
more concerned. I didn’t know what he would do 
with the truck, you know what I mean. 

Q: As you were becoming more concerned, were you 
concerned because you thought that Kirk Billie, if he 
knew the kids were there, would deliberately hurt the 
children? 

A: No. 

Q: Did that thought ever cross your mind? 

A: No. 


Miccosukee Response To Billie Case 


MIAMI — The Miccosukee Tribe notes 
that the jury in the Kirk Billie case recognized that 
the facts did not support the first degree murder 
charges filed by the State of Florida, involving pre- 
meditation and deliberation. The jury acquitted on 
the first-degree charges. In this sense, the citizens of 
Florida agreed with the Tribe that Kirk Billie did not 
plan this tragic incident. 

As Buffalo Tiger, Elder and former Tribal 
Chairman, testified at trial, the Miccosukee culture 
and traditions are different. In the Miccosukee cul- 
ture, children are valued and loved, all human life 
valued and loved. “The State’s attempt to imply that 
the Miccosukees do not value children or human life 
is an offensive affront,” Buffalo Tiger said. Buffalo 
Tiger added, “Claiming that we don’t value life is 
just furthering a ridiculous stereotype. We love who 
we are and what we are. We want other people to 
respect us as we respect them.” 

Miccosukee Tribal Chairman, Billy Cypress, 
observed, “In our culture, preserving a life is more 
precious than taking a life. Florida wanted to take 


Kirk Billie’s life, so Florida shows less value for life 
than the Tribe.” 

The State prosecutors presented a selective, 
narrow version of the case which distorted the funda- 
mental truth. The State always implied that there was 
some other evidence which it could not obtain, but 
this is simply not the situation. 

The State has tried to override well-recog- 
nized principles of Tribal self-government and Tribal 
sovereignty. The State’s efforts to coerce Tribal mem- 
bers and illegally serve subpoenas should be offen- 
sive to all Americans, Indian and non-Indian alike. 
These efforts by the State were resisted by the Tribe, 
and these efforts by the State failed. A federal district 
court agreed with the Tribe, based on clear 
Congressional acts and U.S. Supreme Court prece- 
dent. 

The Miccosukee Tribe will continue to work 
to protect its right of self-government and self- 
preservation, and to protect the right to life in 
Miccosukee Indian Country. 


Commissioner Brown Arrested 


By Tommy Benn 

MOORE HAVEN — Glades County 
Commissioner Avant Brown turned himself over to 
Brighton Seminole Police Sergeant Jerry Sapp at the 
Glades County Sheriff’s Department. Brown surren- 
dered to Seminole authorities after a resident there 
claimed he sexually assaulted her on January 28. 

Brown, 46, is a lifelong resident of Glades 
County and has served as County Commissioner rep- 
resenting Lakeport and Palmdale for the past eight 
years. Brown was charged with aggravated sexual 
battery. 

Bond for the current charges was posted 
$25,000. Brown was previously arrested and charged 
with battery and false imprisonment of a woman 


after an argument in a local club in Okeechobee 
County approximately three years ago. Brown plead- 
ed guilty to a misdemeanor battery charge, received 
probation and kept his seat on the Glades County 
Commission. 

Gov. Jeb Bush’s Press Officer Elizabeth 
Hirst said the Governor has the authority under 
Florida law to suspend Brown from his commission 
seat after formal indictment or as further information 
is filed by the Assistant State Attorney. The 
Governor’s office has been sent the arrest report, 
which has been turned over to his legal advisors for 
consideration. 

The victim’s name is being withheld due to 
the nature of the alleged crime. 
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Brahmans 

Continued from page 1 

Central American business in the United 
States. Export from Miami’s USD A export and quar- 
antine center will lower shipping costs - there are 
more flights from Miami’s International Airport to 
transport breeding stock animals: bulls for herd sires 
and select females for embryo transplant programs. 

Marketing specialist Diana Weil will be han- 
dling the sales and promotions of the breeding seed 
stock, the semen sales and all embryo transplant 
transactions. Both Ms. Weil and Jansen will be relo- 
cating to Florida when the HK cattle are shipped to 
their new home on the green, green pastures on Big 
Cypress Reservation. The marriage between HK 
Cattle and the Seminole Tribe and the expertise of 
Larry Jansen and marketing ability of Diana Weil is 
expexcted to make the Seminole Tribe of Florida a 
recognized name in the international cattle communi- 
ty 

The Tribe plans to target an international 
marketing sales scenario, based around the purebred 
Red Brahman HK cattle name. The breed has proven 
itself to be productive, profitable and will provide the 
needed hybrid vigor to enhance already developed 
domestic cattle operations worldwide. Cattlemen and 
ranchers from Mexico, South and Central America, 
Australia, South Africa and beyond need only think 
redman, red catde, Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
HK Seminole Red Brahman Cattle Company. 

(Mexican, Central and South American cattle 
producers tend to prefer the Red Brahman cattle over 
the Gray Brahman by choice — no genetic reasoning, 
but those folks feel the red cattle do better than the 
gray cattle in their given environment.) 

Genetics, however, is the secret. Take the 
Red Brahman bull branded HK 777, for example - he 
has all the desired characteristics one would look for 
in a herd sire and passes all traits to his offspring. HK 
777 was calved in the spring of 1994 and is the herd’s 
senior sire. The six year old bull’s semen is in great 
demand — globally — for artificial insemination pro- 
grams world wide. 


In a cattle breeding program, the maximum 
hybrid vigor that can be obtained is by crossing total- 
ly unrelated cattle achieving the best of both blood 
lines. The HK Seminole seed stock and semen from 
HK Seminole 777 and his offspring will be offered 
for sale to an international market seeking just that. 

The American Brahman — the first beef 
breed developed in the United States — has played an 
important part in cattle crossbreeding programs 
throughout the Americas. Brahman cattle were 
imported from India into the United States as early as 
1854 - gifts from the British government to Louisiana 
rancher Richard Barrows. By 1926, 266 bulls had 
been placed on Gulf Coast ranches from Florida to 
Texas. 

As many Seminole elders will remember, it 
was the Brahman crossing on the Florida native cattle 
that gave the state’s cattle industry its base cows for 
many of the great cattle herds that call Florida home: 
Lykes Brothers, A. Duda and Sons, Mormon’s, Alico, 
the Babcock Florida Company, even our own 
Seminole herds. 

These cattle have endured famine, insects, 
ticks, flies, mosquitoes, and harsh climates and will 
adapt well to the harsher tropical and sub-tropical 
environments. They also secrete sebum, an oily sub- 
stance, from their skin — effective in repelling 
insects. 

An average Brahman bull will weigh 
between 1,600 to 2,000 pounds. A cow — between 
1,000-1,400 pounds. Calves are relatively small at 
birth and calve easily. Productivity, longevity and 
efficiency are extremely important traits of the 
Brahman breed. It is not unusual to find a Brahman 
cow still producing at 15 years of age. These animals 
are virtually free of pinkeye, cancer eye and other 
sun-related diseases. 

Beef consumers are constantly seeking lean- 
er and lower caloric diets; the Brahman cattle fill this 
demand. When crossed on English bred cattle, they 
yield a high quality carcass free of excess fat with 
less marbling — more desirable to the American 
household and the average consumer and housewife. 
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SPORTS 



For The Record 


Seminole Tribal Fair: 

Golf Tournament Results 

HOLLYWOOD — The following are 
the winners of the golf tournament that was held 
at Emerald Hills Country Club: 

1st place - B. Young, Jimbo Osceola, B. 
Green, 2nd place - H. Madrigal, S. Pembleton, L. 
Riley, C. Sinclair, 3rd place - M. Osceola, L. | 
Tommie, C. Miskoman, J. Osceola, 4th place - R. s 
Pembleton, L. King, S. Noear, C. Cypress, 5th J 
place - J. Colebut, S. Osceola, M. Leaf, M. - 

Osceola. 

Longest Drive: Jr. Division - Brett 
Green, Sr. Division - Dale Riley, Women - Scarlett 
Young, Men - Chris Jimmie. 

Straightest Drive: Jr./Sr. - Brett Green, 
Women - Terry Helms, Men - Dale Riley. 

Closest to Pin: Hole # 3: Men - Junior 
Todome, Women - Linda Tommie, Jr./Sr. - Randy 
Goodleaf, Hole #6: Men - Charlie Cypress, Jr./Sr. - 
Neal Johnson, Hole #14: Men - Kahame Osceola, 


(L-R): J. Colebut, M. Leaf, Melissa and Steve Osceola. 

Women - Melissa Osceola, Jr./Sr. - Vernon Colebut, 
Hole #17: Men - Jeff Johns, Women - Wanda 
Goodleaf, Jr./Sr. - Mike Leaf. 

Hollywood Council Representative Max 
Osceola sponsored the golf tournament held in con- 
junction with Tribal Fair. 


Recreation Activities Results 



HOLLYWOOD — The following are the 
results of the archery, log peeling, and canoe racing 


BOW MEN: Aiming for the bullseye at the Fair. 


held at the Bill Osceola Memorial Arena. 

Archery - Boys & girls 10 & under: 1st - 
Joshua Cypress, 2nd - Jackson Richardson, 3rd - 
Dejong Frank; Boys & girls 11-13: 1st - Joshua 
Young, 2nd - Jasper Thomas, 3rd - Marlon Foster; 
Women 17 & over: 1st - Janice Billie, 2nd - Danielle 
Bankston, 3rd - Katie Cypress; Men 17 & over: 1st — 
Parker Jones, 2nd - Johnny Jones, 3rd - Elrod 
Bowers. 

Canoe Racing - Co-ed 12 & under: 1st — 
Heather Peterson & Krystle Young (1:09.12), 2nd - 
Nick Jumper & Roy Stewart (1:09.97), 3rd - Jackson 
Richardson & Joshua Cypress (1:42.85); Co-ed 13 
-16 years: 1st - Joshua Young & Joseph Richardson 
(58.28); Women 17 & over: 1st - Sanai Osceola & 
Loretta Peterson (51.72), 2nd - Danielle Bankston & 
Barbara Billie (1:07.58); Men 17 & over: 1st - Kevin 
•J Osceola & Preston Baker (47.16), 2nd - Chris 
» Osceola & Darren Osceola (5 1 .22), 3rd - Bobby 
•g Frank & Everett Osceola (1:10.81). 

§ Log Peeling - Men: 1st - Bill Johns 

(5:54.78), 2nd - Matthew Gopher (5:54. 78 J, 3rd - 
Leroy Osceola (6:49.63); Women: 1st - Etnel Gopher 
(9:35.71), 2nd - Christie Strickland (13:54.44), 3rd - 
Janice Billie (16:19.25). 


Brighton Field Days: 

Pool Tournament Results 

BRIGHTON — Sponsored By Brighton 
Council Representative Jack Smith Jr. and Brighton 
Recreation Department. 

Women 18-39 years old: 1st place - Peggy 
Nunez, 2nd place - Theresa Boromei, 3rd place - 
Rita Billie, 4th place - Brenda Cypress, 5th place - 
Janel Billie. 40 years and up: 1st place - Dale 
Grasshopper, 2nd place - Debbie Carter, 3rd place - 
Linda Tommie, 4th place - Rose Jones, 5th place - 
Alice Sweat. 

Men 18-39 years old: 1st place - Tony 
Bert, 2nd place - Les Gopher, 3rd place - Roderick 
Buster, 4th place - Joey Micco, 5th place - Daniel 
“Boogie” Nunez. 40 years and up: 1st place - George 
Grasshopper, 2nd place - Russell Osceola, 3rd place 
- Ricky Doctor, 4th place - Parker Jones, 5th place - 
Tony Billie. 



(L-R): Russell Osceola and George Grasshopper. 


Golf Scramble 4-Man Blind Draw Tourney Results 


BRIGHTON — The following are the win- 
ners of the Brighton Field Days 3rd Annual Golf 
Scramble, 4-Man Blind Draw, sponsored by Brighton 
Council Representative Jack Smith Jr. and Tampa 
Liaison, Richard Henry. 

1st place - Mike Micco, Allen Huff, John 
Madrigal, John Huff Jr., 2nd place - Jason Tommie, 
Richard Henry, Theresa Boromei, Bobby Frank, 3rd 
place - Linda Tommie, Cicero Osceola, Charlie 


Cypress, Jason Grasshopper, 4th place - Maxie 
Tommie, Joe Frank, George Grasshopper, Eric Johns, 
5th place - Debbie Carter, Joe Grasshopper, 
Lawrence Osceola, Leroy “Keno” King. 

Most Honest Score - James Tommie, 
Howard Madrigal, Charlie Fry; Longest Drive - 
Debbie Carter, Jason Tommie. 

Closest to the Pin Hole #2 - Linda Tommie, 
Hole #8 - Charlie Cypress, Hole #9 - Joe 
Grasshopper, Hole #17 - Jason Tommie. 


Rodeo’s Best Hit Brighton 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — With almost $80,000 in 
prize monies on the line, Brighton’s Fred Smith 
Arena was the place to be if you wanted to see rodeo 
at its finest Feb. 17 - 18, as the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Associations (PRCA) came to town. 

The participants came as part of the annual 
Brighton Field Days, mostly because Seminole 
Councilman Jack Smith Jr. and Representative Alex 
Johns are both avid fans. 

Troy Weekly and his 5 Star Rodeo 
Production crew provided the stock that kept the 
action lively. 

The following are the results: 

Saddle Bronc: Cody Jesse, Oregon, 80 
points, $2,299.29. Chad Klein, Jackson, La., 77 
points, $1839.45. William Pittman, Florencem Miss., 
76 points, $1,359.60. 

Steer Wrestling; Rope Myers, Van, TX, 3.6 


seconds, $2,359.04. Charles Harris, Modesto, Calif., 

3.8 seconds, $2,110.72. Hardy Dymmek, Kissimmee, 
Fla., 4.1 seconds, $1,862.40. 

Calf Roping: Stran Smith, Tell, TX, 7.5 sec- 
onds, $2,303.75. Ronnie Hyde, Bloomington, Ind., 

7.8 second, $2,061.25. Rusty Sewalt, Del Rio, TX, 
$1,818.75. 

Team Roping: Speed Williams, Jacksonville, 
Fla., and Rich Skelton, Llano, Texas, 4.6 seconds, 
$1,744.06 each. Bobby Hurley, Cerres, Calif., and 
Mike Beers, Powell Butte, Ore., 4.8 seconds, 
$1,443.36 each. Bubba Ireland, Fort Myers and Pete 
Hays Jr., Fort Pierce, 5.0 seconds, $1,142.66 each. 

Barrell Racing: Crystal Shumate, Williston, 
Fla., 14.83 seconds, $2,618.88. Melissa Hubier, 14.93 
seconds, $2,226.04. Wanda Kinchen, 15.03 seconds, 
$1,833.21. 

Bull Riding: Kagen Sirett, Bozman, Mont., 
88 points, $2,531.70. Jason Brumley, Davidson, NC, 
83 points, $1,940.97. Garth Oldfield, Milo, Alberta, 
79 points, $1,434.63. 


THE GREAT AMERICAN SHOOT OUT 

Blue Heron Golf & Country Club, Okeechobee 

Saturday April 7, 2001 
Tee Off 12 Noon Sharp 
4 Person Scramble Format 

Seminole Cigar Company 
Jim Osceola: Fort Lauderdale 

Co-Sponsoring this tournament to help offset the start up cost 
for Jeff Curl Pro. Golf Career. Jeff is a promising Native 
American Golfer and son of Former P.GA. Pro Rod Curl. 



Each team must have 3 Native Americans, plus 1 Sandbagger. All Sand bag- 
gers will play from Pro Tee Markers. Men will play from blue tees. Ladies will play 
from red tees. 

$100.00 will be paid to the team with the closest shot to each pin for 18 holes. 
Par 3 from the Tee Area Closest To Pin. Par 4 will be the second shot Closest To Pin 
from off Putting Greens. Par 5 will be the third shot Closest To Pin from off the 
Putting Greens. 

The price per team is $400.00. Plus we will have a $5.00 Raffle ticket 1st 
prize: Callaway X14 Irons 3 to wedge. 2nd prize: Yonex 9% Golf Driver. 3rd prize: 
Golf Lesson by PGA. Pro Rod Curl. 4th addition prizes. 

For more information phone Ernest Riley (407) 339-6082 or The Blue Heron Golf & 
Country (863) 467-2222. Please phone early to enter your team everyone welcome. 


The Native Boys of Spring 


By John Harjo and Brett Cahwee 

Spring is nearing and that can only mean 
one thing; baseball - America’s favorite pastime. But 
did you know it is one of Native America’s favorite 
pastime, too? During the Draft of 2000, Major 
League Baseball teams drafted three Native 
Americans. 

In the 45 th round the 
Chicago Cubs picked up Sammy 
Cooper (Creek) from Mesa, Ariz. 

The Philadelphia Phillies used 
their second round pick to draft 
high school standout Keith 
Bucktrot (Creek/Euchee) of 
Claremore High School in 
Claremore, Okla. And, the 
Houston Astros picked up 
University of Oklahoma sophomore sensation 
Tommy Whiteman (Crow/Kiowa) of Mid West City, 
Okla. in the sixth round. 

Sammy Cooper, 
a 5-10, 175 -pound short- 
stop, played collegiate 
ball for the University of 
New Orleans. As short- 
stop for the Privateers, 
he amassed many honors 
and awards during his 
senior season. Sammy 
was placed on the sec- 
ond team All- Sunbelt 
Conference team, All- 
Regional team at the 
NCAA baseball regional, 

All-South Central 
Region second team, and 
was an All-Louisiana 
honorable mention. He 
finished his senior sea- 
son with a .325 batting 
average, a slugging per- 
centage of .468, and a 
fielding percentage of 
.945. He will spend 
spring training with the 
Cubs in his hometown of 
Mesa. 

Keith Bucktrot 
spent early January with 
the Phillies in Clearwater 
at the organization’s five- 
day camp for selected 
minor league players. The Phillies selected 10 indi- 
viduals chosen from their minor league teams and 
2000 draft picks to undergo a four day leadership 
training program aimed at those viewed to be the 
future leaders on and off the field within the organi- 
zation. The camp was split into morning workouts 
and evening seminars on subjects like how to handle 
the press, among others. 

Before the 2000, draft Bucktrot was touted 
as a possible first rounder. Some teams were con- 
cerned about off field problems which were later 


described as, “overstated.” Major League Baseball 
scouts have described Keith as having “unquestion- 
able athletic ability, a 94 m.p.h. fastball but some 
raw mechanics.” 

He has also been getting looks as an out- 
fielder because of his rifle arm. Keith will spend 

spring training with the Phillies in 
Clearwater. 

Tommy Whiteman spent last 
summer with the Auburn 
Doubledays out of New York. 
Tommy hit .250 with 21 RBI’s, 
one homer and seven stolen bases. 
Before that, he played shortstop 
for the Oklahoma Sooners and 
made it to the 2000 NCAA 
Baseball Tournament. 

Whiteman was drafted out of high school 
by the Phillies but opted to attend the University of 
Oklahoma. As a freshman, Tommy was a third base- 

man for the Sooners with 
a .330 batting average, 44 
RBI’s and he ho-mered 
seven times. His senior 
year he finished with a 
.360 batting average, 44 
RBI’s and six homeruns - 
the driving force behind 
the success of the 2000 
Oklahoma Sooners (41- 
23). 

Tommy was number 
one in: batting average 
(.360), runs scored (65), 
hits (91), triples (10), 
stolen bases (21) and 
games played and started 
(64). His sophomore year 
he was second statistical- 
ly in slugging percentage 
(.565), total bases (143), 
stolen base percentage 
(.875), fielding double 
plays (37) and assists 
(175). He ranked third for 
the 2000 Sooners in on- 
base percentage (.430), 
runs batted in (44) and 
steal attempts (24). Lastly 
he was fifth on the team 
in doubles with 15. 
Tommy will be in 
Kissimmee beginning March 4, for spring training. 
He will be vying for a roster spot on the Houston 
Astros and a chance to fulfill a lifelong dream. 

“My life is baseball,” he said “I’m looking 
forward to working all the time, everyday . . . it’s 
going to be all baseball.” When asked if he is nerv- 
ous Whiteman stated, “I’m not nervous yet, just 
excited.” 

— John Harjo and Brent Cahwee write NDN 
sports for the Seminole Tribune . Their website URL 
is www.ndnsports.com 




Tommy Whiteman swings for the Auburn 
Doubledays (NY) last summer. 


WE’VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 
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Concerts u Theatre u 
Sports i Local & 
Nationwide events 


ULTIMATE TRAVEL & 
ENTERTAINMENT 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 


FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 
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Ahfachkee School Second Quarter Awards 


Pre-K/2nd Quarter Awards 

Perfect Attendance: 

Savannah Tiger 
Symphony Osceola 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Savannah Tiger 
Andre Lardin 
Levi Billie 



Kindergarten/2nd Quarter 
Awards 

Perfect Attendance: 

Christopher Jue, Jr. 

Bradley Osceola 
Tequesta Tiger 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Ricky Joe Alumbaugh 
Tyler Cypress 
Christopher Jue, Jr. 

Joey Simone 
Tequesta Tiger 

1st Grade/2nd Quarter Awards 

Independent Readers: 

Kane Bettelyoun 
Stevie Billie 
Monique Jimmie 
Adrienne Cypress 
Jalen Cypress 

All E’s: 

Malachi Baker 
Cooper Rivers 
Danni Tommie 
Stevie Billie 

All E’s & S’s 
Anthony Balentine 
Tana Bear Osceola 
Kane Bettelyoun 
Adrienne Cypress 
Jalen Cypress 
Monique Jimmie 
Tucamah Robins 

2nd Grade/2nd Quarter 
Awards 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Ryan Cypress 
Daylyn Hall 


E Honor Roll: 

Kaylee Jumper 
Catlen Tommie 

E/S Honor Roll: 

Myra Billie 
Danne Billie 
Ryan Cypress 
Terinna Cypress 
Daylyn Hall 
Jonathan R. 

S Honor Roll: 

Megan Billie 

3rd Grade / 2nd Quarter 
Awards 

A Honor Roll: 

Clayton Hall 

B Honor Roll: 

Rubi Anne Alexanda 
Kelcie Jumper 

No Tardies: 

Alfred Billie 
Jon Rese Billie 
Clayton Hall 



Improved Reader: 

Ronnie Billie 
Aaron Cypress 

5th Grade/2nd Quarter 
Awards 

A Honor Roll: 

Katrina Bettelyoun 
Dawna Cypress 
Serena Green 
Stephanie Hall 

B Honor Roll: 

Alex Cypress 
Tiffany Billie 
Kayla Bowers 
Herschel Frank 
Ryan Osceola 



4th Grade / 2nd Quarter 
Awards 

Perfect Attendance: 

Micco Billie 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Cody Billie 
Aaron Cypress 

A-Honor Roll: 

Lauren Bowers 

B-Honor Roll: 

Cody Billie 
Micco Billie 


Perfect Attendance: 

Dawna Cypress 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Dawna Cypress 
Stephanie Hall 

6th Grade/2nd Quarter 
Awards 

A Honor Roll: 

Klaressa Osceola 

B Honor Roll: 

April Billie 
Sawena Otero 
Kaylynn Pewo 
Summer Billie 


Perfect Attendence: 

Klaressa Osceola 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Kaylynn Pewo 

7th & 8th/2nd Quarter Awards 

Perfect Attendance: 

Victoria Hernandez 
L.T. Balentine 
Jessalyn Balentine 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Victoria Hernandez 
Jodi Simone 
L.T. Balentine 
Meredith Bullard 
Paige Osceola 

B Honor Roll: 

L.T. Balentine 
Victoria Hernandez 
Paige Osceola 

High School/2nd Quarter 
Awards 

Perfect Attendance: 

Wilson Bowers 
Lindsey King 

Perfect Punctuality: 

Wilson Bowers 
Daniel Bullard 
J.R. Buster 
Lindsey King 


A/B Honor Roll: 

Wilson Bowers: Literature: B+, 
World History: B. 

Daniel Bullard: Literature: A+, 
World History: A. 

J.R. Buster: World History: B 

Lindsey King: Literature: B+ 

Obadiah Osceola: Literature: B. 
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Schools Taking Action for %i 

?be ‘Florida ‘Elementary and Middle 
School ‘Committee of the Southern Association 
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for recognition as a “‘Title Distinguished School” from the 
‘Florida Department of ‘Education 





Ahfachkee Receives 
“STAR” Recognition 



BIG CYPRESS — 

Ahfachkee School has received 
“STAR” Recognition by the Florida 
Committee on Elementary and 
Middle Schools of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS). 

SACS is 
one of six 
regional 
accrediting 
bodies in the 
United States 
and works 
with schools 
and colleges 
in eleven 
Southern 
states from 
Virginia 
through 
Texas, in 
Mexico, the 
Caribbean, 

and Central and South America. 
Accreditation is a non-governmental 
and voluntary process concerned with 
improving educational quality and 
assuring the public that member insti- 
tutions meet established standards. 

Of the 965 Florida schools 
accredited by the Elementary and 
Middle School Commission, 312 
schools have received “STAR” 
recognition by the Florida 
Committee. The “STAR” 

Recognition Programs (Schools 
Taking Action for Reform) is being 
implemented to acknowledge schools 



that have received State recognition 
and to encourage other schools to 
continue efforts toward school 
improvement. 

Schools selected as “Star” 
Schools must meet the following cri- 
teria: must be SACS accredited under 
the Elementary 
and Middle 
School 
Commission; 
must have been 
assigned a per- 
formance grade of 
A or B for the 
2000-2001 school 
year or received 
special recogni- 
tion from the 
appropriate body 
for private school 
systems as an 
Outstanding 
School or Blue 

Ribbon School; and must not have an 
accreditation status lower than 
Advised. 

The Florida Elementary and 
Middle School Committee is proud 
of many accredited elementary and 
middle schools in Florida that are 
taking action for reform. These 
schools are making great strides in 
improving the educational opportuni- 
ties offered to students in Florida. 

Ahfachkee is a private 
school operated by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 
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Bobby McDaniel - Seminole Neighbor 


By Janice Billie 

CLEWISTON — Funeral services were held Feb. 

14, 2001, for Robert Enoch “Bobby” McDaniel Sr., cattle 
rancher, farmer and longtime neighbor of the Big Cypress 
Reservation Community. 

The New Harvest Church in Clewiston was filled to 
capacity as many friends, relatives and neighbors came to pay 
respects and say goodbye to a man who was a pioneer and a 
pillar in the Hendry County area. 

Born in 
Okeechobee, Mr. 

McDaniel would have 
tuned 69 this month. 

He settled in this area 
with his parents, 

Agnes and John 
Wesley McDaniel, at 
the age of two when 
they established the 
McDaniel Ranch, one 
of the largest family- 
owned ranches in 
South Florida. 

McDaniel’s 
father, known as 
Granddaddy Mac, 
began the family 
dynasty when he 
arrived in Okeechobee 
from Tallahassee with- 
out much more than a 
strong will to wrench a 
living from these iso- 
lated lands. With part- 
ner C. J. Jones, Bob 
McDaniel’s father ini- 
tially prospered in 
sawmill and packing- 
house businesses, later 
using his profits to buy 
land. He eventually 
bought his partner’s 
land holdings in 
Devil’s Garden, giving 
up the sawmill and 
packinghouse to estab- 
lish what is now the 
23,000 acre McDaniel 
Ranch. 

Bob 

McDaniel attended 
school in LaBelle. He 
also graduated from 
the Admiral Farragut 
Naval Academy in St. 

Petersburg and attend- 
ed the University of 
Florida for two years. 

He eventually left 
school to return to the ranch and raise cattle. 

Known for his strong work ethic, he worked the big 
ranch for 50 years. He and his wife Mary Lee also raised four 
sons. As the boys grew up and started working the ranch, the 
family extended their efforts into sugar cane and citrus produc- 
tion. The elder McDaniel supervised, working closely with his 
sons every day. The sons described their father as their “cor- 
nerstone.” 

The McDaniel ranch borders the northern sections of 
the Big Cypress Reservation, so through the years the 
McDaniels and the Seminole community have established a 


cordial and respectful relationship. 

“My dad, Jimmy Cypress, and his brother Junior 
grew up with Bob and later on worked for him as cowhands. 
Back then that was the only job to be found around here. It 
was our bread and butter, and I’ll always remember him for 
giving my dad work so he could put food on our table. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s family during this time,” 
said Tribe President and Big Cypress resident Mitchell 
Cypress. 

Tribal citizen Moses 
Jumper Jr. says he first met Bob 
McDaniel when he went to the 
ranch to ask to borrow some 
equipment to help in building his 
home out here some 25 years 
ago. He eventually became good 
friends with the youngest son, 
Jeff McDaniel, and came to 
respect and admire the father for 
the solid character and attitudes 
he had instilled in his sons. 

Jeff attributes this to his 
father being a church person all 
his life and requiring his sons to 
attend church every Sunday as 
they were growing up. 

“It didn’t matter that 
church was 35 miles away, when 
Sunday came we were going to 
church,” Jeff says. 

Moses states Mr. McDaniel 
knew and respected many Tribal 
citizens and would send flowers 
and attend the funerals of those 
he knew. He counted among his 
friends the late Junior Cypress 
and the late Willie Frank. 

Mr. McDaniel was a 
Shriner and a member of the 
Masonic Lodge. He was a quiet, 
unassuming man known for his 
dry sense of humor and tenacity 
at driving a hard bargain. He 
was also known as man who 
could be counted on to help his 
friends and neighbors 

Along with the family the 
funeral service was attended by 
elected officials, fellow ranchers 
and farmers, associates and peo- 
ple from all sections of Hendry 
and surrounding counties. 
Daughter-in-law Bonnie 
McDaniel described the church 
as “beautiful” due to the innu- 
merable arrangements of flow- 
ers. 

Eulogies were given by the 
Rev. Tony Miller, Pastor at New 
Harvest, Rev. Bill Derryberry, former Pastor of First Baptist 
Church, and Rev. Dr. Ken Reaves, Pastor of First Baptist 
Church. Entombment was at Lee Memorial Park, Fort Myers. 

Mr. McDaniel is survived by his wife, Mary Tillman 
McDaniel and four sons, Robert E. McDaniel Jr., John L. 
McDaniel, David McDaniel and Jeffrey McDaniel and 13 
grandchildren. 

Mr. McDaniel made a mark in this world and will be 
missed by many. The Seminole Tribe expresses their condo- 
lences to the McDaniel family. 



Bobby McDaniel and wife Mary in a family photograph. 


Betty Tiger Remembered 

I grew up with you and we were friends 
since childhood. You went away to board- 
ing school, you came back home and we 
were still friends. 

Then you became my sister-in-law. 
You knew me in a way no else did! And I 
knew you in that way! We became close. You 
always told me to hang in there with that big 
beautiful smile. When you were down, you 
still were smiling. You helped me a lot when 
my brother passed away. 

When I wrote something in the 
paper about my brother, you said, “I sure 
hope somebody someday will write some- 
thing about me.” 

I have. I want everyone to know you 
really were a good person. Yes, you had your 
ups and downs, but you really did hang in 
there. I keep expecting you to call me on my 
cell phone. 

I told you before that I will never 
get over my brother’s death! Now, I won’t 
ever get over yours either. Two beautiful 
souls will always be in my heart, mind and 
soul. You will never be forgotten, Betty 
Tiger. I love you always! 

Your friend always — your-sister-in 
law, Ginger T. Tiger. 



Tribe Visits Sydney To Develop Tourism 



DOWN UNDER:Alfredo Gonzalez, Les Endevton, Lee Tiger 
and Monique Roos. 


By Lee Tiger 

SYDNEY, 

Australia — In an effort 
to continue tourism devel- 
opment with the 
Australian travel industry, 

Florida Seminole Tourism, 
in partnership with 
Greater Fort Lauderdale, 
attended the Visit USA 
Seminars 2001 in 
February. 

One of Secretary 
of State Katherine Harris’ 
goals for the Florida 
World Pavilion (co-spon- 
sored by the Seminole 
Tribe) during the 2000 
Sydney Olympics was to 
establish new commer- 
cial relations with the 
Aussies. During that 
time, Seminole tourism 
representatives were introduced to James M. 
McCarthy, consulate general of the U.S., 
who invited Florida Seminole Tourism to 
attend the Visit USA tourism seminars. 

Close to 500,000 Australians visited 
the U.S. in 1999, and double-digit growth is 
expected this year. Florida is the fifth most 
popular state visited. Their perception, how- 
ever, is that Florida is only beaches and 
Orlando attractions. 

During the seminars, over 1,500 
tour operators, travel agents and journalists 
learned about new Florida destinations, 
including Greater Fort Lauderdale and the 


Seminole Tribe’s Big Cypress attractions, 
featuring Billie Swamp Safari and the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. Also, the tribe’s casi- 
nos and hotels were promoted. Australians 
are interested in nature-based tourism but 
know little about the Everglades. 

This summer, United Vacations, 
Qantas Airlines and other tour operators plan 
to conduct sight inspections in Fort 
Lauderdale and the Seminole Big Cypress 
Reservation to include Seminole tourism 
packages in their upcoming bookings to the 
United States. 



Maybe We 
Can Help? 


The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 

954 - 760-7600 



Your Neighborhood Grocery 
Under New Management 



66 fh Ave 


Full Line Grocery 

World Wide Connection Phone Cards 


Beverages 

household 

Beer/Wine 

ATM 

Check Cashing 
Money Orders 
AJJ M^for Credit Cards 


xm. mum mi i[ri 

David Kwik Stop 
4Z16 N.W. 66ti i Ave 
( 454 ] 467-6005 


OThe hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


64 th Ave. 
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HUMOR 


Miss Weeny 


W e have been together a little over a year now. We shared every- 
thing — a house, a 4 78 Chevy Luv truck, assorted dogs, the sea- 
sonal flu — it still wasn’t enough. She wanted more. She wanted 
commitment. That’s the one “C” word women can never get enough of. 

So here I am, Raiford Starke, with my girlfriend Lowella, sitting in The 
Counselor’s office on the third floor of the Starkansaw Mental Hell Clinic 
— where the dysfunctional couples of Starkansaw go to work things out. 

On The Counselor’s bookshelf was a frog-eared copy of Men Are 
from Mars , Women Are from Venus , Now Get Your Head Out of Uranus, 
Pluto. It made me ponder: We’ve come a long way . . . since Ralph 
Cramden first talked of sending a woman to the moon. 

“Now what we have heeyuh ... is a 
fail-yuh ... to com-MUNE-icate” said the 
stern-face behind granny glasses. She was 
half school-marm, half librarian, half airport 
cop, half sadistic chain-gang warden from 
Oz. She was a 100 percent she-coon women’s 
libbing daughter of the Devil on a bad day 
with a psychological degree. 

Miss Weeny and I didn’t get along. 

Maybe that’s why Lowella picked 
her to save our relationship. Each meeting 
was basically an hour-long Starke-bashing 
session. I’m used to it. It seemed like only 
yesterday I was dragged screaming and kick- 
ing to this room. 

(As a matter of fact, it was only yes- 
terday when Lowella ’s sister Rowella and me 
were sitting together on this same dang thera- 
pist’s couch — but that’s another affair . . . 
uh . . . story.) 

Lowella always “shared” first: “It’s 
that column, Miss Weeny. His whole life 
revolves around that danged Raiford Starke column. We were supposed to 
have dinner at 6 p.m. yesterday, but instead he spent all day and night at 
the office working on that stupid column!” 

The tears started flowing and the hankies emerged and Miss 
Weeny glared at ol’ mean man me. 

“I don’t mind his 1976 Evan Johns Fender pink paisley 
Telecaster guitar - it’s that godforsaken Microscan 4GP/AD Energy 
Saving MPR II Monitor I can’t stand!” Lowella screamed. 

I started shifting nervously, until I remembered Miss Weeny’s 
gotta eat too, and she wouldn’t dare break her Counselor’s Code of 
Confidentiality and spill the beans on some of my private sessions that 
Lowella didn’t know about — thereby blowing all the business Raiford 
Starke has inadvertently sent her way. 

Lowella kept on: “And another thing. I wish he would leave my 
name out of his articles. I mean, isn’t anything sacred? Why can’t he just 
make something up instead of going out and living his life, deadline after 
deadline and then airing our dirty laundry in that fish rag of a birdcage 
bottomwrapper, the Starkansaw Tribune ?” 

“So what we have heeyuh,” began Miss Weeny, “is a conflict 
between your issues of privacy and his obsession with authenticity.” 

The Counselor snapped her fingers and some goons in white coats 
appeared. They grabbed and strapped me — kicking and screaming — 
onto a treatment table. Next thing you know here comes the oT Electro- 
creme, then one of those mouth-guards is shoved in my face. A man in a 
white coat walked up with two Bose speakers and pressed them to my 
ears. 

“Give him the maximum voltage, Mr. Biggerstaff — about 140 
db,” Miss Weeny instructed the man behind the Peavey console. 

“Aye Aye Miss Weeny.” 

The last thing I remember is my whole body screeching “Yee- 
eeowww !!!!!” 

The next thing I’m aware of is waking up in the Counselor’s 
office. The clock on the wall reads ten minutes later, the gurney I am lay- 


ing on is still smoking and all the shpilkes has been schmeared out of me. 
Like a monkey on Prozac, I am agreeable with everything Lowella and 
Weeny say. 

My thoughts are calm as I take the pledge: From now on, no 
more living my life for the next Raiford Starke column. I have been total- 
ly emasculated. I spoke aloud in a comforting Alvin and the Chipmunks 
sounding voice: “No more truth and authenticity. Just light-hearted ficti- 
tious anecdotes featuring characters that have no resemblance to actual 
persons real or imagined. And I will leave Lowella’s name out of my col- 
umn. 

I’ll make more money this way. By neutering my soul, giving up 
my maverick style and playing it safe, heck, I 
might even land a staff job with Reader s 
Digress magazine.” 

“Oh-h-h-ho-h-h Raiford,” Lowella 
seemed to melt into lovey-dovey. 

“Well,” said Miss Weeny, “I think 
we’ve made a bit of progress here. You’re 
definitely showing some improvement.” 

With beady eyes and lips dripping with 
cheap stick, Weeny looked at her watch. 
“Well I believe we’ve run out of time and I 
have another couple waiting...” 

As we walked out the door, who else 
do I see waiting but my best friend Sunset 
Beach Pete . . . and Rowella! I caught 
Rowella’s gaze and we both looked away 
quickly, like ships scraping stems in the 
night. 

OT Pete looked equally stunned. “Uh . 
. . Lowella?” he stuttered sheepishly towards 
my girlfriend, while I caught her furtive 
glance. 

Now what was that supposed to mean? Suddenly it felt like I was 
smack dab in the middle of a hornet’s nest of dirty, lowdown, double 
dealin,’ two timin,’ no good lyin’ and cheatin.’ The stares. The glares. The 
second and third degree burns. Wait a minute, I thought. This is hot stuff. 
What a wonderful column this could make! 

But then I looked over at Pete and Rowella. And then at Lowella 
and Pete. And I thought, wait a minute. . . This ain’t no material for a 
Raiford Starke column. This is for real. We’re talking real human beings 
with real human problems - not some convoluted plot that some bleary- 
eyed hack with a typewriter dreamed up at 3 o’clock in the morning. 

I was at Dysfunction Junction. (But I had no soul to sell - I had pawned 
that off on Robert Johnson at the Crossroads years ago.) 

I came to realize right then and there that if you can’t tmst your- 
self, then you might as well not tmst your friends neither. And so, as I 
eyeballed all the players in this Immokalee stand-off, I began to wonder: 
What would the Great One do in a situation like this? I looked down at 
the woman who had dragged me down to this place week after week to 
supposedly try and “save” our relationship. “Rowella — I mean — 
Lowella!” I barked. 

“Y-y-yes d-d-dear,” she said timidly. 

As she came within arms-reach I quickly grabbed a hold of her, 
looked her square in the mug and said, in the deepest Ralph Cramdon 
baritone I could muster: “Baby, you’re the greatest!” 

Our reverie was broken by the angry voice of Miss Weeny: 

“Next!” 

I glanced at oT Pete and Rowella, eyes downcast, slowly shuf- 
fling into her office. And I wrote another song, key of E: 

Well I woke up this mornin ’ 

The dog peed on my shoes 

Got to go see ol’ Miss Weeny 

Got dem goin ’ to the counselor blues. 

— Raiford Starke attends therapy in Hollywood , Fla . 



RAIFORD STARKE 
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(L-R): Lee Tiger, Kenny Scabby Robe, Tom Bee, Stephen Tiger, and 
Douglas Spotted Eagle. 


Tom Bee Wins Grammy 
In First Native Category 

By Colin Kenny 

ALBUQUERQUE - Native record company founder Tom 
Bee took the long stroll to center stage during the recent televised 
Grammy awards and accepted the very first award given for the cate- 
gory of music he has spent his life playing, producing and promoting. 

Native American music. 

How does it feel, Tom? 

“It feels like they just put an Indian on the moon,” said the 
affable executive from the offices of his Sound Of America Records 
Co. (SOAR) here. 

His role as a producer of the Gathering of Nations Pow Wow 
release was rewarded as the best of the year by the National Academy 

of Recording Arts and 
Sciences (NARAS), which 
opened up the native catego- 
ry for the first time this year. 

“We campaigned hard for 
this category,” said Bee, “I 
was the driving force behind 
this category, and to have 
won in the inaugural is out- 
standing.” 

According to Bee, 
to be eligible for a Grammy 
in this new category the 
Native American music must 
be “51 percent traditional.” 
For Bee, the traditional part 
means using “pre- 
Columbian” Native American musical instruments and “no Hip Hop.” 

The Tom Bee and Douglas Spotted Eagle-produced Gathering 
of Nations Pow Wow release consisted of 16 various drum groups rep- 
resenting various Indian nations recorded at the April, 1999 Gathering 
of Nations event at New Mexico University in Albuquerque and 
released last year. 

Spotted Eagle’s lack of a federally-recognized Indian heritage 
and the inclusion of contemporary Oneida songstress Joanne 
Shenandoah in the category has produced controversy among both 
Indian artists and NARAS officials. Seminole Chief Jim Billie, an 
early favorite for the Native award, was placed in the Spoken Word 
Children category by NARAS, where he failed to make the final five 
cut. 

While Bee says that there will always be those who criticize 
the criteria set in this category for lack of inclusiveness of certain 
Indian artists, he calls it a “starting point,” predicting a future sub-cat- 
egory for the more contemporary Native American sounds. 

But for now, it’s an especially sweet victory for Bee. “I’m a 
diabetic,” he says, “and it doesn’t get sweeter than that!” 



Live Concert Filmed For Chief Billie DVD 


TAMPA - Ornate Tampa Theatre provided a haunting and 
majestic backdrop for a live high-defmition (HD) video recording of 
Chief Jim Billie and his band, Feb. 14, during a live concert.. The 
recording will serve as 
the centerpiece of a two- 
hour DVD slated for 
national release later this 
year. 

The Valentine’s 
Day show featured an 
opening set by children’s 
entertainer Shana 
Banana; her one-hour 
segment was also filmed 
and included appearances 
by Tribal citizens Micco 
and Kowako Billie and 
Miss Seminole Desiree 
Jumper. Her Tampa 
Digital Studios-produced 
video and television 
show “Shana Banana’s 
Music and Fun For Kids 
is also planned to air 
before the end of 2001. 

Chief Billie, 
with a new haircut and 
no trace of the laryngitus 
that caused a cancellation 
of this show three weeks 
before, led his band 
through two complete 
75 -minute musical sets 

before the packed house and more than two hours of “cutaways” behind 
closed doors. Musicians included guitarist Raiford Starke, drummer Jeff 
Renza, keyboardist Bob Taylor, guitarist David Shelly and bassist Robert 
Freightrain Parker (Seneca). 

“It was a long day and night,” said Starke, who is also a 
Seminole Tribune columnist. .“My fingers were about to fall off. I don’t 



Chief Jim Billie and the Raiford Starke band performed at the historic Tampa Theatre. 



Bathed in light, band performs while a cameraman (foreground) films. 


think I’ll be able to type my column for a couple of weeks.” 

“The video footage is fabulous. The Chief was in excellent 
form, his band played great and the Tampa Theatre background was just 


lovely,” said Wild Tracks Productions owner Leslie Gaines, who is co- 
producing the show with Pete Gallagher of the Seminole Tribe. “We 
tried to match the quality of the Eagles and Yanni DVDs and there’s no 

question we achieved 
that goal.” 

Dan Bramm, 
of Bramm Films, 
served as Director for 
the three-camera shoot, 
which involved a dra- 
matic lighting of the 
entire theatre stage and 
three- story backdrop by 
Lighting Director Billy 
Hevesy. Mixed with 
stage “smoke” and vari- 
ous colors, the gar- 
goyles and other fanta- 
sy figures on the 19208- 
era theatre walls 
seemed to come alive. 

Recording engineer 
was Jim Bickerstaff , 
who will mix down the 
product over the next 
few weeks. Gaines esti- 
mates it will take “a 
couple of months to get 
this thing into final 
shape.” Gaines, 
Gallagher. Bramm, 
Hevesy and Bickerstaff 
also teamed in the 

award-winning video documentary “Florida Folk Festival Live!” which 
included appearances by Chief Billie and other Florida folk artists, 
including the late Don Grooms. 

Among audience members were 70 Oklahoma Seminole seniors 
“accidently” happened by the Theatre during a Florida chartered 
field trip” from Wewoka. The old Tampa Theatre marquee advertis- 
ing Chief Billie’s name had been up for weeks and was featured 
on several national sports programs during Super Bowl week. The 
event was touted for two weeks on Radio Disney, which sent its 
“fim van” to the site. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Executive 
Director Billy Cypress - in 1800s 
Seminole clothing — and Marketing 
manager Tom Gallaher brought a muse- 
um display to entertain and educate 
guests in the Theatre lobby. The event 
had been advertised as a kickoff event 
for the Tribe’s Discover Native 
America Powwow and Music Festival, 

March 3-4, at Eckerd College. 

When complete, the Chief Jim Billie 
DVD will include 1 6mm film aerial 
footage of the Big Cypress reservation 
and 10,000 Islands area of Southwest 
Florida, as well as film of Tribal medi- 
cine woman Susie Billie and her fami- 
ly, interviews with Billie, himself, and 
various other videos (including the seg- 
ment where his finger was bit off by an 
alligator last year). Footage may also 
be included of Billie’s visit to an 
ancient canoe site with Secretary of 
State Katherine Harris, and a montage 
of his old Vietnam photos behind the 
song “Buzzard Dance.” 

SOAR records founder Tom Bee 
(recent winner of a Grammy) has said his 
company will distribute the final product 



who 
bus ‘ 


LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: Music was center stage for DVD. 


nationally, as they have Chief Jim Billie’s last two albums, “Alligator 
Tales,” and “Seminole Fire.” When finished, it will be the first native 
DVD to hit record and video stores. 



THE CHIEF JIM BILLIE BAND: (L-R) Dave Shelley, Jeff Renza, Chief Jim Billie, Raiford 
Starke, Robert ‘Freightrain’ Parker, Bob Taylor. 
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Bob Gleason 



Cathy Cypress 



Sarah Kirkland 



Bret Freeman 




Tamara Parrish 



Shirley Maclennan 


Welcome New Seminole 
Tribal Employees 

By Maureen Vass 

There are some new faces around and the Tribune wants you to 
know who they are. Every quarter there will be a host of new names and 
faces for all of us to welcome to the Tribal employment roster. Some 
employees were not available for pictures but we do have their names 
listed below. We hope everyone enjoys this new spot and we look for- 
ward to saying “hi” to all of you for many years to come. 

Readers may notice that many of these “new” employees have 
been around for some time. However, it’s nice to know that they are now 
part of the regular crew. 

Immokalee 

Raul Alvarez-Utilities 
Susan L. Enriquez-Gaming 
Luz Ma Alejandra Herrera-Gaming 
Efrain Marrero Jr. -Broadcasting 

Big Cypress 

Richard Garcia-Maintenance 
Roy Garza-Blue Top Construction 
Sarah Kirkland- Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum 
Debbie Lee-Billie Swamp Safari 
Tamara Parrish-Teacher, Ahfachkee School 
Josh Parson-Billie Swamp Safari 
Tracy Summeralls-Health 
John Vazquez-Billie Swamp Safari 

Brighton 

Joseph Barletto-Health 
Jessie Billie-Broadcasting 
Thelma Copher-Utilities 
Emma Johns-Family Services 
Joyce Jumper-Broadcasting 
Charlie Micco-Utilities 
Melissa Ogletree-Dental 
Beverly Parker- Gaming 
Judy Snow-Health 
Natalie Swanson-Health 
Perrie Whidden-Health 

Hollywood 

Ciara D. Billie-Gaming 
Paul Buster-Cultural Education 
Brenda Cypress-Purchasing 
Nathan Doctor- Juvenile Justice 
Bret Freeman-Human Resource Dept. 

Robert Gleason-Travel 
Phyllis Hawkins- Accounting 
Toby Johns-Housing 
Amanda Jowers-Health 
John Linn-Chairman’s Office 
Rafael Lugo-Gaming 
Shirley Maclennan- Switchboard 
Rebecca Napoli-Coconut Creek Smoke Shop 
Milo Osceola-Recreation 
Velma Osceola-Receptionist/ Accounting 
Giusseppe Rende-Utilities 
Kristy Thielbar-Gaming 
Troy Tiger-Broadcasting 
Shaun Willie-Housing 
LaTonya Galindo - Gaming 
Doreen Michelle Osceola - Gaming 


Doreen Michelle Osceola and LaTonya Galindo 



Jessica Cohen 



Velma Osceola 



Richard Garza 



Kristy Thielbar 




Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 


SCOTT H. CUPP, P.A. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

675-2888 
675-3044 


P.O. DRAWER 2250 (863) 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 


Marketplace f . . 

1 online shopping ptaza 

www.seminoletribe.com 

Visit the Seminole Tribe without leaving your chickee. 


Hear unique Seminole sounds; Subscribe to the Seminole 
Tribune; Selection of baskets, jewelry, dolls and clothing; 
Discover the Seminole culture through books and videos. 






The Seminole Tribune 


13 


March 2, 2001 


Seminole Casino News 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE 
BINGO AND GAMING — Highway 721, 
Brighton Indian Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, 
Okeechobee, FL. 34974. (800) 360-9875. 

This St. Patrick’s Day the luck of the Irish 
may rub off on you. Special St. 

Patrick’s Day session includes food, 
party favors, fun, excitement and 
larger than ever payouts. 

Over $23,000 in Regular 
Game payouts will be paid in one 
evening Bingo session. Special ses- 
sion with 20 regular games each pay- 
ing $1,199. Between 4 p.m. and 6 
p.m. everyone who purchases a ticket 
for this session will receive an 
authentic Irish dinner buffet. 

Tickets for the special St. Patrick’s Day ses- 
sion go on sale March 1. Cost is $100 per person 
($95 for Players Club members) in advance or $110 
at the door on the 17th. 

The celebration will continue throughout the 
casino with special gifts and buffet for patrons in the 
Poker room, video gaming, and lounge areas. Make 
your plans now to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at 
Brighton Seminole Bingo and Gaming. 

Every Wednesday night during March, you 
can purchase a special $ 1 0 Bingo pack with all regu- 
lar games paying $150. 

Brighton Gaming would 
also like to announce its big money 
winners for the month of February. 

Congratulations go to Annie Mayo 
Baillie, on winning the Super 6 Lotto 
Jackpot of $19,720.17; Mary Ann 
Johnson, of Okeechobee won, $9,642 
on Bingo Sweetheart Game; and 
Mohamed L. Yakoub, Port St. Lucie won, $6,597.71 
on Super 6 Lotto. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO - 

5550 N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 
977-6700. 

Casino celebrates One Year Anniversary in 
March. Festivities scheduled are as follows: March 
22nd- Center Stage inside the Casino: The Fabulons 
from 7:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. performing a mix of hits 
from the 50s and 60s. 

March 23rd- Center Stage 
inside the Casino: Recording Artist, 

Jessi James & Band from 9 p.m. - 1 
a.m. performing top 40 Hits. 

March 24th - Center Stage 
inside the Casino: Cachet featuring 
Shelina from 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. per- 
forming Top 40 Hits and latin mix. 

Michael Welch & Cutting Edge 
from 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
performing R&B sounds of the 70s 
& 80s. The Broward Brass 
Orchestra from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
performing Big Band and Swing tunes. Latin record- 
ing artist, Max Montana & Ocean Sound from 10:30 
p.m. - 2 a.m. performing salsa, flamingo, samba and 
meringue. 

Outside the casino: Fireworks on the Casino 
Lake at 8 p.m. Majic 102.7FM Diner and DJ, Joe 
Johnson from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. performing oldies 
mix. Games, free hot dogs, soda, and ice cream from 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. For the kids, Miss Paula will be doing 
face painting from 6 p.m. - 
8 p.m. and Billy Joe Bob 
will be creating balloon ani- 
mals from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

March 25th - 
Center Stage inside the 
Casino: The Togetherness 
Band from 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
performing Reggae and 
Calypso. The Charlie Brown Band featuring Yvonne 
from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. performing jazz and a 
Tribute to Billie Holiday. Shelly & The Fabtones 
from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. performing hits from the 50s 
and 60s. Twice as Nice featuring Westley Stevens and 
Shelly Dartez from 9:30 p.m. - 12 a.m. performing 
pop, R&B and Jazz. 

March 25th - Outside the casino: Antique 


and Classic Car Show from 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. Over 
1 00 autos on display There will also be “Celebrity 
Look-A-Likes” on site. Prizes will be given away 
throughout Saturday and Sunday (trips, electronics, 
gift certificates, cash). Casino T-shirts, auto visors 
will be given out throughout the day. 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle 
promo from 12 midnight March 23 to 12 
midnight March 25 - the first person 
who hits a $200,000 or more jackpot at 
the Coconut Creek Casino will not only 
win the cash but a Harley- Davidson. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO OF HOLLYWOOD 

— 4150 N. S.R. 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 323- 
5452. 

There’s a great month planned 
for March. Bingo will be $5 off every Monday - 
Wednesday during the matinee session. Triple nickel 
nights will be held every Wednesday. Friday nights 
discounts are $2 off the $22 pack, $3 off the $33 pack 
and $4 off of the $44 pack. 

On St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, Bingo will 
be giving out gift baskets and there will be managers’ 
specials all day. In addition to these special events a 
super bank that is now open on the gaming floor. 

The casino still pays out over $ 1 million a 
day on average. There are 48 poker 
tables to try your skill, plus free les- 
sons for every level of player. 

IMMOKALEE 
SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., 
Immokalee, FL. 34142. (941) 658- 
1313 or (800) 218-0007. 

It’s finally here - Lucky 7th 
Anniversary Celebration will be happening all 
throughout March, with a total of $75,000 in cash, 
drawings, and prizes to be given away. 

On March 10, the festivities kick off with all 
JPC members receiving an anniversary T-shirt when 
they play the matinee or evening session. Some of the 
T-shirts will have a sticker that could be worth $500 
in the matinee and $ 1 ,000 in the evening session. If 
you’re not a JPC member yet, you can sign up any- 
time prior to the session. 

St. Patrick’s Day, March 
17, each winner of the Intermission 
Special will win a $100 voucher to 
the March Super Saturday session 
and also get a chance at more 
money when they select one of the 
Lucky Leprechaun’s Gold Coins 
worth $50 - $200. 

Super Saturday, March 3 1 , 
there will be seven $1,000 cash 
drawings starting at 3 p.m. and a 
Grand Prize drawing of $10,000 at 
midnight. It only takes one ticket to 
win, but the more you collect the 
more chances you have at the big money. Casino, 
Poker, and Bingo players have all month long to col- 
lect their tickets. 

The evening begins in Bingo at 5 p.m. with 
four sets of party games. At 7 p.m. The pack includes 
20 regular games paying $1,199 each. The Four 
Corner and Seminole Blackout consolations are also 
$1,199 each. The Bonanza and Super Jackpot conso- 
lations will pay a Must Go 
$5,000 each. All extras during 
the evening session are two 
for the price of one except the 
D.I.Y.’s. 

The casino has received 
such positive responses to the 
new Friday evening Texas 
Hold’em Hi-Lo Tournaments 
that they have decided to continue them throughout 
the month of March starting at 7 p.m. Don’t forget the 
Cruise/Trip drawing on March 10 for weekly tourna- 
ment entrants. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake. 






tMMOKALEf. 


Seminole 

T'll-Hfl 


CASINO 

Hollywood 


BRIGHTON^* SEMINOLE 


Festival 

Continued from page 1 

Dancers out of Mexico City brought their special 
form of dancing to Seminole Country performing at 
the Tribal Fair and Brighton Field Days. They will 
continue the season with performances at the 
Celebration Pow-wow. 

Native Diva, Paula Bowers rocked the crowd 
at the Laura Mae Osceola Stadium during perform- 
ances at Tribal Fair in Hollywood. Blackhawk Blues 
Band returned to the stadium again this year with 
their own special blend of blues and Native America. 

Chief Jim Billie also took to the stage with a 
mix of songs from all five of his CD’s. Chief Billie’s 
music is a unique blend of traditional Native 
American music with blues, rock, country, calypso, 
and reggae. 

Singing cowboy Johnny U and his band per- 
formed again during Brighton Field Days. This multi- 
talented musician and storyteller holds the audience 
in his hands as he entertains from horseback perform- 
ing rope tricks. 

Brighton welcomed some special guests this 
year from the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. Two 
charter buses, filled with senior citizens, attended the 
Field Day events along with side trips to Big Cypress 
Reservation. They were joined by Seminole Nation 
Tribal Chairman Jerry Haney and Councilman Rich 
Deer. 

Color Guard Veteran Willard Underwood 
and dancers Nora Deere and Nellie Tiger also repre- 
sented the Seminole Nation performing with drum- 
mers Bird Chopper from Cherokee, N.C. Rick Bird, 
patriarchal head of Bird Chopper, brought along fami- 
ly members Kelsie, Gwen, and Kara Welch. Son 
Nicholas Bird entertained the crowd with special 


hoop dancing. 

Arts, crafts, and food booths covered the fes- 
tival areas in both Hollywood and Brighton and will 
travel to Tampa next. Archery, log peeling, canoe rac- 
ing, bowling, golf, and pool tournaments rounded out 
the days and nights of the events. 

Seminole clothing of various styles and for 
all ages were modeled and judged with the best of the 
best receiving cash prizes. Clothing will be featured 
again at the Celebration Pow-wow. 

Animal shows are a mainstay of any festival 
season. Alligators, snakes, panthers, bears, and birds 
of prey were proudly displayed for the crowds by 
their handlers. 

Another highlight of the festival season and 
a crowd drawer are the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) and Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association (PRC A) rodeos. During the Brighton 
EIRA show this year, Holly “Scooter” Johns was 
crowned the new Rodeo Queen. Barrel racing, roping, 
buck and bull riding are just some of the events in 
these exciting rodeo series. 

As the performers, vendors, animals, and 
crowds move north to Tampa to finish the Seminole 
festival season, we honor an elder. Ruby Tiger 
Osceola will celebrate her 105th year on this earth 
with family, friends, and visitors on Sat. March 17 
during the Celebration Pow-wow at the Tampa 
Reservation softball field. 

Scheduled performers during the four-day 
event include the Plainsmen Host Drum and Dance 
Group, Native flautist Joseph Z, Native storyteller 
BooBoo Anne, and the Aztec Fire Dancers. 

For DNA events information call (800) 535- 
2228 or visit the website at www.Seminoletribe.com . 
For information on the Celebration Pow-wow contact 
Arnie Garcia at (813) 626-1692 or Bobby Winslow at 
(813) 685-9275 or (813) 626-5765. 


Butty 

Continued from page 1 

the Powwow arena, site of a full-fledged competition 
powwow. This year’s event will feature several “win- 
ner take all” specials and a drum contest. With the 
cancellation of Blackstone, Oklahoma’s fabulous 
Little Eagle will take on the host drum role. Powwow 
coordinators will be Katrina and Little Big Mountain; 
Arena Director is the popular Ron Gibson. 

The Aboriginal People’s Television Network 
will be in town to film the event for a documentary 
now in production. They plan to concentrate on the 
powwow, but will also film at the Seminole Living 
Village area, where Tribal medicine man Bobby 
Henry will feature several Seminole stomp dance 
demonstrations, the Marketplace stage (which fea- 


tures Native reggae stars Tchiya Ahmet and the Light 
House band all day) and the Pepsi Children’s Village 
(directed by national children’s artist Shana Banana). 

The a capella singing trio Ulali, swamp cow- 
boy Cowbone (Paul Buster and band), Chief Jim 
Billie, Commanche flautist Sonny Nevaquaya, story- 
tellers Mahenwahdose and Indian bluesman Keith 
Secola will be featured on several stages, as will the 
Aztec Fire Dancers and the popular Seminole Youth 
Dancers. Comedian Don Bumstick will emcee the 
main stage. 

Billie Swamp Safari will sponsor the Ray 
Becerra Birds of Prey show; Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
will provide Seminole cultural demonstrators and sto- 
ryteller Carol Cypress. Seminole gator wrestler 
Thomas Storm Sr. will bring his exciting alligator and 
reptile show for two shows each day. 

The gates open each day at 10 a.m. and close 
at 6 p.m. Admission is free. 



Indian Country News 

Gorton May Get Key Judgeship 


WASHINGTON D.C. — All but one 
Senate Republican has urged President George W. 
Bush to nominate American Indian enemy and for- 
mer Sen. Slade Gorton (R-Wash.) for a lifetime 
federal judgeship on either the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia or the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, which is 
based on the West Coast. Sen. John McCain (R- 
Ariz.), already in hot water with his colleagues 
over a host of legislative issues, is the only GOP 
senator who did not sign a letter promoting Gorton 


because he opposes the Washington Republican’s 
position on Native American issues. 

“Senator McCain declined to sign the let- 
ter because he strongly disagrees with Senator 
Gorton on American Indian issues involving tribal 
sovereignty,” said Nancy Ives, McCain’s spokes- 
woman. “Most Native Americans are concentrated 
in the western part of the country, and cases 
involving this issue would fall under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 


Wise. Tribes Get Trust Land For Casino 


WASHINGTON D.C. — Department of 
the Interior Deputy Assistant Secretary-Indian 
Affairs James H. McDivitt today announced his 
approval of an application to take into trust a 55- 
acre parcel of land located in Hudson, Wise., for 
three federally-recognized Indian Tribes for gam- 
ing purposes. McDivitt determined it would be in 


the best interest of the Tribes without being detri- 
mental to the surrounding community. The applica- 
tion was submitted on March 4, 1994 by the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians of Wisconsin, the Sokaogoan Chippewa 
Community of Wisconsin and the Red Cliff Band 
of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin. 


Seeking Indian Journalists 


VERMILLION, S.D. — The Freedom 
Forum will fully fund and run an academic jour- 
nalism program for American Indian college stu- 
dents June 3-29 at the University of South Dakota 
here. Six semester hours of credit will be awarded 
to graduates of the month-long course. The 
American Indian Journalism Institute will offer 25 
college-level Native American students the oppor- 
tunity to train as newspaper reporters, editors and 
photographers. The Freedom Forum Neuharth 
Center will pay all costs, including tuition, fees, 
room and board, and it will give students who suc- 
cessfully complete the program an $800 scholar- 
ship/stipend. The six-hour college-level course is 
sanctioned through the University’s Department of 
Contemporary Media and Journalism, a nationally- 
credited journalism department. Students may 
apply to transfer the credits to other schools where 
they enrolled. 

“American Indians are by far the most 
underrepresented people of color in the news 
media - and stereotypical and erroneous newspa- 
per coverage of Indian issues and Indian people 
shows it,” said McAuliffe. Estimates of the num- 
ber of Native Americans working at daily newspa- 
pers range up to about 300 - out of more than 
55,000 journalists nationwide 

The American Indian Journalism Institute 


is an outgrowth of The Freedom Forum’s recent 
multimillion-dollar commitment to increase 
employment diversity at daily newspapers. 
“Improving diversity - having just one Native 
American working in a newsroom - makes a 
newspaper more aware of Indians in its communi- 
ty, and more sensitive and intelligent in reporting 
stories about them,” said Jack Marsh, director of 
The Freedom Forum Neuharth Center at the 
University of South Dakota. 

Participants may be nominated by educa- 
tors, mentors or other interested parties. 
Nominating letters should be received by May 1 , 
2001 and addressed to: Jack Marsh, Director, 
Freedom Forum Neuharth Center, University of 
South Dakota, Vermilion, S.D. 57069. Nomination 
letters should include brief explanations of why 
nominees should be accepted into the institute and 
how they can be contacted. Nominees then will be 
invited to provide futher information about them- 
selves and an example of their writing, such as an 
essay about why they want to attend. Self-nomina- 
tions also are welcome, as are nominations by e- 
mail (jmarsh@freedomforum.org). 

For further information, call Jack Marsh, 
Director, Freedom Forum Neuharth Center, at 
(605) 677-6315, or McAuliffe at (406) 243-2191 
or by e-mail (dmcauliffe@freedomforum.org). 


Act Strengthens Tribal Justice 


BOULDER, CO — Indian law attorneys 
and tribal courts say that the recently passed Indian 
Tribal Justice Technical and Legal Assistance Act 
(PL 106-559) is an important step forward in the 
strengthening and enhancement of tribal justice 
systems. The Act formally authorizes the Attorney 
General to award grants and provide technical 
assistance to Indian Tribes to support the develop- 
ment and continuing operation of tribal courts. 


National and regional tribal justice associations 
have been working hard, primarily on a voluntary 
basis, for decades to assist Tribes with the opera- 
tion of their tribal courts systems. This law makes 
the associations and Native American legal servic- 
es organizations eligible to apply for much-needed 
federal funding to assist them in their efforts. An 
important component of the new law is the reau- 
thorization of the 1993 Indian Tribal Justice Act. 


‘Lost Funds’ Must Be Accounted For 


WASHINGTON D.C. — The U.S. 
Interior and Treasury Depts. must own up to 
American Indians regarding how much money was 
lost from trust accounts since the 19th century due 
to mismanagement, theft and incompetance an 
appeals court ruled - a court victory for more than 


300,000 Indians seeking more than $10 billion 
they say is owed them from government usage of 
their land. “This is one of the biggest victories for 
Native Aqmericans ever,” said Eloise Cobell 
(Blackfeet), a leader of the lawsuit. 


Indian Languages Dying-Institute 


WASHINGTON, D.C. Money isn’t 
necessarily the solution to the problem of disap- 
pearing American Indian languages, said Gerald 
Hill, president of the Institute for the Preservation 
of the Original Languages of America, noting that 
1 00 indigenous languages are in a serious decline 
in the United States. “However, what costs money 
is competing with the English language. You need 


certified, degreed language teachers.” Sen. Daniel 
Inouye, a Hawaii Democrat who serves as vice- 
chairman of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, 
responded to Hill’s remarks before his committee 
by introducing legislation that would direct more 
money to specialized “language immersion” pro- 
grams. 


S.D. Tribe Gets $6.7 Million For School 


ABERDEEN, S.D. — The Sisseton- 
Wahpeton Tribe in northeastern South Dakota is 
getting a $6.7 million federal grant from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs to replace Tiospa Zina 
School with a 40,000 square-foot facility for 


kindergartners through 12th-graders. 

“We’ve been fighting to get something done for so 
long now. It’s a dream come true,” said 
Superintendent Roger Bordeaux. 


‘Pretty Shield’ Dead At Age 70 


VALENTINE, NEB. — The Lakota 
woman who translated the script for Dances With 
Wolves and appeared in the film has died at age 70. 
Doris Leader Charge of Parmelee died at Sinte 
Gleska University here, where she was a long-time 
Lakota language teacher. She portrayed Pretty 
Shield, wife of Ten Bears in the 1989 Oscar-win- 


ning film that starred actor Kevin Costner. 

Leader Charge was Costner’s special 
guest at the 1991 Academy Awards ceremonies. 
She went on stage to translate into Lakota part of 
screenwriter Michael Blake’s acceptance speech 
for best screenplay - one of seven Oscars won by 
the film that year. 


New Indian Bills Filed In Senate, House 


WASHINGTON D.C — Sen Daniel K. 
Akaka filed S.228: A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make permanent the Native 
American veterans housing loan program; Sen. 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell filed S.23 1 : A bill to 
amend the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 to ensure that seniors are given an 
opportunity to serve as mentors, tutors, and volun- 
teers for certain programs; Rep. George Miller 


filed H.R.340: To amend the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to improve the 
quality of public education and raise student 
achievement by increasing investment, strengthen- 
ing accountability, raising standards for teachers, 
improving professional development and teacher 
compensation, rewarding successful schools, and 
providing better information to parents, and for 
other purposes. 


BIA Issues Final Land In Trust Rules 


WASHINGTON D.C. — The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs has issued a final rule governing 
requests by tribes that the Secretary of the Interior 
acquire title to land in trust on their behalf. This 
rule establishes the criteria the Secretary will use 
in determining whether to accept such title and 
describes the procedures for mandatory acquisition 
of title by the Secretary. The rule contains a pre- 
sumption favoring acquisition of lands located 
within a tribe’s reservation, but has a stricter stan- 
dard for off-reservation lands. Some of these 
restrictions are an attempt to meet the concerns of 
non-Indian governments regarding the placing of 
non-reservation lands into trust. The final rule also 
attempts to deal with the problems of those tribes 
without reservations, trust land, or developable 


trust land and establishes a process under which 
such a tribe may designate a “Tribal Land 
Acquisition Area” for approval by the Secretary. 

BIA also issued a new rule that potential- 
ly affects any loan from a qualified borrower to an 
Indian or organization of Indians under the Loan 
Guaranty, Insurance, and Interest Subsidy 
Program. Under the Program, the Department of 
the Interior guarantees or insures such loans made 
by qualified private lenders. The final rule was 
effective Feb. 16, 2001 and applies to all qualify- 
ing loans made on or after that date. Lenders with 
pre-existing loan guarantees may have the new 
rule apply to their loans by entering into a new 
loan guaranty agreement with the Bureau. 

— Compiled by Peter B. Gallagher 
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Health Comer 



RUNNERS, WALKERS, STROLLERS: Participants of the Third Annual Tribal Fair Run/Walk event. 


Run/Walk Results 


HOLLYWOOD — It was a family affair at 
the Third Annual Tribal Fair Run/Walk held 
Saturday, Feb. 10 during the Tribal Fair. 

The 3K course began at Native Village, 
where participants young and old lined the start, and 
finished at the Hollywood Community Center (old 
Hot Meals) on 64th Street. 

Jeremiah Hall took the honors by crossing 
the finish line first. This was Jeremiah’s second big 
win in the past several weeks, as he also took first 
place in last month’s Reservation Rally held in Big 
Cypress. 

James Fuqua took first place in the youth 
division and Loretta Peterson won in the women’s 
category. All involved agreed it was an enjoyable 
way to begin the weekend during the Tribal Fair. Be 
sure to check with Hollywood Recreation 
Department for details regarding the upcoming 
Basketball Tournaments. 

The following are the results: 

Youth Division - Walkers: Beaver Hall, 


25:49: Daylon Hall, 30:10. Youth Division - 
Runners: James Fuqua, 11:09, Joseph Fuqua, 18:27, 
Heather Peterson, 21:56. Adult - 20 year olds - 
Walkers: Danielle Bankston, 25:15, Elizabeth 
Huggins, 25:21, Jolene Story, 25:24, Randall Byrd, 
25:36, Adult - 20 year olds - Runners: Richard 
Osceola, 14:02. 

Adult - 30 year olds - Walkers: Bonnie 
Motlow, 22:00, Michele Thomas, 25:24, Theresa 
Osceola, 25:24, Geraldine L. Osceola, 25:36, Julie 
Bost, 30:14. Adult - 30 year olds - Runners: 
Jeremiah Hall, 10:57, Loretta Peterson, 12:48, Noah 
Yzaguirre. Adult - 40 year olds - Walkers: Wanda 
Billie, 20:30, Ralph Billie, 28:50, Daniel Gopher, 
29:16. 

Adult - 40 year olds - Runners: Jimmy 
Osceola, 14:32. Senior Division - Walkers: Martha 
Jones, 19:36, Gladys Bratcher, 19:59, Edna McDuffy, 
24:51, Connie Whidden, 24:51, Russell Osceola, 
29:16. 


Good Bye Toni 


I know that good-byes are in order with 
almost every friend. Shakespeare once said , “ part- 
ing is such a sweet sorrow. ” I guess he was right, 
because I miss you already. I want you to know I 
really appreciate what you did for me - inspiring 
me to do better with my health and just being such 
a sweet person that you are. 

Hen-the will miss you, too, at T.Y. Park 
(squirrel). I am sure that there are other folks who 
will miss you, too. I hope the health program will 
find someone to fill the vacancy, but I don ’t know if 
that person can replace a good worker like you. 

Well, I hope that you will find what God 
has for you to do, and if for some reason you need 


an old friend to talk to, you know where I am. 
Whenever you are cold and there s no sunshine, 
think about the Seminoles in sunny Florida and 
maybe you just might want to visit us here again. 

In the meantime, you keep yourself doing 
what you do best because I just might be running in 
the same marathon you Ye running. (I wouldn ’t hold 
my breath on that, but I might!). 

Sure hate to see you go, but life does go on 
and we have to do what we think is best. I will pray 
you will be happy, because you deserve the best in 
life. 

Hem-mung-ala-ka 

Your Friend, Cowbone 


Drs. Siudmak & Steinberg 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 



• Family Planning 

• Laser & Microsurgery 

• Nurse Midwifery 

* Gynecological Surgery 

Services 

• High Risk Pregnancy 

• Ultrasounds In 

• Infertility Counseling 

Office 

& Treatment 

Robert C. Siudmak M.D. • Irwin Steinberg M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 

961-8303 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 
Suite 250, Hollywood 

431-7000 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 
Presidential Circle 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 
Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


Discover Native America 
2001 Musical Artists 







Huffy Sainte- 
Marie (Cree) s a true 
American folk legend and 
has been a strong symbol 
of native culture and educa- 
tion for more than 30 years. 

Buffy first made her mark 
as a singer and songwriter 
in the turbulent 60s, popu- 
lar for her anti-war ballad 
“Universal Soldier.” Janis 
Joplin, Barbra Streisand, 

Elvis Presley, The 
Highwaymen, Neil 
Diamond, Tracy Chapman 
and The Boston Pops 
Orchestra are prominent 
among many artists who 
have recorded her songs. 

Later, she starred for five 
years on the hit Children’s tel- 
evision show Sesame Street 
and became the first Native American to win an 
Academy Award as the songwriter of “Up Where We 
Belong,” from the Oscar-winning “Officer and A 
Gentleman.” She founded the Nihewan Foundation 
for American Indian Education in 1969, the innova- 
tive Cradleboard Project in the early 1980s and 
received the American Indian College Fund’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2000. Maintaining a 
separate career as a noted digital artist, she spends 
much of her time deeply involved in educational 
pursuits. 


Chief Jim Billie 

Chief Jim Billie (Seminole) has been 
Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida since 
1979 and a singer/songwriter since his youth in the 
swamps of South Florida. A winner of the Native 
American Music 
Association’s Living 
Legend Award, he has 
released two national 
records “Alligator Tales” 
and “Seminole Fire” — col- 
lections of his unique per- 
sonal songs and stories. The 
Chief is one of Indian 
Country’s most famous 
statesmen and entertainers 
and is known around the 
world as an advocate for the 
preservation of indigenous 
language and culture. 

Keith Secola 
(Ashinabe) grew up in the 
Mesabi Iron Range of 
Northern Minnesota to 
become one of Indian 
Country’s top male per- 
formers. He is the author Keith Secola 

of such Indian classics as 
“Fry Bread,” “Indian 

Cars,” “Fruit Flies Like A Banana” and “Acoustic 
Aroma.” His music has been used in numerous 
native films, including “Dance Me Outside” by 
Norman Jewison, and he has performed with the 
likes of Jerry Garcia, David Bowie, Patti Smith, 
Indigo Girls, Robby Robertson, Neil Young and oth- 


Comanche Indian Flutes from his 
father, one of the Seven Legends of 
the Comanche Tribe of Oklahoma. 
By invitation, both father and son 
have assisted the Smithsonian 
Archives in its research into Native 
American Flute Music. Sonny has 
performed at the inauguration of the 
first George Bush and at “The Wall” 
in Washington, D. C. He has lec- 
tured on flutes and Indian music 
from Oklahoma to Florida. He cre- 
ates his own flutes and music, per- 
sonal melodic signatures that both 
excite and sooth the senses and pro- 
vide a classic and authentic atmos- 
phere to the powwow scene. 

Tchiya Amet (Seminole, 
Cherokee, Creole, Blackfeet) and 
the Light House Band are making 
their mark, nationally, with an unusual 
combination of native and reggae 
sounds. Their latest 
album “Rise Again 
Truth” is a regular 
on both Indian 
Country and reggae 
playlists. Lead 
singer Tchiya has 
pursued careers as a 
natureopathic physi- 
cian, astronaut and 
space astronomer 
on her path to star- 
dom behind her 
keyboard with the 
Light House band. 

Yoga, fancy shawl 
dancing and organic 
gardening are a few 
of the passions of 
this eclectic per- 
former. Standing 
on a strong and Tchiya Amet 

solid Roots Reggae 

foundation, Tchiya, husband Mario and their band of 
musical artists carry the wisdom and the teachings of 
the elders forward into the future. 

Cowbone (Seminole) is country singer, 
poet, columnist and songwriter Paul Buster and his 
family, including daughter Jessica of Hollywood. 
Both Paul and Jessica have new CDs out this year, 
filled with the rich rural sounds that mark their 
unique music. Favorites at Seminole and Florida 
swamp country events, Cowbone accurately portrays 
the music and people of their unique world. 

Don Burnstick (Cree) describes his come- 
dy as “healing through Native humor.” His hilarious 
routines take a humorous look at first nation’s peo- 
ples, their habits, likes and dislikes, and interactions 
with thie non-Indian world. A certified Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Counselor trained in holistic 
urban youth development, Don appears 
often at wellness conferences and train- 
ing workshops throughout North 
America. With his “Don Burnstick’s 
Redskin Club” he joins a growing list of 
American Indian comedians now mak- 
ing their mark on the national scene. 

Aztec Fire Dancers (Aztec) are 
the Juan Salinas family from Mexico 
City. Now based in Jacksonville, this 
troupe appears regularly on the 
American Indian powwow circuit and 
are popular for their elaborate colorful 
costumes and vibrant native dances. 

They have appeared in every Discover 
Native America event since the 1980s. 

Seminole Youth Dancers 
(Seminole) are sponsored by the Tribe’s 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and include 
Micco Billie, Kowako Billie, Casey 
McCall and Christine McCall. Though 
the Seminoles do not have a heritage of 
powwow dancing, this young troupe - 
led by acclaimed Seminole songwriter/singer/drum- 
mer William Cypress - has learned the ways and 
moves of cultural dances in the traditions of other 
tribes. 


Buffy Sainte-Marie 


Will Hill of Mahenwahdose 


Jennifer, Soni and Pura Fe of Ulali 

ers. As a solo artist or with his Wild Indian Band, 
Keith Secola is a haunting and sincere performer 
with amusical integrity unmatched iamong American 
Indian artists. 

Ulali features the vocal talents of native 
songbirds Pura Fe (Tuscarora), Soni (Mayan, 
Apache, Yaqui) and Jennifer (Tuscarora) in Indian 
Country’s top female singing trio. Founded in 1987, 
Ulali is the first native woman’s group to create a 
personal sound from their 
strong individual roots and 
personal contemporary 
styles. Unusual harmonies, 
a wide vocal and musical 
range and an array of 
indigenous music are trans- 
formed into works of art by 
their powerful voices. 

Their live performances 
uniquely address native 
struggles and are delivered 
with energy, fun and 
romance. 

Lean “Sonny” 

Nevaquaya (Comanche) 
learned the art of creating 


Mahenwahdose (Oklahoma Seminole) is 
Will Hill and Gennine Washington. Their theatre 
group has won national acclaim for American 
Indian cultural shows across the country. They use 
vocal impersonations and acrobatics to bring 
Seminole legends to real life. Dancing around an 
imaginary campfire in the days when animals and 
people could talk to each other, Will and Gennine 
bring vivid substance to the lessons of the story- 
teller’s craft. They performed the “Shah-who-pah- 
ye-ke” musical storytelling tour with Chief Jim 
Billie at Florida Indian reservations last year. 

Shana Banana is a national children’s 
artist based in St. Petersburg whose latest CD 
“Shana Banana: Music And Fun For Kids” was 
awarded the coveted Parents 
Choice Award in 2001. A gradu- 
ate of Eckerd College with a 
masters degree in marine biolo- 
gy, Shana Smith has pursued a 
musical career for the past ten 
years, finding her niche in the 
childrens’ market. A tireless 
researcher, she works closely 
with Seminole Chief Jim Billie 
and has performed special 
Seminole Indian-themed shows 
for Florida schools and festi- 
vals. A Radio Disney Artist, she 
will direct the DNA Pepsi 
Children’s Village for the third 
straight year. 


Sonny Nevaquaya 
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Happy Birthday 

Congratulations 

Poems 


Happy Birthday to Ekosh 
Minnie Tigertail on Feb. 2. Wish you the 
greatest on your very special day. From 

Sharon O. 

Happy Belated 17th Birthday 
Mary Tiger on Jan. 14. We hope all your 
dreams and wishes come true. From 
Wesley Frank, Sharon O., Elaine 
Osceola, Samuel C. Osceola Jr., “sexy” 
Lexie Osceola, and Carlos Capilla. 

I want to wish a Happy 20th 
Birthday on Feb. 1. Samuel C. Osceola 
Jr. Wishing you the best on your special 
day. Love always, Sharon O. 

We want to wish the best 20th 
birthday ever on Feb. 1, Sam Osceola 
Jr. Have fun on your day! From Mary 
Tiger, Wesley Frank, Sharon O., and 
Carlos Capilla. 



own 


Seminole Tribune 

March 23 Issue • Deadline March 9 
April 13 Issue • Deadline March 30 
May 4 Issue • Deadline April 20 


Congratulations to Miss 
Rhiannon Dianne Tiger for making the 
Silver Honor Roll for the 1st quarter and 
the 2nd quarter of the school year. Proud 
parents are Charlie and Ginger T. Tiger. 
We love you Rhiannon, Keep up the 
Good Work! 

Love Mom and Dad (Charlie 
and Ginger), Deandra and Brown 
(Charlie III). 


Thank You 


We want to thank everyone for 
your help, condolences, flowers, and sym- 
pathy in our time of need. We especially 
want to thank Barbara Billie, Laura 
Tucker, Larissa Tucker, Ginger Tiger, and 
Juanita Osceola for all the work you did 
to prepare the food and clean up after 
everyday, for going shopping for us, and 
helping us through this difficult time. 

Thank you to Max Osceola for 
your help with the tents and seating, food, 
and everything that you did to help. 

Thank you to Marcellus and Eatu 


Osceola for supplying the coolers and 
keeping them filled. And thank you John 
Gentry for loaning us your tent, tables, 
and benches. 

Thanks to everyone who made 
this possible as there were many of you, 
too many to be able to thank each of you 
personally. 

Joseph Richardson, Jackson 
Richardson, Daisy Tiger and Tommy 
Richardson. 


Notices 


Haskell Indian Nations 
University Powwow & Celebration — 

May 11-12, the Haskell Indian Nations 
University Powwow Committee proudly 
announces the 2001 Commencement 
Powwow & Celebration, Lawrence, KA. 
Come and join the largest Native 
American commencement celebration on 
the Haskell campus. Native American 
vendors and arts & crafts should contact 
either Patti Grant/Orosco at (785) 749- 
8437 or Manny King at (785) 749-8447 
for further information. Join in the golf 
tournament, fast-pitch softball tournament 
and other alumni activities. Admission is 
charged at some events. E-mail at 
pgrant@rossl.cc.haskell.edu or 
mking@rossl.cc.haskell.edu. 

Midlands Intertribal 
Empowerment Group’s 6th Annual 
Powwow — May 18-20, Columbia, S.C., 
at the S.C. Fairgrounds, Abernathy Arena. 
Dance, drum, and craft contests with 
prizes over $5,000. Contact Mordella 
Goodshield McKinney (803) 772-9132 or 
e-mail at mieg@powwows.com. Vendors 
contact Tracey Hutchins (803) 254-9442 
at vendors@nativeamercan.ws. 

Shellman GA 2nd Intertribal 
Gathering of Native Americans — 

March 23-25, Shellman City Park, GA, 
next to the Railroad Depot. Sponsored by 
The Southern Band of the Cherokee, Deer 
Clan of Shellman. Crafts, culture, enter- 
tainment, Native American foods, and sto- 
rytelling. For more information call Chief 
Big Water (229) 679-2080 or Patricia 
Davis (229) 423-8590. 

Seventh Inter-Tribal Golf 
Invitational — July 18-20. Mashantucket 
Pequot Tribal Nation presents 2001, 7th 
Inter-Tribal Golf Tournament. 2001 Purse 
$14,400 at the Foxwoods Country Club 
and River Ridge Golf Club. For more 
information call Steve Tantillo (860) 396- 
6727, fax (860) 396-6723 or e-mail at 
stantillo@mptn.org. Closing deadline is 
July 1st. 

Child Care Data Available on 

the Web — The Child Care Licensing 
and Enforcement Section of Broward 
County’s Human Services Department 
Children’s Services Administration 
Division has assembled a website of 
information and inspection reports on 
licensed or registered child care facilities 


and homes in the county. The site is 
searchable by name of child care facility, 
by address, by zip code, by street intersec- 
tions, and by clicking on a county map. 

To reach the site, simply click on: 
www.broward.org/children. 

Tunica-Biloxi Powwow — 

Marksvillie, La. - May 18-20. Guest 
entertainers - Bill Miller, Hawk (Indian 
Flute), Jackie Crow (Legend Keeper), 
Adolpho Family Hoop Dancers, 

Grayhawk Stomp Dancers and Home 
Grown. 

Grand Entries - Friday, May 1 8 
at 7 p.m., Saturday, May 19 at 1 and 7:30 
p.m., and Sunday, May 20 at 12 noon. 
Points start with Saturday Grand Entry. 

Registration begins at 5 p.m. 
Friday, May 18 until 12 noon Saturday, 
May 19. 

Drums welcome - Day money 
will be available for the first ten drums 
registered by 12 noon, Saturday. 

Public invited - Admission $ 1 
kids (10 & under), $3 seniors (65 & 
older), $4 adults. Dancers in regalia enter 
free. Campers must register. Shuttle serv- 
ice provided from Grand Casino 
Avoyelles to the Powwow grounds. 

For lodging and general informa- 
tion call (800) 946-1946. Vendors must 
apply in advance. Ask for Wendy at Ext. 
2036. 

Interpreting Sacred Places and 
Native Peoples Spring Training 
Workshop — April 3-7 Ala Moana 
Hotel, Honolulu, HI. Join us for the 
dynamic multicultural NAI Spring 
Training Workshop STW in Hawaii. 
Sponsored by the National Association for 
Interpretation. This hands-on workshop at 
the Ala Moana Hotel in Honolulu features 
a lively inspiring array of keynote speak- 
ers several dozen concurrent and training 
sessions field training special events and 
pre- and post-workshop training on the 
various neighbor islands. The STW is spe- 
cially designed to help you better interpret 
and share the awesome stories of indige- 
nous and ethnic cultures from many lands. 

Register now. Book your rooms 
early at the special NAI rates at the Ala 
Moana Hotel, mention NAI Spring 
Training Workshop. To see all the details 
on this unique international event go to 
www.interpnet.com or call NAI toll-free 
at (888) 900-8283. 


Land Use Applications 


Tribal Ordinance No. C-01-92 
requires that applications for the use or 
occupancy of Seminole lands must be 
filed in the Real Estate Services office for 
review by the Development Review 
Committee and the Land Use 
Commission before submittal to the Tribal 
Council. 

Applications are available at the 
following locations: Hollywood 
Reservation at the Real Estate Service 
office, Big Cypress Reservation from Joe 
Frank at the Forestry Department, 
Brighton Reservation contact Michelle 
Thomas at the Field Office, Immokalee 
Reservation at the Field Office. Tampa 
Reservation must go to the Real Estate 
Services office in Hollywood. 

The Development Review 
Committee generally meets two (2) weeks 
prior to the next regular scheduled meet- 
ing of the Tribal Council. Land Use 


Commission generally meets one (1) 
week prior to that Tribal Council meeting 
This means applications should be filed 
with Real Estate Services no 
later than 2 l A weeks prior to 
an upcoming regular meet- 
ing of the Tribal Council. 

Any applications received 
after a Development Review 
Committee meeting will be 
held until the next 
Development Review 
Committee and Land Use 
Commission meetings 
before being submitted to 
the Tribal Council. 

Any questions as to 
application procedures or 
meeting date may be direct- 
ed to Real Estates Services 
at (954) 966-6300 Ext. 101. 


The Train Ride Blues 

Let me tell you a little bit about my dad. Move in a little 
closer to the fire and I will tell you a story about a young boy 
who grew up around the Deep Lake area. It is approximately 20 
miles more or less from Everglades City or Immokalee. 

It was in 1 926 when Junior Buster, my dad was born. 

His parents (my Grand Parents) were life long residents in those 
cypress swamps near Copeland, Jerome, and of course Deep 
Lake. Grandpa’s name was John and Grandma’s name was Lilly. 

Grandpa was of the Wind clan and Grandma was from 
the Panther clan. I believe Grandma was closely related to Susie 
Jim of today and Miami Billie from 1800s to early 1900s. I never 
had the honor of meeting any of my grandparents, except 
Grandpa John Buster (you can hear about him in one of my 
songs). 

Due to being Seminole Indian and other unfortunate cir- 
cumstances, Grandpa would be arrested for killing a squirrel or 
turkey to provide food for his family. He would be incarcerated 
for month’s at-a-time. My Dad was a little boy at that time; he 
missed his Dad so very much that he would go on a long journey 
to see him. 

My Dad was a little boy when he left home in the 
swamps to go visit his father. In those days, there was a logging 
train that came by from Palmdale to Everglades almost every 
morning and evening. Dad knew when the train would be passing 
by, so he would come out by the tracks and wait for the train to 
come by. When the train came into sight, dad flagged it down and 
hopped it to Everglades, where he would spend a day outside the 
compound of the prison. 

Grandpa would come to him and give him some crackers 
that he had saved for him. When the day was spent, Dad would 
catch the evening train and go home to his mother. I guess the 
train engineer knew my Dad very well in those days. 

Because of these experiences, I wrote a song about my 
Dad’s train rides when he was a little boy — “Lonesome Train 
Blues.” 

— Cowbone 

Lonesome Train Blues 


I got my ramblin ’ blood 
Running restless in my veins 
So I grip my blues guitar 
And head for the lonesome train 

No one can change my mind 
No one can ease my pain 
So I’m leaving like I said 
And ride that big lonesome train 

I can hear that lonesome whistle 
And I can hear that morning rain 
‘don ’t want my guitar to get wet 
So ’ better run and catch the lonesome train 

First class seat in the boxcar 
Let it roll thru the plains 
I don ’t mind where she goes 
Just let me ride the lonesome train 

There s nothing a man can do 

When the lonesome wind calls his name 

Nothin ’ ‘cept up and go 

And ride that big lonesome train 

— Cowbone Paul Buster 


The Man With No Shoes 

(for Guy LaBree) 

Gifted by the Breathgiver, his visions are portrayed in 
scenes a different realm. 

His hand transcends the life of those he depicts with 
brush and pen. 

He becomes a part of those as on canvas he reveals a dif- 
ferent place and time. 

Simplicity runs rampant as the colors reveal a different 
place and time. 

Barefoot and humble his soul studies the inhabitants as 
they help mystify the glade. 

Soon the panoramic vision unfolds the splendor and beau- 
ty of a land and people the creator made. 

The barefoot man understands and respects the stories as 
he paints and brings them all to realty, 

The clans, the legends, the people forever etched into his- 
tory. 

Respect of values was given to the man who wore no 
shoes, perhaps not in blood, but in spirit he understands 
the four-legged and two-legged stewards of the ‘glades. 

With this we understand he stereotypes no people, but 
paints from the spirit that touches his hand. 

Perhaps one day my Brother, we will walk barefoot 
together into the spirit land. 

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth . . . From one man he made 
every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and He determined the times set for them and the 
exact places where they should live. God did this so that 
men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though He is not far from us each one of us. ” 
(Acts 17:24-27) 

— Moses Jumper Jr. 


My heart dances for the Lord 


The law of the Lord 
Is in perfect timing 
There s never a doubt 
In my heart and in my soul 

Testimony for my Lord 
Is a light-always shining 
My heart daces with joy 
Happiness of happiness to behold 

My heart dances for the Lord 
Two step, dosey doe for joy 
My heart dances for the Lord 
My hope in Jesus, nothin ’ will destroy 


Your heart is waiting too 
For the same joy as I have 
Don ’t let it wait too long 
Or you ’ll lose it in world s turmoil 

Desire for God ’s Love is 
More than much fine gold 
God ’s love is sweater than honey 
Sweater than honeybee ’s toil 

Hem-m ung-ala-ka 
Cowbone 


Job Announcements 


Job Title: 

A-Built CAD Drafter 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hollywood, Housing 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 

Location: 

Hollywood, Utilities 

Salary: 

$25,500 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$16,640 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$28,000 w/benefits 







Job Title: 

Transporter 

Job Title: 

Medical Social Worker 

Job Title: 

Accounting Clerk/Junior 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Open Date: 

Feb. 14, 2001 


Accountant 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Family 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$16,432 w/benefits 


Services 

Location: 

Hollywood, Housing 



Salary: 

$37,000 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$20,800 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Counselor 





Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Permanent Sub. Teacher 

Job Title: 

Gaming Investigator 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Location: 

Brighton, Family 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Services 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Location: 

Hollywood, Gaming 

Salary: 

$37,000 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$12.50 per hr w/benefits 

Salary: 

$19,650 w/benefits 







Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Job Title: 

Speech Therapist 

Job Title: 

Gaming Inspector (5) 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31, 2001 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Building & 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Location: 

Hollywood, Gaming 


Grounds 

Salary: 

Negotiable w/benefits 

Salary: 

$28,000 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$14,560 w/benefits 


Depending on level of 






experience 

Job Title: 

Patient Accounts 

Job Title: 

Tribal Counselor 




Coordinator 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Job Title: 

Teachers Aide 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Family 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health/ 


Services 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 


Managed Care 

Salary: 

$20,300 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$13, 644 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$19,864 w/benefits 







Job Title: 

Tribal Outreach/Worker 

Job Title: 

Transporter 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Clerk 

Open Date: 

Feb. 14, 2001 

Open Date: 

Feb. 22, 2001 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Family 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Health 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health/ 


Services 

Salary: 

$16,432 w/benefits 


Managed Care 

Salary: 

$20,300 w/benefits 



Salary: 

$17,600 w/benefits 



Job Title: 

Teachers Aide 



Job Title: 

Custodian 


(3/4 yr. Class) 

Job Title: 

Records Retention Clerk 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Open Date: 

Feb. 7, 2001 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Location: 

Immokalee, Preschool 

Location: 

Hollywood, Accounting 

Salary: 

$15,600 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$18,150 w/benefits 

Salary: 

$18,700 w/benefits 







Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

If interested 

contact Human Resources at 

Job Title: 

Secretary 

Open Date: 

Jan. 31,2001 

967-3403 or fax resume to 967-3477. 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open BjsreK 
ai G&H SemhrjtH 


TOMMIE CANlfcJJJ 
Bp: pwaj 7&S-A11J; 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 
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The Last Time 

I n September of 1970, 1 was hanging out at Port 
Everglades Cut, diving for lobsters. After I 
caught my quota, I decided to take the long 
way around and look at the Stranahan House. So I 
took my boat up Ha shee he ma shee (New River) 
and to my surprise, as I spproached the familiar 
old building, there stood Mrs. Stranahan. 

Since I knew her fairly well, I yelled out 
to her and she recognized my face. She motioned 
to me to park my small 
motorboat at her dock. We 
carried on a conversation, 
talking about many people 
who were still alive or 
gone. I asked her if she 
wanted any lobsters and 
she took two. She invited 
me in on the porch for 
some soup. I can recall 
how frail she looked. 

Her eyesight was 
beginning to fail. She 
reminded me of Katherine 
Hepburn in the way that 
she tried to control her speech. But you could 
understand her very well. Her hair was gray and 
up in a perm - exactly the way she looked when I 
first remembered seeing her in my earliest years 
of life. I was about three years old, I recall. 

It was the last time I saw her alive. She 
died a few months later after a long life of public 
service to her community and the Seminole 
Indians. 

Mrs. Stranahan, Miss Sheldon, Mrs. 
Abbey and others formed an organization known 
as Friends of the Seminoles. Mrs. Stranahan may 
very well have been the first person to buy me the 
first real leather sole shoes for my feet. 

Many people my age on up were friends 
with Mrs. Stranahan and hold her dear to our 
hearts. She surrounded us with love, truth and the 
assurance that tomorrow will be good. And up to 
now it has been. And maybe our good fortune will 
continue. 

The only thing that made me mad about 
Mrs. Stranahan and Mrs. Abbey was they told my 
mother and grandmother never to buy me a bicy- 
cle. So I had to walk to school. Finally, on my 
12th birthday, Laura Mae and Max Osceola 
bought me a bicycle and I thought that was very 
cool. 

I found out years later that Mrs. Abbey 
had lost a child who was hit by a car while riding 
a bicycle and this was the reason they felt I 
shouldn’t have one. I didn’t understand it at the 
time. But I do now. 

I’m sure many of us Seminoles who will 
be attending the celebration will have our own 
special memories about Mrs. Stranahan. You can 
ask each one and they’ll probably have a different 
story to tell. 

Myself and other young men will pole 
long dugout canoes up to the dock to commemo- 
rate Mrs. Stranahan and the Stranahan House 100- 
year anniversary. This will probably be the first 
time since the early 1900s that Seminole Indians 
will be canoing up Ha shee he mah shee to visit 
the Stranahan House. 

It will be an interesting evening to see 
who is still with us and can remember Mrs 
Stranahan. She will forever live on in the minds of 
the Seminoles. We consider Fort Lauderdale and 
the surrounding areas as our home. 

— James E. Billie is publisher of the Seminole 
Tribune and Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida . 



Pithlachocco: 
Saved Again 

■ Logging, De-mucking Threats Thwarted 



By Peter B. Gallagher 

TALLAHASSEE 

— The lake the Seminole 
Indians called 
Pithlachocco (place of 
boats) ducked two more 
threats from state gov- 
ernment agencies, 
recently, further ensur- 
ing the protection of the 
world’s largest aborigi- 
nal canoe site. 

Responding to 
articles in the 
Seminole Tribune 
and threats of 
lawsuit from at 
least one environ- 
mental organization, 

state officials have reaf- 
firmed Gov. Jeb Bush’ decision of last August to 
halt controversial deadhead logging on Florida 
lakes, including Pithlachocco (Newnan’s Lake) 
east of Gainesville. Logging proponents had hoped 


See LAKE, page 11 



Early last century, Seminole Mammy Jumper poled tne New River to the Stranahan Trading Post. 

Tribal Canoes Will Cruise Two Events 

By Peter B. Gallagher 

When Seminole Indians first emerged 
from the isolation of the everglades and swamps 
of South Florida at the turn of the century, they 
found friendship and respect at two historic 
Florida trading posts. Ivy and Frank Stranahan of 
Fort Lauderdale and Ted Smallwood of 
Chokoloskee provided food, shelter, clothing and 
commerce to the Indians, during uncertain frontier 
times, at their respective establishments on either 
side of the River of Grass. 

This month, the Seminoles will take part 
in two colorful events that will recreate the past 
and honor the historic sites where Indian and 
white man first shook hands in Florida. 

Seminole Tribal Chairman James E. 

Billie will lead a flotilla of Seminole dugout 
canoes along Fort Lauderdale’s New River, 

Saturday March 24, in celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of Stranahan House. Then he will 
lead his musical band in a special concert for a 
$100 a plate audience at a gala dinner and concert 
beginning at 6 p.m. on the grounds of the 
Victorian mansion west of Las Olas Blvd. Guests 


can tour the House, which is now a museum and 
view the unimproved site, next door, where the 
Tribe and the City of Fort Lauderdale plan to con- 
struct a fabulous waterfront park named for the 
Seminoles and Stranahan. 

Then, a week later on Saturday March 
3 1 , the Chairman will lead Seminole canoes 
through The Ten Thousand Islands up to the 
Chokoloskee beach site of the Smallwood 
Trading Post for a day of fun, music and contests 
titled “Seminole Indian Day.” In addition to free 
admission to the store museum and the re-enact- 
ment of Indians arriving to trade pelts and plumes 
for flour and cloth, several Seminole style contests 
will be conducted (clothing, baby, motorcycles 
and arts and crafts). Slated to perform at the 10 a. 
m. to 6 p.m. event are Cowbone, Two Large Guys, 
Bobby Hicks, C.W. Colt, J. Robert, Hollywood 
Dave, Raiford Starke and Chief Jim Billie. 

For more information about Stranahan 
House call (954) 524-4736. The Smallwood Store 
can be reached at (941) 695-2989. Historian Patsy 
West has put together a package of stories about 
Stranahan House for Tribune readers on Page 3. 


New Audit Onlered 

Hard Rock 
Project Grinds 
Forward 

By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD — After more than a month of 
in- fighting, and questions over details of the financing and 
other agreements the Tribal Council had made with Hard 
Rock developers over the past nine months, the Council 
passed three resolutions on March 13 to move the project 
forward. 

The first resolution authorized the Tribe to seek a 
$40 million “bridge loan” to keep construction moving on 
the Hollywood development - the larger of the two proj- 
ects with its 750-room hotel, cafe and casino. The primary 
lender, AllFirst Bank, requires the Tribe to post $15 mil- 
lion in cash as collateral for a $30 million line of credit. A 
second lender, Commercial Financial Corp. of Maryland, 
an affiliate of Baltimore-based Power Plant Entertainment, 
has also agreed to approve a $10 million line of credit. 

Part of the lengthy resolution specifies that “upon 
closing of the AllFirst loan coupled with the construction 
that has already commenced on the Hollywood project, the 
pre-finance phase as that term is described in the develop- 
ment agreement and the financial services agreement shall 
end with respect to the Hollywood project.” 

See COUNCIL, page 9 


Tribal Council 
Shoots Down 
Gulfstream Jet 

By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribal Council 
voted 4- 1 this week to terminate an agreement to take 
delivery of a Gulfstream V corporate jet. Chairman James 
E. Billie cast the lone dissenting vote. 

The resolution said the move would cost about 
$3.5 million, including a $2 million charge by the compa- 
ny. Moments before, a different resolution to approve a 
$50 million financing package for the $42.5 million air- 
craft died before being submitted to a roll call vote. 

After the Chairman asked for a reading, Big 
Cypress Rep. David Cypress said, “I’m going to say ‘no’ 
anyway.” 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell Cypress added, “I have a 
problem with the $50 million.” 

With two “No” votes already declared, Billie 
asked for the resolution terminating the contract to be 
read. After a motion by David Cypress and a second by 
Max Osceola, it passed. 

The audience in the Council auditorium, which 
has seen their share of fireworks in recent months over 
licensing and financing of two Hard Rock 
Cafes/Hotels/Casinos in Tampa and Hollywood (see relat- 
ed story), was momentarily stunned. 

It was not clear how the Council’s decision would 

See JET, page 11 


State Agrees To Meet 
With Florida Tribes 


By Charles Flowers 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The State of Florida 
has agreed to meet with legal representatives of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians in mid-May, the Seminole Tribune has learned. 

The location has not been set, but the agenda is 
clear: negotiations that could lead to a gaming compact 
between the State and each of the two Tribes. If success- 
ful, those negotiations could end more than 12 years of 
costly litigation between the Seminole Tribe and the State 
of Florida over what role, if any, the State should play in 
regulating Tribal gaming in Florida. 

“I think they need to make a reasonable effort as 
though they want to meet with us,” Seminole General 
Counsel Jim Shore, said cautiously. “The only difference 
in a non-compacted state and a compacted state is the will- 
ingness of a lender to lend the money in that situation. . . . 
(If) a compact comes in later it will be developed in such a 
way that it can go to new games, Class III if it ever 
comes.” 

The meeting resulted from a letter sent to the 
Tribes in January covering the scope of gaming allowed 
under federal rules in Florida. The letter essentially certi- 
fied the games currently played at the five Seminole casi- 
nos in Hollywood, Coconut Creek, Immokalee, Brighton 
and Tampa, and the one Miccosukee casino in west 



See COMPACT, page 4 
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IMMM^IEditoriallmSlMa 


On Misinformation 


*James E. Billie 

It’s unfortunate that the Orlando Sentinel misinforms its 
readers about the Seminole Tribe’s land purchases in Osceola 
County. Even the local politicians seem misinformed. Maybe it’s 
just the Seminole Tribe who are intellectually and politically liter- 
ate about the law that Congress passed in 1987. 

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) is the law of 
the land and any reporters or politicians interested in gaming and 
trust land or any part of this Act need only call your Congressman 
and let him read you IGRA and what the Seminoles can and can 
not do when purchasing land in the United States. You will find 
we can purchase land anywhere in the United States and World 
where it is legal, just like any other citizen. 

The Partin Ranch borders Lake Tohopeliga (we will gath- 
er together here) and gives birth to the great Kissimmee. The 
name Kissimmee originated between the 1750s and 1850s when 
soldiers were pursuing Seminoles along the shore of Lake 
Tohopekaliga and commenced to massacre the Indians when a 
brave Seminole woman began screaming “Kish-a-me. No kill. 
Kish-a-me. No kill!” 

Miraculously, the soldiers did heed to her offer and this 
lady sacrificed herself to save the remaining Seminoles who 
escaped to the wild lands along the shores of what is now known 
as “kish-a-me” or Kissimmee River. 

This lake is also the origin of the Seminole’s legend of 
the Kissimmee River. It is about a man who eats a fish found in a 


hollow log away from the water. Though he is warned never to eat 
anything out of place, he eats the fish and turns into a huge snake. 
He crawls down to Okeechobee Lake and then to the Gulf, leav- 
ing a winding river in his path. 

The towns known as Orlando, Hollywood, Apopka, 
Leesburg, Ocala, Lakeland, Winter Haven, Winter Park, Mount 
Dora, Avon Park, all the way up to Gainesville are all areas where 
people known as Seminoles and Miccosukees and Tequestas - and 
many other groups of indigenous peoples - used to inhabit. 

We Seminoles purchase land for our use and we follow 
the zonings and proper permittings and strive for whatever is legal 
and available to the Seminole Tribe or any other citizen of the 
United States. When the proper time arrives and proper planning 
is in place, we will stand before the community like any other cit- 
izen and make our requests to be received or denied. 

We Seminoles are not down on our reservation con- 
demning the misinformed people, nor are we here to intimidate 
anyone or upset the members of the Central Florida community in 
any way. The majority of us are good of Southern Baptist God- 
fearing people. And I am a little embarassed under God’s eyes 
about what I’ve been reading in the Sentinel. 

We invite our neighbors in Osceola County to visit and 
get to know us for who we really are and not to judge us by the 
writings and ravings of the misinformed. Sho naa bish. 

— James E. Billie has been publisher of the Seminole Tribune 
and Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida since 1979. 


Unwise Business? 


*Seminole Tribune 

“What kind of wise business decision is that?” Chairman 
James Billie asked after the Tribal Council voted 4-1 to terminate 
an agreement that called for the delivery of a nearly $50 million 
piece of aluminum called a Gulfstream V. 

On its face, it was not a great call. Giving up an estimat- 
ed $3.5 million — which a mere 12 years ago would have consti- 
tuted one-third of the Tribe’s annual budget - for essentially noth- 
ing. Plus the loss of face and credibility that breaking a contract 
always means. Such deeds send shudders of doubt through other 
prospective partners. Then there are the costs - and potential mil- 
lion-dollar losses - associated with holding onto the Gulfstream 
IV, the older, smaller corporate jet the Tribe was set to sell as soon 
as the financing package was approved. 

Council observers were perplexed. But maybe they did- 
n’t look deeply enough. 

The problem with the Gulfstream V financing was all 
about timing, and the tendency of governmental bodies to act like 
Old Testament Lords - they giveth and taketh away. 


At the previous Council meeting, after a rancorous month 
of accusations and prophecies of doom, the Council approved the 
most ambitious development and financing plan in its 44-year his- 
tory - $300 million worth of Hard Rock Cafe/Hotel/Casino com- 
plex in Hollywood, and about another $ 1 00 million for Tampa. 

So far-reaching in its scope and potential, the Hard Rock 
plan grew like an amoeba, leaving no Tribal business, loan or eco- 
nomic enterprise unaffected. Loans and raises were suspended. 
Travel and other normal costs of doing business began to require 
expertise in forehand dentistry. Budgets were cut, including those 
of voting Councilmen. 

Finally, on March 13, the Council gave its blessing to the 
Hard Rock it had seemingly blessed before. The following 
Tuesday, they took away their blessing from the Gulfstream V, a 
purchase they had previously endorsed. 

It may have had less to do with the merits than the mar- 
riage. 

— The Seminole Tribune is the official newspaper of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


What About The Drums? 


^Herman Begay 

My family and I have worked and traveled with Douglas 
Spotted Eagle, as a part of Voices of Native America and Native 
Rites dance groups and many of you may know me. I would like 
to say what is in my heart and on my mind. 

In April of 1999 I was asked to travel to Gathering of 
Nations Powwow in Albuquerque, NM. I’m a singer and dancer in 
the powwow circle and my excitement was to see all the drum 
groups and dancers coming together from all over the world. 
Starting at noon and ending at around 2 a.m. for two days, Doug , 
Herwin (my son) and I recorded. At the time Doug was heavily 
involved in the release of the Voices CD so he asked me and my 
son to go through all the songs recorded and select what we 
thought was good. 

After taking the recording equipment back to my house 
we listened to about 150 songs and we picked 16 songs of the pop- 
ular groups and also groups which we believed to have songs with 
spirit and emotion that made the dancers dance. It was a very hard 
decision because all the Drum groups were excellent. This process 
took about four or five months. 

We returned our selections back to Doug and he showed 
us how to master it at the Native Restoration Studio, which we 
did; that turned out to be the easy part. A record was produced by 
Tom Bee’s Sound of America Records (SOAR) “Gathering Of 
Nations.” 

Then; we received an e-mail informing us that this CD 
had won a Native American Music Award (NAMMY). We 
received another e-mail informing us of the nomination in the 


Native American Category of the GRAMMY. I felt good about the 
awards because of my hard work on the album but my emotions 
were mixed because I started to wonder if the Drum groups on the 
album had been notified and wondered where they fit in with all 
this recognition. 

In my opinion the lead singer of each Drum group on the 
album should have been invited so when the GRAMMY was 
awarded there would have been a presence of Native Americans. 

I want everyone to know that when I worked on this 
album I did it out of respect and honor for the very talented and 
gifted Native American Powwow Singer and Song makers. As of 
today I do not have a NAMMY or GRAMMY in my house even 
though my name is right next to Douglas Spotted Eagle. No big- 
ger, no smaller. 

I felt I needed to express my feeling because I have yet 
to see the names of the Drum groups and only a lot of focus on one 
individual. This makes me wonder if everyone is aware of 
whatype of music is on this album. 

I believe the awards should have gone to the Drum 
groups (The Tribe, Wild Horse, Sage Point, Seekaskootch, 
Southern Cree, White Clay, Stoney Park, The Boyz, Fly’n Eagle, 
Bear Springs, High Noon, Maskquaki Nation, MGM, Painted 
Horse, Northern Cree, Trail Mix). 

They are the true producers of these songs. My intentions 
are not to diminish the recognition given to or the accomplishment 
of Tom Bee or Douglas Spotted Eagle. For what it is worth, this is 
what I need to get off my chest. 

— Herman Begay is a powwow drummer and music producer. 
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6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 
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Editor: 

I’m looking for a copy of an out 
of print book titled “Basic Seminole 
Piercing.” I am learning the technique and 
need more information. If someone in the 
community has a copy and would be will- 
ing to sell it, please e-mail me. Thank you. 

Kaye Gray, Naples, Kgray4736@aol.com 

Editor: 

Hello, I am a resident of Maine 
who recently discovered the beautiful 
patchwork designs of the Seminole tribe. I 
am very excited about this art and would 
like to obtain patterns for designs, quilts, 
clothing, or any other items. Are there 
experts on this subject that I could corre- 
spond with or books I could buy? I dearly 
love to quilt and would love to learn 
about Seminole work. The bright, simplis- 


tic color placements are very inspiring to 
me. I hope there is someone out there who 
could help me. 

Grace Jaqua, chickadee04976@yahoo.com 

Chief Billie: 

My most heartfelt thanks goes to 
you and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, for 
the beautiful arrangement of flowers at 
the funeral of my great uncle, Tom 
Palmer. As a former Chairman of the 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, his contri- 
butions to his people were many. His last 
conversation with me, concerned the 
Seminoles of Florida. He had hoped that 
we could be viewed as all the same fami- 
ly. I had explained that my flutes were 
well received and I was treated with 
equality. The arrangement was further 
proof to the family that the future of all 


Seminoles is at the heart of Chief Billie. 
LisaJean Mann, Seminole Herbs/Arrow Flutes 

Editor: 

This was very informative. Was 
looking for the St. Pete DNA happening 
and found much more. Was at your muse- 
um a couple years ago and it was remark- 
able. Thanks for the experience. 

Becky Cushing, Kissimmee, sasacush@prodigy 

Editor: 

I just wanted to tell you that I 
found your website very interesting to 
read. I am glad you are in the lemon tree 
business. I would love to see lemon trees, 
but living in Nova Scotia I have never had 
the chance. Long may the Seminole 
Nation thrive. 

Catherine Young, Halifax, NS, Canada 
catherine.young@dal.ca 





Ka wa yet oken eshkepek ka yo le chou 


Precious Life’s Lesson 


M ore precious than diamonds or 
gold or any mundane substances 
and materials is a life, whether it 
be the life of an unborn infant or a long 
lived adult. This is a lesson taught us 
Seminoles very recently. 

On a typical win- 
ter Friday afternoon - 
sunny in South Florida - I 
officiated a funeral for 
Cayman Jay Cypress 
Frye: “A beautiful little 
baby boy was bom pre- 
maturely and passed away 
shortly after birth,” his 
grandmother Jeanette 
said. 

His parent’s 
names are Danielle 
Jumper and Charles Frye. 

He had three living grand- 
mothers: Grandmother 
Jeanette Cypress, Great 
Grandmother Agnes Cypress, and Great 
Great Grandmother Susie Jim Billie. 

Baby Cayman came to this world 
and brought us much happiness, although 
his stay was very short. We cried because 
we loved him and we miss him very 
much. “Parting is such a sweet sorrow” 
but reunions are much sweeter. I know 
that the baby is in Heaven just bursting 
and overwhelmed with excitement know- 
ing that he will see his Mom and Dad one 
day in Heaven when that day comes. 

David in the Bible said “I cannot 
bring him back but I can go to him.” It is 
our prayer that God’s Salvation does not 
pass us by. 

I sang for little Cayman a Charlie 
Daniels country classic Little Folks and it 
seemed very appropriate. Leroy King and 
his wife sang Sweet By and By. It was 
sad as we bid farewell to baby Cayman. 
We gave our first and last farewell hand- 
shake by sprinkling sand over his little 
tiny casket, lowered into the grave.. 

A beautiful array of flowers 
donned the little grave as we stood and 
breathed our goodbyes to Cayman. The 
blue sky above us seemed to say “this is 
not the end, this is only for a little while.” 

I wrote a song for my 
Granddaughter Kirsten, but, I don’t think 
she would mind sharing it with Cayman: 
It’s called “You’re My Little Angel” 

You ’re my little angel 
You put gladness in my heart 
You're my little angel 
You put gladness in my heart 

Ev'ryday I want to hold you 
In my arms 

There's no other way that can 
Keep us apart 

You're my little angel 

You can cuddle up to my heart 

You're my little angel 

You can cuddle up to my heart 

You're my little angel 
You put joy in my heart 
You're my little angel 
You put joy in my heart 

N ot long after we said goodbye to 
baby Cayman, another precious 
Seminole life ended, though this 
man had been fortunate to live for 57 
years. “I fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course. I have kept the faith,” II 
Timothy 4:6 So, once again we gathered 
at the cemetery to bid farewell to a life- 
long Tribal citizen and resident of the 
Brighton Reservation. 

Fred Osceola parted from this 
walk of life and went to Heaven on March 
9, 2001. His body was laid to rest at Big 
Cypress Cemetery on the afternoon of 
March 12, 2001. He was a wonderful lov- 


ing husband, father, and grandfather. He 
had sons and daughters and grandchil- 
dren. In his eulogy, Wonder Johns spoke 
of how Fred loved and taught his children 
about the ways of life: raising cattle, bas- 
ketball, football and boxing. But most of 
all he showed his love and 
care for his children to love 
God and church. 

Fred was a innovator 
and motivator. He taught his 
own children to be at their 
best both physically and 
spiritually. “He also exhort- 
ed other people to care for 
themselves - so they can be 
in good health,” Howard 
Micco, said. 

Fred’s dad and mother 
were both servants of God. 
Billy Osceola was the First 
Southern Baptist preacher 
among the Seminole Indians 
in Florida. He was also the first Chairman 
of the Seminole Tribe. People like Fred 
Osceola made the Seminole Tribe what it 
is today. 

Fred and his brother Jesse used 
to come to Big Cypress on many occa- 
sions; their father brought his family with 
him when he was preaching at Big 
Cypress First Baptist Church (those were 
the good old days, yes it was). After 
church many of us boys played basketball 
across the road from the church. The goal 
was a make shift basket made from toma- 
to basket nailed to a tree, but, we sure had 
lots of fun. 

Fred was a stout, powerful young 
man. I believe he had the stature for a 
football player but he didn’t limit himself 
to one sport was good in all sports that he 
played. I remember when he’d steal the 
ball with his quick hands. I believe that’s 
why he was a good trainer and coach in 
the sport of boxing. 

Fred had been a diabetic for a 
long time (as many of us are in the 
Seminole Tribe). He did the best he could 
to live with it. Many times he would 
encourage other people to be careful with 
their diet. 

Today, Fred is in Heaven where 
there are no more sorrows and pain, 
where there is no more suffering and no 
more tears. Jesus said, “where I am there 
you will be also” John 14:3. 

Carolyn Crenshaw taught us the 
other night at First Seminole Baptist 
Church in Hollywood “there is no last 
goodbye for Christians”.Fred Osceola, 
baby Cayman and many more are waiting 
in Heaven for you and I. 

Hem-mun-ala-ka 


— Cowbone is Seminole singer and 
songwriter Paul Buster 



Fred Osceola 1943 — 2001 



Editor: 

The LaBrees would like to thank 
you for the wonderful “The Legend of 
Artist Guy LaBree” insert of the Seminole 
Tribune\ Colin Kenny did a great job of 
writing. His research dedication was obvi- 
ous and we loved the Raiford touch about 
‘The Pallett!’ 

Thanks to Melissa Sherman for 
the art layout and Pete Gallagher for the 
final touch. Double-appreciation from us 
to Mr. G for coordinating the reception in 
St. Petersburg the evening of Feb. 2. His 
choosing Moses Jumper Jr. as emcee and 


poet was excellent and we hope you will 
print a copy of his poem in the Tribune so 
those who were unable to attend can share 
it. 

Alan Jumper’s monologue was 
touching and funny. We love you too, 
Alan! Frank Thomas singing “The 
Barefoot Artist,” with Colin’s back-up 
was cool, and the Seminole Youth 
Dancers were priceless. 

We appreciate Betty Mae 
Jumper’s attending and speaking about 
Guy and the books. 

The Guy LaBree Family, Arcadia 
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Reflections By Patsy West 



READY TO TRADE Seminoles in dugout canoes on their way to Stranahan’s House on the New River. CA 1904. 


Cloning The Canoe 


H alf a century has passed since cypress dugout 

canoes served as the major method of transporta- 
tion for the Seminoles of southern Florida. Most 
canoes were left on the banks of rivers or pulled up to 
landings in remote camps where they eventually rotted 
from disuse as their owners opted for Model T Fords. 

While a few Seminole canoes continue to be 
made by a dwindling number of Seminole artisans today 
and are used as teaching tools and in cultural exhibitions, 
one type of canoe that will come down New River is 
very significant to Broward County’s maritime history, 
the history of Stranahan House, and to the Seminole 
Tribe. 

In 1927, Dr. Ray W. Burch, a local dentist, 
found a beautifully hewn 30-foot long Seminole canoe 
abandoned on the shore of New River “several blocks 
west of S. W. 7th Avenue.” Burch (no relation to Tom 
Burch of “wet blade” fame) left information that appears 
to tie the canoe to the family of Annie Jumper Tommie 
who, by the mid 1920’s, lived on the North Fork of New 
River. Burch took the abandoned canoe home and in 
1951 he painstakingly began its restoration. 


In 1952 the canoe was given to a local park. 
Unfortunately it was initially left outside and again began 
to weather. It was donated, in the early 1970s, to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Exposed to the elements once 
again, the canoe further deteriorated. By the 1980s, 
Chairman Billie realized that drastic measures were nec- 
essary in order to preserve the integrity of the (by then) 
fragile canoe. He had it fiberglassed. He then had several 
molds pulled off the original canoe. 

Clones of this canoe, one of the most valuable 
of the Seminole Tribe’s cultural artifacts, will be used in 
the Seminoles’ reenactment at the Stranahan Trading Post 
March 24 and at Ted Smallwood’s Store in Chokoloskee 
March 3 1 . This canoe has traveled a remarkable route 
since it was carved from a huge cypress tree and 
launched on New River for its maiden voyage. In fact, it 
would not be surprising if it, like Stranahan House, was 
100 years old! 

The original Jumper/Tommie canoe now resides 
in the Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 
Okalee Village on the Hollywood Reservation. 


Trading On The River 



Stranahan’s Trading Post faced the New River. The home is now a museum. 


T he City of Fort Lauderdale 
owes much of its history in 
the latter decades of the 1 9th 
century to the lucrative trade in 
furs, alligator hides, and plumes 
with the Seminole Indians. 

Even before Frank 
Stranahan arrived in 1893, the his- 
toric site on New River had been 
established as a maritime trade 
area. Near this site, the Bay 
Biscayne Stage Line would estab- 
lish their ferry across New River, 
the Stranahan Trading Post would 
be built, and Frank and Ivy would 
build Stranahan House, now cele- 
brating its 100 th year. 

At this site “on a certain 
moon” in 1887, the trading 
schooner Cornelia would arrive at 
New River from Jacksonville 
loaded with trade goods and fresh- 
ly brewed whiskey. It would move 
up river and anchor. The area 
Seminoles would be waiting on the 
shore. As trading got underway, 
the Seminole men would unload salted and rolled alliga- 
tor hides, egret plumes and alligator teeth. Hides would 
be measured against a rule on the side of the boat. The 
women would come aboard to examine the calico dress 
goods and beads. Sacks of grits, rice, and corn meal, and 
1 00 -pound bags of salt for curing hides were always in 
demand. Goods were purchased by the trader in 
Jacksonville and Nassau, Bahamas. 

In 1893, Frank Stranahan was hired as the man- 
ager of the Bay Biscayne Stage Line Camp and the New 
River ferry. He met the family of Old John Jumper who 
lived on the river nearby in the Coolie Hammock area. 
When Stranahan established his trading establishment on 
the river, he provided thoughtful accommodations for his 
clients. A boat slip allowed the Indian families to dock 
off the fast moving river and load and unload their sup- 
plies at a quay. A shelter was also provided for overnight 
visits, but most camped near a slough near the present 
day Broward County library. 

The fall of 1900 was a great season for alligator 
hunting. In October Stranahan received 2,000 alligator 
hides from Seminole hunters and 
expected to have another 1,200 - 
1,500 from their November hunt. A 
settler recalled that in one day 
Stranahan might pay out as much as 
$1,500 for alligator hides, alligator 
eggs, baby alligators; furs of otter, 


raccoon, and fox. The Seminoles’ needs in 1900 were 
cloth, hand-cranked sewing machines, coffee, lanterns, 
rifles and ammunition, salt; skinning knives, draw knives 
for large woodworking projects, axes, and cross-cut saws. 

It was recalled that the Seminole women bought 
their prized blue-spackled-ware enameled cooking pots 
and pans from Stranahan’s. Sundry items purchased were 
fancy straw hats, bowler hats, vests, gold and silver- 
washed fobs and chains; beads and earrings for the 
women; candy and early sodas. All of these items arrived 
in heavy crates and boxes, salt and flour. Employees 
from some of Fort Lauderdale’s first settlers, white and 
black, tallied the goods and carted them to storage. 

The area families of Robert Osceola, Charlie 
Willie, Old Charlie, and the Jumper/Tommies were regu- 
lar customers while others came from as far away as the 
Big Cypress and Okeechobee. Imagine how the news 
spread that Frank Stranahan had a new shipment of trade 
goods! In a few hours’ time, the news would have 
reached the big Seminole settlements located at Pine 
Island, Long Key and Big City Island in the Everglades 
west of New River. By the next day, 
canoes could be seen, 30 or 40, filled 
with families, their dogs in the bow, sail- 
ing eastward on the river toward the 
Stranahan Trading Post. 


— Author Patsy West is a Fort 
Lauderdale based Historian who 
founded the Seminole/Miccosukee 
Photographic Archives . 


Hangin’ With Mrs. Stranahan 


have known Mrs. Stranahan since I was about five 
years old. She taught me lots of things that I didn’t 
know about in the white man’s world. She taught me 
Sunday School and read the Bible to me. Mother made 
us all take a bath 
and change into 
clean clothes 
before we went 
to Mrs. 

Stranahan’s. 

We’d take a 
bucket of water 
from the pump, dip the water out and soap up. Mother 
would drop us off at a movie 
on Las Olas Blvd. on Saturday 
afternoon. We would see the 
movie twice, then walk over to 
Mrs. Stranahan’s house. 

It was interesting 
because Mrs. Stranahan could- 
n’t climb the stairs in her 
house. She sat on a chair and 
pulled something and it lifted 
her up and down. There was a 
porch all around the house and 
we would sit in chairs and 
look at the river. We would 
yell to the people on the boats, 

“Where you going?” A lot of 
the boat people knew us and 
they’d come near shore and 
throw us candy. Sometimes 


ladies would bring Mrs. Stranahan used clothes for us 
kids. 

Mrs. Stranahan would give us a big bowl of 
soup for supper.We’d fight for the couch. Who ever got 
there first got it! We would all sleep in the living room of 
her house: Mary Bowers, Agnes Parker, Mary (Charlotte) 
Tommie, Willie Tommie, George Huff (Storm), Okay 
Tommie, Moses Jumper, and sometimes Juanita Billie, 
Annie and Agnes Billie, and Elizabeth Buster. 

Sunday morning after breakfast Mrs. Stranahan 
would take us home to the reservation and teach Sunday 
School at the old wooden church by the road. She taught 
us right from wrong and how to behave when we went 

places. She was a great influ- 
ence in our lives. She 
explained to us the 23rd and 
the 100th Psalms and worked 
with us so that we could 
memorize them. 

We only stopped 
going to Mrs. Stranahan’s 
when we went away to school 
at Cherokee, North Carolina.” 
— Betty Mae Jumper was the 
first Seminole to graduate 
from high school and only 
elected Chairwoman of the 
Seminole Tribe (1967-1971), 
She was awarded an 
Honorary Doctorate of 
Humane Letters from Florida 
State University, 
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Betty Mae (middle) sings at Stranahan Park. 


Ivy Stranahan: Friend Of The Seminole 



E ducation was all-important to Ivy 

Stranahan. Coming to the frontier com- 
munity of Fort Lauderdale in latter 1899 
from Lemon City (North Miami) as a newly 
certified teacher, she had only begun to realize 
her dream of teaching when she married Frank 
Stranahan in 1900. In those days women had 
to quit professions such as teaching when they 
married. 

While Frank Stranahan took his life 
in the New River during the Great Depression, 
Ivy threw herself deeper into Seminole wel- 
fare projects, especially those involving chil- 
dren. In 1934 she began an organization called 
the Friends of the Seminoles which was £ 

important for making known the Seminoles’ © 
needs and accomplishments in local newspa- 3 
pers. © 

Throughout the 1930s she continued a 

to encourage Seminole children to seek the ■§ 
benefits of education. She enticed them with a | 
Camp Fire Girls program, Easter egg hunts | 
and parties at the beach. ^ 

So it must have been a most happy ® 
day for Ivy Stranahan when, some 35 years 
later, she would be told by a young, deter- | 
mined Seminole teenager named Betty Tiger $ 
that she wanted a formal education. As soon 
as the Seminole’s Special Commissioner 
arranged to send Betty to Indian Boarding 
School at Cherokee, North Carolina with 
Betty’s cousin Mary Parker and brother 
Howard Tiger, Mrs. Stranahan sprang into action 
gathering up warm clothing, shoes, and spending 
money for the first Seminole students aided by 
her affiliate organizations, the Fort Lauderdale 
Women’s Club and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 

Betty kept up a strong correspondence 
with her friend and mentor Ivy Stranahan during 
the long and sometimes lonely school years. 
What a sense of fulfillment Ivy Stranahan must 
have experienced as Betty Mae Tiger (Jumper) 
and Agnes Parker graduated. The young women 
then continued their education at nursing school 
with Betty returning] to Florida to help her own 
Seminole people. 

When the Seminoles faced termination 
as a tribe by the United States government in 
1952, Ivy Stranahan was ill, but supportive. She 
sent letters to Washington in opposition to the 
termination efforts. With strong backing from 
avid supporters such as Ivy Stranahan, the 
Seminole Tribe escaped forced termination and 
was allowed to move toward formal Tribal 
organization. 

As Seminole students came home to 
Hollywood Reservation Boarding Schools and as 
Seminole students were finally admitted to local 
schools, Ivy Stranahan and the other club women 
became aware of another situation. The children 
were learning that there were amenities that they 
enjoyed in school, but that they did not have on 
the reservation. There was no warmth in their 
open-air chickees in the winter, no running water 
and flush toilets, and little electricity. Greater 
Fort Lauderdale was experiencing growth, so the 


Ivy Stranahan taught Sunday school and helped 
collect shoes, clothes and even houses for Seminoles. 

timing was right for the club womens’ clever 
strategy. They sent out pleas in the newspaper 
asking for the donation of unwanted cottages that 
would fill the reservations’ housing needs. At 
night electrical wires were raised and the little 
wooden houses were trucked down the streets of 
Fort Lauderdale and Pompano on their way out 
to the Hollywood Reservation. 

The next challenge was for the 
Seminole families to obtain funds to make the 
necessary renovations and improvements on their 
new homes such as plumbing, electrical service, 
kitchen appliances. They were not eligible to get 
loans because they lived on federal reservations 
and therefore did not own the property. The 
Friends of the Seminoles and the local club 
women took pledges from an enthusiastic com- 
munity in order to set up a revolving fund that 
would allow Seminole families to draw loans 
from a special account. 

Ivy Stranahan, then up in years, old 
some real estate and placed that money in the 
revolving fund. These efforts, which resulted in 
houses, roads, and eventually a subdivision on 
the reservation, aided the Seminoles significantly 
as they moved toward Tribal organization. 

Indeed, the government was very impressed with 
their progress and the Tribe achieved formal 
recognition as the Seminole Tribe of Florida in 
1957. 

Ivy Stranahan, or organizations that she 
founded, supported, or sponsored, provided a 
personalized approach to Seminole welfare, a 
valuable project to which she dedicated her life 
from her base of operations at Stranahan House. 



Ivy and Frank Stranahan share a moment in the sun. This was Fort Lauderdale in the 1920s 


Old Annie Jumper Tommie 


O ld Annie, born in 1856, lived at 
Pine Island west of Fort 
Lauderdale. She came to live 
with her family on the North Fork of 
the river. Hers was the last Seminole 
camp within the city limits of Fort 
Lauderdale. It was there that Annie 
and her family were frequently visited 
by Ivy Stranahan as she attempted to 
interest the children in learning to 
read. The city fathers wanted the 
Seminole camp to move away as Fort 
Lauderdale grew. In fact, the Tommies 
did not own their homesite and it was 
only a matter of time until the proper- 
ty was sold and the family was evict- 
ed. 

The Dania (now Hollywood) 
Reservation was opened in 1926. It 
was largely due to Ivy Stranahan’s 
efforts that the reservation was not uti- 
lized only for “sick and indigent 
Indians” but established as a perma- 
nent haven for Seminole families. Not 
willing to wait for Annie’s family to 
face eviction from their campsite, Mrs. 
Stranahan drove Old Annie and her 
family to inspect the property at 
Dania. 

She then persuaded them to 
leave the North Fork camp and take 
up residence at the reservation (which 
was actually the site of one of their 
old seasonal campsites, Big City 
Island). The Jumper/Tommies became 
the first residents of the newly-created 
reservation. 



Old Annie had roots in Fort Lauderdale. CA 1922. 
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Fort Clinch: Forgotten Platoon Survived Attack In Isolated Post 


During the Seminole Wars ( 1817-1858 ), the 
United States Army built forts across the peninsula 
of Florida. In this exclusive, ongoing Seminole 
Tribune series, correspondent Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon reports on the role these forts played in the 
battles that were - in their time - the longest and 
most costly military campaigns ever fought by the 
United States. 

By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

INGLIS — On the morning of April 1 1 , 
1836, at a little before dawn, Seminole Indians 
attacked the men at a blockhouse on the 
Withlacoochee River. Unaware, they had been sur- 
rounded by 150 to 200 Seminoles the soldiers only 
discovered their plight upon hearing the sounds of 
shooting. 

“The engagement lasted one hour and three 
quarters,” recounted a Dr. Lawrence, who was pres- 
ent at the siege and recounted the attack in a letter 
which appeared in Samuel G. Drake’s Aboriginal 
Races of North America. 

After beating off the attack, the blockhouse 
was safe. But the men were 
unaware the outside world did not 
know they were stationed at the 
mouth of the Withlacoochee. 

“On Jan. 21, 1836, Maj. 

Gen. Winfield Scott commanding 
the army of the East, was left in 
charge of Florida,” writes Tom 
Knotts in History of the 
Blockhouse on the Withlacoochee , 

( Florida Historical Quarterly Vol. 

49). 

“By the time he arrived to 
Florida in March, he had devel- 
oped a plan which he hoped would end the war. 

There were three forces available in Florida: One at 
Fort Drane, another at Fort Brooke, and a third at 
Volusia. Each was supposed to move toward the cove 
of the Withlacoochee where it was believed the 
enemy would be entrapped and defeated.” 

Maj. Gen. Scott placed Maj. John 
McLemore in charge of logistics. He proceeded to 
write to Col. James Gadsden and informed him that 
at McLemore ’s post, which was Fort Dabney in 
Suwanee Old Town, there were stores and a boat, 
which could be used for the transport of the supplies 
on the Withlacoochee. 

“The letter was received on March 22 or 23, 
and answered March 25,” writes Knotts. “Gadsden 
was very explicit and covered the situation thorough- 
ly in his communication. He pointed out the three 
armies would probably meet near the cove by March 
29 or 30. McLemore was to rendezvous by March 30, 
but if no contact was made by April 4, he could with- 
draw, since the forces would then be moving south.” 

The company, which would man the post on 
the Withlacoochee, was a militia from Jefferson 
County. The officers under McLemore ’s command 
were James M. K. Hollaman, captain; Joseph 
McCants, first lieutenant; L. B. Walker, second lieu- 
tenant; and Samuel W. Barrington, third lieutenant. 
The group also had 55 privates, two musicians and a 
commissary. 

“Under the direction of Maj. McLemore,” 
writes Samuel Pasco author of Jefferson County, 
Florida 1827-1910, Part II, which appeared in 
Florida Historical Quarterly VII, “12 beeves were 
driven up and slaughtered and kiln-dried and 600 or 
700 bushels of corn were collected. These provisions 
were loaded on a barge 90 feet long and a flat, with 
barricades as a protection against the Indians. 

“The detachment proceeded safely to the 
mouth of the river and coasted along the Gulf coast to 
the mouth of the Withlacoochee, where they expected 
to meet Gen. Scott or a courier from him with orders. 
Volley guns were fired in accordance with a pre- 
arranged signal, but there was no response and they 
continued on their way up the river in accordance 
with their orders and repeated the signal at the place 
where further instructions were looked for but again 
there was no response.” 

What Gadsden had not realized was the 
length of time it would take for the letter to arrive to 
McLemore and then for him to proceed to the mouth 
of the Withlacoochee. He arrived by April 4, but by 
then all the troops had already left on their mission 
with Gen. Scott to scour the Withlacoochee. 

“April 4 was the last day he (McLemore) 
was supposed to remain in the area unless he received 
orders to the contrary,” says Pasco. “McLemore, 
however, decided to construct a blockhouse and to 
leave a force of approximately 40 men; thinking, per- 
haps, such an armed fortification eventually would be 
of some assistance to the army. 

The men went to work on the fortification 
on April 4, 1836. 

“They selected a suitable location on the 
south side of the river about twenty miles from its 


mouth,” says Pasco. “And commenced to build a 
blockhouse for sheltering the provisions and defend- 
ing themselves against attack. The walls were raised 
eight feet high that night before they slept and it was 
finished in seven days with a covering of pine bark.” 

While the blockhouse was being built, there 
was no sign of Seminoles. All was quiet. The block- 
house was completed on April 10. McLemore left and 
promised he would return to relieve the men at the 
post in seven to eight days. 

But, fate was against the men. McLemore 
arrived at Suwanee Old Town, but was stricken with 
a fever and died shortly thereafter. No one knew the 
blockhouse existed and the men who had arrived 
with him at Suwanee were discharged and left with- 
out telling anyone of the men at the Withlacoochee. 

“We had just completed building the block- 
house, and dug out a spring near the edge of the 
fort,” recalled Dr. Lawrence. 

Monday, April 1 1 was when the Seminoles 
attacked. The battle lasted till about 1 1 a.m. and 
then the Seminoles retreated. 

“The attack was renewed after dark,” 

writes Pasco. “They (Seminoles) 
built fires 200 or 300 yards from 
the blockhouse in all directions 
and the war whoop sounded all 
through the night. The fighting 
commenced again the next morn- 
ing and lasted four or five hours.” 

On April 13, Eli Sealy 
was killed during the morning 
attack by an Indian rifle fired 
from the opposite side of the 
river. 

“On April 15, we were 
attacked by a body of the savages 
who had completely surrounded us,” wrote Dr. 
Lawrence. “We computed the number 4 to 500, 
though we have since heard Powell (Osceola) had 
1,000 to 1,500 of them. This was the hottest 
engagement we had during our stay on the 
Ouithlacoochee (Withlacoochee). They fired their 
guns by hundreds at the same moment at our block- 
house, and succeeded in taking our only means of 
escape, our boat - which they took down the river 
and destroyed after the battle.” 

The battle lasted close to three hours and 
three men were injured. The Seminoles took the flat 
boat, cut it in pieces and rejoiced around it all night. 
Most of the Seminoles had concentrated in this area 
since they were aware Gen. Clinch was scouring the 
Withlacoochee looking for them. Osceola, whom the 
white men called Powell, was one of the Seminole 
war chiefs present during the attack on the block- 
house. 

“Osceola had begun life in the Creek coun- 
try of Alabama,” says John Mahon author of History 
of the Second Seminole War. “At the time of his birth 
his mother was married to a white man named 
Powell, but there is no evidence Osceola was 
Powell’s son. He did have white blood in his veins, 
his great-grandfather, was the redoubtable Scotsman, 
James McQueen. 

“In 1818 Osceola’s family settled among the 
Tallahassees, where he grew to young manhood 
known as Tallahassee Tustenuggee. He was a little 
below common height, elegantly formed, with small 
hands and feet, and he displayed great skill in all 
physical games. His face was described as thoughtful 
and cunning, with piercing eyes, chiseled lips, and 
having a mild, sweet expression.” 

The attack continued with the Seminoles 
being led by Osceola. 

“On the 24th they fired blazing arrows into 
the roof and set it on fire,” writes Pasco, “while they, 
the Seminoles, poured volleys of bullets against the 
house. The only water with which to extinguish the 
burning roof was a hole by the side of the blockhouse 
and this was available only at high tide. The water 
was drawn from this hole in a quart tin bucket tied to 
a line. The Indians directed their shots against the line 
and the bucket but the fire was extinguished before it 
injured the main body of the building.” 

During the attack three men were wounded 
and the men at the blockhouse believed they killed 40 
to 50 Indians. This was never confirmed. 

“Capt. Holloman saw the necessity of pro- 
tecting the water supply,” added Pasco. “So on the 
3rd of May, he arranged to have a few posts set up in 
the edge of the river in a ditch, which had already 
been dug. While he (Holloman) was thus engaged (in 
having the posts built), Captain Holloman was shot in 
the back of the neck and instantly killed. The work 
was abandoned, and at night the body was taken into 
the blockhouse, sewed up in some tent cloth with 
rocks to sink it and put in the river. It was not safe to 
attempt any other mode of burial.” 

The Seminoles kept attacking the men at dif- 
ferent intervals. But this was not the soldier’s only 
concern. They were running low on provisions, food 


and ammunition. 

“The officers were 2 1 days living on com, 
without salt or meat, and the men about 28 days,” 
says Knotts. “The casualties at the blockhouse were 
light considering the amount of fighting that took 
place over a period of six weeks. 

“Apparently while the three wings of the 
army were searching west-central Florida, according 
to General Scott’s plan, many of the Indians normally 
found in that area were on the banks of the lower 
Withlacoochee harassing the small band at the block- 
house. 



Gen. Winfield Scott set the plan in motion. 


“The troops, after a month of this continual 
attack, knew plans had miscarried since Maj. 
McLemore had not returned as he had promised. 
Ammunition and food were almost exhausted; the 
com was moldy from exposure to the rain.” 

They felt they were left to their luck. Lt. 
Walker, who was in charge after the death of Capt. 
Holloman, decided it was time to try to contact the 
outside world. On May 1 0, three men were picked by 
a lot to go for help. They were Sgt. John M. Leek, 
John Rogers, and John Riley. 

The three men escaped the fort in a leaky 
canoe and reached the Suwannee, but once the 
Seminoles spotted them they headed in a northwester- 
ly direction, arriving finally at St. Marks about May 
20. They informed Gen. Leigh Read. He immediately 
raised an army of 80 men and went to their rescue in 
the Minerva, a large barge. 

“On May 22, they reached the mouth of the 
Withlacoochee and at night ran the boat up the river 
to the blockhouse,” says Pasco. “The boat made a lot 
of noise as it went up the river. The soldiers had to 
get up into the timber on the banks and saw logs, 
limbs and branches which obstmcted the passage. 

The Indians heard all the noise and assumed large 
reinforcements were on the way, so they made no 
attack upon the blockhouse or the rescuing party. 

“By morning the boat was out of the river 
with Lt. Walker and his men safe on board. Then the 
Indians built big fires along the coast and danced the 
war dance with yells of defiance and shouts of victo- 
ry.” 

This ended the siege at the blockhouse on 
the Withlacoochee. 

“The Indians most likely destroyed the struc- 
ture immediately, as was their custom,” says Knotts. 

This is how and why a fortification existed 
on the mouth of the Withlacoochee. People were 
impressed with how the men were able to subsist on 
so little and survive the constant attack. The Indians 
believed witchcraft and silver bullets were making 
the small band invincible,” says Knotts. 

After the men left the blockhouse the U.S. 
Army went back and garrisoned the fortification once 
again. So what was once known as the blockhouse on 
the Withlacoochee became Read’s Depot. 

“This post was established by Brig. Gen. 
Leigh Read on Oct. 22, 1836 on the north branch of 
the Withlacoochee River between 1 5 to 20 miles form 
the mouth,” says John Cusick, Curator for the P. K. 
Yonge Library of Florida History. The Library 
obtained the information from the U. S. Army 
Command Returns, Fort Clinch on the Withlacoochee 
River, Oct. 1836 - May 1842. “At this time, the post 
had about 192 men.” 

“Fort Clinch was originally known as Read’s 


Depot,” says Toni Collins, President of the Levy 
County Archives Committee. 

This was because Read not only garrisoned 
the fort in Oct. 1836, but had led the rescue of the 
men at the blockhouse in May 1836. He successfully 
removed the men without one gunshot being fired. 

Later, the post became known as Fort 
Clinch, named after Gen. Duncan L. Clinch. 

“Gen. Clinch was born in North Carolina in 
1787, and had entered the army as a lieutenant direct 
form civil life in 1808,” says Mahon. “Although his 
service during the War of 1812 was undistinguished, 
by the spring of 1 8 1 9 he had risen to be colonel of 
the 8th Infantry Regiment. Fat and muscle combined, 
he weighed in the neighborhood of 250 pounds. His 
face was fine and open, his manners and dress not 
ostentatious. He was kind to his soldiers, and espe- 
cially tender with the sick and wounded. 

“Gen. Clinch fought in the Battle of the 
Withlacoochee where the U.S. Army suffered a great 
loss and soon after resigned from the army on Sept. 
21, 1836. During all his years in the army, he was 
never given full command of Florida. After his resig- 
nation was accepted, he went to his plantation in 
Georgia to live the rest of his days.” 

The fort - some experts believe — was 
probably named after Clinch in honor of his retire- 
ment. 

“As far as I know there was no conflict 
around Fort Clinch,” says Frank Laumer from The 
Seminole Wars Historic Foundation. “That part of the 
Withlacoochee wasn’t an area were they seemed to 
have any particular encounters with the Seminoles. 
There isn’t anything critical in the area for a fort to 
be built and garrisoned there. A lot of these forts were 
simply built as supply depots so that every 20 miles 
they put up a fort with a palisade around it so they 
could hold horse feed and supplies for the men. This 
way they wouldn’t have to go 100 miles for supplies. 
In a sense, it’s like setting up a store for the troops. 

So they were called supply depots. 

“I don’t know if it (Fort Clinch) had much 
of a structure. Some of these so-called forts were 
simply palisade walls. I don’t believe the fort was 
permanent. Fort Clinch was one of the most obscure 
forts. Most of those forts were pretty obscure and 
were only used for a very short periods of time.” 

From the U. S. Command Returns other offi- 
cers in command of Fort Clinch were as follows: 

Brig. Gen. Read relinquished the command of the 
post to Maj. James J. McIntosh in October 1836. Maj. 
J. J. McIntosh relinquished command of the post on 
Dec. 3, 1836 on which day Maj. J. Wilson assumed 
command. At that time there were still 200 men 
located at the fort in 1836. 

“The most probable reason why the fort 
existed there was because Andrew Jackson had a grid 
system and divided Florida into sectors,” says 
Collins. “So every 20 square miles a fort would be 
erected. The distance was one day’s march from the 
last fort. Each fort was named by a number. The fort 
was in existence until May 1842.” 

This was not the only fort named after Gen. 
Clinch. There were two others. 

“The second Fort Clinch was established in 
1849,” comments Betty D. Waller, local historian and 
long time resident of Fort Meade. “The fort, built on 
the site of the first fort, was not maintained. Also, 
during those years there was relative peace amongst 
the Seminoles and whites. But as a strategic point it 
was important and its perfect drainage and general 
healthfulness were advantages appreciated by the mil- 
itary authorities.” 

The final Fort Clinch was located on Amelia 
Island. Construction began in 1847, but it was not 
finished until the Civil War. It was never really used 
during the Seminole Wars, but was of great impor- 
tance during the Civil War. 

While he never lived to see the value of his 
decision, experts feel McLemore was right in setting 
up Fort Clinch. The Seminole Wars might have ended 
on the spot if Gen. Scott, instead of scouring the 
Withlacoochee, had returned to his first original point 
of contact. 

The Seminoles, aware of Scott’s plans, 
stayed in the area of the mouth of the Withlacoochee 
and attacked the little blockhouse. In the end the fort 
was garrisoned many times and did serve its purpose 
to the U. S. Army. 

“Today Fort Clinch would be located in the 
town of Inglis in Levy County,” says Collins. “The 
area is privately owned and is in an area of timber 
land. It would be located two miles southeast of 
Inglis on the Withlacoochee River.” 

For further information regarding Fort 
Clinch, please contact the Bronson Library at (352) 
486-2015. 

Next: Fort Bassinger. 



Seminole Tribal Citizens Star In TV Documentary 


MIAMI — Seminole Tribal citi- 
zens will be featured in a television docu- 
mentary that will air soon in Miami and may 
well be broadcast all over the nation. 

“From Exploration to Exhibition,” 
a half-hour Emmy Award-winning film star- 
ring several Seminoles, produced by Leslie 
Gaines’ Wild Tracks Productions, will air at 
6 p.m. April 1 on WPBT-TV 
Channel 2 in Miami. 

Vanessa Frank, Samuel 
Tommie, Jericha Tommie and 
William Cypress Jr. are prominent 
in the film during a Calusa Indian 
Village re-enactment scene. 

Part of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History’s 
Expedition Florida project, the film 
recently won a 2000 Regional 
Emmy Award from the Suncoast 
Chapter of the National Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences. 

The film takes viewers behind-the- 
scenes as teams of scientists, cura- 
tors and artists transform remark- 
able discoveries such as a 14-foot- 
tall mammoth skeleton, a 200-year- 
old albino crayfish, and ancient 
Calusa Indian masks and fishing 
tools into museum exhibits. 

“From Exploration to Exhibition” is 
the first in a series of Expedition Florida 
programs and was shot at various sites 
beneath the Aucilla River; on location in 
Florida’s largest underground cavern; and at 
a replicated Calusa Indian fish camp con- 
structed for the film on a Southwest Florida 
mangrove beach. 

Additional scenes introduce the 
viewer to Powell Hall, the museum’s new 
exhibition and education center. At Powell 
Hall, exhibit designers and artists explore 


new and imaginative ways for visitors to 
interact with the museum’s collection of arti- 
facts and explore lifelike natural habitats. 

Gaines, president of Wild Tracks 
Productions, directed the film. In 1998, 
Gaines won four Emmy awards for his doc- 
umentary projects Black Bears and Bio- 
diversity and The Gulf of Mexico: America s 


Shining Sea. 

He also received an American 
Indian Film Institute Best Music Video nom- 
ination in October 1998 for his direction of 
Ways of the Glades , written and performed 
by Seminole Indian Chief Jim Billie. Gaines 
is currently working with Director Dan 
Bramm and Producer Peter Gallagher on the 
Chief Jim Billie DVD project. 

In December 1998, Ways of the 
Glades was selected for screening at the 
1999 Sundance Film Festival in Park City, 
Utah. In June 1998, Black Bears and Bio- 


diversity won First Place Broadcast Awards 
from the Outdoor Writers Association of 
America in the Conservation and 
Environment and Natural History categories. 

Expedition Florida is a multimedia 
project that introduces Floridians to the nat- 
ural wonders of the state’s past and present 
with the hope of preserving them for the 
future. These programs also will be 
edited for use as Expedition Florida 
“Wild File” shorts already being aired 
by public and network television sta- 
tions throughout the state. In addition, 
the Expedition Florida web site, expedi- 
tionfiorida.ufi.edu, brings an expanded 
multimedia version of this material to a 
new generation of potential natural his- 
tory buffs, school children and museum 
visitors. 

Expedition Florida is sponsored by 
Babcock Ranch of Punta Gorda. The 
90,000-acre wilderness is an active cat- 
tle ranch, and is home to many species 
of rare and endangered wildlife, includ- 
ing alligators, black bears, bison, 
whooping cranes, Crested Caracara and 
the occasional Florida Panther. The 
ranch offers swamp buggy and bicycle 
tours. 

Additional sponsorship is provided 
by Forever Florida. The 4,700-acre wilder- 
ness preserve and working cattle ranch is 
located just south of Kissimmee. Visitors 
may take guided nature tours on horseback, 
aboard comfortable coaches or covered wag- 
ons. Overnight horseback trail rides also are 
available, where visitors can experience sce- 
nic Florida flat woods, enjoy campfire meals 
and spend the night in an authentic chickee 
hut. For more information, visit the web site, 
www.foreverflorida.com. 



Compact 

Continued from page 1 

call on March 6 moderated by George 
Skibine, director of Indian Gaming 
Management for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, to set a meeting. 

Previously, Skibine told the 
Tribune that if the State did not come 
to the table, it would mean “they will 
definitely decide to litigate. . .to the 
death.” 

Skibine said the two-day 
meetings, which will likely be in 
Tallahassee May 15-16, are just an 
extension of the process. One day 
would be set aside for the Miccosukee 
Tribe to meet with State of Florida 
officials. The second day would be for 
the Seminole Tribe. 

Asked what the meeting dates 
signify, Skibine said, “I cannot specu- 
late on what the State of Florida might 
do.” 

However, the March 1 3 letter 
from BIA to Gov. Jeb Bush’s assistant 
general counsel Daniel Woodring con- 
firming the meetings set forth the 
agenda for a series of issues the State 
has agreed to define regarding Tribal 
gaming . 

“We agreed that the informal 
conference will reconvene on May 15, 
2001 for the Seminole Tribe and on 
May 16, 2001 for the Miccosukee 
Tribe. Prior to that date the State of 
Florida agreed to submit a letter 
requesting clarification of specific 
issues arising from our Jan. 19 letter 
regarding the scope of gaming in 
Florida. That letter should be received 
by the Department of Interior on or 
about March 20, 2001. Also, the State 
has agreed to submit a proposal 


regarding its contemplated regulatory 
and oversight role in the regulation of 
Class III gaming for the two tribes. 
That proposal is expected on or about 
April 30, 2001.” 

Two more signs of cracks in 
the icy relations between the parties 
came out of the conference call, 
according to Shore and other partici- 
pants. First was that the lawsuit, filed 
in U.S. District Court two years ago 
by the State of Florida and joined by 
the State of Alabama against the U.S. 
Department of Interior, was held in 
abeyance pending the negotiations. 

Secondly, Asst. Florida 
Attorney General Jon Glogau, who 
has represented the State of Florida in 
the most recent case between the 
Seminole Tribe and the State to reach 
the U.S. Supreme Court, reportedly 
requested information on the 24 states 
that have compacted with Indian 
Tribes located within their borders. 

“Our position has always 
been what it is,” Glogau told the 
Tribune. “We’re in it for the long 
haul.” When asked to assess where the 
meetings and discussions are heading, 
he said, “It’s heading to a conclusion 
in Federal District Court in 
Tallahassee.” That’s the venue for the 
suit filed by the State against then- 
interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt in 
1999. 

More states have compacted 
with Indian Tribes than have not, 
Skibine said. Some states, such as 
Oklahoma, do not allow Class III 
gaming. And others have no federally- 
recognized Tribes with trust land on 
which they could consider gaming. 

“I think it’s moving,” Shore 
said. “At least we have a timetable 
that we can follow.” 
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Community News 

Video Shoot At Billie Swamp 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The 2nd Annual 
Florida Flute Retreat was held at Billie Swamp 
Safari Feb. 22-25. Conceived and produced by 
Sonny Nevaquaya (Comanche) and his wife, Tribal 
citizen Christine Nevaquaya, the retreat provides a 
valuable and unique opportunity for anyone inter- 
ested in learning the art of making an authentic 
Native American flute. 

Encouraged by the success 
of the first retreat the 
Nevaquayas resolved to 
offer it once a year. 

Sonny is a 

renowned master flautist 
who learned the art of flute 
making from his father 
“Doc” Tate Nevaquaya, 
also a famous master 
flautist and one of the 
Seven Legends of the 
Commanche Tribe of 
Oklahoma. Sonny has per- 
formed at the inauguration 
of George Bush and has 
lectured on flutes and 
Indian music from 
Oklahoma to Florida. He 
creates his own flutes and 
music and has several CDs 
and tapes available for sale 
upon request. 

Participants in 
this year’s retreat included 
beginners and seasoned 
flautists, many of whom 
were returning partici- 
pants. First-timers made replicas of the plains flute 
while the returnees and others with woodcarving 
experience made duck flutes. Sonny stated that this 
year’s lessons differed in that he was able to go 
more in depth about the techniques and as a result 
more extravagant flutes were crafted. 


Amid the sounds of tropical birds and the 
east wind blowing through the fronds of the palm 
trees, Sonny sat under the shade of a chickee 
imparting what he feels is a gift to be shared with 
anyone willing to take the time and interest to learn 
an art that can truly enrich one’s spirit. 

Sonny and Christine stated they are look- 
ing forward to the 3rd Annual Florida Flute Retreat 


Brits Shoot Chief! First For Safari 


Florida Flute Retreat participants work on their instruments. 


planned for Feb. 20 - 24, 2002. 
For more information contact: 
Sonny Nevaquaya at 954-665- 
3255 or Christine Nevaquaya at 
954-966-6300, Ext. 1462. 


By Charles Flowers 

BIG CYPRESS - A two-man British docu- 
mentary crew flew around the Big Cypress Swamp in 
an airboat recently, shooting Chairman James Billie on 
his own machine, making wake and blowing wind. 

The Chief agreed 
to demonstrate the craft, 
and a big-wheeled swamp 
buggy for the Oxford-based 
crew who were making an 
episode of an eight-part 
series for the European 
Discovery Channel. 

The subject: 

Extreme Terrain. 

The pair had just 
come from the mountains 
of Colorado, where they 
rode a Sno-Cat, and before 
that the “urban jungle” of 
Los Angeles, Calif., where 
people park their cars on 
six lanes of freeway and 
battle “road rage.” To adapt, one man built a subma- 
rine. 

But none of these terrains possessed the hos- 
tility - and need for ingenuity - of the Florida swamp. 
Sometimes full enough of water to float a canoe, some- 
times not. To navigate the fickle terrain, Seminoles 
built shallow-draft canoes out of cypress trees and 
poled them. Later they added speed. 

“Not only the traditional ways with dugout 


James Billie solos through the swamp. 


canoes, but airboats,” said producer David Willcock, as 
he rested under a chickee at Billie Swamp Safari. “As 
the chief said, ‘It’s no better than a dugout canoe, it 
just does it faster. ’ ” 

The 20th century Seminoles - and others who 
would come after - would 
also adapt aircraft technolo- 
gy, and the military knowl- 
edge that came after the 
world wars, to the “unpre- 
dictable” terrain of Big 
Cypress and the Everglades. 
They would reverse-mount 
an airplane propeller to pro- 
duce an airboat capable of 
skimming along the surface 
of shallow swamps, and 
adapt high-off-the-ground 
buggies that resembled the 
“6x6 ’s” used by the British 
army. 

“We came here 
specifically because we 

knew we would find them here,” Spire Films director 
and videographer Rob Alexander said. “The Seminoles 
were here before there was anybody. Life has evolved 
here to where swamp was as close to a friend as any- 
thing.” 

The series, which the pair said uses action to 
tell the stories, will be broadcast on Discovery Europe 
this fall. If it’s successful there, it may be picked up by 
the Discovery Channel and shown in the United States. 


DNA Honors Elder 


TAMPA — Discover Native 
America and the Seminole Tribe honored 
Annie Jimmie with an honor song on 
Sunday March 4 during the pow-wow. 
Annie Jimmie was recognized for being a 
role model to Seminole women and as one 


of the oldest elders living today. 

Ms. Jimmie was honored for her 
stories, patchwork and contributions to the 
community. Ms. Jimmie is a member of 
the Bird Clan. 


Water Restrictions Hit 
Seminole Communities 


HOLLYWOOD — On March 28, 
Phase III water use restrictions will go into 
effect for residential users in Palm Beach, 
Broward, Miami-Dade and Monroe coun- 
ties and portions of the Lake Okeechobee 
Service Area (Lee, Hendry and Okeechobee 
Counties). The rules apply regardless of 
water source and aims to achieve a 35-45 
percent reduction in water use. The South 
Florida Water Management District govern- 
ing board public meeting, on March 21, 
will determine the details of the restrictions. 

Landscape irrigation and car wash- 
ing will be reduced to one day per week on 
specific days depending on address. 
Businesses such as commercial car washes, 
agricultural operations and golf courses will 
share the burden. 


will be increased and violators will be 
fined. Please be aware that further restric- 
tions may be issued if the drought contin- 
ues, so it is in all of our interest to con- 
serve water now. 

The Water Resource 

Management Department and the Utilities 
Department of the Seminole Tribe will be 
working with the District on the final 
rules. If you have any questions at all, 
please do not hesitate to call the Water 
Resource Management Department: 
Hollywood office: (954) 967-3402 
Brighton Field Office: (863) 763-4128 
Big Cypress Field Office: (863) 983-2157 
Or, you may visit the District website at 
www.sfwmd.gov or call them at (800) 
662-8876. 


George Billie, Canoe Maker ♦ Sally Buster, Doll Maker ♦ Nancy Billie, Cook ♦ Sonny Billie, Religious Leader 

The Big Berry Moon Festival 

with 

Sonny Billie 

Seminole/Miccosukee Religious Leader 


BLOWING RETREAT: Sonny Nevaquaya plays a newly-made flute at the recent Flute Retreat. 

Flute Retreat At The Safari 


Local and regional enforcement 

Big Berry Moon Festival Set 


By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

BIG CYPRESS — The First Big 
Berry Moon Festival, presented by the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, will be held on Big 
Cypress Reservation March 24 - 25. 

“The festival is an opportunity for 
the Museum to have some additional fea- 
tures we usually don’t have,” says David 
Blackard, Director of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. “This includes traditional food 
and storytelling and above all it is an 
opportunity for people to meet Sonny 
Billie, the Seminole/Miccosukee religious 
leader. 

“Sonny will be leading a troop of 
dancers in traditional Seminole dancing. It’s 
unusual for outside people to see Seminole 
dancing, but this will give the greater public 
an opportunity to experience Seminole her- 
itage. 

“Also, we will have a Seminole 
costume competition led by Brian Zepeda, 
Operations Manager for the museum. Carol 
Cypress, the Executive Director’s wife, will 
lead Storytelling. The traditional food and 


the craft demonstrators will be on a con- 
tinuous basis throughout the day. 

“The festival is called the Big 
Berry Moon Festival because back in the 
old days their (the Seminole) calendar 
instead of being divided into months was 
divided into moons. This particular month 
in March is the Big Berry Moon. So we 
just named this particular festival after the 
month that we are holding it in. Sonny 
came up with the name.” 

All activities are free with admis- 
sion to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
which costs $6 adults, $4 seniors and stu- 
dents. Children under 6 are free. The festi- 
val hours are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is 
located west of Fort Lauderdale on the 
Big Cypress Reservation. Directions to 
the museum are as follows: Take 1-75 
(Alligator Alley) to Exit 14, then north for 
17 miles. 

For further information on the 
Big Berry Moon Festival, please call 
(863) 902-1113 or (954) 792-0745. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Two separate video film- 
ing crews arrived at Billie Swamp Safari on the warm 
and sunny morning of Feb. 22 to film footage for two 
diverse projects. 

Martin B. Main, a professor of wildlife ecolo- 
gy and conservation at the University of Florida’s 
research station in Immokalee, is producing an educa- 
tional video series about Florida’s wetland environ- 
ments. The video series is a component of the Florida 
Master Naturalist Program. One of the videos focuses 
on matters encompassing human society and wetlands. 
The video will illuminate changing societal views, past 
and present, and how they have influenced conversion 
of wetlands, and more recently, the emphasis on con- 
servation and restoration. Professor Main wanted the 
Seminole Tribe to have a voice in this video. 

The shoot took several hours and included 
footage of the various wildlife in the Swamp Safari 
preserve and an interview with Lee Tiger, tourism con- 
sultant for the Tribe. Some of the points covered in the 
interview concerning the Seminole Tribe were the his- 
torical importance of wetlands for resources, economic 
importance, water issues affecting the Tribe due to 
South Florida development and benefits or conflicts 
related to Everglades restoration. A restored Seminole 
camp located in one of the isolated hammocks sur- 
rounding the Swamp Safari provided a starkly beautiful 
backdrop for the interview and the rest of the Billie 
Swamp Safari preserve served as a perfect location for 
Professor Main’s video. 


Brought to you by the 
AHHAHHHFKI MUSEUM 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Saturday and Sunday, March 24 and 25, 2001 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 


Come join with us to celebrate this festival of renewal! 

Woodcarving Storytelling Traditional Food 

Traditional Dancing Patchwork Craft Booths 


Crew interviews tourism consultant Lee Tiger. 


Also present and accompanying the first film 
crew were representatives of Air Jamaica. Introduced to 
the Seminole Tribe and Billie Swamp Safari by Candy 
Sims & Associates, Inc. of Fort Lauderdale, the Air 
Jamaica crew was shooting footage for an in-flight 
film. The film will highlight different places in Florida 
that are off the beaten path, and give tourists a guide to 
locations that are a world away from Disney or Busch 
Gardens but no less attractive with their own unique 
offerings. 


All activities are free with admission to the AHiTAHfTHIiKI MUSEUM, 
$6,00 Adults, $4*00 Seniors and Students, Children under 6 are free. 

The AH^TAHiTHHKI MUSEUM is located west of Fort Lauderdale 
on the Seminole Big Cypress Reservation. 

Take 1-75 (Alligator Alley) to Exit 14, then north 17 miles. 

For information call (863) 902-1113 or (954) 792-0745 
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Tribe Hosts Meeting on ‘Race and Change’ 


By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD - The suddenly famous 
DSO Building was the host site for a multi- cultural 
“Meeting on Race and Change.” The title came from 
a book by former Miami Herald columnist and now 
Florida Atlantic University writer- in-residence Kitty 
Oliver, Race and Change in Hollywood, Florida. 

The book was created from oral histories - 42 stories 
told word-for-word by the actual people who lived 
them. Four of them were there, in the flesh. 

Race and Change - the book — left out the 
oldest race of people in Hollywood - Seminole 
Indians. The Tribe was represented at Race and 
Change — the meeting — by Mildred Bowers and 


Tommie Jumper Hawk. The two spanned a wide age 
range, from elder, to a teenage, possibly, Dartmouth- 
bound senior at Nova High School. 

Tommie Hawk noticed. “How could she 
leave us out of it? We’ve been a staple here since the 
very beginning.” 

Oliver’s excuse: “I ran out of time.” She said 
that other subjects mentioned their relationships with 
Seminoles, so maybe it had gotten in, one-generation 
removed. None of those present ever felt less exclud- 
ed. The group invited by the National Conference for 
Community and Justice (NCCJ) ranged from Iranians 
to Irishmen, with homeland combinations that includ- 
ed Peru, China and Hungary, along with the ever-pop- 
ular Cherokee Indian. For good measure, there was a 
16-year-old Thai foreign exchange student visiting 
with her host family. The Thai language was spoken. 

Miss Oliver, once a Rathskellar singer at the 
University of Florida, opened with a song, a variant 
of the Beatles’ “In My Life: There are places I 
remember. ” 

Then she told how she sat in her car, the 
motor and her fear monitor running full-speed as she 
sat and worried about interviewing people on the 
“wrong side” of town. 

“I was unsure of what to expect - especially 
from whites,” Oliver said. “I began to wonder, 

‘Should I even try?”’ 

She persevered. The four who spoke were an 
interesting bunch. Two had attended South Broward 
High School in the 1960s. 

There was Peter Hernandez, who began life 


as “Pedro” from Havana, and decided several fights 
later that “Peter” might make life easier. He now 
chairs the Sister Cities International program. 

There was also Guithele Ruiz, from Haiti, 
who learned what it meant to be black in America 
when a storekeeper sprayed Lysol after his dark- 
skinned customers had left. 

“I worked for a large retail company. I won’t 
say the name. I was visiting a store, and I heard one 
of the store managers say, ‘Them Haitians. I don’t 
like them coming into my store. They need to be 
sprayed.’ It really hurt me. He didn’t know I was 
Haitian.” 

Mrs. Ruiz would later become an administra- 
tor with the City of Hollywood 
Another City of 

Hollywood employee, Kee Eng, said 
he could believe another reason for 
Oliver’s book - that it will reflect the 
ethnic diversity of the United States 
by 2025. But he is not satisfied with 
diversity alone. 

“While diversity is good, 
inclusion is the key.” A first-genera- 
tion Asian- American, he once felt he 
could almost go toe-to-toe with 
Indians like the Seminoles in terms 
of discrimination. 

He cited alien land acts 
and alien exclusion laws passed in 
the late 1 8th Century to keep 
Chinese and other nationalities who 
had come to build the railroads from 
owning land. He called them the 
“only class of people” so treated by 
Congress. Then he heard about the 
Indian Removal Act. 

The meeting was held in a 
children’s classroom decorated with 
Cabbage Patch dolls dressed in patchwork and pic- 
tures of birds like American eagles with their 
Miccosukee-language name (hache taa lamen). 

A black man, Sherman Mosley, recalled how 
black families in Fort Lauderdale got to the beach at 
John Lloyd Park in Dania - by ferry from Port 
Everglades. He never thought of it as punishment. 

“We never knew how bad we really had it.” 
Although he noted that blacks were “red-lined” out 
of the best Eastside neighborhoods, they could still 
make it to the water. 

“We went across in glass-bottom boats. Do 
you know how much people pay for that now?” 

The tun stopped when he became the first 
black to pledge an all-white fraternity at Broward 
Community College. 

And the lone, white, Anglo-Saxon partici- 
pant - Bob Gossett — had his own story of discrimi- 
nation, which he prefaced by saying, “It wouldn’t fill 
the bottom of a cup.” He was doing low-level legal 
work in a firm when he was berated for “not wearing 
a yarmulke”- a Jewish scull cap. Thing was and is, 
he’s not Jewish. 

Such recollections of second-class citizen- 
ship were not strange to the few Seminoles present. 
What was strange is that they were not in the book. 
NCCJ , the group that champions inclusion in meet- 
ings like this one, just got a bigger chickee. 

The title could even use a little work: “We 
are all from somewhere else” ignored the one group 
that was not from “somewhere else.” 



Tommie Jumper Hawk (left) with NCCJ Chair John Ruffin. 


Drs. Siudmak & Steinberg 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 



• Family Planning 

• Laser & Microsurgery 

• Nurse Midwifery 

* Gynecological Surgery 

Services 

• High Risk Pregnancy 

• Ultrasounds In 

• Infertility Counseling 

Office 

& Treatment 

Robert C. Siudmak M.D. • Irwin Steinberg M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 

961-8303 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 
Suite 250, Hollywood 

431-7000 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 
Presidential Circle 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 
Flamingo Rd. 


Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


Seminole In Alaska 


4 A Really Bad Headache’ 


“Seminole in Alaska ” is an autobiographi- 
cal series about a year in the life of Tribal citizen 
Linda Osceola Frederick and her family living in 
the Alaskan outback. This is Part 1 of 6. 

M y name is Linda (Osceola) Frederick, 
daughter of the late Ruby Clay of the 
Panther Clan. I would like to tell about 
some of my experiences here in Alaska. 

I drove to Fairbanks, Alaska 
in 1976 with my young son, Mike. 

He has since grown up and moved 
back to Florida. I came to Alaska to 
be part of my Christian group of 
which I am still a member. In 1979 I 
married Mike Frederick, and in 1983, 
our son, Philemon Frederick was 
born. My husband and I, along with 
several other families started home- 
steading remote homesites along the 
Tanana River in 1986. We moved out 
there permanently in 1992. In 1994 
the others of our church moved back 
to Fairbanks, but we decided to keep 
living in the wilderness. 

Our 40-acre homestead is 
located 70 miles west of Fairbanks, reachable by no 
roads. The only way to get there is by small air- 
plane, or by riverboat in the summer, or over the ice 
and snow in the winter. We have had a lot of expe- 
riences over the years, but what I want to tell you 
about is what happened to us in the last year. 

We thought big things were going to hap- 
pen in the year 2000. For me and my family, that 
was certainly true. We started off the year at 65 
degrees below zero on New Year’s Day! We had all 
of the people in our area over for dinner.Not count- 
ing my own family, the total was six people. It was 
cold outside, but we were happy and full of hope. 

In February of 2000 everything changed 
for me. Before then, I had a headache for five or six 
months, but did not know what it was. The 


headache was not really bad, but I just felt sick 
most of the time and could not work as much as I 
used to. I 

In February, I finally got back into 
Fairbanks to do some shopping. While I was pack- 
ing supplies into boxes at a friend’s house, the 
buckles on my winter boots caught each other and I 
fell, hitting my head on the wall. It made a loud 
noise, and my friend came run- 
ning to see what happened. I did 
not think I was hurt too badly, so 
we did not worry about it. 

I flew back to the homestead 
and everything seemed about the 
same as usual. About a week 
later, I woke up early in the 
morning with a really bad 
headache. It hurt so much that I 
could not move or talk. I could 
only pray to Jesus to take the pain 
away. After a while the Lord had 
mercy and made the pain go 
down enough so that I could 
wake my husband and tell him 
we needed to get some help. That 
was about 4:30 a.m. 

My husband woke our son, 

Philemon, and told him to watch me while he 
walked to a neighbor’s cabin about a half away. The 
neighbors were not there but they do have a radio 
telephone in the cabin. My husband finally reached 
somebody that could help. 

The U.S. Army base near Fairbanks has a 
Blackhawk Helicopter which they use for emer- 
gency medical evacuations of people that live in the 
Alaskan bush. They said it could be there in about 
an hour. 

— Next issue: A helicopter to Fairbanks , a tear 
jet to Seattle and a young boy’s life begins to 
change . 



Linda (Osceola) Fredericks 


Stevie Brantley Receives Award 


By Libby Blake 

BRIGHTON — Tribal citizen Stevie 
Patrice Brantley, daughter of 
Theresa Boromei, placed fourth in 
her age division at the state spelling 
bee held Feb. 10 in Orlando. She 
received special recognition and a 
certificate for her achievements. 

As a result of her finish, 

Stevie has been invited to attend 
the pre-teen Florida Scholarship 
and Recognition Program. The pro- 
gram will be held in Tampa July 20 
- 22. This invitation only program 
is limited to 50 select young ladies 
7-12 years old with high academ- 
ic ranking, school involvement, and 
leadership abilities. Its goal is to 
help build self-esteem and the com- 
petition involves talent, speech, and 
a personal interview with each girl. 

Stevie, a first grader, 



Stevie Brantley 


attends Grace Christian School in Okeechobee where 
she has consistently received high marks in all her 

studies. She lives on the Brighton 
Reservation with her mother, 
stepfather Danny Boromei, broth- 
ers Joshua and Jonathan, and sis- 
ter Danny elle Jamie. 

“Stevie is and always has been 
a bright, beautiful child. We are 
all very proud of her and her lat- 
est accomplishment. We’ll be 
rooting for her at the Tampa event 
and know she will do her family 
and the Tribe proud,” said 
Theresa. 

Added grandmother Alice 
Sweat, “I’m very proud of Stevie 
and all my grandchildren. I know 
she’ll do good in Tampa and think 
it (the competition) will be good 
for her and help her grow as a 
person.” 
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Hungarian Homage To DNA 


Will McLean Festival Was 
A Gathering Of Moments 


By Adriana Carcina Sephora 

ST. PETERSBURG — Innocence and trust 
filled my spirit at the Seminole Tribe’s Discover 
Native America Powwow. I met many creative people, 
from powwow dancers to makers of the fry bread. To a 
free-spirited individual 
who grew up in Eastern 
Europe, this weekend on 
the Eckerd College cam- 
pus and around this beauti- 
ful waterfront area was as 
refreshing as it gets. 

This was my sec- 
ond time at the DNA 
Powwow in St. Petersburg, 
volunteering at Chief Jim 
Billie’s booth where we 
sold his merchandise, the 
Seminole Tribune , some T- 
shirts and the CDs of other 
artists and performers. 

Word must have traveled 
far and hung in the air 
since last year because we 
had a lot more visitors at 
the Chief’s booth than the 
year before. 

Coming from 
Budapest, a major cultural center of Hungary and all 
of Eastern Europe, I was exposed to folk art, story 
telling, and folk dancing from a very early age. Over 
time, it became deeply ingrained into my memory and 
my heart along with the value system of my culture. I 
consider myself a byproduct of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. Hungary started pulling away economically 
and politically from the Monarchy in 1 867 when the 
first Hungarian parliament was established and its leg- 
islative body sworn in. The empire was geopolitically 
situated between the west and 
Germany, the east and 
Transylvania, the south and the 
Balkans. Within the borders of 
Hungary live traditional cultures 
as ethnically diverse as the North 
American continent with its 
numerous indigenous tribes. 

Ethnicity has always 
been a good thing for children in 
acquiring a sense of community. 

In the DNA Children’s Village, I 
saw kids putting their little hands 
on all sorts of materials: shells, 
beans, sand, and beads. They 
filled up empty plastic soda bot- 
tles and decorated them with 
feathers, thus making their own 
little totem statuettes. It is a per- 
fect way to teach them recycling 
and creativity. I saw Shana Smith 
circling around the site with a 
bunch of smiley faces holding 
hands. The human snake eventual- 
ly entered the auditorium to see 
Buffy Sainte-Marie’s delightful 
and soulful performance. I was 
introduced to the art and spirit of 
legendary Buffy Sainte-Marie for 
the first time (the right time) and 
she touched me profoundly. 

I was also honored to 


spend quality time with Keith Secola who is of 
Anishinabe heritage, from the Mesabi Iron Range 
country of Northern Minnesota. Today he lives in 
Tempe, Arizona with his family. He 
is a native musician, the creator of the contemporary 

Native anthem “NDN 
Cars”, which is about the 
richness of being poor, or 
another crowd favorite 
“Fry Bread.” (Learn more 
about Keith at www. seco- 
la. com) He is steadfast 
and generous in sharing 
his knowledge with every- 
one. He is an ambitious 
self-promoter whose busi- 
ness is humanity. He is 
building his legacy on the 
foundation of his cultural 
heritage, keeping up with 
the pace of ever-changing 
musical genres, and still, 
creating something of pure 
character. His art is 
already sweeping through 
the nation. People are 
opening up to his spiritual 
rock & roll. He approach- 
es the material world with a sense of humor as a subtle 
way of making people think about, maybe even re- 
evaluate, the part they take in this world. 

Keith has the aura of the Arizona desert; he 
brought it with him to St. Petersburg. After the 
Powwow we went for a walk on the beach of the Gulf 
of Mexico; New Orleans is to the northwest, Mexico is 
directly west from where we observed the ocean. 

Keith kept asking me for some tobacco that he could 
cast into the foaming water as an offering. I didn’t 

have any on me. He bent forward, 
touched the water and then 
touched his lips. He was praying 
facing the ocean, absorbing the 
elemental energy. 

We took a walk, which 
felt like a major workout against 
the gusty winds. We passed a 
piece of grassy land when Keith 
stopped and said, “The grass is 
fragile like the wings of a butter- 
fly or a child’s wishes and 
dreams. We must tread lightly.” I 
was deeply inspired. He had told 
me about integrity earlier: 
“Sometimes the only thing we 
have after a crisis situation is the 
integrity we had during the crisis 
situation. Keep your cool and stay 
real.” 

It was time for me to 
head back south; my ride was 
already waiting for me. Keith and 
I walked back, ahead of us the 
wind currents formed dust snakes. 
I felt energized and purified in a 
special way. I was absorbed in 
gratitude. 

— Adriana Carcina 
Sephora is a freelance writer liv- 
ing in Hollywood. 


By Jan Glide well 

“Please,” begged festival director 
Margaret Longhill as Seminole Chief Jim 
Billie took the stage Sunday, “don’t do the finger. . . 
anything but the finger.” 

Billie, feigning innocence with the same 
animation with which he had fake- 
glowered at folk singer Valerie 
Caracapa a few minutes earlier as 
she sang a song poking fun at some 
of his better known exploits, 
smiled and waved his right hand, 
minus most of the ring finger he 
lost to an alligator last year. 

But Billie, who arrived by 
helicopter just in time to contribute 
his thunderous bass voice to an 
hour of songs dedicated to his 
friend, the late Will McLean, 
already had joyfully taken the fin- 
ger, preserved in a bottle, out of his 
pocket and shown it to eager 
bystanders. 

It was a fitting end for 
more than 3,000 folk musicians 
and fans who gathered at the 
Sertoma Youth Ranch north of 
Dade City for the 12th annual Will 
McLean Music Festival. 

For me, it was a festival of moments. 

The first came early on Friday evening, 
before the festival even began, when I happened 
on a screen room where singer-songwriter Joey 
Errigo had dropped in to harmonize with Dennis 
Devine and Rochelle Morris as they practiced 
gospel numbers from Devine and Morris’ latest 
CD, Devine & LaRoche, for the next day’s per- 
formance. 

The music I heard there equaled the cost 
of admission, and the show hadn’t even started yet. 

Some new combinations, some of them 
last-minute, brought proceedings to a dead stop 
while passers-by stopped to listen. Included was a 
flawless performance by Mary Ann DiNella team- 
ing up on stage with her daughter, Jeannie, for the 
first time. 

St. Augustine acoustic guitarist Clyde 
Walker passed up his usual solo act to bring 
friends Wayne Martin (fiddle), Dawn DeWitt 
(bass) and Ron and Bari Litschauer together as a 
pickup band that sounded like it had been perform- 
ing together for years in an act highlighted by 
Walker bringing his wife, Lorelei, on stage to sing 
lyrics she had written. 

One of the great functions of music festi- 
vals is that they bring together musicians who, 
because of the distances between their homes, 
don’t normally combine to play together. 

And so it went for two full days and most 
of two nights, as singers and instrumentalists 
moved from campsite to one of the four stages and 
back again. 

Miami singer- songwriter Amy Carol 
Webb captured the attention of a normally restless 
and noisy dinner time crowd at 6 p.m. Saturday as 


she moved them alternately to tears and guffaws of 
laughter with a style that Billboard magazine has 
compared to Carole King and Janis Ian. She 
received a standing ovation, one of very few hand- 
ed out during the festival by discerning folk fans. 

It’s probably sexist or size-ist of me, and 


there is no disrespect intended, but I couldn’t help 
noticing how much big music was coming from 
tiny women. Mainstay Mindy Simmons and equal- 
ly diminutive songsters Carrie Blackwell, Bonnie 
Bickerstaff, Shana Smith and Marie Nofsinger all 
but blew the speakers out and made it easy for 
people to find their campsites at night by simply 
listening. 

And, as old folkies know, the campfires 
(in this case, camp lanterns due to the fire ban) are 
where some of the best music of the night takes 
place. 

I wasn’t sure who my campground neigh- 
bors were because I had arrived early, and I was 
saddened Saturday night when fatigue from a long 
day sent me headed for bed instead of for my tra- 
ditional rounds of musical campsites. 

After a shower I crawled into my van and 
my head had no sooner hit the pillow than I real- 
ized I was situated between sites occupied by 
singers James Hawkins, Simmons, and Steve 
Blackwell and one of my favorite groups, Myriad. 

I went to sleep with my own private con- 
cert. 

I guess I have to make a disclaimer here. 

I participate in the festival every year, acting as 
master of ceremonies for a few hours, and I don’t 
usually write about events in which I participate. 
But I don’t make any money (my paycheck for the 
festival goes to charity) and, for any given week- 
end, if I had to give up the writing or the music — 
you’d be reading something boring about my cats 
about now. 

© St. Petersburg Times 
Published March 13, 2001 
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Author sells CDs at Powwow. 



Keith Secola rocks crowd. 



BACK TO THE SWAMP: Chief Billie plays at Will Fest. 


Seminole Foster Care 
Parents Needed 

HOLLYWOOD — There is a 
certain pride, dignity and feeling of 
belonging among Native children who 
grow up in the tradition of their Tribal 
culture. The gift and right of tradition for 
Seminole children is important for their 
culture to survive. Some Seminole chil- 
dren in need of foster care are denied that 
gift. 

Sometimes, due to child abuse or 
neglect, children need to be placed with 
families other than their own. One of the 
goals of the Family Services Program is 
to place Indian children with Indian fam- 
ilies, so that they can remain among 
Tribal citizens in their own community 
or reservation. 

Each reservation houses numer- 
ous Tribal members who are raising 
strong and healthy children, rich in cul- 
tural beliefs and traditional values. Some 
of these families have opened their doors 
and hearts to other children in need of 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 



Maybe We 
Can Help? 


The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


their strength and guidance, and given 
these children the chance to share in the 
traditions of the Tribe. It is a lot to ask, 
but remember how the elders have taught 
us to give back some of our knowledge 
and strength of caring, to stand firm in 
what we believe in, to help one another. 
The love for our people has been rekin- 
dled. 

This can be the most meaningful 
and rewarding contribution you could 
ever make! 

Please call now. Family Service 
Programs - Hollywood at 954-964-6338; 
Yvonne Courtney is the Tribal counselor. 
Big Cypress call 863-983-6920 and 
speak with Jane Billie. Brighton 
Reservation call Emma Johns at 863- 
763-7700. Immokalee ask for Billie 
Napper-Bodway at 941-657-6567. Tampa 
reservation call 813-628-0627 and speak 
with Tom Ryan, counselor. 


SCOTT H. CUPP, P.A. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

675-2888 
675-3044 


P.O. DRAWER 2250 (863) 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 


954 - 760-7600 


OThe hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Wickman, Bowers Attend Battlefield Survey School 


By E. Bowers 

DAVISTON, AL — The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida was one of 
three Indian Tribes asked to participate in 
the Revolutionary War/War of 1812 
Survey Field School, Feb. 26 — Mar. 2 at 
Horseshoe Bend National Military Park. 

The Survey Field School is a 
week-long training program in National 
Park Service survey methodology for par- 
ticipants in the Revolutionary War/War of 
1812 American Battlefields Protection 
Program (ABPP), that includes State 
Historic Preservation Officers (SHPO), 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
(THPO), and consultants. 

Authorized in 1996, the study is 
modeled after the Civil War Sites Study 
Act of 1990. NPS assigned the study to 
the ABPP. The ABPP will be assisted by 
the Cultural Resources Geographic 
Information Services Facility (CRGIS), 
which will coordinate and oversee the 
field survey and data processing for the 
final report. 

The goal of the study is to define 
the historical significance, conduct field 
surveys, analyze survey data, and develop 
preservation alternatives for the 853 iden- 
tified sites. The sites mark events directly 
related to the Revolutionary War (Apr. 13, 
1775 — Sept. 3, 1783) and the War of 
1812 (June 18, 1812 —Feb. 17, 1815). 

The Survey Field School partici- 
pants, including Seminole Tribe represen- 
tatives Dr. Patricia Wickman (Seminole 
THPO) and Elrod Bowers, Preservations 
Specialist, covered all aspects of the sur- 
vey: “defining features” identification of 
battlefields and associated historic proper- 
ties; Global Positioning System (GPS) 
mapping of the defining features; GIS on- 
screen digitizing of Study, Core, and 
Potential National Register boundaries; 
and submission of the survey data to the 
National Park Service. 

The participants then applied the 
methodology to the Battle of Horseshoe 
Bend, the site of a bloody confrontation 
between General Andrew Jackson and the 
“Red Stick” (war faction) of the Maskoki 
Creeks on March 27, 1814. A peninsula 
on the Tallapoosa river, Horseshoe Bend 
was also known as Cholocco Latabixee 
(icho thlocco lata bi?i), or “Horse’s Flat 
Foot.” 

In the months before the battle, 
approximately 1,000 Red Stick Creeks, 
including women and children, construct- 
ed a log and dirt barricade at the mouth of 
the peninsula measuring 5-8 feet high. 


A cannon guards a monument in the pine woodlands atop today’s Gun Hill. 


The barricade curved in such a way that 
attackers would be exposed to cross-fire. 

After camping northwest of 
Horseshoe Bend, near Emuckfaw Creek, 
the night before, Jackson set his men and 
artillery outside the barricade around 
10:30 a.m. 

Unbeknownst to 
the Creeks, Jackson had 
earlier that morning 
detached General John 
Coffee’s brigade of 700 
mounted men, 500 
Cherokees, and 100 
“White” (also called 
“friendly”) Creeks to 
surround the entire bend 
and cut off any route of 
escape for the Red Stick 
Creeks. 

Jackson bom- 
barded the barricade with 
musket fire and three- 
pounder and six-pounder 
iron shot for two hours, 
with little effect. 

Meanwhile, a small 
group of Cherokees 
crossed the Tallapoosa 
river and stole a few of 
the many canoes lining 
the banks as a possible 


escape route planned by the “Red Sticks.” 

With the canoes, the Cherokees, 
“White” Creeks, and militia soldiers fer- 
ried across the Tallapoosa, set fire to the 
village, and attacked the barricade from 
behind. Seeing this, Jackson stormed the 


The white sticks represent the barricades that exposed attackers to cross-fire. 


barricade and slaughtered hun- 
dreds of “Red Stick” Creeks. A 
count, made by cutting the tips of 
the noses off the bodies, revealed 
557 “Red Stick” casualties, with 
another 300-400 estimated to have 
been shot or drowned in the river. 

The Battle of Horseshoe 
Bend was seen as a major victory 
against the Creeks by Andrew 
Jackson. However, the battle was 
important for the Seminole Tribe 
as many of the Creeks committed 
to fighting against the U.S. gov- 
ernment went down south to 
Florida, joining their Seminole 
kin. 

The task of the survey 
participants was to identify the 
defining features of the Battle of 
Horseshoe Bend. Using the GPS, 
participants marked troop move- 
ments, and probable locations of 
the artillery hill, barricade, 

Cherokee crossing, Coffee’s 
mounted brigade, and debated the 
possible location of other features 
described in the historical documents. 

The locations were then trans- 
ferred to the digitizer and plotted on 
USGS quadrangle maps. The groups also 
designated the core area: where the actual 
fighting took place; the study area: the 
battlegrounds plus other locations directly 
related to the fighting; and “potNR”, the 
potential National 
Register boundaries 
which take into 
account the amount 
of land that has been 
compromised by 
development and 
erosion. 

The Tribes 
were originally invit- 
ed to provide a bal- 
anced view of the 
war. However, as the 
training progressed, 
input from the Tribes 
in areas such as 
translation, battle 
preparation, stories 
of the battle passed 
through oral history, 
and customs, proved 
critical in piecing 
together the study 
report. 

Tribal represen- 
tatives, such as Dr. 





General Jackson’s map of Horseshoe Bend. 


Wickman, who were designated “points of 
contact” in the beginning, were seen as 
critical to the field surveys and recom- 
mended to join the surveyors in the field. 

Presently, there are only three to 
four sites identified in Florida. Dr. 
Wickman has recommended more and 
will include them in her field survey to 
the National Park Service to ensure their 
preservation when the funding is avail- 
able. 

The field surveys are to be com- 
pleted by Sept. 30, 2001 to ensure that the 
final report will be ready for Congress in 
Dec. 2001. The NPS indicates that the 
results of this survey will be critical to the 
long-range preservation of the sites and to 
a more accurate interpretation of the roles 
played by the Indians in these formative 
National conflicts. 

NOTE: Horseshoe Bend National 
Military Park has scheduled a “ living his- 
tory ” event, March 24-25 on the battle- 
field site. Recreated Creek and Cherokee 
hunting camps and military encampments 
of Tennessee militia and United States 
regulars will be on display, as well as 
demonstrations of traditional 
Southeastern skills such as hide tanning, 
flint knapping and food preparation; flint- 
lock muskets and smoothbore cannon 
demonstrations are also scheduled. For 
information on the 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. event, 
contact Interpretative Park Ranger Ove 
Jensen at (256) 234-7111. 
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Okeechobee Battlefield Festival Draws Attention To Saving Site 


By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

OKEECHOBEE — “We are here today 
commemorating the largest battle of the fiercest war 
ever fought between the U.S. Government and the 
Native American people, the Battle of Okeechobee,” 
narrated Billy L. Cypress, Executive Director of the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 

The Okeechobee Battlefield Festival, Feb. 
24-25, included a reenactment of the battle, vendors 
who sold arts and crafts, a live band and a dinner 
party. But, the event was really a method of drawing 
attention to saving the actual site of the battle that pit- 
ted 400 Indians against 1,200 soldiers led by future 
President Zachary Taylor. 

“We are recognizing the distinct honor we 
received from the National Trust,” stated Shawn 
Henderson, Chairwoman of the Battle of Okeechobee 
Festival Committee, detailing how the actual battle 
site was one of 1 1 sites placed on the historically 
endangered list. 

“Development is all around and there’s only 


about half of the original battle site left. Since the 
National Trust announcement we’ve had an awesome 
response from the Seminole Tribe. Many Tribal rep- 
resentatives — like Kevin Osceola, Billy Cypress, 
Brian Zepeda and others - have come to our meet- 
ings. They have a great interest and I really feel this 
time things will press forward to save the site.” 

The Seminoles who participated in the reen- 
actment were Brian Zepeda, Pedro Zepeda and Billy 
L. Cypress as the narrator. 

The Battle of Okeechobee was fought Dec. 
25, 1837, during the Second Seminole War. It was 
one of the fiercest battles fought and the outcome had 
a great impact on the future of the Seminole Tribe. 

“First of all you have to keep in mind the 
tribe we call the Seminoles is made up of the Creek, 
Miccosukee, and probably remnants of other bands 
that preceded them,” said Bill Steele, Historian for 
the Archaeological and Historical Conservancy. “The 
Tribe represents many people in the Southeast who 
had resisted European incursion against Native lands. 

“All these people made their way to the 
north shore of Lake Okeechobee on that December 
morning in 1837. When you look at the Battle of 
Okeechobee and you look at people like Coacoochee, 
Sam Jones, Halleck Tustenuggee, or Alligator, you’re 
looking at some of the hardest core individuals who 
ever lived in the tribe. When Zachary Taylor attacked 
it was in fact a sort of a last stand of all of the Native 
American people east of the Mississippi River. 

“After the battle was fought, it was such a 
shock to the culture that nearly half the nation surren- 
dered. So this was the beginning of the end of the 
ability to resist. Stand-up battles would end with Pine 
Island. After that we had guerrilla wars that were 


efforts to continue to maintain the political domi- 
nance of the Florida Indians in this area. Of course 
from here Sam Jones headed southwest and ended up 
in Big Cypress where, if you want to look at it that 
way, that’s where he is today. 

“I helped organize the first reenactment of 
the Battle of Okeechobee in 1987 and participated in 
the second in 1988, the third in 1989 and now in 
2001. 1 located Zachary Taylor’s campsite in 1987. 

“You know the land is like a holy place. 
Places like these battlefields still sing the song of 
what happened to it. You know they are really unfor- 
giving lands and yet there are beautiful places. And 
for people to come here it dawns on them they are 
seeing and standing where these people stood so 
many years ago.” 

Cypress added: “The importance of this bat- 
tle is it was the largest fight in the Seminole Wars.” 
Zachary Taylor, future president of the United States 
was here. Not to mention Sam Jones was really here. 
This really happened. 

Because of the 
guerilla tactics of the 
Seminoles, there was never 
really a great many who got 
together at one time, Cypress 
said. But Sam Jones and the 
Seminoles must have thought 
these were desperate times 
and they stood and fought 
here. 

“It was an honor to 
narrate this reenactment of 
the Battle of Okeechobee and 
be part of history. We hope 
the battlefield site will be 
preserved. We need to get the 
citizens of this county and 
other people all over the state 
to support it. I’m glad for the 
National Trust recognition. 
Hopefully it will help people 
see the light, help them save 
most of what you see here. 

“We, the Seminole 
Tribe, are participating in try- 
ing to save this place. I can’t speak for the Council, 
but I have spoken before with Chairman James Billie 
and he really is in favor of saving this place.” 

Billie expressed that thought when he spoke 
at a dinner that was part of the two-day celebration. 

“This was the biggest battle in the three 
Seminole Wars,” Billie said at the dinner. “Now, it is 
getting the attention it deserves. We hope a part of the 
battlefield can be preserved for future generation to 
enjoy.” 

Once the land is preserved, the Friends of 
the Okeechobee Battlefield, which is the group at the 
forefront of this fight, has many plans as to what to 
do with the battlefield site. 

“What we are really hoping to do is build 
some sort of park, perhaps a museum and educational 
tours and have a lot of different kids come and actu- 
ally be re-educated regarding the battle,” stated 
Henderson. 

“We didn’t really stop trying to preserve the 
battlefield site,” said Bob Carr, Director of the 
Archaeological and Historical Conservancy. “We just 
needed to try to get more interest in preserving the 
site. Now, since it is one of the 11 most endangered 
historical sites in the United States, we have been 
able to generate the support we need. There’s more of 
an urgency to preserve some part of the battlefield. 

“We have a petition for people to sign to 
preserve the battlefield. You think of all the people, 
over 40 Seminoles and U.S. soldiers who died here. 

So in that way the land is really sanctified. We don’t 
think the land is honored in the way it should be. This 
is the only national landmark in Florida not protected. 

“At this time, the entire battlefield is private- 
ly owned. There is no public area period. In that 


sense it’s the only privately owned historic national 
landmark in Florida. This is one of the principal 
things we are trying to change.” 

For more information on how you can help 


in saving the Okeechobee Battlefield Site, please con- 
tact Shawn Henderson at the Friends of the 
Okeechobee Battlefield at (863) 634-2126. 
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The Battle of Okeechobee as depicted by painter Guy LaBree. 
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Fort Pierce Community 
Headed For Homes 


By Colin Kenny 

PORT ST. LUCIE — It would have been 
worth it just for the Chicken Amaretto, the mush- 
room-shaped roasted red potatoes or the cheesecake 
with fresh strawberries. But the Fort Pierce Tribal cit- 
izens who showed up at the Spring Hill Suites just 
west of here didn’t come for the free feast. They 
came looking for a home. 

It was a friendly dinner and at the same 
time, a serious get-together between Tribal officials 
and the 26 Tribal citizens with their families applying 
for housing on the so-far undeveloped Fort Pierce 
Seminole Reservation. At one end of the meeting 
room, there were architectural drawings of eight dif- 
ferent designs of hurricane proof single-family homes 
to pore over. There were plans for beautiful three, 
four and five-bedroom one-story homes as well as a 
plan for a lavish six-bedroom, two-story dwelling. 
There was also a landscape plan of the entire Fort 
Pierce site that showed future residential and com- 
mercial lots as well as protected wetland and “passive 
woods” locations — and a ball field. 

The dinner and meeting was held for Tribal 
officials, including Chairman James E. Billie and 
President Mitchell Cypress, and the 26 families 
applying for subsidized housing on the 60.5-acre 
Reservation as well as a presentation of the Fort 
Pierce Community Development Project. The meet- 
ing was hosted by Fort Pierce Tribal Liaison Sally 
Tommie. 

After dessert, Chairman Billie banged his 
glass, stood up and addressed the crowd on the 
Tribe’s commitment to immediately start developing 
at least half of the Tribal Trust land so people can live 
on it in single- and multi-family homes. He added a 
small caveat directed particularly toward the younger, 
would-be future apartment dwellers: “We’re gonna 
have to learn to live with each other and not beat 
each other up. No drugs . . .” 

At one point Chairman Billie asked Tribal 
Housing Director Joel Frank how many single-family 
units the Tribe is having built on the Fort Pierce 


reservation. 

“Only building 20 at this point based 
on availability of funds,” responded Frank. 

The Chairman then declared that more 
funds would be made available to accommo- 
date the rest of the applicants who showed up 
that night. 

“Everybody who is on the list is going 
to get a house then,” Frank announced to the 
gathering. The Chairman concluded by looking 
to provide for the future as the population of 
the Fort Pierce Tribal community increases: 

“At all times, we want to be on the lookout for 
contiguous purchase of land.” 

Government Operations Officer Tim 
Cox stood up and announced negotiations are 
under way between the Tribe and the Fort 
Pierce Utility Authority (FPUA) to bring a waterline 
to the Fort Pierce Reservation at a cost to the Tribe of 
no more than $1.1 million dollars. This, Cox said, 
would be more cost-effective than building a $6.5 
million water and waste-water treatment facility. It 
would also free up 6V2 acres required to build such a 
facility for more homesites, Cox said. Cox, along 
with Gloria Wilson of Tribal Housing Planning and 
Development, had proposed negotiating with FPUA 
at the March 8 Council meeting in Hollywood. 

The housing applicants were directed to par- 
ticipate in a lottery to determine who gets priority 
consideration for the available 28 single-family lots. 
Both Frank and Wilson advised the applicants to set- 
tle on a design choice without making any major 
changes. 

“Don’t redesign, it’ll hold us up,” said 

Wilson. 

She said there have already been enough 
delays for this project since the 60.5 acres that touch 
U.S. 70 in St Lucie County was signed into Trust six 
years ago. For Wilson, it has been a lot of wrangling 
with an alphabet soup of State and Federal Agencies 
like HUD, the DOT, the EPA, as well as city and 
county officials paranoid about urban sprawl before 



Fort Pierce Community members posed for this photo on May 16, 1996 when new reservation was established. 


finally being in a position to develop the raw real 
estate. 

“We got into it pretty bad on the site,” 
Wilson laughingly remembers of one nearly knock- 
down drag-out encounter with a HUD official a cou- 
ple of years back over bringing water and waste- 
water treatment to the reservation. 

It wasn’t just coming from Washington DC. 
“The County was pretty adamant about not providing 
us water and waste-water [treatment]. The Council’s 
resolution on March 8 allowed the Tribe to negotiate 
to pay to tap into FPUA plus a contingency plan for 
the Tribe to build its own facility has eliminated 
much of that red tape,” she said. 

Then there was the EPA, who Wilson says 
showed up at the site during the rainy season and 
deemed over half of the reservation “protected wet- 
lands” as well as “passive woods” leaving only 27.3 
acres left for development. 

When the lot and design selection was com- 
pleted, Joel Frank instructed the applicants on the 
timetable. “Request for proposals will be going out 
next week. Contractors will be putting their bids in. 
The Council will then set a date on which they will 
view the contracts and make a selection.” 


With the cooperation of the Legal 
Department and the Tribal Council, Joel Frank says 
construction should start by the end of April or mid- 
dle of May, with 12 months to complete the whole 
project. 

Gloria Wilson assured the applicants the 
homes would be built according to South Florida 
building code. That means they can withstand a hurri- 
cane. The builders will also have to carry a bond to 
repair or rebuild a faulty house for up to a year. 
Wilson also advised though quality materials will be 
used, they will be economical as well and it will be 
up to the homeowner to finance any extravagant 
upgrades. “Don’t come to us for your payment on a 
marble floor.” 

“If your family structure changes later on, 
we’ll put on an addition,” said Joel Frank. 

They came to the Spring Hill Suites looking 
for a home, and in a little more than a year, it looks 
like many of the Fort Pierce Seminoles will finally 
have one. 

“I think we finally got everything in order,” 
said Mitchell Cypress, “I’m very happy that Joel and 
the Chairman’s office finally came through.” 


Council 

Continued from page 1 

Eric Dorsky, a private attorney 
engaged by the Tribe to review the con- 
tracts, explained that the developers wanted 
to include the “pre-finance phase” tag to the 
Tampa Hard Rock project also. However, 
the changeover of the Tampa Sheraton Four 
Points hotel to the Hard Rock - with a casi- 
no and cafe upgrades — has not moved 
through that phase. The designation, Dorsky 
said, would have obligated the Tribe to 
higher penalties in case of a default. 

General Counsel Jim Shore told 
the Council that the developer has also 
agreed not to spend more than $25 million 
of the $40 million on the construction until 
the major financing package - $410 million 
for both projects - comes back before the 
Council. 

“The big package will be back in 
60 to 90 days at which (time) the Tribe will 
have a chance to review it, to take it or not 
take it,” Shore said. 

Government Operations Officer 
Tim Cox told the Council the loan would 
carry an interest rate of 7.8 percent - more 
than 2 percentage points below recent loans. 

“So this is considered good?” 
Chairman James Billie asked. 

“Yes,” Cox said. 

“Real good?” Billie asked. 

“Yes,” Cox said. 

Dorsky said the interest rate is also 
capped by the developer at 1 1 percent, if 
market conditions should change and push 
rates higher before the loans close. 

“The developer will reduce its fee 
dollar-for-dollar” for any interest rate 
change higher than 1 1 percent. Dorsky also 
said the interest terms of the agreement 
could change in the event the Tribe is suc- 
cessful in entering into a gaming compact 
with the State of Florida. 

Currently, both the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Florida Indians operate casinos under the 
authority granted by the Indian Gaming 


Regulatory Act, without the permission of 
the state. Attorney General Bob Butterworth 
and three governors have previously refused 
to compact with either Tribe. 

However, state officials recently 
agreed to meet with both Tribes in May to 
discuss issues related to a compact. (See 
related story.) 

Questions about the proposed 
interest rates on the loans, along with obli- 
gations on existing loans and ongoing busi- 
nesses of the Seminole Tribe, had created a 
month-long stalemate which the Council’s 
recent action broke. In February, a majority 
of the Council, led by Big Cypress 
Representative David Cypress, balked at 
passing an ordinance that would have creat- 
ed a Seminole Gaming Authority without 
Shore’s approval. Eventually, the lenders 
relaxed the gaming authority requirement. 
Meanwhile, Shore and Dorsky reviewed all 
the contracts, and made several changes. 

To solidify the changes, the 
Council at Shore’s suggestion also passed a 
resolution rescinding three previous resolu- 
tions on the Hard Rock project. 

The new agreement requires the 
Tribe to pay the Hard Rock developers 1 7 
percent of gross revenue from the Tampa 
and Hollywood operations. Current gross 
revenue from those two casinos is about 
$218 million. 

In its previous meeting March 8, 
the Council passed a resolution allowing for 
a limited waiver of sovereign immunity, so 
that its new business partners could sue the 
Tribe in other venues besides Broward 
County - in the event of a default or other 
conflict that can not be resolved out of 
court. The new waiver allows the Tribe to 
be sued in federal, as well as state court. 

Dorsky called the waiver, and the 
$40 million loan it facilitated, a “normal 
commecial transaction.” 

Rep. Cypress was not through. 
After the revised Hard Rock resolutions 
were passed, he called for an audit of the 
Tribe by a “forensic accountant independent 
of the Tribal Council.” The resolution calls 


for an audit of “all expenditures of Tribal 
funds” for the past two fiscal years. 

Chairman Billie asked: “You can 
live by that, right?” 

Cypress replied: “I can live by 
that,” then added, “I’m getting tired of peo- 
ple out there bad-mouthing everybody, act- 
ing like little kids running all over the 
place. We can’t be having that. Everybody’s 
going to follow, or nobody’s going to fol- 
low. . . We’ve got to find out and let the 
people know where we’re at. So, we could 
all live by it.” 

Cox said the audit would allow an 
accountant to “get a little deeper” than the 
current auditing procedures do. “So it’s a 
good idea,” he added. 

The resolution, which calls for the 
auditor to report to Shore, passed 5-0. 

In other action, the Council this 
month. . . 

Approved a revocable permit for 
Lonnie Billie to build a cellular phone 
tower on a four-acre site in Big Cypress. 
Cox told the Council that he had been in 
negotiations with Nextel and AT&T for 
another cell tower site there. 

Approved a letter in support of 
Trail Liaison William Osceola, Don Billie 
and Theodore Billie seeking indigenous 
homesites in the Big Cypress National 
Preserve. The federally-controlled Preserve 
adjoins the Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation on the south side. A limited 
number of five-year renewable leases are 
available. 

Approved an agreement with 
Ormond Consulting Services to advise on 
the acquisition of Unisource Insurance, an 
insurance company the Tribe is acquiring. 

Approved the regular status of 50 
employees who have passed their 90-day 
provisional period. 

Discussed the idea of rotating 
Tribal Council meetings to other reserva- 
tions besides Hollywood. The idea was 
approved in theory at a Council meeting in 
June 2000. 

— Colin Kenny contributed to this report. 


Congressman Visits Clinic 




By Colin Kenny 

HOLLY- 
WOOD — Rep. 

Frank Pallone Jr. 

(D-New Jersey), 
who is on the 
House Indian 
Reorganization 
Committee, visited 
the Seminole 
Health Clinic, 

March 16. The tour 
of the facility was 
arranged by Tribal 
Counsel Jim Shore. 

The Congressman 
was accompanied 
by Tribal Liaison 
Steven Bowers and 
Tribal attorney Ross Holzman. 

Pallone ’s clinic tour included a 
meeting with Tribal Health Director 
Connie Whidden, Health Administrator 
Terry Sweat, Environmental Director 
Anthony Thomas and Managed Care 
Director Robert North. Pallone told 
Whidden and staff he was pushing for 
the re-authorization of the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act (IHIA) 
— legislation originally enacted in 
1976 with the existing bill scheduled to 
expire at the end of this fiscal year. 

Rep. Pallone said he was travelling 
around consulting with various Indian 
tribes to build a consensus on key poli- 
cy issues concerning IHIA. 

Whidden told the 

Congressman the average Medicaid 
recipient gets a little over $3,000 versus 
the $ 1 ,000 and change the average 
Seminole Tribal citizen receives in fed- 
erally subsidized health care. Sweat 
went on to say that the Seminole Tribe 
pays more per Tribal citizen than the 
average Medicare fund. 

The Congressman also learned 



Health Director Whidden speaks with Rep. Pallone. 


that in addition to the 2,700 Seminole 
Tribal citizens, the Tribe provides 
health care to 1,000 to 1,500 “urban 
Indians” — Indians living outside of 
the reservation who are not necessarily 
Seminole — for which the Tribe gets 
no federal reimbursement. 

“But not for the gaming rev- 
enue, the Tribe could not subsidize 
health care,” Whidden told the 
Congressman. She added that health 
facilities become popular during the 
powwow season, when Indians from all 
over the country take advantage of the 
Seminole services their own tribes lack. 

Pallone and Whidden both 
agreed the U.S. government has an 
obligation to subsidize health care for 
Indian tribes whether they generate rev- 
enue from gaming or not. “A lot of 
politicians want to put us in the main- 
stream, but we don’t want that,” 
Whidden told Pallone. 

Pallone also discussed the 
Seminole diabetes problems with 
Diabetes Program Manager Suzanne 
Davis. 


Press Spooks Osceola County Officials On Land Purchase 


■ See Editorial, Page 2 

By Libby Blake 

KISSIMMEE — The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s latest land purchase in 
Osceola County has officials here up in 
arms and vowing to fight. 

Over nothing. 

In an Orlando Sentinel story 
dated March 14 county officials were 
described as “taken off guard by the pur- 
chase.” Not so, say Tribal leaders, who 
insist officials and the newspaper have 
long known about Tribal real estate buys 
in the county named in 1887 for the 
famed Seminole warrior. 

The story left open a charge that 
the Tribe may be secretly planning to 
operate gaming on the property. 

The land in question is, in fact, 
the second phase of the Tribal Council- 
approved acquisition of the Partin Ranch 
located between Kissimmee and St. 

Cloud. On Feb. 15 of this year an addi- 
tional 1,121.45 acres was added to the 
61.76 acres purchased by the Tribe on 
Feb. 14. 2000. 

According to Tribal Realty 
Director George Johnson, who has han- 
dled the transactions for the Tribe, talks 
between the Seminoles and the Partins 
have been going on for several years. 

This, along with the initial purchase of 
land over a year ago, paints doubt on the 
Osceola County officials’ claim of being 
“taken off guard.” 

Osceola County Commission 
Chairman Ken Shipley has been the most 
vocal in his protests of the purchase. He is 
convinced the Tribe has purchased the 
land to open a casino and has been oft- 
quoted by the local media on the subject. 

“It’s a fight we can win,” Shipley 
told the Orlando Sentinel. (Shipley did 
not reply to requests for comments from 
the Seminole Tribune.) Also not very talk- 


ative is the Sentinel , whose editors were 
briefed last year on the purchase by 
General Counsel Jim Shore. 

Tribal representatives have met 
with the Sentinel s editorial board, includ- 
ing Project Editor Manning Pynn, and 
answered all of their questions regarding 
the Tribe’s land purchase. They have spent 
time over the last 1 8 months with the 
reporters and editors in a good faith effort 
to explain the Tribe’s purchase, a courtesy 
most private purchasers of real estate do 
not extend to any form of media. 

When pressed about where she 
got the idea that the Tribe planned a casi- 
no, April Hunt (author of the March 14 
story) replied that Gary Bitner, a market- 
ing expert hired by the Tribe, made com- 
ments to her about the Tribe’s casino 
plans. Bitner denied having any conversa- 
tion with Ms. Hunt. 

Confronted by Bitner on March 
15, Ms. Hunt back-pedaled claiming she 
was referring to comments Bitner made in 
a previous Sentinel story. “I never said a 
word about gaming. I don’t believe I ever 
talked with April Hunt,” said Bitner, who 
said his comments were limited to Tribal 
plans for a potential theme park on the 
site. 

Bitner ’s statement is echoed by 
Realty Director Johnson, who says the 
one word never discussed or mention dur- 
ing any negotiations with the Partins was 
“casino.” 

“(Seminole Tribal Chairman 
James E. Billie) told me from the very 
beginning that he didn’t want to hear the 
word ‘casino’ ever brought up. It’s even 
stated in the contracts, which are public 
record should anyone want to check, that 
the Tribe will not develop the land for any 
purpose the Partins, who are very upright 
Christian people, would find morally or 
ethically objectionable,” said Johnson. 


The Orlando Sentinel , Ms. Hunt 
and Commissioner Shipley obviously 
have not done their research and consulted 
public records before printing their 
assumptions on what the Tribe has 
planned for the land, said Johnson. 

Johnson also added that most of 
the land has been leased back to the Partin 
family for 10 years with renewal options 
when the leases are up. So that even if the 
Tribe wanted to develop it, they could not 
do it before 2011. Moreover, the many 
steps required to put the land in trust so 
that a casino might even be possible are 
prohibitive. 

“From the Seminole point of 
view, it’s ludicrous to think that this 
would be a casino,” said the Seminole 
Tribune s Pete Gallagher, quoted in Hunt’s 
March 14 story. “If they did turn it into a 
tourist opportunity, like Native American 
World, I wouldn’t be surprised. I’d be real 
surprised if there is even consideration for 
gaming.” 

Sentinel Editor Pynn said the 
Seminole visit to the newspaper’s office 
and the explanations given by Tribal 
Counsel Shore were never relayed to news 
reporters like Hunt: “The editorial board 
doesn’t talk with the reporters,” he said. 

Gallagher said he had talked to 
Hunt several times previous to the March 
14 article: “Each time I tried to explain 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to her. 
But I guess it never sunk in. I doubt she 
has done a minute of research on the 
topic.” 

According to Gallagher, every 
reporter in that area is “dying to connect 
the Tribe to gaming, yet none of them can 
give you any reason why. None of them 
have bothered to research the law. And 
they keep calling back with the same old 
questions.” 

“I guess some of the politicians 


want to use this issue to get votes or 
something,” said Chairman Billie. “All 
they are doing is spreading some sort of 
fear.” 

Tribal reservations (federal trust 
lands) are the only sites where gaming 
casinos are permitted. Obtaining federal 
trust status for Tribe purchased land 
involves a very lengthy process and is not 
often granted on land non-contiguous with 
other reservation land. The nearest 
Seminole reservation to the Partin Ranch 
is in Tampa. 

Federal trust status also requires 
permission from the local and state gov- 
ernments — okays that are highly unlike- 

iy- 

In an exclusive interview with 
this reporter, broker Father Roberts, who 
helped the Partin family in their negotia- 
tions with the Tribe, said not everyone in 
the community is disturbed by the pur- 
chase. 

“There are many people here 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 
Seminoles to the area. There’s a real, true 
Florida Cracker welcome mat out for 
you,” said Father Roberts. 

Roberts said the area has been 
overtaken with developers since Disney 
came in more than 30 years ago. It was 
because of these developers he got 
involved. 

The current patriarch of the 
Partin family is a fifth-generation resident 
and longtime friend to Father Roberts. 

The Partin family originally settled in the 
area in the mid 1850s and developed a 
relationship with the Seminoles nearby. 

Part of the Partin Ranch abuts 
with Lake Tohopekaliga, the first lake in 
the chain of lakes that lead to the Atlantic 
Ocean. The Seminoles used the waterways 
for travel and commuting between camps. 

Father Roberts, a deeply spiritual 


man, said he knew from the first time he 
met with Chairman Billie and shook his 
hand the co-joining of the Partins and the 
Seminoles was providential. Roberts said 
the name of the lake has always been pub- 
licized locally as meaning “sleeping 
tiger.” So when Chairman Billie came to 
first see the land he asked him what the 
word meant. 

“Chief Billie gazed out over the 
land and the lake, chuckled, and said it 
meant a gathering place where we will 
meet again,” said Roberts. “I knew in that 
moment that this was how it was meant to 
be. This land belonged to the Seminoles 
before the so-called pioneers, like Mike’s 
(Partin) ancestors, came here. Since the 
Partins had no choice but to sell in order 
to pay the estate taxes, which have been 
artificially inflated because of Disney, 
Universal Studios, Sea World and others, I 
wanted to see that the area was historical- 
ly and culturally maintained. That’s why I 
got involved and asked the family to 
approach the Tribe.” 

The Partin Ranch was the first 
commercial cattle operation in the state. 
The original Partin settler was the one 
who introduced the Brahmas to the 
Florida cattle, both his own herd and the 
herds of the Seminoles. The Brahmas and 
hybrids of the breed are still used today 
by the Tribe’s cattle program. “This long 
connection between the Partins and the 
Seminoles will continue now and into the 
future,” said Roberts. 

Several ideas for development of 
the property have been discussed by 
Father Roberts, the Partin family and 
Tribal officials. No firm plans are as yet 
in place but one thing is firm - there is 
not now or has there ever been plans for a 
casino. 

-- Peter B. Gallagher also contributed to 
this story 
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SPORTS 


Fair EIRA Rodeo: 
A ‘Point-full’ Event 


By Tommy Benn 

HOLLYWOOD — Bill Osceola 
Arena and the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) combined for lots of 
action, recently, at the annual Tribal Fair 
Rodeo. 

Native American cowboys and 
cowgirls showed their riding and roping 
abilities in pursuit of the elusive event 
championship, ready for that equally elu- 
sive perfect ride or run or, at least, one 
fast enough for a trip to the pay window. 

Shawn Best won the “All 
Around” title for the Hollywood Rodeo 
and the horse trailer sponsored by the 
Hollywood Board and Council with his 
top finish in the bareback ride and his sec- 
ond-place finish in the Saddle Bronc 
event. 

For the record: 

Mutton Bustin: Brantley 
Osceola, 30 seconds, 10 points; Deveon 
Jones, 9 points; Tylor Tigertail, 8 points. 
Calf Riding: Huston Osceola, 71, 10 
points; Ethan Gopher, 9 points; Seth 
Randolph, 8 points. Steer 
Riding: Justin Aldridge, 

5.28 seconds, 10 points; 

Roy Stewart, 3.56 second, 

9 points; Dayne Johns, 2.2 
seconds, 8 points. 

Junior Bull 

Riding: Nick Jumper, 63, 

10 points; Jerome Davis, 9 
points. Beginner’s Barrel 
Riding: Sheya Shelby 
DeHass, 18.23 seconds, 8 
points; Ravenne Osceola, 

20.46 seconds, 7 points. 

Novice Barrel Race: Jade 
Braswell, 17.03 seconds, 

10 points; Mckenzie Johns, 

17.48 seconds, 9 points; 

Kari Kroeplin, 17.79 sec- 
onds, 8 points. Breakaway 



Roping: Rudy 
Osceola, 5.0 sec- 
onds, 10 points; 

Billy Joe Johns, 

5.3 seconds, 9 
points. 

Bareback 
Riding: Shawn 
Best, 72, 10 
points. Koty 
Brugh, Alex 
Johns, Adam 
Turtle, Micheal 
Henry and 
Robert 

Youngblood split 
ground money. 

Steer 

Wrestling: 

Dean Conrad, 

6.0 seconds, 10 points; Marty Johns, 8.1 
seconds, 9 points; Robbie Chalfant, 9.1 
seconds, 8 points; Rodney Osceola, 9.6 
seconds, 7 points. 


TAKE A BOW: Keith Isley and his trick horse. 



Misty Weekley carries American flag. 


Saddle Bronc Riding: Robert 
Simpson, 74, 10 points; Shawn Best, 71,9 
points. Calf Roping: Corbin Warren, 14.8 
seconds, 10 points; Josh Jumper, 16.9 sec- 
onds, 9 points. Marty Johns, 23.0 seconds, 
8 points; Billy Joe Johns, 23.5 seconds, 7 
points. Breakaway Roping: Mindy Fish, 
12.4 seconds, 10 points; Jo Leigh Johns, 
14.7 seconds, 9 points. Ground Money 
was split by Billie Tiger, Trina Bowers, 
Theresa Bowers, Tina Billie Clarissa 
Bowers and Shelby Osceola. 

Team Roping: Marvin Bowers 
& Amos Tiger, 7.6 seconds, 10 points; 
Rudy Osceola & Cicero Osceola, 13.0 
seconds, 9 points; Corbin Warren & 
Brandon Wright, 16.9 seconds, 8 points; 
Justin Gopher & Sampson Gopher, 17.5 
seconds, 7 points; Reno Osceola & 
Rodney Osceola, 20.2 seconds, 6 points. 

Barrel Racing: Tess 
Ducheneaux, 10 points; Holly Johns, 9 
points; Ayze Henry, 8 points. 


Big Cypress All-Indian Rodeo Results 



By Tommy Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — The Junior 
Cypress Arena at the Big Cypress 
Entertainment Complex recently hosted 
an All-Indian Rodeo. Seminole Tribal citi- 
zen Marty Johns’ Marki Rodeo 
Productions supplied rough stock, bare- 
back and saddle bronc horses, bulls, steer 
and roping calves. It was a big night for 
the Brighton resident, but he was ready to 
meet the challenge. 

Riding and placing in all three 
rough stock events earned Shawn Best a 
total of 28 points for the evening making 
him the show’s “All Around Cowboy.” 



Sheyanna Osceola waits to run barrels. 


For the record: 

Mutton Bustin: 

Nauthkee 
Henry, 20.35 
seconds, 10 
points; Tylor 
Tigertail, 13.21 
seconds, 9 
points; Brantley 
Osceola, 2.06 
seconds, 8 
points. Calf 
Riding: Ethan 
Gopher, 41, 10 
points; Seth 
Randolf, 3.61, 9 
points; Huston 
Osceola, 3.39, 8 
points. 

Steer 

Riding: Roy 

Steward, 10 
points; Justin 
Aldridge, 9 
points; Randall Osceola, 8 points. Junior 
Bull Riding: Nick Jumper, 48, 10 points; 
Jerome Davis, 9 points. Beginners Barrel 
Race: Nauthkee Henry, 19.55 seconds, 10 
points; Sheyanna Osceola, 20.22 seconds, 
9 points; Shelby DeHass, 20.34 seconds, 8 
points. 

Novice Barrel Racing: Jade 
Braswell, 19.04 seconds, 10 points; Kari 
c Kroeplin, 19.31 seconds, 9 points; 

| Mackenzie Johns, 20.13 seconds, 8 points, 
g* Breakaway Roping - 50 And Over: Paul 
g Bowers Sr., 10 points; Rudy Osceola, 9 
H points. 

Bareback Riding: Shawn Best, 
67, 10 points; Robert Simpson, 63, 9 
points. Steer Wrestling: Marty Johns, 

6.31 seconds, 10 points; Dean Conrad, 


15.09 seconds, 9 points; Jeff Johns, 24.23, 
8 points. Calf Roping: None qualified. 
Marty Johns, Homer Coleman and 
Alfonso Tigertail split the ground money. 

Breakaway Roping: Jo Leigh 
“Boogie” Johns, 10 points. Trina Bowers, 
Mindy Fish, Theresa Bowers, Billie Tiger, 
Tina Billie, Shelby Osceola, Carissa 
Bowers and Tracy Coleman split ground 
money. 

Barrel Racing: Tess 

Ducheneaux, 18.18 seconds, 10 points; Jo 
Leigh Johns, 18.76 seconds 9 points; 

Trina Bowers, 19.36 seconds, 8 points; 
Holly “Scooter” Johns, 19.37 seconds, 7 
points. Bull Riding: Doug Fish, 77, 10 
points; Shawn Best, 75, 9 points; Koty 
Brugh, 69, 8 points. 


Edmonson Tops Field At Brighton Rodeo 



By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — All Around 
Cowboy honors went to Howard 
Edmonson while Naha Jumper finished 
second at the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) event held at the Fred 
Smith Arena during the Brighton Field 
Days celebration. 

Edmonson took two first places, 
earning 10 points each. In the steer 
wrestling competition, Edmonson jumped 
his steer in 4.4 seconds. He also took top 
honors in calf roping, with a time of 12.8 
seconds. 

Naha Jumper took a pair of third 
place finishes to place second overall. The 
Big Cypress cowboy wrestled his steer in 
7.2 seconds for third in that event, and 
had a run of 18.3 seconds for third in calf 
roping, earning 8 points each. 

The rodeo was the first time 
Marty Johns brought his new Marki 
Rodeo Productions to the hometown 
crowd. Johns, the Brighton Board 
Representative, did his part and his stock 



Robert Youngblood scores in saddle 
bronc. 


did its giving the rough stock 
riders all they wanted to han- 
dle and more. 

The following are 
the results: 

Mutton Bustin’: 

Nauthkee Henry, 30 seconds; 

Trewson Pierce, 8:3 seconds; 

Lauren Osceola, 5:99 sec- 
onds. Calf Riding: Ethan 
Gopher, 57, 10 points; D. 

Jamie Gonzalez, 42, 9 points; 

Nathan Gopher, 8 points. 

Steer Riding: Roy 
Stewart, 68, 10 points; Justin 
Aldridge, 64, 9 points. Junior 
Bull: Steven Billie, 70, 10 
points. Jasper Thomas, 9 
points. Beginning Barrel: 

Sheyanna Osceola, 15:46 sec- 
onds, 10 points; Nauthkee 
Henry, 15:82 seconds, 9 
points; Taylor Johns, 16:39 seconds, 8 
points. 

Breakaway Roping — 50 and 
over: Billy Joe Johns, 5:9 seconds, 10 
points; Paul Bowers Sr., 6.2 seconds, 9 
points. Novice Barrels: Jade Braswell, 
14:88 seconds, 10 points; Mckenzie 
Johns, 15:82 seconds, 9 points; Brooke 
Templeman, 16:94 seconds, 8 points. 

Bareback Riding: Alex Johns, 
69, 10 points. Shawn Best, 68, 9 points. 
Steer Wrestling: Howard Edmonson, 4.4, 
10 points; Robbie Chalfant, 5.3, 9 points. 
Naha Jumper, 7.2, 8 points. 

Saddle Bronc: Devon Richter, 
68, 10 points; Jay Lewis, 65, 9 points; 
Robert Youngblood, 8 points. Calf 
Roping: Howard Edmonson, 12.8 sec- 
onds, 10 points, Corbin Warren, 17.0 sec- 
onds, 9 points; Naha Jumper, 18.3 sec- 
onds, 8 points. 


Breakaway Roping: Billie 
Tiger, 8.2 seconds, 10 points; Mindy Fish, 
Trina Bowers, Shelby Osceola, Carissa 
Bowers, Jo Leigh Johns and Thresa 
Bowers split ground money. Team 
Roping: Robert Simpson & Corbin 
Warren, 8.7 seconds, 10 points; Marvin 
Bowers & Amos Tiger, 10.7 seconds, 9 
points; Cicero Osceola & Rudy Osceola, 

12.1 seconds, 8 points; Justin Gopher & 
Samson Gopher, 14.2 seconds, 7 points; 
Michael Henry & Robert Youngblood, 

15.1 seconds, 6 points. 

Barrel Racing: Tess 
Ducheneaux, 14.81 seconds, 10 points; 
Brenda Youngblood, 15.58 seconds, 9 
points; Ayze Henry, 15.59 seconds, 8 
points; Holly Johns, 15.62 seconds, 7 
points. 

Bull Riding: Koty Brugh, 85, 10 
points; Doug Fish, 77, 9 points; Shawn 
Best, 75, 8 points. 


Mercer wins 

BIG CYPRESS — A Board Hog 
Hunt was held on the Big Cypress 
Reservation starting on Feb. 20. Board 
Representative Mondo Tiger coordinated 
the hunt. Prize monies were donated by 
Board President Mitchell Cypress and 
Council Representative David Cypress. 

Monies went to the top three par- 
ticipants bagging the biggest hogs and 
also to the hunter whose hog had the 
longest tusks. 

Winners were as follows: 

Heaviest Hog: 1st place - Donelda 


Hog Hunt 

Mercer with a 300 pound hog, 2nd place 
- Lonnie Billie 210 pound hog, and 3rd 
place - Naha Jumper 175 pound hog. 
Longest Tusk Winner was Naha Jumper. 
The tusks on his hog were 3 inches long. 

Others participates in the hunt 
included Jason Grasshopper, Nathan 
Billie, Kenny Davis and Justin Davis. 

“I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in the hunt. I also would 
also like to thank Mitchell and David 
Cypress for their donations,” said Mondo 
Tiger. 



L-R: Cherilee Hall and Tiffany Doctor show their awards. 


Sports Banquet Held At 
Admiral Farragut Academy 


By Janice Billie 

ST. PETERSBURG — Two 

Seminole students attending Admiral 
Farragut Academy in St. Petersburg were 
among the students honored with letters in 
basketball at the school’s Winter Sport 
Season Athletic Banquet. 

Cherilee Hall of Big Cypress and 
Tiffany Doctor of Hollywood stood with 
their teammates on the Varsity Girls 
Basketball team as Coach Bill Ford laud- 
ed his team for their efforts and achieve- 
ments and awarded them their letters. 

“It was educational to coach a 
female team, they learned about basket- 
ball and I learned about women,” said 
Coach Ford. The team achieved an 8-8 


record for the year, which turned out to be 
the best record in the Academy’s history. 
The team also honored their coach by giv- 
ing him a miniature basketball paper- 
weight signed by the team. As she pre- 
sented the gift Cherilee quipped to Ford, 
“now if any of us ever gets famous, you 
can show this and prove that you knew us 
when.” 

It is the third and final year for 
Cherilee at AFA and she is looking for- 
ward to graduating in May. She is plan- 
ning to spend the summer at home and 
start fall classes at Intermont College in 
Virginia. Tiffany is a junior and this is her 
second year at the academy. Her plans are 
to return next year and graduate. 


Swift Bird: Archambault Ends 
Fabulous, Controversial Career 


By John Harjo and Brent Cahwee 

BRANSON, MO. — College 
of Notre Dame’s Jim Glosson sank two 
free throws with three seconds left on 
the clock to put his 
squad up by one point, 

88-87, against the 
Huron (SD) 

Screaming Eagles in 
the opening round of 
the NAIA Division II 
National Basketball 
Championships, last 
week. 

Suddenly, all 
eyes were on the man they call Swift 
Bird: Russell Archambault (Lakota 
Sioux) — the only Native American on 
the Huron team. The controversial 
Archambault, a senior playing his last 
game in a tumultuous collegiate career, 
took the inbounds pass . . . and missed 
his final shot. Huron finished the season 
18-13. 

Archambault led all 
scorers with 44 
points. 

The missed 
final shot does noth- 
ing to diminish one 
of the greatest 
careers of any 
American Indian 
athlete in history, 
rivaling the great 
Jim Thorpe in 
accomplishment. 

This season 
Archambault was 
“Player of the 
Week” for Jan. 7-13, 
first team All Dakota 
Athletic Conference 

10 (DAC10) selec- 
tion, the DAC 10 
MVP, a first team 
All American and 
the NAIA Division 

11 Player of the Year. 

(He was a second 
team All-American 
last season and he was a two-time All- 
State player, once in Minnesota and once 
in North Dakota, along with honors as a 
1995 Parade high school All-American.) 

Archambault’ s highest scoring 
game this past season was a 51 -point 
house cleaning against Black Hills State 
on January 1 3th. His second highest 
scoring outing for the season was a 46- 
point onslaught versus Jamestown State. 
Suffering from mononucleosis, 
Archambault sat out the first seven 
games of the season and Huron started 
the season off 0-7. After his return they 
went 18-6. 

Basketball fans might remem- 
ber Archambault on the Minnesota 


Golden Gophers team that made the 
1997 Final Four. Unfortunately, the next 
season he was kicked off the team for 
violating team policy - leaving the hotel 
— after playing in 19 
games. But the discipli- 
nary measure remains 
steeped in controversy. 

The teammate who accom- 
panied Archambault on the 
walk to get something to 
eat was only suspended 
briefly. 

A few months later, 
Archambault played a key 
role in the Minnesota basketball home- 
work scandal, which resulted in the 
release of the head coach and many ath- 
letic department administrators. A bas- 
ketball tutor admitted to doing home- 
work for members of the Minnesota bas- 
ketball team. Archambault spoke out, as 
did other players. 

Archambault spent a year of 
recreational basket- 
ball while attending 
Oglala Lakota 
College in Kyle, SD, 
eventually transfer- 
ring to Huron. 

Archambault grew 
up around alcohol, 
abuse, and poverty 
on the Standing Rock 
Indian Reservation in 
Fort Yates, ND. “I 
just wanted to get 
away . . . Basketball 
is an obsession, an 
outlet that I used to 
go to college ... I 
used it for education 
and now I am where 
I want to be (a col- 
lege senior),” 
Archambault said. 

Scouts from the 
Phoenix Suns, 

Indiana Pacers, 
Chicago Bulls, and 
the Miami Heat have 
all been to watch his 
games this past season. He anticipates 
being drafted late in the first round or 
early in the second of the NBA draft — 
a goal of Archambault’ s since childhood. 

Archambault also puts on “The 
Rocker,” an all-night tournament to help 
kids who want to play basketball, learn 
to stay out of trouble, and meet some 
college players and good role models. 

He is a role model who copnquered 
adversity, remained in school, and now 
looks toward a promising future. 

— John Harjo (Creek/Seminole) and 
Brent Cahwee (Euchee/Pawnee) are co- 
founders of www.ndnsports.com. 




Poster celebrates-athlete’s record. 
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4-HSale 

By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — It’s in, all 
done, hammer down, sold at the 15th 
annual Seminole 4-H Livestock Sale. 

The 15th annual 4-H Show and 
Sale was a huge success for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 4-H program 
and all those involved. Parents, children, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles - it seems 
everyone gets involved this time of year. 

It takes a lot of volunteers and 
extra help to make the show and sale 
work. Polly Osceola Hayes, 4-H 
Director, is sincerely grateful to those 
who lent a helping hand. She sends a 
special warm “Thank You” to all those 
who got involved. 

The weigh-in is always the 
hardest part of the pre-show. This year’s 
eleven steers were turned back because 
they didn’t make the weight. Two other 
steers were deemed unmanageable, and 
they were not allowed in the showing 
either. Several swine found themselves in 
the same category of not making weight 
and they too were disallowed from the 
judging. 

Steers had to weigh over 900 
pounds to enter the show ring. The same 
ownership rule applied from last year’s 
agenda - the steers had to come from a 
Seminole-owned herd either from an 
individual Seminole cattle operator or 
from one of the Tribe’s Board cattle 
operations. Eighteen steers made it to the 
show ring. 

Swine had to weigh over 180 
pounds to be accepted for the 4-H show 
ring in order to be judged. A total of 87 
swine made weight. Four swine didn’t 
make weight and were not shown. 

The annual sale dinner was 
served before the sale to get all the 
buyers in the right frame of mind. 

This year, as in past years, the task 
was left in the capable hands of 
Brighton citizen Debbie Johns. “To 
all those who helped with cooking, 
serving, or with the table and area 
decorations, thanks,” said Johns. 

J.R. Huff, known as the 
“Master of the grill,” grilled both 
pork and beef ribeye and ribs for the 
crowd. 

Kevin Osceola led the gath- 
ering with an invocation. Auctioneer 
Brian Trimble read the rules and 
conditions of the sale. The ring men, 

Don Robertson, Norman Johns and 
Larry Davis, took their assigned spot 
in the ring to spot the bidders. Benny 
Hernandez, Janice Garicas, Kenny 
Tommie and Raymond Mora kept 
the swine ready while Andrew and 
Kaye Bowers kept the swine in sale 
order. Leoma Simmons and Lizina 
Bowers handled the secretary chores. 
Teresa Bowers and Sherry Gore 
helped where needed. 



Pee- Wee Stockmen Cody, Joshua, and Quintin Tiger show off their steer. 


A Peewee calf class, a first this 
year, had four entries giving the younger 
children an opportunity to learn how the 
shows work. 

This year’s Grand Champion 
steer was owned and shown by Mary 
Huff. Huff’s steer weighed 1 ,205 pounds 
and came from her Uncle Scott “Cotton” 
Baxley’s Brighton herd. The steer 
weighed 740 pounds at the original 
weigh-in and gained 465 pounds in 226 
days of feeding and conditioning leading 
up to sale time. 

The Reserve Champion Steer 
came from Brighton cattle herd owner 
Patty Waldron. It was purchased and 
shown by Holly “Scooter” Johns. 
Michael Daughtry judged the steers. 



Most weight gain honors went 
to herdsman Clint Hutchinson whose 
steer gained 611 pounds - an average of 
2.7 pounds per day. 

Swine number 398, owned and 
shown by Joshua Young, was judged 
Grand Champion Swine. It topped the 
scale at 305 pounds. Reserve Champion 
swine honors went to number 396 weigh- 
ing in at 273 pounds and belonging to 
Roy Stewart. The 87 swine that made 
weight were judged by Audrey Beany. 

“I would like to thank the par- 
ents and community members for their 
involvement in making the show and sale 
another success,” said Hayes. “Tribal 
Chairman James E. Billie, Councilman 
Jack Smith Jr. of Brighton, Davis 
Cypress of Big Cypress, Max 
Osceola of Hollywood, and Elaine 
Aguilar of Immokalee; the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Board President 
Mitchell Cypress, the Board 
Representatives Alex Johns - 
Brighton, Mondo Tiger - Big 
Cypress, Carl Baxley - Hollywood 
and Delores Jumper - Immokalee, 
the parents for all their time and 
efforts the volunteer throughout the 
years who make 4-H programs 
work.” 

“The 4-H club members worked 
hard on their projects, this can be 
seen by the animals they bring in to 
the show ring. The 4-H projects are 
for many their first adventure to see 
these programs. The working youth 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
will be our Tribal leaders of tomor- 
row. 4-H projects and programs are 
a great life experience for our chil- 
dren. It helps to lead them in the 
right direction, to make the right 
choices, and stay on the right paths, 
and to think for themselves. Again I 
thank you, one and all.” 


Grand Champion (front), owner Joshua Young. 


Bo Knows Agriculture 



Tribe’s new extension agent Bo Olswanger. 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — The 

Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
New Extension Agent Burl 
“Bo” Olswanger Jr. has relo- 
cated from Hernando, Miss, 
to Seminole Country replac- 
ing longtime agent Sabrina 
Tuttle who resigned to contin- 
ue her education at College 
Station’s Texas A&M 
University. 

Olswanger received 
his Bachelor of Science 
(Animal and Plant Science) in 
1 969 from Mississippi State 
University at Starkville. He 
received his Master’s Degree 
(Science Education, 

Curriculum and Instruction) 
from the University of 
Memphis in 1985. To further 
his education Olswanger 
graduated from the U.S. 

Army Command and General 
Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan. in 1994 
and retired from military 
service at the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

Born in Memphis, 

Dec. 28,1947, Olswanger 
answers to the handle of “Bo” 

A man of small frame and 
warm smiling face, he seems 
ready to meet the challenges of his new lot 
in life — officially titled the University of 
Florida Agricultural and National 
Resources Extension Agent for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Olswanger will 
be working closely with Don Robertson 
(Seminole Tribal Natural Resource 
Director) and with Polly Osceola Hayes 
(Director of the Seminole Youth 4-H pro- 
grams). 

Though he has never been 
employed as an extension agent before, 
Olswanger ’s work and education experi- 
ence seems to have covered all the major 
areas for this job. Working with state, fed- 
eral and local governments and learning 
their various rules and ways of work. 
Olswanger has a good grip on reality, hav- 
ing served as teacher, U.S. Marine and 
Army Officer, postal worker and — most 
importantly — 30 years service as a gentle- 
man farmer. 

As a schoolteacher, he was the 
FFA (Future Farmers of America) advisor 
working with student projects and fundrais- 
ers, teaching horticulture and science at 
both the middle school and high school 
level 

Bo joined the Marines in 1969, 
completing Officers Candidate School, and 
was commissioned a 2nd Lt. During his 
three years of active duty, he served 14 
months in Vietnam discharged in 1971. 


Returning to the family farm in 
Mississippi, Bo farmed various money 
crops: soybeans, winter wheat, milo, com 
and peaches. He also became a certified 
tree farmer and did some aquatic farming 
(alligator and catfish). He followed and 
administrated a three-fold farm manage- 
ment plan one each for wildlife habitat, 
erosion control and timber farming. 

Teaching public school for six 
years he stayed active in many after school 
programs, including FFA advisor. 

Now relocated in Florida, 
Olswanger has hopes to purchase some 
agricultural property to continue his farm- 
ing efforts. His home in Hernando, like 
much of South Florida, is growing and rap- 
idly losing its agricultural roots and he is 
ready to make the move to a more mral 
area like Glades County. 

Olswanger is computer-literate and 
understands the importance of making 
deadlines. His working abilities either by 
himself, or with individuals or groups, 
should prove extremely helpful in his 
newly acquired position. 

Welcome Mr. Olswanger to the 
land of the Seminole, where the snake and 
reptile crawl and distance to anywhere is a 
way of life. The land that time and Mother 
Nature forgot, and where the Devil is afraid 
to venture: the Florida ‘glades, home of the 
Florida Seminole! 


Cattle Drive Kicks Off 
Roberts Ranch Festival 



Tribal cowgirls prepare to move the herd north. 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — The 2nd 
Annual Roberts Ranch Round-up and 
Festival got started with a cattle drive, 

March 10. Over 30 cowboys and cowgirls 
drove two-dozen head of cattle from the 
Immokalee Seminole Youth Ranch to the 
Roberts’ ranch. 

Hundreds of spectators lined SR 29 
north through town as the procession, led by 
a horse-drawn covered wagon, meandered 
its way to the ranch to kick off the two-day 
celebration. The cattle were corralled at the 
original Roberts home site, the future site of 
the 15.2-acre Roberts Ranch Pioneer 
Museum. 

Tribal citizens participate in the 
cattle drive and festival because of their 
long association with the Roberts family. 

The Roberts family gave the Tribe the origi- 
nal 4.7 acres of land for the Immokalee 
Reservation and has had various dealings with the 
Tribe through the years. 

Collier County government added the 
Roberts Ranch to its system of history museums 
located in Naples and Everglades City. The festival 
was started last year as 
a fundraiser for the 
restoration of the origi- 
nal structures and to 
educate the public 
about the pioneering 
white man’s way of life 
in Southwest Florida. 

The festival 
included walking tours 
of the home and sur- 
rounding structures, 
reenactments and story- 
tellers from Company 
B. of the 3rd Florida 
Infantry, storyteller 
Anna Jai Kingsley - a 
free African American 
women from the period, 
and Seminole women under the chickee showing off 
their basketry and patchwork. 

Newly-elected Collier County 


Commissioner Jim Colette welcomed everyone to the 
event and Immokalee. “Immokalee represents small 
town America and family values as we know it,” said 
Colette. 

Entertainment was provided by country and 
bluegrass bands Tater 
Hill, Borderline, Lane 
Price, Dillon Thomas, 
Cindy Hackney, Mitzi, 
and Nub & Company. 

Roberts Ranch is 
home to the oldest citrus 
groves in Collier County 
and the Red Cattle 
Company. Robert 
Roberts, along with wife 
Sarah and seven of their 
nine children (two were 
later born in Immokalee) 
and 300 head of scrub 
cattle, moved from Ona, 
Fla. to the area in 1914. 
The two- story home that 
is part of the museum 

site was built in 1926. 

The Roberts family helped organize and 
build the town’s first church, First Baptist Church of 
Immokalee, in 1928. The original 
building was moved to its site 
next to the family home in 1 990 to 
be included in the historic preser- 
vation project. 

Included among the various 
outbuildings on the site is a chick- 
ee. Local Seminole citizens built 
the recently added structure. It and 
the church are the only structures 
not original to the site. 

According to the Roberts fami- 
ly, they have always had a “neigh- 
borly relationship” with the 
Seminoles. Oldest son Dius 
Roberts had a store in Immokalee, 
Roberts Store, where the 
Seminoles would bring ‘gator 
hides to trade. 



Head ‘em up moooooo....ve 6 em out! 



Jet 

Continued from page 1 

affect the fate of the Tribe’s Gulfstream IV jet, which 
had been promised for delivery to another buyer once 
the Tribe had taken delivery of the Gulfstream V (G- 
V) — a slightly larger, 17-seat model. Now that the 
Gulfstream V deal is apparently off, the Tribe could 
be jetless. 

“We’re going to keep it,” Billie said. “But to 
lose the $3.5 million - what kind of wise business 
decision is that?” 

Reasons for the decision were not immedi- 
ately apparent. But the structure of the special meet- 
ing gave clues. Attorney Eric Dorsky and 
Government Officer Tim Cox were each asked to 
explain the financing and other particulars. A third 
expert in corporate jet financing, Townsend Hyatt, 
came all the way from Portland, OR, to discuss the 
options. 

Cox warned the Council that it would be 
more advantageous for the Tribe to take delivery of 
the G-V and then sell it. But Hyatt said that would 
trigger pre-payment penalties of about $ 1 million, 
plus fees, if the Tribe financed the purchase with tax- 
free bonds. 

“It would not be favorably received,” Hyatt 
said, adding that it would create “an awkward situa- 
tion” for bond-holders, or other lenders. 

Allison Osceola, who works in Cox’s office, 
asked if it would be an option to lease the G-V rather 
than sell it. Max Osceola said yes, it would. 

“The trouble is, it’s a nuisance,” Chairman 


Billie said, adding that it would not be cost-effective 
to lease a single airplane that could be anywhere in 
the world at a given time. 

“We’re not going to lose money,” Billie 
said. “We could save money by buying that airplane.” 
He reminded the audience that another jet, the 
Falcon, was previously sold and the proceeds used to 
pay off a Tribal emergency. Cox said the Tribe stood 
to make a profit of $8-$9 million on the sale of the 
G-IV. 

“The G-V is a real nice airplane. It repre- 
sents you very well in the world,” Billie said. 

Cox and the Chairman argued that the G-V 
was cheaper to operate than the G-IV. Because of 
greater fuel economy, it could save at least $ 1 00 per 
hour in operating costs. Last year, Cox said the G-IV 
logged 840 hours. The same flight schedule would 
have saved at least $84,000, while carrying four more 
passengers per flight. Cox also said there was a sell- 
er’s market for the plane, and that he could find a 
buyer within 60 days. 

But their arguments fell on deaf ears. 

“How about if we go flying into another 
country, like Nicaragua?” Vice-Chairman Cypress 
asked at one point, an apparent reference to the 
Tribe’s activities in that former Central American 
trouble spot. 

“It really depends on the purpose, rather 
than the destination,” Hyatt said. Earlier, Cox had 
listed 1 1 flight activities which “must constitute 90 
percent of the use of the aircraft.” He said the G-IV 
flight logs for the last year showed the Tribe was “in 
compliance” with those uses. 


Lake 

Continued from page 1 

and Cabinet, sitting as the Board of Trustees, to 
reconsider the ban. 

Bush’s staff, however, says no. 

Bush’s decision was relayed by Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) ombudsman 
Benji Brumberg, who said flatly “Deadhead logging 
on lakes is over. I doubt it will be brought back 
before the Board of Trustees as long as he is gover- 
nor.” 

“Right now, it is the best way to go.,” said 
Bush’s Cabinet Affairs aide Jose Boscan. “There are 
too many issues we need to resolve here first.” 

Brumberg also announced that a permit to 
“de-muck” Newnan’s Lake had been withdrawn by 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) after a high level meeting of 
DEP and FWC lawyers in Tallahassee recently. 
Objections raised in Tribune stories by Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Dr. Patricia Wickman set the 
stage for a fight neither the DEP, nor the FWC want- 
ed to join, said Brumberg. 

FWC officials sought to take advantage of 
low water levels to “re-energize” the lake by scraping 
muck from the lakebed. “They all seem to think it 
will help fishing, wildlife, water quality and all that,” 
says Brumberg. “That may well be true. But the 
threat to any unfound canoes and other artifacts 
would make it difficult.” 

Brumberg expressed irritation that the matter 
was even raised, given the controversy over more 
than 100 ancient canoes found last spring during a 
DEP-permitted deadhead logging operation. Radio- 
carbon tests have dated most of the canoes as 3,000 
to 5,000 years old. Eight canoes were damaged dur- 


ing the removal of 240 logs from the exposed lakebed 
by Santa Rosa Beach logger L.C. Pinson, whose 
activities were stopped by Gov. Bush. 

Pinson later applied to log nearby Lochloosa 
Lake as well as return to Newnan’s to retrieve 100 or 
so logs he had left when ordered to stop. A former 
treasure hunter, Pinson also offered his services with 
“ground penetrating radar” to aid the state in locating 
canoes. 

When DEP officials began processing 
Pinson’s applications, Brumberg stepped into the fray. 
“Newnan’s Lake will be the last lake on earth anyone 
will de-muck,” Brumberg swears. 

The Sierra Club was ready to take legal 
action for an injunction against logging in Florida 
lakes. “There are no adequate environmental regula- 
tions regarding logging in lakes,” says Tiana Burton, 
Sierra’s Florida Issue Chair. “And there is really no 
law enforcement for this activity.” 

According to Burton, the Florida Attorney 
General issued a “flawed” 1 999 opinion reinstating 
deadhead logging - banned in Florida for more than 
two decades. Attorney General Bob Butterworth 
based his opinion on the right of property owners to 
recover logs lost during waterfront lumber operations 
many years ago. The submerged logs are considered 
fine hardwood and have grown in value over the 
years. 

“That opinion concerned branded logs, only. 
Property where you could trace ownership.,” says 
Burton, who says Sierra may still file suit. “But not 
one of the logs removed from Newnan’s Lake had a 
brand. I don’t think they’ve found very many branded 
logs anywhere. This whole program needs to be sun- 
setted.” 

DEP official Gordon Roberts, a supervisor of 
the deadhead program, was asked by the Tribune to 
produce a list of branded logs found since the pro- 
gram was reinstated last April 1 . He declined. 
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Seminole Casino News 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO AND 
GAMING — Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6 , Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 
34974 . (800) 360-9875. 


outs. The Eggstraordinary Jackpot, accumulated floor 
sales from the 1st through the 14th over $200 from 
each night plus the floor sales from the night of the 
15th, will be a Must Go. 

Spring Fling savings will be 
offered on all packs every Friday in 
April. All packs will be $10 and $20 
and still pay $150 and $250. 

The latest poker room craze 
“Rack Attack” is coming to the Casino 
in April. Three lucky poker players will 
be drawn to select and rack as many 
poker chips as possible within 60 sec- 
onds from a pile of chips scattered on 
the table in front of them. Of course 
they will be blindfolded to add a little 
fun and increase the challenge. 

To qualify and receive a drawing ticket, a 
player must buy into a main tournament on Tuesday, 
Saturday or the Sunday All Ladies tournament or be a 
poker player with an aces-full or better poker hand in 
a live action game, mini or main tournament. 

Drawing tickets will have the scheduled date of the 
event printed on them. 

Rack Attack chips will 
include $500 in Casino poker chips, 

$30 in gift certificates for the Josiah 
Restaurant, free mini tournament pass, 
free drinks in the poker room for one 
month (excluding alcoholic beverages), 
a Mystery chip and a Joker chip. 

COCONUT CREEK CASI- 
NO — 5550 N.W. 40th St., Coconut 
Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977-6700. 

One-year anniversary celebra- 
tions continue throughout the month 
with the following scheduled events: 

March 23rd - Center stage inside the 
casino: Recording artist Jessi James & Band from 9 
p.m. - 1 a.m. performing top 40 hits. 

March 24th - Center stage inside the casino: 
Cachet featuring Shelina from 12 p.m. - 3 p.m. per- 
forming top 40 hits and Latin mix. Michael Welch & 
Cutting Edge from 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. performing 
R&B sounds of the 70s and 80s. The Broward Brass 
Orchestra from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. performing Big 
Band and Swing tunes. Latin 
recording artist Max Montana & 

Ocean Sound from 10:30 p.m. - 2 
a.m. performing salsa, flamingo, 
samba, and meringue. 

Outside the casino: 

Fireworks on the Casino Lake at 8 
p.m. Majic 102. 7FM Diner and DJ 
Joe Johnson from 7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
playing oldies mix. Games, free 
hot dogs, soda and ice cream from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

For the kids, Miss Paula will be doing face painting 
and Billy Joe Bob will be creating balloon animals 
from 6 p.m. 8 p.m. 

March 25th - Center stage inside the casino: 
The Togetherness Band from 12 p.m. - 2 p.m. per- 
forming Reggae and Calypso. The Charlie Brown 
Band featuring Yvonne from 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
performing Jazz and a tribute to Billy Holiday. Shelly 
& The Fabtones from 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. performing hits 
from the 50s and 60s. Twice as Nice featuring 
Westley Stevens and Shelly Dartez from 9:30 p.m. - 
12 a.m. performing pop, R&B, and Jazz. 


Outside the casino: Antique and Classic Car 
Show from 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. Over 100 autos will be 
on display. There will also be “Celebrity Look-A- 
Likes” on site. Prizes will be given away throughout 
Saturday and Sunday (trips, electronics, gift certifi- 
cates, and cash). Free casino T-shirts and auto visors 
will also be given out. 

Danny Arbell and Prime Time 
will perform golden oldies 
March 25th from 12 p.m. - 4 
p.m. during the car show. Radio 
personality Wolfman, from 
WAXY - FM, will emcee the 

weekend activities. 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle promo from 

12 midnight March 23 to 12 midnight March 25 - 
the first person who hits a $ 200,000 or more jackpot 
at the casino will not only win the cash but the 
Harley-Davidson. 

April festivities will kick-off spring 
and the Easter celebration. Two special 
performers planned for the month are 
Headway featuring Donna performing 
top 40 hits, oldies, and a little bit of 
country on April 15 from 7:30 p.m. - 
1 1 :30 p.m. and The Tommy Nehls 
Trio, one of Florida’s hottest jazz per- 
formers, on April 29 from 1 p.m. - 5 
p.m. 

The jazz doesn’t stop as the casino 
will give away a grand prize trip for 
two to New Orleans including hotel 
and airfare. Look for more April events in the April 

13 issue of the Tribune. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF HOL- 
LYWOOD — 4150 N. S.R. 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 323-5452. 

April is full of excitement at the casino. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday get $5 off the matinee 
bingo session. Every Wednesday 
evening is Triple nickel night with a 
$ 1 5 admission price and $5 off nite 
owl bingo. All day each Monday Ko 
Na Wi cardholders can receive triple 
points. 

Easter Sunday, April 15, bingo will 
be closed for matinee and mini pack 
session to prepare for the night special 
giveaway. Starting at 5 p.m. the bingo 
doors open with 25 gift baskets to be 
given away during the evening session 
and 10 baskets during the nite owl. 
Manager’s specials will be given out 

all day long. 

Poker specials for April are still in the plan- 
ning stages. Look for more details in the next issue 
of the Tribune. 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 34142. 
(941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. 

Immokalee Seminole Indian Casino has 

been celebrating its 7-year anniver- 
sary all throughout March. Since 
opening in Feb. 1994, the casino 
has become the largest attraction in 
southwest Florida. 

Special promotions, including 
Jackpot Club Day March 10, St. 
Patrick’s Day intermission special 
with Lucky Leprechaun Gold 
coins, free T-shirts, and free buf- 
fets, have been just a part of the celebrations. 

The celebration will culminate March 3 1 
when the casino will give away $17,000 in drawing 
prizes plus $58,000 in Bingo cash and prizes. Seven 
$1,000 drawings will begin at 3 p.m. with a grand 
prize drawing for $ 1 0,000 at midnight. Players still 
have the rest of the month to collect their drawing 
tickets. 

Bingo packs will include 20 regular games 
paying $1,199. Four Corner and Seminole Blackout 
consolations will also pay $1,199. Bonanza and 
Super Jackpot will be a Must Go $5,000 each. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 


The casino is offering Eggstraordinary 
Easter Jackpots for the first 15 days of April. Special 
Easter paper will be on sale from 
the floor clerk for $2 per sheet in f 
the bingo room. During the night 
games bingo with an “E” pattern 
(left, top, bottom, and middle 
row through the Free space) wins 
a jackpot $400. 

On Easter Sunday, April 15, packs will be 
$15 and $25 with $150 and $250 regular game pay- 
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Folksinger Buffy Sainte-Marie visited Big Cypress recently to tour Ahfachkee School and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. She spent the night at the Billie Swamp Safari guest house and went airboating with Chief Billie. 


It’s more than western wear 



It’s a way of life. 


how the west is worn. 

Davie 

6211 S.W. 45th Street 
(954) 587-9000 
plus locations in 
Coconut Creek, 
Hialeah and Ocala 
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Maybe ? 




954 - 760-7600 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 


We Can 
Help? 

The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 
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Governor Takes Action Against Brown 


By Tommy Benn 

MOORE HAVEN — Gov. Jeb Bush 
ordered the suspension of Glades County 
Commissioner Avant Brown, as a result of Domestic 
Violence charges filed against Brown 
on Jan. 28 by the Seminole Police 
Dept, Brighton Reservation. 

Brown, 46, Vice Chairman of 
the Glades Board of County 
Commissioners has been charged on 
one count of alleged aggravated battery 
(domestic violence) and one count of 
alleged sexual battery. The allegations 
were made by a woman with whom 
Brown lived on the Brighton Seminole 
Reservation. The two share a child. 

The executive order signed 
Tuesday Feb. 27 by Gov. Bush sus- 
pended Brown from public office effec- 
tive immediately. Brown is prohibited 
from performing any duties, official 
acts or functions of public office. 

Brown will receive no pay, allowance, enumeration or 
privileges of public office during the time of his sus- 
pension. The Governor’s order came from the State 
Attorney’s Fort Myers Office after the charges were 
certified. 

The State Attorney’s office amended the ini- 
tial charge to aggravated battery with a deadly 
weapon or causing harm when they determined the 
boots Brown was wearing at the time he allegedly 


kicked the woman to be a deadly weapon. The State 
Attorney added a third charge against Brown of third 
degree felony battery, bring a total of three charges 
filed against Brown. 

Brown was suspended by former 
Gov. Lawton Childs for nearly two 
months, April 1 5 through June 
12,1997, on a similar set of charges 
brought against the Commissioner fol- 
lowing his arrest in Okeechobee on 
April 1 of that year. He was charged 
with aggravated battery and false 
imprisonment following a verbal con- 
frontation outside a local nightclub in 
the city. 

In a special hearing before 
Circuit Judge Geiger, Brown pled “no 
contest” to a reduced two counts of 
misdemeanor battery and adjudication 
was withheld, leaving Brown’s record 
clean. 

Geiger sentenced Brown to attend 
an approved mandatory anger management class and 
a year of probation for each charge (to run concur- 
rently). Restitution of any hospital prompted by bills 
incurred by the victim was also ordered. 

Reduction of the charges and withholding of 
adjudication were reportedly to a letter the victim 
wrote stating she was the first to make physical con- 
tact. Local sources identify the victim to be the same 
person in both cases. 



Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 






Anthony "Tony” Sea lew 
I riha.1 Member Puchin of In let a 


s a Native American, I respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless monev 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Avc. Suite 105, Plantation. Florida 33317 


The hiring of a lawyer is an hnpurtaul decision that should not he 
basetf solely upon adverlist'Duiils. Bui ore you tieeule, ask us to sentl 
you free written informal ion about our qualification!! out! ttptricncc 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

MIAMI-DADE HOUSING AGENCY ANNOUNCES THE 
APPLICATION PERIOD FOR THE PUBLIC HOUSING. SECTION 8 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER, AND MODERATE 
REHABILITATION PROGRAMS. 


Applications will only be accepted by mail at the Post Office Box listed below 
and must bo postmarked during the open registration period which begins 
March 19, 2001 and ends March 30, 2001. Hand delivered applications will 
not be accepted. 

Completed applications must be mailed to: 

Mia mi -Dade Housing Agency (MDHA) 

Post Office Boy 421320, Miami, Florida 33242 

Applicants will be notified that their applications were received. Should an 
applicant be determined ineligible for placement on the waiting list, MDHA 
will provide the applicant written notification of this determination and the 
opportunity for an informal hearing. 

Placement of applicants on the waiting list for this registration period will be 
by lottery rather than date and time of application. 


Miami-Dade County and Miami -Dade Housing Agency do not discriminate 
based on race, sex, color, religion, marital status, national origin, disability, 
ancestry, sexual orientation, age, pregnancy, or familial status in the access 
to, admissions to, or employment in housing programs or activilies. 


F AM I L Y INCOM 


LIMITS 


Income limits to determine ali^bilityof applicant are- based on e&limates nl median family income for this- 
area. These figures are updated periodically. (Source U.S. Department uF Housing A Urban Development) 
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APPLICATIONS WILL BE 
AVAILABLE AT: 

Miami-Dade Housing Agency 

Central Office * HOI NW 7th St. 

Applicant & Leasing Center ■ 2925 IMW 18th Ava. 
Coral Way ■ 2153 Cural Way 
Region 1 office - 5200 NW 22nd Avenue 
Region 2 office * 450 SW 51b SL-aet 
Region 3 office * 26201 SW 1 19th Court 

Team Metro Offices 
Stephan Clark Center * 1 11 NW let 31. lobby 
Caleb Center ■ 5400 NW 22nd Ave. 

Kendall ■ 1 1820 Sherri Lane 
Melrose * 2340 NW 27<h Ave. 

North Cent Jit - 1&579 NW Z7tn Ave. 

Northeast * 138D NE Miami Garden? Dr, 220 
Northwest ■ 1 5450 New Bam Rd„ #301 
South * 10710 SW 211th Si, Suite 1409 
University ■ 1409 SW 107th Ave. 

West Office * 33CX] SW 137lh Ave. 

Miami-Dade County Department of Human 
Service s/Neighbor hood Service Centers 
Opa Locka - 16405 NW Avenue 
Allapalteh ■ 1097 NW 201h Street 
Culmer/Ovartown ■ 16QQ NW 3rd Avenue 
EdisonJLlttte Rivet - 150 NW 79lh Sheet 
Wynwootf + 2902 NW 2nd Avenue 
Naranja - 13955 SW 264lh Street 
Coconut Gro-ve * 3750 S. Disia Highway 
Florida C HyiH omeatead ■ l&nn nw $ih c$uL 

AH Miami-Dade County Regional and 
Branch Libraries 

Applications will also be available in Spanish and Creole ,-ind 
;i Hernative format (Braille and large print). 

For more information, call: 
305-638-6464 or TDD 305-638-0606 
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Health Comer 


Virginia Mitchell Speaks At 
Midwifery Conference 



L-R: Virginia Mitchell, Shelly Osceola, and Margaret Smith. 


By Mark Madrid 

CLEAR- 
WATER, — In the 
early 1970s there 
was a large social 
movement in the 
United States that 
sought out the simple 
practical values of 
family lifestyles that 
had been mainstays 
of different Native 
cultures for thou- 
sands of years. With 
that movement came 
the resurgence of 
interest in the prac- 
tice of natural child- 
birth and develop- 
ment in the study and 
practice of mid- 
wifery. 

Midwife 
Alliance of North 
America (MANA) 
was founded in 1982 
to help promote a 
quality of standards 
for training among 
the fast-growing 
ranks of emerging 
midwives. Today’s 
midwives gather, 
yearly, at a national 
“think tank,” to 
update themselves on 
a variety of subjects 
concerning the care 
and well being of 
childbearing women, 
their babies, and 
families. This year, the 18th Annual MANA 
conference was held in Clearwater Beach. 

Tribal citizens Virginia Mitchell 
and her 8 -year-old granddaughter Shelly 
attended at the request of licensed midwife 
Jeanne Madrid to greet over 300 midwives 
from around the world. The weather was 
perfect, the water was clear, and everyone 
was happy. It was a time to celebrate and 
relax while not being on call for the next 
delivery. 

A grand total of 107,522 babies 
have been safely delivered by the confer- 
ence attendees during their careers. The 
eldest midwife to attend was 96-year-old 
Margaret Smith from Alabama who has 
delivered 3,500 of those babies during her 
lifetime of work. Mrs. Smith is the author 
of the book Listen To Me Good, which 
chronicles her life as midwife over the last 
75 years. 

At the conference’s opening break- 
fast commencement, Mrs. Mitchell’s calm 
presence and strong voice offered a strong 


warm este chvte welcome to her homeland 
of Florida. She talked about her own moth- 
er who had given birth to 14 babies natural- 
ly, managing her contractions at times with 
the support of holding onto a tree. She went 
on to say even though most indigenous 
women now give birth in the hospital, there 
are still old ways practiced to help the 
woman and baby. 

According to Seminole elders Mrs. 
Madrid has spoken with, the Seminoles 
started going to the hospital in the 1950s to 
deliver their babies. Before that time there 
were women who took on the responsibility 
of helping during the childbearing time. 
There are documented statistics that prove 
outcomes are better when left in the hands 
of women practicing the midwifery model 
of childbirth. After a half century of women 
going to the hospital and relying on the 
wonders of modem technology, it would 
appear difficult to remember that most 
births are normally risk free. 


The Dangers Of Inhalant Abuse 


By Nery Mejicano 

March 18-24th is National 
Inhalants and Poisons awareness week, 
and this article is an effort to provide 
awareness to the communities of the 
risks and dangers involved in the use 
and abuse of inhalants. 

What are inhalants? Inhalants 
are substances whose vapors can be 
inhaled to produce a mind-altering 
effect. Inhalants come in many forms, 
some which are kept in most homes 
and others which are easily available. 
Some of these are solvents such as 
paint thinners, degreasers and glue. 
Some others are aerosols such as paint, 
hair sprays, cooking and other veg- 
etable sprays. In addition to these com- 
mon inhalants there are a great number 
of chemicals that if inhaled, produce 
the same mood-altering effects. 

Who are the inhalant abusers? 
Inhalants are often the first dmg that 
young children use. Recent surveys 
indicates that about 6 percent of chil- 
dren in the United States have tried 
inhalants by the time they reach fourth 
grade. A 1999 Partnership for a Dmg 
Free America found that although more 
parents are talking to their children 
about dmgs, only few have talked to 
their children about inhalant abuse. In a 


tracking study of dmg abuse trends it 
was found that inhalants are an equal 
opportunity, dangerous dmg. It showed, 
for instance, that American Indian chil- 
dren are more likely than average to 
have abused inhalants. 

What are the short-term effects 
of inhalant abuse? When chemicals are 
inhaled, they travel very rapidly from 
the lungs through the blood to the 
brain. Within minutes the user feels the 
effects such as slurred speech, clumsy 
movements, dizziness and euphoria. At 
times the user may experience halluci- 
nations, which can be very frightening, 
delusions and after prolonged use, 
drowsiness and a persistent headache. 

What are medical conse- 
quences of using inhalants? The long 
term, chronic abuse of inhalants leads 
to serious damage of the brain and 
nervous system as well as other vital 
organs such as the lungs. The effects on 
the brain are the most serious - damag- 
ing those parts of the brain that control 
learning, movement and hearing. Some, 
if not most of this damage, is perma- 
nent and can not be reversed. 

A serious hazard for inhalant 
abusers is what is called “sudden sniff- 
ing death.” A single, prolonged use of 
inhalant can produce rapid and irregular 


heartbeat, heart failure and death. 
Inhalant abuse can cause death in other 
ways such as asphyxiation, suffocation, 
or choking. 

What are the symptoms of 
inhalant abuse? Unusual breath odor or 
chemical odor on clothing; Spots and/or 
sores around the mouth; Nausea and the 
loss of appetite; Slurred and disoriented 
speech; Drunk, dazed or dizzy appear- 
ance; and red or runny eyes or nose. 

What can you do to prevent 
inhalant abuse? Educate yourself and 
your children about the dangerous of 
these chemicals. Keep the channels of 
communication open with your chil- 
dren, so you are able to communicate to 
them the risk involved with the use and 
abuse of inhalants. Find out what help 
is available in your community, so that 
you may be able to intervene and get 
help before is too late. 

Following are the numbers for 
the Family Services offices on all of the 
Reservations. If after hours you may 
call the local SPD office or 911. 

Family Services Office 
Numbers: Hollywood (954) 964-6338; 
Big Cypress (863) 983-6920; Brighton 
(863) 763-7700; Immokalee (941) 657- 
6567; Tampa (813) 628-0627; Ft. 

Pierce (954) 438-5812. 


Weight Contest Starts With Nature Walk 



By Maria Billie 

IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee Weight Loss Contest got 
underway Feb. 1 with the official weigh- 
in held at the Gym. Forty-eight Tribal 
citizens and community members came 
out, signed up, stripped and stepped up to 
the scales. 

Linda Beletso, Community 
Health Representative for Immokalee 
Reservation, weighed in the entrants. 
After a lively discussion by several of the 
participants who felt the scales were 
incorrect, official weights were docu- 
mented and the contest was on. 

Contestants have six weeks to 
lose as much weight as they can safely 
and naturally with diet and exercise. To 
start them off a field trip was scheduled 
for Feb. 3 to Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary. 

Participants boarded a bus, pro- 
vided by Immokalee Casino, for the trip 
to the sanctuary at 10 a.m. When they 
arrived, the group set off on a 2 1 / 2 -mile 
nature walk. The group got more than 
just exercise as Council Representative 
Elaine Aguilar gave an impromptu lesson 
in the gathering of roots, leaves, and bark 
for use in Indian medicine. 

As the group walked along the 


trail they also spotted owls, alligators and 
many different varieties of birds. Some 
of the rowdier walkers had to be remind- 
ed to be quiet so as not to scare off any 
of the animals. 

After the walk, lunch was pro- 
vided under some palm trees in a nice 
shady spot. It was very relaxing after the 


midmorning walk on such a bright sunny 
day. 

Other sponsors of the weight 
contest and nature walk included Elaine 
Aguilar and Immokalee Recreation. 
Winners will be announced at the end of 
the contest. Look for the results in the 
April 13 issue of the Tribune. 


New Year Savings At Eddie Accardi 
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Classified * Announcements 



Happy Birthday 



Happy Birthday March 20 
(Sweet 16) Phalyn Osceola. 

Have a good one and Lots of Love 
Always Mom. 

Happy Birthday March 17, 
2001 to our crazy cousin “Sheech” you 
know who you are! Have fun but stay out 
of trouble. I know you will! From Oppy, 
Aunt Doris, and the Otter gang. 



Happy Birthday to Cindy 
Osceola take care. We Love You Very 
Much Leslie, Phylliss, and Jimmy. 


Happy Birthday, Big Sister, 
Love your Brother and Sister. 

Happy Birthday to our Big 
Aunt, Love, J.T. and Nelson. 

Happy Belated Birthday to 
Milo, Love Always Carlene and family. 

Happy Birthday to Resha Lee 
Doctor. I can’t believe your a 1/4 of cen- 
tury. I hope you have a very special year. 
Love your Mom. 

Happy B-Day to my Mommy. I 

love you very much, your daughter, 

MaiLani. 

Happy Birthday to Kalani and 
Jaden Bankston. Love Your Mom! 


Happy Birthday to James E. 

Billie: 

My Friend 

My Friend. . . 

You have given me courage, 

That was not there. . . 

You have given laughter, 

That I can share. . . 

You have given me feelings, 

That are deep and true. . . 

For that my friend 

I will always love you. . . 

Always, 

“Shooting Star” 

Happy Belated birthday March 
5, to Ye-te-pah-che you know who you 
are! We Love you! You’re the bomb! 

From Shaw-ya-te and Ebe-le-ba-te. 

Happy Belated 21 Birthday to 
Ms. Summer T. Osceola you finally 
made it. Oh my God everybody look out 
she’s an adult and she’s on the loose. I 
hope you had fun on your special day, and 
stay out of trouble man. Love Crystal, 
Aaron and Peter. 

Happy Birthday to Kalani and 
Jaden. I can’t believe how big you little 
guys are getting. I hope that the both of 
you get every thing you want and need on 
your special day. Love Crystal, Aaron, 
and Peter. 


Notices 


Calling All Decendants — Of 

Sam Willie (Bird Clan) And Martha 
Jumper Willie (Panther Clan). We are hav- 
ing a planning meeting for a family 
reunion at the Miccosukee Resort on 
Tuesday, April 3, at 6:30 p.m. 

The tentative date for the reunion 
is October. We will discuss a site and all 
of the necessary preparations at the time. 
For further information, please contact 
Christine Nevaquaya at ext. 1462; Dee 
Dee Sanders or Theresa Willie at (305) 
223-8380. Volunteers are needed, so let us 
know. 

Fire, Off-Road Restrictions — 

Superintendent John Donahue has 
announced all campfires and all open 
burning is prohibited on public lands 
within the boundaries of Big Cypress 
National Preserve. In developed camp- 
grounds, above-ground stand-up grills 
using charcoal briquettes or propane may 
be used with extreme caution. Donahue 
also announced that the Concho Billy 
Trail (access point 3 on Turner River 
Road) will remain closed to off-road vehi- 
cles until further notice. Contact: Sandra 
Snell-Dobert (941) 695-2000. 

A Call for Poems — Write a 
poem and win the $1,000 grand prize! 
Hollywood’s famous Poets Society is 
sponsoring a new poetry contest, open to 
everyone. There is no entry fee. To enter 
send one poem of 21 lines or less: Free 
Poetry Contest, PMB126, 1626 N. Wilcox 
Ave., Hollywood, CA 90028. Or enter on- 
line at www.famouspoets.com. A winner’s 
list will be sent to all entrants. The dead- 
line for entering is March 3 1 . 

Unity Founders Scholarship — 

Application deadline April 20, $2,500 


non-sustaining; Eligibility to college jun- 
iors or seniors majoring in journalism or 
mass communication at an accredited col- 
lege or university, Award Criteria: 3.0 
minimum cumulative grade point average. 
Demonstrated experience, interest or 
knowledge of multi-cultural issues in 
American society. For more information, 
please visit: www.unityjoumalists.org. 

34th Annual Howard Tiger 
Memorial Basketball Tournament All 
Indian Tournament — March 30-31. 
Adult Division (Men & Women) entry fee 
$200 (make check payable to Seminole 
Recreation). Entry deadline: March 22. 
April 6, Old Timers Division (35 & over 
Men & Women) No Entry Fee. Entry 
Deadline: March 29. April 7, Youth 
Division (17 & Under, 14 & Under, 10 & 
Under) No Entry Fee. Entry Deadline: 
March 29. For more information or to 
enter your team, call Hollywood 
Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 

Hoop It Up — Miami’s 13th 
annual Hoop-It-Up Basketball Tournament 
returns to The Fair and Expo Center April 
21-22 for two days of continuous basket- 
ball action for players ages 8 and older of 
all skill levels. Teams consist of up to four 
players (includes one substitute) and must 
register by Wednesday, April 1 1 . 

Teams can register online at 
www.hoopitup.com or call (305) 655-3288 
to receive registration information. Forms 
for discounted team entry are available at 
area Foot Locker stores. The entry fee of 
$112 per team ($148 for Top Gun divi- 
sion) provides each team at least three 
scheduled games. Spectator admission is 
free. 

Contest Seeks Spiritual Poems 


from Hollywood-area Poets — Great 
news for poets. The Texas Poetry Alliance 
is offering a $1,000 grand prize in their 
annual spiritual poetry contest to the pub- 
lic. There is no entry fee and everyone is 
invited to submit a poem. Spiritual poems, 
which may be written on any subject and 
using any style, tend to inspire the reader, 
thus our desire for entries of a spiritual 
nature. To enter, send one poem 20 lines 
or less to: Free Poetry Contest, 3412 - A 
Moonlight Ave, El Paso, Texas 79904. Or 
enter on-line at www.freecontest.com. 

The deadline for entering is April 
10. A winner’s list will be sent to all 
entrants. The editors reserve the right to 
publish the winning poems. 

2001 Chasco Fiesta Native 
American Competition Pow-wow — 

March 22, 25, Sims Park, Historic down- 
town New Port Richey, FL, on the banks 
of the Pithlachascotee River. Presented in 
cooperation with Bobby Henry. Iron 
Mountain Dancers, Aztec Fire Dancers, 
intertribal dancing, alligator demonstra- 
tion, story-telling, Native American food, 
arts and crafts, and wildlife exhibit. Over 
$10,000 in prize money. No admission. 
Friday 5-10 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-ll p.m., 
and Sunday 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Grand entry 
starts Friday 8 p.m., Saturday noon and 8 
p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. Native American 
dancers, drums, vendors, please contact 
Joanie or Blaine Thomas at (813) 246- 
5554 or cell (813) 404-7652. 

A.I.S.U. Springtime Pow-wow 

— March 30-April 1 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Free admission to all, contestants will pay 
a registration. Special invited guests are 
Museum Artist Dana Tiger, Museum 
Artisan Dan Townsend, Seminole 
Medicine man Bobby Henry, Wrede’s 


Health Notice 


From the Desk of Connie Whidden: 


On April 1, 2001, you will need 
to start using your new Seminole Tribe 
Member Health Plan Card. Your new 
card works like the one you have, and 
will have 
the head of 
household 
name and 
social secu- 
rity number 
on the card. 

Your new 
card must 
be present- 
ed each 
time you or 
one of your 
household 
dependents 

(children) go to the doctor’s office, den- 
tist, or drug store-pharmacy. There will 
be a toll free phone number (866) 505- 
6789 on the back of your card if a 
provider needs to call to verify your 
health benefits or if you have any ques- 
tions about your benefits. There will also 
be a toll free phone number (800) 228- 
3108 for SAV-RX should the pharmacy 
or you have any questions regarding 
your prescriptions. 

The new card will not effect the 
doctors or providers that you currently 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

TRIBAL MEMBER HEALTH PLAN 

<8> <8> 

251 

^ €* snv-Rx Stpp 

Beech Street Corporation 

Community 

““ ^ Health Partners 

Preferred doctor*. Preferred hospilalvPrefcried care 

ID: 077-88-5555 

SMITH, JOHN 

GROUP: 001 


see, as long as they are a member of one 
of the preferred provider organizations, 
BeechStreet, Community Health 
Providers, DenteMax, and SAV-RX. 

When a 
provider calls 
to verify 
your health 
benefits, the 
provider will 
be asked if 
they are a 
member of 
BeechStreet, 
Community 
Health 
Partners, 
DenteMax, 
or SAV-RX. 

The new card that you will 
receive will be more convenient to use 
since you will be able to go to your doc- 
tor, dentist, and pick up your medication 
at the pharmacy using one card. If you 
were to lose your card, please contact 
Madio Adjusting Company - the insur- 
ance company at (866) 505-6789. 

Once you receive your new 
card, please discard existing Seminole 
Health Plan Card after April 1, 2001. Be 
sure not to throw away your Medicare or 
other insurance cards you may have. 


Where Do I Get A New Insurance Card? 

You may pick up your new insurance card at the following locations: 
Starting Wednesday, March 28th through March 30th. 

Hollywood Health Department Clinic (954) 962-2009. Big Cypress 
Clinic (863) 983-5151. Brighton/Fort Pierce Clinic (863) 763-0271. Immokalee 
Field Office (941) 657-6567, Linda Beletso, Billie Napper-Bodway. Tampa (813) 
621-2811, Sue Harjo. Trail Seminoles - Miccosukee Health Clinic - Sallie Jim 
(305) 223-8380. Tribal citizens who live in Naples or out of the area/state will 
have their cards mailed to their home address. 

The Health Department Staff will also have a table set up at the respec- 
tive Reservation Field offices on dividend day in April. If you have not received 
your card by April 1 , please contact the Hollywood Seminole Health Department 
Managed Care Staff at (954) 962-2009. 


Wildlife Rehab, and The Florida Indian 
Center. Host motel: University Motel, 691 
West Tennessee St, Tallahassee, FL 32304, 
(850) 224-8161. Contact Criss Smith 
(850) 421-0068 or at azcriss@yahoo.com. 

N.A.Y.O. Celebration at Big 
Cypress Gymnasium — Arena Flag 
Football with the Miami Dolphins v.s. The 
World. (Miami Dolphins: Billy Milner, 
Darrell Malone, Jim Klick, Lorenzo 
Hampton, Kerry Glenn, Jim Mertens, 
Elmer Bailey, and E.J. Junior. The World: 
Harvey Clayton - Steelers, Neal Colzie - 
Raiders, Van Waiter - Browns, Alfredo 
Roberts - Cowboys, Evan Cooper - 
Eagles, David Little - Steelers, Eddie Hill 
- Rams, Rene Thomson - Giants) 
Thursday, April 12 at 8 p.m. Free admis- 
sion and free autographs. A drug and alco- 
hol free activity. 

N.A.Y.O. Golf Tournament at 
Clewiston Golf Course — Thursday, 
April 12. Four Person Scramble and Blind 
Draw. Register before 8:30 a.m. Shotgun 
start at 9 a.m. $30 entry fee. $2,500 added 
money. Lunch served following tourna- 
ment. Call B.C. Recreation for info (863) 


983-9659. 

laale Chobe Tournament All 

Indian March 30-31, $1,000. Friday 
noon-6 p.m. Saturday safe light until 3 
p.m. Two men team $30 per man. Any 
questions, call George Grasshopper (863) 
983-9659 or Noah Jim at (863) 983-9100. 
Sponsored by David Cypress B.C. 

Council Rep. and Mondo Tiger B.C. 

Board Rep. 

11th Annual Seminole Indian 

Day — Saturday, March 31 at 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. at the Smallwood’s Store Museum, 
Chokoloskee Island, FL. You are cordially 
invited to join us at the 1 1 Annual 
Seminole Indian Day at the Smallwood’s 
Store Museum. Come witness reenact- 
ments of trading done at this historic site 
by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, arriving 
via dug-out canoe. There will be a cloth- 
ing competition, native foods and crafts. 
Entertainment will be provided by James 
Billie, Native Son and friends. Mark you 
calendar now! For more info, call (941) 
695-2989. 


Job Annoucements 

Job Title: 

A-Built/ CAD Drafter 

Open Date: 

12-13-00 

Job Title: 

Medical Receptionist 

Job Title: 

Permanent Sub. Teacher 

Location: Cultural Education, 

Open Date: 

11-7-00 

Location: 

Health/Managed Care, 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Open Date: 

1-31-01 


Immokalee 

Location: 

Utilities, Hollywood 


Hollywood 

Close Date: 

3-21-01 

Location: 

Ahfachkee Schoo, 

Salary: $28,120 with benefits 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benefits. 

Salary: 

$17, 600 

Location: 

Health, Brighton 


Big Cypress 








Salary: 

$18,740 with benefits 

Salary: 

$12.50 per hr with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 

Job Title: 

Gaming Inspectors (5 

Job Title: 

Secretary 





Open Date: 3-7-01 


Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Open Date: 

1-17-01 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Job Title: 

Speech Therapist 

Location: Gaming, Immokalee 

Location: 

Gaming, Hollywood 

Location: 

Housing , Hollywood 

Open Date: 

12-6-00 

Open Date: 

12-27-00 

Salary: $17,680 with benefits 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benefits 

Salary: 

$25,500 w/benefits. 

Location: 

Building & Grounds, 

Location: 

Ahfachkee School, 







Brighton 


Big Cypress 

Job Title: Teacher Aide (3/4 yr. class) 

Job Title: 

HR Assistant /Background 

Job Title: 

Transporter 

Salary: 

$14,560 with benefits 

Salary: 

$Negotiable with benefits 

Open Date: 2-7-01 



Investigator 

Open Date: 

1-31-01 





Location: Preschool Program, 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Job Title: 

Tribal Counselor 

Job Title: 

Teachers Aide 


Immokalee 

Location: 

Human Resources, 

Salary: 

$16,432 with benefits 

Open Date: 

11-15-00 

Open Date: 

1-31-01 

Salary: $18,150 with benefits 


Hollywood 


Location: 

Family Services, Brighton 

Location: 

Ahfachkee School, 




Salary: 

$23,920 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Tribal Clerk/Admin. 

Salary: 

$20,300 with benefits 


Big Cypress 

Job Title: Surveillance Operators (3) 



Assistant 


Salary: 

$13,644 with benefits 

Open Date: 3-7-01 


Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Open Date: 

3-14-01 

Job Title: 

Tribal Outreach/Worker 


Location: Gaming, Tampa 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Close Date: 

3-28-01 

Open Date: 

2-14-01 

Job Title: 

Transporter 

Salary: $17,680 with benefits 

Location: 

Building & Grounds, 

Location: 

Secretary Treasurer’s 

Location: 

Family Services, Brighton 

Open Date: 

2-22-01 





Hollywood 


Office, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$20,300 with benefits 

Location: 

Health, Big Cypress 

If interested contact Human Resources at 

Salary: 

$14,560 with benefits 

Salary: 

$24,960 with benefits 



Salary: 

$16,432 with benefits 

967-3403 or fax resume to 967-3477. 



Job Title: 

Custodian 





Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Open Date: 

1-17-00 

Job Title: 

Cashier/Clerk 




Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Open Date: 

10-17-00 

Location: 

Ahfachkee, Big Cypress 

Open Date: 

2-28-01 

y 

7N\ TIT 

1 O 

Close Date: 

3-21-01 

Location: 

Family Services, Brighton 

Salary: 

$15,600 with benefits 

Location: 

Coconut Creek Smoke 


© 

jag 

P 

P 

lnm@^ 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$37,000 with benefits 



Shop, Coconut Creek 

- = 

Salary: 

$35,000 with 



Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Salary: 

$15,080 w/ benefits 




benefits/negotiable . 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 

Surveillance Operator 

3-7-01 

Open Date: 
Location: 

1-31-01 

Ah-Tah-thi Ki Museum, 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operators 

Seminole Tribune 

Job Title: 

Patient Accounts 

Close Date: 

3-21-01 


Big Cypress 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 




Open Date: 

Coordinator 

10-3-00 

Location: 

Salary: 

Gaming, Brighton 
$17,680 with benefits 

Salary: 

$16, 640 with benefits 

Location: 

Salary: 

Gaming, Coconut Creek 
$17,680 with benefits 

April 13 Issue • Deadline March 30 

Location: 

Health/Managed Care, 

Job Title: 

Medical Social Worker 

May 4 Issue • Deadline April 20 


Hollywood 

Job Title: 

Gaming Clerk 

Open Date: 

2-14-01 

Job Title: 

Cultural Language 

May 25 Issue • Deadline May 1 1 

Salary: 

$19,864 with benefits 

Open Date: 

2-28-01 

Location: 

Family Services, 


Instructor 

Location: 

Gaming, Brighton 


Big Cypress 

Open Date: 

3-14-01 

June 15 Issue • Deadline June 1 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Clerk 

Salary: 

$17,200 with benefits 

Salary: 

$37,000 with benefits 

Close Date: 

3-28-01 

I 


1 
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Artist James Hutchinson Pays Visit To Seminole Tribe 





By Dan McDonald 

HOLLYWOOD - James Hutchinson, a 
renowned artist who earned much of his fame by cap- 
turing images of the Seminole Tribe, paid a surprise 
visit to the Hollywood Reservation March 1 . 

“I can’t believe how much the Tribe has 


MEETING ON THE RIVER 

grown and changed,” Hutchinson said as he walked 
around the Tribal headquarters building where several 
of his paintings are on display. “When I was around, 
things were different. A whole lot different.” 

Hutchinson, 68, and wife Joan now live in 
Kapaau, Hawaii. But he recalled the time he lived 
and painted on the Brighton Reservation over 40 
years ago. The opportunity came when Hutchinson 
was introduced to Dr. William Sturtevant, the 
Director of the Study of Southeast Indian tribes for 
the Smithsonian Institution. Sturtevant had himself 
spent many years of study on the Brighton 
Reservation. 

Sturtevant backed the idea that Hutchinson 
should move onto the reservation to paint scenes of 
Tribal culture that were quickly disappearing. In May 
of 1960 the Tribal Council agreed to the proposal and 
two months later in July 1960, Hutchinson and his 
wife moved onto Brighton. 

“We drove into an oak hammock in an old 
van pulling a flat trailer,” Hutchinson said. “We used 
a tarp to make a shelter and we lived in that for over 
a year. In fact, a year later we got a tent and that was 


HUNTER’S CAMP 


a big step up for us. The tent had a canvas floor, and 
we lived in real luxury, especially after we got a cook 
stove hooked to a propane tank. Before that, we 
cooked on a camp fire like everyone else.” 

Those years of living on the reservation 
were full of interesting events for the young married 
couple as they sought to fit into the community. 

“At that time, Joan’s hair was jet black, and 
she wore it long,” Hutchinson said. “She also wore 
traditional Indian clothing, and after a little while in 
the sun, must people couldn’t tell her from the other 
Indian women. I think she took pride in that.” 

Joan Hutchinson, who had been a 
schoolteacher before her marriage, agreed the 
years spent on Brighton were exciting, recall- 
ing one night when a Florida panther visited 
their camp. 

“James had left a painting out and the 
panther walked in the paint, then climbed up 
onto the top of our tarp and left foot prints all 
around. It was lucky no one was injured. 

“Another time, I remember an old 
Indian gentleman walked past our camp. I was 
out in the field washing clothes like the Indian 
women. He stopped and watched me for a long 
time, then approached me. ‘You’re not an 
Indian, are you?’ 

“I was so excited because it showed 
he really couldn’t tell. I felt like we had really 
learned to fit in. For those four years we really 
did live the same life as the others. It was a 
great experience that I wouldn’t trade for any- 
thing.” 

The Hutchinsons spent so much time 
at the reservation, which at that time had no 
paved roads and very little electricity, that they 
actually grew to dislike going into town. 

“I had to go back into Stuart every 
couple of weeks to teach an art class at the 
Elliott Museum,” Hutchinson says. “I’d earn 
$16 a lesson, and that would keep us for a cou- 
ple of weeks of living in Brighton. I actually 
got so I hated going back into town. It sort of 
ruined the mood. 

“It was a whole different time. Every 
once in a while a plane would come over and 
we’d shake our fists at it. All the roads were 
dirt roads and in the evenings all the cows 
would come and stand on the road. 

“When it rained, the snakes would 
come out and get onto the roads too. There 
were snakes, Lord yes. Rattlesnakes, mostly 
pigmy. We had an attitude about them. ‘Mr. Snake, 
we won’t hurt you if you won’t hurt us.’ 

“We were young and thought we were inde- 
structible,” Hutchinson recalls about the experience. 
“We ate what the others ate — deer, box turtle, 


gophers, possum. We even ate armadillo, which is 
very tough. But, we’d chop it up and make stew. And, 
we ate a lot of tuna fish. 

“Nothing could hurt us. We had a wonderful 

time.” 

After being on the reservation for some 

time, the Hutchinsons began to 
make friends with some of the 
residents, although they admit it 
was a slow process. 

“The first year, I think 
they thought we were crazy,” 
Hutchinson says. “They were 
thinking, ‘What are these two 
young white people doing out 
here?’ They thought we could be 
living in town with running 
water, which was a luxury, 
instead of living in a tent in an 
oak hammock. 

“We were very sensitive to 
the Indian etiquette. For exam- 
ple, a man wouldn’t go into an 
Indian camp alone during the 
day unless he was invited or 
accompanied by another man 
because the women were in the 
chickees all by themselves. 

“The first year it was hard 
to really make many friends. 

But, that changed when a pho- 
tographer from Stuart asked me if he could come take 
pictures of Joan and I for a story. I said yes, but made 
him agree to make copies for any Indian who he pho- 
tographed. Many times, people would take pictures, 
but the Indians never got to see the pictures. This 
time he brought back 8x10 glossy copies a few 
weeks later. As we handed them out, I think a lot of 
ice was broken. 

“After a few years, I think everyone was 
delighted to see us. People who wouldn’t talk to us 
before were now showing off their babies. I had men 
touch me on shoulder, which was a big deal. 

“When the Sunday rubber-neckers would 
come out, everyone would turn their backs. Joan and 
I did the same thing. I think we began to feel like we 
fit in and that made the whole experience special.” 

The pair began to develop some solid rela- 
tionships with the residents and other Tribal mem- 
bers, and counted friendships with Billy Bowlegs III, 
Betty Mae Jumper and Tribal Chairman Billy 
Osceola. 

“We knew Carol Bower when she was 9 
years old,” Hutchinson says. “She was our inter- 
preter. We have photographs of Eli Morgan, 
Billy’s son, and Lena Morgan, a sister of Billy 
Bowlegs. 

“Billy Bowlegs was a favorite friend. He 
lived in a hammock next to ours, and he ate 
breakfast with us most of the time. He had a gar- 
den away from his hammock. He had a dog that 
ate grapefruit. Anything we had, Billy ate. 
Anything we had to drink, he drank. He was a 
neat guy.” 

One of their strongest friendships was with 
Joe Dan Osceola, who was then the Indian Agent 
for Brighton. When the Hutchinsons visited the 
Hollywood Reservation, Joe Dan, now the Tribe’s 
Ambassador, had a pleasant reunion. 

“We go way back to when he was a striving 
artist,” Joe Dan says today. “He lived on the bank 
of Harney Canal when I first met him. When I 
got back from college, he was there. Billy 
Bowlegs told me about them and Billy introduced 
us. 

“Jim is one of the best artists around. I used 
to say about his work, ‘he’s a modern 
Remington.’ I don’t know what made him want to 
depict Seminoles, but I’m glad he did. When I 
was President of the Tribe, I commissioned a cou- 
ple of paintings. 

“One was Osceola stabbing the treaty. Today 
it hangs in the Native Village in Tampa. Jim is a 
great painter and he and Joan are good friends. 

It’s great to see him back in Seminole country.” 

Most of the work Hutchinson produced dur- 
ing his four-year stay wound up in private collec- 
tions. Some was displayed at the New York 
World’s Fair in the rotunda of the Florida 
Pavilion. 

“The paintings were exploratory,” Hutchinson says 
today. “I was awfully young then and really just try- 
ing to find my way. A lot of things were straight 
observational, almost illustrations. 

“I painted everything I saw - kids playing, 
women cooking, washing clothes in ponds, men fish- 
ing, hunting. It was a great time. I thoroughly 
enjoyed those years.” 

After the first four years, Joan Hutchinson 
became pregnant with the first of the couple’s two 
sons, which forced them to move back into Stuart. 


ANNIE TOMMIE 


But Hutchinson wasn’t finished capturing Seminole 
scenes. 

He received a grant from the Arthur Vining 
Davis Foundation, with matching funds from the 
Lowe Gallery at the University of Miami to produce 




50 paintings over a five-year 
period, earning $2,000 per can- 
vas. Just last month the 
University of Miami donated 
the paintings to the Florida 
Historical Museum in Miami. 

While he visited in South 
Florida, Hutchinson went to 
the Museum and inventoried 
his work. 

“We were only able to 
find 30 of the original 50 
paintings,” Hutchinson said. “I 
think most of them were never 
properly displayed, and over 
the years they wound up hang- 
ing on the office walls of pro- 
fessors. Then, as the professors 
retired or moved on, the paint- 
ings went with them. 

“I’d love for the 
Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum to get the remain- 
ing paintings on a permanent 
loan situation. They really 
should be with Tribe. I plan on 
coming back to Florida next year and I’d love to 
work on getting those paintings for the Tribe.” 

Billy Cypress, Executive Director of the 


END OF THE WATER TRAILS 


Museum, agrees that the paintings would be a won- 
derful addition to the Tribal collection. 

“Hutchinson is perhaps the best-known 
painter who captured Seminole culture,” Cypress said 
of his work. “He, along with Guy LaBree, are proba- 
bly the two best painters alive today who have 


OLD FRIENDS: James and Joan Hutchinson Rank Joe Dan Osceola. 


worked with the Seminoles. It would be great if we 
could display those paintings when the Tribe was 
going through such a transition.” 

The fact that Hutchinson lived through an 
era of transition is illustrated by one of the 
paintings produced under the Vining Davis 
grant. Oddly, it was the only painting rejected 
by the foundation. 

“One night while we were on the Brighton 
Reservation, Joan and I were walking on a dirt 
road and we saw a strange blue light off in the 
distance,” Hutchinson says. “We walked closer 
and closer and couldn’t figure out what was 
going on. Finally, we got close enough. A group 
of people was huddled under an open chickee 
watching a TV. 

“It had to have been one of the first TV sets 
on the reservation. I painted that scene, but the 
foundation rejected it. They said it was too mod- 
em and wasn’t romantic enough, but I think it 
was just capturing a changing culture. 

“And, look what the Tribe has 
become. It’s marvelous the way things have 
developed. I’m pleased. I know the era we lived 
in Brighton is gone, but the Tribe is continuing. 
It’s great to see. I’m happy. I feel I’ve returned 
where I belong. I can tell you this, we’ll be 
back. Hopefully, next year when we can stay 
longer and visit more of the old places we used 
to remember. 

“I know it won’t be the same on 
Brighton. The first year, we lived on a hammock 
that was full of wild orchids. We didn’t even 
touch a single one; we were so concerned about 
leaving everything the way we found it. 

“After four years, we came back and 
that hammock had been plowed under. The 
Tribe had leased the entire field to farmers who 
were growing tomatoes. Well, I don’t know what 
Brighton looks like today, but I’m sure it’s not the 
same. But, hopefully we’ll still get to see more old 
friends.” 
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INDIAN DRUM: Discover Native America 2001 host drum Little Eagle through the panoramic lens of Robert Kippenberger. 
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A Season 
Of Native 
Celebration 

T he colorful culture of the Seminole 
Indians was highlighted in proud dis- 
play over the past few weeks, as the 
Tribal festival season swung through Florida 
in three big events. American Indian per- 
formers, vendors, artists and craftspeople 
from Canada to Mexico — and many reser- 
vations in between — joined the Seminoles 
at the annual Seminole Tribal Fair in 
Hollywood, the Brighton Field Days celebra- 



Grand Entry at the Tribal Fair. 


FANCY DANCER: Swirls of color and feathers excite DNA crowd. 



tion and the Discover Native America in St. 
Petersburg. 

From the grand powwow entry at 
the Tribal Fair on the second week in 
February to the elaborate clothing contests at 
the Tribe’s oldest event in Brighton the next 
weekend, to Cree folksinger Buffy Sainte- 
Marie’s plaintive wails at Eckerd College’s 
Dendy Auditorium, the first weekend in 
March, American Indian culture and enter- 
tainment was everywhere. 

A full scale competition powwow 
provided the centerpiece for the Hollywood 
and St. Petersburg events. Several hundred 
dancers and drum circles spent days in con- 
test at the respective events, many taking 
home prize monies, doled out in envelopes 
of cash at the powwow’s end. The Seminole 
Tribal Veterans Color Guard, famous the 


land over, lent a patriotic flavor at each 
Grand Entry in their fatigues and berets. 

In a festival that stretches back 
more than 60 years, friends and tourists from 
around the Lake Okeechobee area stopped in 
at Brighton where the smell of frybread 
wafted over a week’s worth of two rodeos, a 
pool tournament, canoe race, golf tourna- 
ment. clothing and baby contests, Johnny U 
on his horse, Blue Earth and vendors on their 
way from Hollywood to St. Pete. Special 
guests this year included Seminole National 
of Oklahoma chairman Jerry Haney, 
Councilman Rich Deer and Color Guard vet- 
eran Willard Underwood 

Chief Jim Billie and his Raiford 
Starke band of hot pickers headlined the 

See FESTIVALS, page 2 



Brighton clothing contest. 
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Comanche dancer in heat of competiton. 


Boys sport long shirts and turbans. 


It’s a bird. . . it’s a man! 


Festivals 

Continued from page 1 


Hollywood and St. Pete events. The Chief 
even performed a free concert at Tampa 
Theatre as part of the DNA promotional 
build-up. Tribal citizens Paula Bowers and 
Paul Buster (Cowbone) joined him, as did 
Bobby Henry and the Seminole Stomp 
Dancers from Tampa, storyteller Carol 
Cypress and the Seminole Youth Dancers. 
Both Miss Seminole Desiree Jumper and 
Junior Miss Seminole Jojo Osceola were in 
royal attendance, as was newly-crowned 
Rodeo Queen Scooter Johns. Gator handler 
Thomas Storm (also a member of the lost 
digit club) regaled the DNA crowd with his 
saurian mastery, as did Billie Swamp Safari 

See FESTIVALS, page 5 


Little Mr. Seminole Kenny Davis and Little 
Miss Seminole Isabel Tucker. 


Fancy shawls decorate Tribal Fair Arena. 


William, Toby Johns, Mitchell Cypress and Tribal Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola poses with the royalty. 
Carl Baxlev. 


Contest winner Little Tigertail. 
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Jo Leigh Johns is a winner. 


Desiree Jumper won 1st place. 


SEMINOLE SKIRTS: Clothing contest lineup. 


Fancy dance extraordinaire. 




fie. 


Oklahoma Veteran leads Seminole Color guard (2nd row L-R) Paul Bowers, Mitchell Cypress, Timmy John, at Tribal Fair grand entry. 






The Seminole Tribune 


4 


March 23, 2001 



A patchwork quilt of Seminole girls on display. 


Tribal Fair Contest Results 


Children 1 years & under girls: 

1st Dasani Cypress, 2nd Dannyelle 
Boromei, 3rd Mila T. Osceola, 4th Phyllis 
Osceola, 5th Kasera Cypress, 6th Victoria G. 
Stivers, 7th Elizabeth Frank. 

Children 1 years & under boys: 
1st Brady Osceola, 2nd Bradford Osceola, 
3rd Matthew Osceola, 4th Jaco Billie, 5th 
Ivess E.P. Baker, 6th Kian Madrid, 7th 
Robert A. Stivers. 

Children 2 years - 4 girls: 1st 
Breanna Billie, 2nd Crysten Smith, 3rd 
Diamond Shore, 4th Rayleen Osceola, 5th 
Kay lan Osceola, 6th Rumor Juarez, 7th 
Ashley K. Gopher, 8th Natomah B. Robbins. 

Children 2 years - 4 boys: 1st 
Daniel Nunez Jr., 2nd Devon Jones, 3rd 
Michael Garcia, 4th Dante Tiger, 5th 
Nehemiah Roberts, 6th Imilakiyo Osceola, 
7th Yopelakiyo Osceola, 8th Alonzo 
Warjolet. 

Children 5 years - 7 girls: 1st E 

rena Billie, 2nd Brianna Nunez, 3rd 
Courtney Osceola, 4th Renee A. Stivers, 5th 
Jaide Micco, 6th Danni J. Wilcox, 7th 
Destiny Nunez, 8th Minnie Osceola. 

Children 5 years - 7 boys: 1st 
Trevor Osceola, 2nd Brantley Osceola, 3rd 
Karlito Warjolet, 4th Tucomah Robbins, 5th 
Ricky T. Alumbaugh, 6th Randy Shore, 7th 
Osceola Cypress, 8th Wade Micco. 

Children 8 years - 10 girls: 1st 
Melani Jones, 2nd Rhiannon Tiger, 3rd Hali 
Garcia, 4th Natasha Billie, 5th Meaghan 
Osceola, 6th Ravenne Osceola, 7th Deandra 
Tiger, 8th Cindi Adair. 

Children 8 years - 10 boys: 1st 
Justin T. Osceola, 2nd Robert Frank, 3rd 
Clayton Hall, 4th Jordan Osceola. 

Children 11 years - 17 girls: 1st 
Desiree Jumper, 2nd Stephani Hall, 3rd Jo Jo 
Osceola, 4th Tasha Osceola, 5th Trina 
Bowers, 6th Mercedes Osceola, 7th Nina 



Frias, 8th Harmony Stewart. 

Children 11 years - 17 boys: 1st 
Johnny Jones Jr., 2nd James Cypress, 3rd 
Joseph D. Osceola, 4th Clint Bowers, 5th 
Daniel Bullard. 

Modern Traditional 

Adult 18 years - 49 women: 1st 

Linda Storm, 2nd Oneva Jones, 3rd Rita 
Gopher, 4th Megan Yescas, 5th Diane Snow, 
6th Laveme Thomas, 7th Marilyn Billie, 8th 
Cecelia Thomas. 

Adult 18 years - 49 men: 1st 
William Osceola, 2nd Sandy Billie Jr., 3rd 
Roger Smith, 4th Bernard Robbins, 5th 
James Smith, 6th Bobby Frank, 7th Joey 
Micco, 8th Sampson Gopher. 

50 Plus women: 1st Peggy Stivers, 
2nd Mary Billie, 3rd Onnie Osceola, 4th 
Juanita Osceola, 5th Betty Osceola, 6th 
Lottie Baxley, 7th Josephine Villa, 8th Mary 
Sanchez. 

50 Plus men: 1st Thomas Billie, 

2nd Little Tigertail, 3rd Jimmie O. Osceola, 
4th Jack Motlow, 5th Jimmy Smith, 6th Paul 
Buster, 7th Joe Dan Osceola, 8th Sammy 
Gopher. 

Modern 

Adult 18 years - 49 women: 1st Jo 

Leigh Johns, 2nd Erina Cypress, 3rd Oneva 
Jones, 4th Rena Frank, 5th Megan Frank, 6th 
Scarlett Young, 7th Rose Jones, 8th Jolene 
Burton. 

Adult 18 years - 49 men: 1st Joey 
Micco, 2nd Morman Huggins, 3rd Tracey 
Smith, 4th Shane Buck, 5th Danny Wilcox, 
6th Roger Smith, 7th Larry Smith. 

50 Plus women: 1st Mary Billie, 
2nd Louise Osceola, 3rd Pat Bowers, 4th 
Laura Mae Osceola, 5th Frances Osceola, 

6th Betty Osceola, 7th Juanita Osceola, 8th 
Elsie J. Bowers. 

50 Plus men: 1st Willie Gopher, 

2nd Jimmy Smith, 3rd Joe Osceola, 4th Max 
Osceola Jr., 6th Stephen Bowers. 

Traditional 

Adult 18 years - 49 women: 1st 

Oneva Jones, 2nd Jo Leigh Johns, 3rd Rose 
Jones, 4th Ginger Jones, 5th Alice M. Billie, 
6th Sara Osceola, 7th Mary Jane Billie, 8th 
Susie Osceola. 

Adult 18 years - 49 men: 1st 

Dallas Nunez, 2nd Rufus Tiger, 3rd Daniel 
Nunez. 

Adult Plus Women: 1st Juanita 
Osceola, 2nd Louise Osceola, 3rd Frances 
Osceola, 4th Onnie Osceola, 5th Mary Billie, 
6th Betty Osceola, 7th Rosie Billie. 

Adult Plus men: 1st Thomas Billie. 

Little Mr. and Miss Seminole 

Little Mr. Seminole Kenny Davis, 1st 
Runner-up Cameron Osceola, 2nd Runner-up 
David Nunez, Jr., 3rd Runner-up - Joshua 
Barome, 4th Runner-up - Trevor Osceola, 

5th Runner-up - Haden Littlebear, 6th 
Runner-up - Brandtley Osceola. 

Little Miss Seminole Isabel Tucker, 
1st Runner-up Breanna Billie, 2nd Runner- 
up - McKay la Snow, 3rd Runner-up - 
Brianna Nunez, 4th Runner-up - Mialani 
Perez, 5th Runner-up - Baylee Micco, 6th 
Runner-up - Chassidy Harjochee. 


Fine Arts Contest Results 


HOLLYWOOD - The Fine Arts 
Contest results, along with medium and 
age group, held during the 30th Annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair and Rodeo were as 
follows: 

6 -9 years old Mixed Media: 1st 

place - Josie Balentine, 2nd place - 
Deandra Tiger, 3rd place - Shawna Billie, 
4th place - Terinna Cypress, 5th place - 
Ryan Cypress. 

Pencil: 1st place - Laura Lee 
Tommie, 2nd place - Jesse Mitchell, 3rd 
place - Micco Billie, 4th place - Ayze 
Henry, 5th place - Rhiannon Tiger. 

10 - 17 years old Acrylic: 1st 
place - Kimberly Alverado, 2nd place - 
Dawna Cypress, 3rd place - Zachery 
Battiest, 4th place - Ike Jumper, 5th place 
- Nick Jumper. 

Mixed Media: 1st place - 
Stephine Hall, 2nd place - Chelsea 
Mountain, 3rd place - Michelle Jumper, 

4th place - Nicki Osceola, 5th place - Ayze 
Henry. 

Oil: (no entries). 

Pen and Ink: 1st place - Jessica 
Buster (only entry). 


Pencil: 1st place - Michelle Jumper, 2nd 
place - Christie Motlow, 3rd place - 
Chrystal Young, 4th place - Kaylann Pewo, 
5th place - Tony Martinez. 

Watercolor: 1 st place - Zackery 
Battiest, 2nd place - Dayne Billie, 3rd 
place - Jessica Buster, 4th place - Michelle 
Jumper. 

Photography: 1st place - 
Summer Billie, 2nd place - Heather Billie, 
3rd place - Tony Martinez, 4th place - 
Brittney Smith. 

18 and older Pen and Ink: 1st 

place - Erica North Deitz, 2nd place - 
Mary Gay Osceola, 3rd place - Noah Elias 
Jim. 

Pencil: 1st place - Janice Billie, 
2nd place - Victor P. Osceola, 3rd place - 
Mary Gay Osceola. 

Watercolor: 1 st place - Mary Gay 
Osceola, 2nd place - Vince Osceola. 

Photography: 1 st place - Jackie 
Osceola, 2nd place - Gordon O. Wareham, 
3rd place - Elrod Bowers. 

Acrylic: 1st place - Erica North 
Deitz, 2nd place - Jeff Johns, 3rd place - 
Mary Gay Osceola. 

Mixed Media: 1st place - Gordon 
O. Wareham, 2nd place - Erica North 
Deitz, 3rd place - Noah Elias Jim. 

Oil: 1st place - Pedro Osceola 
Zepeda, 2nd place - Noah Elias Jim. 













The Seminole Tribune 


5 


March 23, 2001 



Who’s gonna win? It’s in the numbers. 



Oklahoma veteran Willard Underwood, Suraiya Younglbood 
and Seminole Tribal President Mitchell Cypress. 



Brighton is famous for its contests. 



Hot day, warm turban. 


Festivals 

Continued from page 2 

avian expert Ray Beccera and his hawk. 

National performers in addition to 
the legendary Sainte-Marie, included the a 
capella native singers Ulali, folk rocker 
Keith Secola, Comanche flautist Sonny 
Nevaquaya, native reggae star Tchiya 
Ahmet, comedian Don Bumstick and story- 
tellers Mahenwahdose at DNA and the 
Blackhawk Bues band at Tribal Fair; the 
Aztec Fire Dancers of Mexico City — 
Seminole festival favorites — performed at 
all three events, and gave a 30-minute exhi- 
bition to 8,000 people during a street dance 
in St. Petersburg on March 2. 

A big thunderstorm on the morning 
of DNA’s last day — first rain in three 
months in Pinellas County — threatened to 
ruin the weekend, but all festivities were 
moved inside Eckerd buildings and the pow- 
wow, children’s village and music festival 
proceeded without a hitch. An estimated 
25,000 people jammed the campus on 

See FESTIVALS, page 6 



Sandy Billie Jr. in Men’s Competition. 



Modern traditional clothing combines art of two eras. 


Brighton Field 
Days 2001 

Men’s Clothing Contest Winners 
Traditional/Old Style 

4-10 years old: 1st place - Catlen Tommie, 
2nd place - Justin Osceola, 3rd place - Deveon Jones, 
4th place - Daniel Nunez Jr., 5th place - Joshua 
Boromei. 

11-17 years old: 1 st place - Adam Osceola 
(no other competitors). 

18-34 years old: 1st place - Dallas “Dusty” 
Nunez, 2nd place - Daniel “Boogie” Nunez, 3rd place 

- Sampson Gopher, 4th place - Larry Smith, 5th place 

- Mike Smith. 

35-49 years old: (No entries). 

50 years and up: 1st place - Thomas Billie, 
2nd place - Willis Gopher, 3rd place - Howard 
Osceola, 4th place - Sammy Gopher. 

Modern/Contemporary 
Modern Traditional 

4-10 years old: 1st place - Daren Jim, 2nd 
place - Daniel Nunez Jr., 3rd place - Luis Gopher, 4th 
place - Nathan Gopher, 5th place - Joshua Boromei. 

11-17 years old: 1st place - Cody Bert, 2nd 
place - Bryan Arledge, 3rd place - Adam Osceola, 4th 
place - Adrian Baker, 5th place - Nolan Gopher. 

18-34 years old: 1st place - Jamie Smith, 
2nd place - Vince Osceola, 3rd place - Daniel 
“Boogie” Nunez, 4th place - Howard Jimmie, 5th 
place - Sampson Gopher. 

35-49 years old: 1st place - Steve Osceola, 
2nd place - Parker Jones, 3rd place - Tony Sanchez, 
4th place - Robert Youngblood, 5th place - Danny 
Tommie. 

50 years and up: 1st place - Willie Gopher, 
2nd place - Sammy Gopher, 3rd place - Stephen 
Bowers, 4th place - Thomas Billie, 5th place - 
Howard Osceola. 

Women’s Clothing Contest Winners 
Traditional/Old Style 

4-10 years old: 1st place - Shyla Jones, 2nd 
place - Dannie Jae Tommie, 3rd place - Shiela Jones, 
4th place - Meagan Jones, 5th place - Jenna 
McDuffie. 

11-17 years old: 1 st place - Sherrie Jones, 
2nd place - (unknown), 3rd place - Stephanie Hall, 

4th place - Brittney Smith, 5th place - Courtney 
Sanchez. 

18-34 years old: 1st place - Jo Leigh Johns, 
2nd place - Alice M. Billie, 3rd place - Suraiya 
Youngblood, 4th place - (unknown), 5th place - Rita 
Gopher. 

35-49 years old: 1st place - Susie Doctor, 
2nd place - Judy Jones, 3rd place - Linda Jones, 4th 
place - Diane Snow, 5th place - Donna Turtle. 

50 years and up: 1st place - Louise Osceola, 
2nd place - Rachel Billie, 3rd place - Juanita Osceola, 
4th place - Agnes Cypress, 5th place - Mary Billie. 

Modern/Contemporary 
Modern Traditional 

4-10 years old: 1st place - Erena Billie, 2nd 
place - Brooke Osceola, 3rd place - (unknown), 4th 
place - Shyla Jones, 5th place - Brianna Nunez. 

11 — 17 years old: 1st place - D’Anna 
Osceola, 2nd place - Brittney Smith, 3rd place - 
Stephanie Tiger, 4th place - Nickie Osceola, 5th place 

- (unknown). 

18-34 years old: 1st place - Emma Johns, 
2nd place - Jo Leigh Johns, 3rd place - Brandi Clay, 
4th place - Suraiya Youngblood, 5th place - Charlotte 
Burgess. 

35-49 years old: 1st place - Annie L. 
Osceola, 2nd place - Oneva Jones, 3rd place - Kay 
Braswell, 4th place - Linda Jones, 5th place - Judy 
Jones. 

50 years and up: 1st place - Frances Osceola, 
2nd place - Alice Snow, 3rd place - Mary Sanchez, 
4th place - Rachel Billie, 5th place - Mary Francis 
Cypress. 


Brighton Seminole Princess 

Clarissa Randolph 

Brighton Seminole Junior Miss 

Mary Huff 
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EAGLE DANCER: Graceful motions imitate the great bird during powwow exhibition at Eckerd College Arena. 



Two young maidens show off pretty DNA smiles. 



Loaded down with beads. 



Ulali singers Soni, Buffy, and Jennifer. 


Festivals 


Continued from page 5 

Saturday. Millions more followed the event 
on the Tribal website where Seminole 
design queen Melissa Sherman operated a 
cyberspace powwow for the third year. The 
week-long “Native Visions, Native Voices” 
film festival attracted record crowds, as did 
Guy LaBree’s stunning exhibit of Seminole 
paintings at the St. Petersburg Museum of 
History, which ended last week. 

As always, dozens of Seminole 
vendors graced the scene, with their bright- 
ly colored jackets and dolls. Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
and Okalee Museums provided cultural 
experts for the Living Villages. President 
Mitchell Cypress provided cigarettes for the 
drums and Councilman Jack Smith Jr. gra- 
ciously provided 100 bales of hay to make 
the DNA powwow circle. 

“People have all these questions 
about the Seminoles and other Indians,” 
said Tribal Chairman James Billie. “All 
they have to do is come out and ask us. We 
hope these events are as educational as they 
are fun.” 


Photos by Libby Blake, Charles Flowers, 
Peter B. Gallagher ; Robert Kippenberger, 
Dan McDonald and Yolanda Ponce De Leon. 



Profile of dignity. 



Rain forced Chief Billie’s Sunday concert inside at DNA. 



Seminole royalty in the grand entry. 



Begay the Navajo hoop dance champion. 
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Bird pocket. 



GUARD DOLL: Surveying the scene. 



Caped competitor. 



Buffy Sainte-Marie and guitar. 



William Osceola’s high step. 



Wild Indian Keith Secola. 



BIG INDIAN: Cicero points the way to DNA. 



NATIVE REGAE: Tchiya Ahmet and the Light House band. 









Action in the powwow arena is fast and furious. 


CULTURAL MEETING: Girl with baloon meets boy with feathers. 



Back scratcher. 



Axtec power. 


Waiting on the judges. 







The return of Swamp Owl, page 16. 



Medicine man Sonny Billie’s Big Berry Moon Festival, page 3, 



Smallwood Store clothing contest winner, page 24. 
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Seminoles Found On Andros 

By Peter B. Gallagher 

RED BAYS, ANDROS — Descendents of 
Seminole Indians, adventurers who fled tyranny by 
sailing dugout canoes east from South Florida in the 
1800s, have been found on the northern tip of this idyl- 
lic Bahamaian isle by Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Chairman James Billie, recently. 

“This brings to reality a legend I have heard 
about all my life,” said an excited Chairman Billie, 
who first connected with the ex-patriate Seminole 
descendents via the Internet. On April 5, he flew to 
Andros and traveled to the tiny settlement of Red Bays. 
“I was told there were people who tied canoes together 
and rode into the Caribbean never to return. But there 
was never a year attached to it. I never knew if this 
happened in the 1400s, the 1600s or the 1800s. But 
now we know.” 

According to Red Bays resident Rev. Bertram 
A. Newton, Andros’ chief historian — and a Seminole 
descendant himself — pirates and privateers of the 
1800s first told the Seminole Indians about this “free 
land,” 125 miles southeast of Fort Lauderdale. While a 
few Seminoles left for the islands in the 1820s, Rev. 
Newton says most came in the 1 840s, when the gov- 
ernment stepped up efforts to remove Indians from 
Florida and recapture escaped slaves: 

“They left in small groups from the 
Everglades, from way down on Cape Sable. The pirates 

FAMILY TIES: (L-R) Rev. B. A. Newton, Solomon Bowlegs, James Billie, Perky Lightbourne. See ANDROS, page 8 



New Estimate: 60 -70 Animals 

Florida Panthers 
On Increase 

“We’ve contributed a lot to restocking panthers . ” 

— Jimmie McDaniel, Hunting Adventures 

By Colin Kenny 

There has been a dramatic increase in the number 
of Florida panthers over the years, according to a report 
by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC). 

FWC now estimates the current panther popula- 
tion at 60-70 animals; anywhere from six to ten of these 
felines are full and part-time residents of the Big Cypress 
Reservation (including three or four radio collared 
females), says Darrell Land, head of the FWC’s panther 
field research efforts in South Florida. Land said it’s pos- 
sible panthers also use the Brighton Seminole Reservation 
but the FWC has collected no data on that as of this date. 

“There are definitely more Florida panthers 
today than there were when we first started this field work 
back in the early 4 80s,” said Land. “It’s a good feeling to 
know we have helped reverse the decline in the cats’ pop- 
ulation.” 

Twenty years ago the Felis concolor coryi esti- 
mate was closer to 30. The Panther is generally regarded 
as the most endangered mammal in North America. More 
than half of Florida’s Seminoles are members of the 
Panther Clan. 



Cattle Drive Honors Early Cattlemen 


By Dan McDonald 

BIG CYPRESS — Rudy Osceola 
turned one final time in the saddle, dropped his 
arm and shouted “Move 'em out.” 

With that simple gesture an estimated 
100 horseback riders kicked off the Fifth 
Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive on the Big 
Cypress Reservation March 24, driving a small 
herd of cattle 1 3 miles from the end of West 
Boundary Road to the 
Junior Cypress Rodeo 
and Entertainment 
complex. 

“When we 

started this five years 
ago, I didn’t think it 
would ever get this 
big,” said Paul 
Bowers, who along 
with brother Richard 
and Moses Jumper Jr. 

- all cattlemen — 
conceived this event 
as a way of paying 
tribute to one of the 
original Seminole cat- 
tlemen. 

“It really has 
taken off. This is the 
largest group we’ve 
ever had and I expect 


more next year. It’s really great the way this 
has taken hold.” 

For those on horseback - or riding 
alongside the herd on any number of vehicles 
- the thrill was experiencing a little taste of 
what it was like when Seminole cattlemen lit- 
erally had to drive cattle to survive. Two men 

See CATTLE, page 7 


GENTLEMEN, START YOUR HORSES: Rudy moves 6 em out. 


See PANTHER, page 10 


Tiger Hosts B.C. 
Meeting On 
Board Programs 

By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Tribal Board Rep. 
Manuel “Mondo” Tiger held a short Community meeting 
at the Herman Osceola Gymnasium last Thursday. The 

basic agenda was to relay some 
announcements, impart some 
general information on two 
potential projects for Board 
investment and to answer any 
questions the community may 
have concerning the Board of 
Directors’ arm of Seminole 
Tribal government. 

“It’s been stated that 
the Board doesn’t do any- 
thing,” Tiger said, adding that 
he hopes to dispel that notion 
by having more meetings and 
one-on-one discussions with Community members. 

Tiger was very pleased to report that Donelda 
Mercer won the 1st Annual Board Hog Hunt. She bagged 
a 310-pound hog to outdistance the contestants. Tiger also 

See BOARD, page 19 



Rep. Mondo Tiger 


Census Figures Don’t Add Up 


By Dan McDonald 

HOLLYWOOD — The 2000 Census 
figures are in and at least in some cases the 
numbers don’t quite add up as far as the 
Seminoles and Miccosukees are concerned. 
Among the questionable results released by the 
U.S. Census Bureau on March 27 are these: 

•The Big Cypress 
Seminole Reservation population 
was listed as 142 individuals, with 
1 1 0 as Indian. 

•Fort Pierce Reservation 
has 2 residents - both white. 

•Tampa Reservation, zero. 

•The Miccosukee Tribe 
was listed as having zero members. 

•The American Indian pop- 
ulation for all Seminole reservations 
is only 1,239. 

“I don’t know how they 
came up with that figure for Fort 
Pierce Reservation,” said Sally 
Tommie, the Fort Pierce Board and 
Council liaison. “No one lives on 
the Fort Pierce Reservation right 
now. It’s just woods. We don’t 
expect the first house to be complet- 
ed there until July of 2002. 

“Right now there are about 
70 Tribal citizens living in Fort 
Pierce. I don’t know how the 
Census Bureau came up with that 
figure, but there’s a mistake some- 
where.” 


James Holmes, Regional Director for 
the Bureau of the Census, Atlanta Regional 
office, said it was too soon to guess about why 
specific numbers are off. 

“It would be premature for me to spec- 
ulate about what went wrong with the counts,” 


See CENSUS, page 19 

Frey Hiring Factless 

■ More Scare Tactics From Sentinel, County 

By Libby Blake 

KISSIMMEE — A March 28 story in the 
Orlando Sentinel , stating the Osceola County Commission 
was courting former U.S. Rep. Lou Frey (Republican) to 
join anti-casino lobbyist Dick Batchelor (Democrat) in a 
trumped up “fight” against the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
has been proved false. 

At a special Osceola County Commission meeting, 
held April 2 to consider Frey’s hiring, only Commissioner 
Ken Smith came out in support of hiring the high-profile 
former Congressman. He found no support among his col- 
leagues regarding Frey, one of Central Florida’s most well- 
known political figures. 

Osceola Commissioners have publicly accused the 
Seminoles of secretly planning a casino project on lands 
purchased by the Tribe near St. Cloud; Smith teamed up 
with reporter April Hunt in the March 28 story which car- 
ried the tag line: “Osceola commissioners want to beef up 
their anti-casino lobbying team in the wake of the 
Seminoles’ land purchase.” 

Despite assurances from the Seminole Tribe that 

See FREY, page 19 


Nicaragua 

Questions 

Answered 

By Charles Flowers and Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — Responding to controversy 
and confusion regarding Seminole Tribe affairs in Central 
America, Chairman James Billie, Government Operations 
Manager Tim Cox, Foreign Affairs’ Director Calixto 
Garcia- Velez, and Controller Hugh Chang- Alloy appeared 
at a recent Community meeting here to present information 
to Tribal citizens about the Seminole Tribe’s business inter- 
ests in Nicaragua. 

Chairman Billie described the move two years ago 
to invest in a cattle operation as part of an expansion of 
business opportunities in the war-torn region. 

“I think Seminole Tribe ought to expand,” said 
Chairman Billie. “Why did I pick Nicaragua? Nicaragua 
just got out of war. One time I was in a war some place 
called Vietnam, and the prices just fell. Not dirt cheap but 
they just fell. 

“Once it falls, people are scared to come back in 
and if you can be one of the first people back in there with 
something — could be cattle, if we were really big enough 
it could be AT&T or Bell Telephone. When we got there 
two years ago, I think Bell telephone was just coming back 
. . . There’s about a million people in Managua (the capital 
of Nicaragua) and if you took $10,000 over there, $10,000 
dollars right now is like $113,000. If you took $100,000 

See NICARAGUA, pagel9 

Jet Resurrection 

By Charles Flowers 

HOLLYWOOD — The deal to purchase a 
Gulfstream V jet is “not dead yet” according to Chairman 
James E. Billie. 

Billie, speaking at a Hollywood Community meet- 
ing late last month, said the deal which was overturned by a 
4-1 vote of the Tribal Council, could still be revived. 

“That jet, it’s not dead yet,” Billie told Tribal citi- 
zens who had gathered to discuss a variety of financial con- 
cerns. “Because they (Gulfstream) told us ‘you can pick it 
up in June.’” 

The March 20 Council decision had apparently 
shot down the deal to purchase a Gulfstream V, which was 
tied to a separate agreement to sell the Tribe’s smaller, 
existing Gulfstream IV corporate jet. The decision was to 
have immediately cost the Tribe $3.5 million, according to 
Government Operations Officer Tim Cox. 

However, when the smoke cleared one week later, 
Billie said, “it’s not dead in the water. It’s still there not 
because I wanted to, it’s just the way the contract took off 
at the beginning. So we can still change our mind and work 
it.” 

“I would prefer to get that jet,” Billie added, “pay 
for it in cash or do something and then resell it and don’t 
lose any money.” 

See JET, page 3 


Chief Teaches 
High School 
Canoe Class 


By Peter B. Gallagher 

GAINESVILLE — On a thunderstorm- swept 
March 29 afternoon, Seminole Chief Jim Billie braved the 
elements on a flight from Big Cypress to lecture high 
school and elementary school students about Seminole 
dugout canoes. 

Keeping a promise made to Eastside High teacher 
Steve Everett several months ago, Chief Billie arrived a lit- 
tle late, but safe, after a bumpy flight aboard the Tribal 
Pilatus in which he bruised his ribs and banged his head 
during turbulence north of Tampa. “I learned a big lesson,” 
he told students gathered in a large lecture room. “Always 
wear your seat belts . . . even when the weather’s good! Or 
go by canoe.” 

Using a blackboard and various tools he brought 
on the trip, Chief Billie explained the intricacies of creating 
a water craft from a log. An un- shaved pine log and other 
props were provided by Everett, retired biologist Dale 
Crider and the Florida Museum of Natural History. Billie 
discussed the thickness of the sides, the weight and the 
length necessary for a seaworthy canoe and answered ques- 
tions from students, including a group of fourth grade visi- 
tors from a nearby elementary school. 

Famed canoe maker Henry John Billie of Big 
Cypress, still recuperating from a recent stroke, was not 

able to make the trip. 

F See CANOE CLASS, page 3 
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An Uncomfortable Feeling 


*Seminole Tribune 

It must have been exciting to watch. The thud of the 4th 
District Court of Appeals decision landing in the newsroom of the 
St. Petersburg Times and the immediate “free at last” Pulitzer-hun- 
gry rush to the phones by reporters soliciting “dirt” about the 
Seminole Tribal government, its leaders and its people. 

The Court, as many know by now, affirmed the decision 
by the 17th Circuit Court dismissing the complaints filed by the 
Tribe against the Times Publishing Co. and reporters Brad 
Goldstein and Jeff Testerman. The word came down on March 21 
and, like jittery greyhounds untethered, the bizarre race to investi- 
gate the Tribe by the Times began, in earnest, once again. 

It goes like this: Phone calls to former employees. Pleas 
to current employees for embarassing or classified documentation 
and informations. Fishing expeditions for disloyal employees or 
disenchanted Tribal citizens. Threats of publishing embarassing 
personal informations about individual Tribal citizens. Rumor 
mongering. Back alley deals with hidden tape recorders. 
Information trading with the FBI and the IRS. The scary intimida- 
tion of a reckless press toward Tribal business associates, vendors 
and prospective partners. Interference in Tribal politics. 
Entrapment, surveillance, surreptitious photographs. 

All this is accomplished beneath the umbrella of the pre- 
cious First Amendment: Freedom of the Press. That’s what the 
courts have decided. Reading the opinion gives one that sort of 
creepy, uncomfortable feeling that permeates the air when the 
ACLU must clench its teeth and stand up for the rights of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 

An examination of the tactics used and the information 
published in the Times during its insultingly titled December 1997 
series, “Trail of Millions,” reveals an intention to hurt the Tribal 
government and its people — not enlighten the readership of a 
newspaper which proclaims itself, in ego-maniacal fashion, as 


“Florida’s Best.” From writing letters begging trusted employees 
to steal trade secrets and publishing inaccurate, manipulated 
demographics to pummeling an innocent Tribal citizen about her 
illegitimate child, the Times has maintained a basement level of 
journalism that shocks even its peers in the industry. 

Ho-lash-ko-wan. It is a lie. 

The Court considered the Times’ effort an appropriate 
attempt by newspaper reporters to gather information. That point, 
however, was not alleged in the Tribe’s complaint. Nowhere in the 
Court’s opinion was there a mention of insidious news gathering 
techniques, including the solicitation of employees under a fiduci- 
ary relationship to steal documents and other data - a basis of the 
Tribe’s case against the newspaper and its reporters. The Court did 
print, without comment, the full text of the infamous letters writ- 
ten to Dr. Timothy Lozon and Pat Diamond - an inclusion certain 
to keep permanent burrs in the shoes of the Times and reporters 
Goldstein (no longer employed there) and Testerman. 

The Times may have to temper its reporters’ glee, how- 
ever. At least a while longer. Tribal Chairman James Billie, a main 
target of the original Times “investigation,” is undaunted by the 
unfavorable decision by the 4th District Court of Appeals. He has 
directed Legal Counsel Jim Shore and attorney Don Orlovsky to 
take this case to the next level - the United States Supreme Court. 
There, away from the glare of the hometown press and its intimi- 
dating lobby, perhaps, a clear examination of an out-of-control 
press can be aired. 

There is no intention here to weaken the First 
Amendment, nor to prevent the ethical gathering of news. A favor- 
able decision by the High Court would serve just protection to an 
American Indian tribal government and its innocent citizens, and 
strengthen a national press whose Florida brother has strayed way, 
way too far from his appointed rounds. 

— The Seminole Tribune is the official newspaper of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida . 
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Chief Billie: 

I have to chime in about the 
Discover Native America Festival. I 
decided to attend Sunday in spite of the 
forecast of wind and rain, because Buffy 
Sainte-Marie was performing that day 
only. Buffy is one of the first folk singers 
I ever heard way back in the 1960s, and I 
didn’t want to miss this opportunity to see 
her perform. There were delays upon 
delays as the technical crew struggled to 
set up the main stage of what was sup- 
posed to be an outdoor venue in an audi- 
torium. 

Buffy, scheduled to take the 
stage at 3 p.m., did not come on till 5:30. 
However, the emcee, Don Bumstick, kept 
the crowd from getting too restless with 
his seemingly endless supply of Native 
American jokes and stories. 

If ever a woman is timeless, it is 
Buffy Sainte-Marie. She looks like she 
has hardly aged at all in the decades since 
the ‘60s and continues to belt out those 
protest songs with conviction. 

Her 90-minute set alone was 
worth my one hour drive each way. Buffy 
Sainte-Marie is truly a class act. The wild 
applause and standing ovation proved I 
was not alone in my assessment. Many 
thanks to Pete Gallagher and the Seminole 
Tribe for this truly phenomenal Native 
American event. Hoop dancer Lowery 
Begay was amazing! Ulali was wonderful 
as always. The barbeque pork on fry 
bread was so delish! Instead of rambling 
on and on, I will simply say that I depart- 
ed the powwow with a smile on my face 
and a song in my heart. 

Betty Phelps, Tampa, Prine43@aol.com 

Chief Billie: 

On the Hollywood Reservation, 
at the corner of S. R. 7 and Stirling Rd. 
every Friday and Sunday night they have 
been allowing very loud “bass” music to 
go on until 3 or 4 in the morning. It is our 
understanding that they leased their space 
to some Jamaican group - this is not con- 
firmed though. Everytime we call the 
Seminole Police we are told they do not 
have a noise ordinance. These distur- 
bances go beyond “noise.” They rattle our 
windows and glasses on our shelves; it is 
so disturbing that it makes it impossible to 
think, sleep, or do much of anything. And 
we live at least one-half mile west of the 
source. How dare the Seminole Tribe dis- 
turb the peace of so many of your neigh- 
bors! 

We are starting a massive mail- 
ing and telephone campaign to stop this 
madness. If it is not stopped, we will initi- 
ate a boycott of all Seminole activities 
(bingo, festivals, rodeos, etc.). We do not 
think the Seminole Tribe has worked on 
improving their reputation only to have it 
ruined by these weekly disturbances of 
the peace. We have witnessed underage 


drinking, marijuana smoking, reckless 
driving and other crimes during the times 
of these disturbances. We don’t think the 
Tribe would want these activities reported 
to the media. Cease the unreasonable dis- 
turbances immediately or we will pursue 
until it is stopped. We believe that we all 
(Americans and Seminoles) want to feel 
safe and secure and enjoy a reasonable 
amount of peace and quiet in our own 
homes and neighborhoods. Your consider- 
ation and action to stop these disturbances 
is appreciated. 

Cathy & Bill Gilmartin, HGilmarti@aol.com 
Editor: 

In the early ‘70s, your Chief and 
I used to hang out together either at the 
Seminole tourist attraction on Stirling and 
441 or at the Seminole “66” on Griffin 
road and 441 where I worked. He intro- 
duced me to the Tribal ways. I frequented 
the reservation where I was accepted by 
the elders making their wares. I was also 
introduced to the wildlife as the 
Seminoles viewed it, including feeding 
the animals and working with the gators 
in the pit - life experiences that one will 
never forget. After my tour of duty with 
the U.S. Army, I lost contact with Jim, as 
he has gone onto bigger and better things 
for his people. I have been to the Casino 
in Tampa several times and see his picture 
on the wall with the rest of the Tribal offi- 
cials. I have seen Jim on TV performing 
his folk music. And most of all in the 
Florida Living Magazine. It’s been almost 
30 years, and I am just curious if the 
Chief still remembers back that far? 

Rod Fletcher, Williston, rodf@worldnet.att.net 

Editor: 

Shocked! The new Learning 
Center, the Gymnasium, the School (well 
deserved . . . those trips to Clewiston had 
to stop!), the old Learning Center that will 
become the police station, the future 
buildings that will be in the hammock 
besides the existing Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. 

I was born and raised in Florida. 

I grew up in Hollywood. Everything west 
of University Drive was no man’s land. 
Everglades 84 (1-595 — 1-75) and Alligator 
Alley were spooky roads to travel 
upon. In the 1980s rapid change began, of 
course, I don’t need to tell you. But for 
people who weren’t around in the 50s and 
60s this metropolis west of University 
Drive to the Eastern Everglades’ border 
does not shock their souls like it does 
those who know it wasn’t always devel- 
oped. 

I was camping in the Everglades 
(actually, Markham Park) four years 
ago. Weston offended me so profoundly 
that I wrote a children’s novel. I wanted to 
write about the drastic change and at the 


same time not come off too didactic. I 
wanted, in the process of writing this fic- 
tion, to educate the young reader with the 
facts about the flora, fauna, nations, and 
death of the Everglades. 

How can younger children, who 
are living in this century understand the 
death of the Everglades and Tribal life if 
they don’t know its birth and life which is 
being strangled before their adulthood? 

On the day I set up my tent, I 
asked my brother, “Are we really in the 
Everglades? Then, where’s the boundaries 
for Weston, or Broward County now that 
Hollywood Boulevard goes all the way 
out to Flamingo where it’s all developed? 
Do they keep erasing the border line?” 
Shocked! 

The novel is entitled: Bordering 
On The Edge. An aging Everglades 
Indian, who manages a Fort Lauderdale 
Beach hotel, recruits two young hotel 
guests to help him deliver ancient saw 
grass dust to the angry geo-gods. I have 
forwarded the manuscript to various 
teachers who have categorized the novel 
as fictional history/study unit/supplemen- 
tal reading, i.e., history text can be dry 
and a fictional history novel can be used 
to “pull from.” “Pull from” means sub- 
jects are exposed in the novel about the 
Everglades formation, water control prob- 
lems, extinction both in flora and fauna, 
Seminole Indian Wars, etc. 

I would like to send the manu- 
script to a willing teacher at Ahfachkee. 
Em sure the subject matter is common 
sense at Ahfachkee, but I’d like to make 
sure the facts are portrayed in an enter- 
taining yet fairly accurate manner. 

Connie Brightwell, Auteri, NY, 
cauteri@impop.bellatlantic.net 

Editor: 

First let me say I have no Native 
American blood that I am aware of — my 
father’s mother is from Scotland and my 
mother’s family is Italian. I have been 
interested for many years in Native 
American culture and more recently and 
more specifically Native American reli- 
gion. I come to you because I am in 
Florida and it just seems natural. I guess I 
have been on a spiritual quest lately and 
have had a difficult time finding my 
niche. I was raised and educated in the 
Catholic Church and have become quite 
cynical of organized religion. The nuns in 
school dreaded my questions or com- 
ments when I raised my hand. Where do I 
go to learn more? 

Jocelyn Hearing, dlh342@aol.com 

Editor: 

When is the next Tribal election? 

Jack Piccalo, Jacksonville 

May 14, for Tribal Council and 
Board members only . 





Che han tamo 


Ee-che-bee 


T he Pointed Land. 

Ee-che-bee (Deer Nose). 

Land where the earth ends. 

Land of Flowers, as the Spanish called it. 

Florida is a place where I was 
born and my wakening eyes saw the 
Spanish moss, cypress trees, 
live oak and willow along the 
Dania Cut-off Canal in March 
of 1944. My ears heard the 
sounds of macaw parrots hiss- 
ing at snakes and the scream- 
ing of chimpanzees. My nos- 
trils took in smells of smoke 
from my grandmother’s cook- 
ing chickee. 

Yes, I was bom in a 
Dania, Florida tourist attrac- 
tion. I learned the lucrative 
Florida tourism business at a 
very young age and it is in my 
blood to wrestle alligators or stmm a gui- 
tar to entertain you for a nickel or two. 
Being a Seminole Indian created an air of 
mystique to my life and I have survived 
financially because of it. 

Once they tried to make 
Seminoles leave our Florida. But, under 
the leadership of Aripeka (OF Sam Jones 
also known as Abiaka), a few Indians 
moved into the unnavigable Florida 
swamps where the military could not find 
them. The 1750s to 1860s were a little 
rough at times but my Florida hid us well. 
When the Civil War came along, we were 
forgotten. 

Unconquered, only a few of us 
remained. From 1860 until the early 
1900s, we had time to re-establish our- 


selves in our own ways, and learn how to 
survive in the Dominant Society. 

In these trying years, my Florida 
provided my Seminoles with abundant 
food, fish, deer, panther, bear, various 
aquatic birds and many edible plants. 

Though I was bom in modern 
times, we still lived for many 
years in the ways of my grand- 
father. We were very poor, but I 
never knew it. Today, if I were 
to lose all my material posses- 
sions I can still survive the old 
Seminole way. 

The other day I visited 
a lake ancient Seminoles called 
Pithlachocco (Where Boats Are 
Made). I walked along the dry 
lakebed where students had 
found nearly 100 canoes, most 
of them thousands of years old. 
It was surreal to touch these boats of my 
ancestors. 

I have always known my people 
were around Florida and the Caribbean 
long before others arrived. That is how 
Florida embraces me. Those canoes tell 
me I have been here a long, long time. 
The unconquered Seminole is as old as 
Pithlachooco. That is my Florida. 

Aripeka, OF Sam Jones. Sho- 
naa-bish. 

— James E. Billie is Chairman of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida . This essay 
was reprinted from the Spring issue of 
Florida History & The Arts Magazine, 
published by the Department of State . 




letters/e-mail 



6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 



Chief Billie: 

Hello James, on behalf of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Hollywood 
Preschool Programs, we would like to 
thank you for taking time out of your 
busy schedule to pose for a picture with 
our three and four-year-old students. This 
will be a great picture for their classroom. 
Dawn Marie Billie, Hollywood 

. . . and for our newspaper (see above). 


Editor: 

Hello. My name is Krystal and 
I’m doing a report on the Seminole Indian 
Tribe and I need a picture of your chief’s 
headdress. I have looked everywhere I 
can think of and no pictures have been 
found. Also any interesting information 
you can supply would be more than 
appreciated. Also this is my grandfather’s 
e-mail address that you can reply at. 
Krystal Snyder, Duncan, OK, 
solutions@simplynet.net 



Publisher: James E. Billie 
Director: Dr. Betty Mae Jumper 
Operations Manager: Peter B. Gallagher 
Design/Layout: Melissa Sherman 
Design/Layout Assistant: Vanessa Frank 
Business Manager: Dan McDonald 
Reporters: Libby Blake, 

Charles Flowers, Colin Kenny 
Archivist: Ernie Tigerman Tiger 
Secretary: Lucinda Crystal Jumper 
Contributors: Tommy Benn, Janice Billie, 
Maria Billie, Jessica Cattelino 
Suzanne Davis, Diane Diaz, E. Bowers 
Bob Kippenberger (Photos) 

Brian Larney (Design), Mark Madrid, 
Sandra K. Osceola, Gary Padgett, 
Robert Freightrain Parker (Art) 
Yolanda Ponce deLeon, Rhonda Roff, 
Raiford Starke (Humor), 

Patsy West, Dr. Patricia R. Wickman 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association, the Florida 
Press Club and the Associated Press. 
Letters/e-mails to the Editor must be 
signed and may be edited for publica- 
tion. Subscription rate is $25 per year 
by mail. Make checks payable to The 
Seminole Tribune , 6300 Stirling Rd., 
Hollywood, FL 33024. Phone: (954) 
967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. Or 
subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 

© Seminole Tribe of Florida 








The Seminole Tribune 


3 


April 13, 2001 


Reflections By Patsy West 
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Richard Pratt (top on left) shown in this 1879 photo with the first class of students at the Carlisle Indian School. 


The ABC’s Of Indian Schooling 


Note: Recently Anne Valliere e-mailed the Seminole 
Tribune: “When we visited the Castillo de San Marcos (in St. 
Augustine, Fla.) we ran across the name of a gentleman who 
wanted to teach the Indians to speak English. What was his 
name? We were always told that our grandfather was asked 
to teach the Indians, but it is just a story passed down to us 
— we have no proof. However, when we read that a man 
from Pennsylvania was asked to teach the Indians, we were 
wondering what the history was on it? My grandfather was 
Emerson Loyd Eckert, from the New Oxford/East Berlin, 
Penn., area. Is there any truth to our story? Thanks for your 
help. ” Historian Patsy West replies: 

A U.S. Army captain, Richard Henry Pratt, founded the 

Carlisle Indian School in 1879 in Carlisle, Penn., utiliz- 
ing deserted army barracks. In 1879 he initially select- 
ed 60 Indian boys and 24 girls from the Sioux Agencies 
(specifically Rosebud and Pine Ridge), and from other Indian 
Territory tribes (excluding those children of the “civilized 
tribes”), and brought the total enrollment to 158 by the end of 
the year. 

Pratt’s contribution to Indian education was that he 
was able to convince the public that Native Americans were 
able to be educated. Indeed, the studies proved the obvious, 
that Indian students were “as bright and teachable as average 
white children of the same ages.” 

However, in order to carry out his goals, Pratt 
embraced a policy of total immersion by taking the children 
away from their people and culture and stressed “accultura- 
tion.” That is, an attempt to make the Indians “white.” This 
was done because the native ways were considered a negative 
influence to living in modern society. 

Interestingly, Pratt became involved in Indian educa- 
tion by coincidence in 1875 during the Indian Wars on the 
Plains. He was put in charge of 72 Plains Indian captives 
taken from the war area and imprisoned at the Castillo de San 
Marcos (then called Fort Marion) in St. Augustine. 

His prisoners — Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, and 
Comanche youngsters — were incarcerated far away from 
their homeland and became his students. In 1878, when the 


prisoners were ordered back to Indian Territory, many wished 
to remain in the east and private sponsorship allowed some of 
them to stay and continue their education. 

Some of the students attended an African-American 
school, the Hampton Institute in Hampton, Va. Pratt then 
opened Carlisle to cater solely to Native American students. 

One theory was that taking students from the families 
of military-oriented Plains tribal chiefs and headmen might 
assure the tribes’ “good behavior” towards Americans. Thus, 
in 1880, two-thirds of the students at Carlisle were from lead- 
ing families representing the Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, 
Kiowa, Comanche, Pawnee, Menomonee, Iowa, Sac and Fox, 
Lipan, Ponca, Nez Perce, Wichita, Apache, and Pueblo tribes. 

In 1887, Pratt was asked to take 39 Apache children 
between the ages of 12 and 22 who were incarcerated with 
their families at Fort Marion. As a result of Pratt’s success at 
Carlisle, in 1882, Congress made the then-sizeable appropria- 
tion of $67,500 for the expansion of off-reservation industrial 
boarding schools. 

These boarding schools’ teaching strategy was mod- 
eled from Pratt’s concept, which continued to be utilized until 
the turn of the century when Indian schooling was reformed 
into the less culturally harsh “reservation day school” pro- 
grams. 

Of importance to Seminole readers and school alumni 
is that Chilocco (established in 1884), Santa Fe (established in 
1890 - renamed the Institute of American Indian Arts in 
1962), and Haskell (established in 1884 - renamed Haskell 
Indian Junior College in 1965) rank among the longest operat- 
ing of these early Indian schools. 

In answer to Anne Valliere, I have not been able to 
verify whether your grandfather taught Indians. There might 
be some information in the government records from the 
Carlisle Indian School. 

It seems a good lead since both the school and your 
grandfather were located in Pennsylvania. Contact your area 
university library to inquire about your best access for these 
government records from the Department of the Interior. 

— Reflections #187. 



Chairman James E. Billie reviews the plans for proposed Indian display. 


Canoe Class 

Continued from page 1 

It was Everett’s students who 
discovered the first of some 120 aborigi- 
nal canoes in the drought-ravaged lakebed 
of nearby Newnan’s Lake (called 
Pithlachocco or “place of boats” by 
Seminoles hundreds of years ago). An 
archaeology buff who uses the rich his- 
toric lands around Gainesville in his 
teachings to Eastside students, Everett 
was honored - along with Crider and state 
archaeologist Melissa Memory - for their 
roles in helping protect what is now 
known as the largest find of aboriginal 
canoes in world history. 

Radio carbon dating has placed 
the canoes between 500 and 5,000 years 
old, with 70 percent of them older than 
3,000 years. Florida Secretary of State 
Katherine Harris has petitioned for the 
area to be honored as a National Historic Site. 

While canoes were the lesson of the day, students 
seemed more interested in the Chief’s demonstration of how 
to make a “blow-gun” and “darts” from stalks of river cane he 
brought to the lecture. “Now don’t you all go out pointing 
these at people or getting me in trouble now,” he cautioned. 
“That’s all I need.” 


Students lined up after class to shake the Chief’s 
hand and ask for autographs. 

Later, Chief Billie toured the nearby Museum of 
Natural History’s Florida Indian display, now under construc- 
tion. The exhibit, scheduled to open next year, traces Florida 
Indian life from the earliest humans to today’s Seminoles. 
Thatching work already completed in one part of the museum 
perturbed Billie, who commented: 
“The Indians would not have built it 
that way. In fact, no one would. That 
roof will leak. I sure wish they had 
come talk with us before they went 
to all this trouble.” 

Back at Eastside High, 
teacher Everett marveled at Billie’s 
lecture: “Those kids really learned 
something today. He had a very big 
impression on them. You saw how 
close they were paying attention, 
even after 45 minutes and that is 
amazing. 

“I don’t know how he was 
able to fit us in his busy schedule, 
but I am very grateful he did. He told 
me he would come back and do it 
again!” 

“Heck there aren’t that 
many Indians who make dugouts 
anymore,” said Billie later. “This was 
major transportation for the 
Seminoles for many years. It’s part 
of our culture that needs to be pre- 
served. That’s what those canoes at 
Pithlachocco tell me.” 



CANOE 101: James Billie teaches high school students how to turn log into canoe. 



Jet 

Continued from page 1 

The market for used corporate jets 
emerged as an issue during the Council 
negotiations. Cox said at the Council meet- 
ing that the Tribe stood to make as much as 
$9 million profit on the sale of the G-IV. 
Two recent business stories shed some light 
on both the market, and the costs of break- 
ing a contract. 

In one case, Sykes Enterprises of 
Tampa broke a 10-year lease on a 
Gulfstream II with the plane’s owner, who 
happens to be the company’s founder and 
chief executive officer, John Sykes. The St. 


Petersburg Times reported in a March 28 
story that the company paid $3.6 milllion in 
penalties after breaking the lease. 

Also, noted investor Warren 
Buffett, speaking at a London news confer- 
ence announcing the delivery of 50 new 
aircraft to Executive Jet Inc., said that 
while the overall stock market still had not 
bottomed, the market for corporate jets was 
strong. 

“We’re seeing a slowdown in our 
businesses where you have discretionary 
spending,” Buffett told the Associated 
Press. “We’re not seeing that in Net Jets.” 

Net Jets is a fractional ownership 
program in which several owners buy a 
corporate jet on a time-share basis. The 
story was reported March 27. 



Guests perform a traditional dance that was used to illustrate Seminole culture. 


Big Berry Moon Festival 
Receives ‘Good Response’ 


By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

BIG CYPRESS — The First Big 
Berry Moon Festival was held at the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on the Big Cypress 
Reservation on March 24-25. 

“The Big Berry Moon Festival is a 
festival of renewal,” said Sonny Billie, the 
Seminole and Miccosukee religious leader. 
“Today I made a tonic for the people as a 
gift from me to them and it’s also a way of 
me telling them thank you for coming. It’s 
made of fresh ginseng and spring water. I 
blessed it with a prayer song. My people 
pray through prayer songs unlike others 


that get on their knees. This drink will 
replenish you and if you are feeling down it 
will revitalize you and give you strength to 
go on throughout the day. 

“The reason for this festival was 
for people to come here and learn a little 
more about the Seminole culture,” he 
added. “It’s called the Big Berry Moon 


Festival because the moon this month is the 
big berry moon based on farming. Back in 
the old days our farming schedule was 
based on moons. Around last month was 
the small berry moon and that’s when the 
farmers would go and plant the berry seeds. 
Forty-five days later they would be ready 
to be picked and it would be the big berry 
moon.” 

The medicine man also discussed 
the role of dance in traditional Seminole 
culture. 

“Seminole dancing is part of our 
culture and religion,” he said. “The dances 
we danced are called the stomp dance, 
the catwalk dance and the alligator 
dance. We believe it’s a way for people 
to stay healthy. When they dance they 
replenish themselves and exercise, 
which is good for the body and soul.” 

During the festival, a costume 
contest was held. It was led by Brian 
Zepeda, Operations Manager for the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 

“We held a traditional 
Seminole clothing contest,” said 
Zepeda. “It gave a chance for people to 
see our traditional clothing and the festi- 
val overall was a chance for people to 
learn a little more about the Seminole 
culture and religion.” 

Other activities at the festival 
were woodcarving, storytelling and 
patchwork. Also, there were craft 
booths and traditional Seminole food. 

“This event gave people a 
chance to meet Sonny Billie and to 
learn about Seminole culture,” said 
Billy Cypress, Executive Director of the 
Museum. “It’s another outreach pro- 
gram the museum has like the 
Kissimmee Slough Rendezvous and 
Shootout. People can learn about our 
culture and visit the museum. 

“It’s going to be four years the 
museum has been opened and we will 
continue to add programs like this as long 
as we continue to receive a positive 
response from the public. From what I’ve 
seen we got a good response.” 

For further information on the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, call (863) 902-1113 
or (954) 792-0745. 



Sonny Billie shares culture with guests, 


Talk Details Tribe’s March To Prosperity 


BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum will host a speakers’ 
forum on May 1 7 to discuss elements of 
the Seminole Tribe’s march from pioneer 
days to modem prosperity. 

The program, entitled Seminole 
Trade 1880 - 1920, Prelude to Prosperity, 
will focus on the Seminole pioneers who- 


forged their lives and history through 
hunting, trapping and trading. The event 
will be held at the Big Cypress Youth 
Center beginning at 6:30 p.m. A dinner 
will also be served. 

For more information contact 
Marty Bowers at (863) 902-1113. 
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Fort Basinger: Refuge For Survivors Of Battle Of Okeechobee 


During the Seminole Wars (1817-1858), the 
United States Army built forts across the peninsula 
of Florida. In this exclusive, ongoing Seminole 
Tribune series, correspondent Yolanda Ponce De 
Leon reports on the role these forts played in the 
battles that were - in their time - the longest and 
most costly military campaigns ever fought by the 
United States. 

By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

SEBRING — On the morning of Dec. 27, 

1837, the largest detachment of 

the U.S. Army ever assembled 
in Florida until that time headed 
back toward Fort Basinger. Two 
days earlier, on Christmas Day, 
they had been involved in what 
would be known as the biggest 
and fiercest conflict of the sec- 
ond Seminole War — the Battle of Okeechobee. 

“We started this morning shortly after sun- 
rise and made good progress with the wounded, with- 
out being attacked,” detailed Lt. Robert C. Buchanan 
in his journal. The journal was later published in the 
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 50 and edited by 
Frank F. White, Jr. “We encamped this evening at a 
cabbage hammock about seven miles 
from Fort Basinger. The Sgt. Maj. of 
the 6th Infantry and one private died 
on the march. Maj. Gustavus Loomis 
with one company was sent as far as 
Fort Gardner to send provisions to 
meet us at Fort Basinger. . . We find 
the litters to be most convenient and 
easy for the men who are badly 
wounded. They are far preferable to 
the ambulances.” 

While the army struggled 
through the Florida wilderness back to 
safety, historians were later able to 
capture the impact the Battle of 
Okeechobee was to have on the con- 
duct of the Second Seminole War. 

“Even though outnumbered 
two to one, the Seminoles elected to 
stand and fight at Okeechobee,” says 
John Mahon, author of The History of 
the Second Seminole War. “The reason 
being they thought they could inflict 
more harm than they would receive. 

The casualties indicated their estimate 
was right. The white force lost 26 
killed and 112 wounded, compared to 
the Seminoles’ 11 and 14. The battle 
was over by 3 p.m. 

“There was no pursuit when 
the Seminoles withdrew toward the 
lake, scattered, and escaped towards 
the east because Gen. Zachary Taylor 
had so many dead and wounded to 
evacuate from the area. All of Dec. 26 
was occupied in tending the wounded 
and trying to get them in condition to 
travel to Fort Basinger.” 

The straggling detachment 
reached Fort Basinger three days after 
the battle, arriving at the hastily erect- 
ed post on Dec. 28, 1837. Fort 
Basinger had been established as an 


encampment only five days earlier, on Dec. 23, 1837. 

“After the Battle of Okeechobee, the wound- 
ed soldiers were brought to Fort Basinger first,” says 
Carolyn Collier, archivist of the Sebring County 
Historical Society. “At the time it was still an 
encampment. Gen. Taylor had ordered a small stock- 
ade to be built to store his heavy baggage and 
artillery while he pursued the Indians around Lake 
Okeechobee. 

“He was unaware this would become a place 
of refuge after the Battle of Okeechobee. Also, he 

was unaware the fort 

would become so 
active and needed.” 

Fort Basinger 
was named in honor of 
Lt. William E. 
Basinger, one of the 
first officers killed in 
the line of duty at the massacre of Maj. Francis Dade 
and most of his troops on Dec. 28, 1835. The Dade 
Massacre was the third worst defeat the U.S. Army 
ever suffered at the hands of Native Americans. In 
that battle, an estimated 400 Seminole Indians headed 
by Chiefs Jumper, Alligator, and Micanopy surprised 
attacked and killed 105 men of the U.S. Army in a 


“Even though outnumbered two 
to one, the Seminoles elected to 
stand and fight at Okeechobee.” 


spot in present-day Pasco County. Basinger was one 
of Dade’s officers. 

While Fort Basinger was erected in a hurry, 
it actually served several important functions during 
the war. Not only did it become the place where the 
Army gathered to lick its wounds after the Battle of 
Okeechobee, it also had other roles 
in the war. 

“On Dec. 23, 1837, Chief 
Alligator’s party was brought into 
Fort Basinger,” writes Buchanan. 

“Among them is one of 
Micanopy ’s wives with her two 
children. One of the men is 
Coacoochee, a fine, tall, handsome 
looking fellow possessing some 
influence. They didn’t like the idea 
of being brought into the camp. 

Alligator was not in his camp and 
had only left two or three old or 
infirm men and a few boys, with a few women. He 
(Alligator) still professes peace, but that is all fudge 
(a lie). He has doubtless gone to join Sam Jones.” 

Lt. Buchanan was correct in this conclusion 
since two days later the Battle of Okeechobee took 
place not too far away. He also praises Chief 

Alligator’s camp, which was located between 
Lake Istokpoga or as the Indians called it 
“Dead Man’s Lake,” since several Indians 
had been drowned attempting to cross it and 
Lake Kissimmee. 

“Alligator’s camp was remarkably 
well situated,” writes Buchanan. “It was on 
the edge of a thin pine woods with a large 
prairie on either side of it, and commanding a 
view of both. From here, he (Alligator) could, 
without being seen himself see any one 
approaching him from either direction, and 
could advance or retreat as circumstances 
might require.” 

Alligator, also known as Halpatter 
Tustenuggee, was an Alachua chief. 

“Alligator at this time was around 40 
years old,” says Mahon. “He seems to have 
been only five feet tall. In dealing with the 
white men he acted as if born to the purple 
(royalty). His manners, in all respects, were 
as fine as theirs (the whites). Behind his open 

face and Roman nose was a 

stock of shrewdness, craft, 
and intelligence second to 
none.” 

After the Second 
Seminole War the fort was 

still used. 

“It was reactivated 

by the Florida mounted militia in 1 849 and 
1850,” says Collier reading from Albert 
Devane’s article, Basinger Pioneers Played 
Important Role In County History , which was 
published in the Sebring News on Mar. 28, 
1963. “A war scare at the time was averted by 
Billy Bowlegs assuring Capt. John C. Casey, 
the Indian agent, the pillaging, burning, and 
killing by the Indians was being done by 
some renegade Indians, stating he (Bowlegs) 
and his band would capture them and turn 
them over to the commanding officer at Fort 
ZACHARY TAYLOR: His forces finally limped back to Fort Basinger. Brooke for trial and sentence. This he did and 




the frontier quieted down again.” 

The fort was abandoned again till 1855 
when the Third Seminole War began. 

“Mr. Devane stated it began due to the 
encroachment of the whites in the Indians’ hunting 
grounds,” says Collier. “Throughout the Third 
Seminole War, Fort Basinger 
became a very active fort as a sup- 
ply depot and staging site for the 
transfer of personnel from Forts 
Drum, Lloyd, Vinton, and Center. 
The supplies were brought in by 
wagon train from Fort Denaud on 
the Calloosahatchee River. 

“In 1858, at the close of 
the Third Seminole War, with Billy 
Bowlegs’ surrender and emigration 
to Arkansas, the old log wooden 
fort went into decay very fast. In 
1963, Mr. Devane, Highland’s 
County foremost historian at the time, noted, “Very 
little traces of the old fort are visible today and it is 
locally known as the old Frank Pearce Homestead. 

“The Pearce family — Capt. John Mizell 
Pearce and Martha Pearce — was the first white resi- 
dent to establish a permanent home at Basinger in 
1897. Their granddaughter, Edna Pearce Lockett lived 
in the Fort Basinger area all her life. She is now 
deceased, but the Edna Pearce Homestead (originally 
Frank Pearce Homestead) still stands in the area. Her 
grandfather, Capt. John Mizell Pearce, helped build 
the fort.” 

Today, Fort Basinger no longer exists. All 
that stands is a marker along U.S. 98 where it crosses 
the Kissimmee River. It was erected by the Florida 
Board of Parks and Historical Memorials. The marker 
reads as follows: 

“FORT BASINGER — Col. Zachary Taylor 
had Fort Basinger built in 1837, during the Seminole 
Wars, on the Kissimmee River 17 miles above its 
mouth. It was a small stockade, which served as a 
temporary fort and supply station on the line of forts 
extending from Tampa to Lake Okeechobee. Named 
for Lt. William E. Basinger of the 2nd Artillery, who 
was killed in Dade’s Massacre, the fort was aban- 
doned at the end of the Indian wars.” 

To get to the site of the fort from Sebring, 
take Route 98 headed south toward Okeechobee, 

according to Ruby 

Collier, a Highlands 
County Native and 
volunteer at the 
Sebring Historical 
Society. 

“After you 

pass the bridge 

where the Kissimmee River meets the Okeechobee 
River it is located on the west bank or left hand side 
of the road,” she says. “You will see the marker. 

“Unfortunately, no picture of Fort Basinger 
exists. All that’s left is the Edna Pearce Homestead 
and the old school house, which was built around the 
1870s. And of course the marker, which is the only 
thing left to remind you a fort existed there at one 
point in time.” 

For further information on Fort Basinger, 
call the Sebring Historical Society at (863) 471-2522. 

Next: Fort White. 


“Pillaging, burning, and 
killing . . . was being done by 
some renegade Indians.” 
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LaBelle Swamp Cabbage Festival Parade 


One of the recently born baby goats gets a hold on its morning meal. 

Spring Baby Boom Hits 
Billie Swamp Safari 


BIG CYPRESS — It s spring- 
time on the Big Cypress Reservation; 
trees and flowers are blooming and 
tourists season is booming at Billie 
Swamp Safari. 

Also arriving this spring, for the 
very first time, are baby goats! The goats 
were born in March just as the cypress 
trees were turning green and wild orchids, 
bromeliads, alligator flag and the purple 
swamp iris splashed the cypress dome air- 
boat trail with full color. 

According to Jodi Reynolds, ani- 
mal keeper at the Safari, other new addi- 
tions include 1 5 baby ostriches, seven 
baby American bison, four baby water 
buffalo, baby scrub cattle and baby wild 
boar. 

“All the new babies can be seen 
in and around the 2,200 acre Eco-heritage 


park via the swamp buggy tour or in the 
main compound,” said Reynolds. “If you 
haven’t been out to visit us at Billie 
Swamp Safari, springtime is definitely 
something you won’t want to miss.” 

Billie Swamp Safari is located 
between Fort Lauderdale and Naples off 
1-75. To reach the site, take exit 14, travel 
north 19 miles to the park entrance. From 
Clewiston, take 833 south and follow the 
signs to the park entrance. 

The park is open daily from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. The Safari offers airboat 
rides every half-hour, swamp buggy Eco- 
tours every hour on the hour and snake 
and alligator demonstration at 12:15 p.m. 
and 2:15 p.m. For information call (800) 
983-6101 or (863) 983-6101. You can also 
visit our web site: 
www.seminoletribe.com/safari. 


Miccosukee Resort Hosts 
Everglades-Themed Art Contest 


By Tommy Benn 

MICCOSUKEE — The 15th 
Annual Intertribal Agricultural Counsel 
and Symposium is holding an Art Contest 
in conjunction with its annual meeting 
being held at Miccosukee Resort and 
Gaming Nov. 2001. The contest is open to 
all artists ages 8 to 18, who will vie for 
$500 in prizes. 

1. All work should reflect the 
Conference theme “Harmony In The 
Everglades Through Indian Agriculture.” 
This theme stresses development through 
farming and ranching and the importance 
of natural resources preservation. Art 
work may also incorporate the eight 
Seminole and Miccosukee Clans. 

2. All media are accepted, 
including pen and ink, charcoal, watercol- 
ors, acrylics, pastels, and photographs. 

3. Artist’s name, address and 
telephone number must be attached to the 
back of the original artwork or photo. 

4. Winning artwork will be used 
for the Conference Posters, publications, 
etc. 

5. Deadline: Monday May 21, 
2001 is the deadline for all artwork sub- 
mitted. Original Artwork or a photo of the 
Artwork should be submitted by the dead- 
line to: Big Cypress Ahfachkee School; 
Hollywood Education Office; Ft. Pierce 
Sally Tommie; Immokalee Field Office 
Elaine Aguliar; Brighton Michelle 


Thomas in Chairman’s office; Tampa to 
Brighton; Miccosukee at Miccosukee 
Resort to Becky Buster. 

6. The Committee members will 
select the winning art work. 

7. Original artwork and photo- 
graphs will be returned after the contest. 
Please make arrangements to pick up art 
work from the same location where art 
work was dropped off. 

ART Contest 

15th Annual Intertribal Agricultural 
Counsel Symposium 

Name 


Address 


City_ 


State 


Zip 


Phone Number 


Artwork Information 


Type, 


Medium_ 

Title 


(Painting, Drawing, Photograph) 
(Watercolor, Pen & Ink) 


Gator Grabbed From 
Headquarters Pond 


By Colin Kenny 

HOLLYWOOD — A 7 / 2 foot 
alligator was lassoed April 4 by Skeet 
Johns out of the parking lot retention 
basin adjacent to the Seminole Tribal 
Headquarters building. 

“It’s a pretty young alligator, 
probably about eight to ten years old,” 
said Johns, head curator at the Native 
Village. Johns had 
been trying to 
catch the shy and 
wary reptile for 
almost two 
months by win- 
ning over its con- 
fidence with food. 

“He basically 
walked right 
through the 
noose,” said the 
veteran ‘gator 
handler. 

After 

catching the rep- 
tile, Johns taped 
its mouth shut, 
and with some 
assistance loaded 
the surly saurian 
onto the covered 
back of a pickup 
truck. The beast 
was then trans- 
ported to the 

Native Village where he will be used for 
alligator wrestling demonstrations. “He’s 
perfect for deep water wrestling, “ said 
Johns. 

According to Johns, the alligator 
probably originated in the canal that runs 
along the nearby Turnpike before finally 
settling in the basin that collects all the 


storm water runoff from the Tribal office 
building parking lot. 

“To my knowledge, he’s proba- 
bly been in there since January, maybe 
longer,” said Johns, adding that the ‘gator 
favored the retention pond because of the 
amount of cover and as a feeding area. 

“A lot of food. Turtles, fish and 
small mammals such as water rats, pos- 



Skeet Johns prepares to relocate the alligator to Native Village. 


sums — even raccoons — a lot of birds 
hang around the retention pond,” Johns 
added. 

The alligator was captured 
because it was feared it might wander 
onto the parking lot and pose a danger to 
someone leaving or entering the 
Headquarters building. 


By B. Secody 

LABELLE — 2001 Odyssey 
was the theme for the 35 th Annual 
Swamp Cabbage Festival and Parade held 
Feb. 24-25. Since its inception back in 
1967, the event - dubbed by the town 
folks as the ‘social event of the year’ - 
has always been held on the last weekend 
of February. 

Pioneers of LaBelle decided to 
name the event ‘Swamp Cabbage 
Festival’ for the sabal palm tree, which is 
the Florida State tree. It is also aptly 
known as the cabbage palm and produces 
a delicious vegetable known as heart of 
the palm. When chopped and boiled with 
the likes of ham or other meat, it becomes 
a most delectable staple for almost any 
meal. Residents of the area have enjoyed 
and depended on this tree for centuries, 
and have named their yearly event in its 
honor. 

This year’s festival hosted a vari- 
ety of family fun and activities for young 
and old. The elementary students enjoyed 
games and a parade at their school, while 
the new Swamp Cabbage Festival Queen 
pageant was held on Tuesday, Feb. 20. 
There were exciting games such as the 
lawnmower races, where men and women 
competed against each other with their 
customized machines - many of which 
could out-power some cars - with deter- 
mination in their eyes and put the pedal to 
the metal. Spectators cheered on contest- 
ants - and everyone stayed a safe distance 
away. (Whoever said that lawnmower rac- 
ing was a man’s game has never wit- 
nessed some of these La -“belles” — who 
would not think twice about running 
down their male competitors to win the 
race.) 

Rodeos for youth and adults 
were held at the local arena, and entertain- 


On Saturday, the day started 
early with a 5-K run/walk, which ended 
right before the start of the parade. 
Thousands of spectators lined both sides 
of the street and waved in the participants 
as they crossed the finish line. Ear-pierc- 
ing police sirens signaled the start of the 


Motorcycle police thrilled spectators with 
their figure eight maneuvers - often com- 
ing within inches of those sitting on the 
curbs. School bands marched while they 
played a medley of songs and beauty 
queens and princesses glided past atop 
new convertibles. The Araba Shriners, a 



Seminole royalty wave to the crowd during the Swamp Cabbage Festival Parade. 



Local police lead Grand Marshall Jake Leicht to start parade. 


ment was provided throughout the week- 
end at Barren Park. Armadillo races were 
a popular sport for those betting folks. 
After examining each of the little armored 
entrants, a selection was made and a dol- 
lar paid. “And they’re off!” - confused as 
to which way they were supposed to go, 
race officials gently prodded them 
towards the finish line. The winner 
received a treat, and the winning bettors 
received a T-shirt. 


parade, which started at Bridge Street and 
traveled through town to Barren Park. 
Although this year’s parade seemed to 
have less entries than in past years, it last- 
ed for over an hour. Children stood at 
attention - poised to bolt into the road to 
retrieve candy and other give-away items 
offered from entrants. This year’s Grand 
Marshal of Odyssey 2001 was Jake 

Leicht, one of 
LaBelle ’s long- 
time residents 
and festival pio- 
neers, who rode 
in a fancy 
horse-drawn 
carriage. 

The 

Seminole Tribe 
presented seven 
entries this year 
and included 
Tribal Officials 
such as 
President 
Mitchell 
Cypress, Big 
Cypress Board 
Representative 
Manuel 

“Mondo” Tiger, 
and Brighton 
Board 

Representative Alex Johns. Seminole 
Police Department, Blue Top 
Construction, Seminole Veteran’s Color 
Guard and Big Cypress Horse Club were 
highly favored by the crowd who enjoyed 
the colorful trademark patchwork jackets 
and skirts. 

Other entries included traditional 
home-made floats, law enforcement 
agency representatives, hot cars, big 
swamp-buggies and monster trucks. 


familiar sight at the parade and festival 
each year, showed their stuff in traditional 
extravaganza. They, as usual, presented 
more entries than any other organization. 

As the end of the parade came 
into sight, it seemed like someone had just 
announced that the sky was falling. What 
seemed like a million spectators - in uni- 
son - scrambled to their feet, grabbing 
lawn chairs and their cranky children - 
who audibly protested leaving before the 
last entry passed - and headed to their 
vehicles in hopes of beating the traffic 
that would inevitably hold up their arrival 
at the festival grounds. Those smart peo- 
ple - like some reporters who learned the 
perils of parking the hard way - parked 
near the festival grounds, and had only to 
walk a short block to brave the long lines 
that had already formed at the food 
booths. 

This year, conflicting schedules 
prevented Seminole vendors from partici- 
pating at the festival. After two complete 
rounds of the grounds it became sadly 
obvious that anyone craving an Indian 
burger or looking to purchase Seminole 
arts and crafts were out of luck - at least 
for this weekend. To console the disap- 
pointment, this writer was able to seek out 
and inhale a huge bowl of swamp cabbage 
with ham - topped off with a massive 
hunk of home made fudge (containing 
probably five pounds of sugar) - and suc- 
cessfully washed it all down with two bot- 
tles of old fashioned root beer. It was a 
great ending to a fun day - with the 
exception of wondering about experienc- 
ing a sugar-induced coma on the drive 
home. 

This year’s Swamp Cabbage 
Festival was touted as another huge suc- 
cess, and organizers are already starting to 
plan next year’s event. 


Gospel Sing-spiration Brings Back Brighton Memories 

By B. Secody 

BRIGHTON — 

Nestled back in the Spanish 
moss-covered trees, with 
the sun’s rays trickling 
through openings in the 
branches, the Brighton 
Baptist Church has rested 
in the serene beauty for 
over 50 years. For as many 
years, the church has hosted 
weddings, funerals, weekly 
services and special events 
such as the Gospel Sing- 
spiration, which was held 
here recently. On the days 
services are held, the little 
church comes alive with 
sounds of happy children 
squealing and playing, 
gospel singing groups lift- 
ing a joyous sound to the 
heavens; and the laughter 
of the ladies in the fellow- 
ship hall - preparing the 
feast, which will be served 
to all who attend the serv- 
ice. 

Old, tired-looking 
buildings on the grounds - 
retired years ago — still 
serve as a reminder of days 

gone by when camp meetings were held on a regular basis. 

Many of the older folks enjoy reminiscing about events that had 
taken place in those buildings, and tell their children of all the 
good times when people came to share the Word, food and fel- 
lowship. Many of the neighboring communities and visitors of 
all races were welcomed by the Seminoles who worshiped there. 

Some traveled a great distance to spend the weekend at this 
place of worship. 

On Sunday, April 1 , Dan Bowers welcomed guests from 
all over Florida. They came from as far away as Fort Pierce, 

Cape Coral and Hollywood to share their songs and testimonies 
with others. One of the visitors recalled being a homeless travel- 
er, who had been welcomed and fed by the family there. He 
recalled the friendly smile and warm invitation that had greeted 
him over 35 years ago. 

Testimonies presented by those who had been lost in 
drugs or alcohol brought tears and “Amen”s from those who had 
also been there themselves somewhere back in time. The memo- 
ries of those days still remain fresh in their minds, as well as the 
very day and time that they accepted the Lord and changed their 
lives forever. 

Gospel singing groups all took turns getting up before 
the congregation to share their special music. Traditional hymns 
were sung by some of the groups. The old Indian hymns sung in 
the hauntingly beautiful Creek language was enjoyed and shared 
by all. Contemporary groups were on hand to shake things up. 

The Battiest Family presented a rousing rendition of some newer 



Sun and mist combine to create a surreal setting for the Gospel Sing-spiration. 


tunes as well as old favorites. 

After a visiting preacher took the pulpit, and did what 
preachers do when they are handed a microphone, the service 
concluded with an invitation sung for the benefit of anyone who 
chose to come forward for prayer or to receive spiritual guidance 
in their lives. 

By 7 p.m., the hungry groups were ready to indulge in 
the feast that awaited them in the fellowship hall. Roasting pans 
and huge bowls of every type of food imaginable were crowded 
onto a table. Not even a free inch of space remained. Two mas- 
sive coolers loaded with chicken, ribs and steaks were put in a 
place of honor on a newly erected table brought in to accommo- 
date the additional dishes that continued to arrive. Dan Bowers 
roamed the room like Alan Funt - with his camera - catching 
many of his guests and helpers in unflattering poses - complete 
with sauce or grease adorning their bulging cheeks. 

Once everyone had filled up on the wonderful provi- 
sions, (some jokingly stating they would require a crane to rise 
from the table), hugs ruled: group hugs, kid-hugs, grandma-hugs, 
friend-hugs - but mostly hugs that did not say goodbye, but 
“until we meet again.” 

By night’s end, the little church was again silent and 
dark, the sun had long since gone down, and the sounds of the 
day had been replaced by familiar sounds of the night. Like so 
many in years gone by, it had been another good day in 
Brighton. 
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New Battiest Family Gospel Singers Continue Tradition 


By B. Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — Four generations of 
Battiest Family Gospel Singers began with a young 
Choctaw boy named Henry who started singing with 
his father at the age of five. The original Battiest 
Family started over 50 years ago, and traveled the 
globe preaching and singing. He jokingly tells friends 
that his brothers all received biblical names, but 
because he was born on Halloween, he became Henry 

- a name he would eventually bestow on his son. 

Henry and his family, hail from Broken 
Bow, Okla. The family was and is still known for 
their powerful and emotional musical presentation. 
Playing the piano comes naturally for Henry, and 
today, it is his introduction that sets and controls the 
beat for the other members of the group. 

Henry Battiest eventually met his match, 
and married the lovely young woman named Dina, 
who would be his singing partner for life. When their 
son was born, he was named after his father. Henry 
Jr. — in keeping with the family tradition - was put 
on stage and handed a microphone as a young child. 
He soon amazed his family and others with his pow- 
erful voice that seemed to penetrate the very soul. A 
new branch of the Battiest family was started. Henry 
Sr., Dina, Isaac (Henry’s brother) and Henry Jr., who 
has since become known as “Junior,” began traveling 
throughout Oklahoma in the beginning and eventual- 
ly covered many areas throughout the United States - 
even in places outside of reservations. Soon they 
were in demand and found themselves on the road a 
good deal of the time. 

Meanwhile, in Hollywood, Fla., June Baker 

- eldest daughter of Judy and Pete Baker - was 
already touching the hearts of young and old alike. 
Everyone who had heard her flawless voice encour- 
aged her to pursue. She was beautiful and she was 
kind to everyone, and she had a father who was an 
ex-Marine and a cop. (Pete Baker was Seminole’s 
first law enforcement officer. Before official titles 
were bestowed, he was considered THE security offi- 
cer and the one person to call for help. He would 
patrol the streets of the Hollywood reservation each 
night, and anyone having thoughts of doing a bad 
deed usually changed their mind when they saw 
Pete’s old station wagon rounding the comer.) 

Pete and Judy had a second daughter they 
named Susie and a son named Gustav (who everyone 
called Petey - until he made it clear that he preferred 
to be called Pete.) Susie and June both enjoyed 
music. Susie began to play the piano, and with June 
already in the spotlight with her vocal talents, the 
young ladies became one of the main attractions at 
the Mekusukey Baptist Church. Eventually, the young 
men in the community began to attend church servic- 
es. They would sit mesmerized - wishing they could 
just even say hello to the Baker sisters. Some of those 
brave souls would venture forward until they were 
met with the stony glare of the ex-Marine - that 
dared them to say anything more than “hello” or 
“Praise the Lord!” to his daughters. 

In 1984, many things changed. The Battiest 
Family came to Hollywood to share their music and 
testimony with the congregation at the Mekusukey 


Baptist Church. Young Junior had grown into a hand- 
some young man with a voice as powerful as thunder. 
He could touch the very soul and soften the heart of 
even the worst of sinners. He also touched the heart 
of June Baker. The two were smitten with each other 
from the beginning - sharing shy smiles from across 
the room - both knowing in their hearts that they had 
met for a reason. 

Neither wanted to see the Battiest family’s 
visit end, but with the approval of “Dad,”, they 


vowed to keep in touch until they met again. The vis- 
its to Hollywood began to come more often to the 
delight of everyone. June and Junior were happy, and 
all those who got to hear them sing were happy. Even 
Pete and Judy were happy, as were Henry Sr. and 
Dina. 

Once everyone realized that June and Junior 
would be even happier if they were to marry, things 
started to happen quickly. Just as Henry Sr. had real- 
ized that he had been destined to marry Dina, Pete 
and Judy also knew that this would be a marriage 
made in heaven. Now everyone was happy - (every- 
one, this is - except all the young men that never 
even got a chance for that first date). But it was about 


to get even better. June and Junior began to sing 
together and became known as “Second Wind.” They 
released an album called “Out of Darkness” in the 
late 80s, and began to travel extensively throughout 
the United States. 

Eventually, Susie was to join the couple as 
well as a young baritone named Louis, who only sang 
with the group for a short time. They began to be in 
demand everywhere. People could not seem to get 
enough of this dynamic young group. However, as 


they started having children, June and Junior realized 
that the younger ones were not adapting to life on the 
road, so rather than risk the health of their children, 
they started to slow down with their traveling. They 
vowed to someday start touring again - once the kids 
got older. The only problem was, as one started to get 
older, another was born. 

Today, with six children in tow, June has 
decided to take some time off to be a full-time mom. 
The two oldest boys, who are Zachary - now 12, and 
Spencer - now 1 0, started showing an interest in 
music several years ago. They begged their dad to let 
them perform. Zach was a natural drummer. He has 
what it takes to keep the rhythm going. Spencer is a 


natural singer like his father and grandfather. . . and 
his mother. He has the strength and power of his 
father, and has a natural ability for harmonizing or 
singing lead. Never faltering in his choreography, he 
also never misses a note or a beat. His voice - as well 
as his facial and hand gestures captivates his audi- 
ence, who just can’t get enough of him. Already, most 
of the ladies - young and old - have fallen in love 
with the boys. They are both very handsome and tal- 
ented young men. Although they both enjoy the atten- 
tion, they take it all in stride. They remain focused 
on their music and enjoy just being regular guys at 
home - who love to go fishing with their grandpa 
and do all of those “guy” things. 

Recently, a gentleman living on the Big 
Cypress reservation has joined the group and adds 
a special touch to the harmony. Leroy King, an 
Oklahoma Seminole, sings the baritone parts, 
which really caps off the unique sound that is so 
popular with audiences. Henry teasingly introduces 
Leroy as “the lowest man in Big Cypress” due to 
his ability to hit lower notes than any other singer 
they have heard. Leroy fits right in with the group, 
and enjoys getting to be a part of the family. He 
currently resides with his family in Big Cypress, 
and is employed at Ahfachkee Day School. Once a 
week, he travels to Hollywood to practice with the 
group and help out with decisions regarding new 
songs. 

Ashley, age 17 and the eldest of the 
Battiest children, is a big help to her mom when it 
comes to riding herd on the three youngest chil- 
dren who are Taylor - age six, Turquoise - age 
four, and Coral - who is currently three. With a 
plate this full, it is impressive to see how calm and 
organized June is. At concerts, she sits quietly - as 
does Grandma Judy - while the boys perform. 
When asked just how they manage to stay so calm 
(most people would be announcing to the entire 
church - the family connection - if they didn’t 
^ simply explode with the pride first.) Judy and June 
g both state that it is very hard to control their emo- 
^ tions and their natural instinct to brag. They are 
M very proud of the boys, and it takes every ounce of 
strength they can muster - and even more prayers 
for control - to just sit there calmly and not 
explode with pride. 

The group has recently again started per- 
forming locally and throughout South Florida. 
However, Henry Sr., and Dina are planning to 
return to Oklahoma sometime in May, and Junior’s 
family has plans of traveling with them. Junior has 
not been to Oklahoma for a long time and has been 
feeling homesick. He states that it is time for him to 
return home to visit and just relax with his family. 
They will perform occasionally while out there and 
during that time, the folks here will have to wait until 
their return. They will be sorely missed by their 
legions of fans. 

The New Battiest Family - as were the orig- 
inal family members - are inspiring, true role models 
in the ways of Christian upbringing of their children. 
They not only walk the walk and talk the talk - they 
sing it, too. 



New Battiest family gospel singers got together for this group shot including Tribal citizen Leroy King (r). 


Group Meets To Discuss S.R. 7 Widening Project 


By Colin Kenny 

HOLLYWOOD — What is going to 
happen to Tribal enterprises and property when 
State Road 7 is expanded from four lanes to six 
through the Hollywood Seminole Reservation? 

The South Florida Regional Planning Council 
(SFRPC) hosted an open house at the Seminole 
Tribal Headquarters Building auditorium on 
March 22 to discuss the widening of State Road 7 
which runs north and south through the 
Hollywood Reservation. While the Tribe provided 
the venue, they didn’t provide a representative of ^ 
Tribal interests on this matter. § 

“The widening project is going to happen ^ 
whether the Seminole Tribe wants it or not,” said ? 
Seminole Tribal Realty Director George Johnson u 
from his office the following week. 

The roadway, also known as U.S. 

Highway 441, will be widened from the 
Broward/Miami-Dade County line to Griffin Road. 
The project is slated to start in 2005 when the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) will 
begin upgrading the roadway from four to six-lanes. 
The work is scheduled for completion in 2007. 

The makeover is necessary to accommodate 
the ever-increasing traffic demands along this impor- 
tant north-south artery, SFRPC officials say. 

With the Tribal Council recently passing a 
resolution to build a Hard Rock Cafe and Casino 
along with the smoke shops and other Tribal enter- 
prises along the FDOT controlled corridor, Johnson 
stressed the need for Tribal engagement in the pre- 
planning stage. 

“Somebody needs to be involved on behalf 
of the Tribe with the Regional Planning Council,” 
said Johnson. “I think they need to be in the design 



Project Manager Ford with Engineer Tavella. 


approval process in this widening project, and the 
way to do that seems to be through the SFRPC. 

“Regardless of the path of the six lanes, the 
median cuts and curb cuts are of vital interest to the 
Tribe and there needs to be negotiation in the location 
and numbers of those cuts.” 

Business and property owners and the public 
in general were invited to listen to SFRPC officials 
Bob Daniels, and David Dahlstrom give a 15 -minute 
presentation on the FDOT’s SR 7 widening plans. 
That was immediately followed by a 20-minute ses- 
sion for attendees to give design input on median 
landscaping, street-lighting, bus- stop preferences, 
media openings, driveway accesses and other design 
elements. The entire presentation was repeated 
hourly. 



Aerial photo displayed on table-top for group to view. 


In the auditorium lobby, stretched 
lengthwise over 10 tabletops, was an aerial 
photograph of the area that will be impact- 
ed, with markings denoting future highway 
augmentation. In addition, FDOT engineers 
James Ford and Chris Tavella were present 
to address concerns of business/property 
owners. 

According to planning council 
officials, the FDOT has a 120-foot wide 
right of way throughout the five-mile sec- 
tion. However, Seminole Tribal Realty 
Director George Johnson says the FDOT 
only has a 100-foot right-of-way that slices 
through the Hollywood Reservation. 

Within the 120-foot corridor there 
will be six drive lanes, two bike lanes (one 
each going north and south), sidewalks, 
curbs, gutters as well as a 19.5-foot-wide, 
landscaped median. However with a 1 00- 
foot corridor going through the Hollywood 
Reservation, there may only be enough 
room for the six lanes, a concrete median 
wall and probably no bike paths, according 
to Johnson. 

While some business/property 
owners along the corridor aren’t looking 
forward to losing parking spaces along with 
the general disruption caused by construc- 
tion that will be going on, business owner 
% Brian James keeps a philosophical attitude. 
| “It’s gonna slow things down, but 

c it’s the price you pay for progress,” said 
§ James from behind the counter of the 
Player’s Pawn shop located across the road 
from the Tribe’s Hollywood Casino. “You 
can’t fight city hall. Besides, life’s too short 
to worry about a road.” 




m* 
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Cattle Owners Plan For Spring Round-Up 


By Tommy Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — David Jumper (Water 
Commission Chairman ) led the invocation as the 
meeting got under way. Members present were 
Richard Bowers, Mary Jumper, Clifton Billie, Joe 
Frank, and Anita Johns. Not present were Paul 
Bowers Sr. and Cicero Osceola. 

Cattle Foreman Joey Henry reported that he 
and his crew were busy getting ready for Spring 
Round-up and gathering, and the annual animal vac- 
cination. Fences to fix and replacing bulls as need 
through out the Big Cypress cattle project. Henry 
also stated that he has make sure that hay is distrib- 
uted as soon as it arrives on the reservation. He 
reminded everyone that due to the long and extend- 
ed drought that extra care 
needs to be given to the cat- 
tle, as they are gathered, driv- 
en to the cowpens and 
worked with TLC (Tender 
Loving Care) keeping them 
stress-free. 

Water Master Billie 
Johns stated that there is “NO 
WATER” but is keeping a 
pump running in the Bull pas- 
ture. With little rain forecast 
for March, the group was 
preparing for a long, severe 
drought, 

Land Usage 

Foreman Mike Smith report- 
ed that he himself has just 
gotten back to work as he has 
been nursing a hurt knee. 

Stating he has been busy get- 
ting equipment serviced and 
running and operators back to 
jobs where they are needed 
most. Smith also stated that 
he had just completed a 
course on the Burch Wet 
Blade training. The Wet 
Blade, a patented process in 
which the Tribe owns shares, 
is used to mow grass and at the same time control 
smut grass and other undesirable foliage. 

Water A Concern 

Water Resources’ Sam Tommie stated that 
they have been opening the main pumps to allow 
water to come into the main canal. Pumps have been 
running every other day for two to three hours and 
that a portable pump is running at Mary Jane 
Koenes’ pasture to get water from the main canal 
into the ditches but the ditches needed to be cleaned 
to help the water’s directional flow and the waters 
moving ability. “Getting the water it were it needs to 
be.” 

Board member Manuel “Mondo” Tiger 
asked when the ditches would be cleaned and Jerry 
Bannock stated they were slated to be cleaned and 
ready by April 1 . Bannock also stated that a plan 
was being designed for the west side as well and 
should be completed in nine to 12 months. 

Board President Mitchell Cypress asked 
Bannock who was paying for the contracts on the 
east side of the Reservation. Bannock informed him 
that Craig Tepper’s Water Resources department 
was. President Cypress said that the Board and 


Water Resources were supposed to be working 
together on this project and he wants 

Tepper to attend these meeting so he could 
answer questions regarding the projects. Among his 
concerns: that these projects, approved five years 
ago and the monies set aside for their completion, 
weren’t moving fast enough to solve the water prob- 
lems on the reservation. 

Rep. David Cypress, Big Cypress 
Community representative to the Tribal Council, 
was also in attendance. He asked Bannock why the 
pumps already positioned and placed weren’t doing 
their job of moving the water as they were installed 
to do. Bannock stated tha the existing pumps needed 
to be relocated at a cost of $25,000 per pump. When 
asked by Cypress who 
would foot the cost of the 
relocation of the pumps, * 

Bannock replied that £ 

because it was “a better- | 

ment” the tribe would be g 

responsible. David Cypress ° 

then stated that if it pumps 
weren’t working doing the 
job they were placed to do, 
how could it be considered a 
“betterment.” Rep. Cypress 
said the pumps were 
installed at great expense to 
do a job, they haven’t done 
it since they were placed. 

Tribal cattle owners Billie 
Johns, Mary Jumper, Mary 
Jane Koenes, Ernie Bert, 

Jack Motlow, Moses 
Jumper, Joe Osceola Sr. 
g were given maps of the pas- 
m tures and shown where their 
s water stock wells would be 
| placed to supply their herds 
with water, because once the 
water project is completed, 
they will have no water 
source. Richard Bowers 
added that Water Resource 
and N.R.C.S. will help them with water wells, if the 
cattle owners sign up for the EQUIP program, 75 
percent would be paid by EQUIP and 25 percent by 
Water Resources. Bowers said he didn’t know who 
would be responsible for the electric bill but he 
would look into the matter. 

Richard Bowers added that a disaster fund 
is being looked into for the cattle owners and that 
they should keep all paid feed and supplement feed 
receipts. Walpole credit applications were handed 
out to cattle owners, too. Two new cattle owners 
were approved by the Board. They are John Billie 
Sr. and Nadine Bowers. They were still awaiting 
available pasture to be assigned to them. 

A recommendation was made to ask Don 
Robertson to ask Carl Baxley if he could move his 
herd at his appointed Vaccination date back to Bill 
Osceola’s old pasture. Carolyn Billie stated that the 
Osceola pasture was not ready for Baxley’s cattle as 
several improvements still needed to be completed. 

The group said the scheduled plan develop- 
ment should be completed in a time frame of three 
to four months. The newly approved cattle owners 
John Billie Sr. and Nadine Bowers should be accom- 
modated hopefully with in six months. 



JOEY HENRY: Outlines round-up plans. 



Cattle 

Continued from page 1 

who were honored by the Big Cypress Cattlemen’s 
Association remember those times well. 

The cattle drive honored Big Cypress resi- 
dent Little Tigertail, one of the original cattlemen. 
The honorary trail boss for the drive was Rudy 
Osceola, another long time cattleman. 

“When we first got cattle on Big Cypress, 
each of the first people who signed up was given 50 
head,” Little Tigertail, speaking in Creek, recalled in 
a speech at the end of the drive. “Some people could 
only get 10 head. But, when we got more cattle 
delivered, those who got 
10 head were given 40 
more. 

“It was hard 
work. One time we had 
to leave the cows and 
the buzzards were so 
bad we were afraid the 
buzzards would attack 
the cows. So, someone 
said, let’s leave the dogs 
tied up to protect the 
cows. When we 
returned, the buzzards 
had attacked the dogs.” 

Rudy Osceola 2 
has been a lifelong resi- | 
dent of Big Cypress and 9 
a cattleman for over 30 ^ 
years. He was Junior § 

Osceola’s nephew and 
recalled working for 
the man who was the 
first cattle foreman. 


“We’d get up at dawn and spend the day in 
the saddle,” Rudy said. “Junior was a great cattle- 
man. He was always ready to work. Whenever there 
was work to do, he was ready to do it. He’d work 
24-hours a day, seven days a week if it were neces- 
sary. 

“This cattle drive is like what we used to 
do every year. We’d hunt the cattle out of the 
swamps and drive them to the cattle pens. That’s 
why this cattle drive today seems so familiar. It’s 
work we all used to do.” 

The annual event will be held again next 
year in March. If anyone is interested in more infor- 
mation about attending the next drive, contact the 
Big Cypress Cattleman’s Association at (863) 983- 
4141. 


Little Tigertail, Paul Bowers, Rudy Osceola, Richard Bowers and Moses 
Jumper Jr. (1-r) gather at the end of the successful cattle drive. 
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These cattle - at the end of recent Junior Cypress Cattle Drive - are some of the livestock in Tribe’s herd. 


Seminoles Play Big Role In 
Florida’s Cattle Industry 


By Tommy Benn 

KISSIMMEE — The Florida cattle Industry 
is the oldest established business in North America. 
The Florida beef industry has a rich and successful 
heritage, shared by the Seminole Tribe. The first cattle 
stepped foot on Florida shores in 1521 A.D. The cattle 
traveled in the cargo holds of small wooden ships, 
hung in slings as they crossed the vast empty Atlantic 
Ocean. 

By the mid- 1600s, there were 34 established 
ranches throughout the boundaries of Florida with cat- 
tle numbering over 20,000 head. Today there are over 

18.000 ranchers operating within the state with an 
estimated two million cattle on the various ranch 
operations. 

The Native Americans of Florida have been 
involved with raising cattle since cattle were off- 
loaded from the tiny ships’ holds that carried them to 
the New World. Instructed by the Franciscan priests 
who settled among the Natives and taught them 
Christianity, they adapted to the task and today are 
one of Florida largest cattle ranchers. It has been doc- 
umented that around 1740 Indians established perma- 
nent grazing territories housing vast numbers of cattle. 
The Seminole leader Old Cowkeeper in 1775 was 
reported to have had a herd of the finest cattle in the 
Alachua Prairie basin area numbering some 7,000- 

10.000 head of breeding stock. 

Today, the Seminole Tribe of Florida has 
cattle herds on both the Brighton and Big Cypress 
Reservations. The Board also oversees two other 
board-run cattle operations, one on the Miccosukee 
Tribe’s land lease, the other on a private lease in 
Highlands County on Parker Island. 

The Seminole Tribe has recently purchased 
the controlling interest in one of the oldest Brahman 
Cattle operations in the United States, the HK Cattle 
Company established in 1876. The HK operation is a 
purebred Red Brahman seed stock, semen and embryo 
transplant company aimed at an international market. 
HK has sent its Red Brahman cattle, embryos and 


semen to over 40 countries in Central and South 
America, Africa and Australia. The HK operation will 
be relocating to the Big Cypress Reservation from its 
home in Roshanon, Tex. 

The Brahman cattle have met the tough 
Florida environmental factors and producers’ needs. 
Their short hair and loose skin makes them more ver- 
satile to thrive in Florida’s subtropical climate and 
conditions, being more tolerant to the heat and humid- 
ity. The Brahman also have a high tolerance to infes- 
tation of various insects and pests. 

Florida is rated in the top- 10 in beef produc- 
tion nationally and third in states east of the 
Mississippi River. The Seminole Tribe’s Cattle indus- 
try is ranked 12th nationally as cow-calf producers. 

Predominantly a state that runs cow-calf 
operations, Florida ships weaned (taken from their 
mothers) calves that weigh 300 to 600 pounds. The 
calves are shipped to back ground grazers, also called- 
stockers, where they are pre-conditioned to a 900- 
pound weight. When the calves reach their contracted 
weight they are shipped to the feedlots to reach a fin- 
ishing weight of 1,100 to 1,200 pounds. Of the 

750,000 calves shipped out of Florida annually, 50 
percent are trucked to Texas and Oklahoma. 

Today’s Florida beef programs are playing a 
large role in healthy living. The American Dietetic, 
Heart and Diabetes Associations all recommend beef 
as part of a balanced diet. Beef is a concentrated 
source of protein and provides several vital nutrients- 
zinc, iron and 5 B vitamins needed for a healthy diet. 
Lean cuts of beef should be part of any diet, especial- 
ly those designed to lower blood pressure, cholesterol 
levels and to help manage diabetes. 

Look for “loin” or “round” cuts of beef for 
your table. They are usually lower in fats and higher 
in nutrients. Cuts like sirloin, top round, eye of the 
round are some. When choosing ground beef the same 
rule holds true — ground from loin or rounds will be 
higher in protein and have less fat than those ground 
from chuck and shoulder cuts. 


Foot And Mouth Disease Causes Concern 


By Tommy Benn 

OKEECHOBEE — The recent outbreak of 
foot and mouth disease (FMD) has stirred interest 
among Tribal ranchers. 

FMD is a highly contagious infection of 
cloven-hoofed animals. It is believed to be caused by 
a virus that can survive in contaminated feed or fod- 
der or the environment for a period of approximately 
30 days. The virus survives in the lymph nodes or 
bone marrow of infected animals. There are seven 
known strains of FMD, and immunity to one will nor 
protect an animal from other strains. Animals can 
recover from the disease but may carry the virus for 
up to 18 to 24 months. It is believed that swine are 
not carriers of the virus. 

Infected animals will show signs of lameness 
and reduced eating habits due to painful lesions on 
and about the mouth area. Animals will also salivate a 
sticky, foamy salvia. The animal will develop yellow- 
ish blisters on the lips, tongue, gums, and nostrils and 
on the coronary band, between the hooves or teats. 
Fever and decreased milk production will also occur. 

The virus can spread by human contamina- 
tion with clothes, footwear and farm equipment. 
Breathing contaminated air infects most cattle. The 
disease can also be spread by a common water source 


or through sharing hay or feed. Infected animals and 
all those from the same herd are usually destroyed to 
stop the spread of FMD. 

There is no known cure for the FMD virus, 
which usually will run its course in two to three 
weeks. Animals can survive and recover from the dis- 
ease, usually taking up to six months, although milk 
and meat production is reduced during that time. Meat 
animals may not regain lost weight for months to 
come. 

Humans can become infected through skin 
wounds while handling diseased livestock or by 
drinking infected milk. Effects on humans are mild 
and temporary. 

Due to the many species FMD can affect, its 
high rate of infestation and the fact the virus is shed 
before clinical signs occur, FMD is one of the most 
feared diseases in North America. An outbreak would 
cost millions of dollars in lost production, export mar- 
ket loss and the loss of animals during the eradication 
of the disease. 

FMD is currently not found in North and 
Central America (North of Panama), Australia, and 
New Zealand. There has not been a reported FMD 
case in the United States since 1929, 1952 in Canada, 
or since 1954 in Mexico. 
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The shallow flats off the Andros coast are famous for bonefishing and seabirds. 


Andros 

Continued from page 1 

told them how to go across the Gulf Stream. 
Most landed here over a 20 year period,” said 
Rev. Newton, whose great grandmother Mary 
Lewis came over on a canoe. “Most of us all 
eventually ended up here in the Red Bays area, 
though individual Seminoles can be found all 
over Andros. 

“You see people sometimes and you 
can tell they have the Seminole heritage. They 
have the rounder 
faces, the higher 
brow, the good hair,” 
said Rev. Newton, 
smiling through a 
mouthful of gold 
teeth. 

At 2,300 

square miles, Andros 
is the largest island 
in the Bahamas 
chain and one of the 
most unexplored 
lands in the Western 
hemisphere: the inte- 
rior is a thick impen- 
etrable bush and 
much of the edge 
mangrove swamp 
fragmented with 
bays, inlets, lakes 
and channels. 

Approximately 
10,000 people live 
on this island as 
fishermen, fruit and vegetable farmers, boat 
builders, basket weavers, batik clothiers and 
wood carvers. In addition to abundant fish, 
locals also hunt and eat wild boar and land 
crabs. A famous Bahamaian mystical creature - 
the chickcharnee - is said to live atop the 
island’s tallest pine trees; if you cross 
chickcharnee s path, legend says he will turn 
your head backwards. 

The sign leading into the scattered 
Red Bays community features a color sketch of 
a pre- 1900s Seminole seaside village scene. A 
few thatched roofs are evident, “but you can 
find that architecture in every island in the 
world. You don’t have to be Seminole to build 
a chickee,” said Chairman Billie, driving on the 
“wrong” side of the road through this former 
British crown colony. “I wonder how much of 
our culture, if anything, still hangs on here?” 

Chairman Billie, Pete Gallagher 
(Tribal Communications), Lane Woods (Burch 
Co.) and Aviation pilot Chris McGinley found 
Rev. Newton outside his bright red clapboard 
house, not far from the beautiful turquoise- 
ringed tidal flats that mark Andros as a bone- 
fish and birding mecca. “This is a great day for 
me, one of the best days of my life,” said the 
emotional Rev. Newton. “I have long wondered 


about my Seminole connections.” 

It was an unnanounced visit, on 
Billie’s orders, as he explained to the surprised 
Rev. Newton: “You might see me and not know 
I am a Seminole even though I speak my lan- 
guage fluently. But I didn’t want to come over 
like that so that you might, for the lack of a 
better word, ‘bullshit’ me. We needed to make 
sure this was all true.” 


According to Newton, who wrote a 
history of Red Bays (See right), a devastating 
1866 hurricane decimated the original 
Seminole population, including the canoes and 
much of the personal possessions brought over 
from Florida. “The people were left with noth- 
ing. The last few banded together for survival,’’ 
Rev. Newton told the contingent. “There are 
about 84 of us here now in Red Bays who are 
related to the Indians of Florida.” 

Later, the Chairman treated Rev. 
Newton and his group to a lunch of steamed 
yellow-tail and okra soup at Annie’s Poop 


Deck in nearby Nicoll’s Town. There, conven- 
ience store owner Solomon Bowlegs sought a 
handshake with Chairman Billie. “I was bom 
six feet from this building,” laughed Bowlegs. 
“But I’ve always known that I first came from 
the Seminoles who came here from Florida 150 
years ago.” According to Rev. Newton, 

Bowlegs is a common name on Andros; other 
surnames of original Seminole settlers include 
Lewis, McNeal, Newton and Russells. 

Bahamas Tourism official Eric Cash, 
accompanied by Seminole descendent Perky 
Lightboume, discussed opening up cultural 
exchange avenues between the Red Bays resi- 
dents and the Florida Seminoles: “Most people 
recall the historical events that led to their 
arrival, but, unfortunately the memory of their 
Florida past is rapidly fading. I met with the 
elders of the community recently and I am 
determined to re-establish this settlement with 
its cousins in Florida.” 

Cash presented a proposal to Billie 
calling for the establishment of a cultural/his- 
torical Seminole themed tourist attraction to 
help the area, which exists economically as it 
did more than a century ago. Though it is only 
14 miles from the Andros Airport, Red Bays is 
not a tourist destination, says 
Cash. “There is an opportunity 
here to help these people get 
ahead as well as strengthen the 
ties between our peoples.” 

Chairman Billie agreed, 
asking Rev. Newton to gather a 
group of Seminole descendents to 
attend the Tribe’s annual Green 
Com Dance, scheduled for June 
6-10 this year. “You won’t be able 
to participate, but you can watch 
and see how we practice our cul- 
ture, to see how it compares to the 
culture you have today. 

“You will be warmly 
treated by the Seminole people. 
They have been telling stories and 
legends about you for years. It 
will be exciting for us all to final- 
ly meet.” 

Generations of intermar- 
riage have thinned the Andros 
Island Seminoles bloodline far 
beyond the quantum necessary for membership 
in the Seminole Tribe of Florida. No such 
agenda exists, says Rev. Newton: “Our connec- 
tion to the Seminole Indians has diminished 
over the years but remains very precious to us 
all. Thank God for this wonderful opportunity 
to revisit the culture of our ancestors.” 



Rev. Newton recounts his version of Seminole history to Chief Billie. 



Solomon Bowlegs runs a convenience store on Andros. 



PARADISE: The shady, tranquil turquoise coast near the settlement of Red Bays. 


Rev. Newton ’s History Of Red Bays 


I n 1 82 1 the United States acquired Florida from Spain, 
setting the stage for three wars against the Seminole 
Indians. Previous to the United States taking over 
Florida, it had been a haven for mnaway slaves from 
Georgia and Alabama, and these people had joined the 
Seminole Indians. 

The Negroes now found themselves again in the 
position of being captured as mnaway slaves and moved 
further and further south in Florida to escape the Americans 
who were moving in. They were driven to the Everglades 
and to Cape Sable, where they met Bahamian Privateers 
and pirates who told them of the free land to the east of the 
Bahamas as part of the British Empire having abolished 
slavery in 1838. In ones 
and twos, in their dugout 
canoes, the Negro 
Seminoles crossed the 
Gulf Stream and landed 
along the Western Shore 
of Andros from the 
Joulter Cays south over a 
20-year period. Some 
Seminole Indians appar- 
ently also migrated as s a 
result of their long strug- 
gle with the white men. 

They congregated at Red 
Bays, and their further 
history and a description 
of the settlement as it is 
today, follows. 

Red Bays, a set- 
tlement of Andros 
Island, is a very small 
community. It has a pop- 
ulation of 88 and lies 
North and South on the West Side of the Island. 

The largest portion of the settlement is owned by 
the Lewis family who came from America in about 1840. 
The first Lewis came with his wife and children in a small 
boat to seek freedom, and was the grandfather of Mr. 

Joseph Lewis. He landed at one of the creeks, named “Blue 
Creek” and went about 20 miles inland, where he stayed 
for several years until a hurricane sent water covering a 
portion of the land where he was, which he named after 
himself, “Sammy Lewis.” 

After the hurricane he came along shore until he 
reached the place now called “Red Bays.” He stayed there 
for some time and afterwards purchased about 10 acres of 
land. He was later joined by the other families: the 
Bowlegs, Russells and the McNeils. The population grew 
and they made a church where they used to worship God. 

The 1866 hurricane did great damage to this 
Settlement and many houses, boats and lives were lost. It 
was said that as the eye of the hurricane came over the 
Settlement the spongers went on Red Cays to secure their 
sponges, and while there an argument was in progress. The 
tide came from the West and covered the Cay. Of the 38 
men on the Cay only eight survived, the rest drowned and a 
part from those who were on their boats, the survivors were 
compelled to move to a higher part of the land. The 
Russells, the McNeils and the Bowlegs moved to the east- 
ern part of the island, to Lowe Sound, 

Nicoll’s Town and Mastic Point where 
the families of many still survive. 

The Lewis family moved to the 
Lewis Coppice south of the Red 
Bays. This was a high stand of 
timber, so high that the first 
man who went through it was 
lost for two days, which is 
why that part of the coppice is 
called “Lost Man Coppice.” 

The people began to 
farm, and although being 
engaged in the sponge industry, 
were more successful in the 
fruit growing, and this made 
the settlement a fruit-growing 
center. 

The late Mr. Watkins 
Lewis, father of Joseph 
Lewis, brought 65 acres 
of land and lived here 
more than 96 years 
before he died. 

Thirty acres of land 
was used for farm- 
ing and fruit 
growing. Fruits 
were sold and 
exchanged in the 
United States by 
an old man, 

Captain Kelly, of 
the “Heaths 

Darling” who paid the peo- 
ple in money and clothes for 
the fruit and sold them in the 
United States. This ship used to 
anchor at a grass patch named 
“Harbour Island Grass” just abreast of 
the haulover, a sound inland lading out 
to Lowe Sound from Red Bays. Going 
through this sound, boats must be pulled as far 
as two miles to reach deeper water. 

In 1899, another severe hurricane 
afflicted the settlement. As the wind began to 
come up, the men went down to secure their boats 
but the tide that happened in the earlier hurricane 
caught them unaware and separated them from the land, 
and it was obvious that the water could cover the spit of 
the land they were on. Mr. Joseph Lewis decided to swim 
for his life and struck out towards the settlement. But the 
tide carried him in a different direction and he spent two 
days and two nights in the water along with the frogs, 
snakes and other creatures, holding on to pieces of drift- 
wood. Finally, the only survivor of the men who left the 
settlement, Lewis arrived at Quarter Master, a now unin- 
habited little settlement about four miles from Lowe 
Sound. The rest of the people suffered loss of crops and 
fruit trees, but the water never covered the settlement. 

It came as far as the brow of the hill and stayed 
there. Another dangerous hurricane was the 1926 one. I 
was at the time about one year old. Many houses were bro- 
ken down but there was no loss of life. Trees were broken 
but the inhabitants kept on planting. 

After these hurricanes, things were very poor. A 
little supply of food and lumber was given by Government 
in the whole area but very little reached Red Bays. 
However, the people continued to succeed in their fruit 
growing despite all the disasters. 

During the years 1935 to 1950, my father was 
interested in farming. About 1940 or 1943, he established a 
farmer’s union association and with everyone working 
together they made rapid progress. A team of men, women 
and children were seen every morning going from the set- 
tlement to the former Red Bay, where they used to work 
for the whole day. The chief crops were pigeon peas, beans, 
corn, and benny (sesame seed). As much as 60 bushels of 
benny were shipped into Nassau where, at the time, it was 
sold for a very low price of ninepence a quart. The money 
was spent to buy food and sold to the members of the 
union. Charcoal was also burned and sold, the proceeds 
going to union funds. 

This was a great help to the people and was bring- 


ing propersity to the community until some evil-minded 
men got together and received the goods and never paid. 
This discouraged the members, and the union was broken 
up. 

In the years 1945 and 1946 Mr. Newton launched 
a new idea, that of the fruit growing. The people were 
encouraged to select sour orange seeds and plant these into 
pots made from red soil earth. These seeds stayed in the 
earth for about two months more. When they got big 
enough, the sweet orange shoot was budded on to the sour 
orange root. This new idea proved successful and soon 
even the skeptics came to join the fruit-growing program. 
The program was carried on until the death of Mr. Newton 

in 1950. He will be 
remembered by all for 
his outstanding effort 
for the people of Red 
Bays, especially those 
who were sometimes 
able to ship as much as 
3-4,000 fruits per year 
to Nassau. The 
Agricultural and Marine 
Products Board encour- 
aged this program and 
sent budding equip- 
ment, oil emulsion and 
spray buckets. Then 
Hurricane Betsy, the 
destroyer of 1965, 
came. 

During the 

long years of the early 
part of the Red Bays 
history, there was no 
school, and only those 
people who had relatives in Lowe Sound or other settle- 
ments were able to send their children to school, the other 
children having to stay at home without schooling. 

For this reason, many people cannot read or write 
even now. My father, a grade six scholar at that time, 
became sorry for the people and in the year 1935 applied 
for the position of headteacher of Red Bays. This was 
granted by the former Board of Education. 

He was obligated to work for six months without 
payment. After that he was paid 12 pounds per year. He 
worked under these conditions for some time and was later 
able to have the designation of the school change from 
“Grant- in- Aid” school to “Public” school. The government 
owned no land at the settlement at that time and by the 
kind permission of the late Rev. Daniel Dean, the writer’s 
grandfather kept school in the Baptist Church for about 
four years. With the assistance of the community he was 
able to have built in 1939 a large school made by pine 
torch, wattles and tatch leaves. About 1941, a few bags of 
cement and a few pounds were given to make the floor. 

This building lasted for 21 years before it collapsed. Mr. 
Newton did all his teaching in this building and did a fine 
job. 

After Mr. Newton’s death in 1950 (Sept. 1) the 
writer succeeded him and worked in the same building for 
six years before the first school house ever built in Red 
Bays was under my supervision. I also taught for five years 
under sun and sky with trees as shelter from sun and 

rain. When the present school building was finally 
built the following proverb was put up in it: “He 
who laughs last laughs best,” and again, “Wait 
on the Lord, be of good courage and He shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord.” Psalm 27:14. 

Another outstanding effort done 
by my father was the road leading from 
the Settlement to the beach. He was the 
first to establish road building in Red 
Bays. When he came here, he saw 
that the Settlement of Red Bays 
and the nearest neighboring 
Settlement was made by foot- 
paths and tracks, between 
swamps and matshy pine for- 
est, and he pitied their condi- 
tion. 

My Forsythe, act- 
ing as District 
Commissioner at that 
time (1937-1945), gave 
a grant of five pounds 
to start the road to the 
Bay. When this 
money was spent, 

Mr. Newton asked 
the inhabitants to 
give a few days 
work as a 
Community effort. 
This they willing- 
ly did and built 
the road to a dis- 
tance of about 
one-quarter 
mile. Mr. 
Forsythe’s 
interest was 
aroused and he 
gave a further 
grant of fifteen 
pounds. This 
of course did 
not finish the 
road but more 
than three- 
quarters of a 
mile of it was 
finished. 
Afterwards the 
road was brought 
to completion. 
Many times in 
rainy season when 
officials visited Red 
Bays Beach, shoes 

had to be taken off at the bay because two 
to three feet of water had to be crossed from the bay to the 
settlement. 

In August of 1968, the Owens Illinois Company, 
properly known as Bahamas Agricultural Industries 
Limited, generously put through a road to our settlement in 
order to cut the timber in our area. 

The road was officially declared open by the 
Company at ceremonies held at Red Bays on Aug. 3, 1968, 
when 200 visitors came. This road immediately allowed the 
people to sell all of their mango crop without leaving their 
settlement and in the near future it is likely that bonefish 
enthusiasts will be coming to Red Bays for the wonderful 
bonefishing on our shores. 

I believe that this is an appropriate spot to finish 
my short history, as the opening of our road brings the first 
chapters to a close, and will be opening up a whole new 
story. 

— Rev. Bertram A. Newton, 76, is a descendant 
of Seminoles who arrived on Andros in the 1840s. He 
was principal of Red Bays School for 39 1/2 years and 
curently is pastor of the New Salem Baptist Church. 

This story was written in August of 1968 and reprinted 
from his book, A History of Red Bays , Andros . 



WELCOME: Town sign includes illustration of Seminole scene. 
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Athletes try to show Jensen and the Firecats they have what it takes to play in the afl2. 


Tryouts In Big Cypress 

make the Firecats ’ roster. 

Jensen and his staff thanked all the contest- 
ants and offered their appreciation to the Recreation 
Department for organizing the event. 



L/R: Brian Billie, Johnny Boone, Larry Motlow and Greg Carter. 


Arena Football 2 Hosts 

By Benny Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — Arena Football has made 
its way to Southwest Florida for 2001. Jim Jensen, 
head coach of the Florida Firecats, held open tryouts 
in Big Cypress on Feb. 24 to 
fill the few remaining slots on 
his roster. Over 40 men, from 
all over the state, showed up 
for tryouts and paid a $50 fee 
in hopes of securing an open 
slot on the team. The Firecats 
are one of the 14 new teams 
added to the Arena Football 2 
(af2) League in its second sea- 
son. 

Jack Gorton, 

Assistant Director of Big 
Cypress Recreation, worked 
with Jensen to set up the try- 
outs on the Reservation. 

Recreation aides Debbie 
Hernandez and Tracey Ortega 
assisted in signing up candi- 
dates. On hand to encourage 
the contestants were 22-year- 
old Terrance Simmons and 31- 
year-old Chris Macintosh who 
have already signed with the 
team. 

Tryouts were brutal 
and the day was hot, but 
prospective players put forth their best efforts. 
Shuffles, pass receiving, kickoff returns, agility and 
endurance were only part of the exercises required by 
the coach. 

Seminole Tribe citizens Brian Billie and 
Larry Motlow were among those vying for one of the 
coveted slots. 

At the end of the day, five athletes were 
selected to join the spring practice team. From those 
35 players, the coaching staff will pick the final 24 to 


TECO Arena in Estero, Florida will be home 
to the Florida Firecats. Their first challenge in the 15- 
game season will be played against the Jacksonville 
Tomcats April 6 at the Jacksonville Coliseum. 

Anyone wishing to obtain tickets for any of 
the Firecats’ games or schedule information may con- 
tact the TECO Arena at (941) 390-CATS. For more 
information on the team visit the afl2 website at 
www.afl2.com and click on the Firecats link. 



Order by phone or visit ovr website: 

www.ffrontrowusa.com 


1 81 70 W Dixie Hwy, 2nd Floor 
N Miami Beoch, Florida 33160 



Cash or Credii Cards Accepted 
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Pro Football’s Native Women 




By John Harjo 

Gus and Maggie are two women 
that put their bodies through a lot of pun- 
ishment just for fun . 

Kahsennenhawe Sky- 
Deer (“Kahs” — pronounced GUS) and 

Maggie 
Mayo, both 
Mohawk, of 
the Iroquois 
Confederacy, 


NDN 


are a part of 
the fledgling 
Women’s 
Professional 

Football League (WPFL). 

Last season was the WPFL’s first 
year in operation. Kahs plays in Florida 
(Daytona Beach Barracudas) and Maggie 
plays in New York (New York Galaxy now 
the Syracuse Sting). Two other Mohawk 
women play for Syracuse — Karen Hill 
and Melanie Jacobs — but they could not 
be reached for comment. 

Mayo was the first female football 
player in Canada, in 1983, on the 13-0 
Chateauguay Raiders midget boys team. An 
out-of-control teenager, Mayo was advised 
to go into football by a child therapist, who 
suggested it would relive some built up 
anger. 

Mayo won high school honors -g, 
from the Greater Montreal Athletic S 

Association for volleyball and basketball 3 
but sustained a knee injury on her way to a ^ 

Cornell University basketball tryout. She 
then obtained a degree in Engineering from 
Loyalist College and Concordia University, Maggie Mayo sets to hike the football, 
playing as an MVP for the Kahnawake 
Chik Stiks hockey team in her spare time. 

While on vacation in San Francisco in the 
fall of 1999, a TV special on the WPFL caught her 
fancy and she sought a tryout among 120 women in 
Florida on Jan. 7, 2000. Mayo was one of 12 women 
selected and, after several exhibitions, went on to 
become the starting center and noseguard playing 
“Iron Woman Football” for the Galaxy. 

Mayo told 


NDN SPORTS: “I have 
secured the right to 
have my own football 
team within the WPFL. 

I had purchased that 
right before the league 
had expanded.” She is 
still going to play for 
the Syracuse Sting, but 
will direct the Montreal 
Wildfire next season. 

Kahs Sky-Deer 
was the quarterback for 
the Daytona Beach 
Barracudas during the 
2000-2001 season, miss- 
ing all three tryouts, but 
walking on to a starting 
position nevertheless. 

Sky Deer’s first 
love was co-ed baseball 
which she played as a 
kid on the Mohawk 
reserve. She says, 

“People kind of laughed 
because it was a co-ed 
league and they didn’t 
think I would be good 
enough.” She later 
became a two-time 
MVP pitcher and led 
her team to two consec- 
utive championships 
striking out boys that 
didn’t think she should 
be there. 

She chose urban (predominantly white) 
Centennial Academy in Canada for high school. She 
played woman’s soccer and was selected MVP of the 
school basketball team. 

Sky Deer then discovered touch football and 
track (javelin, discus, and shot). As a freshman she 
stole the starting quarterback position from a senior 
by tossing four touchdowns in her first game — the 
job was hers from then on - and she led Centennial 
to the GMAA Championship. 


a 




* 
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Kahsennenhawe Sky-Deer during practice 


Following a touch football career at Vanier 
College, Sky Deer got a call from Maggie Mayo and 
a tip about the WPFL: “I couldn’t believe my ears. It 
was a dream come true. . . I was so excited for weeks 
after that, I got motivated and started to go to the 
gym three times a week, and began to tell all my 
friends that I was going to play women’s professional 
football. Many thought it was a joke, or that I would- 
n’t follow through with it.” 

Two months later, she 
received a recruitment letter 
from the Daytona Beach 
Barracudas. “They really 
buttered me up and said that 
there would be team houses, 
jobs, sponsorships, and that 
we would get paid $100 a 
game. Three weeks later I 
received a call and letter 
from the New England 
Storm who wanted me to try 
out for their team as well, 
plus Maggie wanted me to 
play for the New York 
Galaxy with her, Mel and 
Karen (Melanie Jacobs and 
Karen Hill). However, my 
decision was made, there 
was no way that I would 
choose the snow over the 
Sunshine State ...” 

The ‘Cudas played New 
England for the National 
Conference Championship 
on Jan. 6, 2001, at Speck 
Martin stadium in Deland, 
Florida (where the movie 
“The Waterboy” was 
filmed). Despite Sky Deer’s 
WPFL’s single game passing 
record (286 yards and four 
TDs) New England prevailed 
29-26. 

The WPFL starts again July 21, 2001. Says 
Sky Deer: “It would be nice to have support from all 
my fellow Native Americans in the area as well as 
other fans all across the United States and Canada.” 

For more information check out these web- 
sites: www.ndnsports.com, www.nygalaxy.com, 
www.daytonabeachbarracudas.com, and 
www.womensprofootball.com 
— John Harjo (Seminole) is founder of NDN 
Sports.com . 


Name: Kahsennenhawe Skv-Deer 

(She brings the spirit to the name) 
Nation: Mohawk, of the Iroquois 
Confederacy 

Hometown: Kahnawake, Mohawk 
Territory (Quebec-Canada) 

Sport: Women’s Professional 
Football 

Position: Quarterback 
Number: #29 

Team: Daytona Beach Barracudas 
2000-2001 

DOB: Nov. 29, 1979 
Age: 21 
HT: 5-10 
WT: 135 


Nicknames: “Kahs” (pronounced 
Gus), “Shak”, and “Sky-Chief’ 
Accomplishments: League Record 
passing yards 286 in a single game 
College: Vanier College 
High School: Centennial Academy, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

Name: Maggie Mavo 

Nation: Mohawk, of the Iroquois 

Confederacy 

Hometown: Kahnawake, Mohawk 
Territory (Quebec-Canada) 

Sport: Women’s Professional 
Football 

Position: Center/Noseguard 


Number: #64 

Team: New York Galaxy 2000-2001 

DOB: Jan. 14, 1967 

Age: 34 

HT: 5-6 

WT: 225 

Nicknames: “Magster” 

University: Concordia University, 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
College: Loyalist College, Belleville, 
Ontario, Canada 

High School: Kahnawake Survival 
School, Kahnawake, 

Quebec, Canada 


EIRA Results From B.C. Rodeo 


Mutton Bustin: 1st place - Kelton Smedley 
with a time of 8.27 seconds (10 pts.), 2nd place - 
Nauthkee Henry (9pts.), 3rd place - Jessi Osceola (8 
pts.), 4th place - Trewston Pierce (7 pts.). Calf 
Riding: 1st place - Seth Randolph 49 sec. (10 pts.), 
2nd place - Duelle Gore 43 (9 pts.), 3rd place - 
Ethan Gopher 3.93 (8 pts.). Steer Riding: 1st place - 
Dayne Johns 55 sec. (10 pts.), 2nd place - Roy 
Stewart 3.35 (9 pts.), 3rd place - Randall Osceola 
2.14 (8 pts.). Jr. Bull Riding: 1st place - Jerome 
Davis 60 sec. (10 pts.), 2nd place - Jasper Thomas 
5.71 (9 pts.). Beginner Barrel Race: 1st place - 
Sheyanna Osceola 18.316 sec. (10 pts.), 2nd place - 
Taylor Johns 19.476 (9 pts.), 3rd place - Shelby 
DeHass 21.074 (8 pts.), 4th place - Jessica Turtle 
21.094 (7 pts.). 

Bareback Riding: 1st place - Koty Brugh 
65 sec. (10 pts.), 2nd place - Adam Turtle 60 (9 pts.). 
Barrel Race: 1st place - Tess Ducheneaus 17.103 
(10 pts.), 2nd place - Clarissa Bowers 17.662 (9 
pts.), 3rd place - Shelby Osceola 17.997 (8 pts.), 4th 
place - Trina Bowers 18.041 (7 pts.). Steer 
Wrestling: 1st place - Happy Jumper 4.11 (10 pts.), 
2nd place - Dean Conrad 4.48 (9 pts.), 3rd place - 
Howard Edmonson 5.11 (8 pts.) Novice Barrel 


Race: 1st place - Jade Braswell 17.988 (10 pts.), 2nd 
place - Kari Kroeplin 19.618 (9 pts.), 3rd place - 
Marilee Johns 19.720 (8 pts.). 

Saddle Bronc Riding: Ground $ - Koty 
Brugh, Michael Henry, Robert Youngblood. Bull 
Riding: Ground $ - Koty Brugh, Doug Fish, Austin 
Billie, Paul Bowers Jr., Adam Turtle, Happy Jumper 
Justin Gopher. Calf Roping: 1st place - Corbin 
Warren 10.96 (10 pts.), 2nd place - Howard 
Edmonson 11.11(9 pts.), 3rd place - Happy Jumper 
14.89 (8 pts.), 4th place - Naha Jumper 18.53 (7 
pts.). Breakaway Roping: 1st place - Shelby 
Osceola 19.73 (10 pts.). Ground $ - Trina Bowers, 
Theresa Bowers, Jo Leigh Johns, Clarissa Bowers. 

Breakaway Roping 50& Over: Grounds $ 
- Billy Joe Johns, Paul Bowers, Sr., Rudy Osceola. 
Team Roping: 1st place - Marty Johns (header) and 
Adale Driggers (heeler) 11.24 (10 pts.), 2nd place - 
Michael Henry and Robert Youngblood 11.67 (9 
pts.), 3rd place - Marvin Bowers and Amos Tiger 
14.04 (8 pts.), 4th place - Josh Jumper and Naha 
Jumper 20.46 (7 pts.). 

— Results submitted by Debbie DeHass. 
Rodeo held on March 24 at Junior Cypress 
Memorial Rodeo and Entertainment Complex. 





The Seminole Tribune 


10 


April 13, 2001 


Heels. Lady Seminoles Win 


Staying Up Late At The Tiger Memorial 





By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD 

— Friday evening March 
30th, the Hollywood 
Recreation Department 
kicked off the 34th 
Annual Howard Tiger 
Memorial Basketball 
Tournament at the Gym. 

This tournament is dedi- 
cated to the late Seminole 
Tribal citizen Howard 
Tiger, a man who had 
many accomplishments 
in his life including an 
excellent career in ama- 
teur sports. One of the 
first members inducted 
into the Seminole Sports 
Hall of Fame, Howard 
Tiger is well-remembered 
for his athletic skills and 
avid love for of all 
sports. 

Winifred Tiger, 
wife of the late Mr. Tiger, 
son Vernon Tiger and 
daughter Rusty Tiger 

arrived early to initiate the official start of 
the tournament. After Hollywood 
Recreation employee Bo Young welcomed 
the family, teams, and spectators to the 
tournament he presented Mrs. Tiger with a 
commemorative tournament jacket and 
invited her to say a few words. 

“Miss Winifred,” as she has been 
affectionately known throughout the 
years, spoke words of welcome and 
encouragement to everyone. Among other 
things, she commented on the longevity of 
this tournament, she stated “in a way it 
doesn’t seem like 34 years, but in some 
ways it seems like forever.” Admonishing 
the players to practice good sportsman- 
ship and “no drugs or drinking,” she also 
expressed her gratitude that her late hus- 
band has been remembered in a way that 
offers an opportunity to our people to par- 
ticipate in something very positive. 

Hollywood Recreation Director 


Trail Blazers champions MVP Cicero Osceola. 


Miss Winifred gets things started with the opening jumpball. 


Moses Jumper Jr. also welcomed every- 
one to the occasion and 
remarked that this tourna- 
ment is one of the longest- 
running and has been 
going on longer than many 
Native and non-Native 
tournaments throughout 
the country and is presti- 
gious to win. He recounted 
the early days of the tour- 
nament when funds were 
not as available as they are 
now so the staff was small 
and he had to coordinate, 
officiate, man the scoring § 
table and then find a way ® 
to play with their team. | 

Concluding his comments ^ 
with a prayer, Moses 
turned it back over to Bo 
who set the stage for 

action 
by hav- 
ing Miss Winifred 
throw the ceremonial 
toss and begin the first 
game between 
Hollywood’s Lady 
Seminoles and Trail 
Women. 

The tourna- 
ment hosted five 
women’s teams and 
eight men’s teams 
from Hollywood, Big 
Cypress, Brighton and 
Trail. The games were 
fast and furious and lit- 
tle time was spent in 
between games, but it 
still lasted way into the 
night on both Friday 
and Saturday evenings. 


The last championship 
game ended at 1:55 a.m. 
Sunday morning - factoring 
in Daylight Savings time it 
was actually 2:55 a.m. 
However, the entertainment 
value of some of these 
games due to the skills and 
showmanship of the players 
was well worth it. 

The women’s 

teams were Lady Seminoles 
(Hollywood), Trail Women, 
Trail Ladies, Big Cypress, 
Brighton, and Good Enough 
(Hollywood). The men’s 
teams were Brighton, Big 
Cypress, Tar Heels (Trail), 
Bad Company (Big 
Cypress), No Fun at All 
(Trail), NDNS (Hollywood), 
and Trail One. 

Every last team 
made an outstanding show- 
ing but as with many things 
in life somebody wins and 
somebody loses and in this 
case the winners were Lady 
Seminoles when they defeated the 2nd 


Lady Seminoles of Hollywood MVP Francine Osceola. 


place finishers’ Big Cypress. Team mem- 
bers were Brandy Clay, Francine Osceola, 
Virginia Osceola, Daisy Tiger, Cassandra 
Osceola, Tasha Osceola, Jo Jo Osceola 
and Amy Dobson. Francine (The 
Machine) Osceola garnered the MVP 
Award for her superb showing on the 
court. 

In the men’s division the Tar 
Heels overtook Trail One in the second 
half and dominated the rest of the game to 
win the championship. Team members 
were Mason Doctor, Keith Condin, Amos 
Huggins, Cicero Osceola, John P. 

Osceola, Merle Osceola and Gary 
Sanders. Cicero (Secret Weapon) Osceola 
took the men’s MVP award. 

Congratulations to all the teams 
for an excellent display of talent and skill 
and to the winners for their perseverance 
and stamina. 


Sanctioned Pool League Finishes 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — The Seminole League, the first 
nationally sanctioned pool league held on Seminole Reservation 
land, ended its season March 19. 

The league formed Oct. 13, 2000, in Immokalee with 7, 
five-person teams. Sanctioning was obtained through Billiards 
Congress of America (BCA). 

Maria Billie was selected to serve as President and 
Secretary of the league and Libby Blake as Treasurer by Big 
Cypress Recreation Director George Grasshopper and 
Councilman David Cypress. Grasshopper served as Vice- 
President. 

Teams played every Monday night at the Pool Bam (the 
old rope factory) located at the Seminole Youth Ranch. The $10 
per player per night fee went directly into the prize fund for dis- 
tribution at the end of the season. Six of the seven original teams 
completed the entire season. 

Final standings and individual stats were as follows: 1st 
place - Motown Boyz (61 wins - 23 losses) captained by Ralph 
Sanchez with David Billie, O.B. Osceola, Mario Posada, 
Raymond Mora and subs Pete Aguilar and Roy Garza; 2nd place 
- Seminoles (55 - 29) captained by Tony Billie with David 
Cypress, George Grasshopper, Randy Clay, Joe Junior Billie and 
sub David Bowers; 3rd place - Play’AZ (53 - 31) captained by 
Maria Billie with Roy Cantu, Juan Salinas, Marciano Calderon, 
Noey Posada and sub Charlie Cypress; 4th place - Abel’s (37 - 
47) captained by Abel Salgado with Martin Garcia, Roberto 
Martinez, Delfmo Jaimes, Angel Cintron and subs Jose Luis 
Ayala and Jose Gomez; 5th place - Motown Bandits (35 - 49) 
captained by Virginia Billie with Raymond Garza, Dale 
Grasshopper, Libby Blake, Roy Alvarado Jr. and sub Manuel 
Garza; and 6th place - Rez Runners (18 - 66) captained by 


Connie Williams with Lonnie Billie, Leroy King, Geneses 
Osceola, Danny Billie and subs Ricky Doctor and Mike Onco. 

Players scoring ERO’s (Eight Run-Outs) were O.B. 
Osceola (3), David Billie (3), George Grasshopper (1), Virginia 
Billie (1), Raymond Garza (1), Roy Garza (1), Pete Aguilar (1), 
and David Cypress (1). 

Players scoring 10-zip games were Randy Clay (1), 

O.B. Osceola (3), George Grasshopper (1), Joe Junior Billie (1), 
Abel Salgado (1), Virginia Billie (1), Raymond Garza (1), David 
Billie (3), Ralph Sanchez (1), and Pete Aguilar (1). 

The league ended on Monday March 19 before the 
BCA Sunshine State Tournament. The state event was held 
March 22-25 at Baker’s Billiards in Tampa. Competition includ- 
ed scotch doubles, singles and team events. Several players from 
the Immokalee league and from an Okeechobee league, which 
included several Brighton Tribal citizens, shot their best but 
failed to place in the money in any of the events. 

Councilman Cypress and Big Cypress and Immokalee 
Recreation then hosted a “thank you” tournament exclusively for 
the Immokalee league players on March 26. Events were held for 
both the men and the women in 8-ball and 9-ball competitions. 
Results were as follows: 

Men 8-ball: 1st place - Mario Posada, 2nd place - 
George Grasshopper, 3rd place - David Billie, 4th place - Abel 
Salgado, 5th place - Raymond Mora, and 6th place - Roy Cantu. 
9-ball: 1st place - Abel Salgado, 2nd place - O.B. Osceola, 3rd 
place - David Billie, 4th place - Randy Clay, and 5th place - 
Noey Posada. 

Women 8-ball: 1st place - Maria Billie, 2nd place - 
Dale Grasshopper, and 3rd place - Libby Blake. 9-ball: 1st place 
- Libby Blake, 2nd place - Virginia Billie, 3rd place - Connie 
Williams, and 4th place - Dale Grasshopper. 


Panther 

Continued from page 1 


Four years ago, Jimmy 
McDaniel, Director of Big Cypress 
Hunting Adventures, a Tribal hunting 
enterprise, approached the Florida Panther 
Technical Advisory Council (which advis- 
es FWC) requesting $2 million to replace 
the game killed by panthers on the 
stocked preserves. The request was 
denied. 

“There’s predations occurring at 
Billie Swamp Safari, also at the Hunting 
Adventures,” said McDaniel, “I saw a big 
panther track here on Saturday.” 

According to McDaniel, an adult 
panther will make two kills a week. 
“Sometimes we have two to eight pan- 
thers in the Safari and Hunting 
Adventures. They’re preying on game 
that’s worth something.” Indeed, 

McDaniel said that 137 imported fallow 
deer have been lost to panther predations: 
“At least nine kittens were raised off those 
deer. Three kittens were raised over in the 
Hunting Adventures. So we’ve con- 
tributed a lot to the restocking of the pan- 
thers.” 

McDaniel says he plans to peti- 
tion the state again for compensation to 


recover costs incurred by panthers feeding 
on Tribal game. 

FWC scientists use tranquilizer 
guns to immobilize adult panthers so they 
can take tissue samples and fit the animals 
with radio collars that enable researchers 
to track the animals’ movements and 
behavior. Last November and again in 
April, cats sustained broken legs and had 
to be removed from the wild temporarily 
for treatment and rehabilitation. Also one 
cat died during the early 80s when a tran- 
quilizer dart struck an artery and released 
the tranquilizer drug into the animal’s 
body too rapidly. 

“There were two other cats that 
seemed okay after the capture but turned 
up dead a short time later,” Land said. 

“As unfortunate as that is, it’s not a bad 
record, considering we’ve performed this 
capture procedure 250 times on 104 dif- 
ferent cats. We know there are risks to the 
cats and risks to the researchers, but the 
benefits definitely outweigh the risks.” 

Currently, Land said, researchers 
are focusing their efforts on taking tissue 
samples from kittens in the dens, while 
the mother cats are away. 

“We can take tissue samples and 
gather genetic information from 2-week- 
old kittens without having to tranquilize 
them or risk injuries,” Land said. “We’ve 
also placed computer chips under the skin 


of 94 kittens. Those chips enable us to 
identify the individual animals when we 
encounter them again later. We know 
where the animal came from, its parents 
and offspring. 

Land said that by marking the 
kittens early, scientists decrease the need 
to tranquilize and collar them as adult 
cats. 

During the past few years, scien- 
tists have released eight female Texas 
cougars into the wild in south Florida to 
introduce new genetic material into the 
seriously inbred panther population. Three 
of the cougars are still alive, and one of 
them recently bore a litter of two kittens. 

The offspring of the Texas cats 
are more energetic during captures. 

Unlike the pure Florida cats, which tend 
to climb a tree and remain in it when pur- 
sued, they tend to climb down one tree 
and up another, and sometimes leap from 
tree to tree during the pursuit. 

“Both of the cats that broke their 
legs were offspring of the Texas cats,” 
Land said. 

Thirty-four panthers and three 
Texas cougars are wearing functional 
radio collars at the moment. Ten others 
have collars that no longer transmit radio 
signals. 

— Brian Milsap contributed to this 
report. 
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(L-R): Crystal Young, Joel Frank, Preston Baker, Chris Osceola, and Sonny Frank. 



Frank Hits Bull’s Eye In Archery 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Sonny Frank 
won the first round of qualifying shoots 
for a spot on Team Florida and a chance 
to represent the Seminole Tribe in the 
upcoming Native American Indigenous 
Games. The shoot was held on the morn- 
ing of March 17 at the Big Cypress 
Archery Range located across from Billie 
Swamp Safari. 

The day was extremely hot and 
humid as five skilled and focused com- 
petitors took to the range. Joel Frank, 
Chris Osceola, Sonny Frank of 
Hollywood and Preston Baker from 
Brighton shot in the over-25 men’s divi- 
sion and Crystal Young of Hollywood 
shot in the under- 13 division. 

The archers took aim at 1 6 tar- 
gets set at varying distances of up to 50 
yards. Each participant takes a total of 
three shots per target completing the 
course twice. Scores are calculated from 
the accuracy of shots landing in the desig- 
nated kill zones of each target. 

The range at the Games will consist of 20 
targets and slightly more stringent rules as 
far as equipment is concerned. Aim- 
enhancing aids like levels, markings on 
bows and strings and binoculars will be 
considered illegal. For a complete set of 


these new and old rules contact 
Hollywood Recreation. 

Everyone made a fine showing 
this hot Saturday morning and the results 
were as follows: 1st Place - Sonny Frank 
with 255 pts., 2nd Place - Chris Osceola 
with 238 pts., 3rd place - Joel Frank with 
189 pts., and 4th place - Preston Baker 
with 158 pts. Crystal Young, the only one 
competing in the under 13 category, fin- 
ished with 125 pts. 

Sonny Frank stated he’s been 
involved in 3-D archery for about two 
years, but has only started practicing seri- 
ously in the last year. He hopes to make it 
to the Indigenous Games. Taking an 
instructor’s course along with his dad Joel 
and Hollywood Recreation’s Steve Young 
gave him an opportunity to hone his 
skills. 

There will be a total of 1 0 quali- 
fying shoots to determine who will be 
going to the games and you must have 
completed at least eight of these rounds. 
Notices and faxes will be sent to commu- 
nity recreation departments prior to each 
scheduled meet. The next meet was origi- 
nally scheduled for April 7, but has been 
postponed until further notice. For further 
information contact Young at (954) 989- 
9457. 


Big Cypress/I nimokalee Bowling 
Tournament Results 


For The Record: 

NAPLES — April 1. 

Regular: 1st place - Blake 
Osceola/Patricia Wilcox 462, 2nd place - 
Eugene Bowers/Mary Bowers 371, 3rd 
place - Weems Buck/Dana Osceola 367, 
4th place - Albert 
Snow/Patty Snow 
359, 5th place - 
Christian 

Osceola/Mary Gay 
Osceola 345, 6th 
place (tie) - Jamie 
Smith/Crystal 
Smith and Andre 
Jumper/Ruby 
Osceola 331, 8th 
place - Marcellus 
Osceola/MaryJo 
Micco 328, 9th 
place - Larnce 
Ballentine/Patty 
Wilson 325. 

3-6-9: 1st 
place - Weems 
Buck/Sarah 
Kirkland 435, 2nd 
place - Mike 
Micco/Reina Micco 
405, 3rd place - 
Albert Snow/Lois Smith 392, 4th place - 
Christian Osceola/Diane Snow 384, 5th 
place - Parker Jones/Maria Billie 383, 6th 
place - Elton Shore/Crystal Smith 382, 

7th place - Blake Osceola/Mabel Osceola 
379, 8th place - Ronnie Doctor/Patty 
Snow 368, 9th place (tie) - Dennis 
Gonzales/Mary Bowers and George 
Micco/Patty Wilson 366. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - 
Christian Osceola/Dawn Snow 187, 2nd 
place - Joey Micco/Symphoni Jumper 
181, 3rd place - Marcellus Osceola/Reina 
Micco 173, 4th place (tie) - Andre 
Jumper/Patricia Wilcox and Larnce 
Ballentine/Mabel Osceola 172, 6th place 


- Buck Wilson/Dana Osceola 170, 7th 
place (tie) - Elton Shore/Rosie Billie, 
Ronnie Doctor/Lois Smith and Eugene 
Bowers/Crystal Smith 169, 10th place - 
Jamie Smith/Shana Frank 167. 

No Tap: 1st place - Marcellus 


Osceola/Patricia Wilcox 476, 2nd place - 
Eugene Bowers/Shana Frank 428, 3rd 
place - Woody Wilson/Michelle Osceola 
426, 4th place - Matthew Tiger/Mary 
Bowers 420, 5th place - Blake 
Osceola/Maria Billie 409, 6th place - 
George Micco/Lenora Roberts 407, 7th 
place - Delwin McCowan/Patty Wilson 
406, 8th place - Weems Buck/Patty Snow 
392, 9th place - Sonny Frank/Symphoni 
Jumper 388, 10th place - Elton 
Shore/Rose Jones 384. 

Tournament sponsored by 
Council Representatives Jack Smith Jr. 
and David Cypress and the Big Cypress 
and Immokalee Recreation Departments. 



Blake Osceola (center) bowled a 299 game during the regular 
bowling event. Blake was congratulated by Big Cypress 
Recreation Director George Grasshopper and Immokalee 
Recreation and Youth Center Secretary Maria Billie. 


EIRA Reviews Rule Changes 


By Tommy Benn 

RODEO COUNTRY — At a 

special meeting held Feb. 1, EIRA 
Directors made two rule changes affecting 
participation in future events. One of the 
changes is a reversal of a Jan. 1 5 decision 
by this same group. That decision permit- 
ted descendants of Native Americans to 
join the EIRA. The Feb. 1 meeting 
rescinded that ruling. 

All rodeo participants “must be a 
member of a Federally Recognized Tribe” 
according to the new rule. According to 
EIRA officials, several current competi- 
tors in the series have not provided proof 
of Tribal membership either by card or 
letter of CDIB (Certificate of Degree of 
Indian Blood) to that body. 

If a participant falls in this cate- 
gory, they must get their Tribal member- 
ship card or letter to Debbie DeHass, 
EIRA Secretary, immediately via fax, U.S. 
Mail, mule train or pony express so it can 
be recorded. If competitors fail to provide 
this they can and will be blacklisted and 
will not be allowed to compete in EIRA 
sanctioned events. 


All participants are being encour- 
aged to check their status with DeHass 
since it is her records that count according 
to EIRA officials. 

Seminole Tribe of Florida EIRA 
participants can receive a Tribal ID at the 
Hollywood Tribal office. They may be 
obtained through the Gaming Department 
or you may request a Tribal ID from the 
Secretary/Treasurer’s office (954) 966- 
6300 ext. 1463 or 1462. Requests should 
be made for the issue of a letter of CDIB 
and must include permission to release it 
to EIRA Secretary Debbie DeHass. 

The other rule change affected 
the call-in time for participation in events. 
Officials decided to return to a two-day 
call-in. This will be Monday and Tuesday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. before that weekend’s 
rodeo. The call-in number is (954) 965- 
1300 ext. 123 

DeHass asks if she is not avail- 
able to leave a message with a phone 
number where you can be reached on her 
voice mail and she will get back with you 
as soon as possible. 
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Seminole Indian Youth Livestock Show & Sale 2001 



Clint Hutchinson Grand Champion Steer — Mary Huff Dayla Youngblood 
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Adam Osceola 


Andrew Bowers 


Brandon Billie 


Clarissa Randolph 



Jewel Buck 


Justin Aldridge 


Kerwin Miller 


Keyan Osceola 
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Justina Billie 


Katherine Billie 
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Sherri Micco 


Tiffany Billie 



Gregory Carter 


Paige Osceola 


Bonnie Billie 


Daniel Bullard 


Heather Billie 
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Ronnie Billie 


Arron Cypress 


Sawena Otero 


Serena Green 



Noemi Billie 


Victoria Hernandez 


American Indian Outreach 


The Florida Department of 
Transportation - the largest contracting 
agency in state government - runs a Native 
American Outreach Program seeking people 
interested in pursing contracts with the 
FDOT. 

Don’t be left behind. If you or a 
family member are interested in pursing 
contracts with the FDOT, or have any 
questions concerning the Native American 
Outreach program, please call me at 
( 954 ) 370 - 3900 . 
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Miles Osceola 
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Mirah Buster 


Nelson Osceola 


Nichole Osceola 


Nick Jumper 



Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 



Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 



413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 
We Deliver 


Seminole Foster Care 
Parents Needed 


HOLLYWOOD — There is a cer- 
tain pride, dignity and feeling of belonging 
among Native children who grow up in the 
tradition of their Tribal culture. The gift and 
right of tradition for Seminole children is 
important for their culture to survive. Some 
Seminole children in need of foster care are 
denied that gift. 

Sometimes, due to child abuse or 
neglect, children need to be placed with 
families other than their own. One of the 
goals of the Family Services Program is to 
place Indian children with Indian families, 
so that they can remain among Tribal citi- 
zens in their own community or reserva- 
tion. 

Each reservation houses numerous 
Tribal members who are raising strong and 
healthy children, rich in cultural beliefs and 
traditional values. Some of these families 
have opened their doors and hearts to other 


children in need of their strength and guid- 
ance, and given these children the chance to 
share in the traditions of the Tribe. It is a 
lot to ask, but remember how the elders 
have taught us to give back some of our 
knowledge and strength of caring, to stand 
firm in what we believe in, to help one 
another. The love for our people has been 
rekindled. 

This can be the most meaningful 
and rewarding contribution you could ever 
make! 

Please call now. Family Service 
Programs - Hollywood at 954-964-6338; 
Yvonne Courtney is the Tribal counselor. 
Big Cypress call 863-983-6920 and speak 
with Jane Billie. Brighton Reservation call 
Emma Johns at 863-763-7700. Immokalee 
ask for Billie Napper-Bodway at 941-657- 
6567. Tampa reservation call 813-628-0627 
and speak with Tom Ryan, counselor. 
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Kimberely Alvarado 


Lagara Marrero 


Patrick Osceola 


Mark Arriage 


Tommy Benson 
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SALE 


Michael Alvarado 


Miguel Mata 


Nikki Davis 


Raymond Garza 



HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony ’'Tony" Scalesc 
Irrhal Member rue h In of In let a 




.meric an, I respect 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7fl Avc. Suite 105, Plantation. Florida 33317 


The hiring uI h lawyer is an import liii I decision Lhm should not be 
ba.u'd suklv iipun advertise mt’iil*. Before you decide, ask us to send 
ymi free w r il ten informal inn a haul our qualifies Turns and experience. 



Marketplace s 

* omme snapping plaza 

www.seminoletribe.com 

Visit the Seminole Tribe without leaving your chickee. 

Hear unique Seminole sounds; Subscribe to the Seminole 
Tribune; Selection of baskets, jewelry, dolls and clothing; 
Discover the Seminole culture through books and videos. 
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Seminole In Alaska 


April 13, 2001 



ATTENDEES: First row, (1-r) Joe Don Billie, Terry Scott, Teresa Harris, Sally Williams, 
Faith McGruther, and F.K. Jones. Second row, (1-r) James Brown, Mark Patrick and 
Dewey Adams. Third row, (1-r) Alan Pigg, Terry Clark and Patrick Durham. 


Youngsters Wanted For Wildlife Program 



HOLLYWOOD — The Native 
American Fish & Wildlife Society, which 
monitors fish and wildlife programs on 
Indian reservations, is holding its First 
Annual regional Native American 
Environmental Awareness Summer Youth 
Practicum June 25 - 29 at the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

The Practicum is designed to pro- 
vide Native American students an opportuni- 
ty to gain hands-on experience in the man- 
agement of natural resources. It will also 
provide students with a chance to explore 
and learn about the various career 
opportunities that exist in the fish and 
wildlife field. 

“We realize the future of 
wildlife management rests with our 
youngsters,” Teresa Harris, Vice 
President of the NAF&WS Board and 
Southeast Region Director said. 

“That’s why this youth Practicum is so 
important. We hope to have a good 
turnout.” 

The Youth Practicum is open 
to incoming 10 - 12™ grade Native 
American students. All applicants 
must be in good physical condition as 
physical activities are part of the pro- 
gram. The deadline for applications is 
April 25. Five Seminole students will 
be accepted in the program. 

For more information and or 
an application, please call Teresa Harris at 
(803) 366-4792. Joe Don Billie, the 
Seminole Tribe’s wildlife officer and 
NAF&WS member can be reached at (954) 
684-3080. 

The planning of the Youth 
Practicum was one of the main topics when 
the NAF&WS held its Southeast 2001 


Headquarters building on March 19-22. 

Along with planning the youth pro- 
gram, the guests also went over the issues 
facing tribes across the Southeast. 

According to Harris, the major issues facing 
tribal lands mirrors the problems facing 
wildlife agencies across the country. 

“We have the same issues that the 
nation has to deal with,” Harris said. “We’re 
concerned with water conservation and qual- 
ity, endangered species, wildlife manage- 
ment - generally the same issues that face 
all wildlife managers. 


Conference guests listen to speaker at meeting. 


“However, we have certain special 
issues, such as the tribal heritage and cus- 
toms that have to be considered. We try to 
get the tribes to work with and follow the 
laws and regulations. Out missions is to sup- 
port tribes in the development of sound fish 
and wildlife management programs and 
polices.” 


Regional Conference at the Seminole Tribal 


Flight For Life 


The story so far: Linda Osceola Fredericks and 
family have lived in Alaska since the 1970s but never had 
a year quite like 2000. Her recurring headaches get so bad 
she requires emergency treatment. But , there are no roads 
to her homestead 70 miles deep in the frozen outback. Her 
husband, Mike, uses a neighbor’s radio telephone to seek 
help. The Army sends a helicopter . . . 

W hile my son and 
I were waiting 
for my husband 
to return from using the 
telephone, I took a tape 
recorder and began to 
speak into it. I told my 
17-year-old son Philemon 
that it was just in case I 
blacked out. I recorded 
how I was feeling at the 
time so the doctors would 
have something to go by 
if I could not tell them 
when I got there. I also 
told Philemon to pack his 
bags because he was 
probably going with me. 

When my hus- 
band got back, he told us 
that we had to get ready 
to go because the helicop- 
ter was going to be com- 
ing pretty soon. He 
helped me down the stairs 
and into our amphibious 
six-wheeled four-passen- 
ger ATV. They covered 
me with sleeping bags 
and then we left for the 
little landing strip. 

The landing strip 
is on an island in the river 
about 3 A mile from our 
house. We crossed the 
frozen river slough and 
waited in the ATV. The 
ATV has a cab which 
traps the engine heat, so 
we were not too cold. 

In a little while, 
the helicopter appeared 
from the east, circled, 
then landed. At seven in 
the morning, it was still 
dark. While my husband 
had given them GPS 
coordinates to find us by, 
he still kept the ATV 
headlights shining, just in 
case. 

The paramedic jumped out of the helicopter and 
checked me out in the ATV before moving me. Then 
Philemon and I loaded into the still-running helicopter. My 
husband had to stay behind to take care of the animals at the 
homestead. At that time we did not know what was wrong 
and he was hoping that it was not too serious. He thought 


that he might have to come into Fairbanks in a day or two to 
see how I was doing. 

One of our church members works in the hospital 
emergency room and when she saw that I was coming in on 
a Medivac, she called the other members of our church right 
away. After being whisked from the helicopter into the hos- 
pital, I don’t remember much. One thing I do remember, 
though, is waking up and seeing my brothers and sisters in 

the Lord around me. They did 
not bother me with a lot of 
questions because they knew I 
could not answer them. I know 
now that a lot of people were 
praying for me, but at the time 
I was like a helpless baby, not 
knowing much of anything. 

After doing some 
CAT- scans, the doctors found 
that there was some bleeding 
in my brain. At first they were 
going to send me to 
Anchorage, but after a while 
decided to send me to Seattle. 
We had to wait for a Lear Jet 
to be flown from Anchorage 
350 miles away to take us to 
Seattle about 2,000 miles to 
the south. 

My friend who works 
at the hospital sent a message 
to my husband over a local 
radio station that I had a brain 
bleed and was going to be 
flown to Seattle. My husband 
was working outside when he 
heard the news. He told me 
later that it was as if someone 
had taken a club and knocked 
him to his knees when he 
heard it. He immediately 
found someone to take care of 
the farm preparations, so he 
could chase after me. 

The Lear Jet arrived 
at Fairbanks in the afternoon 
and we took off for Seattle. 
Philemon rode in the back of 
the jet while I was in a bed in 
the front. The pilots and med- 
ical attendants were the only 
passengers. All I could do was 
lay there and look at the back 
of the jet. The flight took a lit- 
tle over three hours. 

Philemon was going 
through a lot of changes. The 
day before, he was living in 
the woods, home schooling 
and cross country skiing by himself on the frozen river. 
Suddenly he had been lifted out of the wilderness in an 
army helicopter and now was in a Lear Jet speeding towards 
a big city. 

— Next issue: Linda’s condition requires surgery, and the 
family copes with her condition. 
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Vour Neighborhood Grocery 
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WE’VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Photos by Peter B. Gallagher and Tom Gallaher Max Osceola Jr. and daughter Megan at sunset. 


(L-R) Everett Osceola, Ray Beccerra, Swamp Owl and Rene Castle helped liven up the special evening. 


Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 

We offer up front seating for 




POLING DOWN THE RIVER: Chief Jim Billie and family skim to the Stranahan dock. 


POLE MAN: Resplendent in Seminole long shirt, Charles Hiers helps celebrate the Stranahan House’s 100th year. 

100 Years On The New River 


FORT LAUDERDALE — Straw hats, long shirts, Seminole 
jackets and stylish country gowns were fashion statements on an unusu- 
al evening, March 24, when the Stranahan House celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on the banks of downtown’s New River. 

Speeches by Mayor Jim Naugle and a host of other communi- 
ty leaders followed a dramatic entrance by Seminole Chief Jim Billie, his 
brother Charles Hiers and Swamp Owl poling dugout canoes down the 
river at sunset. The crowd applauded for the Chief and his sons and 
nephew, who traversed the thin river lined with huge yachts and sea- 
walls. Swamp Owl, resplendent in top hat, held a parasol in one hand 
and a fishing pole with his toes, looking over his shoulder in case the 
Jungle Queen might suddenly appear to “swamp” his vessel. 

A gourmet buffet dinner was consumed by 400 people 
perched on tables all along the Stranahan’s riverbank. The audience 

included dozens of special guest Seminole citizens, many 
of them elders who spent quality time here at this former 
trading post as children. This is one of two historic sites 
(See Page 24) where Seminoles first interacted with non- 
Indians following their isolation after the Third Seminole 
War. 

The evening ended on a high musical note with a 
concert by Chief Jim Billie and band. Many in attendance 
had never heard the Chief’s music before and he was treat- 
ed royally by applause and comment. He summed up the 
Seminole’s view of this special night with a verse from his 
signature song Old Ways: 

With microchip computers and super sonic speed / And all the 
newest miracles that man can yet achieve / III pass on what I have 
learned from the days of long ago/ And the old ways will survive. 

— Peter B. Gallagher 



Concerts u Theatre u 
Sportsu Local & 
Nationwide events 

ULTIMATE TRAVEL & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 


Upcoming Events 

r'NSync rZeta’s Bonzai 

rBrooks&Dunn r Moody Blues 

r James Taylor rOutkast 

rPhilLesh r Matchbox Twenty 

r Miami Grand Prix rOzzfest 

rEric Clapton rDave Matthews Band 

r Marlins rHeat 



Friendly Swamp Owl made his first public appearance since an alligator chomped his right hand last year. 


Operated by Grand Residents 
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Health Comer 


Family Services Target Youth 
Through “Choices” Program 


By B. Secody 

IMMOKALEE — Several weeks ago the 
Immokalee Family Services Department implemented a 
program targeted at the youth population in an effort to 


educate children and teens about the perils of drug and 
alcohol use. Immokalee Council and Board 
Representatives Elaine Aguilar and Dolores Jumper have 
both been instrumental in the implementa- 
tion of the program. 

The aptly-named “Choices” pro- 
gram was designed to provide alternatives 
to using drugs and alcohol, and help young 
people make wise choices about their use. 

Using familiar situations, Family Services 
counselors Benny Secody and Billie Napper 
use examples from everyday life to relate to 
the children. Tangible items where dis- 
played and spoken about. Many of the par- 
ticipants are able to relate to most situations 
discussed and identify the items in question. 

Counselors have found children are 
knowledgeable about the repercussions of 
drug and alcohol abuse, and many of them 
have stories and instances of their own they 
want to share with the group. They have 
seen and learned by experience the dangers 
and risks of substance abuse. Some related 
personal experiences involving their own 
family members. 

The program has been well- 
received by the youth and parents - 


although parents do not attend. A certain unspoken con- 
fidentiality and camaraderie exists between participants 
and staff, which makes for a comfortable meeting. The 
youth seem to feel more at ease knowing there are others 

who have experienced 
similar situations, and 
know they would not 
want their own personal 
situation discussed out- 
side the group. The group 
is held every Wednesday 
afternoon from 3:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., specifically for 
youth from five through 
1 6 years of age at the 
Immokalee gym. 

Once the group 
winds up for the day, the 
youth are allowed to play 
at the gym until the food 
arrives. Kentucky Fried 
Chicken or pizza is pro- 
vided to all participants 
by the Immokalee 
Recreation Department. 
Occasionally, when par- 
ents come to pick up their 
kids, they are invited to 
join the group for refresh- 
ments. 

Family Services 
is pleased with the suc- 
cess with the program to 
date and encourage par- 
ents in the area to send 
their children. Plans are currently being discussed by the 
department to expand the program to other reservations. 




Family Services counselor Billie Napper provides lessons on making proper choices. 


2001 Annual Health And Career Day 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — The 2001 Annual 
Health and Career Day was held at the Brighton 
Gymnasium. Sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Health and Education Departments, the 
hours were between 10am and 2 pm with a conti- 
nental breakfast and lunch served. 

Brighton Education Counselor Louise 
Gopher and Health Director Connie Whidden 
chaired the festivities for the day. Suzanne Davis’ 
tireless efforts made the day a great one for all 
who participated. 

“Objectives for this year’s event were to 
expose students to a variety of careers and voca- 
tions, to emphasize the importance of health as a 
lifelong commitment, to encourage students to 
set goals and stick to them, but also it is never 
too late to go after your dreams and ambitions, 
no matter your age,” said Davis. 

Fifty booths were filled with representa- 
tives from seven junior colleges and major uni- 
versities. Represented were Florida State 
University, the University of Florida, University 
of South Florida’s College of Nursing, Florida 
Atlantic University, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, and Indian River Community 
College. Career booths were staffed by represen- 
tatives from Walt Disney World 4 s Magic 
Kingdom, Seminole Police Department, Brighton 
Volunteer Fire Department, “Tantanka” Chris 
Chavis a Native American World Class Wrestler, 
Raulerson Hospital, Seminole Indian Casino and 
a delegation from Florida Gov. Jeb Bush’s 
Council on Indian Affairs. 

The students, who ranged from 1 st 
through 12th grade, circled the building, stop- 
ping at various tables of interest. Each student 
received a sign-off sheet and at each career booth 
he or she visited, they asked to have their book 
signed off by the booth official. About 150 stu- 
dent were expected to take advantage of the day 
scheduled during Spring Break session. 

Booth participants were asked to fill out 
a questionnaire for feedback, comments and sug- 


gestions to improve and ensure the program’s 
continued success. 

Seminole Tribe of Florida Board 
President Mitchell Cypress was on hand as were 
council members Jack Smith Jr. of Brighton and 
David Cypress of the Big Cypress Reservation. 
Each spoke to the young Tribal citizens stressing 
the value of a formal education and the impor- 
tance of good health and how the two work 
together. A strong body and a healthy mind will 
make you healthy, wealthy and wise. 

Davis also wanted to thank Brighton 
Board Representative Alex Johns, the Chairman’s 
Office and Brighton Recreation for their support 
of the program. 



Florida Gulf Coast University staff man one of the booths at the Brighton Career Day festival. 



Volunteer Fireman Jeff Johns with son Jacoby. 


Celebrating Health, Fitness, And Mitchell 



BIRTHDAY BOY: Tribal President Mitchell Cypress shows off a gift. 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — 

The end of March is significant 
for two reasons. It marks the 
start of National Diabetes Alert 
week and leads to April, the 
birth month of Seminole Tribal 
President Mitchell Cypress. It 
is fitting that the nation cele- 
brates a cause near and dear to 
Cypress’s heart. 

To commemorate both 
events, the Health Department 
put on an extravaganza under a 
big white tent on April 2. It 
was a celebration of health, fit- 
ness, and the Tribal President’s 
birthday. 

Friends and family 
gathered under the big top to 
praise, thank, and support 
Cypress on his special day. 

Combining it with a Health 
and Fitness Celebration was a 
way to introduce positive dia- 
betes dialogue to the communi- 
ty. The goal was to spread the 
message that you can live well with diabetes by tak- 
ing an active role in your health care. 

“Mitchell has been an especially effective 
role model in demonstrating that patient attitude is of 
paramount importance in the overall health of the 
individual,” said Suzanne Davis, Health Educator 


and organizer of the event. 

“Mitchell has been extremely successful in 
lowering his blood sugar, blood pressure, cholesterol 
and triglyceride levels through adherence to his med- 
ication schedule and attention to exercise and eating 
habits.” 

Numerous people took to the microphone to 
offer their best wishes and thanks to Cypress includ- 
ing Health Director Connie Whidden. Whidden 
thanked Mitchell for his unending support of the 
Health Department, his willingness to help provide 
the programs needed to combat diabetes within the 
Tribe, and for providing a positive image to all. 


The Seminole Tribe has a major genetic ten- 
dency toward diabetes. According to Indian Health 
Services, it’s not a matter of “if’ a Seminole will 
develop diabetes but “when.” Education and a diet 
and exercise program started early can help to delay 
the onset and debilitating consequence of the disease. 

Cypress has 
become a role 
model for many in 
the Tribe as he 
fights every day to 
control the dis- 
ease. He, and oth- 
ers, can be seen 
working out in the 
Big Cypress Gym 
on any given day 
under the direction 
of Vicky 
Barogiannis, a 
personal trainer he 
jg brought to the 
S Reservation. 
Barogiannis works 
with any Tribal 
citizen who wants 
to get fit and exer- 
cise. 

Luncheon was 
catered for the 
event and included 
only healthy foods. Even the cake was lowfat and 
sugar- free. Davis carefully planned the menu to show 
how a person can eat healthy and still eat well. 

For more information regarding the diabetes 
program, call your nearest Reservation Health 
Department. There are specialists on each 
Reservation who can help you take control of your 
diabetes or any health problem. 

President Cypress said if he could get one 
wish on his birthday, it would be that his people sur- 
vive and stay healthy. The Seminole will not let a 
disease conquer them when an entire U.S. Army 
couldn’t. 



Tribal Health Department staff enjoy the healthy food provided to guests at event. 



Sobriety Walkers gather for group shot after their early morning walk that began at 7 a.m. 


Walk For Sobriety On-Time, Early 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Contrary to popular 
belief that everything runs on “Indian Time” in 
Seminole Country, the Sobriety Walk started right 
on time at 7 a.m. last Saturday. The Big Cypress 
Sobriety Walk was coordinated by Helen Buster, 

RN, at the Big Cypress Clinic and head of the 
Seminoles In Recovery Committee. Members of 
Health Education and the Diabetes Clinic assisted in 
putting on the event. The seven-mile walk was part 
of an effort to have walks on each reservation to 
create and encourage awareness towards living a 
sober and healthy lifestyle. Sometimes the walks 
concentrate on raising money for different things 
like keeping Sober House in Brighton operating. 

The starting point and meeting spot was at 
the Henry Osceola Senior Center for registration at 
6:30 a.m. The turn around point was the entrance to 
Billie Swamp Safari. Twenty-six participants 
showed up to walk and jog and support the cause of 
recovery from alcohol and substance abuse. Some 
celebrated years of sobriety, stability and a great 
appreciation for their quality of life. 

Once the last of the walkers started arriving 
at the finish line, tables were set up and lunch was 
laid out for the tired. Of course, some took it with 
an easy stride and didn’t even look all that tired. 

This group included Big Cypress Board Rep. 

Manuel “Mondo” Tiger, Clifton Billie, Jimmie 
Osceola and a few others who did their seven miles 
at a steady run. Before lunch was served Suzanne 
Davis, Health Educator for the Tribe, gave a talk on 
health care for diabetics. She pointed out the 
extreme importance of not only a balanced diet but 
of an exercise program to help in fighting the deteri- 
oration of health caused by this disease. 

Others in the group cited exercise as their 


greatest medicine in fighting the disease of addic- 
tion. Juanita Osceola, shared that she’s been sober 
for over three years and attributes walking as a 
major factor in dealing with any kind of stress and 
staying focused on healthy life. Tribal President 
Mitchell Cypress is also a great example of some- 
one who turned his life around from alcohol and the 
adverse effects of diabetes. Cypress commended the 
participants for showing up and praised several peo- 
ple like Martha Jones and Jimmie Osceola for their 
“take no prisoners” attitude towards maintaining 
their exercise programs. He wholeheartedly supports 
any event that increases awareness and encourages 
people to have a better life. 

Carolyn Billie, who manages business 
operations for the Hollywood Board, told the group 
she wanted to participate in this walk to celebrate 
her 12 years of sobriety and her commitment to 
sticking to a walking program. Helene Buster 
thanked everyone for their participation and shared 
parts of her road to recovery. She talked about her 
current training and involvement in marathon run- 
ning, something she would have never dreamed pos- 
sible at one time. She also has over 12 years sobri- 
ety and is constantly working to help others and 
sharing her personal message of hope. 

The atmosphere was positive and uplifting 
due to the enthusiasm displayed by everyone. The 
turn out was good and the hope is involvement of 
community members will only increase. 

Helene Buster wants to let everyone know 
applications for the Wellness Conference in Marco 
Island for 2001 are being accepted at this time. 
Contact: Helene Buster (Big Cypress), Michele 
Thomas (Brighton), or Ralph Billie (Hollywood). 
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HUMOR 


Lightning Tales 


Seminole Casino News 


S o here I am Raiford Starke driving back roads 
at eight in the morning when I see a mangy cat 
staggering all over the white line like an old 
drunk rez dog. I swung a U-turn to help the pathetic 
creature. Half its hair was gone. Serial emaciation. 
Either Rue Paul just walked by after running a 
marathon or the stench of 
near death hung in the poor 
kitty’s air. Its eyes were 
swollen so shut that 
whiskers crisscrossed the 
cat’s face like monofila- 
ment on an old seafarer’s 
cast net. 

I grabbed a towel 
and picked him up. I drove 
to the local animal hospital. Dr. Timothy Me Vet took 
one look at the cat, and ordered tests. I would’ve 
passed the first one, but I couldn’t get the capital of 
Iowa correct. 

“Mr. Starke,” said Dr. McVet. “Nothing to 
vorry. Your cat has no vip-lash. Your cat has an ele- 
wated vite blood count. He is in the early stages of 
Mad Crow, but I think ve can clear that up.” 

I paid McVet 250 bucks to treat and board 
the cat for a couple of weeks and went off to my job 
at the Starkansaw Tribune to inform all the office 
gals of my good deed. I even had plans to bring the 
mongrel to work, perched up on my shoulder like a 
parrot, while girls oohed and ahhed. 

It was a short-lived fantasy. The phone rang. 
Bad news came quickly from McVet: “I’m wery 
sorry Mr. Starke,” he said, “But your new kitty expi- 
wierd late last night. It turns out that he had a wery 
bad case of wiral pneumonia ...” 

Readers of this column know this is my life. 
I take hits like this every day, shake ‘em off, and 
move on. Besides, I was late for the Chief Billie gig 
in Chokoloskee. I turned on the radio and the weath- 
erman predicted rain. Then he started in on the wind 
conditions. I shut off the radio. I don’t need any 
weatherman to tell me which way the wind blows. 

In fact, the Sun was shining down on the 
stage next to the of Smallwood Store. The Chief 
blew his throat out emceeing the 97 categories of the 
clothing contest and told me to finish his set after 
about 20 minutes, menacing, dark clouds started 
rolling in. I thought I felt a drop of water hit my 
forearm. 

I heard the drummer yell to the keyboard 
player from behind me. “You tell him!” 

“Why do I always have to be the one?,” the 
keyboard player shot back. 

I turned to the drummer to see what it was 
all about: “Look,” he said, “ It’s not me, you under- 
stand. It’s the rest of the guys in the band. They think 
you should wrap this song up and get someone to 
strike this band gear before we get rained on.” 

“I got a better idea,” I said, “ How ‘bout 
going to ‘G’ and doing ‘Who’ll Stop the Rain?”’ 

“Are you outta your mind?” he screamed, 
“It’s not just the rain. It’s the lightning.” 

“Aw c’mon,” I said, “We won’t let a few 
measly ions stop a Raiford Starke show, will we?” 

I glanced down at my picking hand. The 
hairs on my forearm and knuckles were standing 
straight up. Next thing I see is a blinding flash and 
my ears began a drum solo. 

Next thing you know, I’m in this pitch black 
tunnel and a tiny pinpoint of light at the end just 


keeps getting bigger and BIGGER. Then it spits me 
out into a white fluffy cloud kind of place. I see a 
portly old hippie walking around with granny glasses 
and tie-dyed shirt. He turned and looked at me. I 
couldn’t believe my eyes. It was Jerry Garcia! 

Then I see John Lennon and Princess Di 

walk by along with JFK and 
Marilyn Monroe! Well I’ll 
be. JFK really did cheat on 
Jackie. Then came the big 
shocker! From behind Cloud 
# 3 came a familiar four- 
legged critter. It was that 
cat! He was exactly the 
same as I remembered him, 
all mangy and rank. 

“I know you,” he said. “You’re that man 
who tried to save me! You should clean your car.” 

I looked around at Jerry, Jimi, Marilyn, 

JFK, George Bums and Sam Jones. Then I peered 
down at the pungent pussy purring on my pant leg. 
Suddenly, something came whooshing right by me 
and nearly knocked me off of my cloud. 

“Who was that, Dale Earnhardt?” I said. 

“No that’s Wang Wei, the Chinese pilot. 

He’s a new arrival,” said the cat. “He likes to fly 
around in his F -8 and scare the heck out of every- 
body. Look out! Here he comes again ...” 

The turbulence got me off balance, and I 
started spinning round and round into a kaleidoscop- 
ic warp drive that I haven’t experienced since the 
sixties. It didn’t stop until I found myself lying face 
up. Everything was blurry. I could hear voices. 

“Hey Raiford, can you hear me?” 

“Wake up, man — don’t leave us.” 

Everything started to come into focus and I 
could see all the band guys looking over me. 

Whinin’ Bob, Gravytrain. Sasquatch Shelly. 
Complainin’ Jeff. “What’s goin’ on here?” I said. 

“Man you got zapped by bolt of lightning. 
We thought you were a goner!” said Gravytrain. 

“Where’s Chief?” I mumbled, lapsing in 
and out of consciousness. 

Sasquatch slapped my face and pointed to 
stage right where Chief Billie was furiously scrib- 
bling the words to his new song: “Raiford Crossed 
Over.” A bunch of guitar pickers - Hollywood Dave, 
Dickey Betts, Ken Crawfish, Sam Tommie - were 
lined up to audition for my spot. Even ol’ Sunset 
Beach Pete showed up: “Chief, I know Leapin’ 

Lizard and Stockbroker Took My Girl.” 

I wiped my eyes. There was my girlfriend 
Lowella with her guitar, tugging on the Chief’s arm: 
“You need a chick in your band, Chief. I can play the 
part.” 

The cat whispered in my ear: “You best get 
up, my friend. Heaven ain’t gonna work for you right 
now.” One more pass by the Chinese pilot and 
whoooosh I stood up and everybody cheered. The 
band members all gathered around me: “Thank God, 
Raiford. We didn’t want no chick in the band,” said 
Bob. 

I started relating my out of body experience, 
and my brief encounter with the other side ...” 

“Wow that’s pretty cool,” Complainin’ Jeff 
said the first time I paused for breath. “Oh by the 
way — not to change the subject — but do you have 
our checks?” 

— Raiford Starke is a Fort Lauderdale based guitar 
player who listens to Rush Limbaugh. 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO AND 
GAMING — Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6 , Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 
34974 . (800) 360-9875. 

The casino is offering 
Eggstraordinary Easter Jackpots for the 
first 15 days of April. Special Easter 
paper will be on sale from the floor 
clerk for $2 per sheet in the bingo room. 

During the night games bingo with an 
“E” pattern (left, top, bottom, and mid- 
dle row through the Free space) wins a 
jackpot $400. 

On Easter Sunday, April 15, packs will be 
$15 and $25 with $150 and $250 regular game pay- 
outs. The Eggstraordinary Jackpot, accumulated floor 
sales from the 1st through the 14th 
over $200 from each night plus the 
floor sales from the night of the 15th, 
will be a Must Go. 

Spring Fling savings will be 
offered on all packs every Friday in 
April. All packs will be $10 and $20 
and still pay $150 and $250. 

The latest poker room craze “Rack Attack’ 
is coming to the Casino in April. Three 
lucky poker players will be drawn to 
select and rack as many poker chips as 
possible within 60 seconds from a pile of 
chips scattered on the table in front of 
them. Of course they will be blindfolded 
to add a little fun and increase the chal- 
lenge. 

To qualify and receive a draw- 
ing ticket, a player must buy into a main 
tournament on Tuesday, Saturday or the 
Sunday All Ladies tournament or be a poker player 
with an aces-full or better poker hand in a live action 
game, mini or main tournament. 

Drawing tickets will have the sched- 
uled date of the event printed on 
them. 

Rack Attack chips will 
include $500 in Casino poker chips, 

$30 in gift certificates for the Josiah Restaurant, free 
mini tournament pass, free drinks in the poker room 
for one month (excluding alcoholic beverages), a 
Mystery chip and a Joker chip. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO — 5550 
N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977- 
6700. 

April festivities will kick-off spring and the 
Easter celebration. Two special performers planned 


for the month are Headway featuring Donna per- 
forming top 40 hits, oldies, and a little bit of country 
on April 15 from 7:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. and The 
Tommy Nehls Trio, one of Florida’s 
hottest jazz performers, on April 29 
from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

The jazz doesn’t stop as the casino 
will give away a grand prize trip for two 
to New Orleans including hotel and air- 
fare. 

Coconut Creek Casino announces 
the winner of the Harley Davidson 
motorcycle. At 1:15 a.m. Saturday 
morning, Mr. Robert Petro of Jupiter, FL. hit it big 
with $200,200 capturing the cash and the cycle. In 
addition, Mr. Petro continued playing and won an 
additional $74,000 the same day. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO 
OF HOLLYWOOD — 4150 N. S.R. 
7, Hollywood, FL. 33021. (954) 961- 
3220 or (800) 323-5452. 

April is full of excitement at the 
casino. Every Tuesday and Thursday 
get $5 off the matinee bingo session. Every 
Wednesday evening is Triple nickel night with a $15 
admission price and $5 off nite owl 
bingo. All day each Monday Ko Na Wi 
cardholders can receive triple points. 

Easter Sunday, April 15, bingo will 
be closed for matinee and mini pack ses- 
sion to prepare for the night special give- 
away. Starting at 5 p.m. the bingo doors 
open with 25 gift baskets to be given 
away during the evening session and 10 
baskets during the nite owl. Manager’s 
specials will be given out all day long. 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 34142. 

(941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. 
Beginning in May, the casino will 
start new summer shuttle hours for 
pick-up and departure in the Fort 
Myers and Naples areas. Pick up a 
copy of the new schedule at the 
casino or call Groups and Marketing Department to 
have one sent to you. 

Lots of events are planned for May includ- 
ing a $10,000 giveaway and a Caribbean cruise. 
Watch the May 4 issue of the Tribune for more 
details. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 



LUCKY CHARM: Robert Petro of Jupiter won $200,200 and a cycle, then $74,000 later that day. 
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Board 

Continued from page 1 

was happy the Board was invited to participate in the 
LaBelle Swamp Cabbage Festival parade for the sec- 
ond year and the Clewiston Sugar Festival Parade 
for the first time: “Due to poor communication with 
those communities we had never been invited and 
it’s my hope to open communication and work closer 
with those communities to build better business 
opportunities for the Tribe.” 

As for potential investment ideas, Tiger 
noted discussions the Board has had with ESPN 
regarding a hotel with an 18-hole PGA approved 
golf course. The site being suggested is adjacent to 
the new parking lot currently under construction at 
the entrance to Billie Swamp Safari. 

Tiger said another idea brought him 
involved a “water theme” park combined with the 
hotel and golf course project. However, Tiger 


Frey 

Continued from page 1 

gaming is not part of their plans in Osceola County, 
a string of Sentinel stories by Hunt, filled with 
unsubstantiated ravings from Osceola commission- 
ers, have provided job security for Bachelor. The for- 
mer state legislator is paid $60,000 a year by 
Osceola County just to lobby against Seminole casi- 
nos. 

“It’s to Bachelor’s benefit to keep some sort 
of scare or mania going,” says Pete Gallagher, of 
Seminole Communications. “The Osceola County 
Commission and Hunt are making this man a pretty 
good living at the taxpayers’ expense.” 

The Tribe closed last month on a 1,124-acre 
parcel of land west of St. Cloud. 

“Covering all the bases is what I want to 
talk about,” Smith, who proposed hiring Frey, was 


Nicaragua 

Continued from page 1 


over there it would be $1.3 million. 

“We bought 6,000 acres there, and about 
3,000 head of cattle. We have sunk about $2-3 mil- 
lion.” 

Chang- Alloy later presented the Tribe’s real 
estate and cattle assets as $2.4 million in land, and 
about $1 million in cattle. For the last fiscal year, 
ending June 30, 2000, the operation showed a gross 
profit of $26,000 with currency exchange losses of 
$130,000. Chang-Alloy said the ranch and cattle 
could be sold, “and you could still recover your 
money.” 

“We have not lost anything,” Billie said. 

“It’s been sustaining itself.” The Chairman also 
noted that the Tribe has an interest in a Hard Rock 
Cafe whose neon guitar symbol glows from atop a 
hotel in Managua. 

On April 6, the Miami Herald reported that 
a 95 -room hotel and Hard Rock Cafe were set to 
open next month. According to Cox, quoted in the 
story, the hotel will compete for business travelers 
by offering lower room rates ($90 versus the $125-a- 
night and higher rates charged by other hotels). 

“With the price of land and labor in 
Managua, we felt it could generate profit, as well as 
help the economic situation of the country,” Cox told 
Herald reporter Frances Robles. 

The reporter also wrote that, “So far, the 
Tribe has put about $ 1 0 million into a hotel and 
restaurant” and “The Seminoles have purchased the 
Hard Rock franchise for all of Central and South 
America.” 

Cox says the reporters’ figures are wrong: 

“I don’t know where they got that number, and I 
absolutely stand by my report that the Tribe put in 
no investment.”. 

‘Free Money’ 

At the Hollywood Community meeting, 

Cox said the Tribe had an interest in other Hard 
Rock franchises besides Hollywood and Tampa, but 
that there was no Tribal investment in the deal. He 
called it “free money.” 

“The Tribe has a seven percent gross inter- 
est in the company Hard Rock Americas,” Cox told a 
large, sometimes boisterous crowd at the Hollywood 
Auditorium. “That works out to ten percent of net 
income. If the Tribe doesn’t want free money, the 
(Tribal) Council just needs to pass a resolution that 
they don’t want that money. There’s enough people 
in the world that would jump at the opportunity. But 
the key to the contract is no investment, just rev- 
enue.” 

Asked if there was any downside to the 
franchising scheme, Cox said, “The downside is that 
it’s only for 50 years. If you build these things, and 
they don’t make any money, what have you lost? 
Nothing. What is their potential gain? There’s 14 
countries we could go into.” 

He mentioned taking over money-losing 
Hard Rock operations in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
and Lima, Peru. The Herald reported the Tribe 
intended to break ground on a Hard Rock in Costa 
Rica in two months. 

In response to a question by Coconut Creek 
Casino General Manager Jo-Lin Osceola, Cox said, 
“Everything that I have done has been backed up by 
resolution, and has been presented at open Council. 

It has a motion, a second and in most cases it has a 
unanimous vote.” 

However, it was not clear how much of the 
Managua and franchising side of the Hard Rock deal 
had ever been before Council. 

Nor, until the apparently erroneous Herald 
story, had the ownership of the Hard Rock Managua 
been revealed. 

When asked later by Tribune reporter Janice 
Billie about rumors that he and Tribal employee Dan 
Wisher are the actual owners of Hard Rock 
Managua, Cox said he and Wisher own only a “per- 
centage.” When the Tribe did not act on the deal, he 
and Wisher secured financing themselves to invest in 
completing the hotel. 

Cox says he cut the Tribe in for 10 percent 
of any profits - “free money” — a move Cox felt 
appropriate since the deal was originally designed 
for the Tribe. 

“It was a good deal waiting for someone to 
take it,” said Chairman Billie. “We all knew that 
when we first saw the building. If I had the money, 
at the time, I would have taken the deal myself. Tim 
and Dan were able to raise the money. I don’t see 
anything wrong with that.” 

The Herald reporter told the Tribune she 
got her information from Nicaraguan Tourism 
Minister Rene Molina. Attempts to reach Molina 
were unsuccessful. 

In Nicaragua, when Garcia saw the story, “I 
knew it would be a shocker to the Community. We 


stressed, everything is only in a discussion stage and 
one purpose of this meeting was to build awareness 
and encourage feedback from the community. 

Another investment idea discussed con- 
cerned the Board purchasing property in Clewiston. 
A definite site has not been determined but the 
Community will be kept apprised of developments 
on that idea. 

Tiger informed Community members the 
Board cattle program has improved its financial 
standing: “When I took office the deficit for the pro- 
gram was $683,000. After two years, that deficit was 
reduced by half.” 

The Tribe “is working towards independ- 
ence from subsidies by the year’s end.” Tiger said 
the devastation from mad cow and hoof and mouth 
disease in Europe is opening an opportunity for 
domestic cattle owners. The choice to raise Brangus, 
Tiger said, was a wise decision due to the increase in 
demand for lean meat by health-conscious con- 
sumers. 


quoted as saying in the Sentinel “I think we need to 
do everything we can do and try some things we 
can’t do, to speak to the wishes of the people of 
Florida and specifically the people of Osceola 
County.” 

For Batchelor’s $60 grand, he said he has 
gotten support from the governor, the state attorney 
general, and from lawmakers in Washington. 
According to the Sentinel, Batchelor rejects the 
Tribe’s denials on gaming: “Their long-term goal is 
to develop casinos in Florida. It’s not necessarily 
nefarious. It’s a business proposition. We don’t want 
that business.” 

“Here’s a man making $60,000 a year - tax- 
payers money - for fighting the Seminoles over 
nothing,” marveled Seminole Chairman James Billie, 
who sent a contingent to discuss the Tribe’s land 
purchase with the Sentinels editorial board last year. 
“I wonder why the newspaper doesn’t look into 
that!” 


had just had a big meeting to explain there was no 
Tribal investment.” 

Tribe Was Informed 

“It’s a flat-out conflict of interest any way 
you slice it,” said Seminole General Counsel Jim 
Shore. Shore said he could recall no meeting, open 
or closed, where the Tribal Council was informed 
that Cox and Wisher had an ownership interest in the 
Nicaraguan Hard Rock. 

Nor could Secretary Priscilla Sayen recall 
any discussion of Cox’s and Wisher’s financial inter- 
est in Hard Rock Cafes at any Council meeting, open 
or closed. 

“I haven’t heard anything about it until 
now,” Sayen said. 

A review of Tribal Council Resolution No: 
C-341-00, however, reveals that the Council, as well 
as Shore and Sayen, were informed of Cox’s person- 
al involvement in the Central and South American 
Hard Rock developments. 

The Resolution sought the consent of 
Council for a business engagement between Cox and 
Power Plant Entertainment LLC (developers of the 
Hollywood and Tampa Hard Rock projects for the 
Cordish Group), whereby Cox would be contracted 
as a special consultant and be compensated with 
"monetary payments and/or as a minority equity par- 
ticipant." The Resolution also declares that the Tribe 
"will receive a portion of the profit from the Central 
and South development and any other projects where 
Tim Cox is involved with Power Plant Entertainment 
LLC." 

Wisher was not mentioned in the 
Resolution, but, according to Cox, the entire arrange- 
ment was explained to Council during the Resolution 
“discussion” phase prior to voting. 

The action was required by the original July 
20 development agreement between the Tribe and 
Power Plant, in which the developer promised to 
secure written consent for "all business engagements 
with Seminole Tribe of Florida members, employees 
and Officers." 

Resolution C-341-00 was read by Ms. 

Sayen and passed Aug. 31, 2000 after okays from all 
Council members (except for Vice Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, who was not present). 

Cox sees no conflict of interest. “Members 
of the Tribal Council have their own businesses and 
have asked the Tribe for money to invest in their pri- 
vate businesses. Any deal the Tribe doesn’t want and 

I think it’s a good deal, I’ll take it.” 

The audience at the Hollywood Community 
meeting also heard Cox discuss the interest rate on 
what has become a $400-million-plus financing 
package for the two Hard Rock projects approved by 
the Council for Hollywood and Tampa. Discussions 
leading to the recently revised contract began in 
February 2000 when, as Shore noted, Cox and 
Wisher traveled to Baltimore. 

Interest Rate Dispute 

“The interest rate that was negotiated, the 
first thing we did was we went out and negotiated 
the Hard Rock,” Cox said. “The Cordish Company 
had to guarantee an interest rate. They said, 4 1 don’t 
think we can get it under 11 percent.’ I said, ‘Put 
your money where your mouth is. If you can get it to 

I I despite the fact that the Mohegan Sun (Casino) 
had just closed a deal for 14 V 2 percent in a state 
(Connecticut) that has a compact ... So they came 
back and said, ‘OK, we guarantee 11 percent, any- 
thing over 11 percent we’ll pay for.’ We went on, we 
continued to negotiate, continued to work and we 
present a deal that comes in at 7 percent interest, 4 
percent less than what I got them to agree to.” 

The interest rate reported by Cox at the 
March 1 3 meeting when the Council approved three 
resolutions on the Hard Rock projects in Florida, 
was 7.8 percent — an impressive savings if the 
Mohegan Tribe — owners of the Mohegan Sun and 
developers of a 32-story hotel in Uncasville, CT, and 
other projects requiring financing at more than twice 
the level of the Seminole Hard Rocks - actually did 
borrow money at 14 V2 percent. But, they did not. 

“The interest rates were 8 1/8 percent for 
the senior notes and 8 % for the subordinate notes,” 
said Jayne Fawcett, Tribal Ambassador for the 
Mohegan Tribe - a member, along with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida — of the United South and 
Eastern Tribes (USET). 

The difference between the 7.8 percent 
interest the Seminoles are expected to pay on the 
Hard Rock loans, and the interest rate the Mohegans 
financed was closer to % of one percentage point. 

Shore said a forensic audit authorized by 
Council on March 13, would reveal Tribal spending 
in Nicaragua. The auditor, who is independent of the 
Council, has been hired, and has begun working. 
However, Shore said it would be “some time” before 
the audit is completed. 

-- Peter B. Gallagher contributed to this report. 


Census 

Continued from page 1 

Holmes said. “Most likely, I’d say it was a problem 
with the data capture. I can’t believe there was no 
population count for the Miccosukees. But, counting 
the population is only one part of the census. We also 
have to allocate those numbers to a specific spot. In 
this case, the reservations. 

“It would seem like there is an allocation 
problem more than a non-counting problem, but we 
have to wait to do a thorough search of the records to 
determine what caused the inconsistencies.” 

According to Holmes, the Census Bureau 
sent out questionnaires to all the known addresses on 
the reservations. To improve accuracy, the Census 
Bureau hired ‘census enumerators,’ either tribal mem- 
bers or people who were familiar with the reserva- 
tions to follow up on the counting process. 

“It’s the job of the enumerators to capture 
the data,” Holmes said. “That’s why I doubt that the 
Tribal members weren’t counted. I suspect it was a 
problem of assigning them to the right geographical 
area. In this case, reservations. But, we won’t know 
for sure until we finish going through the process to 
find out what went wrong.” 

Dale Grasshopper agrees with Holmes’ 
explanation. Grasshopper, who works for Big Cypress 
Councilman David Cypress as community liaison, 
coordinated the Census enumerators on Big Cypress. 

“That figure - 142 - is way off,” 

Grasshopper said. “I’d say that number is closer to 
the number of households on Big Cypress. My own 
guess is there are between 600 - 700 Tribal citizens 
on Big Cypress. 

“One possible explanation is that approxi- 
mately 70 percent of our residents get their mail at the 
Frank Billie Center. None of these people received a 
Census form. The only ones who received a Census 
form are those who have rural mail delivery or who 
get their mail in Clewiston. 

“My guess is that those people getting their 
mail at the Center were counted, but their numbers 
wound up being applied somewhere else. Marina 
Tigertail and other people worked to gather the num- 
bers of those who didn’t fill out their forms and I’m 
sure we have more than 110 people out here. There’s 
a mistake somewhere.” 

Richard Henry, the Tampa Reservation’s liai- 
son, agrees there’s a mistake with the Census figures, 
which list his community as having zero population. 

“I don’t know how they got that figure,” 
Henry said. “There are 12 apartments on the reserva- 
tion and we have two adults in each apartment. With 
kids and all, I’d say there are about 32 Tribal mem- 
bers here. 

“I had my office hand out a Census form to 
every apartment and I told everyone to make sure 
they filled out the forms and mail it to the address 
they said. We didn’t have an enumerator here. The job 
was posted, but no one applied. Maybe that was part 
of the problem, but I know we have people over 
here.” 

While the numbers were obviously off for 
some of the reservations, it appears the tally was 
accurate for others. The numbers for Immokalee is 
listed as 175 total, with 142 as Indian. 

“That sounds about right to me,” Elaine 
Aguilar, the Immokalee Council representative said. 

“I know that they worked hard to get the numbers 


right. I received a short census form and I filled it out. 
But, I know some people got the long form and it was 
confusing and they didn’t want to fill it out. 

“But, the Census Bureau hired three Tribal 
citizens - Jennie Martinez, Norita Yzaguirre and Gale 
Boone - to go out and count everyone. I’d say that 
number is just about right.” 

Brighton also came out with a count that 
seems right. Michele Thomas, the Chairman’s assis- 
tant on Brighton, said the 566 total number and 449 
Indians released by the Census Bureau makes sense. 

“I’ve been saying we’re about 400 people for 
many years,” Michele laughed. “But, I know we’ve 
grown. I’d say those numbers are right. I know they 
hired Casey Jones Baker and Judy Snow to help gath- 
er figures. I’d say the 449 number is right for 
Brighton.” 

Hollywood also shows numbers that seem 
right with a total of 2,051 residents and 538 Indians. 

“Those numbers sound right to me,” 
Hollywood Board member Carl Baxley said. “The 
Tribal citizen numbers are probably accurate, and we 
have a trailer park on the reservation that would 
bounce up the non-Indian numbers. I’d guess those 
figures are pretty close.” 

Still, over all, there are some numbers that 
aren’t quite right. Taking the Census figures, the num- 
ber of American Indians on all of the Seminole reser- 
vations is 1,239. Yet, Priscilla Sayen, the Tribe’s 
Secretary/Treasurer has just released the official vot- 
ing list which counts all Tribal citizens 1 8 and older. 
There are 1,018 eligible voters residing on the reser- 
vations. She reports there are also 2,733 Tribal citi- 
zens currently signed to receive dividends. 

“We always try to get an accurate count of 
everyone because the government says it’s important 
to help us get more money and benefits,” Priscilla 
said. “But, some of the older citizens have a cultural 
thing about being counted. They just don’t like to be 
counted. 

“So, I’m sure there are some who just refuse 
to participate in the Census. What can we do about 
that? We can’t force them.” 

Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress 
agrees, and says that the older citizens are leery of 
outsiders. 

“We have people out here (Big Cypress) who 
won’t open the door even to other Indians,” Cypress 
said. “If they don’t know you and know you well, 
they’re just not going to let you in. They stay away 
from outsiders. That’s the way it is.” 

While the numbers don’t add up yet, the 
Census Bureau, which is part of the Department of 
Commerce, has a method to resolve these issues with 
local governments. 

“We have a program called CQR - Count 
Question Resolution,” Holmes says. “This is a 
process that will start soon and run through 2002. It’s 
a chance for governments - such as the Seminole 
Tribe or the Miccosukee Tribe - to resolve questions 
concerning the census. The tribes will be able to 
resolve any count and allocation figures. 

“I’ve been through four census counts and 
every one has problems with certain areas or popula- 
tions. It’s something we expect and we work to make 
sure that all the numbers wind up counting in the 
right spots before we’re finished.” 

Billy Cypress, Chairman of the Miccosukee 
Tribe, declined to comment on the Census numbers 
listed for the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida Indians. It 
is believed there are 600 Miccosukee Indians in South 
Florida. 
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April 13, 2001 


Election Announcement For Immediate Publication 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida and The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., is announcing their Regular Election for 
the position of Tribal Council and Board of Directors Reservation Representative for the Big Cypress, Brighton and 
Hollywood Reservations. By our Tribal Constitution and Corporate Charter we are publicly announcing our Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Regular Election to be held on May 14, 2001. 


Notice Seminole Tribal Regular Election May 14, 2001: 

For Tribal Council Representatives and Board of Directors Representatives in accordance with the 
amended constitution and bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida: and the amended Corporate Charter of 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., a Regular Election is called for the following offices, on Monday, 

May 14, 2001. 

Seminole Tribe Of Florida & Seminole Tribe Of Florida, Inc. 

Tribal Council: Board Of Directors: 


Big Cypress 

Big Cypress 

Representative (1) 

Representative (1) 

Brighton 

Brighton 

Representative (1) 

Representative (1) 

Hollywood 

Hollywood 

Representative (1) 

Representative (1) 


Enrolled members of the Seminole Tribe who have reached their 18th birthday on or before April 15, 

2001, and who have lived on any combination of the reservations and Trust Lands ten (10) month out of 
each year for the past four years, are eligible to vote for the positions mentioned above. 

The representatives for Tribal Council and Board of Directors are voted for by residents of their respective 
reservations and Trust Land only. 

Eligible members who wish to become candidates may obtain a petition form from one of the Tribal 
Offices at Brighton, Big Cypress, and Hollywood, beginning April 16, 2001 or can obtain information 
from the Secretary/Treasurer of the Tribal Council and Board of Directors. The completed petitions from 
candidates must be in the hands of the Secretary/Treasurer no later Than 5:00 p.m. on or before April 24, 
2001 so that the announcement of candidates can be announced April 26, 2001. 

All eligible tribal members are urged to vote! 

Priscilla D. Sayen 
Secretary/Treasurer 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 

RESOLUTION NO. C- 

RE: Voting List For Regular Election May 14, 2001 

WHEREAS the Seminole Tribe of Florida is an organized Indian Tribe, as defined in Section 1 6 of the Act of 
June 18, 1934; and 

WHEREAS under article IV, Section 2 of the Amended Constitution and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida will hold a Regular Election of the Reservation Representatives for Big Cypress, Brighton and 
Hollywood to be held May 14, 2001; and 

WHEREAS the Election Board will be appointed and the following names with the alternates are the appointees; 
and 

Brighton Appointee Alternate 

Judge Leoma Simmons & Diane Snow 
Teller Jennie Shore & Vinson Osceola 
Clerk Louise Gopher & Richard Henry 
Hollywood Appointee Alternate 

Judge Josphine North & Christine Nevaquaya 
Teller Judy Baker & Diane Buster 
Clerk Ruscilla Tiger & Vernon Tiger 
Big Cypress Appointee Alternate 

Judge Betty King & Virginia Tommie 
Teller Caudia Doctor & Esther Buster 
Clerk Sylvia Marrero & Sue Lane Bert 

WHEREAS the appointees will be notified and, if decline, then the alternate will serve; and 

WHEREAS the fee paid to each board member is $1,000.00 for a total of $9,000. The printing of the ballots and 
related materials is estimated at $2,000.00 for a grand total of $11,000. more or less. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida hereby 
approve the names on the Election Board for the May 14, 2001, Regular Election of the Reservation 
Representatives. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Tribal Council approves the amount of $11,000. more or less, for the 
fees and related materials. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that this resolution is hereby adopted after motion by , 

seconded by , and roll call vote as follows: 

Chairman James E. Billie 

Vice Chairman Mitchell Cypress 

Council Representative Max B. Osceola, Jr. 

Council Representative David R. Cypress 
Council Representative Jack Smith, Jr. 

DONE THIS 7th DAY OF March, 2001, at the Special Joint Meeting of the Tribal Council and the Board of 

Directors, duly convened at Hollywood, Florida, a quorum being present by a vote of for, against, with _ 

abstentions. 

Chairman 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 
ATTEST: 

Secretary/Treasurer 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC. HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 

RESOLUTION NO. BD- 

WHEREAS the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., is a Federal Chartered Corporation as defined by Section 17 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 17, 1934, as amended; and 

WHEREAS under Article III, of its Bylaws of the Corporate Charter, the Board of Directors of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc., will hold a Regular Election of the Reservation Representatives for Big Cypress, Brighton 
and Hollywood on May 14, 2001; and 

WHEREAS the voting lists for residents of each reservation has been prepared for the Review of the Board of 
Directors; and 

WHEREAS the Board of Directors of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., desires to approve the eligible voters 
who have reached 18 years of age as of April 15, 2001 and are listed on the respective reservation voting lists; 
and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that the Board of Directors of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
accepts the voting lists as amended and approve the eligible voters who have reached 1 8 years of age as of April 
15, 2001, and are listed as eligible voters on their respective reservation votinglists and any member who ques 
tion their eligibility are encouraged to contact the Secretary/Treasurer and/or Representative before April 27, 
2001. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that this resolution is hereby adopted after motion by, seconded by, and roll call 
vote as follows: 

President Mitchell Cypress 
Vice President James E. Billie 
Board Representative Manuel Tiger 
Board Representative Alexander Johns 
Board Representative Elton C. Baxley 

DONE THIS 7th DAY OF March, 2001, at the Special Joint Meeting of the Tribal Council and the Board of 

Directors, duly convened at Hollywood, Florida a quorum being present by a vote of for, , against, with _ 

abstentions. 

President 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ATTEST: 

Secretary/Treasurer 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Notice to Seminole Election Candidates 

The Seminole Tribune deadline for candidate platforms, 
statements and photos is April 20, for inclusion in the May 4 
Tribune. Please contact Ernie Tiger at (954) 967-3416, X1261. 


Eligible Voters 


Big Cypress 

Beverly Kay Alumbaugh 
Marissa Kay Baker 
James Junior Balentine 
Jerry Lee Balentine 
Dusti-Jo Ann Bert 
Ernie John Bert 
Georgina Kaye Bert 
Jody Tigertail Bert 
Minnie Tigertail Bert 
Tony Shawn Bert 
Alice Mckinley Billie 
Alice Billie 
Allen M. Billie 
Almira Kathleen Billie 
Amos Billie 
Brian Billie 
Carradine Billie 
Cheyenne Bobbie Billie 
Christopher Lee Billie 
Clea Nel Billie 
Clifton Lewis Billie 
Clinton Albert Billie 
Cynthia Jane Billie 
Danny Billie 
Eddie C. Billie 
Edmond Perry Billie 
Eldean Jo Billie 
Frank Billie 
Frank J Billie 
George Billie 
Henry John Billie 
James Edward Billie 
James Billie 
Jason Lee Billie 
Joe Junior Billie 
Joe Don Billie 
Juanita Billie 
Junior Billie 
Leroy Billie 
Lesley Yesenia Billie 
Linda Billie 
Lonnie Billie 
Loraine Billie 
Louise B. Billie 
Mariann Ruby Billie 
Marie Billie 
Marilyn Sandra Billie 
Marked Alan Billie 
Marlin Jay Billie 
Mary B. Billie 
Melissa Diana Billie 
Minnie Billie 
Nancy Billie 
Norman Jeffery Billie 
Olivia Ann Billie 
Osceola Mckinley Billie 
Patsy Billie 
Peggy Billie 
Pilot Billie 
Rebecca Billie 
Richard D. Billie 
Roger J Billie 
Ronnie Billie 
Rosavell Billie 
Rosie Billie 
Sheila Joyce Billie 
Susie Jim Billie 
Texas Billie 
Thomas Mark Billie 
Thomas Tommy Billie 
Tommi Agnes Billie 
Tommy Henson Billie 
Vanessa Marie Billie 
Virgil Billie 

Nicodemus Leon Billie, Jr. 
Roy Weaver Billie, Jr. 

John Billie, Sr. 
Marvin Jason Billie, Sr. 
Nicodemus Billie, Sr. 
Ronnie Bobby Billie, Sr. 
Charlilee Seneca Joe 
Bowers 

Clarissa April Bowers 
David Bowers 
Evelyn Bowers 
Ginnie Bowers 
Nadine Bowers 
Neal Martin Bowers 
Pauletta Jan Bowers 
Richard Junior Bowers 
Rosetta Jan Bowers 
Paul Bowers, Jr. 

Paul Bowers, Sr. 
Christopher Buster 
Daisy M. Buster 
Dana Buster 
Esther Cypress Buster 
Ira Billy Buster 
Paul Ferlin Buster 
Sally Buster 
Alvin Buster, Jr. 

Jennifer Lucretia Chadwick 
Mary Jean Coppedge 
Erin Dawn Cornelius 
Errol Trent Cornelius 
Amanda Earlene Cypress 
Andrea Kay Cypress 
Andy Cypress 
Angie Cypress 
Arnold Cypress 
Charles Stanley Cypress 
Charlie Cypress 
Clorine Cathy Cypress 
David Roger Cypress 
Devin Mindy Cypress 
Donna Cypress 
Doreen Rose Cypress 
Elijah Roger Cypress 
Eric Macy Cypress 
Eugene Myron Cypress 
Eugenia Gayle Cypress 
Helena Cypress 
Herbert Mills Cypress 
Janice Lee Cypress 
Jeannette Billie Cypress 
Jeannie Cypress 
Jonah Frank Cypress 
Leatrice Beth Cypress 
Lorraine L Cypress 
Lydia L Cypress 
Marcia Ann Cypress 
Mary Frances Cypress 
Mary Lou Cypress 
Michael Barry Cypress 

Michaelene Evelyn Cypress 


Michele Cypress 
Mitchell Cypress 
Patrick Cypress 
Patrina Victoria Cypress 
Patsy Jane Cypress 
Raymond H. Cypress 
Regina Jo Cypress 
Roy Henry Cypress 
Sadie Tommie Cypress 
Shane Cypress 
Shannon Cypress 
Sheli Faye Cypress 
Simona Jolene Cypress 
Solomon Cypress 
Sue Jane Cypress 
Terry Cypress 
Tonia Ann Cypress 
Stanley Cypress III 
Stanley Cypress, Jr. 
Robert Donald Cypress, Sr. 
Margaret Ann Dintsch 
Claudia Cypress Doctor 
Martha Ann Doctor 
Richard Lee Doctor 
Camilla Adrienne Frank 
Jeroboam Sam Frank 
Joe Frank 
Mabel Tiger Frank 
Dale Evans Grasshopper 
Jason Richard Grasshopper 
Joseph Michael 
Grasshopper 
Cherelee Kristen J Hall 
Deana K Hall 
Fred Hall 
James Hall 
Jeremiah Hall 
John Hall, Sr. 
Brenda Lee Henry 
Joey Wahoo Henry 
Michael Buck Henry 
Fernando Herrera 
Jose Herrera 
Vera Herrera 
Robert Louis Hill 
Elias (Noah) Jim 
Jennifer Ann Jim 
Judy Ann Jim 
Kaniah Lou Jim 
Lenny Ray Jim 
Lottie Jim 
Mabel Jim 
Ruth Osceola Jim 
Stephen Jim 
Tina Lee Jim 
Violet Jim 
Louis Dixie Jim, Jr. 
Louis Dixie Jim, Sr. 
Mary Louise Johns 
Billie Johns, Sr. 
Annie Pocahontas Jumper 
Calvin Jumper 
Cathy Myma Jumper 
Cecil Jumper 
Danielle Janine Jumper 
Desiree Kari Jumper 
Joshua Abe Jumper 
Louise Billie Jumper 
Lucille Jumper 
Myra C Jumper 
Nelda Vanessa Jumper 
Phillip Jumper 
Pocahontas Huff Jumper 
Sherri Jumper 
Susie Cypress Jumper 
Tommy Jumper 
Wildcat Naha Jumper 
Yvonne Mary Jumper 
Moses Happy Jumper, III 
Henry Jumper, Jr. 
Moses Jumper, Jr. 
William Lee Jumper, Jr. 

Henry Jumper, Sr. 
Josiah Alan Jumper, Sr. 
Betty Ann King 
Tj Koenes 
Toi Justin Koenes 
Edna Johns McDuffie 
Donelda Mcduffie Mercer 
Mary Magdelene C Miller 
Agnes Billie Motlow 
David Motlow, Sr. 
Terrijo Denise Nelson 
Carl Jason Osceola 
Carol Osceola 
Caroline Sue Osceola 
Cicero Quentin Osceola 
Freeman Osceola 
Genesis Osceola 
Glenn Emmons Osceola 
Janice Martha Osceola 
Joe Benjamin Osceola 
Louise Georgia Osceola 
Lupe Osceola 
Marcus Joel Osceola 
Mary Ann Osceola 
Mornin Ann Osceola 
Nellie Tommie Osceola 
Raleigh Osceola 
Randall Anthony Osceola 
Rochelle Jean Osceola 
Ruby Ann Osceola 
Rudy Osceola 
Sara Billie Osceola 
Tahama Osceola 
Tony Hank Osceola 
Jacob Osceola, Jr. 
Jacob Osceola, Sr. 

Joe Osceola, Sr. 
Samuel C. Osceola, Sr. 
Matthew John Otero 
Rita Rhea Otero 
Marie Coppedge Phillips 
John Franklin Robbins 
Mary Jane Robbins 
Tara Dale Robbins 
Bernard Doyle Robbins, Jr. 
Genell Roberts 
Jasper Roberts 
Arlene Melissa Sanders 
Roberta Martinez Sherlock 
Larry Smith 
Mike Allen Smith 
Oneva Janet Smith 
Tracey Smith 
Manuel (Mando) Tiger 


Martha Fewell Tiger 
Melissa Rose Tiger 
Alfonso Guevara Tigertail 
Alice Tigertail 
Betty Tigertail 
Cecelia Tigertail 
Duane Marlon Tigertail 
Little Tigertail 
Louise Doctor Tigertail 
Marina Rene Tigertail 
Mary Foster Tigertail 
Alexandra Tommie 
Charlotte Linda Tommie 
Daniel Tommie 
Danny Tommie 
Harry Tommie 
Irene Tommie 
Janthina Tommie 
Kenneth Aguilar Tommie 
Minnie (Mittie) Tommie 
Norma Lee Tommie 
Sally Agnes Tommie 
Samuel Tommie 
Virginia Pearl Tommie 
Julie Balentine Tucker 
Ricky Ray Tucker 
Eileen Mario Waggerby 
Mary Billie Waggerby 
Merry Lynn Waggerby 
Gary Neal Waggerby, Jr. 

Tisha Lee Walker 
Bobbie Jamie Whitecloud 
Cory Brookes Wilcox 
Constance Williams 
Frances Billie Willie 
Anita Lou Yates 
Louvella Eunice Yates 

Brighton 

Amy Johns Ashley 
Rinella M. Bailey 
Bobbie Jennie Baker 
Charlene Baker 
Jason Jay Baker 
Kasey B Baker 
Preston Levem Baker 
Tanya Marie Baker 
Vernon Lee Baker 
Lottie Johns Baxley 
Neil Baxley 
Oneva Baxley 
Scott Lee Baxley 
L.D. Baxley, Jr. 

Timi Cherie Bearden 
Agnes Johns Bert 
Pernell Hosea Bert 
Reese Pernell Bert 
Betty Mae Billie 
Carolyn Billie 
Dionne N. Billie 
Gary C Billie 
Jack Billie 
Jesse Billie 
Keith D Billie 
Merle Shane Billie 
Robbie Devane Billie 
Rosie Jane Billie 
Selena Maude Billie 
Sandy Billie, Jr. 

Sandy Billie, Sr. 

Ada Bowers 
Agnes Bowers 
Dan Bowers 
Danette Pearl Bowers 
Lillian Johns Bowers 
Marian Cypress Bowers 
Marvin Patrick Bowers 
Norman Andy Bowers 
Theresa Louise Bowers 
Andrew Jackson Bowers, Jr. 
Janice Kay Braswell 
Perrie Brett Brugh 
Arica Ann Buck 
Lonnie Canard Buck 
Shane Buck 
Weems Buck 
Micki Jolene R. Burton 
Deborah Carter 
Robert Ellis Chalfant 
Andrea Polly Cypress 
Cornelius Theodore 
Cypress 

Louise C. Cypress 
Michael Jean Cypress 
Salina Nora Dorgan 
Neka Lynn Garcia 
Wesley Guston Garcia 
Hosea Girtman, Sr 
Beulah Lynn Gopher 
Christie Lynn Gopher 
Ethel Jean Gopher 
Justin John Gopher 
Lena Gopher 
Leslie John Gopher 
Lola Gopher 
Lorene Bowers Gopher 
Louise Jones Gopher 
Martin Gopher 
Matthew John Gopher 
Myra Ellen Gopher 
Rita Jayne Gopher 
Sammy Gopher 
Sampson Julian Gopher 
Shannon Beth Gopher 
Willie Gopher, Jr. 
Augustina Gopher Gore 
Donnie Wayne Gore 
Sydney Ray Gore 
Mike Hall, Sr. 

Connie Margaret Haught 
Mable Johns Haught 
Andrea Kim Holata 
Jay Elliot Holata 
Kevin Quinn Holata 
Smawley Snow Holata 
Valerie Holata 
Larry Lee Howard 
Catherine Madrigal Huff 
Chad Christopher Huff 
Jimi Lu Huff 
Lacy Morgan Huff 
Lottie May Huff 
Mary Alice Huff 
Vickey Lynn Huff 
Frank Huff, Jr. 

John Wayne Huff, Jr. 
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John Wayne Huff, Sr. 
Charlene Sizi Hunsinger 
Jill Zan John 
Joe Lester John 
Shawn Sherwood John 
Alexander Patterson Johns 
Anthony Hank Johns 
Arlene Johns 
Billy Joe Johns 
Emma Vernice Johns 
Jennie Johns 
Jo Leigh Johns 
Joe Johns 

Martin Royce Johns 
Mary Frances Johns 
Monica Sue Johns 
Norman Eric Johns 
Norman Johns 
Stanlo Johns 
Stanlo Jeffery Johns 
Timmy Barnett Johns 
Todd Christopher Johns 
Willie Johns 
Wonder Johns 
Archie Hank Johns, Sr. 
Archie Hank Johns, Jr. 

Mollie Jolly 
Annette Michelle Jones 
Danny Scott Jones 
Duane Shore Jones 
Farrah Jones 
Ginger Irlene Jones 
Happy Jones 
Jennifer Louise O. Jones 
Johnny Jones 
Martha Mae Jones 
Oneva Osceola Jones 
Parker Jones 
Patrick Allen Jones 
Shule Snow Jones 
Stacy Marie Jones 
Agnes Irene Jumper 
Avalon Susie Jumper 
Joyce Jumper 
Pamela Irene Jumper 
Thomasine James Jumper 
Cordell D. Jumper, Sr. 
Gilbert Wayne King 
Grace Marie Koontz 
Elsie Tommie Lara 
Maggie Lara 
Paulette Renee Lawrence 
James Barnett Madrigal 
John J. Madrigal 
Mahala Ruth Madrigal 
Sandra McClenithan 
Billie Micco 
Charlie B Micco 
George Barry Micco 
Howard Micco 
Jack Micco 
Joey Wade Micco 
Leon Brandon Micco 
Mary Jo Micco 
Michael Micco 
Reina Lou Micco 
Thomasine Micco 
Leah Johns Minnick 
Deanna Lynn Motlow 
Dallas Nunez 
Theresa Ann Nunez 
Claudia Malisa Olivarez 
Addie Osceola 
Alice Tony Osceola 
Billy Jimmie Osceola 
Dana Marie Osceola 
Howard Osceola 
Jeffery Lee Osceola 
Joanne Susan Osceola 
Johnny Osceola 
Larry Osceola 
Leanne Jo Osceola 
Lisa Kimberly Osceola 
Marvin Osceola 
Onnie Shore Osceola 
Polly Ann Osceola 
Ramsey Alexander Osceola 
Reno Adam Osceola 
Richard Francis Osceola 
Ricki Osceola 
Rodney Adrian Osceola 
Ryan John Osceola 
Shaun Cody Osceola 
Stephanie Lorraine Osceola 
Todd Kevin Osceola 
Tony Lee Osceola 
Vanessa Lynne Osceola 
Vinson Phillip Osceola 
Virginia Louise Osceola 
Russell Osceola, Sr. 
Ada Pearce 
Rachel Bowers Pigeon 
Janelle K. Robinson 
Sarah Ann Sampson 
Beverly Karen Shore 
Eddie Shore 
Elton James Shore 
Jennie Mae Shore 
Nancy Shore 
Leoma Smith Simmons 
Amanda Ruby Smith 
Camillia Lynn Smith 
Crystal Gayle Smith 
Diane Snow Smith 
Elsie Johns Smith 
Jamie Tulane Smith 
Jeremy Smith 
Lauri Beth Smith 
Leona Toni Smith 
Lillian Joni Smith 
Lois Smith 
Lois Smith 
Nellie Smith 
Roger Smith 
Walter Daniels Smith 
Jack Smith, Jr. 

Jack Smith, Sr. 

Alice Micco Snow 
Diane Jim Snow 
Earle Jenson Snow 
Elbert Snow 
Jennie Snow 
Roy Snow 

Dollie Michele Thomas 
Laverne Denise Thomas 
Amos Tiger 
Billie Kerri Tiger 
Joe Henry Tiger 
Rose Marie Tiger 
Bessie Tommie 
Cynthia Marianne Tommie 
Eugene Ray Tommie 
Freddie Tommie 
James Tommie 
Jason Tommie 
John Wesley Tommie 
Juanita Smith Tommie 
Linda Sue Tommie 
Maxie Lee Tommie 


Stella Marie Tommie 
Virginia Lee Tommie 
Wallace Tommie 
Wanda Tommie 
Walter Tommie, Jr. 
Nadine Snow Tommy 
Madeline Gopher 
Tongkeamha 
Johnny Tucker, Jr. 
Donna Madrigal Turtle 
Emma Jane Urbina 
Josephine Huff Villa 
Patty Johns Waldron 
Connie Johns Whidden 
Cynthia Ann Willie 
Brenda Scott Youngblood 
Bryan Kelly Youngblood 
Robert Taylor Youngblood 
Suraiya Tiffany Youngblood 

Hollywood 

Rhonda Lou Bain 
Judy Ann Baker 
Victoria Sue Baker 
Gustavus Adolphus Baker-IV 
Lamce Balentine 
Ollie Tiger Balentine 
June Lena Battiest 
Elton Carl Baxley 
Luke Baxley 
Windy Carla Baxley 
Cheyanna Pauline Bert 
Aaron Billie 
Austin Lee Billie 
Barbara Billie 
Benjamin Billie 
Chawndra Jo-Ellen Billie 
Denise Billie 
Eva Cypress Billie 
Glory Leanne Billie 
Hannah Billie 
Ivan Jared Billie 
Jana Rae Elizabeth Billie 
Jason Don Billie 
July Jamie Billie 
Laura Billie 
Linda Joyce Billie 
Mark Billie 
Michael Henson Billie 
Michelle Louise Billie 
Ralph Conley Billie 
Rebecca Jean Billie 
Sally Tommie Billie 
Seth Adam Billie 
Stephanie Lee Billie 
Susan Erin Billie 
Susanne Billie 
Twila June Billie 
Verna Louise Billie 
Vincent Billie 
Wanda Lee Billie 
Joe Paul Billie, Jr. 

John Billie, Jr. 

Peter Joe Billie, Sr. 
Elrod Daniel Bowers 
Elsie Jean Bowers 
Eugene V. Bowers 
Freeman Joe Bowers 
Mary Bowers 
Mary Bowers 
Mildred Booth Bowers 
Patricia Ann Bowers 
Paula Lynn Bowers 
Philmon Gene Bowers 
Steven David Bowers 
Wanda Faye Bowers 
Darline Buster 
Diane Buster 
Paul Buster 
Brande Elicia Clay 
Laura Mae Clay 
Michael Clay 
Shirley Clay 
Christalee Coppedge 
Yvonne Jane Courtney 
Amy Michelle Cypress 
Anthony Leo Cypress 
Billy Wm L Cypress 
Brenda Joy Cypress 
Carla Cypress 
Carol Frank Cypress 
Gail Lynn Cypress 
Janine Catrina Cypress 
Jason Cypress 

Katherine Courtney Cypress 
Monica Marie Cypress 
Tyrone John Cypress 
William Dempsey Cypress 
David Daniel DeHass 
Deborah Louise DeHass 
Bruce Harvey Deitz 
Erica Marie Deitz 
Vivian Angela Delgado 
Carlene DiCarlo 
Maryann Marie Doctor 
Minnie Billie Doctor 
Nathan Dean Doctor 
Patrick Doctor 
Ronnie Doctor 
Toka Carrie Doctor 
Veronica Sue Doctor 
Virgil Doctor 
Kristin Marie Drake 
Ronald James Drake 
Lewis Osceola Felton 
Naomi Fewell 
Leslie Renee Fish 
Alexandra Georgetta Frank 
Amos Thompson Frank 
Anthony Frank 
Brandon Frank 
Cacha-Loni Morgan Frank 
Cindy Jane Frank 
Edna Lane Frank 
Larry Frank 
Linda Marie Frank 
Maude Geneva Frank 
Sampson Phillip Frank 
Sunny Hayes Frank 
Sunshine Frank 
Vanessa Frank 
Joel Matthew Frank II 
Robert Bronson Frank, Jr. 
Joel Matthew Frank, Sr. 
Daniel Enoch Gopher 
Esther Lee Gopher 
Henry Jim Gopher 
Hyde Jim Gopher 
Roberta Lynn Gopher 
Claudette Ann Gore 
Connie Gowen 
Nathan Carl Gowen 
Rosie Lucy Grant 
Marcella Angelene Green 
Remus Lars Griffin 
Jennie Ann Harjo 
Paula Ann Harjo 
Tisha Jolene Harvey 
Ricardo Fortino Hernandez 


Charles Billie Hiers, Sr. 
James Lester Holt, II 
Melanie Rena Huggins 
Gwendolyn Gay Isaac 
Amber Rose Jim 
Herbert Rainey Jim 
Juliet Alice Jim 
Linda Jim 
Rose Lee Jim 
Annie Jimmie 
Irene Jimmie 
Melinda Carla Jimmie 
Phillip Ira Jimmie 
Joletta Kay John 
Toby Libra Johns 
William Edward Johns 
Betty Faith Jones 
Brandi Katrina Jones 
Cassandra Jones 
Judy Jones 
Linda Faye Jones 
Mingo Jones 
Coleman Jerome Josh 
Joshua Josh 

Andre David Neil Jumper 
Annie Osceola Jumper 
Betty Mae Jumper 
Blue Jay Jumper 
Boettner Roger Jumper 
Daniel Jumper 
David Jumper 
Elgin Gregory Jumper 
Harley Jumper 
Jerome Ray Jumper 
Regina Lou Jumper 
Rhonda Sue Jumper 
Roger B. Jumper 
Scarlett Marie Jumper 
Symphoni Jumper 
Josiah Alan Jumper, Jr. 
Gwendolyn Kennedy 
Joseph Scott Kippenberger 
Robert Preston 
Kippenberger, Jr. 
Melissa Jane DeVito Lacey 
Tina Devito Lacey 
Sarah Marrero McDonald 
Loretta Jean Micco 
Sam Charlie Micco 
Sherri Marie Micco 
Vincent William Micco 
Jerry Micco, Jr. 

Mabel Osceola Moses 
Adam James Motlow 
Bonnie Lou Motlow 
Jack Henry Motlow 
Timothy Henry Motlow 
Vince Ross Motlow 
David Henry Motlow, Jr. 
Samantha Laura Mo watt 
Danielle Rene Nelson 
Theodore Scott Nelson, Sr. 
Christine Elizabeth 
Nevaquaya 

Lawanna Osceola Niles 
Josephine Motlow North 
Allison Marie Osceola 
Betty Osceola 
Blake Hamilton Osceola 
Brian Richard Osceola 
Charles Anthony Osceola 
Christian Tyrone Osceola 
Christopher Scott Osceola 
Cornelia Osceola 
Curtis Allen Osceola 
Curtis Kent Osceola 
Dennis Luke Osceola 
Doreen Michelle Osceola 
Doris Osceola 

Earlene Nellie Tony Osceola 
Eric Leo Osceola 
Eteau Anita Osceola 
Everett Willie Osceola 
Francine Marie Osceola 
Gem Thorpe Osceola 
Geraldine Osceola 
Gerret William Osceola 
Jack (Mason) Osceola 
Jacqueline Kennedy Osceola 
Jake Hyde Osceola 
Jim John Osceola 
Jimmie O’Toole Osceola 
Jo-Lin Dawn Osceola 
Joann Osceola 
Jody Lynn Osceola 
Joe Dan Osceola 
Juanita Osceola 
Judy Ann Osceola 
Judybill Osceola 
Keith Richard Osceola 
Laura Mae Osceola 
Lawrence Richard Osceola 
Leah Joan Osceola 
Leoda Josephine Osceola 
Leslie Joyce Osceola 
Lila Jean Osceola 
Maggie Osceola 
Marie Willie Osceola 
Mark Steven Osceola 
Marl Anthony Osceola 
Mary Gay Osceola 
Matthew Paul Osceola 
Maydell Osceola 
Melissa Joy Osceola 
Milo Louis Osceola 
Mitchell Buck Osceola 
Moses Bernard Osceola 
Petties C. Osceola 
Raymond Osceola 
Richard Lyle Osceola 
Sally Kristie Johnette 
Osceola 

Sharon Debbie Osceola 
Summer Tada Osceola 
Tammy June Osceola 
Tate Charles Osceola 
Travis Ryan Osceola 
Trisha Ann Osceola 
Trudy Jo Osceola 
Virginia Osceola 
Wade Parrish Osceola 
William Thomas Osceola 
Willie McKinley Osceola 
Jimmy Hank Osceola, III 
Max Bill Osceola, III 
Dan Charlie Osceola, Jr. 
Jimmy Hank Osceola, Jr. 

Joe Osceola, Jr. 
Marcellus Wm Osceola, Jr. 

Max Bill Osceola, Jr. 
Dan Charlie Osceola, Sr. 
Marcellus Wm. Osceola, Sr. 
Heather Joyce Padilla 
Leoda Poole 
Leoma Jane Poore 
Christopher Dent Primeaux 
Prima Sue Primeaux 
Alicia Jane Sanchez 
Clifford Sanchez 


Tony Sanchez, Jr. 
Danielle Avanita Sharp 
Edna Bowers Sharp 
Geneva Shore 
Joseph James Sisto 
Douglas Mitchell Smith 
Jimmy Stewart Smith 
Nettie Doctor Stewart 
Ruth Marie Stewart 
Raymond Charles Stewart, 
Jr. 

Jacob Storm 
Mary Jane Storm 
Thomas Jeffery Storm 
Trishana Mary Storm 
Thomas McGown Storm, Jr. 
Jamenia Latacy Thomas 
Latoyia Talacey Thomas 
Angela Susan Tiger 
Annie Mae Tiger 
Aranita Mae Tiger 
Clyde Howard Tiger 
Daisy Marie Tiger 
Dora Jim Tiger 
Ginger Ann Tiger 
Holly Leigh Tiger 
Iretta June Tiger 
Iris Tiger 
Jewel Tiger 
Lucille Billie Tiger 
Mary Tiger 

Ruscilla Virginia Tiger 
Troy Neil Tiger 
Vernon Winfield Tiger 
Virginia Billie Tiger 
Charlie Jackson Tiger, III 
Rufus Tiger, Jr. 

James Frank Tiger, Sr. 
Clinton Howard Tommie 
Dorothy Osceola Tommie 
Gabriel Tommie 
Lawanda Yvonne Tommie 
Mary Ann Tommie 
Sally Rene Tommie 
Alexander Frank Tucker 
Anna Rose Tucker 
Dorothy Frank Tucker 
Ladonna Ann Tucker 
Randolph Tucker 
Johnny F Tucker, Sr. 
Donna Sue Turtle 
Gordon Oliver Wareham 
Mandy Wesley 
Leon Junior Wilcox 
Patricia Ann Wilcox 
Leona Tommie Williams 
Elsie Willie 
Mary Jane Willie 
Nancy Jane Willie 
Paladine Stuart Willie 
Shaun Preston Willie 
Gloria Jean Wilson 
Naomi Ruth Wilson 
Anthony Moses Young 
Elliott Audris Young 
Tous Jumper Young, Sr. 

Immokalee 

Elaine Aguilar 
Sheila Kay Aguilar 
Pedro Alvarrado Aguilar Jr. 
Elliot Chon Alvarado 
Mary Lou Alvarado 
Roy Alvarado, Jr. 
Nellie Doctor Bain 
Geneva Linda Mae Beletso 
Dorothy Alice Benson 
Joseph Billie 
Mary Jane Billie 
Rachel Billie 
Virginia Ann Billie 
David Billie, Jr. 

Gale Boone 
Armida Cook 
Leslie Ann Correa 
Agnes Nanette B Cypress 
Margaret John Cypress 
Nanette Cypress 
Justin Davis 
Kenny Joe Davis 
Susan Renea Davis 
Raul Escobar, III 
Michelle Nina Ford 
Corinna Frank 
Donna Frank 
Linda Frank 
Victor Morgan Frank 
Barbara Ann Garza 
Isabell Garza 
Manuel Garza 
Nancy Osceola Garza 
Raymond John Garza, Sr 
Roy Garza, Sr 
Jimmy Wayne Holdiness 
Deloris Jimmie 
Helena Jimmie 
Johnny Lee Jimmie 
Ronnie Jimmie 
Timesia Jimmie 
Delores Jumper 
Sylvia Lee Marrero 
Efrain Marrero, Jr. 
Jennie Martinez 
Toni Martinez 
Allen Ray Mclnturff 
Josephine Medrano 
Marlin Rose Miller 
Moleana Marie Mora 
Larry Motlow 
Louise Motlow 
Nancy Motlow 
Virgil Benny Motlow 
Elizabeth Tiger Olea 
Carmalita Betsy Osceola 
Geraldine Lee Osceola 
Michelle Lynn Osceola 
Ruth Osceola 
Maxine Tucker Perez 
Tilda Jean Perez 
Lorraine Maurene Posada 
Eugene Douglas Roberts 
Lenora Marlene Roberts 
Rhonda Yvonne Rodriquez 
Mary Lee Sanchez 
Chris Allen Sanchez, Sr. 
Rafael Sanchez, Sr. 
Billy Lestes Walker 
Amy Ann Yzaguirre 
Cleofas Steven Yzaguirre 
Gil Lee Yzaguirre 
Jaime Lyn Yzaguirre 
Noah Peter Yzaguirre 
Norita Christine Yzaguirre 
Rebecca Jane Yzaguirre 
Cleofas Yzaguirre, Jr. 

Non-Residents 

Edward Jon Aguilar 
Catherine Janell Alexander 


Peter Michael Anderson 
Margaria Alicia Baker 
Cleveland Baker, Jr. 
Bertha Sue Balentine 
Lesley Daniele Beer 
Kevin Shane Bert 
Ada (Etta) Cypress Billie 
Aja Osceola Billie 
Angel Nichole Billie 
Blossom Rosanna Billie 
Bobbie (Lou) Bowers Billie 
Carolyn Billie 
Caryn Billie 
Celeste Billie 
Charles Henry Billie 
Charlotte Ursula Billie 
Christina Ann Billie 
Ciara Desiree Billie 
Corey Ronald Billie 
Corey Justin Billie 
Dawn Marie Billie 
Don Billie 

Emerson Dwight Billie 
Janel Chastity Billie 
Janice Billie 
Jason Dewayne Billie 
Juanita Billie 
Lisa Billie 
Louise Billie 
Lyle Vandell Billie 
Marcella Jim Billie 
Marcus Van Billie 
Mary Billie 
Mary Billie 
Nichole Lynn Billie 
Oliver Billie 
Rita Sue Billie 
Rosa Billie 
Shawn Derrick Billie 
Tammy Lee Billie 
Theodore Billie 
Timothy Cypress Billie 
Tony Billie 
Frank Billie, Jr. 
Ingram Billie, Jr. 
Reuben Henry Billie, Sr. 
Lucinda Leslie Billie-Lamb 
David Ingraham Billy 
Lydia Lois Bishop 
JD Bowers 
Jeremy Lee Bowers 
Karilee Bowers 
Lucy Marie Bowers 
Michael Bowers 
Quannah Mark Bowers 
Russell Casey Bowers 
Wendi Elizabeth Bowers 
Alice Toni Brady 
Mikey Osceola Brady 
Bryan Scott Bratcher 
Gladys J. Bratcher 
Lucinda Jo Buck 
Yahola Isaac Buck 
Charlotte Willa Burgess 
Chestnut Jackson Buster 
Jessica Billie Buster 
Robin Buster 
Barbara Anita Butera 
Madelyn Caldwell 
Maressa A. Cantu 
Miguel Cantu, Jr. 
Ervina Osceola Capricien 
Ray-Paul John Carroll 
Anthony Lee Cavallo 
Jack Elliot Chalfant 
Helene Johns Clay 
Jodi Rene Clay 
Joey Lee Coffman-Tiger 
Allen Colon 
Israel Osceola Colon 
Adrian Keith Condon 
Camillie Alyson Coppedge 
Gabriel Coppedge 
Gene Coppedge, Jr. 

Tara Osceola Courson 
Amy Leah Cox 
Peggy Jennie Cubis 
Brian Lee Cypress 
Claudine Candy Cypress 
Edna Jean Cypress 
Ericka T. Cypress 
Linda Cypress 
Louise Cypress 
Olivia June Cypress 
Sonya Ruby Cypress 
Tom Tommie Daniels 
Linda Ann Daum 
Ella Frances DeHass 
Robert Paul DeHass 
Shelly Lynn DeHass 
Timothy Alan Dehass 
Wilmeth Delbert DeHass, III 
Ruby Leitha Deitz 
Gladys Ronelle Doctor 
Jenny Doctor 
Leon John Doctor 
Patrick Lawrence Doctor 
David Joe Doctor, Jr. 

Lisa Jay Dodd 
Marilyn Smith Doney 
Adale Aaron Driggers 
Julie Ann Driggers 
Ellen Marie Eads 
Nicole Marie Emery 
Richard Billie Fewell 
Carol Jane Foret 
Anthony Benjamin Frank 
Diane Frank 
Maggie Mary Frank 
Nancy Osceola Frank 
Rena Michelle Frank 
Sammy Frank 
Christine Jimmie Franklin 
Linda Mae Fredrick 
Fredona Jean Frias 
Brenda Elizabeth Fuller 
Larry James Gann, Jr. 
Adrian Linderth Garcia 
Delois Gwyn Garcia 
Paula Michelle Garcia 
Stephanie Mamie Garcia 
Virginia Carmen Garcia 
Alexander Ratliff Garcia, Jr. 
Abelardo Edwin Garcia, Jr. 
Mary Ella Gercak 
Daniel Gibson 
Rollie Gilliam, Jr. 
Alana Jumper Glover 
Carla Susan Gopher 
Craig Darrin Gopher 
Lewis T Gopher 
Mariel Johanna Gopher 
Melissa Victoria Gopher 
Amie Lou Gore 
James Lester Gore 
Patricia Lu Gore 
John Thomas Gore, Jr. 
James Edward Grant, II 
Martha Irene Green 


Gladys Guzman 
Peter Andrew Hahn 
Terry Ann Hahn 
Diane Dede Hall 
Mike Hall, Jr. 

Burton Lee Harjo 
Deealona Denise Harjo 
Ike Travis Harjo 
John Harjo 
Roxie Elena Harjo 
Donna Susan Harmon 
Matthew Michael Haught 
Helena Henry 
Henrietta Osceola Henry 
Consuelo Herrera 
Stephanie Lynn Hiatt 
Charles Billie Hiers, Jr. 
Shannon Lydia Holata 
Minnie Tommie Howard 
Allen Davis Huff 
Tanya Kay Huff 
Norman Jim Huggins 
Savannah Joy Huggins 
Clifton Eugene Huggins, Jr. 
Johnny Lewis Jackson 
Eddie Jim 
Lorraine Jim 
Way Ion Hank Jim 
Howard James Jimmie 
Samantha Ann Jimmie 
Vincent Jimmie 
Wendy Carolyn Jimmie 
Stephanie Krystina Johns 
Victor Johns 
Billie Johns, Jr. 
Clarissa Monique Jones 
Alicia Annette Josh 
Maurina Sallie Josh 
Victoria Josh 
Wendi Ann Juarez 
Jennifer Jumper 
John Jumper 
Lucinda Chrystal Jumper 
Martha Jean Jumper 
Morning Star Jumper 
Rosetta Ann Jumper 
Roy Struble Jumper 
Sara Mae Jumper 
Teresa Jumper 
Yvette Jumper 
Richard Keyser, Jr. 
Dalmon King, Jr. 

David Jerome Kippenberger 
Lavonne Marie Kippenberger 
Kenneth David Kittle, II 
Jesse Raymond Lara 
Antonio Lara, Jr. 
Shirley Mae MacLennan 
Howard J Madrigal 
Elijah Devaughn Marrero 
Jenice Jeanine Martin 
Anthony Kevin Maus 
Gary Kirk Mclnturff 
Melissa Ann Metcalf 
Leta Jean Micco 
Rita Carol Micco 
Virginia May Mitchell 
Mary Moore 

Franklin James Moore, Jr. 
David Wayne Morehouse 
Halbert Ellis Morehouse 
Mary Lucille Morehouse 
Curtis Knight Motlow 
Davina Marie Motlow 
Tamecia (Clarence) Motlow 
Thomason Motlow 
Adam Earl Nelson 
Andrea Dee Nelson 
Angela Marie Nelson 
Carolee Jeanette Nelson 
David Earl Nelson 
Wayne Stewart Nelson 
Henry Samuel Nelson, III 
Henry Samuel Nelson, Jr. 
Theodore Scott Nelson, Jr. 
Noella Dyan Nunez 
David Nunez, Jr. 

Daniel Nunez, Sr. 
Michael Leo Onco, Jr. 
Adam King Osceola 
Alice Osceola 
Amy Osceola 
Angelo Daniel Osceola 
Anita Osceola 
Anita Marie Osceola 
Anthony Lee Osceola 
Bobby Osceola 
Candice Sharon Osceola 
Caroline Marlene Osceola 
Charlie Scott Osceola 
Curtis Cory Osceola 
Cynthia Jane Osceola 
Daniel Travor Osceola 
David Bruce Osceola 
Dawn Marie Osceola 
Diane Osceola 
Douglas Mckinley Osceola 
Douglas Mckinley Osceola 
Duane Howdy Osceola 
Duane Richard Osceola 
Eugenia Lillian Osceola 
Florence Abigail Osceola 
Frances Jumper Osceola 
Gloria Lois Osceola 
Guy Robert Osceola 
Helen Osceola 
Howard Darrin Osceola 
Jamie Roberts Osceola 
Jamieann Mckenzie Osceola 
Jane Jim Osceola 
Jason Gabriel Osceola 
Jason Todd Osceola 
Jennifer Sue Osceola 
Jimmie Scott Osceola 
Justin Travis Osceola 
Karie Jo Osceola 
Larry Osceola 
Leo Dean Osceola 
Melody Ann Osceola 
Morningstar Osceola 
Natoshia Rexanne Osceola 
Patricia Lynn Osceola 
Peggy Kim Osceola 
Ray Osceola 
Ricky James Osceola 
Tina Marie Osceola 
Veldenia Osceola 
Victoria Christine 
T. Osceola 

Wayne Nelson Osceola 
William Osceola 
Guy Robert Osceola, II 
Albert Osceola, Jr. 
Charlie Osceola, Jr. 

John Mckinley Osceola, Jr. 
Ob White Osceola, Jr. 
Samuel C Osceola, Jr. 

Albert Osceola, Sr. 

Ob White Osceola, Sr. 


Emily Raissa Osceola- 

Branch 

Jimmy Joe Pacheco 
Naomi Pacheco 
Caryn Elizabeth Pelkey 
Frances Jimmie Pelkey 
Nicole Danyl Pelkey 
Diane Yzaguirre Pequeno 
Juanita Pequeno 
Loretta Ann Peterson 
Stephanie Lynn Philpott 
Miriam Pizana 
Christopher Lee Plunkett 
Billie Jo Porter 
Maggie Billie Porter 
Anson Paul Randall 
Seth Wade Robbins 
Janieve A. Robenstein 
Diane Marie Roberts 
Elizabeth Shore Roberts 
Leona Roberts 
Patapony Root, Jr. 
Pittman Jason Sampson 
Jeremiah Lee Sanchez 
Stacey Lynn Sanchez 
Randy Santiago 
Priscilla Doctor Sayen 
Susy Marie Sedotal 
Brian Grant Shore 
Brown Shore 
Jim Shore 
Chisa Ann Sisneroz 
Connie Slavik 
Delia Marlene Smith 
Derrick Smith 
Edith Ann Smith 
Jackie Leona Smith 
Jahna Tucson Smith 
Kelly Rene Smith 
Crystal Leshun Sneed 
Sheree Denise Sneed 
Davey Lee Snow 
David Lester Snow 
Dawn Marie Snow 
Patty Jeanelle Snow 
Valerie Snow 
Shirley Ann Sotelo-Diaz 
David Allen Stivers 
Peggy Stivers 
Robert Allen Stivers 
Antillis Nehemiah Stockton 
Jane Barbara Stockton 
Kassim Artemus Stockton 
Onesmius Matthias Stockton 
Dean Tommie Stokes, Sr. 
Alice Johns Sweat 
Frances Jumper Teele 
Cecelia Allison Thomas 
Edward Tiger 
Eric Lee Tiger 
Imahaggi Tiger 
Joseph Quinn Tiger 
Kashane Stephen Tiger 
Mahokin Tiger 
Manuel Dwight Tiger 
Michael Dwight Tiger 
Summer Leigh Anne Tiger 
Charlie Jackson Tiger, Jr. 
Shavonta Javoy Timothy 
Tirell Otavius Timothy 
Tremaine N Timothy 
Alexander Rodregus Tommie 
Barnabas Tommie 
Carlton Dontu Tommie 
Ebony Lasha Tommie 
Howard Ernest Tommie 
Karen Marie Tommie 
Kevin Tommie 
Kinya Tommie 
Marie Tommie 
Marlon Lorenzo Tommie 
Mary Lucy Tommie 
Mike Tommie 
O’Hara Marcellus Tommie 
Shamy T Tommie 
Sylvia Ann Tommie 
Tammy Eyevette Tommie 
Virginia Mae Tommie 
Willie Gene Tommie 
Wovoka Ian Tommie 
Jerry Mann Tommie, Jr. 
Kevin Desmond Tommie, Jr. 
Marty Maurice Tommie, Sr. 
Catinna Laurel Tubby 
Alfred Roy Tucker 
Alice Tucker 
Adam Ray Turtle 
Dennis Osceola Whitaker 
Margaret Wilcox 
Amanda Janiene Williams 
Jeffery Sam Willie 
Kimberly Carol Willie 
Marla Henry Wilson 
Megan Jonelle Yescas 
Ryan Dane Yescas 
Dean Cameron Youngblood 
Rita Michelle Youngman 
Brian Manuel Zepeda 
Douglas Cory Zepeda 
Lee Anthony Zepeda 
Pedro Osceola Zepeda 
Wanda Joyce Zepeda 

Tampa 

April Felicia Baker 
Laura Ann Billie 
Resha Lee Doctor 
Ronnie Peter Doctor 
Susie Osceola Doctor 
Tina Marie Doctor 
Maggie Betsy Garcia 
Ramsey Harjo 
Annie Osceola Henry 
Colleen Osceola Henry 
Debbie Marie Henry 
James Henry 
Jerry Henry 
Joanie Henry 
Linda Osceola Henry 
Richard Henry 
Susie Marie Henry 
Tommy Henry, Jr. 

Grace Osceola Holdiness 
Christopher Allen Jimmie 
Jesse Joe Jimmie 
Penny Jimmie 
Connie Osceola 
Ruby Tiger Osceola 
Jimmy Osceola, Jr. 
Daniel E. Osceola Santiago 
Mayra Enid Osceola 
Simmons 

Barbara Ann Sisneroz 
Phillip Ray Smith 
Linda Lee Storm 
Thomas McGown Storm, Sr.. 
Angela Christine Walton 
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Who is your chi Ids best friend? What docs your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does your 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800.788.2800. 

Communication. The Anti-Dmg. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
www. thcan ridrug.com 
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Classified * Announcements 



Happy Birthday 



Happy 1st Birthday to Mariah 
Smith! We thank God for bringing you 
into our lives. Love Mom and Jonathan. 



Happy 5th Birthday Mailani. 

With all my heart I wish you on this spe- 
cial day a wonderful Happy Birthday. 
Your Nana will always love you. 


Education Notice 


The GED test will be given in 
Big Cypress at the Learning Resource 
Center on April 23, 24, 25. The deadline 
to sign up and pay is April 17. Contact 
Nena Bolan (863) 983-6659. 


Notices 


Thirteenth Annual American 
Indian Culture Days: Saturday & 

Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. May 19 & 20, 
2001. Balboa Park, San Diego, CA. Park 
Blvd. & Presidents Way. 10 a.m. 
Kumeyaay Bird Singers, 10:30 a.m. Deh 
Gah School Drummers and Dancers Fort 
Providence, Nwt, Canada, 11:15 a.m. 
Danza Oceolotl Aztec Dancers, Noon 
Tracey Lee Nelson and Native Blues. 
Powwow - All Drums Welcome! — 1 
p.m. Gourd Dancing: Wayne Beebe, Head 
Dancers, 1 :45 p.m. Grand Entry: Host 
Drum: Hale & Company, Los Angeles, 
CA. Emcee: Junior White Cloud, Arena 
Director: Ral Christman, Head Man 
Dancer: Gilbert Sanchez-Allrunner, 
HeadWomen Dancer: Sonya Ramirez, 
Head Young Woman Dancer: Billie 
George, Head Young Man Dancer: Shane 
Craddock. 5:30 p.m. Seven Mile 
Elementary Apache Crown Dancers from 
Fort Preservation, Arizona. 

Your Tears Needed — On 
behalf of 4 Nations PHA Advisory 
Council in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Our 
organization educates youth on addictions 
and HIV. Currently, we are undertaking a 
project in which we will need 40,000 
Black Obsidian stones (Apache Tears). 
These stones will be used as a visual 
reminder of the 40,000 persons diagnosed 
with HIV in Canada. The stones will be 
taken to reservations and conferences as a 
teaching tool for youth on HIV and 
AIDS, much like the AIDS quilt idea, 
with particular emphasis on Aboriginal 
communities (one of the fastest rising 
groups contracting HIV at this time). 

Your donation of some or all of 
these Apache Tears would be greatly 
appreciated, and would help us immense- 
ly in the battle against new infections by 
education. Should you wish to donate, 
please use the following mailing address: 
Quinn Wade, 4 Nations PHA Advisory 
Council, 14 Myrtle Street, Apt 2, 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, 
B2Y01E6.AA. The not for profit regis- 
tration number is 3028304 (Nova Scotia 
Joint Stocks). 


Poem 


“/ Can Hear The Wind” 

A lot of my songs and poetry 
comes from places where you might least 
expect. Places like the cypress swamps at 
Big Cypress. I would take a walk in the 
swamps making sure that I dodge all the 
wasps nests, spider webs, and especially 
where I am stepping. 

I stop and listen to Gods nature, 
it is the most beautiful music and sounds 
to me. I look up in the trees where a 
squirrel has his little den or an owl look- 
ing at me with his fierce looking eyes. I 
can hear the birds making their sounds, I 
guess you might say (< God s nature of 
Orchestra. ” 

Here is one of my poems that I 
derived from my swamp ventures: 

( T can hear the wind 
blowin ’ thru the cypress trees. 

I can hear the melody 
rhetorically in the gentle breeze. 

Apparitional phenomenon maybe 
surmise what you will. 

Neophyte soul to the cause 
festoonity leaves you unfill. 

I can hear the rain 
brewing in the atmosphere. 

I can sense the rudiment 
of the honeybee s toil and fear. 

Close your eyes with me 
and listen to the wind. 

Close your eyes with me 

let God s nature be your friend. ” 

— Cowbone 


Personals 


Searching for Timiteo 
Marin. Last known residence was 
Brighton Seminole Reservation. If you 
know where Timmy can be located or can 
get a message to him that I am trying to 
locate him, I would appreciate it. 

This is in refernence to an emer- 
gency of concern. You may contact me by 
email at KatharineLynne@hotmail.com. 

Thanks, Jessica Harden. 


Seminole Talent Search 


A Ka Som Hu Toom Meech Ka: You Are Very Talented! 


Did you know that you have 
numerous abilities, talents, and gifts that 
God gave you to exhibit? I believe that 
God spends more time with us Seminoles 
and all Native Americans in giving us His 
blessings in talents and abilities. Many of 
our people are multi-talented - you have 
been blessed with ambidextrousness, if 
you will. 

I believe that it’s about time we 
showcase our people’s abilities and tal- 
ents. We do have enormous and tremen- 
dous gifts that God instilled in us and it’s 
a shame to let it go unnoticed and many 
times wasted. 

A couple of weeks ago 
Ambassador for the Seminole Tribe Mr. 


Joe Dan Osceola and I spoke about hav- 
ing a talent display among our own peo- 
ple in the Tribe. We have not set a date for 
this activity, as of today, but we will make 
it known to you as soon as we can. 

I know that many of our people 
have made efforts to show their talents. 
But, there are many more of you in the 
Seminole Tribe that are dormant with 
your talents and abilities. We want to give 
you an opportunity to show your God- 
given talent and be proud of it. 

If you can sew those beautiful 
Seminole clothes, patchwork or if you can 
carve wood or paint pictures, we do want 
you to show it. There are many of you 
that write poetry or songs or stories. 


There are people who create 
dancing cars and trucks, high-powered 
sound systems. There are kids that can 
ride tricks on their bikes, skateboards and 
scooters. Then there are athletes, cow- 
boys, cowgirls, alligator wrestlers, singers 
and musicians. William Cypress and Lil’ 
William Osceola have a western Indian 
dancing and singing duo. 

There’s a whole lot more talented 
Tribal citizens that I can’t remember to 
name, but I sure hope that you will partic- 
ipate in our endeavor. Haw-en-ka-sha! 

Hem-mung-ala-ka 

Cowbone 


Health Notice 


Dear Seminole Tribal Member: 


As of April 1, 2001, you should 
be using your Seminole Tribe Member 
Health Plan Card. Your new card works 
like the one you have, and will have the 
head of 
household 
name and 
social secu- 
rity number 
on the card. 

Your new 
card must 
be present- 
ed each 
time you or 
one of your 
household 
dependents 
(children) 

go to the doctor’s office, dentist, or drug 
store-pharmacy. There will be a toll free 
phone number (866) 505-6789 on the 
back of your card if a provider needs to 
call to verify your health benefits or if 
you have any questions about your bene- 
fits. There will also be a toll free phone 
number (800) 228-3108 for SAV-RX 
should the pharmacy or you have any 
questions regarding your prescriptions. 

The new card will not effect the 
doctors or providers that you currently 
see, as long as they are a member of one 


of the preferred provider organizations, 
BeechStreet, Community Health 
Providers, DenteMax, and SAV-RX. 
When a provider calls to verify your 

health bene- 
fits, the 
provider will 
be asked if 
they are a 
member of 
BeechStreet, 
Community 
Health 
Partners, 
DenteMax, 
or SAV-RX. 

The new 
card that you 
will receive 
will be more convenient to use since you 
will be able to go to your doctor, dentist, 
and pick up your medication at the phar- 
macy using one card. If you were to lose 
your card, please contact Madio 
Adjusting Company - the insurance 
company at (866) 505-6789. 

Once you receive your new 
card, please discard existing Seminole 
Health Plan Card after April 1, 2001. Be 
sure not to throw away your Medicare or 
other insurance cards you may have. 



Where Do I Get A New Insurance Card? 

You may pick up your new insurance card at the following locations: 

Hollywood Health Department Clinic (954) 962-2009. Big Cypress 
Clinic (863) 983-5151. Brighton/Fort Pierce Clinic (863) 763-0271, Sally 
Tommie. Immokalee Field Office (941) 657-6567, Linda Beletso, Billie Napper- 
Bodway. Tampa (813) 621-2811, Sue Harjo. Trail Seminoles - Miccosukee 
Health Clinic - Sallie Jim (305) 223-8380. Naples residents contact Brian 
Zepeda. Tribal citizens who live out of the area/state will have their cards mailed 
to their home address. 

If you have any questions about your new card or have not received 
your card, please contact the Hollywood Seminole Health Department Managed 
Care Staff at (954) 962-2009. 


Congratulations 

Congratulations newlyweds 
Vinson and Camellia on Dec. 2, 2000 in 
Las Vegas, Nev. Love and best wishes. 
Family, friends and the Brighton 
Community. 
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Job Announcements 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

A-Built/CAD Drafter 
Jan. 8, 2001 

Until Filled 

Hollywood, Utilities 
$26,000 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Gaming Inspector 

Nov. 7, 2000 

Until Filled 

Hollywood 
$26,000 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Patient Accounts Coord. 
Nov. 7, 2000 

Until Filled 

Health/Mgd. Care, BC 
NA 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Patient Services Clerk 
Nov. 7, 2000 

Until Filled 

Health/Mgd. Care, BC 
$18,720 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Secretary 

Jan. 2, 2001 

Until Filled 

Housing, Hollywood 
$25,500 with benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Counselor 

Nov. 7, 2000 

Until Filled 

Family Services, Brtn. 
Negotiable 

Job Title: 

Accounts Payable 


Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$18,720 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Gaming Investigator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Gaming, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$19,650 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Community Health 
Educator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$30,000 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Dental Assistant 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$24,960 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 

HR Assistant/ 
Background Investigator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Human Resources, 
Hollywood 

Salary: 

$23,920 annually 
w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

$35,000 annually 



w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Site Manager 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hotmeals, Hollywood 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: 

Transporter 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: 

Tribal Clerk 
/Admin. Assistant 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$24,960 with benefits 

Location: 

Secretary Treasurer’s 
Office, Hollywood 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

Location: 

Gaming, Brighton 

Job Title: 

Medical Receptionist 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$18,740 with benefits 

Location: 

Health, Brighton 

Job Title: 

Operator/ 

Maintenance Trainee 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

Location: 

Utilities, Brighton 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Tribal Counselor 

March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 
$20,300 with benefits 
Family Services, 
Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Tribal Outreach/Worker 
March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 
$20,300 with benefits 
Family Services, 
Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Custodian 

March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 
$15,600 with benefits 
Ahfachkee, BC 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Medical Social Worker 
March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 

Negotiable with benefits 
Family Services, BC 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 

Permanent Sub. Teacher 
March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 

$12.50 per hr w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Secretary 

March 28, 2001 

Until Filled 
$16,640 with benefits 
Family Services, BC 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 

Teachers Aide 

March 28, 2001 


Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$13,644 w / benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$13,644 w/benefits 

Location: 

Gaming, Coconut Creek 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$28,120 with benefits 

Location: 

Cultural Education, 
Immokalee 

Job Title: 

Gaming Clerk 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,200 w/ benefits 

Location: 

Gaming, Immokalee 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

Location: 

Gaming, Immokalee 

Job Title: 

Teacher Aide 3/4 yr. 
class 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$18,150 with benefits 

Location: 

Preschool Program, 
Immokalee 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

Location: 

Gaming, Tampa 
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Seminole Indian 
2001 At Chokolo 


SMALLWOOD TRADING 
POST — The weekend torrential rains 
that swooped in from the north country 
to cover Pithlachocco’s ancient canoes 
and liquefy parched Okeechobee Lake 
never made it to the southwest tip of 
Florida, March 31. So a few hundred 
Seminole and Miccosukee Indians, 
friends, family, tourists, fishermen, 
crabbers and history buffs remained dry 
as they gathered for the annual celebra- 
tion the locals call Seminole Indian 
Day. 

Tribal culture was on proud dis- 
play all day, as Chief Jim Billie talked 
himself hoarse conducting native cloth- 
ing, baby, arts and crafts and motorcy- 
cle contests. Frank Billie stood to relay 
his childhood memories of camping on 


the beach next to the store owned by 
pioneer Ted Smallwood. And 
folksingers Bobby Hicks, Hollywood 
Dave, C.W. Colt, Long John, Raiford 
Starke and Paul Buster kept the music 
flowing until darkness fell and the sea- 
son’s last blue crabs were cooked red. 

A small but richly cultural gath- 
ering, the Smallwood event comes clos- 
est to re-creating the feeling of those 
halcyon days of the Seminoles’ first 
contacts with non-Indians. Faces of 
these Seminoles tell a story more than 
100 years old, revisited once again on a 
speck of Ten Thousand Islands man- 
grove at the very edge of the Florida 
dream. 

— Story and photos by Peter B. Gallagher 
















Chickee Church Academy dedication, see below. 
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Lizina Bowers 
Receives Bail 
Bond License 

By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON —Miss Lizina 
Bowers, 19 has successfully completed the 
curriculum requirements and the qualification 
course standards set by thr State of Florida to 
obtain her Florida Bail Bonds License. Miss 
Bowers meet the high standards of the 
Florida Bail Bonds School Program to 
receive her agents license issued by the 
Florida Criminal Justice Dept.’s as a Limited 
Surety Agent. 

Lizina has been interested in crimi- 
nal justice since high school. Obtaining her 
Florida Bail Bond License is her first step in 
pursuing higher education in her chosen field 
of study criminal justice. 

The 80 hour class course held in 
Miami was offered by National Surety 
Services of Florida, Inc. Miss Bowers is the 
first Seminole Tribe of Florida member to 
receive her Bail Bond License. She now has 
to complete an apprenticeship program with 
an established Bail Bond Agency for six 
months. 

A meeting and interview has been 
scheduled with Mr. John G, and Mr. Doug 
Miller of Miller and Sulh Bail Bond Agents 
located in Kissimmee, Florida. The Miller 
and Shul agency will to help the young Miss 
Bowers find a suitable bond agency for her to 
complete the needed hours required to serve 
her apprenticeship under. 



Miss Indian World 2001 Ke Aloha Alo (White Mountain Apache/Hawaiian/Samoan). 

Gathering Of Nations Biggest Ever 


By Libby Blake 

ALBUQUERQUE - The 18th Annual 
Gathering of Nations (GON) welcomed tens of 
thousands Native Americans and visitors to ‘The 
Pit’ April 26 - 28 for the largest pow-wow in 
North America. Over 3,000 drums, singers and 


dancers participated and competed for $125,000 in 
prize money. 

Miss Seminole Princess, Desiree Jumper, 
joined with over 20 other young ladies represent- 

See GATHERING page 8 


Former Navajo Charirman MacDonald Comes Home 


By Barbara Secody 

TUBA CITY, AZ: THE NAVAJO 
NATION - Amidst cheers and jeers, former 
Navajo Chairman Peter MacDonald returned home 
to the Navajo Nation, after serving nearly eight 
years of his 14-year prison sentence. It was a 
prayer answered for him and his family, who never 
gave up in their tenacious attempts to secure his 
release. As it has always been, there are no luke- 
warm feelings when it comes to the former 
Chairman. He is either loved or hated by his peo- 
ple, with the ratio being closely split 50/50. 
Following his release, a website was set up, where 
people could express their opinions regarding the 
commutation of his sentence. Even though many 
still harbor the grudges regarding the incident in 
Window Rock - which resulted in the tragic death 
of one of his supporters, most of the Dine’ feel it 
necessary to move on and make serious attempts at 
restoring hozho (harmony) among the people. 
Once that happens, the healing may begin. 

After contacting Mr. MacDonald, he was 
gracious enough to grant an interview to The 
Seminole Tribune regarding his life, time spent in 
prison, his reunion with family and friends and his 
plans for the future. 

The following is an interview with Mr. 
Peter MacDonald, former Chairman of the Navajo 
Nation who has been released from Federal prison 
after serving nearly eight years of a 14 year sen- 
tence. President Clinton commuted his sentence - 
the day he left office. 

Secody: Ya aa teh! Mr. MacDonald, and thank you 
for your time. First of all, we would like to wel- 


come you home and are in hopes that you are feel- 
ing well at this time. 

MacDonald: Yes, hello. Greetings to Chairman 
James Billie and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It 
is good to be home with my family and friends. I 
am feeling well, but have been taking things 
rather slowly since I had hip replacement surgery. 
The physicians have put certain restrictions on 
me, and there are things I still am not able to do. 

I look forward to visiting the Seminole 
Reservations in the future. 

Secody: Mr. MacDonald, what is your clan? 

MacDonald: I am Hashkaahazdzoho (yucca fruit 
in a row), born for Betanii (Father’s clan). 
Paternal grandfather’s clan is Tsinsikadni (tree 
standing) and maternal grandfather’s clan is 
Ashi’I (salt). 


Secody: What Chapter on the Navajo Nation are 
you originally from? 

MacDonald: I am from TeecNosPos chapter, 
bom and raised there. 

Secody: Could you please tell us about your fam- 
ily composition? For example, brothers, sisters, 
etc. 

MacDonald: I have three living sisters, all 

See MACDONALD, page 7 



Navajo Chief Peter MacDonald. 


New Construction 
Plans Lead To 
Hotel Closure 

By Dan McDonald 

TAMPA — Once it was the crown jewel of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s accomplishments, a facility that, 
when it opened, attracted a crowd of dignitaries and praise as 
the first hotel constmcted and mn by an Indian tribe. 

Called the Sheraton Tampa East, the $ 1 1 million 
hotel on the Tampa Reservation opened in December of 1986 
with 156 rooms. In 1990, then called the Sheraton Four- 
Points, the hotel added a six-story addition, which housed 
another 120 rooms. Now, since April 2, the sprawling white 
hotel is closed, awaiting a wrecking ball. 

“It’s sad in a way, that’s for sure,” said Sterling 
Howard, general manager of the facility that is making way 
for a $150 million hotel, casino, parking garage and Hard 
Rock Cafe. 

“We had a staff of 180 employees. They’re all gone, 
except for six people doing last minute cleanup and security. 

I don’t really understand the planning and concept of what’s 
coming, but I guess someone has it all figured out. This was 
a good facility. We normally ran about 70 percent occupancy, 
which was competitive for this market. Hopefully, the new 
facility will do as well and even better. I guess the casino 
will draw more people.” 

According to Tim Cox, Seminole Government 
Operations Manager, the new facility will include a 250- 
room, 12-story hotel, the Hard Rock Cafe, 75,000 square feet 
of gaming space and a four-story parking garage. 

“It (the old hotel) was supposed to be tom down in 
mid April sometime,” Cox said, revealing the actual hotel site 
will become the site of the parking garage. “I know the proj- 
ect is waiting on the signing of loan documents, but, I’m not 
in charge and don’t have many details.” 

While the actual demolition and new constmction 
has been delayed, the decommission of the old hotel is pro- 

See HOTEL, page 7 

Chickee Church 
Academy Dedication 
Held In Hollywood 

By Barbara Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — As with all reservations within 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Hollywood has seen a lot of 
changes in the last decade. One major addition has been the 
opening of the only Christian school located on any Florida 
Seminole reservation. 

On April 10, the Chickee Church Academy was offi- 
cially dedicated after a celebration dinner and play held at the 
Chickee Independent Baptist Church in Hollywood. 

Although the academy actually opened in September of 2000, 
board and staff wanted to wait until the facility was better 
furnished before the formal dedication. 

At 6 p.m., a dinner was served to community and 
church members, friends and guests who came to share in the 
celebration. Gladys Wigden and Pepper Harris, long-time 
missionaries on the reservation, visited unsuspectingly with 
friends - totally unaware of what surprise awaited them. 
Amazingly, even the young folks were able to suppress their 
excitement - so as not to give away the “secret”. 

By 7 p.m. the stage was set for the evenings’ pro- 
gram. Rev. Arlen Payne, Pastor of the church, welcomed 
everyone, and shared a scripture reading of Psalm 1 and a 
prayer. The first presentation on the program was a Seminole 
language demonstration presented by Jo North and Bonnie 
Motlow. They displayed large flash cards depicting numbers, 
animals and nature scenes. They quizzed the audience on the 
Mikasuki language translations. Herbert Jim, who was unable 
to attend the dedication service, teaches the students the class 
daily at the Academy. 

Next on the agenda was the presentation of the play, 
“That Morning After”, written and directed by KiKi Shaller. 
The play, presented by cast and crew of the Resurrection 
Ensemble Theater, depicted emotional scenes from the day 
after Christ died. The students did an excellent job in their 
presentation. 

“The Resurrection Ensemble Theater was organized 
in order to give CCA students, and other youth, the opportu- 
nity to participate in different areas of stagecraft. Because an 
ensemble cast has no ‘stars’, students are encouraged to work 
cooperatively for the good of the entire production. The term 
‘resurrection’ was chosen because it suggests a rising up, and 
a birthing of what is highest and most beautiful in the spirit 
of man. Our young performers are all new to the craft of act- 
ing, and while a smooth performance without flaws is always 
to be encouraged and hoped for, the main focus of our theater 
is to provide wholesome theatrical experiences which rein- 
force Christian principles for our students,” said Shaller. 

Cast and crew members included Talina Castillo, 
Spencer and Zachary Battiest, Harmony Stewart, Lauren and 

See CHICKEE, page 6 
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Pithlachocco Listed On 


National His toric Register 


By Charles Flowers 

TALLAHASSEE — Pithlachocco, the “place of long 
boats,” has been officially listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Secretary of State Katherine Harris, who visited the site 
with Chairman James Billie this January, made the announce- 
ment last month. The Register is maintained by the National 
Park Service of properties significant to national, state, or local 
history. Other Florida examples include the Art Deco neighbor- 
hood of Miami Beach, St. Augustine’s historic district, and six 
sites in Everglades National Park, including Anhinga Trail, 

Shark River Slough and the 10,000 Islands Archaeological 
District. 

Listing on the Register provides some protection, espe- 
cially from developments where federal funds or permits are 
required. 

“The listing of the Lake Pithlachocco Canoe Site pro- 
vides national recognition of this extraordinary find of Indian 
dugout canoes - the largest of its kind in the United States,” 
Harris said. 

Chairman Billie supported the state’s efforts to fast- 
track registration of the site on the National Register, to ensure 
protection of the ancient canoes, and other artifacts that may yet 
be discovered. 


Last May, the first of what would be nearly 1 00 canoes 
that have been located and mapped, were discovered on the 
northwestern shore of the kidney-shaped lake named for an 
early- 19th century Indian fighter from Georgia - Dan Newnan. 
Although little remains of Newnan’s battle, the canoe evidence is 
striking. 

Radiocarbon dating of 53 of the 93 canoes mapped so 
far shows they were built over a span of time from 5,000 to 500 
years ago. That range alone “shows the continuity of boat-build- 
ing traditions that continue to be an important aspect of modern 
Native American culture in Florida,” according to a release from 
Harris’ office. 

“This canoe find is of great significance to the south- 
eastern Indian people and all of Florida citizens,” Harris said. 

The discovery of the canoes coincided with a state-per- 
mitted logging operation that damaged at least seven of the 
ancient craft, according to archaeologists with the Division of 
Historic Resources. 

The damage focused attention on the practice of dead- 
head logging - removing timber that had sunk during the time of 
intense logging. That caused Gov. Jeb Bush to ban deadhead log- 
ging on Florida lakes, a move which was praised by environ- 
mentalists, who have also sought an end to deadhead logging in 
Florida rivers. 
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Editor: 

I grew up in Hollywood and 
went to school with Curtis Osceola. I also 
knew Moses Jumper Jr. He made me a 
blood brother a long time ago. I was born 
in 1959 in Hollywood. My name is Ray 
E. Wensel II. Can you let me know how 
Moses Jumper is doing? If you can, please 
find out more about me being a blood 
brother. 

Thank you all so much for your help on 
this matter. May only good things come to 
you all. 

Ray Wensel II 
docgray80@hotmail.com 

Editor: 

My subscription to the Seminole 
Tribune expired, and I’m enclosing a $25 
check for renewal. I miss reading the 
Seminole news and news from “Indian 
Country.” I want to write a few words 
about the Seminole Museums. My wish is 
every school child in America could visit 
the Seminole Museums. 

I visited the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum and campsite with my daughter 
on the Big Cypress Reservation. Such a 
beautiful and educational place. It’s quiet 
and peaceful surroundings. It is one thing 
to read about clothing, crafts, and living, 
but to experience the demonstrations and 
traditions is the real experience. 

Dorothy Eblin 

Boyton Beach 

Dear Ms. Connie Brightwell: 

Regarding your letter to the edi- 
tor of the Seminole Tribune dated 
4/13/01 , the Ahfachkee School is not 
interested in reviewing/critiquing the 
manuscript for Bordering On The Edge. 
Normal protocol asks that requests for 
the participation of my staff in such 
activities be made directly through the 
school's administration. 

Regarding gauging the accuracy 
of the manuscript in question , I feel that 
Dr. Patricia R. Wickman, is in a much 
better position to judge the content valid- 
ity of the prospective novel. 

She works for the Seminole Tribe and is 
a reknowned Florida historian. Perhaps 
if you contacted her , she would be inter- 
ested in assisting you amidst her busy 
schedule. 

Regarding your statement in you 
letter to the editor ; “How can younger 
children who are living in this century 
understand the death of the Everglades 
and Tribal life. ..”,1 disagree with you 
that Tribal life has experienced death. 
Tribal life , in my opinion , is alive and 
well though different possibly than what 
you recollect at another time. Please 
take care. 

— Dr. Patrick V. Gaffney - Principal 

The following is the letter from the April 
13 issue , 

Editor: 

Shocked! The new Learning 
Center, the Gymnasium, the School (well 
deserved . . . those trips to Clewiston had 
to stop!), the old Learning Center that will 
become the police station, the future 
buildings that will be in the hammock 
besides the existing Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. 

I was born and raised in Florida. 


I grew up in Hollywood. Everything west 
of University Drive was no man’s land. 
Everglades 84 (1-595 — 1-75) and Alligator 
Alley were spooky roads to travel 
upon. In the 1980s rapid change began, of 
course, I don’t need to tell you. But for 
people who weren’t around in the 50s and 
60s this metropolis west of University 
Drive to the Eastern Everglades’ border 
does not shock their souls like it does 
those who know it wasn’t always devel- 
oped. 

I was camping in the Everglades 
(actually, Markham Park) four years 
ago. Weston offended me so profoundly 
that I wrote a children’s novel. I wanted to 
write about the drastic change and at the 
same time not come off too didactic. I 
wanted, in the process of writing this fic- 
tion, to educate the young reader with the 
facts about the flora, fauna, nations, and 
death of the Everglades. 

How can younger children, who 
are living in this century understand the 
death of the Everglades and Tribal life if 
they don’t know its birth and life which is 
being strangled before their adulthood? 

On the day I set up my tent, I 
asked my brother, “Are we really in the 
Everglades? Then, where’s the boundaries 
for Weston, or Broward County now that 
Hollywood Boulevard goes all the way 
out to Flamingo where it’s all developed? 
Do they keep erasing the border line?” 
Shocked! 

The novel is entitled: Bordering 
On The Edge. An aging Everglades 
Indian, who manages a Fort Lauderdale 
Beach hotel, recruits two young hotel 
guests to help him deliver ancient saw 
grass dust to the angry geo-gods. I have 
forwarded the manuscript to various 
teachers who have categorized the novel 
as fictional history/study unit/supplemen- 
tal reading, i.e., history text can be dry 
and a fictional history novel can be used 
to “pull from.” “Pull from” means sub- 
jects are exposed in the novel about the 
Everglades formation, water control prob- 
lems, extinction both in flora and fauna, 
Seminole Indian Wars, etc. 

I would like to send the manu- 
script to a willing teacher at Ahfachkee. 
I’m sure the subject matter is common 
sense at Ahfachkee, but I’d like to make 
sure the facts are portrayed in an enter- 
taining yet fairly accurate manner. 

Connie Brightwell, Auteri, NY, 
cauteri@impop. bellatlantic.net 

Editor: 

It is only fitting that the 
Seminole Tribe acquirers land in Osceola 
County once again. That area was part of 
the land given to the Seminoles by Treaty 
of Moultrie Creek in 1823. Coacoochee 
was born in a village on an island in Lake 
Tohopeliga around 1807. The northwest 
part of the county has Reedy Creek, 
which used to be Hatchee-Lustee Creek 
(Black Creek), and was also once the 
home of the Seminoles. And the county is 
named for one of the most famous war- 
riors in Seminole history — Osceola. 

If the Orlando Sentinel or the county offi- 
cials act surprised of the Tribe’s land pur- 
chase, they only need to refresh their 
memory by reading their own newspaper 
articles about it that was published in the 
Sentinel about 3 years ago. This is no 
secret deal, and has been done in the 


open. The attitudes reflected by the 
Sentinel and county officials show igno- 
rance and stereotypical behavior. What is 
so wrong with allowing the original 
inhabitants of the area to come home 

Sincerely, 

Chris Kimball 

Fort Morgan, Alabama 

Editor: 

I am a student from sawgrass 
springs who just finished coming from a 
school trip from billie swamp safari. I 
thought the place was awesome. I loved 
the chikee huts were very cool. Ialso liked 
when that guy cat tail was teaching us 
about snakes.He was very funny. The best 
part of the trip was when we went on the 
airboat and when we went on the swamp 
buggy in the night. Thanks alot Ihad a lot 
of fun.Iplanning to come back soon.Keep 
up the good work. 

LumenisC@hotmail.com 

Editor: 

For one of my graduate classes, I 
was to gather an anthology of articles 
regarding funding of reservation schools. 
Unfortunately, the federal powers that be 
which are responsible for funding do not 
make a habit of publishing articles about 
the poor job they do funding Native 
American Education on the various reser- 
vations throughout the U.S. After observ- 
ing their practices of a lack of funding for 
Native American Education in Florida and 
Arizona, somehow I’m not too surprised 
at the federal government’s lack of brag- 
ging about it in published articles! 

I have made some other observa- 
tions & I will appreciate your response. It 
appears that those tribes which have natu- 
ral resources to develop, such as on the 
Big Cypress which has the advantage of 
the nearness of the riparian area of the 
Everglades, into tourism or which have 
developed resorts & casinos near well- 
populated areas, such as Casino of the 
Sun & the Apache Hondo Casino, have 
generated their own funding which is used 
to improve education, housing, & health 
care on the rez. 

I am impressed with the achieve- 
ments of the Seminole Tribe, which has 
literally taken charge of the natural 
resources available on the Big Cy. The 
parental involvement in their children’s 
education and the outspokeness reminds 
me of my mother, whose father was part 
Seminole. There is a world of difference 
in the websites and available developed 
resources of the Seminoles of Florida and 
those of Oklahoma, like day and night. 

It would seem that those tribes 
which are doing the best are those which 
have made it a point to not wait for feder- 
al funding or regulations to improve edu- 
cation on the reservations. Is this an 
accurate 

conclusion on my part? If you know of 
any websites which could give me further 
information, I will be ever so grateful for 
your help with my research. 

Sincerely, 

Veronica Valentino 

RS. KXCI has played some tracks from 
Chief Jim Billie’s CD. It’s great! Signup 
for your free USWEST.mail Email 
account http://www.uswestmail.net 


Archers 

Team Florida 

Third Qualifying Round Begins 
June 2nd at 10:00 am 
in Big Cypress 


Team Florida Qualifications: 

1. This will be the third often qualifying rounds. 

2. Must have shot at a minimum of 8 qualifying rounds. 

3. We will use your average score from your best eight rounds. 

4. Highest average in each category will represent Team Florida. 

If you have any questions or need more information, call Steve Young at Hollywood 
Rec. at (954) 989-9457. 




Lahbungen pethet tahlahgim (In the mud lays a boat). 


Chickee Church 


A long, long time ago, before the 
Chickee Church was built, our 
group used to go many different 
places to hold our services. Joann Micco 
had a restaurant where the Seminole 
Police Department station is now, and this 
is where services were 
held for a while. Before 
that, we went to the gym- 
nasium and at times we 
met in the home or 
empty apartment of one 
of the church members. I 
used to think that the 
way we moved around was the same as 
Moses when he used to roam with his 
group in the wilderness. 

Then, finally, the Council gave 
us a small plot of land in front of the clin- 
ic. At first, we held services in a tent that 
was erected on the lot. 

Then, one day, Ronnie Doctor 
got some men together and they went out 
and cut cypress logs and cabbage palm 
fronds and they made a church. The 
Chickee Church. That was over ten years 
ago, and we’ve been meeting there ever 
since. But, we always had a problem. The 
church was built over a water line and we 
were always being warned that if the line 
broke, it could wash our whole church 
right away. 

Finally, this month, we’re going 
to move into a new home. A new building 
is going to become our meeting place and 
the Chickee Church is coming down. 

I thank God that He let our 
Church survive all this time, but I can't 


tell you how sad I'll be to see that Chickee 
Church come down. We'd love to keep it, 
but it's time to move our Church away 
from that water line. 

And, we've also gotten much 
bigger. Last Sunday there were about 87 
people at the service. 
People had to stand 
outside to hear the 
sermon. It was a 
great turnout and it 
was especially nice 
because we had a lot 
of youngsters at the 
service. That's great to see. 

Soon, we'll be in the new build- 
ing, which holds over 150 people. It will 
seat everyone, but it won't be the same. 
But, we're going to save the old building 
and maybe we'll use some of the logs to 
make a covered porch for the new 
Church. 

As for a name, well, chickee 
means house in the Miccosukee language. 
It doesn't mean a thatch covered house. 

It's any house. So, maybe we'll still call 
the new place the Chickee Church. 

Until then, we'll still be meeting 
for a few more weeks in the original 
Chickee Church. Everyone is invited to 
come and visit before we move into our 
new home. It's an opportunity that will 
soon be gone, and I hope you come with 
us. It's your last chance to follow Moses 
as we move out of the wilderness for 
good. 

Hope you come out and join us. 




Ten years ago, the Chickee Church was built. 
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Reflections By Patsy West 


Seminoles And Law And Order 


Part 1 


W ell into the 20th century and in 
some cases up to the 1950’s, the 
Florida Seminole and 
Miccosukee Indians generally governed 
themselves judicially. The old adage of 
“an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” 
was the general rule, in other words if 
someone hurt someone, they could expect 
retaliation, this pitted clan against clan 
when a wrong was committed. 

“Each time an Indian was caught 
telling a lie, a bit of ear was cropped off. 
Usually after a couple of crops they 
became either truthful or 
careful,” recalled Miami 
pioneer Mary Douthit 
Conrad. Ear cropping was 
the punishment in the 
case of Crop Ear Charlie 
who had gotten drunk 
and divulged forbidden 
information in the 1870’s. 

The alcohol stimulated 
Charlie to relate an inci- 
dent to some white drink- 
ing buddies that incrimi- 
nated his tribesmen. 

Charlie told how some 
young Seminole men had 
murdered a settler named 
Shives and his family 
years before in what was 
known as an “unsolved 
murder.” The news was 
so shocking that Charlie’s 
drinking buddies felt 
compelled to tell the 
Sheriff and the law came 
down on the local 
Seminoles. However, 
since the murder had 
taken place years before 
and was an isolated case, 
and since the area 
Seminoles had thereto- 
fore been exemplary citi- 
zens, the authorities 
decided to let it go. But, 

Charlie did not fare so 
well. Because he could have caused his 
peers to be imprisoned or worse yet pro- 
voked the whites to rise up against the 
Seminoles, he was punished by the tribal 
council and had his ear cropped off. 

W. Stanley Hanson of Ft. Myers 
was referred to as the “white medicine 
man” of the Seminoles because of his 
close ties to the Big Cypress group, and 
his honorary involvement as a judge for at 
least one Seminole council decision which 
involved capital punishment. In the 1930’s 
Hanson noted that a member of a slain 
Seminole’s family (clan) had the right to 
take the life of the killer within four days 
of a murder. If the accused killer kept out 
of sight for 4 days however, he was grant- 
ed immunity until the next Green Corn 


Dance when he could plead his case. 
However, it was seldom that a murder 
would go unpunished if the offender could 
be caught. There were ways around the 
system however. If someone had commit- 
ted a punishable crime they could hide out 
until the next Green Com Dance. If they 
were able to reach the Com Dance 
grounds undiscovered, they would indeed 
go unpunished. It was the Wind clan, who 
upheld law and order according to Albert 
de Vane, an avocational historian who 
spent much time with the Seminoles in 
the 1940’s and 1950’s. The Wind clan 
could “hunt down and bring to justice an 
offender any time throughout the year, or 
until the following Green Com Dance.” 


Capital punishment was also 
practiced by the Florida Seminoles into 
the twentieth century. Most murderers 
were considered candidates for capital 
punishment, but incest was also punish- 
able by death. Incest, as it applied to the 
Seminoles’ matrilineal kinship system, 
meant having relations with a person of 
your own clan. This was considered a 
serious crime, as it undercut the important 
basic kinship system on which the culture 
was based. Miscegenation or having a 
child outside the Seminole gene pool was 
also punishable by death for the mother 
and the child. By the 1920’s the mother 
was apparently exempted, as a couple of 
instances in the 1920’s show. However, 


the children of such relations were still 
killed at least as late as the 1920’s and at 
serious risk until the 1940’s. Betty Mae 
Jumper and her brother Howard were the 
first half breed Seminole children to 
escape being killed in the 1920’s. 

Offences of a more minor nature, 
but nonetheless punishable were slothful- 
ness (not assuming one’s share of the 
daily camp regimen), dmnkenness, shirk- « 
ing of marital responsibilities, acting in a | 
way that the Seminole cultural mores con- ^ 
sidered to be abnormal or indiscreet a 

which included: boasting, ambitious 
behavior, or in Charlie’s case, discussing 
things that he shouldn’t with outsiders. 
Signing documents, a tribal taboo well 


into this century, might also come under 
that ruling. Individuals who were repeat 
offenders of non capital punishable crimes 
could find themselves on death row 
because the minor punishments and coun- 
seling did not seem to have an effect. The 
intervention of tribal medicine to effect a 
cure for disruptive behavior was also very 
important to the process of integrating the 
person back into the graces of the tribe. A 
person who had been condemned to die 
by the Tribal Council was given time to 
settle his affairs before he was put to 
death. 

— Reflections 188 



Tom Billie, John Willie, and Billy Motlow. Elders and Councilmen were responsible for decisions 
concerning the welfare of tribal individuals. 


Gladys A. Wigden And H. Pepper Harris: 
First Ladies Of Seminole Christian Ministry 


By Barbara Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — Gladys and Pepper are their names 
- and saving souls is their game! It seems like they have been 
around forever, and for some - they have. For 34 years the two 
missionaries have been permanent fixtures on the Seminole 
reservation. They are two of the most highly respected and 
revered non-Seminole residents ever to reside among the 
Seminole people. 

Gladys, who is currently 84 years young, was born and 
raised in Naples, New York. The only girl in a family of six 
children began singing gospel music with her five brothers. 

They soon began touring the 
United States as the Wigden 
Family Gospel Singers. Along 
the way, she was introduced to 
Shirley Antone, matriarch of 
the original Antone Family 
Singers. She also met the 
Sonny Claus Family as well as 
other Native American singing 
groups who preached and sang 
along the gospel music circuit. 

Gladys quickly connected with 
these wonderful people, who 
eventually would be her 
strength during the most diffi- 
cult years of her life. 

Meanwhile, Pepper 
Harris, a long-time acquain- 
tance of Gladys (since 1945), 
was residing in Millville, New 
Jersey. She graduated from 
Kings College with a 
Bachelor’s degree in 1956 - 
after successfully completing Pine Brook Bible College in Pine 
Brook, New Jersey. They stayed in touch through the years and 
met for visits when both schedules permitted. 

By the mid sixties, the last of Gladys’ family had passed 
on, leaving her to continue on alone with their music ministry. It 
was at that time she was reunited with Shirley Antone, who 
invited her to accompany them to Hollywood, Florida where 
they were scheduled to sing for the Seminole people at the 
Mekusukey Baptist Church. She decided to join them on their 
visit, where she met other Seminole Christian people. She 
learned of the great need for missionaries here, and vowed to 
pray for guidance. 

Eventually Joe Billie, of Brighton, who had met Gladys 
through the Antone Family, extended an offer for her to come 
and minister to the people of the Brighton reservation. She 
agreed to come; and made a commitment to help in any way the 
Lord would lead her. However, Joe passed on prior to her 
arrival, before informing his successor, Dick Bowers, of his invi- 
tation. So when Gladys arrived, everyone was confused for a 
short time about where she was really needed the most. 

It was 1967, and Betty Mae Jumper was the Chairman 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Betty Mae, already a devout 
Christian herself, received word of the situation, and requested 
that Gladys come to Hollywood. When the two spoke, she con- 
vinced Gladys that Hollywood had the most urgent need - espe- 
cially in regards to the young people. 

After meeting with Pastor Bill Osceola, it was decided that 
Gladys would reside on the Hollywood reservation, where she 


would help wherever she was needed. She was provided a 
mobile home, which was set up behind the Mekesukey Baptist 
Church. 

Gladys, with her kind and gentle ways, immediately 
bonded to many of the people as she began teaching music to the 
young people. She made herself available for anyone who need- 
ed spiritual guidance. Some just wanted to talk about their prob- 
lems - everyone trusted her. She offered spiritual guidance to 
those who were troubled and turned away no one. 

Through the years, her unfaltering example was the 
basis for many coming to the Lord to serve. She fed the people 

spiritually and even fed 
those who had no food. 
Gladys would give any- 
thing she had to someone 
in need and, by 1969, she 
found herself over- 
whelmed with her music 
teaching and ministry 
work. 

After consulting with 
Pastor Osceola and the 
church Elders, she con- 
tacted long-time friend 
Pepper who was working 
in New Jersey. She invit- 
ed Pepper to come and 
visit - sharing with her 
the great need for mis- 
sionary work among the 
Seminole people. Pepper 
eagerly agreed to come, 
and took up residence 
with Gladys in her trailer 
behind the church. Her services as a teacher and her rapport 
with the young people took her back and forth between 
Hollywood, Brighton and the other reservations. 

Pepper eventually began to tutor the children at the old 
Dorothy S. Osceola Building, located near the Hollywood gym. 
There, the children would come in after school and she would 
spend time daily with them - helping them with their school- 
work, and counseling those with problems. She too, soon 
became a trusted friend to the Seminole people. 

Through the years, Gladys and Pepper have done much 
for the Seminole people, and have been accepted by many - as 
part of the family. 

Thirty- four years later, the two missionaries are still 
spreading God’s word and are still committed to the Seminole 
people. In an emotional ceremony held on April 10 in 
Hollywood, they were bestowed with one of the greatest honors 
they had ever received. (See Chickee Christian Academy story.) 

Gladys and Pepper both worked tirelessly in their 
efforts to help the Chickee Church realize their dream of starting 
a Christian school on the Seminole reservation - after all it had 
always been their dream as well. 

Although the ladies were totally stunned by the dedica- 
tion service - which had been a well-kept secret up until the time 
of the actual announcement by Rev. Arlen Payne, they were hon- 
ored by the gesture. Although they are not able to get around to 
as many functions as they would like, they are still going strong 
and are still there for the people - their people - now and always. 
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Bigger building with bigger name. 


Chickee Independent Baptist 
Church Recalls Humble Be ginning 


By Barbara Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — The Chickee 
Independent Baptist Church on the 
Hollywood reservation, like many of its 
members, has evolved from humble 
beginnings. At one time, it was simply 
known as “the little Chickee Church at the 
comer.” 

The one-room “chickee” - (the 
Mikasuki word for house) - served as a 
temporary facility for the new church, 
which only had a handful of members at 
that time. Today, the congregation, whose 
population has grown to great numbers, 
enjoys a beautiful doublewide mobile 
building - located right next door to the 
original building - and is now known as 
the Chickee Independent Baptist Church. 
The little chickee is now gone it will 
always remain dear in the hearts of those 
it served for so many years. 

The history of the Chickee 
Church dates back to 1983, when circum- 
stances dictated the need for a new church 
to serve the Hollywood community. 
Several of the members began the process 
it would take to start in a new church. The 
group prayed for spiritual guidance and 
prayed for a sign that they were doing 
God’s will. They began to move forward 
with the idea, and were able to acquire 
land located at the comer of 64th Avenue 
and Osceola Circle. It didn’t take long to 
realize that no money was available for 
the purchase of a building to house a new 
church, so the decision was made to con- 
struct a chickee, which would temporarily 
serve as their new place of worship. 

Ronnie Doctor, who was an inde- 
pendent chickee builder, gathered his 
workers together, and with the help of 
many of the other men in the group, began 
constmction as soon as the necessary 
paperwork was completed. Even the 
ladies pitched in and everyone did their 
part. They worked hand-in-hand for long 
hours each day until the beautiful chickee 
was completed in 1984. 

Dr. Lew Stewart, who was a 
retired preacher from Pennsylvania, 
accepted the invitation to serve as the pas- 
tor of the new church - which immediate- 
ly started drawing in new members. For 
seven years, he led the congregation and 


preached at the little church until he was 
forced to leave - due to his wife’s health 
problems. Her illness would require 
much of his time, so with great sadness in 
leaving the church he had helped grow, 
and the people he had come to love, he 
resigned. 

In 1991, Rev. Arlen Payne filled 
the vacancy as pastor of the church, which 
was now growing larger each week. 
Eventually, the little chickee became too 
small to accommodate the large congrega- 
tion, and the decision was made that a 
larger building must become their number 
one priority. 

Several members approached 
Chairman James Billie, and pleaded their 
cause. The Chairman assisted them in 
their acquisition of a new building, and in 
the summer of 1994, the congregation cel- 
ebrated the dedication of the new building 

- which was placed next door to the little 
chickee. With a bigger building, came a 
bigger name. They became known as the 
Chickee Independent Baptist Church. 

This summer will mark the tenth 
anniversary of Rev Payne’s service to the 
church as pastor. He, wife Lana, and chil- 
dren Sara, Rachael and James have 
enjoyed living among the Seminoles and 
are well liked by the members. 

Rev. Payne has done much dur- 
ing his tenure as pastor. He was instru- 
mental in the planning and implementa- 
tion of the concept to bring in a Christian 
school to the Hollywood reservation. 
Church members say that he has gone 
above and beyond his duties as pastor, and 
has always been there for the people. 

They look forward to a long, continued 
relationship between the Payne family and 
the Seminole people. 

Visitors and new members are 
welcome to the church, which always has 
something exciting happening. “Sing-spi- 
rations,” revivals, dinners, (dinners... din- 
ners... and more dinners), birthdays and 
much more are celebrated. One member 
stated, “If there is nothing in particular to 
celebrate, we make up something to cele- 
brate: but we always celebrate something 

- especially our salvation and the many 
blessings the Lord has bestowed upon us.” 


Seminole Libraries On The 
Move- Growing Inside And Out 


BRIGHTON — On March 23 
the Billy Osceola Memorial Library on 
the Brighton Reservation opened its new, 
glass-etched doors to a spacious expanded 
facility which more than doubles its size. 
One side is able to accommodate the juve- 
nile materials and resources and there is a 
nicely furnished new adult section with a 
quiet reading and meeting area. 

The United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission, represented by their Seminole 
member, Mabel Haught, graciously spon- 
sored this undertaking. However, comple- 
tion of the two-year project was not possi- 
ble without the additional assistance of 
the Chairman’s office, Councilman Jack 
Smith Jr. and his staff, Ray Collier and his 
construction crew as well as the many 
Methodist volunteers. 

An official inauguration will take 
place in the near future, but until then the 
library is welcoming everyone to check 
out this beautiful new facility and the sev- 
eral hundred new books that recently 
arrived. 

The Hollywood Dorothy Scott 
Osceola Memorial Library also has 
received lots of new titles to browse or 


check out, and the computer lab now has 
all 12 PCs hooked up to the Internet. The 
library staff encourages anyone to come 
over to read or use the computers. 
Instruction is available for novices and 
there are several fun typing programs 
available for adults or kids to practice 
keyboard skills. 

Big Cypress Willie Frank 
Memorial Library is keeping most of its 
new books in boxes, waiting for the 
upcoming move to a spacious first floor 
location in the new office complex sched- 
uled to open soon. Immokalee hasn’t 
been left out either, because plans have 
started for the construction of a new com- 
munity building, which will include a 
library. In the mean time Immokalee staff 
are busy with new music classes as well 
as evening adult and junior scrabble con- 
tests. 

Contact your individual libraries 
by phone, e-mail or just drop by to read, 
explore, study or surf! Also, look for 
Library Summer Program information in 
the next Tribune. 

— Submitted by Diane Diaz , Librarian 
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Brighton Kids Spend A Day With Nature 


Three Artists With Seminole Ties 


By Tommy Benn 

OKEECHOBEE — “Barefoot 
Artist” Guy LaBree, Photographer “Borjn’ 
and father and son sculptors Brad and Brad 
Cooley Jr — all with long time ties to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida — showcased 
their work at Miss Kitty Raulerson’s 
“Absolutely Art Gallery” in downtown ear- 
lier this month. 

Arcadia resident Guy LaBree 
spent much of his time with his Seminole 
friends on the Dania(Hollywood) 
Reservation sleeping in the Native 
American’s Chickee, drinking sofkee 
“These friendships have stayed in my heart 
and have been the title subject of much of 
my work.” 

Swedish bom “Borjn” lives in the 
tiny hamlet of Lakeport where the ‘glades 
and Lake Okeechobee have been the center 
of much of his work. Honing a special rela- 
tionship with Florida wildlife, natural habi- 
tat, native foliage, and Florida native peo- 


ple one, the photographer travelels by air- 
boat ,bass boat, buggy or horseback to 
make his camera lens shutter. 

The Cooley also use the Seminoles 
and their local wildlife as subject material. 
The senior Cooley has been sculpting for 
over 30 years ; the younger Cooley about 
10. They start with models carved in clay, 
hand tooling and covering with latex rub- 
ber. After a wax impression, the image is 
dipped into a ceramic plaster and replaced 
with molten liquid bronze. Once cooled the 
cast is removed using a small sculptor’s 
hammer. Voila! Bronze! 

The Cooley are presently working 
on a special larger than life bronze image 
of the great Seminole leader “Sam Jones”. 

The evening events also served to 
promote Raulerson’s Gallery business and 
to allow the “Friends of the Okeechobee 
Battlefield” a fomm to promote the saving 
of the historic landmark. 


Full Service Deli In Big Cypress 




Using the seining technique to identify aquatic organisms. 


BIG CYPRESS — On April 16, 
while many students were sleeping in or watch- 
ing TV on their day off from school, approxi- 
mately 20 students from the Brighton 
Reservation traveled to Big Cypress to leam 
about archaeology, medicinal plants, and water 
resources. The students and their chaperones 
were hosted by the Tribe’s Water Resource 
Management Department and AH-TAH-TI-KI 
Museum, which haves provided similar pro- 
grams for the past several years. 

This year’s trip was also a chance to 
show the students the international significance 
of their homeland by hosting members of the 
Everglades-Pantanal Initiative (EPI), Maria do 
Carmo Zinato, of the Center for Environmental 
Studies, and Cecy Oliviera, a Brazilian journal- 
ist and author of Agua Online. EPI is a joint 
project between the Florida Center for 
Environmental Studies and South American 
institutes trying to protect the Pantanal from 
the dredging and draining that damaged the 
Everglades ecosystem. The Pantanal 
Matogrosso, located between Brazil, Paraguay 
and Bolivia, is very similar to the Everglades 
ecosystem, and native peoples in that area are 
concerned that navagation canals will threaten 
their traditional practices will be threatened by the navigation 
canals. 

Maria do Carmo Zinato, of the Center for 
Environmental Studies, and Cecy Oliviera, a Brazilian journal- 
ist and author of the Agua Online. Cecy was particularly inter- 
ested in the cultural importance of the plant and animal species 
on Big Cypress and the Tribe’s efforts to protect its water 
resources. 

The first of three stops was a hammock behind James 
Billie’s pasture. After nearly getting stuck in the sand, the var- 
ious vehicles made it back to 
the beautiful spot, where stu- 
dents gathered around an 
archaeologist employede byof 
the AH-TAHHA-TI-KI 
Museum, Mr. Bill Steele, to 
leam what archaeology can 
tell us about the past. Mr. 

Steele , who attended the 
class trip, first reminded them 
that the most important 
resource for understanding 
their history is their elders, 
and he encouraged them to 
speak with their families 
about how archaeological 
research should beis done. 

Steele then discussed the 
tools that archaeologists use 
to understand the past, includ- 
ing documents, artifacts, and ecofacts (information from the 
natural environment). Using artifacts such as a turtle-back 
scraper and glass bottles, Steele introduced them to the basic 
principles of archaeology, such as design. With the Museum 
and Mr. Steele’s guidance, the students began to detect clues in 
their surroundings: they learned why Indians chose to build 
settlements on high ground, they recognized a settlement site 
by nearby citms plants, and they even helped dig and screen 
for artifacts. Sure enough, they found animal bones and a 
piece of pottery, and from this they learned about long-ago res- 
idents’ lives. 


The whole group piled back into vans and headed for 
a pine flatwood, where they enjoyed lunch and took a break 
before their lesson on medicinal plants. Happy Jones identified 
the names and uses of several important plants, with Willie 
Johns as her translator. The students had the privilege of learn- 
ing from an expert, and some shared stories about how Indian 
medicine helped them or their families. Jones encouraged 
them to leam about medicine plants in order to take care of 
future generations. 

Finally, it was time to get wet and dirty. Everyone 
headed for the borrow ponds in 
James Billie’s pasture that were 
dug as part of the Wetland Reserve 
Program effort to return the area to 
a thriving wetland. Dr. Bill 
Dunson, environmental scientist in 
the Water Resource Management 
Department, helped students to use 
the seining technique - gathering 
aquatic organisms with a fine mesh 
net - as a way to leam about all of 
the life beneath the water surface. 
Students identified fish, spiders, 
plants, frogs and insects. After tak- 
ing some time to swim and play, 
everyone packed up their just- 
caught critters and headed back to 
Brighton. 

Willie Johns, Brighton 
Education Department, considers 
these programs important for teaching Brighton kids about 
their natural surroundings: “We’re educators. We want our 
kids to know about the animals that live with them and the 
environmental differences between reservations.” Bill Dunson 
hopes that these programs will help Seminole youth to develop 
a greater appreciation for their own natural world, to “under- 
stand the incredible beauty of nature” and leam to preserve it. 
Since most public schools offer very little environmental edu- 
cation, he believes that tribal departments can and should pro- 
vide supplementary instmction. Judging from the students’ 
tired but smiling faces, they seem to agree. 



Not so bad to get wet and dirty! 



L/R: Brad Cooley, Cooley Jr., Kelly Raulerson, Guy LaBree, and Shawn Henderson. 


In a hurry? Drive in - drive out with 

By Tommy Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — Glenn Osceola 
has open the newest business on the Big 
Cypress Reservation Osceola’s Feed, Ranch 
Supply and Deli. 

A full service Deli with an excel- 
lent sandwich board serving both hot and 
cold fare. Soda Fountain with ample seat- 
ing to enjoy your choices of bill of fare. 

There is also two (2) regulation sized pool 
tables for a quick game or two while your 
wait for your food being prepared. 

Osceola’s also has a DRIVE-THRU SERV- 
ICE offering canned bottled and fountain 
drinks candy snacks cookies chips ice 
cream for when you get the munchies. 

Glenn tries to keep plenty of feed 
and hay on hand always for his customers 
livestock needs. Caring various (TDN) 
digestible protein rations to maintain a 
healthy well balanced dietfor your individ- 


your favorite sub and soda. 

ual animals needs. 

“ We plan on adding more inven- 
tory as our business grows” stated Osceola, 
adding more animal health products and 
supplies horse and dog wormers vet wrap 
fly spray tick flea collars. Various bam type 
hardware items, snaps feed and water buck- 
ets, stock tanks, livestock panels, muck 
forks racks, shovels, garden supplies. 
Eventually we hope to have a full line of 
saddle and tack, bits, spurs, ropes fence pli- 
ers, fence post and fencing materials what 
ever the rancher might need we will even- 
tually have.” added Osceola.. 

Drop in at Osceola’s have sand- 
wich ,a cold drink, play a game of pool, 
make yourself at home. 

“If you need something special for 
your stock let me know and I’ll be more 
that happy to get it for you”. Glenn Osceola. 


Dale Carnegie Graduation 



CLASS 7: Anji Walton - Highest Award for Achievement, Grace Holdiness, Alan 
Jumper, Barbara Lukas, Barbara Calisanti, Lizette Jimenez, Lisa Mullennix, Andrea 
Lieberman, Suzanne Jaeger, Catherine Terburgh, Micheal Onco, Glenn Derrick, 
Hannah Billie, Nathan Go wen, Douglas Smith, Randy Santiago, Stephen Bowers, 
Janice Osceola, Candy Cypress, Brenda Cypress, Tilde Fleites, Laura Cook, Kern 
Cook- Descheene. 



















Kudos To Kiki 


By Barbara Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — As prayers are being 
answered in a big way at the Chickee Church on the 
Hollywood reservation, one block in that yellow brick 
road to advancement has been the addition of KiKi 
Shaller to the congregation. KiKi, who serves as an assis- 
tant to the Pastor, Rev. Arlen Payne - also wears many 
other hats these days. She serves as Special Projects 
Director/Independent Consultant and art instmctor for the 
Chickee Church Academy (CCA). In fact, KiKi has been 
instmmental in the success of the inception of the new 
school, which was recently dedicated. 

A whirling ball of energy, KiKi, with her con- 
stant warm smile and sparkling dark eyes, has been a 
Godsend to the church and school with her multi-talented 
skills and contributions to the children and youth. She 
has a background in the arts - and even more experience 
in public relations, which she has used to benefit the cur- 
riculum at the academy. 

KiKi teaches an art class for the students at the 
school, which includes multi-media, clay artistry and the- 
ater. She has recently started the Resurrection Ensemble 
Theater, comprised of the CCA students, who enjoy the 
experience of performing before live audiences. Most 
recently the group performed at the dedication of the new 
school, and presented a one-act play aptly entitled “That 
Morning After”, which was written and director by KiKi. 

Since becoming involved in theater projects, the stu- 
dents have gained more self-esteem and have been able to con- 
quer their shyness and hesitations to speak in front of people. 

KiKi’s arrival to the church in 1999 came about 
through what church members refer to as “divine intervention.” 
KiKi was searching the Internet for a Christian-based indige- 
nous group where she could use her expertise to assist in what- 
ever way she was needed. She came across the Seminole web- 
site and subsequently got in touch with Rev. Arlen Payne. 

Rev. Payne invited her to visit the church, where she 
immediately fell in love with the Seminole people. Not long 
after, she began her daily commute from West Palm Beach to 
Hollywood to help out where needed. Church members recall 
that she was always available to assist with everything from 
administrative duties assigned by the pastor - to working with 
the young people. Help is always needed at the church, as so 


Kiki Shaller accepts dedication from Pastor Payne. 


many of the members are strapped for time during the daytime 
hours - due to work or other necessary daily businesses. 

Eventually, after a year of commuting between 
Hollywood and West Palm Beach, KiKi decided to take up res- 
idence in Hollywood making her much closer to the church and 
her work. It was in Hollywood that she met her husband Jim, 
and the two were eventually married. Jim now also helps out 
around the church and school - recently designing the beautiful 
certificates presented to the youth for their special achieve- 
ments. 

Church and community members, especially the 
youth, feel blessed that KiKi has become a part of what Joann 
Osceola recently called “the family of God,” and want her to 
know that she is greatly appreciated for her unconditional dedi- 
cation to the church and school. Kudos and Sho-naa-bi-shaa’ 
to KiKi! 



2001 SEMINOLE PRINCESS 
JUDGES LUNCHEON: 

Chairman James Billie was the 
host for the 2001 Seminole 
Princess judges luncheon at The 
Clewiston Inn on March 30. 
Almost every judge was able to 
attend and they all received 
lovely plaques with the 
Seminole Princess Desiree 
Jumper and the Junior Miss 
Seminole flanking the 
Chairman with the great back- 
drop of the August evening. 
Desiree Jumper gave a short 
synopsis of what she’s been 
doing these past six months as 
the Tribe’s princess. Her speech 
was wonderful and full of great 
anecdotes on her adventures. 
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Front Row (1-r) Jill Ching and Vivian Tang 66 Wonders of the World” show hostesses, Back 
Row Suny Chen, Director; Wennie Chen, Florida Representative to Taiwan; Janies Chen, 
cameraman; Yueng Chung, Director; Jinchieng Ho, cameraman; Lucy Evanicki, Marketing 
Director, Billie Swamp Safari. 

Chinese TV Selects Billie Swamp 
Safari For “Wonders Of The World” 


BIG CYPRESS — On Monday, 

April 23, a team of Taiwanese filmmakers rep- 
resenting Chinese Television Services (CTS) 
came to film Billie Swamp Safari, the Big 
Cypress community and some of the Tribe’s 
enterprises. 

The CTS team first took off on an 
airboat to visit the cypress domes and other 
areas of the wet prairie the Big Cypress 
Reservation’s Billie Swamp Safari. Next, 
James Billie met with the team and exchanged 
greeting and phrases in native tongues and 
discovered a Seminole phrase was also a 
Chinese phrase, much to everyone’s surprise. 

Off the team flew to the Turtle Farm 
and Feed Production Plant on the Brighton 
Reservation, then back to Big Cypress for a 
tour of the community. CTS team members 
reflected that the viewers of their program will 
be pleasantly surprised to see how modern the 
Seminole Tribe is. According to Suny, the 
director of the series, “this documentary will 
break the concept of what the viewers think of 
how Native Americans live and work as they 
believe Native Americans still live like the 
Indians in Cowboy and Indian movies”. 

The Swamp Water Cafe offered the 
team fry bread with honey, alligator nuggets, 
frog legs and at fish to sample. They sampled 
all but liked the catfish and fry bread the 
most. 

To round out the visit, the team went 
to the Ah Tah Thi Ki Museum to learn more 
of the history and culture of the Seminoles. 

CTS has been filming their award- 
winning documentary show “Wonders of the 


World” for twenty years. They have four film 
teams circling the globe to film the ongoing 
program and have only been to the U.S. three 
times, including this visit. The program has a 
viewing audience of over 200 million in 
Taiwan, Mainland China and the Pacific Rim. 

Through TV programs like this, the 
promotion and TV show on Nick at Night’s 
“Wild Thomberries” to a viewing audience of 
92 million, E! Entertainment Channel’s fea- 
ture on the Safari to over 52 million viewers 
and many more like this, Billie Swamp 
Safari’s Marketing Director, Lucy Evanicki, 
has stretched the reach to layer on top of 
advertising. She has been able to increase rev- 
enues by an average of 27% per year and 
average of 39% in attendance yearly. Last 
year’s attendance topped 270,000. 



Yueng Chung, Director with cameraman 
Jinchieng Ho. 
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2001 Florida Indian Youth 

Program 

July 15th through July 29' 
Tallahassee, FL 
on the campus of 
Florida State University 
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The year 2001 marks the 21 rt year of the Florida Indian ^ 
Youth Program and promises to be the best program 4E? 
jjl ever. FJigible students that complete their application ^ 
T bv May 30, 2001, can earn up to $100. Eligible students i 
meeting this requirement will earn a $50.00 completion ^ 
jo* bonus and will have another $50.00 deposited in their 
1 Florida Indian Youth Program bank account when they * 
T arrive in Tallahassee for the program. 


t 

t 
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Call 1-800-322-9186 for information and an application. 
Education Counselors on the various reservations also 

have applications. 
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^ A program of the 

T Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. T* 
^ 1341 Cross Creek Circle 

A Tallahassee, FL 32301 ^ 
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Fighting Fires In 
Kissimmee Park 

Tommy Benn 

Okeechobee — Firerfighters from the 
North Florida task force battled to contain a 
16,500 acer blaze in the Kissimmee Praire 
State Presserve. The task force is a 21 man 
firefighting crew including its crew leader from 
North Florida where wildfires are not so preve- 
lent or active as down here in South Florida 
this time of year 

The Kissimmee Praire State Park fire 
is believed to be the biggest wildfire the crew 
has fought this year. The blaze consumed some 
16,500 acres. 

With the local area going into its third 
year of drought and the fire weather in extreme 
over the past week low humidity and high 
winds and dry foliage that can be set in flames 
in a heartbeat. and their is no break in sight. 

The Kissimmee Praire fire may have 
been set by a man burning trash (without a per- 
mit) As the fire smoldered with the extreme 
dry conditions the fire grew and spread causing 
the acerage to bum out of control. 

Lightning was the cause of another 
wildfire in Highlands county ealier this Spring 
that burned a total of 1400 acers The Boards 
Cattle Project #2 in Highlands County The 
Parker Island Ranch caught fire due to the 
much land which is organic catching on fire by 
sponranious combustion. 

Travel to Brighton Reservation on 
State Road 78 was closed due to several fires 
started on the Lake Okeechobee Bottoms 
where smoke was so great you could not 
breath. 

Wildfires severity continues during 
much of the Spring season and as much of 
Florida is as dry as a tinder-box. With no rain- 
fall perdicted in the immidiate future wildfire 
activities are on the rise. 

Nearly 2000 wildfires have been 
reported and responded to by the DOF this 
year. Their have been loses or damages to 
some 250 homes and business all charged to 
the account of the numerous bmsh and wild- 
fires. Statewide an estimateed 160,000 acres 
have gone up in smoke and their is no relief in 
sight. 

Proof of the lack of water is the 
record low level of Lake Okeechobee under 10 
feet, compared to last years low of 1 5 feet. 

The Florida State Parks have issued a 
no burn oor open fire order to campers. 
Although some parks allow a charcoal fire as 
the charcoal usually does not produce any wild 
flames and can be contained and controlled 
without much effort. 

Residence on both Big Cypress and 
Brighton Reservations have been ask not to 
have any open flam fires while this never end- 
ing drought persist to plege South Florida. 

Some elders say that rains will come 
wihen its time for the Green Corn Dance to 
take place. The end of May or first of June. 
Tmsting in their wisdom we pray to the breath 
giver for it to be so. 



Community News 





Chickee 

Continued from page 1 


Justin Lyttle, Austina Motlow, Ashley 
Harjo, Gustavus Baker, Sara Payne, 

Greg Jumper, Ike Jumper, Nick Jumper, 
Dayne Billie, KiKi Shaller and Rev. 
Payne. Special thanks were extended to 
Ray Migatz, Judy Baker, Jim Shaller, 
Yoli Lyttle, Gladys Wigden, Pepper 
Harris, Rachael Payne, Janet Bailey and 
Vivian Delgado for their assistance in 
the success of the presentation. 

Following the play and intro- 
duction of students, Rev Payne present- 
ed special awards and certificates of 
appreciation to those who have given so 
much of themselves for the benefit of 
the new school. Judy Baker, Ashley 
Harjo and KiKi Shaller were among 
those who received certificates for their 
valuable contributions. Judy Baker, who 
meets with the students each Friday 
morning to teach Indian songs, reiterated 
the need to “give account to the 
Lord... then home.” 

Rev. Payne, who also serves as 


Pastor Payne with Judy Baker. 


Ashley Harjo proudly proclaims “He has risen 


Head Master of the Academy, gave a 
brief history of the school. He recalled, 
that in January of 2000, with the need 
for Christian concepts among the youth, 
he felt the church moving in the direc- 
tion of a Christian school on the reserva- 
tion. He prayed with the congregation 
for guidance, as they continued to seek 
His word. Prayers were soon answered 
in the form of the acquisition of two 
mobile classrooms that would house the 
academy. 

With the problem of the facility 
and location (which is between the 
Chickee Church and the Hollywood 
Clinic) remedied, other needs began to 
be mysteriously and miraculously met. 
New bookcases appeared after voicing 
the need for them - and were exactly 
what was required - down to the style 
and even color. Still, another bump in 
the road hindering operation was the 


paucity of furniture and 
desks. It was just at that 
time when a St. Louis 
Christian facility - upon 
hearing of the plight of 
the fledging new school 
- selected the Chickee 
Church Academy to 
receive all of its furnish- 
ings since it would be 
closing its doors perma- 
nently. 

Payne recanted 
“it was exactly what we 
needed - to the desk!” 

He personally traveled to 
Missouri to pick up the 
donations. Other church 
members were also rec- 
ognized for their contri- 
butions; and Payne 
acknowledged donations 
of their time and skills, 
which had aided the 
academy. 

Ray Migatz 

used his carpentry skills to provide the 
carrels in the learning center as well as 
other projects in the 
school. Pete Baker, Jr. 
erected a basketball 
goal on the quadrangle 
outside of the acade- 
my, so that the stu- 
dents could enjoy 
some physical exer- 
cise during their 
breaks. Patsy Migatz 
donated many items 
such as crayons, arts 
and crafts items. 

With their basic 
needs met, the 
Chickee Christian 
Academy opened its 
'g doors to local students 
| in September of 2000, 
cq with nearly full enroll- 
ment. School staff 
included Rev. Payne, 

Head Master; Sara 
Payne, Administrator; 

KiKi Shaller, Special 
Projects Director/Independent 
Consultant/ Arts Instructor; 

Rachel Payne and Susie 
Baker, School Monitors; 
and Special Projects 
Student Assistants Ashley 
Harjo, Austina Motlow 
and Zachary Battiest. 

The school utilizes the 
“School of Tomorrow” 
curriculum, which is 
geared for students from 
4th through the 12th 
grades. Individualized 
instruction is provided, 
and students are promoted 
according to their own 1 

academic progress. The J 

school currently serves 16 pq 
students, and is taking 
enrollment applications for 
the upcoming year, which Food and fellowship shared. 


will commence on August 16. (Payne 
jokingly noted that even though the 
school starts earlier than off-reservation 
schools, there will be more days off - to 
include snow days.) 

Finally, the moment many had 
waited for was at hand. A tearful Rev. 
Payne opened a folder, which contained 
the official proclamation declaring the 
two facilities would be dedicated to 
Gladys A. Wigden and H. Pepper Harris. 
The two ladies sat stunned while it was 
read. Rev. Payne, his voice cracking 
with emotion, read the proclamation - 
which acknowledged the years the two 
missionaries have spent on the Seminole 
reservation - literally haven given the 
past 34 years of their lives to the 
Seminole people they so dearly love. It 
was a fitting tribute for the two, who 
have remained constant in their faith and 
their dedication to the children and 
youth - (many who are now grown and 
have families of their own.) Most 
Christian people on all reservations 
attribute their road to salvation and their 
personal spiritual growth to Gladys and 
Pepper. 


There was not a 
dry eye in the build- 
ing as Gladys and 
Pepper were brought 
to the front of the 
church, where two 
signs acknowledged 
the honor bestowed 
upon them. Both - 
clutching a damp 
Kleenex - were so 
overwhelmed, they 
could barely speak. 
Friends and guests - 
also in tears - broke 
into applause for the 
two. Mr. Ray Migatz 
sang a touching song 
called “Shepard Boy.” 
When the song ended, 
Rev. Payne urged the 
congregation to 
remember, “When we 
see a Shepard boy, 
God sees a king.” 
Although the 
“Open House” was next on the 
evening’s program, the thought foremost 
on everyone’s mind was the table laden 
with deserts, beckoning them outside 
under the chickee. After all, that school 
wasn’t going anywhere; so, in traditional 
Seminole fashion, everyone made their 
way to the goodies. Lots of congratula- 
tions, food and fellowship were shared 
between honorees, friends, guests and 
church family. 

As the evening waned on, (and 
people wore down), many began to filter 
- (this reporter waddled) - over to tour 
the academy - now dubbed the Gladys 
A. Wigden and H. Pepper Harris 
Learning Center. 

The academy recently received 
a donation of computers from the Social 
Security Administration. Upon the 
refurbishing of the units, they will be 
housed in one of the learning center 
buildings. The art classroom is filled 
with ongoing and completed artwork 
made by the students. Several winning 
creations were on display, which showed 
off the ribbons won by the students at 
the recent Tribal Fair. A kitchen, office 
and several classrooms 
comprise the rest of the 
facility, which is bright 
and cheerful - conducive 
to a comfortable learning 
environment. 

This had indeed been a 
red-letter day for all 
those who had worked so 
hard to make the new 
school a reality. Plans are 
in the works for future 
projects - such as a 
lunch program. For now, 
prayers continue for suc- 
cess and growth. Faith 
and trust is ongoing, and 
is constantly rewarded by 
one miracle after another. 


New Year Savings At Eddie Accardi 
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The Seminole 4-H To Host The 
Area “F” 4-H Horse Show 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — The Fred Smith 
Arena will be the site of the 2001 area “F” 
4-H Annual Horse Show. The three day show 
will be held on May 4th, 5th & 6th. Area “F” 
consist of a ten county area of 4-H horse 
clubs. 4-H horse clubs will be participating 
for individual and team points during the 
three day event. 4-H club members from 
Broward, Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, 
Lee, Martin, Monroe, Palm Beach and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida.will br going head 
to head to placement in the 52 horsemanship 
classes offered. 

A 4-H er must have placed in the 
top 55% percentile to compete in at the state 
show, Riders that do not place in the top 
55% percentile will not be eligible to partici- 
pate at the state show. There are no alter- 
nates allowed from the Area to State Show. 

Halter and conformation classes in 
three catagories Western, Saddle and Hunter, 
Showmanship classes, Jr. and Sr. Western, Jr 
and Sr. Hunter and Jr and Sr. Saddle 
Seat. Open Trail both Jr. and Sr. divisions., 
Western Division classes Western Pleasure 
Pony 13.2 hand and under. Western Pleasure 
Horse under 6 years old and over 13.2 hands 
tall. Jr. and Sr. Western pleasure. Jr. and Sr. 
Western Horsemanship, Western Riding and 


“A good brood cow will give of herself for 
her calf 99 

By Tommy Benn 

SEMINOLE COUNTRY —The 
Tribal cow crews on both the Brighton and 
Big Cypress Reservations have nearly com- 
pleted their annual Springtime cattle gather- 
ing. 

Crews under Brighton cow foreman 
Scott “Cotton” Baxley and his Big Cypress 
counterpart Joey Henry 
have worked most individual Tribal cattle. 
The workday is hot, long and tiring, exacer- 
bated by the extreme drought . 

The Baxley and Henry crews gather 
and drive the cattle to the pens, separate the 
cows off calves and separate the heifer 
calves from the bull calves. Any Service 
Bulls (breeders) still with the cows are 
pulled from the herd and shipped to the des- 
ignated bull pasture, where they will rest 
from their 90 to 120 day breeding program. 
Most days the cow crew will start working 
bull calves first, ear-marking them to show 
ownership, giving calfhood vaccinations, 
worming for internal parasites and drenching 
for pesticides — procedures allowing a bet- 
ter weight gain for the Tribal sale date in the 
spring. 

When Dr. XXXXX Keen arrives, 
the adult cows are then worked. Blood from 
each cow is pulled to check for brucellosis, 
annual health shots are administered, they 
are wormed for parasites, drenched to bat- 


Hotel 

Continued from page 1 

ceeding smoothly. Howard, whose ten-year 
anniversary with the hotel came on the day it 
officially closed, said the furnishings and 
equipment have been sold. He also said 
much of the Indian themed artwork that once 
lined the lobby and hallways was stolen in 
November. 

Joe Weinberg, Executive Vice 
President of Power Plant Entertainment, the 
developers of the property, gave some 
insight into the planning that has led to the 
closing of the hotel. 

“Currently, the 
old hotel just takes up 
too much land,” 

Weinberg said, estimating 
the sprawling hotel com- 
plex is using approxi- 
mately 5 acres out of the 
reservation’s 11 acre 
total. 

“In order to get 
the maximum use out of 
the land, you have to go 
vertical,” he added. 

“What we’re going to do 
is make better use of the 
land and after it’s all 
developed, it will be a 


Reining Class. Speed Events will follow Pole 
Bending both Jr. and Sr. Barrel Racing both 
Jr. and Sr classes, The keyhole race and 
Stake Race open classes. Saddle Seat 
Division will have three classes Saddle Seat 
Pleasure, saddle Seat Equitation and Road 
Hack. Hunter Division Pony Hunter Hack 
Under Saddle.pony under 14.2 hands. Hunter 
Under Saddle horse over 14.2 hand. Hunt 
Seat Equitation 12 and under, and Hunt Seat 
Equitation 1 3 and over. Working Hunter over 
14.2 hands and Pony Working Hunter under 
14.2 hands. Handy Hunter class two classes 
of Hunt Seat Equitation both Jr. and Sr. will 
round out the Hunter Division. Open Classes, 
Hunter Hack Dressage, Calf Roping and 
Breakaway Roping will conclude the show. 

Stalls are mandatory for all partici- 
pants spending the night at the rate of $15.00 
per stall 

per day. Stall reservations are necessary, 
shavings (bedding) will be available. 

.Congradulations to Sarah Smith 
from Martin County for submitting the win- 
ning T-shirt design used for this years 4-H T- 
shirt sale. 

Come out and enjoy the Area “F” 4- 
H Horse Show at the best facilities in South 
Florida has to offer the Fred Smith Arena. 


tile and repel insects especially the blood 
meal servicers. 

With the cows and bull calves 
worked and out of the way, the cow crews 
then start on the female calves and the 
heifers. The heifer calves are run through the 
cow chute where they are given vaccinations 
including a calfhood brucelllosis live serum. 
Their ears are whittled on and they are 
branded another way to show ownership. 

Dr. Keen will work a herd at 
Brighton in the morning then travel to Big 
Cypress to work a herd in the afternoon. 

Cattle prices have been generally 
strong (high) for some time now, but with 
the recent drought, ranchers have had to take 
special precautions to protect their invest- 
ment. 

No grass, no water, no rain to a cat- 
tleman means more work and higher expense 
to get your calves to sale weight. A good 
brood cow will give of herself for her calf. 
Supplemental feeds such as Ampel , good 
clean hay, mineral supplements and feeding 
molasses protein blocks will ensure a healthy 
cow and a healthy marketable calf. 

Buyers expect and demand quality 
calves for their back ground and fed lot 
operations. The higher quality calves earn a 
premium. Our superior base-bred cows, 
crossed with the Texas-bred black Brangus 
bulls produce quality energetic hybrid vigor 
in the off- spring calves. Higher Standards 
yield a better calf crop. Better calf crop 
demands more money. That’s why we do it. 


property that will better serve the needs of 
the Tribe well into the future.” 

Weinberg estimates the cost of the 
Tampa project to be approximately $125 
million, and says the project is scheduled to 
be completed 1 8-20 months after the start of 
construction. 

“The current casino won’t be 
impacted by the construction,” Weinberg 
adds. “There will be no disruption at all. 
We’ll build a new wing on the existing casi- 
no and switch the gaming into the new wing 
when we’re ready to close the old building. 
But, the casino won’t be closed at all during 
this new construction.” 


MacDonald 

Continued from page 1 

older than I: Hannah Howard, Daisy 
Ute and Etta Garza. I have one living 
younger brother: John MacDonald. All 
my siblings have children and grandchil- 
dren. They are all traditional. I am the 
only one with a college education. 

Secody: Has your family always sup- 
ported you in your endeavors - even 
through the bad times? 

MacDonald: All members of my family 
(brother, sisters and relatives) have sup- 
ported me in everything I’ve undertaken 
as a goal, i.e. Schooling, jobs, politics 
and of course through all the dark days 
of the harassment, the trials and incar- 
ceration. Their hearts are traditional — 
the Navajo way to love and help one 
another. 

Secody: It seems like you and Wanda 
have been together forever. When did 
you meet and marry? 

MacDonald: I met Wanda in 1963 
when I first returned to the reservation 
to help then Chairman Raymond Nakai 
in organizing his new administration. 
Wanda and I were married in 1973. \ 

Secody : I understand that you have five 
children. Could you tell us about them 
- for example - their ages, and perhaps 
what type of career choices they have 
selected for themselves? 

MacDonald: The eldest is a daughter, 
Linda Dailleboust, who is an 
Environmental/ Architectural Engineer. 
She and her husband, Bernie, have three 
children (Bernie, Jr, Jessica & LaRue). 
Peter (Rocky) MacDonald, Jr. my sec- 
ond child has a law degree and is 
presently teaching and coaching in 
California. Emily, Rocky’s adopted 
daughter, graduated from and is on the 
faculty at Pepperdine University in Ca. 
Wanda and I have three lovely daugh- 
ters: Hope, Faith and Charity. Hope is 
majoring in International Affairs and 
ultimately plans to get her Masters in 
International Business Management. 

She and her husband, Clayton LoneTree 
(a Psychology major) and have two chil- 
dren, HozhoDesbah (3 yrs old) and 
Nalzhehii (4 mos). Faith (a Marketing 
and Retailing major) is pursuing a career 
in business. Charity (a Fine Arts major) 
is an artist and is pursuing her career in 
New York City. 

Secody : I know you are very proud of 
your family. Could you tell us what 
influenced your decision to enter poli- 
tics; and when that began? 

MacDonald: Poverty and paternalism 
was so bad on the reservation plus there 
was an inordinate amount of in- fighting 
and political factionalism within the trib- 
al leadership. The people drafted me in 
the spring of 1970 to run for the 
Chairman of the Navajo Nation. That 
was the year I officially entered tribal 
politics. 

Secody: As you may be aware, James 
Billie is serving in his sixth four-year 
term as Chairman of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. I understand that you also 
served several four-year terms. When 
was that? 

MacDonald: I served three consecutive 
four-year terms (1971-1982) and was re- 
elected in 1986 to an unprecedented 
fourth term. 

Secody: In reading many of the editori- 
als in The Navajo Times, as well as 
comments made on a website [regarding 
your release], mention is constantly 
made about an apology. I was under the 
impression that had already happened. 
Would you please comment on that? 

MacDonald: It’s hard to apologize 

for being convicted for something you 
didn’t do. By letter to Navajo Nation 
Council and the People, I did express 
my regrets and sorrow for the turmoil 
during that July 20, 1989 incident at 
Window Rock. 

Secody: While incarcerated, did you 
have any correspondence with other 
Native Americans? 

MacDonald: Yes, I corresponded with 
many Native Americans during my 
incarceration, including many high 
school and college students. 

Secody: Do you feel that Native 
Americans are being treated fairly in the 
United States (Federal) prisons? 

MacDonald: There are two things very 
wrong with respect to how Native 
Americans are treated in Federal pris- 
ons: A) We (Native Americans) are the 
only “citizens” of America being singled 
out to be prosecuted and sentenced 
according to federal laws for offenses 
committed on the reservation. All other 
citizens are prosecuted and sentenced 
according to home (State) laws. 

Federal sentencing guidelines are stiffer 
and without parole provisions. Thereby, 
Native Americans are serving longer 
terms for similar offenses prosecuted in 
State courts. Tribal Courts should be 
allowed to prosecute all felony offenses 
on the reservation. B) Native religious 
practices are very restricted in federal 
prisons. The only practice allowed is 
sweat lodge once each week. 

Secody: Were you personally treated 
with respect? 

MacDonald: I personally was treated no 
differently than other federal inmates, 
except that I was classified as a High 
Profile prisoner that are watched more 


closely by prison officials. 

Secody: Did you ever have any corre- 
spondence with Leonard Peltier? Do 
you feel he should be released after all 
the years he has served in prison? 

Macdonald: I never met Leonard 
Peltier, nor did I correspond with him. 

In Federal prison, an inmate cannot cor- 
respond with another inmate. Yes, I do 
believe Leonard Peltier should be 
released for two reason: 1) He has 
served enough time for what he was 
accused of doing, 2) there’s a big ques- 
tion mark as to his guilt. 

Secody: Regarding President Clinton 
commuting your sentence: Did you per- 
sonally ever have contact with him? 

MacDonald: No, I did not have any 
contact with President Clinton. My wife 
and others supporters made personal 
contact with President Clinton asking 
him to release me. 

Secody: Did your family ever personal- 
ly meet the President? 

MacDonald: Yes, my wife and other 
family members met and/or made con- 
tact with President Clinton. 

Secody: How did your situation reach 
the former President? 

MacDonald: Through many channels 
and many individuals. My family, 
friends and supporters reached President 
Clinton’s heart. Reaching the 
President’s heart was not without some 
difficulty - there were those (like US 
Attorney and some politicians) who 
were actively opposing my release. 

Secody: What date were you given the 
news that you would be going home? 
One can only imagine how that must 
have felt. 

MacDonald: On January 20, 2001 - the 
day President Clinton was turning the 
presidency over to George W. Bush, at 
precisely 10:10am Fort Worth time. I 
heard on NPR news that my name was 
among those given clemency by 
President Clinton - about three hours 
before he left office. What a thrill it 
was!! 

Secody: What date did you return 
home? 

MacDonald: I returned home the next 
day (January 21), although I was 
released on the 20th - two hours after 
hearing the news. I spent the night in 
Waco, TX at a friend’s house then flew 
back home with my wife, daughter and 
her husband. 

Secody: I’m sure your homecoming was 
a very emotional time. How did you 
feel when you first set foot on Navajo 
soil for the first time in so many years? 

MacDonald: Yes, my homecoming was 
very emotional - I was overcome by the 
displays of love, outpouring of respect 
and joy. I felt numb and was in disbe- 
lief that I was actually out and with my 
family, my people and the land I dearly 
love within the Four Sacred Mountains. 
Eight and a half years are a very long 
time away from home. 

Secody: While in office, did you ever 
consider ‘gaming’ as a means for finan- 
cial advancement for the Navajo people? 

MacDonald: Yes, in 1971, shortly after 
I took office we undertook a feasibility 
study to put a “casino/resort” along the 
south shores of Lake Powell (on Navajo 
land). We were to partner with two of 
the leading casinos in Las Vegas. This 
was long before any Native American 
tribes even considered Bingo as an 
adjunct to their economic development. 
This venture didn’t get off the ground 
because the State of Arizona was raising 
so much fuss about it and since it wasn’t 
one of our priority items, we discontin- 
ued the efforts. 

Gaming was never an option 
for us Navajo during my tenure as 
Chairman. Reasons are numerous - just 
to mention a couple: a) our location 
doesn’t lend itself to a super or mega 
revenue generating operation. In fact, 
we would be subjecting majority of our 
own people to support the gaming on the 
reservation. Resort type casino up the 
lake along Lake Powell would have 
to be exclusive for High Rollers. 
Revenue projection weren’t all that 
great, but pleasure and fun at the resort 
would provide some employment. The 
entertainment factor would’ve been the 
primary reason for having casinos. 

Secody: I can understand how that may 
have been so back then, but with so 
many other tribes today enjoying such a 
financial gain and huge success through 
gaming - for example, the 
Mashantucket-Pequot, Seminole and 
Miccosukee) - do you feel that the 
‘Nation’ should re-consider the issue? 
The people have always voted down the 
idea, is that because the demographics 
of the reservation? 

MacDonald: Yes, I know a number of 
smaller tribes really hit it off well finan- 
cially, especially those whose market 
areas have millions of people within 50- 
60 miles radius. The fact that their casi- 
nos are generating mega bucks and 
there’s only a few of them making it so 
good and successful. No, I don’t think 
Navajos should reconsider gaming, at 
least not in the near future. Navajos 
have 1 8 million acres of land (larger 
than many eastern states). The land is 
rich in beauty and resources; genuine 
economic development in the trillions of 
dollars is there. These are non-contro- 
versial economic development ventures 
for future generations. 


If the Navajo were to authorize 
gaming of one sort or another, the tribe 
may gain some employment, but 
financial returns would be a wash: 
because, to make it attractive, like small- 
er tribes, per capita distribution, gaming 
has to generate enough revenue per year 
to make per capita payments meaning- 
ful. There are more than 250,000 
Navajo. For each Navajo to receive 
$10,000 per year (small amount compar- 
ing to smaller tribes), gaming must gen- 
erate a net income of $2.5 billion per 
year. This is unrealistic for the area. 

Taking care of the addicts (and, 
it is addictive!) will cost the tribe addi- 
tional money to treat and care for them 
and their families. Even if just one per- 
cent of the population (2500) is addict- 
ed, they and their dependents will need 
help to the tune of 75 to 100 million dol- 
lars per year. I applaud the small tribes 
for their success, especially those in 
large non-Indian population areas. They 
should use their financial success to buy 
back lands taken from them and pursue 
other economic development ventures. 

Secody: I understand, at one time, you 
were writing a book. Did you ever do 
so? Do you sanction the publication by 
Celia Bland and W. David Baird. Are 
either of them Native American? 

MacDonald: Yes, I wrote a book in 
1992 titled, “The Last Warrior”. 
Published by Crown Publishing. The 
book is out of print now. I am working 
on a revised edition along with three 
other books. I do not know Celia Bland 
and W. David Baird. I have never read 
their publications on Native Americans, 
but I hear they are less than credible. It 
has been my experience that historical 
records embodied in books, journals or 
newspapers written by non-Native writ- 
ers give an inadequate view of why 
Native Americans make decisions as 
they do — with exception of a few. It is 
difficult for non-Native writers or 
researchers to report an important Indian 
event or court action and fully capture 
the flavor of the story. No, I don’t know 
if either of them are Native Americans. 

Secody: Do you intend to write a book 
about your experiences - the events 
which have taken place in your life over 
the past decade? 

MacDonald: Yes, some day I intend to 
write a book about my experience with 
so-called “justice” in America. 

Secody: Being aware of how cruel the 
world of politics can be, would you rec- 
ommend any of your children to pursue 
a career in politics? 

MacDonald: I would never push any of 
my children to pursue a career in poli- 
tics. I think they know and understand, 
more than others, the thankless character 
of political life. There are many other 
ways to render public service, which can 
be satisfying to the soul. However, if 
one or two of my children decided to 
pursue politics I’ll support them with all 
the knowledge I’ve gained in that arena. 

Secody: Have you attended public func- 
tions, and how have the people received 
you? I’m sure you have received mixed 
reactions, but do you feel that the major- 
ity of the Dine’ want to move on and 
restore harmony within the ‘Nation’? 

MacDonald: Yes, I’ve been attending 
some public functions at the invitation 
of communities. Of course, I can’t 
accept all invitations due to my health. I 
am just overwhelmed by the outpouring 
of love by the people - elders, young 
people, even the toddlers. Yes, I believe 
there’s a big sigh of relief knowing that I 
am home with my family, my relatives 
and my people - back within the Four 
Sacred Mountains. Harmony is being 
restored and the future looks good. 

Secody: I would think that Wanda’s 
tenacious plight for your release and 
constant support has earned the respect 
of even those non-supporters. Don’t 
you feel that she and the rest of your 
family were instrumental to your home- 
coming? 

MacDonald: Yes, absolutely. Wanda 
never wavered nor gave up. She contin- 
ued to give strength to all by carrying 
herself as a First Lady who gave credi- 
bility, honor and respect to the effort. 
There is also no doubt in my mind that 
the strength and determination of my 
family had much to do with my release. 
Our girls toiled, never lost faith, and 
reached out to others for help-keeping 
my spirits up by their constant visits! 
They deserve Nobel Peace prize for 
humanity and justice. 

Secody: Well, now the question on 
everyone’s mind is - what are your plans 
for the future? Is politics out of the 
question - at least for now? 

MacDonald: Spend time with my fami- 
ly, relatives, friends and The People. 
Enjoy the beauty of Navajoland and visit 
other Native Americans. I would also 
like to lend advice and counsel to the 
young and wherever requested — help 
my people and other tribes with their 
efforts to become self-sufficient and pre- 
serve their culture and tradition. I don’t 
see politics in my future. I have dili- 
gently and lovingly given half of my 
productive life to politics and the service 
of my people. 

Secody: Mr. MacDonald, we thank you 
for sharing with us, and can only stress 
our best wishes for a happy future to 
you and your family. Again, welcome 
home. 

MacDonald: Thank you. Again, my 
best wishes to all the people of the 
Seminole Tribe, and congratulations on 
your successful ventures. 


Don t forget Mom. . . 

Mothers Day 
Sunday, May 12 


Seminole Spring Round-up 


Gary Leffew Bull Riding Clinic 

By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Board 
Representative Alex John 
announced the Gary Leffew Bull 
Riding Clinic will be held at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena, June 8 - 
10 . 

World Champion bull 
rider Leffew, a resident of Saint 
Marie, CA, will be making his 
second trip to Florida Seminole 
Country to offer expertise and 
instruction to the up-and-coming 
young bull riders in the South 
Florida Area. Leffew stresses a 
positive attitude and mental focus, 
a true desire and a real “want to,” 
is needed in order to be successful 
in bull riding — the most danger- 
ous of all the rodeo sports events. 

The students will learn by 
watching themselves on velcro, 
seeing their mistakes, weakness 
and strengths. 

The Leffew Clinic is lim- 
ited to the first twenty students. 

Tuition is $150.. Please call in by 
May 4,2001 to reserve a slot for g 
yourself and to verify you will be “ 
participating in the clinic. Alex | 

Johns will handle all Seminole £ 

Tribe of Florida Tribal citizens’ 
tuition. Call Lisa Osceola for more 
information at (941)763-4128 Gary Leffew attempts to score in Mutton Busting, 

ext. 145. 
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Seminole contestant Desiree Jumper (center) waiting for results. 


Gathering 
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ing their tribes for the coveted title of 
Miss Indian World. Competition, as 
always, was fierce but friendly and 
involved days of public speaking, person- 
al interviews, dancing and talent presenta 
tions culminating Saturday night with the 
crowning. This year’s winner was Ke 
Aloha Alo - White Mountain 
Apache/Hawaiian/Samoan. 

Irene Bedard, who arrived at the 
crowning ceremony on the back of a 
Harley-Davidson driven by husband 
Denny Wilson, was special emcee for the 
talent competition and crowning 
ceremony. Bedard, Inupiaq/French 
Canadian Cree whose native name 
is Goodiarook, has multiple movie 
and television credits to her name. 

Her latest film role was as Abbey in 
the 2001 release Greasewood Flat. 

Bedard is probably best 
known as the voice of Pocahontas 
in the 1995 Disney animated movie 
of the same name. She reprised the 
role again in Pocahontas II: 

Journey to a New World (1998). 

She also played the role of Suzy 
Song in the 1998 Smoke Signals. 

Other famous Native per- 
formers at GON included Flautist 
William Gutierrez, Star Nayea and 
her band, Robert Mirabal and his 
band, Clandestine, Sherry 
Marquelle, Native Roots (perform- 
ing Native Reggae), and the Native 
female trio Ulali. 

Those honored this year as | 
head staff included Ardell Scalplock 
(Alberta, Canada) Head Man 
Dancer, Tracey Ann Moore (Otoe- 
Missouria/Osage/Pawnee/Sauk/Fox) 

Head Lady Dancer, Thomas Caine 


CQ 


(Ojibwa) Head Northern Dance Judge, 
Greg Vickers (Wichita, KS) Head 
Southern Dance Judge, Gordell Wright 
(Southampton, NY) Head Northern Drum 
Judge, Walter Ahhaitty (Hacienda 
Heights, CA) Head Southern Drum Judge, 
Isaiah Bob (Navajo) Head Young Man 
Dancer, and Ferran Poafpybitty-Tootoosis 
(Comanche/Cree) Head Young Lady 
Dancer. 

Head staff announcers were 
Sammy ‘Tonekei’ White (Kiowa), who 
received a special lifetime achievement 
award “Powwow Announcer of the Past 
Century,” Dennis Bowen (Tuba City, AZ), 
Roy Track (Phoenix, AZ), and Vince Beyl 
(Bemidji, MN). Arena Directors were 
Randy Medicine Bear (Rosebud Sioux) 


Miss Indian World contestants participate in the dance portion of the contest. 


and George ‘Crickett’ Shields 
(Pawnee/Otoe/Missouri/Sioux). Head 
Gourd Dance Singer was Louie Sheridan 
Sr. (Omaha). 

This year’s Northern Drum win- 
ner was Walking Buffalo (Big River-First 
Nation, Canada) - 2000 World Class 


Just before they announced the winners, the contestants lined up to enter the arena. 


Northern Champs. Southern Drum 
winner was Bad Medicine (Tribe 
unknown). 

More than 700 tribes 
from the U.S. and Canada were 
represented in the over 3,000 
dancers, singers and drums. The 
contests continued until the wee 
hours Sunday morning - too late 
for this reporter, who had an 8 
a.m. flight, to stick around for the 
final results. Look in the next 
issue of the Tribune for a complete 
winners list. 

Bowlers also had an 
opportunity to show their stuff at 
the All Indian Bowling 
Tournament held April 27 - 29 at g 
Holiday Bowl. Although held for J 
several years now by director 
Lucille Nadbome (Isleta) this 
year’s event was renamed the 1st 
Annual Isleta Casino and Resort 
Bowling Tournament after 
Nadborne was able to secure sponsorship 
(and $2,000 in added prize money) from 
them. 

Seminole bowlers made up about 
60 percent of the competitors this year 
making them the largest tribe represented. 
Some of the higher scores and bowlers 
included Rosie Billie - 209, Patricia 
Wilcox - 232, Moses ‘Moke’ Osceola - 
222 and 211, Remus Griffin - 234 and 
229, Miguel Cantu - 220, Elbert Snow - 


Emmceed Irene Bedard introduced contestants. 


202 and 200, Danny Jones - 256 and 201, 
Phil Bowers - 205, Joyce Jumper - 206, 
Alfreda Musket - 206 and Monica 
Cypress - 199. 

All scores and averages must be 
verified before prizes are awarded. 
Nadbourne said it would be three to four 
weeks before bowlers will receive their 
cash. A complete list will be published in 
the Tribune when available. 





Paula’s Furniture 


Panthers 
Marlins 
NCAA 
NASCAR 
MLB MLS 
NFL-NHL NBA 
SUPERBOWL 
OLYMPICS 


Order by phone or visit our website* 

www.froitlrowusa. 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 


SCOTT H. CUPP, P.A. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

675-2888 
675-3044 


P.O. DRAWER 2250 (863) 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 


413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 










The Seminole Tribune 


9 


May 4, 2001 


SPORTS 




NA.Y.O. Basketball 


ing Florida but unfortunately 
were eliminated in the third and 
fourth rounds. Big Cypress 
Recreation, coached by Cicero 
Osceola made an excellent show- 
ing but eventually lost to Duke, a 
Choctaw team out of Mississippi 
in the fourth round. 

With the amount of 
teams registered to play, the 
Immokalee Gym was utilized for 
half of the games with the cham- 
pionships played at Big Cypress. 

Starting at 9 a.m. Friday morning 
and concluding on Saturday night 
around 10:30 p.m. the tourna- 
ment ran on a tight but efficient 
schedule that spoke volumes for 
the Big Cypress Recreation staff. ;| 

By 6 p.m. Saturday ® 
night the intense run of competi- *g 
tion came down to four teams. In ^ 
the girls division, it was 
Cherokee (NC) against C-Town 
(MS). In the boys division, unde- 
feated Flight (MS) was pitted 
against 
last year’s 
winners 
C-Town (MS). 

Coming out of 
the losers bracket 
caused Cherokee 
girls’ team to win 
twice in their 
attempt to wrestle 
the championship 
from C-Town. 
They won the sec- 
ond game with a 
46-35 final score. 
The sportsmanship 
trophy went to 
Miranda Long rep- 
resenting the 
Eastern Band of 
Cherokees. 

“ In the boys’ 

•| championship 
^ game, Flight, from 
Red Water 
Choctaw 

Reservation, came 
through undefeat- 


Willis sportsmanship trophy 


ed. With excellent rebounding and numer- 
ous stolen ball plays, there was no stop- 
ping them on the road to their champi- 
onship with a final game score of 68-45. 
The sportsmanship trophy was won by 
Julius Willis. 

After the final game Seminole 
Tribal President Mitchell Cypress, along 
with Assistant Big Cypress Recreation 
Director Jack Gorton, presented the cham- 
pionship and second place trophies and 
jackets to the players and coaches. 
Accepting the team trophy for Cherokee 
was Coach Peaches Squirrell from North 
Carolina. For the boys, the winning coach 
was Tony Anderson from Mississippi. 

The 2001 N.A.Y.O. Basketball 
Tournament was an unveiling of superb 
athletic skill, extreme drive and focus. It 
was also a tribute to Native youth and 
their accomplishment in something that 
takes positive dedication. All the teams 
played with heart and can count their par- 
ticipation as a goal well achieved. 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The annual 
Native American Youth Organization 
Basketball Tournament was hosted by the 
Seminole Tribe this year at Big Cypress 
and Immokalee on April 13-14. This 
organization of Eastern Tribes has been in 
existence for over ten years and is a high- 
light of the Native tournament circuit. The 
host state is on a rotating schedule and the 
age limit is 1 7 years and under for males 
and females.. 

With a roster of thirty teams 
vying for the coveted championship of 
this renowned tournament, there was plen- 
ty of edge of the seat, white knuckle, 
explosive basketball to be enjoyed. Teams 
representing Poarch Creek from Alabama, 
Iroquois from New York, Cherokee from 
North Carolina, Choctaw from 
Mississippi, and of course Seminole and 
Miccosukee from Florida all displayed an 
amazing amount of talent, skill, and a 
drive to win. 

Big Cypress, Hollywood, 
Immokalee and Trail had teams represent- 


Cherokee girls’ team 


e 
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N.A.Y.O. Golf Tournament 


By Janice Billie 

CLEWISTON — The day was 
beautiful, but hot and sunny with thick 
cotton ball clouds dancing across the sky 
intermittently providing some appreciated 
shade. There was also an eastern breeze 
blowing in but not as appreciated since it 
was also blowing in the somewhat 
unpleasant smell of the nearby sugar 
refinery. 

Heat and smells not withstand- 
ing, there was no daunting the enthusiasm 
of the Tribal citizens and employees who 
arrived at the Clewiston Country Club on 
the morning of April 12, to kick off the 
first event of the N.A.Y.O. weekend. 

Registration for the Four Person 
Scramble competition began at 8:30 a.m. 
with the tee-off time scheduled for 9 a.m. 


Preceding the rolling convoy of golf carts 
and their earnest passengers disembarking 
on the green was a blind draw to deter- 
mine the teams and a shotgun start. Yes, a 
shotgun start really is someone firing off a 
shotgun. 

With a total of 37 participants 
comprising 1 0 teams the turnout was con- 
sidered good by the event coordinator - 
Assistant Director of Big Cypress 
Recreation, Jack Gorton. There was a $30 
dollar entry fee and $2,500 in added 
money so competition was healthy but 
friendly. 

After 1 8 holes and some 3 hours 
later the players wheeled their golf carts 
to the clubhouse to wind down, eat some 
lunch and await the tabulation of their 
scores. Aside from the scores to determine 
the winning teams 
there was also the 
“longest drive” and 
“closest to pin” 
scores included in 
the day’s winners. 

Team scores 
were as follows: 1st 
Place (for 1 dozen 
golf balls each and 
$800) Charley 
Cypress, Mitch 
Osceola, George 
Grasshopper, and 
Theresa Boromei; 
2nd Place ($600) 
John Huff, Marl 
Osceola, and Mike 
Micco; 3rd Place 
($500) James 
Tommie, Mario 
Posada, Richard 



Marcy Osceola 


Henry, and Linda Tommie; 4th Place 
($400) Abe Rockwell, Charlotte Young, 
John Madrigal, and Harry Kennedy; 5th 
Place ($200) Marcy Osceola, Bobby 
Frank, and Tom Colz. 

Winners in the “Closest to Pin” 
shot were Maxie Tommie, Bobby Frank 
Charlotte Young, Charlie Cypress, and 
Theresa Boromei. Taking the “Longest 
Drive” win was none other than Linda 
“The Crusher” Tommie. The Orangemen 
Development Corp. out of Davie donated 
gift bags to the winners in these two 
events. 

The tournament came to an end 
on a hearty note with everyone congratu- 
lating each other on a game well played 
and a gleam in their eyes looking forward 
to the next meet. 



1st place team members. 


Dolphins Vs. World 

Arena Flag Football At Big Cypress 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — As part of the N.A.Y.O. weekend 
celebration in Big Cypress an arena flag football game was held 
at the Herman Osceola Memorial Gym on the evening of April 
12 . 

The Miami Dolphins versus The World game, organized 
by Alan Wilhem of All Pro and Jack Gorton of Big Cypress 
Recreation, is the first arena flag football game for this organiza- 
tion. All Pro, is a group of former professional athletes brought 
together by Wilhem to play basketball or softball to help raise 
money for charity groups, high schools and others in need. Only 
recently has arena flag football been added to their roster of .jg 
sports and Big Cypress was their first venue. S 

Played on the basketball court with five players per .§ 
team, the game is quick and mainly sticks to a passing strategy. £ 
Each team gets four plays to score, starting with a hike at the 
court foul line. After a touchdown, extra points are played from 
either three yards for one point or six yards for two. These two 
teams didn’t take the competition lightly. They ran, threw and 
dived for passes like it was super bowl training week. 

The cheering audience consisted of Tribal citizens and 
members of the players’ families. The players for the Dolphins 
included Jim Kiick, Lorenzo Hampton, Jim Jensen, E.J. Junior, 
Darrel Malone, Billy Milner and Jim Mertens. Whereas the 
Dolphins were all former Dolphins, The World was made up of 
players from various NFL teams, such as, Neal Colzie/Raiders, 
Eddie Hill/Rams, Rene Thompson/Giants, Harvey 
Clayton/Steelers and Evan Cooper/Eagles. All the players were 
in fine form physically and socially. During halftime they took 
time to talk to people, sign autographs and pose for pictures with 
many of the attendees. 



World Team 


The game was a great exhibition of sportsmanship and 
fun. It was evident the players enjoyed the action and were deter- 
mined to win. The score was close throughout the game and the © 
crowd got caught up in the excitement. After four quarters of | 
play the Dolphins and The World were tied at 42-42 with less .g 

than a minute to play. Sticking with their dodge and scramble g 

approach, The World scored on a winning pass to beat the 
Dolphins 48-42. It was a bit of a disappointment to the Dolphins 
and their fans but ultimately it was all in good spirit and the 
event was fun to watch. 


Shelby Osceola, Roy Stewart 


Qualify For FJRA Finals 


HOLLYWOOD — Shelby 
Osceola and Roy Stewart have qualified 
for the Florida Junior Rodeo Association 
State Finals scheduled for May 18 - 19, at 
the Volusia County Fair Grounds in 
Deland, FL. 

In order to qualify for the Finals, 
students must amass enough points 
through competition results, as well as 
maintaining a 1.8 GPA in school. 

Shelby, a 12-year-old, sixth grad- 
er at Hollywood Christian School, quali- 
fied for three events, while maintaining a 
3.5 GPA. Shelby will compete in barrel 
racing, goat tying and pole bending. 

Roy Stewart, 10, a fifth grader at 
Driftwood Elementary, will compete in 


steer riding. Roy, an honor roll student, 
won his first FJRA rodeo in Zolfo Springs 
on April 21-22. 

“Roy was the only rider to cover 
his bulls on both days,” said David 
DeHass, manager of the Hollywood Horse 
Club. “He was big time excited. This is 
his first time he has qualified for the 
Finals, and he has a shot at winning. 

“Shelby has really improved. 

Last year, she only qualified for one 
event. This year, she qualified in three- 
our-of-five events. It’s a big improvement. 
I’m proud of both of them.” 

Three other Seminole riders 
qualified for the Finals in competition, but 
failed to be the grade requirement. 



Noah Jim Fishing 
Tournament 


By E. Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — Friday 
March 30, the First Annual Noah Jimmie 
Bass Tournament was held out on the Big 
Cypress Reservation for Tribal citizens 
and employees. Anglers who fished in the 
two-day tournament faced strong winds, 
which had blown in from the west on the 
first day, giving those who chose waters 
north of the alley nothing more than a net 
full of problems. Murky waters, strong 
winds, and recent lowered water levels 
added to the already tough fishing condi- 
tions for the first day. 

“It was a tough day of fishing on 
the canal. We fished the canal as slowly 
as possible with the wind and rain condi- 
tions. It felt like we were on the ocean 
and not the canal - it was so windy. We 
did manage to catch a couple of keepers 
for weigh in, and we did have one good 
fish on but I guess it wasn’t supposed to 
be our day. I did also manage to find out 
where both the two Tiger teams’ secret 
spot was, which helped me fare a little 
better on the second day,” commented Big 
Cypress angler Chris Osceola. 

Anglers who did produce fish 
with the added weight needed to position 
themselves in first and second places dur- 
ing the opening day of the tournament 
fished areas west of the canal system 
where the weather conditions were a little 
more favorable. Deeper waters and less 
wind gave anglers who chose these areas 
added opportunities, which other anglers 
east of the canal did not have. 

The Sonny and Bronson Tiger 
team, who fished these areas during the 
first day said, “We caught fish all day 
long, we didn’t have any problems with 
the wind. We just worked on producing 
the best stringer for weigh-in.” They 
weighed in at 27’ 8” pounds for the first 
day. 

Weather conditions for the sec- 
ond day of fishing improved dramatically, 
with the help of a more ideal starting time 
for anglers who left dock at first light. 
Lesser winds and clearer water improved 
anglers fishing opportunities by at least 
fifty percent giving anglers who did not 
fare well on day one a chance to catch up 
and position themselves to take over first 
and second places. 


The father and son team of 
George and Jason Grasshopper, who were 
in second place after the first day, stayed 
with what they knew and fished similar 
locations which had produced fish the 
previous day. This move gave them the 
needed weight (27 ’8”) to secure a third 
place spot. 

Anglers Ernie Tiger and Jason 
DiCarlo made changes in their game plan 
for the second day. They fished areas west 
of the L-28 canal where deeper waters 
helped to bring them up from sixth place 
to second with a final day weigh in at 
28’4” - just slipping by the Grasshopper 
team. 

“We really had a bad first day of 
fishing, we got knocked around by wind 
most the day. We decided to fish a more 
isolated spot with lesser winds and deeper 
waters, which help us produce the fish,” 
commented the Tiger/DiCarlo team. 

The L-28 canal interceptor did not leave 
all teams emptied handed. Team Noah and 
Keno made the ranks from this canal cap- 
turing fourth position at 27 ’4” trailing the 
Grasshopper team by a mere 1 ’4.” The 
teams’ persistence, patience and skill help 
them fight Mother Nature’s worst odds, 
which had plagued them in the canal 
throughout the tournament. 

Fifth place winners - Philmon 
and Remus (25 ’9”), sixth place - Frank 
and Mario (23 ’9”), and seventh place - 
Chris and Hank (22 ’4”) were also won 
from L-28 canal. 

Tournament founder Noah Jimmie award- 
ed biggest fish money and fishing tackle 
to all who placed. After the last weigh-in, 
Jimmie invited all the fishermen to a 
cookout prepared especially for them for 
their participation in making the first 
event a huge success. 

For The Record: Biggest Fish: 

1st place - Bronson and Sonny 5 ’9”, 2nd 
place - Remus and Philmon 5 ’8”, 3rd 
place - Rick and Fred 5 ’4”. Final Day 
Weigh in: 1 st place - Sonny and Bronson 
38’ 8”, 2nd place - Ernie and Jason 28 ’4”, 
3rd place - Jason and George 27 ’8”, 4th 
place - Noah and Keno 26 ’4”, 5th place - 
Philmon and Remus 25 ’9”, 6th place - 
Frank and Mario 23 ’9”, 7th place - Chris 
and Hank 22 ’4” 



Jason Grasshopper, Jason Dicarlo, Sonny Tiger, Bronson Hill and Ernest Tiger. 
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Haskell Alumni Football Game 


By John Harjo 

LAWRENCE, KS — The erratic 
Kansas weather held up just long enough, 
April 21, for the annual Haskell Alumni 
football game to end in favor of the Varsity 
26-0. The older, wiser Alumni team — 
composed of past Haskell football players 
such as Wayne Thompson (Oneida, age 36), 
Darryl Blueback (Creek/Ponca, age 34), Pat 
Thompson (Choctaw, age 40), and Stan 
Holder (Wichita, age 25) and John Jumper 
(Seminole age 24) — was no match for the 
young guys. 

Quarterback Jason 
Jesus (Navajo) went 18 for 35 
with 242 yards, one touch- 
down, and no picks. “He 
showed composure and 
looked like a college quarter- 
back. He really stepped it up 
during the second half,” 

Coach Snelding said. Jesus 
took some hits during the 
game, mostly after the ball was thrown, but 
he always seemed to get the ball off and 
was never intercepted. The Haskell Varsity 
had 20 rushes for 45 yards and one score. 

There was no score the entire first 
half. The Varsity looked rough and uneasy 
in their new passing offense., “Our guys 
dropped a lot of passes in the first half, 1 1 
to be exact. I got on to them at half time 
and they came out during the second half 
and stepped it up,” said Coach Snelding. “It 
comes from moving from being a running 
team to a passing team.” 

The Haskell receiving core con- 
sists of Dallas Horn (Choctaw), Cy 
England (Blackfeet), Josh Baldridge 
(Cherokee), Joe Spears (Cherokee), and 
Posey Whiteman (Crow). “Josh Baldridge 
came up with the most yardage, Posey went 
4 for 4 on receptions, and Cy had the long 
ball with a 50 yarder only to have it 
knocked out of his arms by Alumnus John 
Jumper,” said Snelding. On the second play 
of Haskell’s second half possession, Horn 
displayed his patented speed, catching a 30- 
yard pass for game’s first TD - it set the 


Varsity domination tempo for the remainder 
of the game. 

In the third quarter Ben Baker 
(Creek) caused a safety formthe Varsity, 
really igniting the defense. Moments later, 
“Player of the Game” Daniel Brown 
(Creek/Euchee) — a 6-3 235-pound line- 
backer from Kellyville, OK — recovered a 
fumble and returned it five yards for a 
touchdown. Near the end of the same quar- 
ter Daniel had a 36-yard interception TD 
return. “Daniel is one of our players who 
improved the most during the spring work- 
outs. He runs a 4.6 forty and 
he still has a couple of years 
to improve on his strength 
and speed,” said Snelding. 
Daniel also finished with 12 
tackles. 

Near the end of the 4th 
quarter Zach Hale (Cherokee) 
took a handoff and turned it 
into a one-yard TD — the 
final score of the game. 

Coach Snelding is excited about 
what he saw: “Jason (Jesus) really stepped 
it up the past week and a half. It was hard 
for Jason to get into a rhythm early in the 
game due to a lot of passes being dropped. 
Our tight ends dropped a lot of balls and so 
did the rest of our receivers in the first half. 
The receivers picked it up though the sec- 
ond half.” 

The offense was without starting 
tight end Wes Breedlove due to a heart con- 
dition and All-Conference receiver Sonny 
Duncan, recovering from knee surgery. 

“Our defensive line had trouble containing 
the quarterback. That is something we are 
going to work on,” Snelding stated. Some 
other defensive standouts included Brett 
Blythe (Cherokee), Matt Treadwell 
(Cherokee), and Nick Lewis (Tohono O’ 
Odham). “I am happy with the outcome 
and it showed me about our teams compo- 
sure. We have some film to review now and 
despite the rough first half I am very 
pleased,” said Snelding. 


NDN 


Tribe Welcome WIBC 


By Libby Blake 

TAMARAC — From April 17 
through June 27 over 48,000 women 
bowlers will descend upon the area to 
bowl, soak up the sun, visit the local 
tourist attractions, and infuse over $60 
million dollars into the local economy. 
The 82nd Women’s International 
Bowling Congress 
(WIBC) 

Championship 
Tournament came to 
Fort Lauderdale this 
year with major spon- 
sorship by the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Tribal tourism 
ventures - Coconut 
Creek Casino, 

Hollywood Casino, Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
and Billie Swamp 
Safari - combined 
forces in a joint mar- 
keting scheme. 

Involvement came 
about through the 
Tribe’s association with - 
the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 
(CVB). 

“The Broward 
County Convention 
Center general manag- 
er, Mark Gatley, had hosted WIBC previ- 
ously in Niagara Falls when he worked at 
the CVB there. In 1996, he suggested we 
take a look at the needs of WIBC and 
what Greater Fort Lauderdale has to 
offer,” said Nicki E. Grossman, president 
GFLCVB when asked about the events 
leading up the tournament being held in 
Fort Lauderdale and the Seminole Tribe’s 
involvement. 

“I was nervous at first, but over 
time and after meeting WIBC board 
members and site committee members, 
agreed that we would be the perfect 
place. The CVB scheduled several meet- 
ings with hoteliers, attractions, and other 
businesses. Everyone was tremendously 
enthusiastic and the local bowling groups 
gave us great encouragement. So, we 
went to Reno (host city for the WIBC for 
several years), worked extremely hard, 
and came back with WIBC and Fun In 
The Sun 2001. 

“From the very start, the 
Seminole Tribe was a great partner in 
campaigning for the group and in gener- 
ating their excitement in coming to this 
area for great bowling, great shopping, 
and great opportunity to meet the uncon- 
quered Seminole people - to enjoy their 
customs, history, food and fun. WIBC 
was so enchanted with the Tribal repre- 


sentatives, particularly Lee Tiger, they 
asked the Tribe to consider being the 
major sponsor of the Congress. I believe 
the participation of Lee and the Seminole 
Tribe made this entire $60 million piece 
of business happen for us.” 

When announcing the sponsor- 
ship agreement on Feb. 26, 2001, WIBC 


Executive Director Roseann Kuhn said, 
“WIBC is excited about agreement with 
the Seminole Tribe’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum and appreciate their support of 
the WIBC Championship Tournament. 

We will encourage our bowlers, along 
with their families and friends to visit the 
museum to learn more about the Florida 
Seminole heritage.” 

Under the sponsorship agree- 
ment WIBC worked with Seminole 
Tourism before the event, and will con- 
tinue to work with them throughout the 
event, to inform bowlers of Seminole tra- 
dition and culture and all the attractions 
the Tribe has to offer. 

Opening ceremonies to kick off 
the tournament were held Tuesday 
evening, April 17, at Don Carter Tamarac 
Lanes where all the team events will be 
held. Singles and doubles events will be 
bowled at Sawgrass Lanes in Sunrise. 

Master of Ceremony Steve 
Young, from Y-100 radio, opened the 
evening with a presentation of colors by 
the Broward Sheriff’s Department Color 
Guard followed by the National Anthem. 
Mayors Joe Schreiber of Tamarac and 
Steven Feren of Sunrise, addressed the 
ladies and their guests with words of wel- 
come. 

Lee Tiger, Seminole Tourism 


consultant, then took to the microphone 
to make a special presentation of a hand- 
carved peace pipe (made by former 
Miccosukee Chief Buffalo Tiger) to 
WIBC president Joyce Deitch. Tiger then 
surprised Nicki Grossman with a beaded 
necklace “to represent our friendship and 
many years of association with the 
CVB.” 

Tiger went on to tell 
the group that although the 
Seminoles, nor the 
Miccosukees, ever really 
had such a thing as a 
peace pipe, these individu- 
ally made pipes are creat- 
ed and given only to spe- 
cial people or groups to 
honor their association and 
promote Native American 
culture and heritage. 
(Buffalo Tiger makes the 
pipes for son Lee and each 
pipe is unique to the 
intended recipient.) 

Other WIBC officials, 
including Florida president 
Pilar Cohalla, Broward 
County president Joan 
Cracchiola, South 
Broward president Libby 
Billings, and WIBC exec- 
utive director Roseann 
Kuhn, were introduced and 
spoke to the assembled 
bowlers and guests. 

The WIBC tournament is divid- 
ed into four divisions based on player’s 
averages. On the first day, bowlers roll 
three games as a five-player team at Don 
Carter Tamarac Lanes. They then move 
to Sawgrass Lanes on day two where 
they bowl three-game each singles and 
doubles events. The overall nine-game 
total for each bowler is the fourth event, 
called all events, the players compete for. 

“There is a place for all of our 
members at the WIBC Championship 
Tournament,” says executive director 
Kuhn. “No matter what your ability level, 
you can have fun and have a chance to 
do well in the tournament because the 
format gives everyone a chance.” 

Approximately 700 - 800 
bowlers will participate daily throughout 
the tournament for the $1.7 million prize 
fund. 

Most of the Tribe’s women 
bowlers are sanctioned with the WIBC. 
The All Indian Memorial Weekend 
Bowling Tournament, sponsored by Big 
Cypress Recreation, Council 
Representative David Cypress and Tribal 
President Mitchell Cypress, will be held 
May 25 - 27 and is expected to draw a 
record number of bowlers this year 
because of the WIBC event. 



L/R: Nicki Grossman, Tom Gallaher, Joyce Deitch, Lee Tiger. (Y-lOO’s 
Steve Young in background). 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthnny "Timy” Sraks-r 
Irrhal Member PuctiEu of Is beta 




As a Native American, l resp 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7fl Avc. Suite 195, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring of a lawyer is an important derision chat should not be 
based solely upon ad vert i sem unis. Before you decide, ash us to sc ml 
ymi free w rillen infnrtiiallmi ahrml mir qualificalioos anrl experience. 



Maybe We 
Can Help? 

The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 

954 - 760-7600 


OThe hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Moments like eating breakfast at the kitchen table, on the way to grandmas house, or getting ready for a brand 
lew day of school are all great opportunities you have to communicate with your children. Take time, pass down 
the traditions and communicate to our youth that drugs are not a part of our Native cultures. 

For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1,800788,2800, 


Communication . The Anti-Drug, 

Office of Nation a J Drug Control Policy 
w w w.thcan l idrug.com 
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Election Inductees Board and Council 


Seminole THbe of Florida 
Elections Announcement 


We have verified candidates for 
the May 1 , General Elections for 
Representatives of the Hollywood, Big 
Cypress and Brighton Reservation for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Seminole Tribal Elections May 14, 2001 

In according with the 
Constitutions and Bylaws of the Seminole 
Tribe of Floida, and the Corporate Charter 
and Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of 
Floida, Inc., a General Elections is called 
for the following offices on Monday, May 
14, 2001. Qualified Candidates for each 
office are listed. 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Tribal Council 

Big Cypress Reservation: 

David R. Cypress (Incumbent) 
Manuel M. Tiger 
Samuel Tommie 

Brighton Reservation: 

John Wayne Huff, Sr. 

Reno A Osceola 

Jack Smith, Jr. (Incumbent) 


Hollywood Reservation: 

Charles B Hiers, Sr. 

Max B. Osceola, Jr. (Incumbent) 
Gloria Wilson 

Seminole Tribe of Florida , Inc., 
Board of Directors 

Big Cypress Reservation: 
Clifton L. Billie 
Paul Bowers, Sr. 

Mary J. Coppedge 
Charlie Cyprss 
Alfonso Tigertail 

Brighton Reservation: 

Lorene B. Gopher 
Alexander P. Johns 
Johnnie Jones 

Hollywood Reservation: 

Paul Buster 
David D. Dehass, Sr. 

Ronnie Doctor 
Sampson Frank 
David Jumper 
Vincent Micco 
Charles A. Osceola 
Vernon W. Tiger 


Those members voting “ABSEN- 
TEE” will be furnished with absentee bal- 
lots upon request. If voting be mail please 
request absentee ballots at one to allow 
enough time for ballots to be mailed to 
you an be returned to the 
Secretary/Treasure’s office on or before 
May 14, 2001. Mark your ballots at once 
and return them so they can be included 
in the count for this election. 

All eligible voters are requested 
to cast their ballots at established polling 
places on the three (3) reservations or be 
absentee ballots. 

Polls will be open 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. All eligible tribal members are urged 
to exercise their right to vote in this elec- 
tion. 

Priscilla D. Sayen 
Secretary /T measure 

You may send the bill to the 
above address for payment, along with the 
courtsey copy of publications, attention to 
Priscilla Sayen, Secretary/Treasure’s 
Office. If you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to call. 


Tribal Council 

Big Cypress Reservation 

Mondo Tiger statement 

I’m running for council this 
year. My main objectives are to come 
up with a senior benefit package, 
provide simulcast airing via satellite 
of council meetings to the Big 
Cypress and Immokalee areas with 
translations for the our seniors, gen- 
erate new jobs for out younger adult 
Tribal citizens, and address safety 
issues along 833 such as speed 
bumps, traffic and road signs to 
ensure the well-being of the Big 
Cypress community. I want to bring 
in new enterprises, besides gambling. 
And most importantly, I would like 
to thank all the supporters who have 
stood behind me my last two terms 
as your board representative. 


— 


Mondo Tiger 




Samuel Tommie 

Hope everyone is well. 

My concerns and goals are basi- 
cally same as before. I am very concerned 
about our elders and disabled they need 
and deserve indepth care. Our youths 
involvement in drug abuse is also an 
alarming and a warning of what will 
come, for which I strongly believe we as 
a communtiy will work together and 
resolve the problem with fairness and 
peace as a Council Representative. I sup- 
port your right to dividend increase. As a 
community let us show a heartfelt respon- 
sibility. 

Objectives: 

Eradicate an illegal and detrimental 
source in our communtiy. 

Security enforcement and Community. 
Implement New elder support, programs. 
Elder and children relationship enchance- 


ment. 

New Youth Programs and Youth Safety 
programs. 

B.C. funds-Investment/Profit, Ventures 
Support and Promote individual buiss- 
ness enterprises. 

Support and Promote Job Skills and 
Careers 

Voters right to see B.C. Councils Fund 
disburse. 

Re-evaluate department and programs. 
Each individual Concerns will be respect- 
ed Equality Bases. 

Extended support for recovering 
Residence. 

Six community meetings minimum per 
year. 

Support establishment of Christian 
school. 

Lets keep what’s been accomplished over 
the years 
Create new jobs 
Add new programs 



Samuel Tommie 


Board of Directors 


Big Cypress Reservation 



Alex Johns 


Alex Johns is running for Tampa Board 
Representative. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my extreme gratitude for the support my 
community has shown me over the past two 
years. I feel we have accomplished a lot together, 
and that the Tribal Board is headed in a positive 
direction. These past two years have served as a 
learning experience for me as well as a confi- 
dence booster. I can honestly say today that I am 
prepared to hold the office of Board of Directors 
for another term. With your support I will con- 
tinue to strive towards the goal of financial inde- 
pendence for the Board. I feel we have made 
leaps and bounds in the last two years and we 
will only improve as the days go by. 

I would also like to take this opportuni- 
ty to thank the 
Tampa com- 
munity for 
accepting me 


and support- 


I am Johnny Jones and a 
member of the panther clan, son of 
Shule Jones and the late Ollie Jones. I 
have been a lifetime member of the 
Brighton reservation. 


I will listen and be fair and 
honest in addressing your concerns 
and dealing with issues pertaining to 
our reservations. I will strive to do 
the best that can if elected for the 
board of directors. 



Johnnie Jones 


Voting Locations: 

Big Cypress Reservation Hollywood Reservation 
Frank Billie Center Gymnasium 

Brighton Reservation 
Education Office 


Tribal Council 

Brighton Reservation 

t 

©SB 

it ' 

:d 


Jack Smith Jr. Reno Osceola 


From the desk of John W, Huff, Sr., 
Candidate for Brighton Council Rep. 

I am seeking the office of 
Brighton Council Representative, 
because I think and lots of our commu- 
nity members thinks the same way as I 
talked with the community members, 
they are not inform of what goes on at 
the Tribal Council meetings. 

To me this office should always 
be for the people of our community and 
our tribe and not show favoritism of 
select few. Keeping the lines of commu- 
nication and the community members 
open. We need a change for the better. 

All Brighton Tribal members will be as 
equal as one. I will have a open door 
policy to all community members and as 
to all tribal members. I will be a full- 
time Council Representative, 24 hours x 
7 days x 365 days a year. I will be work- 
ing for you, to better our community and 
our tribe. 

Between now and election 
time, I will be available and will be visit- 
ing the community, going door to door 
and having a campaign dinner to talk to 
tribal and community members. Please 
remember to vote on May 14. 



John W. Huff 


E-nuff is E-nuff, Vote for John 
Huff for Brighton Council 
Representative. It’s really time for a 
change. 


Tribal Council 

Hollywood Reservation 

& 


1 



Max Osceola Charles B. Hiers 


Gloria Wilson is running for 
Hollywood Tribal Council. 

It’s Christmas in April/May 
and I hope everyone is taking advantage 
of the opportunity. Not that it won’t 
happen again but, the generosity has its 
limit-May 14. 

“Promises, promises, visions of 
grandeur, and visions of sugar plum 
dancing in their heads” - yes, but then 
we awaken. 

I am Gloria Wilson and I am 
running for the Hollywood Reservation 
Council seat. I will be hosting a couple 
of events and speaking with you indi- 
vidually to discuss my ideas and intent 
in seeking this office. My consems and 
issues are likely the same as yours so I 
am very receptive to what you have to 
share also. 

Everybody sees and knows 
what the problems are but who is will- 
ing to accept the challenge to cause 

change and effect a positive outlook for all people? I am and I believe there are others 
who feel as I do about Tribal government, administrative, and their responsibilities to 
you and I who are the Tribe. 

Are you ready to make a choice, to make a change, to take the steps neces- 
sary to make it happen? Join me and consider what I have to offer. LEADERSHIP, 
INCLUSIVENESS, RESPONSIVENESS, AND INTERGRITY- all vital to a fair and 
equal representative of the people, the community, and the Tribe. 

Are you ready?! 
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It’s more than western wear 


how the west is worn. 


Davie 

6211 S.W. 45th Street 
(954) 587-9000 
plus locations in 
Coconut Creek, 
Hialeah and Ocala 


. . . It’s a way of life. 
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American Indian Outreach 


The Florida Department of 
Transportation - the largest contracting agency 
in state government - runs a Native American 
Outreach Program seeking people interested in 
pursing contracts with the FDOT. 

Don’t be left behind. If you or a family 
member are interested in pursing contracts 
with the FDOT, or have any questions con- 
cerning the Native American Outreach pro- 
gram, please call me, at (954) 370-3900. 




Stopping the Chasco Kewre float at the St. Pete Festival of States parade. 


By Mark Madrid 

New Port Richey, Pasco County 
Florida — Anyone that grew up in or still 
lives in small town America remembers or 
looks forward to the annual week of festi- 
val and fun that their hometown sponsors 
when everyone gets together and has a 
good ol’ time. These celebrations usually 
herald some aspect of the local com- 
munity character or commerce, 
like Mule Days, the Walnut 
Festival, the Strawberry 
Festival or Calle Ocho. For 
the last 79 years the commu- 
nity of New Port Richey has 
centered it’s annual fun time 
around a mythical story 
called “Chasco Queen Of The 
Calusas.” 

The event is sponsored by 
the chamber of commerce of New Port 
Richey as a fund raising event for a num- 
ber of local charitable organizations. The 
story was written in 1922 by Gerbin 
DeVries then the local post master and 
community booster. 

To kick off the week of festival 
and parades the adults of New Port 
Richey have had their children get up on 
stage and perform the pageant of Queen 
Chasco in what has become their 
stated attempt “to honor the 
Indians.” 

The premise of the play 
erroneously attributes the practice 
of human sacrifice to the 
Calusas. The story’s setup is that 
after capturing a 300 plus invad- 
ing conquistador force that had 
come to wipe out the “savages to 
make way for colonization... the 
Calusas cut out all of their hearts 
as an offering to the sun god 
Toya,” yet spared the lives of the 
priest and two children of the 
Spanish force. 

The story goes on to 
propose that the priest shows the 
Indians how to grow com, beans, 
and vegetables. Thereafter the 
Calusa are then swayed by the 
Christian virtues of the priest and 
two Spanish children to give up 
their “heathen savage-human sac- 
rificing” ways and are shown 
how to become civilized. The 
children are so beautiful, athletic, 
and so full of Christian virtue that 
they are appointed King Pithala and 
Queen Chasco of the Calusas and in this 
capacity keep the heathens from killing 
and sacrificing the new settlers that are 
colonizing the area. The story suggests 
that the reason the Calusas disappeared 
was because they reverted back to sav- 
agery and human sacrifice. 

“No evidence exists that the 
Calusas ever lived in the New Port Richey 
area,” said William Marquardt, curator of 
archeology for the Florida Museum of 
Natural History. In fact, according to 
Marquardt who has done several studies 
on the tribe, burial mounds indicate other 
tribes lived here instead. 

DeVries supposedly based the 
Chasco story on Spanish parchments he 
found in a clay cylinder while fishing in 
the Pithlachascotee 
River. When told 
about DeVries’ 
reported discovery of 
Spanish parchments, 

Marquardt said he 
hears such stories of 
people finding 
“ancient scrolls” 
from time to time, 
but questions their 
authenticity. 

The Calusa, 
by historical 
accounts from 
DeSotoN own jour- 
nals, were slaugh- 
tered and decimated 
by the disease and 
barbarous acts of 
violence brought by 
DeSoto and other 
Spanish conquista- 
dors. There are writ- 
ten accounts of the 
betting matches held by DeSoto and his 
men as to how many Indians their Mastiff 
dogs could kill in the pit before dinner. 

In a statement from the Florida 
American Indian Movement (AIM) infor- 


mation office in St. Petersburg, Florida, in 
what appears an obvious attempt to justify 
the genocidal colonization and subjuga- 
tion of Indian peoples, the pageant blurs 
the division between fantasy and reality. 
Even worse, some people seem to confuse 
the fictional play with fact. 

Approximately six years ago the 
Chasco Fiesta and play that set the 
tone for the whole event came 
to the attention of Florida 
AIM, while they were inves- 
tigating a group that had 
self proclaimed themselves 
the Central Florida Creek 
Tribe. At that time the 
Central Florida Creek Tribe 
was actively promoting what 
they called the “Native 
Children’s fund Pow Wow” with 
the co-sponsorship of the chambers of 
commerce of the small towns of Plant 
City and Lakeland. As it turned out the 
moneys never went to any children, native 
or non-, but to the adult self proclaimed 
Indian promoters. The group was eventu- 
ally investigated by the IRS and individu- 
als prosecuted for tax fraud. 

Also at that time the so-called 
Central Florida Creeks were the “Indian 


Advisors” for the New Port Richey 
Chasco event. Pasco county and the self 
proclaimed tribe had been working togeth- 
er to establish a so-called reservation and 
Indian village at the county tax funded 
Safety Park. 

Florida AIM’s information office 
stated in phone conversations with then 
mayor, Peter Altman, that if the county 
continued to recognize this area as an 
Indian reservation it would be necessary 
to turn over jurisdiction of said territory to 
either the Seminole Tribe of Florida or the 
Miccosukee Tribe. It was further suggest- 
ed to Mr. Altman that he hire a legitimate 
native person to coordinate the pow wow 
portion of the Chasco event - such as 
Bobby Henry, a Florida Seminole who 
lives on the nearby Tampa reservation. 


There were immediate changes 
made the following year and Bobby 
Henry has been the coordinator of the 
Chasco POW wow ever since. What has- 
n’t been addressed, according to Florida 


AIM, is the contin- 
ued portrayal of 
American Indians as 
savage human-sacri- 
ficing heathens as a 
platform to raise 
money. 

Chasco 
Fiesta organizers 
continue to insist the 
community celebra- 
tion is not meant to 
demean Native 
Americans and 
should not be inter- s 
preted as disrespect- 'S 
ful to their heritage. ^ 

According J 
to David Narcomey ^ 
of Jacksonville, an 
enrolled Oklahoma 
Seminole and North 
Florida AIM director, 

“The Indian pageant 
particularly upsets AIM members. The 
stereotypes of Native Americans in the 
Indian pageant are as offensive as a white 
person in black face imitating an African- 
American.” Narcomey uses the Chasco 
Fiesta as an example of racism in work- 
shops he teaches. 

“Five years of talks with 
the Chasco Fiesta organizers 
and the West Pasco Chamber 
of Commerce have failed to 
bring changes,” says 
Narcomey. “We feel we have 
no choice but to protest.” 

Five years ago the group 
complained about the pageant, 
but no changes were made. In 
June, the group filed a com- 
plaint with the state Office of 
the Attorney General in Fort 
Lauderdale charging that the 
pageant is defamatory, preju- 
dicial and dehumanizing to 
Native Americans. 

Organizers of Chasco 
Fiesta pondered whether to 
change the way American 
Indians are portrayed at the 
annual festival. Last 
September members of 
Florida AIM met with the 
Chasco Steering Committee 
and other local representa- 
tives. 

It was a good meeting,” said Joe 
Alpine president of the West Pasco 
Chamber of Commerce, which hosts the 
event. “Everyone left with the idea that 
we’re going to look at the (American 
Indian Movement) request.” 

Movement members who were at 
the meeting said it went about as well as 
expected. They said what they came to 
say, but they got no answers on what 
would be done. 

Dave Narcomey said members 
discussed the pageant and described how 
it was offensive. He said the group does- 
n’t want to shut down Chasco, it just 
wants to have a few things changed. ^ 

“We’d like to see a resolution to | 
this event,” Narcomey said. “It’s a good | 
event but it’s time to promote an era of 

inclusiveness. | 

Hopefully, by eliminat- 
ing the negative 
images, we can go in 
that direction.” 

Sheridan 

Murphy, executive 
director of Florida 
AIM, said the lack of 
an immediate reaction 
from the Chamber of 
Commerce and the 
Chasco representatives 
was “disappointing, but 
understandable. I just 
hope they come to the 
proper conclusion after 
that caucusing and 
meeting.” 

The fiesta was 
March 22 through April 
1 and included numer- 
ous events, such as a 
three-day Native 
American Festival, a 
carnival, a parade and the pageant. As 
March approached the organizers made 
the statement they weren’t going to 
change any wording to the pageant. 

Alpine said, because of AIM’s 


complaints, some changes were made a 
few years ago and references to American 
Indians as “heathens and savages” were 
deleted from the pageant. “But no more 
changes are anticipated to deal with 
AIM’s complaints,” he said. “They (AIM) 
basically want the Chasco Fiesta event to 
be canceled. This is our 79th year. We are 
not going to change what we are doing,” 
added Alpine. 

In press releases sent out a few 
weeks before the opening of the Chasco 
event AIM leaders targeted the Queen 
Chasco Pageant, along with the annual 
street parade, as days of protest. In addi- 
tion to the protests, AIM also called for a 
tourism boycott of Pasco County and 
asked sponsors of the Chasco Fiesta to 
withdraw their sponsorship. AIM leaders 
vowed their protests would be loud, but 
non-violent. 

“The American Indian Movement 
has never initiated an act of violence,” the 
group’s State Information Director said 
during the press conference at Sims Park 
amphitheater. The group includes mem- 
bers from tribes such as Lakota Sioux, 
Seminole, Creek, Chippawa, Kiowa, 
Mohawk, Menominee, Micmac, Navajo, 
Assinibone, Seneca, Cheyenne, 


Beads and beer. 


Wyandotte, Apache, Cherokee, Comanche 
and Shawnee. 

The New Port Richey Police 
Department assigned four more officers 
for the annual play during opening night 
of the Chasco Fiesta, according to Capt. 
Daryl Garman. Usually two to three offi- 
cers provide crowd control at the event. 
“This has gotten so much publicity we 
don’t know what kind of crowd to 
expect,” Garman commented. “It’s all 
guesswork. We’ll know more come 
Thursday night.” 

“I’m not going to interfere with their right 
to protest,” Garman said about the AIM 
demonstrators. At the same time, he 
noted, officers must police a ‘fine line’ 
between protesters and spectators. 

Representatives of the Junior 
Service League, which put on the pageant, 
did not return phone calls seeking com- 
ment. Previously, a league spokeswoman 
said none of the child actors had been 


pulled from the cast by parents. 

A week before the pageant, 
Garman offered to set up designated areas 
for the protesters. AIM rejected the plan, 
calling the proposed locations unsuitable 
because the sites were too far away from 
crowds. For instance, Garman had sug- 
gested setting up a protest area in the 
parking lot of the West Pasco Chamber of 
Commerce, across the river from the 
Indian Pageant in Sims Park and out of 
view of the play or spectators. 

On the night of the pageant 35 
protesters gathered at the edge of Sims 
Park. More than a dozen AIM members 
and supporters slipped into the park and 
took seats in the front row to see if there 
had indeed been any change to the script 
of the play as had been stated by Joe 
Alpine. At the first uttering of “savage 
heathens” Florida AIM State Field 
Director Jennifer Tweedie began chanting, 
“The Legend Stops Here” and “Stop The 
Racism.” 

The group was immediately sur- 
rounded by more than a dozen New Port 
Richey Police officers and Pasco County 
Sheriffs deputies-including the K-9 Unit. 
The group then reunited with AIM mem- 
bers and supporters who had set up a 


protest zone behind the spectators of the 
Chasco Indian pageant. Florida AIM State 
Executive Director Sheridan Murphy was 
briefly detained for using a bullhorn. AIM 
members and supporters were ordered by 
the pervasive police and sheriff officers 
present to not shout. Florida AIM member 
Kashka Larue was also ordered to be 
silent by officers. Two members of the 
Pasco Green Party were briefly detained 
for handing out leaflets in the park, which 
AIM was told violated New Port Richey 
ordinances prohibiting such distribution of 
materials in the park. 

“In blaring contrast to the Chasco 
committee’s statement, all of the phrases 
of savage, heathen, and human sacrifice 
are still part of the pageant and were duti- 
fully chanted by the children during the 
play,” said Murphy. “We’ll be back for the 
parade.” 

Next Issue: The Protest Continues . 


Beads and feathers. 


We ? re honoring you so shut up!!!!! 


The Chasco Fiasco 
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Seminole Casino News 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE 
BINGO AND GAMING — Highway 
721, Brighton Indian Reservation, Route 
6, Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 34974. 

(800) 360-9875. 

Super Saturdays are coming to 
the Casino on May 19. The evening ses- 
sion will begin at 6:45 p.m. and the pack 
for this session includes a 9-on for twenty 
regular games paying $1199 each, one 
50/50 Players Jackpot, one Progressive Jackpot and 
two Lucky 8’s. Packs are $80 for Player’s Club 
members and $90 for non-members. 

Player’s Club members will enjoy special 
50 percent off savings all month 
long when they play bingo on 
Fridays in May. Payouts will still 
be $150 and $250 per game 
(depending on pack purchased). 

Tribal citizen Agnes Bert 
was one of the lucky bingo jack- 
pot winners in April. Playing Lucky 8, Bert won 
$11,400. Fellow citizen Arica Buck won $14,720.55 
on the Super 6 Lotto video game. 

Bring you mother or grandma to the casino 
for a Mother’s Day luncheon buffet between noon 
and 1:30 p.m. on May 13 and they will receive a spe- 
cial gift. Menu includes chopped sirloin 
steak with mushroom gravy, mashed pota- 
toes, com, salad, dessert and drink. 

“Rack Attack” was held 
Wednesday, April 18. Thirty-eight players 
qualified to participate. The three lucky 
winners were Chris Bozzuto - $50 in 
casino chips, Cliff Taylor - $175.75 in 
casino chips and a Josiah restaurant gift 
certificate, and Shelton Williams - $85.75 
in casino chips, free drinks for a month, and a Josiah 
gift certificate. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO — 5550 
N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977- 
6700. 

The casino is involved in an extensive mar- 
keting campaign that also supports the sur- 
rounding areas. Employees were on hand 
April 21 at the Sunrise Musical Theatre to 
hand out casino t-shirts to an audience of 
3,000 attending country recording artist, 

Jo Dee Messina and Rascal Flatts. During 
the 6th Annual Air & Sea Show over Fort 
Lauderdale beach onlookers saw an aerial banner 
plane advertising the casino. And, as mentioned in a 
story on page — of the Tribune, the casino is also 
part of the Tribal tourism venture that is the major 
sponsor of the WIBC tournament mnning from April 
17 - June 27. 

Events at the casino during May include a 
special Mother’s Day on the 13th with 
the reggae sounds of The Togetherness 
Band from 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. with spe- 
cial day spa passes to be given to ten 
lucky winners. 

On May 20 hear the sounds 
of country recording artists Stampede. 

One lucky winner will receive a grand prize of a 
three day/two night trip to Nashville, Tenn. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF HOL- 
LYWOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 33021. 
(954) 961-3220 or (800) 323-5452. 

Hollywood is preparing to kick off it’s sec- 


ond Seminole Summer Festival of Fun. 
We have exciting Tournaments and spe- 
cial games planned for Memorial Day, 
Father’s Day, 4th of July, Labor Day and 
Grandparents Day. The bingo is celebrat- 
ing it’s Matinee anniversary on August 
18th with special games, prizes and must 
go jackpots. Last summer we gave away; 
cash, motorcycles, wave mnners, trips 
and much more. This summer we plan 
on making it even more exciting. 

You don't have to wait until summer to 
come in. We still pay out over $1,000,000 a day, 
that's more than anywhere else in Florida. We have 
1 000 gaming machines, Lightning 
Bingo, where you can change 
your fortune in seconds, 48 round 
the clock poker tables with daily 
mini tournaments and weekly 
tournaments, and 4 sessions of 
high stakes bingo daily. Seminole 
Indian Casino - Hollywood, the highest jackpots 
and the most excitement! 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 

34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. 

Beginning in May, the casino will start new 
summer shuttle hours for pick-up and 
departure in the Fort Myers and Naples 
areas. Pick up a copy of the new sched- 
ule at the casino or call the Groups and 
Marketing Department to have one sent 
to you. 

Lots of events are planned for 
May. On May 12, bring your JPC card, 
bingo admission receipt and May’s 
gamepiece from the newsletter to receive 
your choice of a set of four Seminole Indian Casino 
logo glasses. Some glasses will have hidden stickers 
worth up to $500 in matinee and $1,00 in evening 
sessions. 

Mother’s Day, May 13, all ladies in atten- 
dance at matinee or evening session of bingo will 
receive a beautiful rose and bud vase. 
Special tribute will be paid to the oldest 
mom, the youngest mom and other spe- 
cial people. 

One lucky bingo player will be off 
on a seven day Caribbean cruise for two 
plus over $60,000 in cash and prizes will 
be awarded during a special drawing on May 26. 
Win any bingo game and receive a drawing ticket to 
be eligible. Tickets can be collected all month long. 

Special bingo on the 26th starts at 5 p.m. 
with four sets of party games with discount prices 
for packs and 2-for-l extras (except D.I.Y.’s). Later 
at the 7 p.m. session, packs include twenty regular 
games paying $1,199 each. Bonanza 
and Super Jackpot will be a Must Go 
$5,000 each and the Bonanza will 
come off the board. 

Also on May 26, the casino is giv- 
ing away cash. Starting at 3 p.m. 
seven $1,000 drawings will lead up to 
a $ 1 0,000 drawing at midnight. Casino and poker 
players have all month to collect their tickets to be 
eligible for the drawings. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 
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Drs. Siudmak & Steinberg 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 



• Family Planning 

• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

• Ultrasounds In 
Office 


• Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

• High Risk Pregnancy 

• Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. • Irwin Steinberg M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


961-8303 

431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 

Suite 250, Hollywood 

Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle 

Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 




The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 





954 - 760-7600 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 
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TRUCK & RACE 
WORLD ! 


W SHOP THE OTHERS-- -THEN CALL US Q 
0 WHERE DISCOUNT DOES MEAN SOMETHING n 

R WE WILL NOT SB UNDERSOLD ! ? 


J | THE LOWEST PR/CFS 0# Mi T/RFS 


EVERY PART, ACCESSORY, TIRE & GOODY 
FOR TRUCKS, JEEPS ; & JAPANESE CARS 


ALL 15" 16" 17" 18" & 20" WHEELS 
K I AT THE LOWEST PRICES IN FLORIDA 



w SEU TECH-RANCHO-SUPER LIFT 

SUSPENSION KITS 


RUNNING DO ARDS-DUG SHIELDS-VENT SHADES 
BRUSH GUARDS-NERF BARS-ROLL BARS 


rr 


ALL 

CARS. 


FENDERS-WINDSHIELDS-HOODS 


BED LINERS $ 1 20 
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WOOD 
DASH HITS 


OPEN MON-SAT 

2108 TYLER ST HOLLY WO OD,FL 33020 
EXIT HOLLYWOOD EL VD EAST TO DIXIE (2t AVE) 
TURN LEFT - GO t BLR & TURN LEFT ON TYLER 

(054) 020-9917 FAX: (954) 920-9877 
TOLL FREE (888) 780-9996 
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Job Announcements 

Notices 


Job Title: 

Receptionist 

Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Secretary 
Treasurer’s 

Salary: 

$18,720 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Site Manager 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Hotmeals 

Salary: 

Negotiable 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Tribal Clerk/ 
Admin. Asst. 

Open Date: 

Mar. 14, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Secretary 
Treasurer’s 

Salary: 

$24,960 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Youth Center 
Attendant 

Open Date: 

April 25, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Juvenile 
Justice 

Salary: 

$16,640 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Bookkeeper/ 
Office Asst. 

Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brtn, Natural 
Resources 

Salary: 

Negotiable 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Open Date: 

April 11,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brtn, Family 
Services 

Salary: 

Negotiable 

Job Title: 

Accounts Payable 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health 

Salary: 

$18,720 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

A-Built/CAD 

Drafter 

Open Date: 

April 11,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location : 

Hlwd, Utilities 

Salary: 

$28,000 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Admin. Asst. 

Open Date: 

April 11,2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Planning 
& Development 

Salary: 

Negotiable 

Job Title: 

Gaming 

Inspectors (5) 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Community 
Health Educator 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health 

Salary: 

$30,000 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Dental Asst. 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health 

Salary: 

$24,960 annually 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Open Date: 

Mar. 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health 

Salary: 

$35,000 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Operator/ 

Maintenance 

Trainee 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Utilities 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Patient Services 
Clerk 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Hlwd, Health 

Salary: 

$17, 600 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance 

Operator 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brtn, Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Operator/ 

Maintenance 

Trainee 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brtn, Utilities 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 


Job Title: 

Tribal Outreach/ 
Worker 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brtn, Family 
Services 

Salary: 

$20,300 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Community 

Health/Rep. 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Health 

Salary: 

$18,700 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Custodian 

Open Date: 

Mar. 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

$15,600 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Elementary/ 
Middle School 
Teacher 

Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

Negotiable 

Job Title: 

Medical Social 
Worker 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Family 
Services 

Salary: 

Negotiable 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Permanent 

Sub. Teacher 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

$12.50 per hr 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Pre-K Teacher 

Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

Negotiable 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Secretary 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Family 
Services 

Salary: 

$13,644 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Speech Therapist 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

Negotiable 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Teachers Aide 

Open Date: 

March 28, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

B.C., Ahfachkee 

Salary: 

$13,644 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance 
Operator (2) 

Open Date: 

March 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, 
Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Cultural 

Language 

Instructor 

Open Date: 

March 14, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Imm., Cultural 
Education 

Salary: 

$28,120 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance 

Operator 

Open Date: 

March 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Imm., Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 

Job Title: 

Teacher Aide 
(3/4 yr. Class) 

Open Date: 

March 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$18,150 
with benefits 

Location: 

Imm., Preschool 
Programs 

Job Title: 

Surveillance 
Operator (3) 

Open Date: 

March 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,680 
with benefits 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 

Job Title: 

Gaming Clerk 

Open Date: 

March 7, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Salary: 

$17,200 
with benefits 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 


If interested, contact 
Human Resources at 967-3403 
or fax resume to 967-3477. 


Get the Seminole Tribune 
delivered to your chickee 
for only $25 each year 


5th Annual Candy 
Osceola Memorial All Indian 
Pool Tournament — May 18-19. 
Friday, May 18, Seniors 50 & 

Over, Singles and Mixed Doubles. 

1 7 and Under, Singles, Male and 
Female - Registration 4-6 p.m. 
Tournament to start at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, May 19, Adults 
1 8-49, Singles and Mixed Doubles 

- Registration 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Tournament to start at 1 p.m. fol- 
lowed by 9-ball open tournament. 
Sponsored by David Cypress, Big 
Cypress Representative. 

Open Pool Tournament 

— May 5, at Immokalee Pool 
Bam. Register 10-11:30 a.m. 
Shoot at 12 p.m. Five person team 
entry is $100.00 per team (all men, 
all women, or mixed teams). 

$5,000 added money for top 5 
place and $1,500 1st place. Scotch 
Doubles entry is $20.00 per team. 
$2,000 added money for top 5 
places and $600 for 1st place. 9- 
ball men’s and women’s division - 
$3,000 added money for top 5 
places for men and women and 
$500 to 1st place men and women. 
Valley mles will apply, call B.C. 
Recreation at (863) 983-9659 or 
Immokalee at (941) 658-0204. A 
dmg and alcohol free activity. 

Team Florida Swim 
Team — Are you interested in try- 
ing out for the Team Florida Swim 
Team and seeing if you can qualify 
for the North American Indigenous 
Games? If you are interested, sign 
up with Kristin at (954) 989-9457 
as soon as possible. 

Any qualifier for the 
NAIG needs to be bom in 1989 or 
before. We will have an age group 
swim team for all future athletes 
who will not be able to participate 
at the 2002 Games, but will be eli- 
gible for the Sunshine State 
Games. We will be starting practice 
soon and we will be participating 
in swim meets. Now is the time to 


start conditioning and training. We 
have to pick our Team Florida 
Swim Team by the end of the year. 

All Swimmers attempting 
to qualify for the NAIG must meet 
certain requirements. You must 
have the times needed for the event 
and attend a certain amount of 
practices and swimming meets to 
be eligible to qualify. If you want 
to sign up or you need more infor- 
mation, please call Kristin at the 
Hollywood Gym at (954) 989- 
9457. 

Hollywood Swimming 
Pool Opening — Hollywood 
Swimming Pool will be open 
beginning on Wednesday, April 
1 8th. The hours for the pool will 
be: Monday-Friday 2:30 p.m. - 
5:45 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 12 p.m. 

- 4 p.m. Pool is open to Tribal 
Members and their spouses. 
Children under 7 years of age must 
have constant adult supervision. 
Proper swimming attire is required. 
Bathing suit or swimming shorts 
preferred. No jean shorts, cutoffs 
or long shorts (below the knee) 
allowed. Tank top shirts only. For 
more information, call Hollywood 
Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 

Over the Air: Navajo 
Code Talkers — Over 450 Navajo 
Code Talkers served the United 
States during the war. Read more 
about the WWII Secret Weapons at 
festivals, com/0 1 04april/nativeam- 
erican/overtheair.cfm. 

Spotlight Shines on 
Native Sounds — To find out 
more about Native American 
music, to hear audio samplings of 
music and to read about the artists 
mentioned go to 
http://festivals.eom/0 1 -04- 
april/nativeamerican/spotlight.cfm. 

Old Songs, New Voices 

— Find out about the talented 
Navajo dancers and musicians, 
hear their performances and learn 
more about Yei-Bi-Chei here festi- 


Poems 


“The Flight of the Hawk” 

He soars o’er the sawgrass, the alligators, 

The otters and the Seminoles 
His graceful flight is not his first or the last 

As long as the sun shines on this land of gold 
His flight will continue to grace the sky 

His powerful grip, grasp the past untold. 

No eyes beheld the vision of the horizon 

And no one can communicate to him like the Seminole 

From the tallest cypress trees, he sees the land 

For hundreds of years a home to the Seminole 
The hawk made his sounds of warning and 

Only a chosen few could relate, so we have been told 
The flight of yesterday, the flight of tomorrow 
The flight of today, rest in our souls. 

The elders are disappearing one by one 

Tears are on his face for the disappearing Seminoles. 

Still his wings are spread for the flight 

His grip is still grasping for our survival 
The flight of the hawk will continue 

Unconquered and sovereign must be our title. 

Cowbone 


Personals 


Seeking Phil Bowers 

I was wondering, I know that it’s a long shot, but I went to 
school with a guy named Phil Bowers at Haskell Indian Jr. College in 
the 1990’s. (He must be about 27 or so years old). I’m not even sure if 
this is his tribe or not, but I would like to get a hold of him. Do you hap- 
pen to know who I am talking about? Please respond even if the answer 
is no, thanks. Sharey Cleveland, GIS Technician, Resource Inventory & 
Analysis, Colville Confederated Tribes, (509) 634-2360, email: 
sharey. cleveland@colvilletribes . com 


In Memory 


Little Angel 

Born December 21, 2000 and passed away on April 19, 2001. Baby Ida 
Betty Osceola Padilla infant daughter of Anthony and Heather Padilla. 

Baby Ida passed away all of sudden and shocked many people in 
the Hollywood community. Hillbilly Shakespeare Hank Williams once 
said in one of his songs “Life is a flower that withers and dies” life is pre- 
cious and life is fragile, life of a baby needs tender loving care. 

Baby Ida’s funeral service took place at First Seminole Indian 
Baptist Church officiated by myself and Reverend Wonder Johns. The 
burial took place at the New Seminole Cemetery in Hollywood. 

We do not understand why an infant passes away. Baby Ida only 
lived in this world 119 days, she brought brightness and brilliancy to our 
church at First Seminole. Many Sundays Baby Ida came to church, we all 
miss her, but, we will see her again “in the sweet by and by.” 

Hem-mung-ala-ka 

Cowbone 


vals .com/ 0 1 -04-april/ nativeameri- 
can/oldsongs.cfm. 

Dancing Across the 
Land — Click on this website to 
check out any of the dots on the 
map to sample the magic of some 
favorite Native American festivals 
here festivals.com/ 01-04- 
april/nativeamerican/dancing.cfm. 

Teacher’s Corner — The 
latest “Teachers’ Comer” for the 
first time offers its extensive selec- 
tion of resources conveniently sep- 
arated into sections that correspond 
with those showcased in the 
Festivals.com feature, “Continuing 
Traditions.” Tap into the 
“Teachers’ Comer” for learning 
excitement at 
www. festivals .com/ -kids/ 

Festive Fun With Art — 

The latest “Festive Fun With Art” 
activity pays tribute to Native 
Americans of the Pacific 
Northwest and their ceremonial 
button blankets. Button blankets 
are worn on important occasions 
and exchanged as gifts at potlatch 
ceremonies. Children can design 
and sew their own blankets in a 
project that will take about an hour 
to complete. Join in celebrating 
Native American festivals and try 
your hand at the art of the blanket 
making here 

www. festivals .com/ -kids/ 

About Festivals.com — 

Backstage at Festivals.com pro- 
vides a platform where festival 
producers, suppliers and perform- 
ers can receive and exchange infor- 
mation. Industry conferences, job 
postings and news are among the 
numerous services found 
B ackstage backstage . festivals .com/ 

About RSL Interactive, 
Inc. — RSL Interactive has indus- 
try partnerships with three associa- 
tions: IFEA, First Night and 
Western Fairs Association. These 
partnerships are helping the indus- 
try enter the ‘Internet Age’ with 
Web site development, member 
registration and e-commerce serv- 
ices. Contact: Jim Shanlin at RSL 
Interactive, Inc. (206) 623-9495 or 
(206) 623-8002. Visit the website 
at shanklin@rslinteractive.com 

Annual Craven County 
Intertribal Powwow — Craven 
County Fairgrounds, Hwy. 70 East 
- 3 miles of New Bern, NC. May 
4-6. Food concessions by Clark 
Oxendine Vending. Day money 
each day for dancers - Drum con- 
test. Gates Open: Friday 5 p.m., 
Saturday 10 a.m., Sunday 11 a.m. 
Grand Entries: Friday 6 p.m., 
Saturday 12 noon & 6 p.m., 

Sunday 12 noon. Admission: 

Friday (Family Night) $ 3.00 per 
person, Saturday/Sunday Adults 
$6.00, Students $3.00 (5-17), sen- 
iors (65+) $3.00, children 4 & 
under free. Where to Stay: RV 
Camping Free, Tent Camping Free, 


Host Hotel: Days Inn Phone: (252) 
636-0150. Ask for rooms in 
Powwow Block. Contact 
Information: Powwow Director 
Deborah Wayne (Lenape) 252-244- 
4222 or double_d@coastalnet.com. 
www.ncnativenews.tripod.com/po 
wwow /. Event Held Rain or Shine! 
Bring your lawn chairs! Public 
Invited and welcome! No Drugs or 
Alcohol - No Coolers Allowed. 

4th Annual Hon-Dah 
Resort Pow Wow — in the Pines: 
August 4-5, 2001. 1-800-WAY UP 
HI or (520) 369-0299. Located at 
the junction of Hwys 260 & 73 
Hon-Dah, Arizona hondah.com. 
More information for vendors con- 
tact Melissa Hubbard at ext.7573 
or Vadonna Lupe ext.7586. 

11th Annual Cherokee 
County Indian Festival and 
Mother’s Day Pow Wow — May 
12, 13. Saturday - 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Boiling Park, Canton, Georgia. 30 
minutes North of Atlanta. Adults 
$8.00, children under 12 — $5.00, 

4 years and under - Free. 

Julyamsh 2001 — Coeur 
D’Alene Tribe Pow Wow & 
Encampment. July 27-29 
Greyhound Park, Post Falls, Idaho. 
Largest outdoor Pow Wow in the 
Northwest! Stickgame tournament 
Coeur D’Alene Casino Resort 
Hotel Worley, Idaho. 1-800-523- 
2464, then press 3 for the Events 
Hotline www.cdacasino.com. 

Virginia’s Explore Park 
presents a Native American 
Powwow — May 11-13, 2001! 
Honoring our Mothers Organized 
by Garland Humble Bear Leeson. 
Friday, May 11 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m., Saturday, May 12 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m., and Sunday, May 13 Noon 
to 5 p.m. Adults: $8; seniors: $6; 
Children: $4.50; Ages Two and 
Under are Free Tickets Include the 
Explore Park’s Historic Area and 
the Powwow! Virginia’s Explore 
Park is an outdoor living history 
museum located at Milepost 1 1 5 on 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. Host 
Hotel: Colony House Motor 
Lodge: 540-345-0411 For More 
Powwow Info: 540-427-1800 or 
540-674-1989 
www.explorepark.org. 
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Happy Birthday 
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Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 

&££ gwi 

Hollywood Seminole Reservation 


Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Worship 6 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 

Open tfjsrCH TOMMIE CANItLy 

(954) 894-5651 

Al Skill Bn: 13541 TIS«- AH 5 


www.seminoletribe.com/marketplace 








Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 

We offer up front seating for 


Concerts u Theatre u Sportsi 


Local & Nationwide events 


r. "i 

ULTIMATE 
TRAVEL & 


Upcoming Events 

u Madonna u James Taylor 

u Rod Stewart u Dave Matthews Band 

u Depeche Mode u Eric Clapton 

u Ozzfest u 6 N Sync 

u Poison u Brooks & Dunn 

u Journey/Peter Frampton 

u Florida Marlins 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 


Operated by Grand Residents 


Alex Johns Tampa Board Rep. 


David Dehass Hwd. Board Rep. 


David Cypress BC Council Rep. 


John Wayne Huff Sr. Br Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. Hwd Council Rep. 


Paul Bowers Sr. BC Board Rep. 
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“Voice of the Unconquered” 
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“Captain” Tom Tiger was the second Seminole to meet an US President, see Reflections page 3. 


Fifteen Months And A New Life Later 


Remembering Candy 

By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD - Juanita Osceola and family, 
with support from Council Representative David Cypress, 
held the 5 th Annual Candy Osceola Memorial Pool 
Tournament last weekend at the Hollywood Recreation 
Gym. 

The two-day event, held Friday and Saturday, 
included divisions for both men and women, boys and 
girls, and seniors. Pool sharks (and some guppies) from all 
over Seminole Country turned out to honor Candy and her 
family and to try for the $600 first place prize. 

Friday night the festivities got underway with the 
youth and seniors. Competition was fierce but friendly as 
the players grabbed their sticks to shoot in the one game, 
double elimination tournaments. 

Previous tournament winners felt the heat as they 
tried to rise to the top of the brackets. Some made it; some 
fell by the wayside as play continued into the early morn- 
ing hours. This made it kind of tough on the parents who 
had to return on Saturday at 1 0 a.m. for their own divi- 
sions. (Veterans of the game and these events know that 
lack of sleep is a given.) 

Play continued on Saturday until early evening 
for the top five positions in each division. Food and bever- 
ages to help sustain the players and the audience were pro- 
vided throughout the tournament by Sonny’s Hogies. 
Commemorative T-shirts were available for those wanting 

See CANDY, page 13 

Guard, Indians Try 
To Forge New Ties 

By Michael Reed 

Reprint from St. Augustine Record 

In an effort of reconciliation between the United 
States government and American Indians, laws were 
passed years ago requiring every government agency to 
consult with federally-recognized tribes. 

Now various tribes and the Florida National 
Guard are coming together to preserve American Indian 
historic and cultural sites. 

Last weak, the Florida National Guard held con- 
sultations with six tribes, Col. Jeff Hetherington said it was 
the right thing to do. 

“I should say we’re off to an excellent start, and 
the consultations went very well.” 

The guard, aided by American Indians, will try to 
protect important sites on the land it manages, which 
includes the 73,000-acre Camp Blanding training grounds 
near Starke 

Tribal representatives at the meeting were given a 
tour of Camp Blanding. 

Brig. Gen. Jimmy Watson said the tribes have not 
identified any important sites on the guard’s property, but 
important sites may be found in the future. 

Patricia Wickman, historic preservation chair for 

See GUARD, page 3 


Children Of Children 



Missy Huff and Candice Fimmer 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — On Thursday, May 10th the 
Brighton students, grades 6th through 9th, were introduced 
to a photograph exhibit and riveting testimonies discussing 
an increasing problem facing our youth in this country 
today - children having children. This lesson in life began 
at a luncheon where guest speakers from the Brighton 
community shared with the group their own testimonies of 
being teen parents. A Seminole Tribune reporter, who 
became a parent at 19, discussed the inability to establish 
an identity for himself and how he literally lost his child- 
hood. Instead of going to college, he became a father and 
husband working two jobs. He did not return to college 
until he was 36 years old. He also spoke about the reper- 
cussions of parents who marry at a young age and divorce, 

See CHILDREN, page 2 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — Fifteen months.... that’s how 
long it’s been since Josephine Villa sat down with the 
Seminole Tribune to tell the grievous story of how her 
struggle with diabetes nearly ended her life when she 
was robbed of the function of her 
kidneys and forced to begin life 
sustaining dialysis in 1999. For 
five days in December 1999 she 
underwent lifesaving emergency 
dialysis. Her salvation Josephine 
told the Tribune was, “God’s way 
of telling me that I had a mission 
to accomplish.” 

It was an unforgettable 
interview whose tone and mood 
was set by remarkable ambiva- 
lence. Fear and courage, despair 
and hope, these were the feelings 
that presided as Josephine bravely 
told her story in the hope that she 
could impact others before it was 
too late. Back then she was scared, 
not for herself but for others 
whom she feared might be harbor- 
ing the misconception that dialysis 
was some sort of alternative that 
could be consciously opted for as 
an alternative to good diabetes 
management. Then and now dialy- 
sis remains in her own words, “painful, just awful, a last 
resort that should be avoided at all costs.” 

Today, the pain is gone for Josephine thanks to 
a new kidney and her uncommon ability to turn adversi- 


ty and knowledge into power. Her mission remains 
steadfast. 

In January 2000, Josephine began the monu- 
mental task of getting a new kidney by beginning a bat- 
tery of medical tests that would last nearly six months. 


The tests would determine if she could be an organ 
recipient. There were tests on her heart, her lungs, and 
indeed all organ systems of her body. She even had a 

See VILLA, page 4 



Josephine Villa with daughter Micki. 


Oneva Smith 
Baxley Retires 



Oneva Baxley on her way to take it easy. 


By Janice Billie 

BRIGHTON — As of May 4, 
Brighton Cattle and Range and Seminole 
Tribe Board lost one of its most depend- 
able and dedicated employees to retire- 
ment. After 23 years starting as a recep- 
tionist and retiring as the departments’ 
accounts payable/bookkeeper, Oneva 
Smith Baxley put in her last day as a 
Tribal employee on Friday. 

At a luncheon in her honor held 
at the Lakeport Lodge, Oneva was com- 
mended by her supervisor, Cattle and 
Range Program Director Don Robertson, 
as an outstanding employee who could be 
relied upon to work hard and conscien- 
tiously on any task asked of her. “After 
23 years, Oneva is like part of the foun- 
dation here at Cattle and Range and we 
are all sad to see her go, but we wish her 
only the best,” said Robertson. Seminole 
Board Operations Manager, Carolyn 
Billie presented Oneva with a gold watch 
and bracelet set from President Mitchell 
Cypress’ Office and the Board of 

See ONEVA, page 3 


Keep Hoof And 
Mouth Disease 
Out Of Florida 

By Tommy Benn 

TALLAHASSEE — The United 
States has regulations to prevent the intro- 
duction of Hoof and Mouth Disease into 
her boundaries but so did many currently 
affected countries. HMD has been diag- 
nosed in 34 countries in the past 1 8 
months. The latest outbreaks were report- 
ed in Great Britain, Northern Ireland, 
Argentina and France. The only conti- 
nents free of the disease are North 
America, Australia and the Antarctica. 

All cloven-hoofed animals are 
susceptible. In Florida those include 
domesticated cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, 
and buffalo. Wildlife, both exotic and 
native Florida species, are suspect. 

If you suspect a disease problem, 
report it immediately to a veterinarian or 
an animal health officer. Early detection 
of HMD is critical; the virus is fast 
spreading. More than likely 100 percent 
of animals in an exposed herd will 
become ill; younger animals are more 
susceptible to death than older animals. 

Inspect your animals daily for 
tell-tale signs of HMD blisters around the 
mouth and muzzle, which cause slobber- 
ing and drooling. Raw patches or ulcers 
and sores may develop around the ani- 
mal’s utter causing mastitis; blisters on 
the feet will cause lameness. Infected ani- 
mals will not drink, eat or walk and will 
lose weight rapidly. Cattle and swine will 
show signs of HMD within two to seven 
days. Sheep and goats may only show 

See HOOF, page 13 
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IMMM^EditoriallWBMB 

“Please God, I’m only 17” 


^Barbara Secody 

It’s prom time again, and young students are out there 
‘having fun’ - doing the things that young people do these days. 
Even kids that do not use drugs or drink are still at risk, because 
there are a greater number of those out there who do. Those are 
the people who are going to be at the wheel, and who will be 
sharing the roads with your kids. Each year throughout the 
United States, young people are killed on their prom night 
through either reckless behavior on their part or on the part of 
others - as well as at the hands of a drunk driver. 

Through the years, young people have become more 
aware of the dangers of prom night and have taken measures to 
ensure their safety. Some prom goers even pool their resources 
and hire a limo. At approximately $40 per hour, it is a small 
price to pay for peace of mind. Others select a “designated driv- 
er” - someone who they can depend on to stay sober throughout 
the evening. Even with these precautionary measures, tragedy 
still occurs on prom night, but all attempts by everyone to do 
their part have greatly reduced the number of deaths in recent 
years. 

Many years ago, Abigail Van Buren (“Dear Abby”) 
printed a piece in her column about a young person who had 
tragically died in a senseless car accident. It has been reprinted - 
with her permission through the years, and has had a tremendous 
impact on readers everywhere. It goes as follows: 

Please, God, I’m on 17 

The day I died was an ordinary school day. How I wish 
I had taken the bus! But I was too cool for the bus. I remember 
how I wheedled the car out of Mom. “Special favor,” I pleaded. - 
“All the kids drive!’ 

When the 2:50 bell rang, I threw all my books in the 
locker. I was free until 8:40 tomorrow morning. I ran to the park- 
ing lot, excited at the thought of driving a car and being my own 
boss. Free! 

It doesn’t matter how the accident happened. I was 
goofing off - going too fast - taking crazy chances. But I was 
enjoying my freedom and having fun. The last thing I remem- 
bered was passing an old lady who seemed to be going too slow. 
I heard a deafening crash and felt a terrible jolt. Glass and steel 
flew everywhere. My whole body seemed to be turning inside 
out. I heard myself scream. 

Suddenly I awakened; it was very quiet, and a police 
officer was standing over me. Then I saw a doctor. My body was 
mangled and saturated with blood. Pieces of jagged glass were 


sticking out all over. Strange, that I couldn’t feel anything. 

Hey! Don’t pull that sheet over my head! I can’t be 
dead. I’m only 17. I have a date tonight. I’m supposed to grow 
up and have a wonderful life - and I haven’t even lived yet: I 
can’t be dead! 

Later, I was placed in a drawer at the morgue. My folks 
have to identify me. Why did they have to see me like this? Why 
did I have to look at Mom’s eyes when she had to face the most 
terrible ordeal of her life? Dad suddenly looked like an old man. 
He told the man in charge, “Yes, he is my son.” 

The funeral was a weird experience. I saw all my rela- 
tives and friends walk toward the casket. They passed by, one by 
one, and looked at me with the saddest eyes I’ve ever seen. 

Some of my buddies were crying. A few of the girls touched my 
hand and sobbed as they walked away. 

Please! - Somebody! - Wake me up! Get me out of 
here! I can’t bear to see my mom and dad so broken up. My 
grandparents are so racked with grief they can hardly walk. My 
brother and sisters are like zombies - they move like robots. In a 
daze, everybody! No one can believe it, either. 

Please don’t bury me - I’m not dead! I have a lot of liv- 
ing to do! I want to laugh and run again. I want to sing and 
dance. Please don’t put me in the cold, dark ground! I promise if 
you give me just one more chance, God, I’ll be the most careful 
driver in the whole world. All I want is one more chance. 

Please, God, I’m only 17! 

Although this story will touch the hearts of those who 
read it - as it always does, unfortunately, some of those will not 
heed the warnings and will meet a similar demise. The article is 
old - written long before crack cocaine, ecstasy, acid and the 
myriad of other “designer drugs” became the main attraction at 
teen functions. Today, parents have to worry - not only about 
drinking and driving - but about all the other stuff kids are into. 

There is no sure fire way to protect your children, but 
let them know over and over again - until you are both blue in 
the face - how important it is for them to exercise caution. Let 
them know you care - and remind them of the good life that lies 
ahead for them to enjoy - a life you want to share with them for 
a long, long time. 

— Barbara Secody is a freelance writer for the 
Seminole Tribune 
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6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Mr. Billie, 

We were glad we could help in a 
small way with your canoe presentation at 
Eastside High School in Gainesville on 
March 29, and we were honored by your 
visit to the Florida Museum of Natural 
History to see the Hall of South Florida 
People and Environments, which will 
open to the public in 2002. 

During your visit, you mentioned 
that the thatching job on a structure in one 
of our exhibits “would not hold water” 
(reported in Seminole Tribune , April 13). 
Museum exhibit coordinator Darcie 
MacMahon and I spoke to our thatchers 
about the style they had chosen to make 
sure they had good reasons. 

They learned the “weaving” style 
(weaving the palm leaves around the 
purlins) from the Maya people in the 
Yucatan, who use the style whenever nails 
are not available. It result in a tighter, 
thicker thatch (50 % more palm leaves are 
used) and water does not permeate the 
thickness of the thatch. The “S-curve” of 
the woven stems is very strong and resists 
wind better than the straight-stem style. 
They say even resort hotels use this 
woven style on large structures that are 
placed on windy beaches. 

Because the structure in our 
exhibit is supposed to represent a Calusa 
Indian house of the 1500s, the thatchers 
knew it would have been built without 
nails, so that’s why they used the “no- 
nail” style favored by Mayan people 
instead of the modem Seminole style. 

We appreciated your visit and 
your comments, and we hope you will 
come back to see the exhibit when it is 
completed next year. 

Sincerely, 

William H. Marquardt 

Curator in Archaeology 

Dear Editor: 

The story of the Seminoles found 
on Andros is Hollywood (industry) mate- 
rial. 

There is a dramatic story, plots, 
and much more that creates a great motion 
picture, if handled properly. Such a 
motion picture would definitely draw 
great attention to the Seminole Tribe, its 
history, and attractions. 

I was very much drawn by the 
story, although I have read much about 
the Seminoles, in English and Russian. 
Imagine the effect on those Americans, 
Asians, and Europeans who do not know 
much about the Seminoles (or know noth- 
ing), and then see a movies that tells the 
story of Native Americans escaping tyran- 
ny; pirates, seafaring, storms, adventures, 
new land, stmggles, tragedies, triumphs. 
The movies should also tell about the 
Seminole history in Florida; this is the 
story of those who had remained, their 
wars against the invaders, their victories. 

I am glad to read the Tribune 
after an absence due to some projects that 
kept me very busy. As one of many 
Russian- Americans, who read the story of 
the Seminoles in Cpt. Mein Reid’s won- 
derful book, I wish the Tribe well, and 
hope to visit again and again. 

Paul Stonehill 

California 

Dear Seminole Tribe; 

I was just wondering what did 
you all eat in the swamp? 

Jody Kay 

Anbabyface@aol.com 

Dear Jodi-Kay; 

We ate plenty of garfish , mud- 


fish , bass , bream and turtles from the 
canals . Vegetables we grew in our gar- 
dens such as pumpkin , corn , beans, 
sweet potatoes, etc . We also survived off 
the deer, bear, panther, wild hogs, rabbit 
or squirrel . As well as many swamp 
birds; wood ibis, curlew, anhingas . 

Paul Buster (Cowbone) 

Editor, 

My name is Larry Rempala. I am 
a Boy Scout leader that is involoved in the 
Order of the Arrow(Elgixin Chapter). We 
are a sub-organization of honored campers 
that tries to follow the ways of American 
Indians. Being from Florida we are mostly 
interested in the Seminole Tribe. Many of 
our boys make their own Seminole patch 
work type long shirts and dance in compe- 
tition. They have won many regional 
competitions. I was wondering if there are 
videos available of Seminole Stomp 
Dance or other dances available for view- 
ing by non-Indians so our scouts can pol- 
ish their skills and stay fresh in thier 
dance. Thank you. 

Larry Rempala 

lrempala@worldnet.att.net 

You can contact Seminole 
Braodcasting at 954-967-3417, Library at 
954-989-6840 and ask for Diane Diaz at 
ext 1225 or Peggy Davis at the Museum 
at 954-792-0745 . 

Editor, 

Hello my name is Antonio Vindel 
and I would like to get your position on 
the following topic; I understand there is 
an ongoing debate as to the offending 
nature of sports nicknames such as, 
Indians, Redskins, etc. I thought I’d 
research it by asking your opinion on the 
matter. I would like to hear arguments on 
both sides of the issue from Native 
Americans and their reasons for taking 
offense or feeling indifferent perhaps 
because some may feel there are better 
causes to address. Your opinions will be 
most gratefully received. Thank you. 

Antonio Vindel 

pastgovi@aol.com 

I personally don ’t feel any 
offense or any bitterness towards the use 
of Native American names, as long as it 
is used within reason! 

“ Cowbone ” 

Editor, 

Hi this is Katie G. and I’m doing 
a research project on the Tribe and I was 
wondering if you have any information on 
what Tribal homes look like and what 
they use to build them. 

Katie Grant 

hockey girl2 1 88@hotmail.com 

Most of the Tribal members live 
in modern (cbs) homes today. But, thirty 
years ago or earlier most all of the 
Seminole lived in chickees (thatched roof 
huts). 

Chickees are made from Cypress 
wood for the frame or structure and 
topped with palmetto fronds from the 
Sabal palm tree. The frame is nailed 
together and the fronds are tacked onto 
the wood with smaller nails. Hope this 
helps you. 

“ Cowbone ” 

Editor, 

My dog, Coby has an open 
wound which is through the skin on his 
right upper front paw. The wound is get- 
ting larger and he is limping. He’s had it 


for 9 months. I have tried head gear (like 
a lamp shade), antibiotics, hot pepper, bit- 
ter herbs, electric shock with a charged 
collar each time he started to chew, band- 
ages, creams, etc. Nothing keeps him 
from chewing on it. There are no evident 
ticks, ant bites, etc. We are in Orlando, 
Florida. Have you any advice? Can you 
refer a Native American Animal Doctor or 
Shaman? Thank you for showing compas- 
sion. 

Clark (Flying Eagle-Manitou) 

McClelland, Honorary 
Member 

Lakota Sioux Nation 

clark@logia.net 

My dad used to use an old 
Indian medicine to remedy the wound. 
The medicine was first used for humans 
(Seminoles) during war times in the 
early 1800’s. When the men were injured 
the medicine was concocted and applied. 

I saw my dad perform that medi- 
cine on my dog, which accidentially got 
shot during a hunt. 

But, other than that I really 
have no advice except we used to use a 
motor oil (well used) on the affected area 
on the dog - maybe it might help, but 
don ’t hold it against me. 

“ Cowbone ” 

Editor, 

Does the Seminole Tribe have 
any legends of dangerous animals or 
Deities? Something to scare children. I’m 
currently writing a fictional novel, and it 
takes place in Florida. I would never want 
to offend you by misrepresenting your 
beliefs or traditions. Also, I am not plan- 
ning to write something silly about a 
Native American legend coming to pass 
and taking out it’s vengeance, that’s been 
done too many times with poor results 
(my opinion). 

Richard P. Buoye 

rbuoye@mediaone.net 

Most of our stories and legends 
are told to our children. The stories are 
not told to scare anyone; there may be 
some stories that might get the children 
to quiet down and retire for the evening. 

Our stories and legends are told 
in Miccosukee language, it can be trans- 
lated to English, but, it doesn ’t really 
have any punch to it. IPs not as dramatic 
or it’s not as humorous. No wonder we 
can’t have any fun in English. 

“ Cowbone ” 

Editor, 

Can you discribe the hunting, 
fishing and farming? What did they typi- 
cally eat? What did they do for recreation 
activities, crafts and games in the 1700’s? 

Mirnamorice@aol.com 

Hunting - get a rifle and some 
ammunition, go out in the woods where 
you would most likely see an animal. 
Fishing - If you have a boat and fishing 
gear (gig) you go out to ponds or water- 
ways. 

Farming -farm tractors and 
equipment would come in handy and a 
good fertile land. Before such was avail- 
able hand made tools were used in our 
gardens. 

Of the many wildlife that were 
part of our menu were; Wood ibis, Water 
turkey, Ironheads, garfish, turtles, mud- 
fish. 

Crafts - learning to either sew, 
beadwork, basketry or woodcarving. 

“Cowbone” 



Oosha nit oogen kahum pahshim (otter playing in water) 


Children 

Continued from page 1 

and the impact that decision has on the 
children. Jo Johns, Youth Coordinator at 
Brighton, spoke about the loss of freedom 
and how your life becomes entirely about 
your children. She emphasizes that she 
has no regrets, but it is very, very difficult 
at a young age. Dianne Smith, who 
became a parent at 15, also described her 
life at that time and how difficult it was 
being a teen mother. Preston Baker, who 
became a father at 20, and dearly loves 
children, spoke and commented that he 
never thought he would be a speaker dis- 
cussing teen parenthood. From a different 
perspective, Rita Gopher who became a 
mother at 25 also explained the difficul- 
ties of being an older mother. The mes- 
sage is taking responsibility, protecting 
yourself and having protected sex. 

Photographer Michael Nye is an 
artist whose candid portraits reveal the 
intense and often poignant lives of his 
subjects. His passion for photography 
has taken him around the world record- 
ing images of men, women and chil- 
dren from troubled and impoverished 
areas in Siberia, Mexico, Iraq, China 
and elsewhere. He is an attorney who 
received his Doctor of Jurisprudence in 
1977 and practiced law for 7 years 
before deciding to pursue photography 
full time in 1984. His Children of 
Children, Portraits and Stories of 
Teenage Parents introduces individuals 
ranging in age from 12 to 100 whose 
lives have been effected by teenage 
pregnancy. The powerful exhibit fea- 
tures 50 black and white portraits 
accompanied by audio stories, narrated 
by the individual in the photograph. 
Children of Children does not con- 
demn, condone, or romanticize teenage 
pregnancy; rather it explores the reali- w 
ties of teenage pregnancy and parent- I 
ing in our society. 2 

Frozen in time, the images J 
capture a significant life altering § 

moment as the subjects appear in the 
camera’s eye and ask you to under- 
stand. The photographs are more than 
static images. An audio narrative 
recorded by the person in the photo, 
drawing you into his or her life accompa- 
nies each. In simple and eloquent detail, 
these narratives address many of the com- 
plex issues-family, culture, religion, trust, 
money, poverty, guilt, abuse, responsibili- 
ty, support and education-just to name a 
few 

Teen pregnancy is not a simple 
issue of good or bad, right or wrong, do 
or don’t. It is a very complex issue that 
involves many people, events and deci- 
sions. The statistics in this country are 
staggering. The United States has the 
highest rates of teen pregnancy and births 
in the Western industrialized world. Teen 
pregnancy costs at least $7 billion each 
year due to medical and health care costs, 
incarceration expenses, public assistance, 
foster care, social services, childcare costs 
and education. Florida alone spent almost 
$2.5 billion on expenditures to support 
families begun by teens, but only $11.5 
million on investments to prevent preg- 
nancy. Imagine if that money were avail- 
able for other things... education, housing, 
job training, medical research or crime 
prevention. 

In Okeechobee County from 
1997 to 1999, 312 young women ages 15- 
19 became mothers. For the same 3 years, 
6 new mothers from Okeechobee were 
age 14 or under. Twenty-three of these 
teen mothers gave birth for a second time 
within their teen years. In 1997-1999, 
13.26% of Okeechobee’s total births were 
to teens under the age of 19. 

The consequences of teen preg- 
nancy are about more than money and 
costs involved. When a child is born to an 
adolescent, life is often more difficult for 
the child and the parents. Teen mothers 


and fathers are often ill equipped physi- 
cally or financially to bear and nurture 
healthy children. 

Compared to mothers who delay 
childbearing until age 20 or 2 1 mothers 
age 17 and younger spend more time as 
single parents, are less likely to complete 
high school and go on to college and are 
more likely to rely on public assistance or 
work in low paying jobs. Children born to 
teen mothers are more likely to be bom 
prematurely and be of low birth weight, 
have childhood problems, be abused or 
neglected and do poorly in school. 

Children of adolescent parents 
receive less medical care, are less likely 
to complete high school, live in homes of 
poorer quality than children of older par- 
ents, and daughters of teen mothers are 
more likely to become teen mothers them- 
selves. 

Many factors contribute to teen 
childbearing. Research and experience 
have identified some key factors: Poverty, 
most teen parents are from low-income 



Rita Gopher giving her testimony. 


families or live in areas of poverty; 

School performance, poor academic per- 
formance is often a precursor to teen 
pregnancy. Many teens drop out of school 
before they become pregnant. Family 
background is also a key factor. Children 
of teen mothers are more likely to become 
teen parents. Siblings of teen parents are 
more likely to become teen parents. 

Family background of domestic 
violence, substance abuse or divorce can 
increase the risk of teen pregnancy. Also 
sexual abuse or victimization links teen 
pregnancy, especially in cases of sexual 
pressure or sexual coercion. Teen use of 
alcohol, drugs and tobacco is also associ- 
ated with sexual risk taking. Youth with 
behavior problems and those who are 
homeless incarcerated or in foster care 
have high rates of early pregnancy. A key 
factor is the lack of knowledge. Teens 
often do not have the information or sup- 
port systems to delay sexual activity. 
Finally, peer pressure. Many teen feel 
pressured by their friends and peers to 
become sexually active. 

The choice to become a statistic 
is a result of the choices people make. 

Life is full of changes, disappointments, 
decisions, frustrations and opportunities to 
make mistakes. However, everyone can 
avoid mistakes... at least a lot of mistakes, 
as well as the pain that follows. Make a 
conscious choice to live happy, healthy 
and fulfilling lives. If you are faced with 
any of these factors, there is help for you. 
Seek help, get smart, and stay healthy. 
Most of all discuss your situation. 
Carefully examine the consequences of 
the choices you make. 

Remember prevention is the key. 
Above all. Love and Respect Yourself! 
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Reflections By Patsy West 


“Captain” Tom Tiger Was Second 
Seminole To Meet An US President 


T om Tiger, or “Captain” Tom Tiger as he was most often 
called, was a well-known Seminole in the Kissimmee area. 
The authoress Minnie Moore-Willson was a great fan of 
his and provided interesting anecdotal information on his life in 
The Seminoles of Florida published in 1896. Tom was a Wildcat 
clan member, Grandfather to Agnes and Mary Parker, Betty Mae 
and Howard Tiger (Snake clan). 

Recently, due to the diligent efforts of historian Dr. Joe 
Knetsch, I was forwarded a microfilmed newspaper article which 
provided a piece of relatively unknown information involving 
Tom Tiger, just in time to be included in Betty Mae Jumper’s 
publication: A Seminole Legend: The Life of Betty Mae Tiger 
Jumper by Betty Mae Jumper and Patsy West (University Press 
of Florida, Fall 2001). 

Southern Florida’s first efforts into draining off the shal- 
low Everglades system began in the Kissimmee area. There in 
April 1883, United States President Chester A. Arthur visited and 
was wined and dined on the newly refurbished river boat the 
“Okeechobee” by an official of the Okeechobee Land and 
Improvement Company. Two years earlier, the OLIC had 
received permission from the State of Florida to reclaim a tract 
of submerged land totaling 12 million acres in Polk, Brevard, 
Manatee, Monroe and Dade Counties (these are the old, larger 
counties prior to the creation of others that exist today). The land 
to be reclaimed was larger than the states of Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, and Maryland. 

The agenda was to explain Florida’s revolutionary 
drainage program to the President. Was he a possible investor? 
The news article enthusiastically noted of the drainage project, 
“If successful, as it promises to be, it will make the men who are 
interested in it rich!” The drainage would provide for the cultiva- 


tion of “sugar cane, rice, oranges and other fruit.” Drainage 
would also create new pastures for the State’s cattle interests 
which at that time, provided for a large Cuban market in beeves, 
including “fighting bulls for the arenas of Havana.” Many of the 
company’s stockholders were Philadelphians others were from 
England. The President was told that settlers coming from Iowa 
were prepared to begin the cultivation of sugarcane on parts of 
the newly reclaimed land. 

The smaller boat the “Mary Belle” full of reporters fol- 
lowed the President’s party on the “Okeechobee”. The steamer 
“Gertrude” provided wood fuel for the “Okeechobee.” Through 
natural channels, lakes, and drainage channels cut by the 
Improvement Company’s dredges, the party made their way 
southwards towards 

Lake Okeechobee. Because of the newly dredged water- 
way, a boat 100 feet long and 22 feet wide was being built to 
make the run from Kissimmee City to Lake Okeechobee. 

The President’s party made a landing at Fort Gardner 
“as it was learned that some Indians were expecting the 
President’s arrival.” It was Captain Tom Tiger and his two wives, 
Mary and Mollie who met the boat. Tom smoked a cigar with the 
President and accepted a jack knife from the Secretary of the 
Navy. The President gave Tom’s baby (doubtless one of Ada 
Tiger’s older brothers) 25 cents. While communication was at a 
minimum, this meeting appears to have been the first between a 
Florida Seminole and the President of the United States since the 
1852 when Billy Bowlegs visited Washington, D. C. on his trip 
to New York City as the guest of a “removal expert” prior to the 
onset of the Third Seminole War in 1855. 

— Reflection Number 189 


Seniors Mothers Day Celebration 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The 

beloved Seniors of the Big Cypress 
community gathered at the Henry 
Osceola Senior Citizens Building to 
celebrate Mother’s Day on May 11. 
From 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. they lis- 
tened to gospel music provided by 
Jonah Cypress, Noah Jim and Joe 
Billie. Ruby Osceola and Sadie 
Cypress joined in and sang several 
hymns with the band. Along with 
the music the seniors were served a 


lunch of fried chicken and all the 
fixings. Gifts that included towels, 
sewing boxes, decorative jars were 
distributed to the mothers in the 
group. 

Site Manager, Mary Lou 
Cypress organized and facilitated 
the gathering. She said it was well 
worth all the effort to see the sen- g 
iors come over and enjoy the spe- § 
cial occasion. She thanked .« 

Councilman David Cypress for pro- £ 
viding the gifts and lunch. 

Agnes Cypress and Susie Billie on Mothers Day. 



Oneva 
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Directors. She also commended Oneva for 
a job well done and for her long term ded- 
ication. “She was always there and would 
do anything you asked her to do, just 
extremely dependable,” remarked 
Carolyn. Brighton Board Representative, 


Alex Johns awarded her a trip to Hawaii 
for two in appreciation for serving the 
Seminole Tribe for so many years. 

When asked how she came to 
work for Cattle and Range Oneva says, “It 
was back around 1987 after my son Neil 
was born. My brother Fred Smith was 
President of the Board of Directors at that 
time and one day he called me up and 
asked if I would come over and answer 
the phones because everyone was going to 


Corn Dance and someone needed to be 
there. I thought it was just for the day or a 
couple of days at the most but it turned 
out to be 23 years!” 

As for her future plans Oneva 
says she’s considering a part time job as 
the cultural language teacher at the pre- 
school but has no definite plans. She 
wants to enjoy the days as they come and 
“just take it easy.” 


Entering Into Fourth Year Of Drought 


By Tommy Benn 

TALLAHASSEE — With this being the fourth season 
of uncommon drought the losses to Florida cattle 
ranchers and farmers are recorded in the millions of dollars. An 
estimated $600 million of loss in the past four years due to the 
states prolonged drought. 

The biggest losses have been in field crops, corn, cot- 
ton, peanuts, soybeans, and hay. These field crops are mostly 
grown in Northern Florida, and the Panhandle areas of the state. 
Many of the farms in this region of the state are without irriga- 
tion systems. Decline in sales of nearly $300 million dollars 
reached in 1996 has hit these growers hard over the past four 
years. Farmers with irrigation systems are finding it too expen- 


sive to plant and harvest a crop. Due to the cost of running 
pumps, etc. as the price of fuel is skyrocketing out of sight too. 

Crop losses and declining sales have effected other 
Florida producers and their annual income. Attributable to the 
prolonged drought includes Citrus some $85 million, Pasture $80 
million, livestock $45 million in losses, vegetables / truck crops 
$40 million and watermelon sales have dropped $36 million over 
the past four years. 

Locally Lake Okeechobee out major water reserve is at 
its lowest level point in over 35 years at less than 10 foot. A tall 
man could possibly walk across the 38-mile wide lake without 
much trouble. 


Big Cypress Swine Club 



BIG CYPRESS — Amidst the 
busy campaign speeches and dinners on 
each of the Seminole Tribal 
reservations, children and 
parents at Big Cypress had 
an appreciation dinner for 
Benny and Robin Hernandez 
for the toil and hard work 
that they’ve shown for the 
Big Cypress community on 
Saturday, May 12, 2001. 

Benny gave an out- 
standing speech as he 
received his beautiful plaque 
for his untiring service to the 
community. 

Robin was speech- 
less due to overwhelming 
applause and a standing ova- 
tion, yet she made her way through the 


standing room only crowd and received 
her plaque also. 

They had grilled T-bone 
steaks, chicken and many, 
many sides that the par- 
ents brought. Everyone 
had their fill and then 
some. Many filled their 
plates again to take home 
for future reference. 

Cowbone band flew in 
for the occasion and per- 
formed its top hits since 
last millennium for the 
attendees’ enjoyment. 
Songs like “Gator 
Country Blues,” a song 
that was inspired by 
Osceola from the 1800’s, 

T Caught that Wild Hog” is another of 


many songs that was performed that after- 
noon. 

Amongst all the excitement in 
the afternoon, accolades, worthy praises 
and a pat on the back went to Cecilia 
Tigertail for unselfishly working hard to 
promote this appreciation dinner to 
deserving people in the Big Cypress com- 
munity. 

Fruits of these people are already 
prevalent among the children of Big 
Cypress and we commend you for your 
untiring labor of love. Also, many thanks 
to parents who are involved with this pro- 
gram. Keep doing this wonderful work 
that you have dedicated yourself to fulfill. 
You are appreciated very much! 

Sho na bay sha 

Hem mung ala ka 

Cowbone 


SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
(SBA) WORKSHOP 

JUNE 19, 2001 

HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION - AUDITORIUM 

10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) in con- 
junction with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is 
conducting a workshop to assist American Indian and tribal - 
ly owned and operated businesses in SBA certification. The 
workshop will discuss Indian Incentive Programs, provide 
and instruct on financing and loan programs, among other 
incentive and assistance programs. 

Businesses that may be interested in bidding on or 
subcontracting to perspective bidders for work involved 
with the future construction of the Big Cypress Water 
Conservation Plan - East Conveyance Canal are encouraged 
to participate/ attend. Construction practices for this project 
may include but not be limited to the following: 

Surveying, Canal excavation/dike formation, Pump 
station design/installation, Water control structure construc- 
tion/installation, Road construction. For additional informa- 
tion please contact Patti Lodge, Water Resource 
Management Department, 800-683-7800, ext. 1121. 
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2001 Florida Indian Youth 
Program 

July 15th through July 29 l 
Tallahassee, FL 
on the campus of 
Florida State University 
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The year 2001 marks the 21 st year of the Florida Indian 
Youth Program and promises to be the best program 
ever. Eligible students that complete their application 
by May 30, 2001, can earn up to $100 . Eligible students 
^ meeting this requirement will earn a $50.00 completion ^ 
bonus and will have another $50.00 deposited in their 
Florida Indian Youth Program bank account when they 
arrive in Tallahassee for the program. 
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Call 1-800-322-9186 for information and an application. 
Education Counselors on the various reservations also 
have applications. 

A program of the 

Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. 
1341 Cross Creek Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
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Protecting Special Places, 
Protecting Our Heritage 


By Tommy Benn 

MIAMI — Eight National 
Conference of the National Tribal 
Environmental Council was 
hosted by the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida 
at their Hotel and 
Gaming Resort, in late 
April 

The main 
objective of the 
National Tribal 
Environmental 
Counsel is to enhance 
each tribe’s ability to 
protect, preserve and 
promote the wise man- 
agement of air land 
and water for the ben- 
efit of present and 
future generations. 

Founded in 
1991 the counsel was 
formed by seven 
tribes. Today’s mem- 
bership record is 163 
tribes strong. All dedi- 
cated to working and 
assisting tribes in the 
protection of tribal 
lands. With Alaska and 
California having the most tribes enrolled. 

Native American have always 
held the land air and water in reverence 
and are striving hard to protect the envi- 
ronment even more today. 

Jerry Pardilla is the organizations 


Executive Director and Karen Ware hold 
down the office activities of the ten-year- 
old organization. Growing every year we 
strive to keep our membership aware of 
all the “HOT ISSUES” quoted Ms. Ware 
we can be located on 
our web site at 
www.ntec.org. Or 
general email: 
ntec@ntec.org Ms. 
Ware and Mr. 
Pardilla both reside 
in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico 

Becky Buster 
and staff have done 
an unbelievable job 
as our host. Billy 
Cypress really rolled 
out the carpet. 
Touring both the 
Miccosukee and 
Seminole Museum 
airboat rides Billie 
Swamp Safari it has 
been a most enjoy- 
able stay. The meal 
that featured both 
Seminole and 
Miccosukee cuisine 
was extremely enjoyable too. The enter- 
tainment with James Billie’s “Alligator 
Tales” was another high light of the con- 
ference. Sincere thanks to all those who 
made our stay a memorable one. 



Karen Ware office manager and 
Executive Director Jerry Pardilla. 


Florida Panthers 
Numbers Increase 


The Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) has 
tasted victory in its battle to save the 
Florida panther from extinction, but not 
without some costs. So far, wildlife biolo- 
gists have suffered serious scratches and 
bite wounds to their hands and feet — not 
to mention sprained ankles; heads 
slammed against trees one dislocated 
shoulder and tom ligaments. 

“This is a pretty rough way to 
earn a living sometimes,” said Darrell 
Land, head of the FWC’s panther field 
research efforts in south Florida. “But it 
has its rewards. There is definitely more 
Florida panthers today than there were 
when we first started this fieldwork back 
in the early '80s. It’s a good feeling to 
know we have helped reverse the decline 
in the cats’ population.” Land said 
researchers now estimate the Florida pan- 
ther population at 60-70 animals. Twenty 
years ago, the estimate was closer to 30. 

FWC scientists use tranquilizer 
guns to immobilize adult panthers so they 
can take tissue samples and fit the ani- 
mals with radio collars that enable 
researchers to track the animals’ move- 
ments and behavior. That’s when most of 
the injuries happen. In fact, the cats some- 
times are injured too. Last November and 
again in April, cats sustained broken legs, 
possibly during capture operations, and 
had to be removed from the wild tem- 
porarily for treatment and rehabilitation. 
The cat that was injured in April is recov- 
ering at Lowry Park Zoo at Tampa, where 
it will remain for two months. Also one 
cat died during the early 80 ’s when a tran- 
quilizer dart stmek an artery and released 
the tranquilizer dmg into the animal’s 
body too rapidly. 

“There were two other cats that 
seemed okay after the capture but turned 
up dead a short time later,” Land said. 

“As unfortunate as that is, it’s not a bad 
record, considering we’ve performed this 
capture procedure 261 times on 104 dif- 
ferent cats. We know there are risks to the 
cats and risks to the researchers, but the 
benefits definitely outweigh the risks.” 

The FWC has developed special 


capture equipment and has a wildlife vet- 
erinarian at all panther captures to keep 
risks to a minimum for the endangered 
species. Currently, Land said, researchers 
are focusing their efforts on taking tissue 
samples from kittens in the dens, while 
the mother cats are away. 

“We can take tissue samples and 
gather genetic information from 2-week- 
old kittens without having to tranquilize 
them or risk injuries,” Land said. “We’ve 
also placed computer chips under the skin 
of 94 kittens. Those chips enable us to 
identify the individual animals when we 
encounter them again later. We know 
where the animal came from, who its par- 
ents were and who its offspring and sib- 
lings are.” Land said that by marking the 
kittens early, scientists decrease the need 
to tranquilize and collar them as adult 
cats. 

During the past few years, scien- 
tists have released eight female Texas 
cougars into the wild in south Florida to 
introduce new genetic material into the 
seriously inbred panther population. Three 
of the cougars are still alive, and one of 
them recently bore a litter of two kittens. 

The Texas cats and their off- 
spring are more energetic during captures. 
Unlike the pure Florida cats, which tend 
to climb a tree and remain in it when pur- 
sued, they tend to climb down one tree 
and up another, and sometimes leap from 
tree to tree during the pursuit. 

“Both of the cats that broke their 
legs were offspring of the Texas cats,” 
Land said. Thirty-six panthers and three 
Texas cougars are wearing functional 
radio collars at the moment. Ten others 
have collars that no longer transmit radio 
signals. This is very exciting news for 
Seminole tribal members. Jo Johns, 
Brighton Youth Coordinator, finds it very 
good news. “This is great news that their 
trying to preserve them and their numbers 
are climbing. Panthers are an important 
part of Florida’s history.” At different 
times you can see the panthers on the Big 
Cypress Reserve, “they are doing their 
best to keep them off the highways”, says 
Johns. 



Tribal and FLARNG representatives surveyed Camp Blanding, the Guard’s principal training 
area, from the seats of a Blackhawk helicopter. Shown (L-R) are: Asst. - Adj. Gen. Jimmy 
Watson, FLARNG; Col. Jeff Heatherington, FLARNQ Operations Manager; Alan Cook, repre- 
senting Alabama-Quassarte Tribe (OK); Treva Johns, FLARNG; Joyce Bear, HPO, Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation (OK); Kirk Perry, Chicksaw Nation (OK); Patricia R. Wickman, HPO, 

Seminole Tribe of Florida; Rena Duncan, HPO, Chicksaw Nation (OK); Owell Sapulpa, repre- 
senting Alabama-Quassarte Tribe (OK); Emmon Spain, Seminole Nation (OK); Keller George, 
President, USET; and Ted Underwood, HPO, Seminole Nation (OK). 


Guard 
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the Seminole Tribe of Florida, said Native 
Americans have been in the area for the 
past 12,000 years, and there is a high 
probability of finding something. 

In the consultations, the tribes 
gave their inputs as to what types of sites 
are important to American Indians and 
how to protect them. With that informa- 
tion, the guard will develop a cultural 
resource management plan and meet with 
the tribes again in September. 

The plan, among other things, 
will outline the procedures for protecting 
a site when one is identified. “They’ve 
got to tell us whether or not they consider 


whatever is found to be important to 
them,” Hetherington said. 

In order to protect cultural sites 
Wickman said it is important for the peo- 
ple in the guard to know what to do and 
who to call when one is identified. She 
also said an officer with the power to stop 
a project needs to be accessible. 

When a site is identified, the 
guard will contact the tribes and tell them 
about the find 

Tribal representatives at the con- 
sultations said the meetings were produc- 
tive, and Wickman said the guard seemed 
genuine in its efforts to work with the 
tribes. 

“The Florida National Guard did 
Florida well,” Wickman said. 
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Ahfachkee Academic Awards 


By Janice Billie 

Big Cypress — Beginning with Pre-k 
through high school, Ahfachkee School recognized 
and awarded students for attendance, punctuality, 
improvement and good grades for the school’s third 
quarter grading period. In a ceremony held on May 8, 
Principal Patrick Gaffney presented the certificates of 
achievement to the following students: 

Pre-K-Perfect Attendance-Symphony 
Osceola, Levi Billie, Savannah Tiger. 
Punctuality-Andre Landin, Levi Billie, Savannah 
Tiger, Symphony Osceola, Christian Alexander, 
Malari Baker. 

Kindergarten-Perfect Attendance-Bradley 
Cypress, Tyler Cypress. Punctuality-Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, Tyler Cypress, Tequesta Tiger, 
Christopher Joe Jr., Joey Simone, Rayel Billie. 

1st Grade-Perfect Attendance-Tucomah 
Robbins. All E’s (Excellent)-Cooper Rivers, Malachi 
Baker, Adrienne Cypress, Stevie Billie, Danni Jae 
Tommie, Monique Jimmie. All E’s and S’s 
(Satisfactory)-Tucomah Robbins, Kane Bettelyoun, 
Jalen Cypress, Anthony Ballentine. 

2nd Grade-Perfect Attendance-Ryan 
Cypress. Punctuality-Ryan Cypress, Daylyn Hall. E 
Honor Roll-Catlen Tommie. E’s and S’s Honor 
Roll-Daylyn Hall, Myra Bettelyoun, Megan 
Bettelyoun, Kaylee Jumper, Darwin Cypress, 

Jonathan Robbins, Ryan Cypress, Dannee Billie, and 
Ashley Escobar. 


3rd Grade-Punctuality- Michael Osceola, 
Alfred Billie. A Honor Roll-Clayton Hall. B Honor 
Roll-Rubi-Anne Alexander. Most Improved-Jon Ross 
Billie. 

4th Grade- Punctuality- Aaron Cypress, 

Cody Billie. A Honor Roll-Alyssa Lauren Bowers. B 
Honor Roll-James Micco Billie II, Cody Billie, Aaron 
Cypress. Improved Math-Ronnie Billie. 

5th Grade-Perfect Attendance-Dawna 
Cypress. Punctuality-Dawna Cypress, Tiffany Billie, 
and Stephanie Hall. A Honor Roll- Stephanie Hall, 
Dawna Cypress, Ryan Cypress. B Honor Roll- 
Katrina Bettelyoun, Alex Cypress, Serena Green, 
Tiffany Billie, Herschel Frank, Kayla Bowers. 

6th Grade-Perfect Attendance-Klaressa 
Osceola. Punctuality-Heather Billie, Benny 
Hernandez, Klaressa Osceola, Sawena Otero, 

Kaylynn Pewo. A Honor Roll-Klaressa Osceola. B 
Honor Roll-Summer Billie. 

7th and 8th Grades-Perfect Attendance-Paige 
Osceola, Jessalyn Balentine, Jodi Simone, Victoria 
Hernandez, Talisha Leach, Meredith Bullard. 
Punctuality-Little Tiger Balentine, Paige Osceola, 
Jessalyn Balentine, Victoria Hernandez, Jodi Simone, 
Meredith Bullard. B Honor Roll-Little Tiger 
Balentine, Paige Osceola. 

High School-Perfect Attendance- Wilson 
Bowers, Lindsey King. Punctuality- Wilson Bowers, 
Lindsey King, Daniel Bullard. B Honor Roll-Daniel 
Bullard Lindsey King. 


Start At the Library And Go Anywhere 


Submitted by Debbie Johns and 
Diane Diaz 

Are you looking for 
something to do this summer? 
Nothing planned? Don’t sit 
around being bored. You can 
start at the Billy Osceola 
Library and go anywhere. 

This summer you can get 
wild with animals traveling 
with us to the chimpanzee 
and orangutan conservation 
area, unravel a mystery, get 
your socks scared off, hear a 
tale, laugh a lot, take flights 
of fantasy, surf the Internet, 
and join a western roundup. 

So let the journey begin, not 
only in Brighton, but also at 
all the Seminole libraries. 

You can also “go 
anywhere” at the Hollywood 
Dorothy Scott Osceola 
Library with paper mache, 


clay, painting, chess, puzzles, 
poetry, newsletters, cartoon art and 
lots of computer lab exploration. 


Story times and reading are anoth- 
er important part of library enjoy- 
ment during those hot, sticky or 
rainy days — sign up for summer 
reading soon. 

The Brighton, 

Immokalee, Tampa and 
Hollywood libraries will be open 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. till 
5 p.m., except in Big Cypress 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5p.m. on 
Friday. Look for our summer 
schedules soon to be posted on 
each reservation for programs 
beginning in June. Please call indi- 
vidual libraries for more informa- 
tion: 

Big Cypress: (863) 983- 
6724, Brighton: (863) 763- 
5520/4236, Tampa: (813) 626- 
5765, Hollywood: (954) 989-6840 
x 1225/1226, Immokalee: (941) 
657-3400. 



Kids And Peer Pressure 


By Michael James 

As a kid are you ever faced with tough deci- 
sions to make... those especially posed to you from 
your friends? Sure, we all are. Do you give in to 
your friends, whether it is right or wrong? As you 
grow older, you will be faced with some very chal- 
lenging decisions. Some of those decisions don’t 
have a clear right or wrong answer; other decisions 
deal with serious dilemmas. For example, should I 
cut class, try cigarettes, do drugs or lie to my parents. 

Making decisions on your own is a hard 
thing to do, but when friends get involved and try to 
pressure you one way or another it gets even harder. 
When friends your own age try and influence how 
you act, this is called peer pressure. Everyone has 
had and will have to deal with this... even adults. 

A peer is a friend or an acquaintance who 
might be the same age as you. You may interact with 
them at school, church, or a community activity. 

They are key in influencing your life, and whether 
you know it or not, their opinion is very important. 
You model your style after a peer, your choice of 
clothing and actions, and it is only human nature to 
listen to them and allow their advice. 

Peers can have a positive influence on you 
...and a negative influence as well. Positive influ- 
ences may come from admiring their athletic ability, 
musical or artistic talents. Negative influences come 
in ways such as your friend trying to get you to cut 
class, maybe have a beer with them, try a new trendy 
drug or even lie to someone in your family. 

Because kids seek their peer’s approval, they 
may give into peer pressure... they want to be liked or 
fit in, they don’t want to be made fun of so they go 
along with the group. The idea that “everyone is 
doing it” is the greatest influence and best reason to 
go along with them. Don’t do it! If you know what 
they are suggesting is wrong or harmful, use your 


better judgement and the common sense God gave 
you. 

Pressure from your friends can be very diffi- 
cult to resist. Studies have shown how peer pressure 
can influence one to change their mind from what he 
or she knows is right or wrong. However, these stud- 
ies have further shown that if someone stands his or 
her ground on what they know is right or wrong, the 
peer backs down. This principle holds true for anyone 
in any age group that is dealing with a peer pressure 
situation. 

Walking away from peer pressure is hard, 
but it can be done. Paying attention to your own feel- 
ings and beliefs about what is right or wrong can 
save you, as well as give you an inner confidence and 
strength that will always help you stand firm. It is a 
great feeling to have friends who share your same 
values and who will back you when you feel uncom- 
fortable about doing something. It is a greater feeling 
when you can also help influence a friend who may 
be easily influenced and find themselves in trouble. 

Choose your friends wisely. Join a friend if 
you see them having difficulty resisting negative 
influences. It is powerful for one kid to join another 
and say simply, “I’m with you, let’s go.” 

If you happen to be faced with peer pressure 
by yourself, there are still things you can do. Stay 
away from the group you see might be doing some- 
thing they shouldn’t be doing. Talk to them one on 
one. Also find someone you can trust. Talk to your 
parents, a teacher, counselor or family member in the 
community. Don’t ever feel guilty about revealing 
something about a friend that may potentially be 
harming them. Your coming forward may actually 
save your friend’s life someday. Sharing your feeling 
also better prepares you the next time you are faced 
with peer pressure. 


Teens. . . Everyone Plays a Role 


By Michael James 

Adolescence can be a confusing time for 
both teens and parents as teens undergo many physi- 
cal and emotional changes. A deep need for love and 
acceptance by parents and peers is typical, but too 
often teens hide such needs in an effort to act grown 
up. Annoying habits such as refusal to wash, poor 
manners, and untidy dress are normal ways in which 
children try to become independent. 

A physical need for extended periods of rest 
is normal. Often parents think sleeping late on week- 
ends and during school breaks is a sign of lazi- 
ness. . .quite the contrary, most young people need 
more rest during this stage than any other stage since 
infancy, and too little rest can result in moodiness. 

Teens desperately need and want limits set 
for them. Their appearance is their problem. Setting 
strict standards is very important, and set them when 
it is very important to you. When a parent hears, “I’m 

the only one who has to ” check out the rules with 

other parents. Pay careful attention to make sure each 
rule is reasonable, clear, and enforceable. Always 
enforce the rule you as a parent has set. If one of 
those characteristics is missing, the potential for con- 
flict increases. 

Communication is the most important thing 
a parent can establish an open line of communi- 

cation. Give your undivided attention when your teen 
wants to talk to you. When there is a need to talk, 
don’t read, watch TV, fall asleep, or attend to other 
tasks. Try to listen calmly, even though there may be 
a difference of opinion. Often young people test their 
ideas in conversation. To communicate, one must be 
willing to listen first and acknowledge their opinions, 
even if it is alarming to the parent. Then give your 


viewpoints as plainly and honestly as you can. 

A parent’s tone of voice in communication is 
very important as well. Developing a courteous tone 
of voice as opposed to gruffness or abruptness can 
prevent hostility. A pleasant tone of voice can pay 
great dividends in improving relationships that may 
be strained or distant. Avoid making judgements. It is 
not necessary for parents to approve all of their teen’s 
behaviors, however it is important-very important-to 
understand the feelings that are involved. 

Keeping an open mind and keeping the door 
open on any subject is equally important. Too often 
teenagers avoid discussing things that they think may 
make their parents or themselves uncomfortable. You 
can lose your teen right there. Belittling, humiliating, 
and laughing at youngsters can cause deep wounds 
and short-circuit or completely eliminate lines of 
communication. 

Treat all children in the family the same. 
Don’t show favoritism. This can and will make a 
child feel rejected, unloved and jealous of his or her 
siblings. Be fair and most of all consistent. Say nice 
things. Often parents focus on the negative or poor 
performance of their children. 

Holding family meetings is important. Give 

the teenagers the feeling they are significant that 

they have a voice when it comes to family affairs or 
decisions. These special gatherings offer children the 
opportunity to participate in the decisions of the fam- 
ily and to work things out together. When teenagers 
become more independent or outspoken, parents may 
feel as if they are losing their child. The need for a 
teenager to have closeness with their friends outside 
of the family is important, it is a normal part of 
healthy development. 



Friends of Library - Billy Osceola Library, Brighton. 


Friends Visits Billy Osceola Library 


BRIGHTON — Friends of the Library paid 
a visit to the children of Brighton on March 30th. 

This was the second year the Friends have shared 
their stories and magic with Brighton. The Friends, 
dressed as clowns, performed magic tricks and 
taught safety tips, such as talking to strangers and fire 


safety. 

What is the Friends of the Library program? 
Friends is a nonprofit organization whose members 
share the belief that residents should support their 
public library system in many different ways. 

The work of Friends is done with the help of many 

dedicated, hard 
working volunteers. 
Friends of the 
Library program 
was founded in 
1971 and has sus- 
tained for 20 years. 
They have not only 
been instrumental in 
raising funds for 
libraries all over the 
state, but have 
enhanced the lives 
of children through 
the many different 
programs they offer. 

Volunteers are the 
driving force behind 
the success of the 
program and anyone 
can become a vol- 
unteer. The current 
membership is 
approximately 265. 



Friends clown entertains preschoolers and staff during visit to Brighton Library. 


Come Out And Support Graduates 


Previous graduates in all their finery are all smiles. 


SEMINOLE COUNTRY — The 

Preschools will be having their yearly gradu- 
ation ceremonies, so please come out and 
support the graduates on your reservations. 
Let us show them how proud we are of them 
for they are our future Tribal leaders! 

Brighton will be on Tuesday, May 
29, at 6:00 p.m. in the Field Office. 

The Big Cypress ceremony will be 
on Friday, June 1, 10:00 a.m. at the Cattle 
and Range office. 

Hollywood festivities will be on 
Thursday, May 31, 6:00 p.m. at the Tribal 
Office auditorium. 

Immokalee is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 31, 6:00 p.m. at Immokalee 
Community Park located on First Street. 

“We’ve been working so hard for 
this day, so please come out and watch 
us” — Graduates. 



Villa 

Continued from page 1 

dental examinations to preclude the possibility of 
infection from that source during her recovery period 
and beyond should she receive a kidney. There was 
also the obligatory tissue typing and psychological 
evaluations... no stone was left unturned. The majority 
of the test was done in Orlando, coupled with the 1 5 
or so hours a week at the dialysis center in 
Okeechobee Josephine had very little time for any- 
thing else. Josephine’s daughter Jolene Burton was 
very supportive and helped her mother throughout 
every step of the process. 

“The test were finished in May and the 
results were sent to TransLife for evaluation by a 
board of physicians,” said Josephine. 

“I was accepted July 1 8th and my name 
went into the computer. I was supposed to get a beep- 
er so the transplant team at Florida Hospital could 
notify me if a kidney became available,” said 
Josephine. 

“I got a kidney before I got 
the beeper,” she added. It was a 
Wednesday morning during her dialy- 
sis session when the call came. 

“At first I was excited and 
then worried because both of my 
daughters were out of town and my 
first impulse was ‘how am I going to 
get there’.” 

Amidst the flurry of unfolding 
events and excitement at the dialysis 
center Josephine considered her 
options and decided to call her son 
Dean Youngblood. Dean would cer- 
tainly be at work she thought but she 
called anyway and by some fluke or 
miracle he answered the phone. 

“He was very excited and 
happy for me,” said Josephine who at 
that time was being disconnected from 
the dialysis equipment with the news 
of her waiting kidney. 

Upon arrival at Florida Hospital 
Josephine was whisked away to a sur- 
gical holding area where one more tis- 
sue type assessment was made. Her 
thoughts raced in anticipation of the 
impending surgery and anxiety 
swelled. Josephine, fearing the worst, 
caught herself secretly hoping the 
organ was not a match at all so she 
could leave, avoid the surgery and 
return to life on the dialysis routine she 
was beginning to grow accustomed to. 

Just as she thought she couldn’t take 


any longer a hospital chaplain stopped by and talked 
with her and did more to calm her than any pre-op 
sedation had done to that point. The next thing she 
recalled was waking up in the surgical intensive care 
unit. 

“I spent 24 hours in there and then I was up 
out of bed. I spent 1 0 more days in a regular room,” 
she said. 

Today Josephine is back home and working 
and enjoying life. Her new kidney is working fine 
and the doctor’s visits are getting further and further 
apart. She has spent her time readjusting to the free- 
dom she has gained since she no longer has to go to 
dialysis. In fact she has gained about 45 days a year 
in saved time. She also says that she has developed a 
profound appreciation for the simple things in life 
and especially her five children and 12 grandchildren. 

She never saw the hospital chaplain again 
but never far from her faith Josephine says a prayer 
every day for the donor and the donors family. 

Josephine Villa lives at Brighton community 
and is a member of the Bird Clan. 


Team Florida Swimming 
Time Trials 

Saturday, June 2, 2001 



Do you want to know if you could qualify for the 
Sunshine State Games and for Team Florida at the 
2002 North American Indigenous Games? 

If you do ... we will be having the 1st qualifying time 
trial at the International Swimming Hall of Fame Pool 
in Ft Lauderdale at 10:00 am on Saturday, June 2. 

There will be 1 time trial per month*. Some events will 
be held at local swimming meets. The team will be 
picked by the end of this year, so if you are interested, 
then please call Kristin to sign up for the 1st swimming 
meet at (954) 989-9457. 

* 2 time trials for the months of June and September 
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Community News 


“Our Moment in Time”: 
Miccosukee Prom Held At Resort 


By Barbara Secody 

MICCOSUKEE RESORT - For the 
students of the Miccosukee school, their prom 
night was hailed as the school’s social event of 
the year. The gala extravaganza was held at 
the exquisite Miccosukee Resort, located west 
of Miami, on the Tamiami Trail at Highway 
27. 

The Miccosukee school, which is 
located within the 
Administrative 
complex on the 
reservation, pro- 
vides education to 
students from pre-K 
through senior high 
school. 

Approximately 100 
students are 
enrolled in the 
school; and most of 
them - as well as 
teachers and faculty 
- all feel this is a 
good thing because 
they are able to 
receive more indi- 
vidualized instruc- 
tion than those in 
the public schools 
of Miami. 

On the 

evening of May 4, 
grades five through 
12 enjoyed prom 
festivities, which 
included a meal fit 
for a king (and one 
that would have fed >> 
an army). A buffet § 
provided chicken “ 
wings, filet mignon, 
baby back ribs, 

Caesar salad, baked 
potato, macaroni 
and cheese, 
lasagna, rolls, nachos and cheese, soda, ice 
cream bars - and Jell-O. (This may be the 
first time in h history that there was not 
always room for Jell-O.) With a spread such 
as that, it was a wonder how students, teach- 
ers, staff and guests were able to enjoy danc- 
ing to the music (provided by a DJ) through- 
out the evening. 

Chairman Billy Cypress was on hand 
to share in the fun with the young students and 
staff - who were all dressed elegantly in either 
traditional designs or formal wear. The Tribal 
photographer was at the disposal of the young 
people who were encouraged to pose with 
their date or friends under the flowered arch. 
Some obliged and some did not. Although the 
younger generation has recently been exposed 


to more social events than in times gone by, 
many are still shy in one way or another. 

Indeed their moment in time has 
come for them - and for them, life is good. 
Everyone enjoyed the evening: fun, food and 
socialization. They also enjoyed all the atten- 
tion they drew from tourists who passed by the 
open door. Tourists were mesmerized by the 
colorful patchwork worn by many of the stu- 
dents, and some of 
the tourists were 
overwhelmed that 
they actually got 
to see and even 
meet some real 
Indians. The kids 
were very patient 
with the visitors, 
who “asked a lot 
of stupid ques- 
tions,” laughed 
one student. The 
tourist wanted to 
know where their 
teepees were 
located and why 
they were not 
wearing their 
“usual buckskins 
dresses.” 

As the 

evening wore on, 
some of the stu- 
dents retired to 
their rooms with 
their family or 
room mates to get 
out of the high 
heels, suit and ties; 
and to just get 
comfortable. 

The Prom 
was a success and 
everyone - includ- 
ing the teachers 
and staff enjoyed 
themselves. It was questionable who had the 
most fun however: the kids or the adults? 

Those not spending the night at the 
resort started on their way home as it started 
getting late. Most of the students were riding 
with someone; and this author did not notice 
any of the students drinking alcohol during the 
evening’s festivities. 

Unfortunately, not all students are 
able to enjoy their proms without the use of 
drugs or alcohol. As a result, each year many 
students - or innocent bystanders - are killed 
by a drunk driver - or someone who is under 
the influence of some mind-altering substance. 
(See I’m only Seventeen on page 3.) 



L-R: Bonnie Williams, Wesley Frank and 
Valerie Frank. 


Seminole Casino News 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO 
AND GAMING — Highway 721, Brighton 
Indian Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, 

Okeechobee, FL. 34974. (800) 360-9875. Closed 
Mondays and when the last player leaves nightly. 

Player’s Club members can still enjoy 
special 50 percent off savings until the end of 
May when they play bingo on Fridays. Payouts 
will still be $150 and $250 per game 
(depending on pack purchased). 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO 
— 5550 N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, 

FL. 33073. (954) 977-6700. Open seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day. 

June 1 7 the casino will honor all 
fathers on their special day. Three lucky winners 
will win Budweiser golf bags, balls, and more. 

“The Fabulons” will be performing top 40 hits 
and Oldies from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. for this special 
event-filled day. 

On June 24, the casino will swing to the 
Latin sound of “Chachet” as they perform salsa, 
meringue and samba plus some top 40 hits. The 
group will appear from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and will 
include a special performance by Shelina. A grand 
prize given will take place on the 24th - a chauf- 
feur driven limousine ride to Meson Madrid in 
Boca Raton and dinner for two. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF 
HOLLYWOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, 

Hollywood, FL. 33021. (954) 961-3220 or 
(800) 323-5452. Open seven days a week, 24 
hours a day. 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDI- 
AN CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, 

FL. 34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. 

Open seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

One lucky bingo player will be off on a seven day 
Caribbean cruise for two plus over $60,000 in cash and 
prizes will be awarded during a special drawing on May 26. 
Win any bingo game and receive a drawing ticket to be eli- 
gible. 

Special bingo on the 26th starts at 5 p.m. with four 
sets of party games with dis- 
count prices for packs and 2- 
for-1 extras (except 
D.I.Y.’s). Later at the 7 p.m. 
session, packs include twen- 
ty regular games paying 
$1,199 each. Bonanza and 
Super Jackpot will be a 
Must Go $5,000 each and 
the Bonanza will come off 
the board. 

Also on May 26, 
the casino is giving away 
cash. Starting at 3 p.m. 
seven $1,000 drawings will 
lead up to a $10,000 draw- 
ing at midnight. Casino and 
poker players have had all 
month to collect their tickets 
to be eligible for the draw- 
ings. 


The month of June will take you back to 
the days of Elvis, Rock ‘n’ Roll, drive-ins, and 
poodle skirts as the casino celebrates the 
Fabulous 50’s. An authentic 50’s style jukebox 
stocked with plenty of Oldies will be given 
away to one lucky Bingo player on June 30. 
Players have all month to collect drawing tickets 
but must be present to win. 

Starting at 11 a.m. on the 30th 
Oldies 95 radio will broadcast live from 
the casino while guests stroll around the 
parking lot, which will be filled with 
beautifully maintained classic cars. 

Inside from 3 - 5 p.m. and again from 8 
- 11 p.m., $1,000 drawings will take 
place every half-hour. At midnight a 1957 
Chevy will go home with one lucky winner. 
Casino and poker players have all month long 
to collect drawing tickets for this fabulous clas- 
sic car. 

JPC members bring your card on Sunday 
June 10 and with bingo admission receipt and 
June’s gamepiece from the newsletter you will 
receive your own pair of Seminole Indian 
Casino logo bobby sox. Some sox have hidden 
stickers worth up to $500 in matinee bingo and 
$1,000 in evening. Sox o ’ Cash is for JPC mem- 
bers only. If you’re not a member, you may sign 
up for free anytime prior to the sessions. 

June 1 7, all gentlemen in attendance will 
receive a complimentary gift in the matinee 
or evening session in honor of Father’s Day. 

Immokalee Casino will host three country 
concerts this summer. Things start off on 
June 9 with The Kinleys and Buckwild. July 
7 Andy Griggs with Jake Murphy will 
appear followed on August 1 1 when Seminole songstress 
Paula Bowers will join Mindy McCready for a special con- 
cert. For information contact Dawn Geis at (800) 218-0007, 
ext. 299. 

Elaine Tomasic was the winner of the Ford 
Mustang in the Spring Fling drawing on April 28. 
Congratulations Ms. Tomasic. 

Remember the casino 
has started new summer shut- 
tle hours for pick-up and 
departure in the Fort Myers 
and Naples areas. Pick up a 
copy of the new schedule at 
the casino or call the Groups 
and Marketing Department to 
have one sent to you. 

SEMINOLE INDI- 
AN CASINO TAMPA - 5223 
North Orient Road, Tampa, FL 
33610. (813) 621-1302. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

Congratulations from 
the casino to Mary Leschom 
who won $112,000 on the Do- 
It-Yourself bingo game May 4. 
— Compiled by Libby Blake 
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Mary Leschorn shows off $112,000 check. 


Dr. Siudmak 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


HAVE YOU BEEN 


INJURED? 



961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony "Timy" Srak-sc 
Irrhal Member f'ltcfihi of in let a 





special needs and concerns. If you oi 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring uIh lawyer is an iinjiorianl decision chat should not be 
baited solely ii pun itdu'rtJjenit'JiU. Before y ou decide, ash us to scud 
ymi free w rillen in Formal inn ahmil mir quaEtfical'tous anrl experience. 
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Health Comer 



Team Seminole - March of Dimes 


Seminoles On The Warpath Againt Birth Defects 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Team Seminole, 93 members 
strong, marched to the beat of their Seminole Drums to 
raise over $7,000 in the fight to save the babies. 

Annually more than 450,000 babies are born 
prematurely or with low birth weight. For the past 62 
years the March of Dimes has saved millions of these 
babies from certain death. 

When you join WalkAmerica you become a 
hero because your efforts will reach programs designed 
to help these infants who need your help the most. 

Molly Jolly was the high dollar earner raising 
$500 in her efforts to support this years March of 
Dimes drive. Employed by the Seminole Tribe at 
Seminole Aviation on the Big Cypress Reservation, 


Spencer Mims finished second overall for Team 
Seminole. 

A “Platinum Sponsor,” the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida also won plaques in three categories for their 
efforts: Chairman’s Club Award for raising over 
$1,000, Team with the most walkers at 93, and Top 
Fund Raising Team, contributing over $7,000 to 
WalkAmerica. 

Seminole Team Co-Captains Wendy Johns, 
Michelle Thomas and Rita Gopher wish to give a spe- 
cial thanks to Chairman James E. Billie for sponsoring 
the walker’s luncheon and to Jack Smith Jr. for his 
sponsorship of the Seminole Team’s “T” Shirts. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is proud to be 
a March of Dimes WalkAmerica sponsor. 


Weigh To Go! Immokalee Loses It! 


By B. Secody 

IMMOKALEE, FL — The folks in 
Immokalee are losing it again. With summer just 
around the comer, many of the Immokalee community 
are again preparing to greet the season with a slimmer 
version of themselves by starting up a new diet con- 
test. They will be dusting off the old bikinis and head- 
ing for the beaches - just in time to beat the heat. 

The initial “weigh in” date was April 17, and 



L-R: Vicky Barrogiannis; Charlie Cypress; Wendy Cypress; Tracy Summeralls; 
Cecelia Salano; Wilma Brown; Ken Dunn; Harley Roberts 


for the 12 weeks following, contestants will try their 
best to win the contest. This year’s prize for the 
biggest “looser” is some great exercise equipment. 

The participants have been seen pedaling, 
walking and mnning around the Immokalee reserva- 


tion in their attempts at achieving their personal weight 
loss goals. Many have also selected a diet program to 
fit their individual programs, and it is reported that 
they are taking this year’s contest seriously. An aero- 
bics program will be forthcoming for those who wish 
to take on a more rigorous exercise program. 

The contest, sponsored by the Health 
Department, is a yearly event, and many residents look 
forward to the yearly challenge. Participants stated it is 

always easier to loose 
weight if you don’t 
have to do it alone. 
When there is some 
competition, you 
seem to strive to work 
harder. Participants 
also say that they try 
to encourage each 
other when they see 
someone starting to 
lose interest or having 
a hard time getting 
started. 

For the 

record, most of those 
dieters who attended a 
recent campaign din- 
ner in Immokalee did 
very well. However, 
there were a few that 
were busted - sneak- 
ing back for seconds - 
(and we won’t men- 
tion any names), but 
the majority hung 
tough and stayed true 
to their commitment 
to themselves to peel off those unwanted pounds. 

Although the twelve weeks may seem to drag 
by, participants are commended for their efforts and 
have been encouraged to stick it out - and do this thing 
for themselves - and no one else. Good luck to all! 


Hope Is On The Horizon For 
‘Dual Diagnosed’ Patients 


By Benny Secody, CAAP II 

Long before society had ever heard of dual 
diagnosis in reference to mental disorders, it was 
affecting a large percentage of mental health patients. 
Professionals are still learning to distinguish the addi- 
tional disorders from familiar addictions such as alco- 
hol and drug abuse. Often, the symptoms overlap; 
making it hard to distinguish where one stops and the 
other begins. 

An individual may be referred to a substance 
abuse facility without being properly assessed for addi- 
tional mental problems. It is usually not until the indi- 
vidual is well into recovery that the second mental 
health problem surfaces. The patient could be doing 
well with abstinence from his addiction, but shows 
signs of paranoia or aggression. While the patient was 
a full-blown drug addict, the behavior was blamed on 
that particular addiction. Health care professionals 
were unable to distinguish between the patients’ behav- 
ior from the addiction -for example- alcohol depend- 
ence (303.90-DSM-III), cocaine dependence (304.20- 
DSM-III), cannabis dependence (304.30-DSM-III) and 
that of schizoaffective disorder (295.70-DSM-III), 
major depression (296.3X/recurring-DSM-III), or even 
a bipolar disorder (296. 5X depressed-DSM-III). 

Today, students of psychology and sociology 
majors have their work cut out for them with the recent 
discovery of the myriad of second or even third disor- 
ders plaguing a patient. Extensive study and education 
has become necessary for those individuals going into 
these fields. A counselor needs to acquire the ability 
to detect symptoms of these second or third disorders 
during the initial assessment. Specific questions may 
be asked to help determine the nature and severity of 
the problem. Knowledge of the DSM IV Manual - 
with emphasis on the Axis I - Clinical disorders/Other 
conditions that may be the focus of clinical attention, 
Axis II - Personality Disorders/Mental retardation, 

Axis III - General Medical Conditions, Axis IV - 
Psychosocial and Environmental Problems and Axis V 
- Global assessment of functioning - is necessary at 
intake to help assess the possibility of a second or third 
disorder prior to creating the initial treatment plan. 

Individuals often try to self-medicate them- 
selves, which could be fatal for the patient. Many psy- 
chotropic drugs - when interacted with the actual 
addiction, i.e. cocaine or heroin, will almost always be 
disastrous for that patient. Treatment for the addiction 


and the second or third diagnosis should always be a 
team effort between the counselor, patient and a 
licensed psychiatrist once pharmacology comes into 
play so that the patient’s medication will work for him 
- not against him. 

Many times counselors - during an intake - 
will defer the diagnosis on Axis II (799.90) - due to 
their lack of credentials to do so. They create their ini- 
tial treatment plan with other staff and the client, to 
include individual counseling, group therapy and activ- 
ities and education on early recovery. They help the 
client to set short term goals for themselves: goals that 
are not too overwhelming for someone new into recov- 
ery. They will help the client to learn discipline and 
abstinence. 

Although society has come a long way in the 
treatment of mental health illness and addictions (dual 
diagnosis), amazing treatments are on the horizon - 
soon to be approved - which will revolutionize mental 
health treatment and recovery from addiction. In a 
recent article in the News Press , the Associated Press 
shared an article regarding the mapping of the human 
genome, which may include new cures for drug addic- 
tions and restoration of mental health. It shows prom- 
ise to someday replace prisons with pills. Dr. Peter 
McGuffm of the Institute of Psychology, Kings 
College in London, England - and other experts are 
touting that finding genes that influence human behav- 
ior may lead to the discovery of drugs that treat or pre- 
vent some of the major problems that confront society. 

“The sequencing of the genome will 
improve our ability to identify the genetic risk factor 
genes for a whole variety of conditions, from addiction 
to criminality to anti-social personality,” said Dr. Eric 
Nestler of the University of Texas, Southwest Medical 
Center in Dallas. “This is going to be an enormous 
advance for this field.” They report that the many 
forms of mental illness are poorly controlled with the 
current medications - many of which have side effects 
that limit their usefulness. The different reactions to 
the drugs could be caused by the differences in genes. 

With all of the exciting new concepts and 
treatments in the works - hope is finally here for all of 
these people who previously did not dare to hope, for 
fear of failure. Possibly today’s young people will see 
the day come when mental health is a thing of the past, 
offering a promising future for everyone. 


Big Cypress Gets Smaller 


Submitted By Health 
Education Program 

A congratulatory lunch- 
eon was held on April 25 to 
acknowledge all who participated 
in the Big Cypress Weight Loss 
contest. The contest was spon- 
sored by Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress, 
the Presidential Fitness Program 
and the Big Cypress Recreation 
and Health Departments. 

This contest, the most 
recent in a series of Weight Loss 
contests, had two categories - 
one for Tribal and community 
members and another for 
employees from the various 
departments on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. Both categories had 
separate subdivisions for men 
and women. The contest included 
56 Tribal/Community Members 


and 37 Tribal Employees. 

The Tribal/Community 
Winner’s Circle included: Men - 
1 st Place - Les Gopher, 2nd 
Place - Joe Grasshopper, 3rd 
Place - Charlie Cypress. Women 
-1st Place - Wendy Cypress, 

2nd Place - Candy Cypress, 3rd 
Place - Tara Robbins. 

The Employee Winner’s 
Circle included: Men - 1ST Place 
- Harley Roberts, 2nd Place - 
Ken Dunn, 3rd Place - Gregory 
Carter. Women - 1 st Place - 
Tracy Summeralls, 2nd Place - 
Cecelia Salono, 3rd Place - 
Wilma Brown. 

Personal Trainer Vicky 
Barrogiannis presented the cash 
prizes to all winners with hearty 
congratulations. A healthful 
lunch featuring slimming colorful 
salads with grilled chicken, fresh 


vegetables and fruit was served 
to all who attended the luncheon. 
The meal was concluded with 
delicious fat-free/sugar-free cake 
prepared by Tracy Summeralls. 
Big Cypress Health Educator, 
Debbie Hamilton, who has lost 
72 pounds since the birth of her 
children in 1990, presented 
health conscious tips designed to 
encourage weight loss or weight 
maintenance to the audience. 

The total weight loss, for this 
contest, amounted to 219 pounds. 

A new contest is under- 
way with the Weigh-Ins held on 
April 30 and May 2 and the final 
Weigh-Out to be on August 1 . 

Congratulations to all of 
the participants of the Big 
Cypress weight loss contest and 
good luck to those in the current 
contest. 


Warning To All Addicts 


By Barbara Secody 

In May of 1999, after moving from 
Arizona back to the State of Florida, I was diag- 
nosed with Hepatitis C. For those who do not know 
about this disease, it is probably the newest and 
most deadly epidemic to affect this country in the 
last 20 years. It is fatal, and as of yet - there is no 
cure. It has infected more than four times as many 
Americans as HIV, and something as simple as 
sharing a toothbrush could put you at risk. Four 
million Americans are thought to be infected with 
Hepatitis C - but most of them don’t even know it 
yet. I would not have known - had I not tried to 
donate blood. 

None of us know when our time to die will 
come, but knowing we are living on borrowed time, 
has a tendency to make us take inventory of our 
lives: our failures and our successes. For me, I am 
able to claim much success -to which I give all 
honor and glory to God. As for the failures, once 
they have been turned over to the Lord, they can 
then be forgotten. 

Since my return to Southwest Florida three 
years ago, I have maintained a “coast-to-coast” 
relationship with many old friends (who stood by 
my through the years I was gone). When I asked 
them about certain people I once knew, I can’t 
believe that the very people who were and are 
aware of what happened to me - the people I used 
to drink and drug with - have so quickly forgotten 
what that stuff can do. 

I have read the Seminole Tribune and there 
have been many stories, which have lamented the 
passing of some young person, either killed in a car 
accident, shot, stabbed or overdosed. 

I wish all the young people - correction - 
all those people who are hopelessly lost in their 


addiction - could somehow realize just how danger- 
ous what they are doing is. This drug is an equal 
opportunity destroyer. You will lose the ability to 
remember that you want to live - and you will no 
longer be able to differentiate between what is and 
is not real. If anyone can honestly say they know 
what they are talking about - first hand - it is I. 
How ironic - that even though I was given an 
extension to my own life, and thought for all the 
past 12 years of sobriety that I had “lucked out” - 
and had been given a second chance - the reality of 
that old cliche comes into play: “Your past always 
comes back to haunt you.” 

You all can never know how hard it has 
been for me to write this: but it will be more than 
worth it if even one person will remember and use 
what happened to me to save yourselves or some- 
one you love. 

The Seminole Tribe will always be in my 
prayers, and I wish good health and continued pros- 
perity to all of you. May God bless you. 

Respectfully, 

Barbara (Doctor/Billie) Secody 


Lecture Open and Free 

Health lecture by ophthalmologist Carla 
Paris Teich, O.D. a geriatric specialist and 
macular degeneration expert. A common eye 
disease affecting older adults. 

To be held on Wednesday, June 27, 
2001, at 2:30 p.m. Call 954-963-0200 to regis- 
ter. At NorthPark, A Classic Residence by 
Hyatt, 24800 North Park Road, Hollywood, 

FL 33021 


8 th ANNUAL SEMINOLE 
WELLNESS CONFERENCE 

MARCO ISLAND HILTON 
JULY 15- 20, 2001 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: IUNE 08, 2001 
Due to the limit of participants, when you register for the 
8 th Annual Seminole Wellness Conference, you must commit 
yourself to participate for the duration of the conference. 

Those who are active in support groups, or have 
participated in treatment centers, or who are pursuing a 
healthier drug and alcohol free lifestyle will have first 
priority if registration exceeds the limit. It is the Conference 
Attendee's responsibility to make the proper arrangements 
with your supervisor concerning your absence from work. A 
letter of notification will be sent to confirm that you are a 
participant in this year's conference. Lack of participation 
will result in a letter to your supervisor. 

FOR AN APPLICATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

Hollywood 

Ralph Billie W: ( 954 ) 962 - 2009 
Brighton 

Michele Thomas W: ( 863 ) 763 - 4128 ext. 128 
Rita Gopher W: (863) 763-4128 ext. 129 

Big Cypress 

Helene Buster W: (863) 983-5151 
Immokalee 

Billie Napper W: (941 ) 657-6567 
Tampa 

Tom Ryan W: ( 813 ) 621 - 2811 
Ft. Pierce 

Sally Tommie W: (954) 967-3700 
Miccosukee 

Andy Buster W: ( 305 ) 223 - 8380 
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Corriente cattle liked what they were fed by Lubbock Feeders. 


Bellamy And Seminole Team Up 


By Tommy Benn 

LUBBOCK, TEXAS — The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and The Bellamy Brothers, Howard 
and David finished their small joint venture with a 
profit coming back to the Tribe. The Bellamy’s has 
purchased a fed lot in the northwestern town of 
Lubbock. And always looking for an investment 
opportunity the Board purchased a small herd of 
Mexican Coriente steers to feed out. 

The 206 Steers were fed 212 days longer 
than we had anticipated but necessary due to the 
uncommonly cold and snowy weather in Texas. We 
didn’t reach our dollar objective but were happy with 
the results and we made money. We got our feet wet 
and understand the operations more now and plan to 
invest with the Bellamy’s again in the near future. 

The Bellamy’s Lubbock Feeders has offered 
to partner with us the Seminole Tribe of Florida on a 
50/50 basis. Matching the Tribes’ dollar for dollar, 
that’s what they’re bringing to the table as an equal 
partner. 


Doug Kaba manager of the Lubbock Feeders 
has offered various programs for consideration. Back 
grounding cattle on grass, feeding various weight cat- 
tle, fitting any specialized needs that may arise. 

The fed lot has a capacity to handle 50,000 
head of feeder cattle having generally favorable feed- 
ing conditions than locations warmer weather and 
less snowfall than further North. 

The feed lot has a railroad spur capable of 
handling 15 railroad cars at a time. Its grain storage 
capacity is scheduled for up to 640,000 bushel of 
corn, and 6 million pounds of roughage fed. 

Lubbock Feeder’s favorable weather, rail- 
road access and foodstuff storage will keep Lubbock 
Feeders competitive with other area feeders vying for 
a higher profit. 

“We got our feet wet, the return was fair, not 
great but fair and with the Bellamy’s as partners 
they’ll be watching closely too. If you have some- 
thing to lose you tend to watch things more attentive- 
ly.” Alex Johns. 


4-H Appreciation Luncheon 



By Janice Billie With a figure of a prize winning hog depicted on it 

Big Cypress — Residents of the Big the plaque is to remind them that their hard work is 

Cypress community and parents of the 4-H Swine appreciated. 

Club members took the time to recog- 
nize Benny and Robyn Hernandez for 
all their hard work, time and effort in 
keeping the program running smoothly. 

It was planned as a surprise and indeed 
turned out to be a surprise for the hon- 
orees. They gathered at the Morgan 
Smith Cattle and Range Building to 
enjoy ribs, steaks and side dishes pro- 
vided by the families of the club mem- 
bers. 

Benny Hernandez is a long 
time tribal employee working in differ- 
ent areas but mostly as caretaker of the 
Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena grounds 
and livestock. He and his wife Robyn, 
an employee at the Ah-tah-thi-ki 
Museum have managed and coordinat- | 
ed the 4-H Swine Club for the past two « 
years. 

Paul Buster was on hand to £ 
provide some mood music and to pres- 
ent Benny and Robyn with a plaque. Benny and Robyn Hernandez proudly display plaques. 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 


SCOTT H. CUPP, P.A. 

663 WEST COWBOY WAY 

675-2888 
675-3044 


P.O. DRAWER 2250 (863) 

LABELLE, FL 33975-2250 FAX (863) 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 



Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 



413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 


Livestock Trade Show And Conference 


By Tommy Benn 

OCALA — The 3 1 st Florida International 
Agriculture Business Trade Show and International 
Livestock Conference was held at the SouthEastem 
Livestock Pavilion in Ocala, Marion County Florida 
May 6th through May 10th 2001. 

This years topic is Livestock in the Tropics, 
right up the ally for the newly acquired Seminole 
Tribe of Florida / H K Cattle operations coming soon 
to Big Cypress Reservation. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida took this opportunity 
to showcase its HK Cattle (Red Brahman Herd) pur- 
chased from Texas. These cattle have been purchased 
to hit the International market who tend to prefer the 
Red Brahman cattle in their breeding programs. 
Favored by many South and Central American 
Countries to up grade their base cow genetics for 
higher quality off springs. Targeting both breeding 
stock and marketable beef. 

Dinah Weil marketing specialist for 
the tribe with the H K program greeted many 
of her old friends from the 1 6 counties repre- 
sented at the annual convention and trade show. 

Ms. Weil is the past secretary for the 
American Brahman Breeders Association, serv- 
ing in this position for over 10 years. Her con- 
tracts with overseas buyers, and knowledge of 
US Custom rules and regulations ins and outs 
are unmeasurable. These factors will and her 
working ability of the cattle industry is a great 
asset to the tribe. As the tribe set forth in this 
venture of marketing H K seed stock animals, 
semen and frozen embryos to foregone trade. H 
K Red Brahman cattle are recognized world 
wide as the leader in the Red Brahman indus- 
try. 

Ms. Weil, along with CO-owner and 
partner with the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Larry Jannsen have sold and shipped H K Red 
Brahman semen, embryos and seed stock to 
over 40 countries in past years and plan to have an 
aggressive campaign to expand the H K customer 
market base Nationally and Internationally. 

Calixto Garcia- Velez tribal advisor to for- 
eign affairs greeted and helped aquatint the market- 
ing of the H K Cattle to many of his old friends and 
acquaintances from the Caribbean, South and Central 
American cattle breeding countries. 

Sem Pro Feed another Seminole Tribe of 
Florida iniquity’s booth was manned by Jimmy Mac 
Daniels. Mac Daniels was making contacts with sev- 
eral Island Nations who must import all their feed 
grains needed for their various livestock ventures. 
The Cayman Island group was also interested in the 
turtle food manufactured by Sem Pro Feeds. The 


Cayman Islanders fed and export staggering number 
of turtles annually from its homeports, as does the 
Seminole Tribe. 

Leroy Baldwin President of the exhibit this 
year was pleased with the turnout, although the num- 
bers of visitor were down from past years. “I believe 
its due to the Hoof and Mouth Disease outbreaks 
many people not wanting to travel”, replied Baldwin. 
“We here in Florida have been taking every precau- 
tion to ensure that an outbreak doesn’t come to 
Florida at the host Hotel and every entrance to any 
building we have placed sterilized foot mats and 
have insisted that they be used. On every ranch and 
farm visited on the tour the participants were as to 
wear rubber booties for safety and their shoe sani- 
tized” Baldwin explained. 

From farm implements to tractors various 
animal breeds both horses and cattle. Truck livestock 


CTTTTTnjIT 

B I El 



Dinah Weil Sen / H-K Cattle with Equadorian Group. 

trailers veterinary supplies insect and pesticides 
spraying machine and foggers if it build or manufac- 
tured for a working ranch it was at Ocala for the 
viewing. 

“The week long meeting and tradeshow 
have had mixed results” explained 
Larry Barthle of Barthle Brothers Ranch, located in 
San Antonio Florida. The 

Barthle Family specializes in Brahman 
Cattle and American Quarter Horses. We tend not to 
have immediate sales from the tradeshow. Our results 
come by referrals than direct sales, but the annual 
event has been profitable for us and has opened new 
area for sale of our cattle and horses. 


Robertson Sells 2001 Calf Crop 



By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON RESERVATION — Natural 
Resource Director of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Don Robertsonsold the entire 2001 calf crop from 
both Big Cypress and Brighton Reservation. As well 
as allthe board cattle projects; Board Cattle #1, the 
Miccosukee Land Lease and Board Cattle #2, the 
Parker Island herds. 


Celeste Billie records information at processing plant. 


Willard Sparks’ Cold Water Cattle Company 
of Germantown, Tennessee 

purchased the entire 2001 calf crop. Sparks and Cold 
Water Cattle Company is one of thenations largest 


commodity grain feeders feeding out record 650,000 
to 700,000 cattle annually. 

The calves sold as usual by weight, frame 
and sex (heifers and steers). Light 400 pounds medi- 
um 500 pounds and heavy 585 pounds with a 10-cent 
slide and a 2% shrink at shipping. The calves are to 
be ready for delivery and shipment the end of July. 

Sparks has purchased cattle from the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida from the Superior 
Video in years past and has seen a steady 
increase in the production and quality of the 
South Florida cattle. Last year, ‘2000, Cold 
Water Cattle negotiated with Don Robertson and 
Brighton Board Rep. Alex Johns to purchase all 
the calves from the Parker Island Land Lease. 
Pleased with the production ratio and the carcass 
yield he offered to buy the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida saleable calves off both Seminole 
Reservations and the Seminole Board’s two cattle 
operations for the 2001 calf crop. 

Johns invited Sparks to come to Florida to 
survey and cruise the cattle before he purchased 
the cattle. Sparks excepted the offer and made his 
way South to inspect the the cow calf herd opera- 
tions. 

“Don and I had made plans to spend a day 
or two with Mr. Sparks, but 
when we met he had only one question” stated 
Alex Johns. “Where do you get your breeding 
bulls?” Johns replied, “from East Texas, Black 
Brangus Bulls from Steiner’s “XS”, Blazack’s 
Mound Creek, Donnie Robertson’s Flying “B” 
and from your own Cold Water operations.” 

All four breeding operations use basically 
the same gene pool. “It’s in the Genes.” The 
c proof is in the pudding and the pudding is called 
| money. With that Sparks concluded that he’d 
| seen what he came to see. He wanted to purchase 
s the entire 2001 Seminole calf crop and again 
H offered to purchase. Robertson and Johns sharp- 
ened their pencils and began to put the numbers 
together, reaching an agreement equitable to both 
sides 

A $30.00 per head front money was agreed 
to, payable when the contracts were sign sealed 
and delivered. The sale will also be free of any video 
sales commissions which is estimated about $8.00 
per head. 



American Indian Outreach 


The Florida Department of 
Transportation - the largest contracting agency 
in state government - runs a Native American 
Outreach Program seeking people interested in 
pursing contracts with the FDOT. 

Don’t be left behind. If you or a family 
member are interested in pursing contracts 
with the FDOT, or have any questions con- 
cerning the Native American Outreach pro- 
gram, please call me, at (954) 370-3900. 
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BIG CYPRESS INDIAN RESERVATION 1 

PRESENTS 

FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 
Saturday, June 23, 2001 • 7:30 pm 

HERMAN E. OSCEOLA GYM 


• TRIPLE MAIN EVENT - 


MUST BE SEEN TO BELIEVE !!! 


GRUDGE MATCH SIS 

Partner vs EX Partner (Loser Must Unmask) 


Exotic Lazz 


Husband vs Ex Wife 
Hardcore Rules 

For Custody Of The Family Dog! 
"Bheanan The Wonder Dog” 


BOBBY ROGERS vs JODI X 


Jodi X, 


Head & Bheanan 


FCW Title Match !!! 


ANTHONY ADONIS 
(Champion) 


CHRIS CHARGER 
(Challenger) 


M.O.D. Abudadein 


ial 


JUMPIN 


ERNATIONAL TELEVISION TAPING !!! 


Visit our website for news, forum, upcoming events & more! 


or More Info Call (86S) 983-96S9 


FREE TO COMMUNITY MEMBERS • ALL OTHERS $8.00 AT THE DOOR 


Substitutions may be made and order of events changed if necessary 


INDIAN PRIDE ON THE LINE 


BLACKHART #1 
Managed by 
"Snakemaster” 
Abudadein 


BLACKHART #2 
Managed by 

Billie Swamp Safari’s own 
Gator John 


The Exotic' 
LAZZ 


SEAN 

ALEXANDER 


Anthony Adonis 


INDIAN STRAP MATCH FOR NATIVE AMERICAN TITLE !!! 

"Unconquered Seminole" JOE GOMEZ (Champion) 

vs 

THE CUBAN ASSASSIN w/ Fantasy 


Joe Gomez 


TITLE vs TITLE It! 

NWA Tag Team Champions "The Heavenly Bodies” 
CLASSY CHRIS & BIG VITO 
Managed by Vicious Vinnie 

vs 

Native American Tag Team Champions "Native Blood" 
NAVAJO WARRIOR & GHOST WALKER 


Blood 


I QUIT MATCH III 

Pride of the Miccosukee Tribe 
CHIEF WHITE EAGLE 

vs 

"Recently seen on Wrestlemania" 
DUKE "The Dumpster" DROESE 
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SPORTS 



Jay Hoffman, Okeechobee charter holder and certified referee, explains VNEA rules to Nicole (back to 
camera), Russell and Juanita Osceola, and Virginia Billie. 


Warm-Up For State Pool 
Tournament Held In Immokalee 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee hosted its 
annual pre-state Valley National Eight Ball 
Association (VNEA) tournament on Saturday May 5 
at the Pool Barn. The event was open to all pool play- 
ers but played under VNEA rules. This was the sec- 
ond year for the tournament, which helps league play- 
ers get ready for the Florida state event held this year 
in Tampa May 10-13. (See Nunez Brothers Place 
Seventh In VNEA in this issue.) 

This year saw nearly double the players com- 
pete in team, scotch doubles, and men’s and women’s 
nine-ball events. Also this year, players had to pay to 
compete. Team entry was $100 with all other events 
$20 each. All entry money went into the prize fund 
with some additional monies added by Big Cypress 
and Immokalee Recreation and Councilman David 
Cypress. 

Play started at noon with the team event and 
continued until 4:30 a.m. Cinco de Mayo celebrations 
at the neighboring ballpark provided players with 
other entertainment as they waited their turn to shoot. 
Also, the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association was in 
town with a full program starting at 5 p.m. next door 
at the Youth Rodeo Arena. 

Immokalee pre-school PAC and 4-H sold 
food at the concession stand until the wee hours rais- 
ing money for their programs and keeping the shoot- 
ers well nourished. 


“Seminoles” and “Boogie Men” were the 
highest placing teams with Tribal citizen players. 
“Seminoles” team consists of Councilman David 
Cypress, Tony Billie, Randy Clay, George 
Grasshopper, Anthony Falcigno, and Andy Tennant. 
“Boogie Men” includes brothers David, Danny 
“Boogie,” and Dallas “Dusty” Nunez along with 
teammates Chris Close and Danny Meara. 

Tribal citizens Virginia Billie and Carlene 
Osceola finished third and fifth, respectively, in the 
women’s nine-ball. 

For The Record: Team: 1st place - Classics, 
2nd place - Dale Breland’s, 3rd place - Outsiders, 4th 
place - Wise Guys, 5th place - Patch Grabbers, 6th 
place - Sharp Shooters, and 7th place (tie) - 
Seminoles and Boogie Men. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - Javier and Beth, 
2nd place - Debbie Alfrey and A1 Koklys, 3rd place - 
John Pent and Elisha Huson, 4th place - Kathy 
Phillips and Rich Shaw, and 5th place - Danny Meara 
and Peggy Nunez (wife of Boogie Nunez). 

Women’s 9-Ball: 1st place - Debbie Alfrey, 
2nd place - Elisha Huson, 3rd place - Virginia Billie, 
4th place - Tara Spiney, and 5th place - Carlene 
Osceola. 

Men’s 9-Ball: 1st place - Rich Shaw, 2nd 
place - Jim Rose, 3rd place - John Pent, 4th place - 
Javier, and 5th place - A1 Koklys. 


Brighton Archery Shoot 


By Janice Billie 

Brighton — In the second round of qualify- 
ing shoots for the Native American Indigenous Games 
2002, Tribal citizens arrived at the Brighton Archery 
Range on the morning of April 28 to take aim at rack- 
ing up points for a spot on Team Florida. 

It was a picture perfect day weatherwise, 
although some might argue that it was a little too 
warm. The Brighton range is quite extensive with 
some twenty targets set in an area covering a large 
part of the hammock located behind the Fred Smith 
Rodeo Arena. 

The competition started at the scheduled time 
of 10 a.m. and finished around 2 p.m. including a 
break for lunch. A tough course of twenty targets for 
two rounds totaling 40 shots was completed by most 
of the entrants. 

Chris Osceola from Hollywood led the pack 
in scoring for this round with 206 points. Coming in a 
close second was Parker Jones with a score 191. 


Sonny Frank of Hollywood who took first place in 
scores at the first round in Big Cypress came in third 
with 183 points. The next two shot only one round 
and placed as follows: Marvin Bowers - 88 points, 
Clinton Holt - 61 points. In the women’s division 
Rose Jones of Brighton scored 153 points. In the 
youth division, Clinton Bowers also of Brighton 
scored 59 points. 

The next scheduled round is to be held at the 
Big Cypress Archery Range on Sat., June 2. This will 
be the third of ten qualifying rounds. Entrants in each 
division must shoot a minimum of eight qualifying 
rounds for your scores to count towards a spot on 
Team Florida. The average score from the best eight 
rounds will be used and the highest average in each 
category will represent Team Florida. So if you’ve 
missed any shoots so far this will be your last chance 
to start for qualification. Hope to see you there. If you 
need any more information please contact Steve 
Young at Hollywood Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 


Nunez Brothers Place Seventh 
At State VNEA Tournament 




By Libby Blake 

TAMPA - The Nunez brothers, 

“Boogie,” “Dusty,” and David, along with 
teammates Chris Close and Danny Meara 
placed seventh in the top division of the 
Florida State Valley National Eight-Ball 
Association (VNEA) tournament held at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Tampa May 10-13. The 
team, appropriately named the “Boogie Men,” 
advanced undefeated to the “Golden Eight” in 
the State division where the top teams compete 
head-to-head for the coveted first place posi- 
tion. 

David Nunez also placed thirteenth, 
out of 364 entries, in the singles competition. 

All men, or women, compete equally regard- 
less of skill level in singles play. Teams are 
ranked by where they finished in their individ- 
ual leagues with the top third placed in the 
“State” division, the middle third in the 
“Expert” division, and the bottom third in 
“Sportsmen.” 

“Seminoles,” captained by Tony Billie 
with Councilman David Cypress, O.B. Osceola, 
George Grasshopper, Randy Clay, Anthony Falcigno, 


Boogie Men advance to the “Golden Eight.” 


Motown BoyzRoy Garza, Isaac Rodriguez, Mario Posada, 
Ralph Sanchez and Rene Barba (kneeling). 

and Andy Tennant, failed to place in the State division 
but put on a fine display of pool skill throughout the 
competition. 

In the Expert division “Motown Boyz” also 
finished in the seventh position. The team is 
captained by Ralph Sanchez with players Roy 
Garza, Mario Posada, Isaac Rodriguez, and 
Rene Barba. Motown Boyz was required to 
move up to Expert after capturing first place in 
last year’s Sportsmen event at the state tourna- 
ment. 

Highest place finishers, of Tribal sponsored 
teams, in Sportsmen division were “Fox and 
Houndz.” This team was captained by David’s 
wife, Anita Nunez with fellow players Tony 
Carter, Sean Tucker, J.W. Davenport, and Dean 
Autrey. Finishing sixteenth were the “Play’AZ” 

« team from Immokalee. Maria Billie, wife of 
g Assistant Recreation Director David Billie, cap- 
>, tained the team that included Roy Cantu, Juan 
j9 Salinas, Marciano Calderon, Mike Alvarado Jr., 
and Libby Blake. 

Congratulations to all players and teams who 
represented the Seminole Tribe at this year’s 
VNEA tournament. 


Big Cypress’s Extreme Boar Hunting 



By Ernie Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS — March 
2,2001 Hunting out on the 70,000 acre 
Big Cypress Reservation, has it many 
advantages. Compared to hunting in 
other areas in the state of Florida. 

Were the lands are pressured by 
hunters and campers year round 
tromping through it’s forest. Keeping 
the wild game in the area tuned into 
the sights and sounds of humans. The 
Big Cypress Reservation, which is 
only accessible by Seminole Tribal 
Citizens only, is one of the still 
unspoiled areas in Florida were wild 
-| animals can still be viewed or hunted 
S without the interruptions, you would 
J 4 find at other hunting destinations in 
2 the state of Florida. The two types of 
species of wild pig found out on the 
Big Cypress Reservation. The Piney 
wood Rooters and RazorBacks pigs, 
which were both, domesticated. Are hunted on this 
abundant hunting game area for its meat and money 
value. Were tribal citizens on the Reservation sell the 
pigs. To a nearby hunting preserve called Safari were 
the members collect cash for different sized pigs. 

The hunting found on the Big Cypress 
Reservation is an experience in a class of all it’s own. 
The Black Boar, which is probably the most notori- 
ous animals, found in this area. Have been tromping 
through these lands since the early days of 1500’s. 
When Spanish explores brought over the pig over for 
food on their journey to the new unexplored territo- 
ries. When released in this fertile land, were lush 
vegetation blankets most of 
the territory. The domesti- 
cated pig flourished in its 
new habitat. Feeding on the 
abundant indigenous fruits 
and roots. Which the native 
animals found in these 
areas have never fed on. 

Giving them an unlimited 
supply of food on which to 
feed on. And destroying 
many potential farming 
lands for farmers. 

Since the early 
days of the Indian Removal 
Act in 1800’s, three hun- 
dred years after the foreign 
pig was introduced to 
Florida. Seminoles were 
taking full advantage of 
this opportunity of food 
and money, while evading 
the capture of US. Troops. 

The wild boar, with its vast 
populations found in the 
everglades. Provided easy food and money for the 
Seminoles during these times. The wild boar, which 
is now usually hunted in the occasional pig hunting 
tournament or for money. Is one of the more exciting 
hunts I think anyone can ever experience. The first 


day out with tribal citizens Naha Jumper and Happy 
Moses Jumper Third. We caught and released two 
Wild Boars and one Sow. With guide Happy Jumper 
saying “That it wasn’t unusual two capture a three 
hundred pound pig like the boar caught that day.” 
Being my second time out on what I will call an 
extreme hunt. I was a little more willing to jump of 
the customized swamp buggy into the hammock. To 
help wrestle a two hundred-pound plus pig with the 
assistance of guide Naha Jumper. And two dogs to 
the ground to be tied, weighed, and photographed 
before being released. 

Tribal Citizen Naha Jumper who has cap- 
tured and released more than 350 pigs on the reserva- 
tion says “The he doesn’t believe in 
shooting the pigs, its to easy. If 
you’re a real hunter and you’re look- 
ing for that intense feeling of hunting 
something. The feeling you’ll get by 
actually capturing a wild boar on 
foot is far surpior to any pig you’ll 
ever shoot.” Although the guides say 
they he has killed some of the pigs 
captured. “It was only because the 
size of cutters that were on the boar.” 
Which are the elongated teeth, which 
extend from the lower jaw, are meas- 
ured for potential trophy boars. 
Wither the pigs are killed or not the 
large population of pigs found on the 
reservation will not be diminished. 
But help keep the population to a 
minium. The pigs, which are foreign 
to the land, destroy croplands and 
uproot indigenous roots. To the point 
of killing them without the chance to 
reproduce. Killing the foreign animal 
or transporting the pig only keeps 
the population of this animal to a 
minimum. Were if the animal was not hunted, it 
could possibly over take an area. Were they having 
no potential predators, which feed on them. Besides 
the Florida Panther which are found in small popula- 
tion in this area. 



Naha Jumper caught a 300 pounder. 


WE’VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Life is too short to sit in the back . . . 

We offer up front seating for 

Concerts u Theatre u 
Sportsu Local & 
Nationwide events 

ULTIMATE TRAVEL & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 


Upcoming Events 

r‘N Sync 

r Madonna 

r Brooks & Dunn 

rRod Stewart 

r Aaron Carter 

r Depeche Mode 

r Poison 

rOzzfest 

rAerosmith 

rDave Mathews Band 

r Journey 

rFlorida Marlins 

Operated by Grand Residents 


ADMIT ONE 
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Bowlers Sammy Gopher, Rosie Billie, Arica and Shane Buck are still awaiting final bowling results. 


Gathering Of Nations 


For The Record: 

DANCE COMPETITION: 

Women’s Fancy: 1st 
place - Bonnie Tomahsah 
(Comanche) Apache, OK; 2nd 
place - Shelly Bointy 
(Dakota/Ottawa) Lawrence, KS; 
3rd place - Crystal Cleveland 
(Ho-Chunk) St. Paul, MN; 4th 
place - Tanksi Clairmont 
(Rosebud Sioux) Denver, CO, 5th 
place - Laverne Scabbyrobe 
(Navajo) Yakima, WA. 

Women’s Jingle: 1st 
place - B .J. Komancheet 
(Seminole) Indianhoma, OK; 2nd 
place - Jennifer Hamilton 
(Arikara-Hidatsa) Tonkawa, OK; 
3rd place - Gladys Two Eagle 
(Rosebud Lakota) Wisconsin 
Dells, WI; 4th place - Yvette 
Ewalk (Nakota) Anadarko, OK; 
5th place - Reva Hayes (Standing 
Rock Hunkpapa) Rapid City, SD. 

Women’s Northern 
Buckskin: 1st place - Jodi 
Gillette (Lakota) Bismark, ND; 
2nd place - Rose Ann Abrahmson 
(Lehmi Shoshone) Ft. Hall, ID; 
3rd place - Dustina Abrahmson 
(Shoshone Bannock) Ft. Hall, ID; 
4th place - Linda Standing 
(Dakota) Saskatoon, Sask., CAN; 
5th place - Joyce Hayes (Sho- 
Ban) Ft. Hall, ID. 

Women’s Southern 
Buckskin: 1st place - Rebecca 
Hamilton (Sac-n-Fox) Pawnee, 
OK; 2nd place - Dannielle 
Primeaux (Otoe) Jones, OK; 3rd 
place - Jacqueline Tsonetokoy 
(Kiowa) Carnegie, OK; 4th place 

- Shayne Hughes (Otoe) Jones, 
OK; 5th place - Delaine 
Snowball (Shawnee) St. Louis, 
MO. 

Women’s Cloth: 1st 

place - Ponka-We Victors 
(Ponca) Wichita, KS; 2nd place - 
Emerald Keen (Omaha) Omaha, 
NE; 3rd place - Yvonne Sadongei 
(Kiowa/Comanche) Shawnee, 

OK; 4th place - Janet Saupitty 
(Comanche) Lawton, OK; 5th 
place - Sandy Tate-Nevaguaya 
(Ponca/Sac-n-Fox) Apache, OK. 

Men’s Southern Fancy: 
1st place - Dwight White Buffalo 
(So. Cheyenne) Sisseton, SD; 2nd 
place - Michael Roberts 
(Choctaw/Chickasaw) Ada, OK; 
3rd place Joe Bointy 
(Kiowa/Comanche/ Arapaho) 
Lawrence, KS; 4th place - Jeffery 
McClellan (Sac-n-Fox) Perkins, 
OK; 5th place - Randy Moore 
(Otoe-Pawnee) Geronimo, OK. 

Men’s Northern Fancy: 
1st place - Poncho Brady 
(Hidatsa/Arikara) Newtown, ND; 
2nd place - Wayne Silas (Oneida) 
Lawrence, KS; 3rd place - Jerry 
Cleveland (Ho-Chunk) Widells, 
WI; 4th place - Larry Yazzie 
(Meskowaki/Navajo) Phoenix, 
AZ; 5th place - Cortney Yarholar 
(Sac-n-Fox/Otoe/Creek) Norman, 
OK. 

Men’s Grass: 1st place 

- Randall Paskemin (Cree) 
Gallivan, Sask., CAN; 2nd place 

- Wesley Windy Boy 
(Assiniboine Cree) Rocky Boy, 
MT; 3rd place - Julius Not Afraid 
(Crow/Lakota) Allen, SD; 4th 
place - Lakota Clairmont 
(Rosebud Lakota) Lakewood, 

CO; 5th place - Wanbli Charging 
Eagle (Lakota Sioux) Eagle 
Butte, SD. 

Men’s Northern 
Traditional: 1 st place - Brando 
Jack (Dine) White Cone, AZ; 2nd 
place - Nathan Largo (Dine) 
Brimhal, NM; 3rd place - Charles 
Hindsley (Ho-Chunk) Shiprock, 
NM; 4th place - Terry Thumb 
Fiddler (Lakota) Rapid City, SD; 
5th place - Osceola Red Shirt 
(Oglala) Greensboro, NC. 

Men’s Southern 
Straight: 1st place - Shude 
Victors (Ponca) Wichita, KS; 2nd 
place - Ralph Haymond (Pawnee) 
Pawnee, OK; 3rd place - Ronnie 
Goodeagle (Sac-n-Fox) 

Flandreau, SD; 4th place - 
Wahkeen Hamilton (Pawnee) 
Tonkawa, OK; 5th place - Terry 
Tsotigh (Kiowa) Del City, OK. 

Golden Age Women 
Northern: 1st place - Pearl 
Sammarlye (Colville 
Confederated Tribes) Ft. Duches, 
UT; 2nd place - Sylvestine 
Shields (Pawnee/Otoe) Shawnee, 
OK; 3rd place - Edith Yazzie 
(Dine) Chinle, AZ; 4th place - 
Patricia Logan (Ho-Chunk) 
Milwaukee, WI. 

Golden Age Women 
Southern: 1st place - Linda 
Tsonetokoy (Kiowa) Carnegie, 


OK; 2nd place - Dolores 
Goodeagle (Osage/Sac-n-Fox) 
Anadarko, OK; 3rd place - 
Charlene Cozad 
(Osage/Potowatomi) Hominy, 

OK; 4th place - Mabel Cozad 
(Kiowa) Anadarko, OK. 

Golden Age Men 
Northern: 1st place - Herman 
Logan (Winnebago) Milwaukee, 
WI; 2nd place - Lorren 
Sammarypo (Northern Pauite) Ft. 
Duches, UT; 3rd place - Norman 
Largo (Dine) Brimhall, NM; 4th 
place - Wayne Crowfeather 
(Hunkpapa Lakota) McLaughlin, 
SD. 

Golden Age Men 
Southern: 1st place - Lewis 
Cozad (Kiowa) Anadarko, OK; 
2nd place - Darrell Moore 
(Pawnee/Otoe) Glenn Heights, 

TX; 3rd place - TC 

Ahkeasko (Kiowa) 
Vander Wagen, NM; 4th place - 
George Howell 

(Pawnee/Cheyenne) Euless, TX. 

Women’s Elders (70 +): 
1 st place - Dawn Littlesky 
(Lakota) Kyle, SD; 2nd place - 
Auralia Stacona (Warm Springs) 
Warm Springs, OK; 3rd place - 
Myra Burgess (Comanche) 
Apache, OK; 4th place - Grace 
Tsonetokoy (Kiowa) Carnegie, 
OK. 

Men’s Elders (70 +): 1st 

place - Floyd Moses (Pawnee) 
Anadarko, OK; 2nd place - John 
Whiteshirt (Arapaho) Pawnee, 

OK; 3rd place - Henry Tomahsah 
(Comanche) Apache, OK; 4th 
place - Theodore Evans (Dine) 
Chinle, AZ. 

Tiny Tots - Girls: 1st 
place - Symone Paskemin (Cree) 
Gallivan, Sask., CAN; 2nd place 

- Jensen Peone 

(Spokane/Colville) Ford, WA; 3rd 
place - Camille Summer Johnson 
(Alabama-Coushatia) Livingston, 
TX; 4th place - Ariann Sheka 
(Cheyenne) Ft. Defiance, AZ. 

Tiny Tots - Boys: 1st 
place - Christopher Morphen 
(Navajo/Ute) Albuquerque, NM; 
2nd place - Hiram Gleason 
(Navajo) Newcomb, NM; 3rd 
place - Ben Conny Weedy 
(Comanche) Norman, OK; 4th 
place - Arthur Schrock 
(Kiowa/Pueblo) Albuquerque, 
NM. 

Jr. Girls Fancy: 1st 

place - Toni Dee (Dine) 
Montezuma Creek, UT; 2nd place 

- Desiree Redhouse (Navajo) 
Mesa, AZ; 3rd place - Nikollane 
Kanuho (Dine) Tuba City, AZ; 

4th place - Wynema Redbird 
(Navajo) Chinle, AZ; 5th place - 
Tessa Sunkey (Dine/ Apache) La 
Plata, NM. 

Jr. Girls Jingle: 1st 
place - Shayleen Primeaux 
(Dine/Lakota/Sioux) Bloomfield, 
NM; 2nd place - Yoklot 
Cornelius (Oneida) Oneida, WI; 
3rd place - Lovelle Pachoa 
(Dine/ Apache/Sioux/Pueblo) 
Sacramento, CA; 4th place - 
Jolynn Thompson (Navajo) 

Chinle, AZ; 5th place - Alyssa 
Woody (Dine) Bloomfield, NM. 

Jr. Girls Traditional: 

1st place - Cheyenne Gwin (Sac- 
n-Fox) Pawnee, OK; 2nd place - 
Charish Toehay (Kiowa/Osage) 
Anadarko, OK; 3rd place - 
Raetawa Yazzie (Dine) Flagstaff, 
AZ; 4th place - Utania Nelson 
(Navajo) Window Rock, AZ; 5th 
place - J’shen Tsosie (Dine) 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Jr. Boys Fancy Grass: 
1st place - Rylon Gwin (Sac-n- 
Fox) Pawnee, OK; 2nd place - 
Jonnie Johnson (Navajo) 

Kirtland, NM; 3rd place - 
Graham Primeaux (Otoe Ponca) 
Shawnee, OK; 4th place - Elden 
Owens (Dine) Gallup, NM; 5th 
place - Corey Etsitty (Dine) 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Jr. Boys Traditional: 1st 
place - Kiowa Cozad 
(Kiowa/Osage) Hominy, OK; 2nd 
place - Alister Misha (Dine) 
Window Rock, AZ; 3rd place - 
Weston Tso (Navajo) Chinle, AZ; 
4th place - Ryan Cody Nelson 
(Navajo) Window Rock, AZ; 5th 
place - Roderick Slim (Dine) 
Bluff, UT. 

Teen Girl’s Fancy: 1st 

place - Shamaray Yazzie (Dine) 
Flagstaff, AZ; 2nd place - 
Urseloria Kanuho (Dine) Tuba 
City, AZ; 3rd place - Jolynn 
Begay (Navajo/Hopi) Salt Lake 
City, UT; 4th place - Jodi King 
(Oneida/Ho-Chunk) Oneida, WI; 
5th place - Patricia John (Navajo) 
Rock Point, AZ. 


Teen Girl’s Jingle: 1st 

place - Challis Beetso (Navajo) 
Sanders, AZ; 2nd place - Tahnee 
Williams (Apache/Navajo) 

Tempe, AZ; 3rd place - Kendra 
Redhouse (Navajo/Hopi) Mesa, 
AZ; 4th place - Shalene Nelson 
(Navajo) Window Rock, AZ; 5th 
place - Meredith Hedgepeth 
(Cherokee) Hollister, NC. 

Teen Girl’s Traditional: 
1 st place - DaLynn Alley 
(Otoe/Seminole) St. Louis, MO; 
2nd place - Deana Deer 
(Kiowa/Ponca) Wichita, KS; 3rd 
place - Michelle Flyingman 
(Cheyenne/Kiowa) Albuquerque, 
NM; 4th place - Celia Redbird 
(Cheyenne) Pasedena, CA; 5th 
place - Summer Baldwin (Lemhi 
Shoshone) Ft. Hall, ID. 

Teen Boy’s Fancy: 1st 
place - LyDall Yazzie (Dine) 
Flagstaff, AZ; 2nd place - Tyson 
Draper (Navajo) Kirtland, NM; 
3rd place - Danell Hill (Oneida) 
Milwaukee, WI; 4th place - 
Isaiah Bob (Navajo) Yatahey, 

NM; 5th place - Corey Reeder 
(Kiowa/Dine) Dulce, NM. 

Teen Boy’s Grass: 1st 
place - Keeno Gallegos 
(Comanche) Denver, CO; 2nd 
place - Lee Jack (Dine) Indian 
Wells, AZ; 3rd place - Ryan 
Standing (Dakota) Edmonton, 
CAN; 4th place - Ron Lodgepole 
(Cree) Rocky Boy, MT. 

Teen Boy’s Northern 
Traditional: 1st place - Troy 
Becenti (Dine) Farmington, NM; 
2nd place - Lyle Nelson (Navajo) 
Window Rock, AZ; 3rd place - 
Kyle Etsitty (Dine) Phoenix, AZ; 
4th place - Wayne Holliday 
(Dine) Salt Lake City, UT; 5th 
place - Tyvin Hoskie (Navajo) 
Window Rock, AZ. 

Teen Boy’s Southern 
Straight: 1st place - A.J. Leading 
Fox (Pawnee/Otoe) Pawnee, OK; 
2nd place - Ron Goodeagle 
(Osage/Comanche/Sac-n-Fox) 
Flandreau, SD; 3rd place - 
Nashaba Simmons 
(Choctaw/Kickapoo) Little Axe, 
OK; 4th place - Hyde Toppah 
(Kiowa) Weatherford, OK; 5th 
place - Bubba Komahcheex 
(Seminole) Indianhoma, OK. 

DRUMS: 

Northern Drum 
Contest: 1st place - Bear Creek: 
Lead Singer - Kevin Syrette: 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, CAN; 
2nd place - White Fish Juniors: 
Lead Singer - Harvey Dreaver: 
Victoria, Sask., CAN; 3rd place - 
Meskwaki Nation: Lead Singer - 
Lydell Bear: Tama, IA; 4th place 
- Walking Buffalo: Lead Singer - 
Clayton Kernotch: Debden, Sask., 
CAN; 5th place - Tha Tribe: 

Lead Singer - Wayne Silas Jr.: 
Lawrence, KS. 

Southern Drum 
Contest: 1st place -Bad 
Medicine: Lead Singer - Joe Fish 
Dupoint: Carnegie, OK; 2nd 
place - White Tail Singers: Lead 
Singer - Tim Grant: Macy, NE; 
3rd place - Young Bird: Lead 
Singer - Curtis Hamilton: 

Pawnee, OK; 4th place - Cozad: 
Lead Singer - Larry Cozad: 
Hominy, OK; 5th place - 
Southern Thunder: Lead Singer - 
Kyle Tippas: Stillwater, OK. 

Southern Women’s 
Back Up Singers: Bad Medicine, 
Carnegie, OK. 

MISS INDIAN 
WORLD CONTEST: 

Best Interview: Ke 
Aloha Alo (White Mountain 
Apache/Hawaiian/Samoan) White 
Mountain, AZ and N. Shore of 
Hawaii. 

Public Speaking: Ke 

Aloha Alo. 

Best Talent: Raynel 

Olney 

(Yakima/Shoshone/Bannock) 
Yakima, WA. 

Dance Contest: Trina 
McGahey (Ojibwe/Delaware) 
Chippewa of the Thames First 
Nation, Ontario, CAN. 

Miss Congeniality: 
Marion James (Lumbee) North 
Carolina. 

Second Runner-Up: 

Genevieve Markussen 
(Yurok/Karuk/Yacqui) Shasta 
Lake, CA. 

First Runner-Up: 

Jessica Black 
(Gwich’ in/ Athabascan) 

Fairbanks, AK. 

MISS INDIAN 

WORLD 2001 - Ke Aloha Alo. 


Howard Tiger Fishing Tournament 


By Ernie Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS- The 1 st Annual Howard 
Tiger Memorial Tournament, which took place May 4 
- 5 was one of the tougher fishing tournaments that 
had taken place out on the Big Cypress Reservation 
this year. The L-28 Interceptor, which runs north and 
south past Alligator Alley where this years tourna- 
ment took place, has lost considerable amounts of 
water due to the drought which has plagued South 
Florida this year. The lower water levels caused the 
largemouth bass, usually plentiful in the canal, to 
move to deeper water depths where they were stacked 
in tight schools. This made the bass even harder for 
the anglers to locate in the already muddy waters. 

Despite these conditions the tournament did 
not go without good fish being caught. Big Cypress 
anglers Jerome Jumper and Fred Haberman took an 
early lead during the first day weighing in their bag 
limit (per day) of five bass at 1 3 pounds 2 
ounces. They were followed closely by Frank 
and Abe with 12 pounds 6 ounces, whose 5 
pounds 2 ounces bass took Biggest Fish hon- 
ors. 

Strategy helped the Mike Tiger and 
Moses Jumper team, who dropped anchor with 
10 pounds 13 ounces for the day. “We found 
fish and just stayed on them all day,” said the 
teammates. 

The second day of fishing brought 
new weather and hope for anglers who did not 
fair well on the first day of fishing. A light 
breeze out of the west moved heavy cloud 
cover east of the tournament giving anglers the 
chance to sight cast on fish that were still bed- 
ding. Some anglers took advantage of the 
morning feeding, which was not available the 
first day during the tournament, bringing in 
some of the bigger fish caught during the tour- 
nament. 

One of those teams who was able to 
find the fish needed to position during the last 
day of the tournament was Tom Koenes and 
Fred Phillips. They weighed in their final five 
fish of the tournament at a total of 22 pounds 

1 3 ounces bringing them all the way from 
eighth to third place. 

Jerome Jumper and Fred Haberman, 
who had an early lead in the tournament, fell 
from first to fourth place after day two weigh- 
in - even though they took Second Biggest 
Fish honors with a 4 pounds 11 ounces catch. 

The team’s lack of success allowed Frank and 
Abe and Mike and Moses to tie for first place 
when they brought in a remarkable 27 pounds. 

Other fishermen, who faired well dur- 
ing this tough tournament, included Team 
Steve Young and Bo Young. They stayed consis- 
tent during the tournament, moving from sixth to 
fifth place, with a total weigh of 15 pounds 1 1 
ounces. 

In addition to cash prizes awarded at 
the tournament all anglers had a chance to 
receive gifts at a raffle. Assorted gifts were 
awarded during lunch, which was provided by 
Hollywood Recreation. 

For the Record: 1 place (tie) - Mike 
Tiger and Moses Jumper/Frank and Abe with a 
total 27 pounds, 3 rd place - Tom Koenes and 
Fred Phillips 22 pounds 13 ounces, 4 th place - 
Jerome Jumper and Fred Haberman 21 pounds 

14 ounces, 5™ place - Steve and Bo Young 15 
pounds 1 1 ounces, 6™ place - Charlie Cypress 


and Noah Jim 14 pounds 13 ounces, 7^ place - Ernie 
and Clyde Tiger 14 pounds, 8™ place - Sonny and 
Bronson 1 3 pounds 2 ounces, 9™ place - Danny 
Rodriguez and Jason Grasshopper 12 pounds 2 
ounces, HU 1 place - Hank Nelson and Chris Osceola 
12 pounds, 1 1** 1 place - Milo Osceola and Allen 
Ulrici 11 pounds and 2 ounces, 12 th place - Miguel 
and Greg 9 pounds 9 ounces, 13 th place - Jason 
DiCarlo and John 3pounds 12 ounces, 14^ place - 
Howard Tommie and Tommie Billie 3 pounds, 15 th 
place - Philemon Bowers and Remus Griffin 2 
pounds 9 ounces. 

Thanks to the generous sponsors of the 1 st 
Annual Howard Tiger Memorial Tournament: 

Big Cypress Recreation, Councilman David Cypress, 
Immokalee Council Representative Elaine Aguilar, 
Immokalee Recreation, and Hollywood Recreation. 


Cinco de Mayo At 
Immokalee Rodeo Arena 

For The Record: 

Sanctioned events: Bareback Riding: 1st place - 
Koty Brugh 10 pts. with a 74, 2nd place - Adam Turtle 9 
pts. (62). Steer Wrestling: 1st place - Robbie Chalfant 10 
pts. (time 5.19 sec.), 2nd place - Naha Jumper 9 pts. 

(5.61), 3rd place - Dean Conrad 8 pts. (7.33). 

Saddle Bronc: Ground $ - Koty Brugh and 
Michael Henry. Calf Roping: 1st place - Josh Jumper 10 
pts. (20.85), 2nd place - Billy Joe Johns 9 pts. (29.38), 3rd 
place - Alphonso Tigertail 8 pts. (29.74). 

Breakaway Roping: 1st place - Clarissa Bowers 
10 pts. (6.06), 2nd place - Shelby Osceola 9 pts. (16.8). 
Breakaway Roping (50 and over): 1st place - Billy Joe 
Johns 10 pts. (6.45), 2nd place - Earl Kirkland9 pts. 
( 11 . 88 ). 

Team Roping: 1st place - Marvin Bowers/ Amos 
Tiger 10 pts. (9.32), 2nd place - Marty Johns/Adale 
Driggers 9 pts. (17.27). Ground $ - Jeff Johns/Todd Johns, 
Rodney Osceola/Reno Osceola, Michael Henry/Robert 
Youngblood, Paul Bowers, SR/Rudy Osceola, Alphonso 
Tigertail/Josh Jumper, Billy Joe Johns/Robbie Chalfant, 
Jason Grasshopper/Naha Jumper, Moses Jumper Jr./Happy 
Jumper. 

Barrel Racing: 1st place - Ayze Henry 10 pts. 
(17.271), 2nd place - Holly Johns 9 pts. (17.313), 3rd 
place - Shelby Osceola 8 pts. (17.329). Novice Barrels: 

1st place - Jade Braswell 10 pts. (17.287), 2nd place - 
Reba Osceola 9 pts. (18.471). 

Bull Riding: 1st place - Koty Brugh 10 pts. (73), 
2nd place - Doug Fish 9 pts. (72). All around cowboy: 
Koty Brugh - 20 pts. 


For The Record 

I would like to apologize from myself Sonny and 
Carlene to all the fisherman who participated in the First 
Annual Howard Tiger Memorial Fishing Tournament for 
the misunderstanding within our family. 

I would also like for you to know that we did not 
keep any of the prize money (Receipt # 3284717 dated 
5/8/01) as recorded by the Accounting Department. 

Please do not let this keep you from entering the 
next tournament and please accept our apologies and thank 
you for participating. 

— Ruscilla , Sonny & Carlene Tiger 


17th Annual Herman Osceola 
Basketball Tournament 




First place winning team “Big Cypress Warriors.' 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The 

17th Annual Herman Osceola 
Basketball Tournament was held 
on May 4 and 5. It turned out to 
be thirty hours of superb basket- 
ball, displaying some of the best 
teams and talent in Seminole and 
Miccosukee country. 

This annual tournament 
is dedicated to the memory of 
Tribal member and Big Cypress 
resident, Herman Osceola, son of 
Ruby and the late Roy Nash 
Osceola. Herman graduated from 
Clewiston High School and went 
on to join the United States 
Marines in 1980. He was killed in 
a helicopter accident in South 
Korea in 1984. It was to honor 
and remember a young man who 
believed in doing the right thing 
that this tournament was started 
seventeen years ago. 

It has become one of the 
more popular tournaments of the 
Seminole and Miccosukee basket- 
ball tournament circuit. A total of 
nineteen teams signed up for this 
years competition with four teams 
being turned away due to the time element, making it 
the largest in this tournament’s history. 

Beginning on Friday evening at 6 p.m., the 
final game ended after 5 a.m. on Sunday. Double 
elimination made it possible for any team to get that 
second chance to vie for the championship and for 
any spectator to enjoy what turned out to be not only 
exemplary athletic competition but also great enter- 
tainment. 

In the women’s division, it came down to 
Saige & Eve’s (Trail) against the Lady Seminoles of 
Hollywood hustling it out for the championship. Both 
teams made excellent showings in the earlier hours 
but considering the 3:20 a.m. start for this game it 
was obvious sleep deprivation was a factor. Lady 
Seminoles made a good start but Saige & Eve’s 
apparently got a second wind because they could do 
no wrong in this final match, winning the champi- 
onship, 45-28. Team members were Nora Billie, 
Caryn Billie, Elizabeth Huggins, Jacquelin Osceola, 
Brina Cypress, Stephanie Huggins, and Sheila Tiger. 


Women’s winning team “Saige and Eve.” 


Caryn Billie was named Most Valuable Player. 

The championship game in the men’s divi- 
sion was battled out by Trail (I) and Big Cypress 
Warriors. The Warriors came in the finals undefeated 
beating this Trail team very early in the tournament 
and setting up the potential of Trail having to beat the 
Warriors twice if necessary. It did come down to them 
playing two for the championship thanks to a lethal 
jump shot that Amos Huggins of Trail utilized 
throughout the first game. If he missed any of these 
jump shots it’s hard to remember. The Warriors held it 
down for awhile with some excellent rebounding by 
Duane Tigertail and stolen ball plays by Marl 
Osceola. It was close all the way down to the last sec- 
onds when Trail scored for a 50 - 49 win. 

In the second game, it was another case of 
sleep deprivation and fatigue setting in and the other 
team seemingly gaining a second wind. Warriors 
dominated the second game with a twelve point lead 
by the half. A clear sign of fatigue on Trail’s side was 
two missed free throws by Huggins. Taking an early 
lead and keeping it, Big Cypress Warriors became the 
2001 Herman Osceola Tournament Champions with a 
final score of 44 - 26. Team members were Arnold 
Cypress, Frank Wells, Duane Tigertail, Bronson Hill, 
Marl Osceola, Remus Griffin and Charlie Frye. The 
Most Valuable Player trophy went to Remus Griffin 
of Ft. Pierce. 

First place finishers received jackets and the 
championship team trophy, a beautiful brass eagle. 
Second place winners received sweatshirts and a team 
trophy, a glass eagle. By all standards the 2001 
w Herman Osceola Basketball Tournament was a grand 
= success in many ways especially for promoting and 
« supporting our people in athletics, sportsmanship and 
| dedication. The Big Cypress Recreation staff led by 
^ Jack Gorton did a great job keeping the schedule run- 
ning smoothly, cleaning the courts, manning the score 
tables and staying awake. 
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Rodeo Pros And Woes 



Calgary Johns making her very first turn. 


By B. Secody 
PROS: 

DAVIE, FL — The Davie Five Star Rodeo 
is considered one of the premier professional rodeo 
companies in the industry; and is a big deal for pro- 
fessional cowboys and cowgirls. To be invited to ride 
in this prestigious event was quite an honor for some 
of the young junior bull riders of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. 


On April 28, seven (7) of Seminole’s finest 
young bull riders donned their chaps and spurs and 
headed to the Bergeron Rodeo Arena in David, to 
compete in the Junior Bull Riding event. Bull riding 
is considered “the most dangerous eight seconds in 
professional sports, and for the brave riders who take 
on this challenge, those eight seconds is a rush of 
pure adrenaline. 

Those who participated in competition were 
all from the Hollywood reservation. The seven riders 
did a great job, and two riders - Thomas Jasper and 
Stephen Billie both scored 48 points - tying for first 
place. Nick Jumper pulled a 42 with Doul Gore on 
his heels with 35. Brandtly Osceola, Huston Osceola 
and Jack Turtle followed in the scoring respectively. 
They all deserve a big pat on the back for their 
efforts. 

Junior bull riding was the only event the 
Seminole cowboys participated in, and that event was 
first on the list. Steve Osceola and David DeHass 
were - as usual - among the crowd cheering on these 
young bull riders, along with parents and friends who 
also showed their support and encouragement. 

WOES: 

IMMOKALEE — Appropriately named 
Cinco de Mayo (May 5) was a day for celebration of 
freedom and sovereignty for the Spanish people 
throughout the world - with the small Florida com- 
munity of Immokalee being no exception. With 
Immokalee’s population being comprised of nearly 75 


percent Spanish descent, it would be safe to say that 
nearly the entire town came out to the “Seminole 
Wind Youth Ranch” to participate in the annual Cinco 
de Mayo events being held there. Although many 
though it was a Police convention, actually, 
Seminole’s finest was there - in full force - basically 
4 on call’ to handle any situation which might arise. 
They were among the thousands of folks who 
enjoyed the host of activities provided throughout the 
day. The weather could not have 
been better, and many enjoyed 
basking in the sunshine while 
others preferred to keep cool and 
check out the events from under 
the big chickee near the 
Seminole food stand. 

While a pool tournament was 
going on indoors, outside was a 
celebration of music, festivities, 
fun, games and foods from the 
various cultures represented at 
the festival. The main attraction 
of the day, however, was the 
Cinco de Mayo rodeo - hosted 
by the Immokalee Seminole 
Community. 

Scheduled to begin at 5 p.m., 
events were held up for half an 
hour - in hopes that David 
DeHass and the Hollywood par- 
ticipants would soon arrive. This 
was not to happen. To the disap- 
$ pointment of everyone, DeHass’ 
truck broke down enroute, and as 
pa usual, he had everyone - as well 
as everyone’s horses - with 
them. Rodeo officials started the 
events upon hearing that 
those Hollywood cowboys 
and cowgirls would be a no show. 

A magnificent presentation by the 
lovely young cowgirls, followed by Emma 
Johns of the Brighton Reservation - who car- 
ried the American flag through the Star 
Spangled Banner, made way for the Grand 
Entry. It was an impressive demonstration that 
left an emotional lump in the throats of most 
all spectators that afternoon. It made people 
feel as proud to be an American, as did the 
Cinco de Mayo event makes the Spanish peo- 
ple about their own culture. 

The first event on the program was 
the bareback riding. South Dakota cowboy 
Koty Brugh took first place and racking up 10 
points - scoring an impressive 74 for his near- 
perfect ride. Adam Turtle took second place 
with nine points - and a score of 62. 

Steer wrestling was next up with a 
long list of contenders vying for a top spot. 

Robbie Chalfant received first place and 10 
points with a score of 5.19 followed by Big 
Cypress cowboy, Naha Jumper, who received 
nine points for his 5.61 second take down. 

Dean Conrad placed third with eight points 
and a 7.33 score. 

The Saddle Bronc riders were few 
and far between; and again, Koty Brugh 
picked up his check for first place, with 
Michael Henry taking second. 

The calf-roping event left Josh 


Jumper, number two 
son of Moses Jumper 
Jr., in the number one 
slot for money - win- 
ning 10 points for his 
20.85 time. “Old 
timer” Billy Joe Johns 
showed he still has 
what it takes as he and 
Alphonso Tigertail bat- 
tled for second place - 
Johns taking it by a 
mere .44 of a second. 

The cowgirls 
took first and second 
place honors in the 
Breakaway Roping cat- 
egory as Clarissa 
Bowers of Brighton 
received her 1 0 points 
for first place with a 
6.06 score - actually 
beating out the winner 
of the 50 and over cate- 
gory, Billy Joe Johns, 
who scored 6.45. 

Shelby Osceola of 
Hollywood came in second with nine points and a 
score of 16.8. Second place in the over 50 break- 
away event was Earl Kirkland, who picked up nine 
points with his 11.88 score. 

Team roping drew 1 0 teams in competition. 
Even those favored to win came upon hard luck that 
day. Even those “seasoned” cowboys like Moses 
Jumper Jr., Paul Bowers, Billy Joe Johns and Robert 
Youngblood - all who have been around since dirt - 
had a bad day. The team of Marvin Bowers and Amos 


Tiger snapped up a first place check and 10 points 
with their impressive 9.32 performance. Marty Johns 
and Adale Driggers eventually finished in second 
place turning a time of 17.27 - and each receiving 
their nine points and second place money. 

Barrel Racing scores were close; and with- 
out the latest in time technology, the first place hon- 
ors would have been shared by Ayze Henry (who 
actually took first place) - with her score of 17.271; 
Holly Johns - 17.313; and Shelby Osceola - 17.329 
points. Hundredths of seconds don’t seem like much 
to your average “Joe”, but for these 
hard-working young ladies - it meant 
the difference between eight, nine or 
10 points; and a first, second or third 
place purse. Novice Barrel racers Jade 
Braswell and Reba Osceola took first 
and second place respectively with 
17.287 and 18.471 scores. 

The main and final event of the 
Cinco de Mayo rodeo was the bull-rid- 
ing event. The two winners - also a 
very close call - were Koty Brugh with 
a score of 73 - barely inching out 
Doug Fish who ended the event in sec- 
ond place with his score of 72. Brugh 
was named All Around Cowboy, but 
all cowboys and cowgirls deserve con- 
gratulations for their efforts. Everyone 
showed good sportsmanship - even 
with the close scores. They know 
there is always next time, and many 
stated that it was good practice day for 
them. 

The next rodeo on the calendar is 
scheduled to take place in Volusia 
County (Deland, Florida) during the 
weekend of May 18 and 19. Those 
who made it to the finals will partici- 
pate I this event, but everyone is 
encouraged to go up there and root on 
these young athletes who have done so 
well throughout the season. 



Koty Brugh - all-around cowboy. 



Marty Johns getting ready to put steer down. 
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Who is your child s best friend? What docs your child do for fuu? What did your child do at school today? Does your 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures* 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800*788.2800* 

Communication,. The Anti-Drug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
ffw. t he an lidrug.com 
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Hoof 

Continued from page 1 


clinical signs after an incubation period of 10 
to 14 days. 

A single case of HMD will have an 
impact on every phase of the United States’ 
billion dollar annual animal and animal by- 
product markets. All animals exposed to the 
virus must be destroyed to prevent the spread 
of the deadly disease. 

Make yourself knowledgeable of the 
tell-tale signs and act quickly if you suspect 
any animal to be infected. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
has set up a toll-free telephone hot line to 
respond to questions from livestock producers 
and consumers regarding the outbreak of 
HMD. The number is (800) 601-9327. The 
phone center is staffed by veterinarians and 
import/export experts from the USD A Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service. 


Do you know what BSE is? 

It stands for Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy better know as Mad Cow 
Disease. This is another problem facing the 
United States’ cattle industry presently. 

Recently worldwide media attention 
to BSE has been implemented to reassure 
consumers that every possible step is being 
used to keep BSE out of the United States. 
The Food and Drug Administration adopted 
regulation 21 CFR 589.2000 prohibiting the 
feeding of any mammalian-derived protein 
(meat & bone meal) to any cattle or other 
ruminant animals. 

Beef packers and processors as well 
as retail operations have established certifica- 
tion programs for suppliers to insure that they 
have not been receiving any cattle that have 
been feed mammalian derived protein. 
Participating packers in the certification pro- 
gram have made it clear they will not except 
or purchase any cattle from producers who 


have not signed a certificate certifying that 
none of their cattle have been fed any feed 
containing mammalian derived tissues. 

Locally the Okeechobee Livestock 
Market has issued a letter you must sign stat- 
ing you as a producer have not fed any mam- 
malian derived protein in order to be able to 
sell your livestock. 

Do your part. Do not feed any mam- 
malian-derived protein to your livestock. Feed 
containing mammalian-derived protein has to 
be identified with a warning on the label. Use 
of any such feed should be avoided. Keep all 
record up to one year concerning all animal 
protein ingredients that you supply your cattle 
with. Keep representative copies of labels 
with your records from each type of feed you 
purchase. Ranch inspections may be per- 
formed by the Food and Drug Administration 
to verify that prohibited sources have not been 
fed to cattle. 


Candy 

Continued from page 1 


a souvenir. They also came in handy when the 
air conditioning in the gym 
kicked into high gear as the night 
became morning. 

Top winners in each 
division received a special com- 
memorative jean jacket besides 
the $600 first place money. The 
youth received gift certificates to 
the mall. Second through fifth 
places each received $500, $400, 

$300, and $200, respectively. 

This year’s winners in 
the adult division turned into a 
family affair. “Boogie” Nunez 
took top honors among the men 
while sister Theresa (Nunez) 

Boromei out shot the ladies for 
first place. 

Annie Jumper and Joe 
Junior Billie placed top among 
the seniors in singles division but 
had to settle for second when they combined 
forces in the scotch doubles and lost in the 
finals to Juanita and Russell Osceola. 

Top youth singles winners were Nina 
Frias, who won it from the winners bracket, 
and Ray Yzagguire III, who battled his way 
from the losers bracket and had to beat an 
undefeated Nathan Billie twice. 

After the Memorial tournament an 


open 9-ball competition was held. Players had 
to pay a $20 entry fee to participate. Divisions 
were for both men and women with play 
again running into the wee hours of the morn- 
ing. Complete winners in all events follows. 


Senior Scotch Doubles: 1 st place - 
Juanita and Russell Osceola, 2 nd place - 
Annie Jumper/ Joe Junior Billie, place - 

Mabel Osceola/Ronnie Doctor, 4™ .place 


Hh 


place 



L-R: Jojo Osceola; Ashley Billie, Esmerelda Billie; Nina Frias 
and Juanita Osceola. 

For the Record: 

Senior Men: 1 st place - Joe Junior 
Billie, 2 nc * place - Russell Osceola, 3 rc * place 
- Keno King, 4 1 * 1 place - Buddy Sweat, 5^ 
place - Eugene Bowers. 

Senior Women: 1 place -Annie 
Jumper, 2 nd place - Alice Sweat, 3 rd place - 
Juanita Osceola, 4^ place - Louise Billie, 5 
place - Louise Osceola. 


th 


Louise Osceola/Harley Roberts, 5 L 
Alice and Buddy Sweat. 

Youth Boys: 1 st place - Ray 
Yzjagguire III, 2 nc * place - Nathan Billie, 
3 rd place - Tony Tommie, 4 tJl place - 
Josh Garza, 5 th place - Jordon Jones. 

Youth Girls: 1 st place - Nina Frias, 
2 nd place - Esmerelda Billie, 3 rd place 
- Ashley Billie, 4^ place - Phalyn 
Osceola, 5 th place - JoJo Osceola. 

Men: 1 st place - “Boogie” Nunez, 
2 nc * place - Woody Wilson, 3 rc * place - 
Jack Billie, 4™ place - O.B. Osceola, 

5™ place - Elrod Bowers. 

Women: 1 st place - Theresa 
Boromei, 2 nc * place - Jamie Osceola, 

3 rd place - Linda Jones, 4 th place - 
Laura Clay, 5 th place - Janel Billie. 

Scotch Doubles: 1 st place - Louise 
Jim/Elrod Bowers, 2 nd place - Virginia 
Billie/Raymond Garza, 3 rd place - 
Linda Billie/Charlie Cypress, 4 th place - 
Crystal and Jamie Smith, 5^ place - Verna 
Billie/Ricky Doctor. 

9-Ball Women: 1 st place - Charlene 
Haynes, 2 nc * place - Louise Jim, 3 rc * place - 
Reina Micco, 4 tJl place - Theresa Boromei, 

5 1* 1 place - Betty Osceola. Men: 1 st place - 
Javier Chirino, 2 nd place - Mario Truz, 3 rd 
place - Glen Olson, 4 1 * 1 place - Angel 
Chirino, 5 th place - Corey Penrod. 


Calling AH Golfers 

Here is the schedule for Hollywood’s Qualifying rounds for 
Team Florida. 

All reservation are welcome to play. 

Ten rounds scheduled at Bonaventure C.C. (must play mini- 
mum 8 rounds). Saturday, June 9th on the west course for $24 green 
fee. Saturday, June 23 on the east course for $29. Saturday, July 7 - 
west course - $24. Sunday, July 15 - east - $29. Saturday, August 4 - 
west - $24. Sunday, August 12 - east - $29. Sunday, August 19 - west - 
$24. Saturday, September 8 - east - $34. Saturday, September 22 - west 
- $29. 


All tee times start at 12:56 p.m. 

Women will play from the red tee. Senior men (50 and over) 
will play from the white tee. Junuor men (18 and under) will play from 
the white tee. Men (19 to 49) will play from the blue tee. 

Follow all USGA rules. Ball is to be played down. Everything 
is stroke play. Count all strokes and penalties. No Gimmies. Have 
someone in your group keep your score card. Sign your score card and 
turn it in to the pro- shop. 

Only the top two in each division will represent Team Florida 
at the 2002 Indigenous Games in Winnipeg next summer. 

Any questions contact Bo Young at the Hollywood recreation 
at (954) 989-9457. 


Seminole In Alaska 


Lost In The Hospital 

The Story so far . . . This is Part 3 in a series about a 
Seminole woman and her family’s year 2000 living in a remote part 
of Alaska . Suffering with a brain injury, Seminole Linda Osceola 
Fredericks and her son are air-lifted (first by helicopter, then by jet) 
from her homestead in the Alaska outback to a Seattle hospital. 

W e landed in downtown Seattle at a municipal airport and 
were taken by Ambulance to Harborview Medical Center 
overlooking the city. Philemon had traveled from -20 
degree weather to 50+ degree weather in a few hours without being 
able to change his clothes. He tells me that he felt very strange 
standing around in his heavy winter clothing with nobody else around 
being dressed like that. 

The Medical center was very full so there were no rooms 
available when we arrived. After going through ER, I had to be out 
into the Surgery Recovery room. The doctors found out that I had 
two aneurysms in my brain, in different locations. They would have 
operated the next morning, but I had to wait a day because a car acci- 
dent came in and the victims had to be taken care of right away. 

All this time I was just laying there, not knowing much. 
Philemon was all alone in the hospital waiting room of a strange city. 
My husband was flying out by bush airplane to catch a commercial 
flight from Fairbanks to Seattle. People all over were praying for me. 

I thank God for that now, because I was in no condition to pray for 
myself. 

My husband arrived in the late evening of the 22nd. 

Philemon had already been in the waiting room for over 24 hours. 
Although it was important for me to be operated on, my husband was 
glad that he had a chance to see me before I went into surgery. 

On the morning of the 23rd I went into surgery. The doctor 
told me that if they found the aneurysm that was bleeding, they could 
postpone operating on the other one for about a week. If they had to 
operate on the other one also, it would be a much longer and more 
difficult operation. Fortunately, they started on the one that needed 
attention the most. 

My son Mike, his family, and my adopted sister Anita and a 
friend of hers came from Florida the next day but I was too groggy 
from surgery to remember it well. Philemon went to stay with them 
at their hotel about 20 miles from the hospital. That was a big help 
for Philemon because his endurance had been severely tested by then. 

My husband stayed in the waiting room a day longer until he 
could find a hotel that was walking distance from the hospital. He 
did not want to risk being away from me any more than he had to. In 
his worried condition, driving through the city would have been just 
too dangerous. For the first couple of days, he says that he was even 
getting lost just walking around the hospital. I was not always aware 
of it at the time, but he was there, either in the waiting room, or later 
in my hospital room, almost every minute that he could be. 

Everything went better than expected with the first operation 
and I had my second operation on February 29. They had to go a lot 
deeper for that one and I had a black eye from it for about two weeks. 

I was doing pretty good, so the doctors started talking about discharg- 
ing me. My son Mike had to go back to Florida about March 6, so 
Philemon went to stay with his dad at the hotel near the hospital. 

On March 9th I was to be discharged to go back to 
Fairbanks. My husband came to the hospital that morning with some 
clothes for me to change into, but pretty soon he noticed that some- 
thing was not right. I did not know what he was going on, but he told 
the nurse that I was not communicating like I usually do. The nurse 
told the doctors, who started checking me out. They discovered that 
some blood vessels in my brain had begun to spasm. 

— Next issue: A slow recovery, a son strikes out on his 
own, and a bad crop season. 




The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 
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954 - 760-7600 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 
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John Wayne Huff Focuses On Community 



By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — In a pre- 
election interview with the 
Seminole Tribune , John Wayne 
Huff shared some of the key issues 
of his campaign and platform. For 
Huff, communication between 
council and communities is a 
major issue that he will work 
to improve. 

“Communication is 
just not there anymore. We 
used to have community meet- 
ings.... how come we don’t do 
that anymore?” Huff told the 
Tribune. Huff used examples 
such as the Hard Rock 
Cafe/Hotel proposal. 

“It was on the agenda 
14 times yet the community 
knew nothing. . . same thing 
with Dream Catcher,” he said. 

Huff is firmly com- 
mitted to the idea that every- 
thing should go to the commu- 
nity first, not as he said, “jump 
over the community.” 

“Everything jumps 1 

over us and when things don’t f 

go their (Council’s) way they J 

back up to the community,” g 

said Huff who promised fair 
and equal access to the Council 
Representative should he be 
elected. 

“I want your input but I 
also want to be your voice,” said 
Huff who also added that he 
would promise to be available 
“24/7.” 

“I’ve done that before,” 
he said referring to the time he 


reminded the large gathering of his 
constituents that someday all of 
the young people are going to 
need a home. 

“We have good people in 
good positions that are willing to 
work. We have the equipment 
for home sites and we should 
be ready to respond to the 
needs of the people. I want to 
do this for the people. We 
should not have to rely on out- 
side contractors,” said Huff. 

Huff also said that he 
wants to make seniors the pri- 
ority they once were. The same 
goes for Tribal youth. 

“If we can spend $40 
million for a jet we certainly 
could invest something for our 
kids,” he said. He plans to 
begin by improving access to 
recreational facilities by adding 
staff. Huff also plans to have a 
community meeting for ‘kids 
only’ so they can have some 
input and be able to learn about 
how the political process 
works. 

In the hours following 
the election, John Wayne Huff 
learned of his victory in the bid 
for Brighton Council 
Representative. He took time to 
share this thought with the 
Tribune , 

“I would just like to 
thank the people who stood behind 
me during this election. I would 
also like to thank the entire com- 
munity and I will include everyone 
if they voted for me or not.” 


served as Brighton Board 
Representative. 

Other issues that Huff 
addressed included restoring pride 
in the Brighton Community 
through such projects as cleaning 


John Wayne Huff 


up SR 721 and accelerating efforts 
to get people housed. Huff also 
said that improving the relation- 
ship between the community and 
the council would go a long way 
to restoring pride. 

As far as housing, Huff 


Paul Bowers Hosts Campaign 
Dinner In Immokalee 


By B. Secody 

Paul Bowers of the 
Big Cypress reservation has 
thrown his hat in the political 
arena, and is vying for the 
position of Big Cypress Board 
Representative - a seat current- 
ly held by Mondo Tiger. 

Bowers is no stranger 
to politics, as he previously 
served on the Board of 
Directors for Big Cypress in 
1996-1998. He feels he would 
like to reclaim this position to 
provide additional monetary 
generating projects for the Big 
Cypress community. 

On Tuesday, April 24, 

Buster hosted a campaign din- 
ner in Immokalee to make him- 
self available to community 
members who have questions 
about his proposed projects. 

The evening started at 7 p.m. at 
the Immokalee Recreation 
Center. 

His platform - 
although short and to the point stressed the need for 
the acquisition of more cattle and land use for the 
area. He stated that, with the current count of 1500 
head of cattle in Lake Placid, and 3500 head located 
on the 13 -section area of Miccosukee land (near the 
Miccosukee Service Plaza)- there is plenty of room 
for more cattle to be purchased. He also addressed 
concerns over the neglect of existing pastures. 
Bowers stated that he would also like to see the 
Board work closer 
with the citrus pro- 
grams, and plans a 
feasibility study for 
consideration of a 
campground to be 
located in Immokalee. 

One of his goals for 
the community is to 
generate more revenue 
through Board pro- 
grams. 

Bowers cur- 
rently works with kids 
interested in 4-H, as 
well as with the Horse 
Club. He has been 
involved with the 
youth rodeos and 
would like to see addi- 
tional funds allocated 
for youth projects in 


the community. 

After presenting his plat- 
form, Bowers invited questions 
from those in attendance. 
Following the blessing of the 
food presented by Louise 
Motlow, he invited everyone to 
join him and his family in a deli- 
cious meal of barbeque chicken, 
ribs, potato salad, beans, deserts 
and soft drinks. 

Bowers is of the Panther 
clan. He is the son of Mary Ann 
Cypress Bowers. He is originally 
from the Brighton reservation. 
After completing high school, he 
attended college in Lawrence, 
Kansas. After serving time in the 
Armed Forces, he moved to the 
Big Cypress reservation, and mar- 
ried wife Linda. They have four 
children: Pauletta, age 22; 
Clarissa, age 20; Paul Jr., age 18; 
and Wilson, age 15. 

On election day, Bowers 
will be going up against four 
other contenders for the position 
of Big Cypress Board Representative: Charlie 
Cypress, Alfonso Tigertail, Mary Jean Koenes and 
Clifton Billie. He states that, if elected, he will do 
his best to represent the people of Big Cypress and 
work diligently towards improving existing Board 
programs. He also states that he will remain focused 
on future projects that will further benefit the com- 
munity - young and old alike. 



Friends enjoy a BBQ dinner in Immokalee (@ Paul Bowers Campaign event). 


f 



Paul Bowers 
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Alex Johns’ Campaign Speech 


*Transcript from Tampa campaign dinner. 

I just want to start off and thank everyone 
for accepting me and supporting me here in Tampa, I 
know when I first come down here two years ago 
and tried to run I was nervous, ... I’m still nervous, 
but I’ve got a lot more confidence now than I did 
then. I know what it takes to do a good job now. I 
have the utmost confidence that I’m the right person 
for the position. And I appreciate you all coming out 
and supporting us here today. 

Some of the new business ventures I’ve 
brought to the tribe. . .the Board side has sort of been 
still for about the last fifteen years. There’s only 
been two new business ventures brought to the board 
previous to me. The whole reason the board exists is 
for economic development for the Tribe. It’s not nec- 
essarily the charitable side that’s the council’s posi- 
tion. Some of the things I campaigned on last time, it 
really took a Councilperson to do. I didn’t know that 
until getting in the clique and learned how every- 
thing goes. 

One of the things I started was the Brighton 
Tucker Ridge Shell Pit. One of the main reasons I 
wanted to get the shell pit going was we had a bunch 
of holes out in Brighton we were trying to swim 
around in. They were littered with beer bottles just 
mud holes is all they were. 

The EPA tried to come in and fine the 
Seminole Tribe to clean these holes up. After 
researching them we found the BIA caused this prob- 
lem, and they were the same departments as the 
department of the Interior. I went to Washington, 

D.C. to talk to the lobbyist there. We didn’t cause 
this problem. The BIA did and I don’t think we 
should pay to clean it up. 

At that same time we also lobbied with 
them to dig a recreational lake for the Brighton com- 
munity. This is where we have the 4th of July activi- 
ties, barbecues, and volleyball tournaments. It was 
just sort of an eye sore but it was all we had in 
Brighton, so we decided to clean it up and we got a 
reclamation plan in place. When it’s done it’ll be a 
21 -acre recreational lake with chickees, beaches, 
floating docks and water slides. It’s going to be a 
nice area that people can go to for recreation. 

A lot of the material that’s coming out of 
the lake is going right to the community. We’re 
building house pads with the material. . . the pre- 
school pad, the clinic pad, the new cattle and range 
pad, the new swimming pool pad. All of this material 
came from the Tribe, from our pit at a discounted 
price so this saved a lot of money. Probably half the 
cost it would have been if they’d have had to go out- 
side the Tribe to buy the material. 

The main thing with the pit, it was devel- 
oped to make money. Three months into the business 
we’re out of the red and showing a profit. At that 
time we decided to go ahead and upgrade our equip- 
ment. We had old equipment in there so we had to 
go back in the hole again and purchase brand new 
equipment. Some of it runs around $250,000 apiece. 
We’ve been in business now for exactly one year and 
right now the pit is generating about $10,000 a week 
and we’re just getting started. The potential is huge 
for this thing. If I’m back in again I’d like to see this 
pit continue. I think this is going to be a good source 
of income for the Tribe. 

The other venture I started was the Parker 
Island Cattle Company. It was another lease that we 
got. If we were to liquidate it tomorrow we’d have 
approximately two million dollars worth of cattle on 
this place. The economy really took an upward 
swing on the cattle business. We’re doing really 
good with cattle prices. This has been a profitable 
venture. 

We also fed some feed lot cattle this year. 
That’s the second time the Tribes tried this. We tried 
it before with our own cows at one time. It wasn’t 
successful. We lost a little money. We fed 200 head 
this year at Lubbock Feeders. 

The Bellamy Brothers actually own this 
feed lot. We just got a report back on these cows. 
They fed for about a twenty-dollar a head profit. It 
doesn’t sound like much but it’s about a three to five 
percent return on our dollar, which is comparable to 
a lot of bank loans at this time because of the interest 
rates. 

Our sugar cane took a hard lick because 
sugar prices fell so bad. It’s still generating money 
for us. It’s still making money while other people are 
losing money because we don’t have to pay for land 
tax and we didn’t have to pay for the property so it’s 
still proving to be successful. 

Our citrus took a really hard lick. One of 
the groves that had a canker contamination quaran- 
tine doesn’t look very good. We’re not going to be 
lifted out of it for a couple of years. We can still sell 
our product but it just doesn’t get the price that it 
would if we weren’t under quarantine. We’re just 
going to cut back on cost and try to keep it going till 
the quarantine is lifted. 

We also took the campground back, which 
has been known as Russ and Sonny’s. Now it’s the 
Brighton Campground and Trading Post. We’ve got a 
little trading store there. The store is beautiful; the 
campground is beautiful. We’re having a lot of peo- 
ple come into the campground now. Before it was a 
limited deal. Whoever ’s buddy wanted to come in 
they had to be buddies with the person managing it. 
Now it’s open to all of the public and we’re looking 
at expanding it making it twice as big. 

As far as the cattle program. . .You’re going 
to hear some of my opposition campaign on the cat- 
tle program. The cattle program is one of the biggest 
subsidies of the board. The actual Tribal cattle pro- 
gram is successful as far as Tribally owned. The 
individual owners in the past haven’t made any 
money and the board had to subsidize them. Some of 
my opposition thinks that’s the way it should be; I 
don’t think it should be that way. I think that if 
they’re going to be in the cow business they need to 
support their own business. The Tribe doesn’t need 
to support it. We’re already letting them use the land 
for nothing so I think they should support their own 
business. 

This is the first time since I’ve been in 
office that we’ve brought the cattle program out of 
debt. We got this by having the cattle owners pay 
their bills. In the past the politicians would let them 
be lax on their bills; they wouldn’t pay them. When I 
got in we made it mandatory that they get all their 
bills up to date. We’re not having to subsidize as 
much as in the past. Everyone is compliant with the 
program. 

The cash crop is rising every year, which is 
a good sign. We have the pastures in great shape. 
Since I came to office this is the first time we’ve had 
total acreage mowed on the reservation. We’ve got 
12 thousand improved acres there. The administra- 
tion before me, when we tried to mow it ourselves it 
was running around $250,000 a year to get the place 
mowed. I decided to get a contractor to come in at a 
set rate per acre. I got it down to $100,000 and its’ 
the first time we’ve ever had the total property 
mowed in one year. This is the second year we’ve 
done this and we’re starting on the third. That saved 
us some money there and we’re getting a better job 


done. 

We just sold our calves. A lot of people are 
afraid to change things. For the last 15 years we’ve 
sold our calves on the Livestock Video Sales 
Superior. I took initiative this year to change it. I 
didn’t think we were getting the best prices. I got a 
little opposition from some of the cattle owners. 

They were so used to selling them on video they 
thought that’s the way to do it. This year we went 
out privately and got bids on the open market from 
other cattle buyers and it proved to be successful. We 
came in with about a 5 cent a head average over 
what the video sales brought at the same time as well 
as not having to pay the 2 to 3 cent a pound commis- 
sion. We saved the tribe a substantial amount of 
money by doing this. 

We got the Brangus Bull heard up to 100 
per cent. This is another reason why our calves are 
bringing top dollar. We actually have a product now 
that everybody wants. We were going the wrong way 
with our bull heard; we were using the wrong type of 
bull. Now we’ve got the type of bull that’s working 
for the market. 

The big project I got done was the cattle 
and range building. This was largely with the support 
of Mitchell Cypress and the Tribal council. We got 
the building done in six months time and within 
budget. It’s a beautiful building, we’re going to have 
the grand opening and I want to invite everyone 
down and let them walk through the building. There 
are a lot of personal touches to it. There are 42 cattle 
owners in Brighton. Everybody’s brand is engraved 
in the tile. We used cypress wood throughout There’s 
a lot of personal touches throughout and I’m proud 
of it and I’d like everybody to come down for the 
grand opening. 

As far as the charitable functions that I’ve 
help support: I’ve supported everyone that’s ever 
come to me, every event, I’ve tried, that my budget 
would allow. I’ve supported softball, Tee Ball, golf, 
bowling, I’ve put on rodeo bull riding clinics for the 
youth, and I’ve sponsored dance classes, Tai-Kwon- 
Do and fishing tournaments. We held our first annual 
hunting tournament in Brighton this year. It was a 
hog-hunting tournament; Marty Johns won. We had 
it near Thanksgiving and everybody liked it. 

We had our first annual mud bog. JR Huff 
and David Snow, it was their brainchild, they 
thought it would be a good activity for 
Thanksgiving. We actually had over 200 tribal mem- 
bers come out and participate in the mud bog. 
Anywhere from babies in strollers to kids on 4 
wheelers, motorcycles, we had foot races, mud bog 
races, and I think we’re going to continue to do this. 

We also had our first annual barbecue cook- 
off. We had 12 teams that came down. I don’t think 
we had any teams from Tampa so next year I’d like 
to get someone from Tampa to come down and par- 
ticipate. All the guys were bragging and actually it 
was a girl that won the barbecue rib cook off - 
Theresa Nunez. 

I supported the March of Dimes functions 
that we put on. The sobriety walks, the Christmas, 
Thanksgiving, Indian Day, and 4th of July. 

As far as education field trips. . .I’ve partici- 
pated in them and I’ve attended some of them. The 
critter hunts I went with the kids and we had a good 
time. I try to attend every senior birthday party with 
Vicky and Leah’s support. They keep me in touch 
with whose birthday is when. 

As far as the one that people don’t like to 
talk about that’s a big part of our job is the funerals. 
During the funerals we do whatever we can to make 
sure that the family has time to grieve without hav- 
ing to worry about any expenses. I pay for all of the 
food, I cut all of the firewood, and we try to do 
everything that we can so that the family doesn’t 
have to worry about it in their time of mourning. 

Thing I’m looking into for the future. . .I’m 
on the verge of working on an import and export 
deal for commodities. Not the commodities food that 
we were used to getting but... it actually is but on a 
much larger scale. It’s dealing with grain, beef, steel, 
gas, big products that moves worldwide. There’s 
some breaks that we may be able to get as a sover- 
eign nation. Tax issues, tariff issues, duty issues. I’m 
looking into that with some attorneys now. It looks 
like it’s going to be pretty promising, bringing in a 
lot of income for the tribe. All we’re going to have to 
do is be the broker. We’ll let the people that know 
the business handle the business. 

My ultimate goal is to bring a second divi- 
dend for the board. This one here could be the big 
one. If we can get this thing going it’s going to take 
pushing our sovereignty just the same way they did 
with gaming. It can be done. If I’m re-elected I’ll 
work hard to get this done. 

Also with the shell pit, we’re working on 
getting DOT status for it. This will increase our 
sales. I’m also trying something new. I’m trying to 
get it licensed as a minority owned pit. Nobody’s 
done this before but it will open up a market. The 
DOT will let the pit suffice for minority workers. In 
other words, if somebody out here gets a contract on 
this highway, by them buying the materials from the 
Seminole Tribe, they won’t have to actually hire the 
minority worker at the job site. I think this is going 
to be pretty promising for the Seminole Tribe and the 
pit. 

If any of you read the paper that came out 
today, some of my opposition really bashed me in 
there pretty good. They portrayed it that I have more 
white people working for me than Indian. Well I just 
want to let everyone know that those are not the 
facts. The facts are, I have 75 per cent 
Seminole Tribal members employed. On average 
they’re paid 15% more than non-tribal members. So 
I just want to let the records show what she stated in 
the newspaper wasn’t the truth. 

I’m up here (Tampa) with John Wayne 
Huff. The reason I’m here with John 
Wayne is because I see a lot of things going on that 
you all aren’t getting what you could be getting, and 
that’s the truth. . . the fact of the matter. 

The housing issue needs to be addressed 
here. There’s so much more that I could do if you all 
had the property to do it. The reason you don’t have 
it is you don’t have a voice pushing for it. The peo- 
ple up there in council make the decisions. They say 
yea or nea. Well, if you don’t have somebody back- 
ing you and wanting to build your houses your not 
going to get them. 

This man (John Wayne Huff) is going to 
campaign on that and he’ll get the job done. With 
him doing that it will open me up as a board repre- 
sentative to do more for you as far as landscaping 
your yards. I want to keep the 4H program here and I 
know you’re running out of space. I’m a big believer 
in the 4H program. I put a lot of money into our kids 
this year at the sale. I think it’s great program. It 
teaches kids responsibility. I think it’s a great pro- 
gram. So if we can get you some land and some 
houses I think we could keep that 4H program going 
and I support that 100 per cent. 

I want to thank you all for coming out today 
and remember me on May 14th. Thank you. 

— Submitted by Mark Madrid 
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Classified * Announcements 



Happy Birthday 


Congratulations 


Poems 




Congratulations and good luck in 
all your endeavors for you have proven 
your worthiness! 


Happy belated birthday Gabe! 

From “The Gang.” Yours truly, Lorraine, 
Catlin, Noel, and Uly. 

Happy 8th Birthday to Ali 
Nunez on May 20. We love you very 
much and hope you get everything you 
wish for. Love Daddy David, Mommy 
Anita, and sisters Ami, Airi, and Apple. 

Happy birthday to my other 
baby Willie Jim McKinley Osceola who 

was bom on May 2 1 . Love you very 
much. From Aunt Doris and gang. 

Happy birthday to my baby 
girl, Meyante (Dominique), born on 
May 1, 1989. Love you very much 

Grandma Doris. 


Happy birthday to our #1 
Favorite Sister, Dominique Sharaine 
Osceola on May 1 . We love you so 
much! Be good and stay healthy. One 
Love, Marlon, Letitia, Egoosh, Denise 
and John Rhodes. 

Happy birthday to Grandma 
(Doris) on May 17. Mom you’re the 
“Great Oz”. We love you, thank you for 
taking care of us; there’s no one like you. 
One Love; Apeehoy, Meyante, 
Shagahle, Shishee, Melokmeche, and 
Coowacooche. 

Happy birthday to Rita 
(Bonita Jean Jumper), Anita Osceola 
(Eeche), Amos (Uncle Amo) Frank, 
Peggy Barnett and Iretta Tiger. From 
the Otter Gang. 


Michael O. James poses with sisters 
Irene James (L) and Gisela Vavra who 
came with other family and friends to 
support him on the joyous occasion. 

Michael O. James graduated on 
Saturday, May 5 from Indian River 
Community College’s Registered Nursing 
Program. Michael graduated with a 3.8 
GPA. Michael plans to continue his edu- 
cation and has been accepted to the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill. He will be working at the University 
of North Carolina Hospital, one of the 
world’s leading research hospitals, in the 
critical care step down unit for organ 
transplant recipients. He and his family 
leave for North Carolina at the end of 
June. 

Michael has worked for the 
Seminole Tribune for the past four years 
as our on-going EIRA photographer and 
reporter. He will be extremely missed by 
all those residents on the Brighton reser- 
vation, as well as us here at the Tribune. 
Of course he will keep us informed on all 
the latest clinical research findings on 
diabetes. 



April 1, 2001 Mr. and Mrs. Eric 
James Cypress. Eric is the son of the late 

William B. Cypress and Ruth M. 
Osceola. Barbara Henry is daughter of 
Bobby and Annie Henry. 


Notices 


8th Annual Seminole Wellness 
Conference - July 15-20, at the Marco 
Island Hilton. Deadline for applications is 
June 8, you must commit yourself to par- 
ticipate for the duration of the conference. 
Contacts are; Ralph Billie at (954) 962- 
2009; Michele Thomas or Rita Gopher at 
(863) 763-4128; Helene Buster at (863) 
983-5151; Billie Napper at (941) 657- 
6567; Tom Ryan at (813) 621-2811, Sally 
Tommie at (954) 967-3700 or Andy 
Buster at (305) 223-8380. 

The 44th Annual Yakama 
Nation Treaty Days All Indian Rodeo - 
June 9 - 10 in White Swan, Washington. 
Contact secretary Rhonda Strom and 
Betty Sampson at (509) 848-2854. 

The Native American Business 
Alliance Conference 2001 - August 12 - 
14. Call Alliance at (248) 988-9344 and 
visit us at www.native-american-bus.org. 

25th Annual Miami/Bahamas 
Goombay Festival - June 2 - 3 in 
Coconut Grove. For applications or infor- 
mation call headquarters at (305) 567- 
1399. 

17th Annual Native American 
Journalists Association Convention - 

June 13 - 16 in Buffalo New York. For 
more info call (612) 729-9244 or fax at 
(612) 729-9373. 

National American Indian 
Housing Council Annual Convention 
and Trade Show - June 4 - 6 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. To be held at 
the Hyatt Regency, for information call 
NAIHC at (202) 789-1754. 

Free Poetry Contest - Deadline 
is June 5. One entry of 21 lines or less. 
Send to Free Poetry Contest, 1257 


Siskiyou Blvd., PMB 4, Ashland, OR 
97520, or go to www.freecontest.com. 

Too Fabulous Art and Funky 
Antique Market - June 17,9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. FREE. Find vintage items, antiques, 
art and other goodies at this event. Call 
(954) 921- 3274 or visit www.artandcul- 
turecenter.org. 

Free Tax Workshops - June 1 - 
26 at various sites. The Florida 
Department of Revenue, as part of their 
educational program to help taxpayers 
understand and meet their obligations. For 
info contact: Alberto Collazo, at (954) 
967-1821, e-mail: collazoa@dor.state.fl.us 
or visit site athttp ://sun6. dms.state.fi. - 
us/dor 

On Line Spanish Courses - 

Beginning June. Continuing Education 
Department will offer Spanish courses. 
Fees range from $85 to $120 for an 8- 
week course. To register call (954) 475- 
6960. 

Toll-Free Dental Hotline - 

Saturday, June 6. Dial 1-800-SMILE 33, 
to ask dentists any oral health questions. 
Receive free dental advice and request 
local referrals. From 7 a.m. until Noon. 

N. A. Y. O. Baseball & Softball 
- July 20 - 21. For information contact; 
Hollywood Gym (954) 989-9457, Joe 
Collins (954) 931-7793 or Sunshine Frank 
(954) 966-6300, ext. 1305. 

Indian Youth of America Youth 
Camp Program - June 29 - July 7 (dead- 
line June 18) or August 10-17 (deadline 
being July 30). Ages 10-14 years. For 
general information call (712) 252-3230. 

Northern Plains Tribal Arts 
2001 - Sept. 27 - 30 in Sioux Falls, South 


Dakota. American Indian Services, Inc. at 
(800) 658-4797 or (605) 334-4060. 

12th Annual Protecting Mother 
Earth Conference - August 2 - 5 in 
Penticton, British Columbia, Canada. For 
information call En’Owkin Centre at 
(250) 493-7181, email: enowkin@vip.net, 
web site: www.ienearth.org. 

Prairie Island Dakota Singing 
& Dancing Championships Pow Wow - 
July 6-8. Free admission, need social 
security number to register. Call (651) 
267-3023 and leave message. 

Haskell Alumni Association of 
Oklahoma Reunion — The 2001 HAAO 
Annual Reunion & Golf Scramble will be 
held Sept. 14, 15, 16 at the Adam’s Mark 
Hotel in downtown Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

All Haskell Indian Nations 
University Alumni and friends are invited. 
Reserve your room early and ask for the 
special Haskell rates; (800) 444-2326. 
Friday evening reception; Saturday golf 
scramble, dinner (must be reserved) and 
dance; and Sunday morning Brunch. 

Request information from Joyce 
Childers Bear at (918) 756-8700, ext. 602, 
email: Cultural@ocevnet.org; or, Flo 
Tanner Spotted Bear at (918) 342-6403. 
See you in September! 


Public Service Announcement 

— The University of Fort Lauderdale is 
offering special programs to earn a col- 
lege degree within an innovative Christian 
learning environment. Remedial and spe- 
cial entrance courses are available for 
anyone, who has the heart for higher 
learning and commitment for study. 

Enroll now for Summer and Fall 
2001. For information, call (954) 486- 
7728. The University of Fort Lauderdale 
is located at 4200 N.W. 16th St. in 
Lauderhill. 

Bring Your Pets — The Pet Fair 
activities have been set FY - 2001. We 
will be holding these activities at the 
Hollywood Gym in the parking lot on 
June 16, 2001. 

If you have any questions or con- 
cerns please call Environmental Health at 
954-962-2009. 


Thank You 


nm< 


Seminole Tribune 

June 15 Issue • June 1 Deadline 
July 6 Issue • June 22 Deadline 
July 27 Issue • July 13 Deadline 


On March 27 Hollywood 
Council Representative Max Osceola Jr. 
unselfishly gave me and my daughter 
Jessica his personal Miami Heat basket- 
ball game tickets. We had a wonderful 
time at the game. We’d like to say thank 
you to Max and his family. 

I also would like to say that the 
game was a special one because we saw 
Alonzo Mourning making his first return 
after being absent for almost the entire 
season. 

Sho-na-bay-sha 

Mem-mung-ela-ka 

“Cowbone” 


Barefoot Man 

Without uttering a word 

His soul speaks eloquently, unheard 

Silently speaks with his hand 

Ev ’ry stroke of brush depicts the Florida 

sand 

Affinity with the Seminole 
Grew strong with the folklore told 
He understood where most folks don ’t 
understand 

You can tell it in ev ’ry stoke of his hand 

With no shoes on his feet 
Walks with Seminole brother undefeat 
He would have been a Seminole man 
Walking proudly on a beautiful land 

His love for the Seminole 
Clearly seen on canvas stories of old 
Where clans abound in the Seminole land 
End of summer swamp- apples fall to the 
Florida sand 

Panther squalls behind the cypress tree 
Otters play envisioned by Guy La bree 
Silent poetry painted by his hand 
Barefoot artist treads the Florida sand 

Spirit of Seminoles 

As the Spirit of Seminoles then and now 
Like a cool breeze blows across prairies, 
hammocks and the Everglades 

A Spirit that flourishes over this 
enchanting and beautiful land, 

Our Creator touches a land that gives life, 
beauty and bounty to nurture our minds, 
bodies and spirit 

The Spirit of traditions, culture, leg- 
ends, stories and songs 
The courage and strength to be as one peo- 
ple 

The Spirit of healing, caring, helping 
taught by our elders 

The Spirit of wisdom through the Creator s 
love 

We give thanks to our Creator for this 
spirit of life now and forever 

— Ralph Billie 

Grave-Robbing 

There are those who rob our “Native ” 
graves 

And call it archeology 

And “Uncle Sam ” gives funds for this, 
Called government grants, you see 
Then there are those more honest, 

Who don ’t bother to hide behind, 

Scientific study. They just want what 
they can find 

No matter what fancy name it s called, 

It ’s still a desecration; 

And to us it is a crime against, 

The entire “Native ” nation. 

To protect “White ” man s graves 

They have passed laws, “To Whit... ”, 
But when it comes to “Native ” mounds, 
They just don ’t give a - -it! 

How would You feel if someone, 

Dug up Your family plot, 

And took whatever there remained, 

Of your Mother, or your Pop ? 

Would you care what it was called? 

Or would you just see red, 

For them to have the audacity, 

To desecrate Your dead? 

We don ’t care what name they give it, 

Nor whose face it saves, 

“White” men may call it science, 

But to us it’s Robbing-Graves ! 

— Jacquelyn Kay 


Jobs 


Job Title: 

A-Built/CAD Drafter 

Location: Hotmeals, Hollywood 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Teacher Aide (3/4 yr. class) 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Jan. 8, 2001 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Job Title: Tribal Clerk/Admin. Assistant 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Ahfachkee, B.C. 

Salary: 

$26,000 annually w / benefits 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Location: Family Services, Big Cypress 

Salary: 

$18,150 with benifits 



Location: 

Hollywood, Utilities 

Close Date: Until Filled 


Location: 

Ahfachkee, B.C. 

Job Title: 

Pre-K Teacher 



Salary: $24,960 with benifits 

Job Title: Permanent Sub. Teacher 



Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Clerk 

Location: Secretary Treasurer’s Office 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Nov. 7, 2000 

Hollywood 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Salary: 

Negotiable w / benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: $ 12.50 per hour with benefits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Ahfachkee, B.C. 

Salary: 

$18,720 annually w / benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 

Location: Ahfachkee School, BC 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benifits 



Location: 

Health/manged Care, BC 

Open Date: 3-28-01 


Location: 

Gaming, Tampa 

Job Title: 

A/P Representatives 



Close Date: Until Filled 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 



Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Salary: $17,680 with benifits 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Youth Center Attendant 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

Nov. 7, 2000 

Location: Gaming, Brighton 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

April 25, 2001 

Salary: 

$18,720 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: $ 1 3 ,644 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Salary: 

Negotiable 

Job Title: Operator/ Maintenance Trainee 

Location: Gaming, Coconut Creek 

Salary: 

$16,640 with benifits 



Location: 

Family Services, Brighton 

Open Date: 3-28-01 


Location: 

Juvenile Justice, Hwd. 

Job Title: 

Administrative/Assistant 



Close Date: Until Filled 

Job Title: Cultural Language Instructor 



Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Job Title: 

Community Health Educator 

Salary: $17,680 with benifits 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Bookkeeper/Office Asst 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Location: Utilities, Brighton 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

April 18, 2001 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: $28,120 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Governmental Affairs, Hwd. 

Salary: 

$30,000 annually w / benefits 

Job Title: Tribal Outreach/Worker 

Location: Cultural Education, Imm. 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benifits 



Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Open Date: 3-28-01 


Location: 

Natural Resources, Brtn. 

Job Title: 

Reporter 



Close Date: Until Filled 

Job Title: Gaming Clerk 



Open Date: 

May 9, 2001 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Salary: $20,300 with benifits 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Administrative Assistant 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Location: Family Services, Brighton 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Salary: 

$19,760 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: $ 1 7,200 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Communications, Hwd. 

Salary: 

$35,000 annually w / benefits 

Job Title: Custodian 

Location: Gaming, Imm. 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benifits 



Location: 

Health, Hollywood 

Open Date: 3-28-01 


Location: 

Planning & Development, Hwd. 

Job Title: 

Licensed Practical Nurse 



Close Date: Until Filled 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 



Open Date: 

December 27, 2000 

Job Title: 

Site Manager 

Salary: $ 1 5,600 with benifits 

Open Date: 3-28-01 

Job Title: 

Gaming Inspectors (5) 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Location: Ahfachkee, Big Cypress 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Open Date: 

3-28-01 

Salary: 

$24,900 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 


Salary: $17,680 with benifits 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health, Brighton 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Medical Social Worker 

Location: Gaming, Imm. 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benifits 







t-i Location: Gaming, Hwd. 

Job Title: 

Teacher Aid 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Hjaress 
M :>?H 


TOMMIE CANILLU 
Upc I.SMI 


Job Title: Operator/ 
Maintenance Trainee 
Open Date: 3-28-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Salary: $17,680 benifits 

Location: Utilities, Brtn. 

Job Title: Community 
Health/Rep 
Open Date: 3-28-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Salary: $18,700 benifits 

Location: Health, B.C. 

Job Title: Elementary/ 
Middle School Teacher 
Open Date: April 18, 2001 


Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 


April 18, 2001 
Until Filled 
$13,644 with benifits 
Ahfachkee, B.C. 

Gaming Clerk 
February 28, 2001 
Until Filled 
$17,200 with benifits 
Gaming, Tampa 

Recreation Aid 
May 9, 2001 
Until Filled 
$11, 440 with benifits 
Recreation, Tampa 
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Agnes Cypress, Pilot and Susie Billie arriving to vote. 



Oneva and Neil Baxley casting their ballots. 



Susie Billie casting vote. Agnes Cypress in back. Betty King at table, 


Election Victory Speeches 


David Cypress - I would like to thank both 
Big Cypress and Immokalee for your long-standing 
support in this year’s election. 

May the next two years remain as challeng- 
ing and prosperous for us all. 

God bless each and every one of you tribal 
members. 

David DeHass - Thank you to all that sup- 
ported me through this year’s election. 

I hope within the next two years everyone 
that did go out to vote will become aware of my 
capabilities. Even if you voted for the other candi- 
dates I am here to work for you as well. 

To the other candidates, do not give up on 
your attempts and goals for there will be another 
election. And then too, may the best man win. 

Alex Johns - I would like to thank the 
Brighton and Tampa communities for their continued 
support and faith in me as their representative in this 
year’s election. I will do my best to live up to your 
expectations of me and do the best job possible for 
you and the Tribe. 


Paul Bowers - 1 greatly appreciate every- 
one’s support in voting me in as your Big Cypress 
Board Representative. My plans are to always be 
available and to work hard for every tribal citizen. 
Again thank you for your ballots on my behalf. Make 
plans to attend the inauguration on June 4th in 
Hollywood. 

Max B. Osceola, JR - Now that the tribal 
elections are over I would like to congratulate all of 
the successful candidates, and welcome then to the 
tribal leadership role. 

I would like to ask the members of the tribe 
to support the elected representative so we may be 
able to follow the wishes of the members and to 
make the tribe stronger. 

With the tribe working together we can 
achieve many positive social, cultural and economic 
gains that will benefit all the members of the tribe. 

In closing I would like to thank the people 
of the Hollywood reservation for your support and for 
your suggestions, wishes and prayers for the next two 
years. 




L-R: President Mitchell Cypress, Secretary Treasurer Priscilla Sayen and Chairman James Billie 
announce this years election winners. 


Vernon Tiger campaigning for Hollywood. 


Max Osceola Jr. said his campaign speech at the gym. 


Each vote counts: Willie Johns ads his ballot. 



Revoked License • Traffic Tickets • DUI 


Maybe We 


Can Help? 

The Law Offices of 


Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
320 S. E. 9th Street 


Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


954 - 760-7600 


OThe hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon advertisements before you decide, ask us to send 
you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 





MLB MLS 
NFL-NHL-MBA 
SUPERBOWL 
OLYMPICS 


Order by phone or visit our website* 

www.ff ro nlrowusa. 










New Board and Council representatives (L/R) Paul Bowers Sr., David DeHass, Alex Johns, Seminole Tribe of Florida President Mitchell Cypress, Max Osceola Jr., John Wayne Huff Sr., and David Cypress. 
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Healing Plants 
Makes Its Debut 

By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — A lifetime in the mak- 
ing, the first ever published account of Florida 
Seminole herbal 
medicine and 
ancient healing 
practice rolled 
off the presses 
and into the 
hands of its 
authors, Alice 
Snow and Susan 
Enns Stans on 
May 30, 2001. 
the book is a 
first for both of 
the women. 

Healing 
Plants is a 
delightful record 
of generations of 
Seminole tradi- 
tion and knowl- 
edge that has 
been carefully and artfully combined into a valu- 
able and very readable resource for the herbalist. 
Divided into 2 parts, the first part of Healing 
Plants is devoted to a history of the Seminole peo- 
ple, traditional medicine, traditional use of plants, 
and Alice’s own autobiography. Part 1 largely 
deals with traditional medicine from an anthropol- 
ogists point of view regarding ethnobotany, heal- 
ing, and the connection between healing, plants 
and herbs. Part 2 or ‘Alice’s Handbook of 
Seminole Medicine’ covers treatments, remedies, 
and an exquisite plant identification chart for 
Creek speakers. The book features plant names in 
Creek, Mikasuki, English, common, as well as 

botanical. The book is lavishly illustrated the 

‘plants and their properties’ section has 8 pages of 
color photographs that help make the plants easily 
recognizable. Other features included in the book 
are a repertoire of herbs that Alice uses, the Creek 
alphabet, Alice’s genealogy, and a list of plant 
names for Mikasuki speakers. 

“The first thing I got in my mind was 
that I better put it down on paper for my family,” 
Alice told the Seminole Tribune about how the 
book came to be. Fearing that this knowledge 
could become lost forever, the first mention of 
publishing this book was in 1994. As the idea for 

See HEALING, page 12 




Acting Chairman Mitchell Cypress “hotdog- 
ging” for the camera at sports reception. 


2001 Sports 
Festival Held 

By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Tribe 
Sports Festival 2001 was held over Memorial Day 
weekend with activities designed to satisfy every 
athlete. Things got started on Thursday May 24 
with a reception buffet held at the host hotel for 
the event, the Airport Hilton. 

A barbecue buffet, featuring chicken, 
ribs, hamburgers, hot dogs, assorted salads and 
fresh fruit, baked beans, com on the cob and vari- 
ous desserts, was served from 6:30 - 9 p.m. Paul 
“Cowbone” Buster, along with daughter Jessica, 
entertained the group with a selection of songs 
from their CD’s. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday concurrent 
pool and bowling tournaments were held at the 
Hollywood Dog Track and Holiday Bowling 
Center. Sunday afternoon EIRA came to the Bill 
Osceola Rodeo Arena with a full program including 

See SPORTS FESTIVAL, page 10 



Isabel Maria Tucker and Katelyn Rene Young recite pledge during graduation ceremony. 

Hollywood Preschool Graduation 


By Ernie Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD — May 31,2001 Preschool 
Graduates of 2001, presented delighted onlookers and 
parents, with reenactments plays of their favorite chil- 
dren including stories which included Humpty 
Dumpty, Actor: Gerret Osceola,/ The Old Lady in the 
Shoe, Actor: Shelli Billie and -Elyse and Esyra Frank/ 
Peter Peter Pumkin Eater, Actor Neyom Osceola and 
Donte Tiger/ Little Boy Blue, Actor: Neko Osceola/ 
Little Jack Horner, Actor: Manny Baker/ Baa Baa 
Black Sheep Actor: Cameron Osceola/ Little Miss 
Muffet: Isabel Tucker/ Little Bo Peep Actor: Daija 


Baxely/ The Three Little Kittens: Katie Young, 
Adahma Sirota, Alisia Billie and Anissa Osceola./ 
Mary Mary: Jaide Micco/ Hey Diddle Diddle: Wyatt 
North, Aaron Doctor, Julian Billie, Haden Little Bear. 

The graduating students accepted diplomas 
after the play from Hollywood Representatives Carl 
Baxley and Max Osceola, recited the Pledge to the 
American Flag, followed by songs in their own native 
language with the Preschool Language Teachers 
including: Monteele, Twinkle, Twinkle, Twinkle Little 
Star, Wheels on the Bus, Traveling Song. 

See HOLLYWOOD, page 15 


Family Services Attend Wellness 
And Native Men Conference 


By Benny Secody 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM — “Rekindling our 
Warrior Spirit” was the theme for the year’s eighth annu- 
al “Wellness and Native Men” Conference held here on 
May 20-23. 

Ten employees and commu- 
nity men from the Hollywood, Big 
Cypress and Immokalee reservations 
traveled to Albuquerque, to partici- 
pate in the conference. Those who 
attended were Ralph Billie, Mark 
Billieboy, Mike Onco, Benny Secody, 

Mike Smith, Victor Billie, Glenn 
Osceola, Phillip Jumper, Carradine 
Billie and John Hall, Jr. 

The conference was spon- 
sored by Health Promotion Programs 
of The College of Continuing 
Education at The University of 
Oklahoma; and was co-sponsored by 
the American Indian Institute and the 
Native American Prevention Research 
Center. 

Once the group arrived and 
were settled into their respective quar- 
ters on Sunday, they attended a pre- 
conference workshop with a theme 
called “Connecting at the Heart”, pre- 
sented by Ari Ma’ayan. The work- 
shop objectives were to open up to a 
deep connection with other partici- 
pants, commit to taking healthy risks, 
and to get into the spirit of the confer- 


ence. This workshop was an interactive, experiential - 
fun - activity to “break the ice”, loosen up, and get to 
know the others on more than just a spiritual basis and 
connect with the fundamental basis of wellness and the 
conference. 


See WELLNESS, page 5 



Tribal members rekindle their warrior spirit. 



Dr. Patricia Wickman welcomes newly elected 
Big Cypress Board member Paul Bowers. 


New Tribal 

Officials 

Inaugurated 

By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — The Inauguration 
and installation of the newly elected officials for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida was held Monday 
June 4 in the Auditorium of the Tribal 
Government Building. The overwhelming theme 
for the day was unity as present and former Tribal 
officials spoke about the current stream of trou- 
bled waters surrounding the Tribe and the need to 
stick together to remain the “Unconquered” peo- 
ple. 

Tribal members from all the reservations 
came to watch and congratulate those chosen by 
them to represent their communities on the Board 
and Council of the Seminole Tribe and to say 
thank you to the outgoing representatives. 

Moses Osceola Jr. served as Master of 
Ceremonies for the midmorning event. Jack 
Motlow started things off with the invocation. 
Hollywood preschool students, led by Josephine 
Motlow North, recited the pledge to the Seminole 
flag in the Mikusuki language followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag. 

Next up was choir members from the 
Chickee Baptist Church, including 
Communications Director and former Chairman 
Dr. Betty Mae Jumper, who performed two 
gospel hymns, one in Mikusuki. 

President and acting Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress spoke briefly about the “honor and privi- 
lege” of working with the Board and Council for 
the “good of all the Seminoles.” Cypress also 
thanked Chairman James E. Billie, who was in the 
audience, for attending the Inauguration festivities. 

See INNAUGURATED, page 12 


Brighton Pre-K 
Graduation 

By Micheal James 

BRIGHTON — May 29th was a very 
important day for 8 special kids. “You are ready 
to take that big step,” says Louise Gopher, 
Education Coordinator. That big step was gradu- 
ating from Pre-Kindergarten to Kindergarten. 

The graduation exercises began at 6 p.m. 
with the Flag Salute to the American Flag and 
then the Flag Salute to the Seminole Flag, both in 
English and Creek. The seniors then gave a spe- 
cial presentation of the “The Girl that Found 
Corn Seed” which was complete with props and 
performed entirely in Creek. The Juniors were 
just as entertaining with their renditions of the 
Number and Counting Song, Itsy Bitsy Spider 
and Mother Gooney Bird. And as the emcee, 
Thommy Doud said they seemed to enjoy some- 
thing that they initially didn’t want to do. 

Alex Johns, Brighton Board 
Representative, Louise Gopher, Education 
Coordinator, were guest speakers for the evening 
and shared their pride in the students and their 
acknowledgment of all the hard work shown by 
the kids and the parents. 

The commencement exercises were 
completed with the graduates walking down the 

See PRE-K, page 8 
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My Grandmother Was A Saint 


*Dr. Dean Chavers 

I have been writing for over 21 years now. I am the 
second oldest surviving Indian columnist now, after Tim Giago. 
Sometimes I can’t believe I lasted this long. If I have known I 
would lived this long, I would have taken better care of myself. 
(That’s a very old and trite joke.) 

One of the main reasons I have lasted this long is that 
my grandfather saved me. In a real sense, when I was 16 1 was 
headed on the road to no good. Even though I was always near 
the top of my class in school, I was hanging around the wrong 
crowd. 

My father was in the hospital with what we learned 
later was encrusted tuberculosis. His lungs were very weak and 
had lost most of their elasticity. He told me many times he 
would fall asleep on the way home - it might be in a cornfield 
somewhere - and wake up the next morning under a blanket of 
snow. He abused his body. He had been hit with mustard gas in 
Belgium, which started the deterioration of his lungs. The drink- 
ing hastened it. 

Daddy drank liquor from the time he was a teenager 
until he was 50. In those days, it was illegal for Indians to drink 
anything. But everyone knew where all the bootleggers were. 
Daddy knew them all by first name. One of his best friends, an 
Indian he called Cagle, had served time in federal pen for boot- 
legging. Cagle was a real regular visitor to our house. 

His last binge, which I can barley remember, lasted 
three weeks. He was drunk every day during that time. Then it 
took him two or three weeks to sober up. During that time, the 
only thing he could eat was soup. He could not keep any solid 
food down. So Uncle Bill Thompson, one of his best friends, 
started calling him “Soupy.” The name only took with a few 
close friends, including a legendary drinker named Jackie 
Brooks who visited our house for years. 

When he finally got straight, which meant he had recov- 
ered from alcohol poisoning, he never drank another drop. Right 
after that binge, he started having to go the VA hospital on a reg- 
ular basis. 

He might stay a week or two, or he might stay three 
months. The last time he went, he stayed 35 months. He died in 
that 35th month. 

In the meantime, that first year he was in the hospital, I 
went kind of wild. I was running around with a gang of half out- 
laws. I was the youngest of the crowd. The oldest went to 
prison that same year for shooting up a house. Another one is in 
prison now for killing his wife. The other two never went to 
prison, as far as I know, but none of us was up to any good. 

It had gotten to the point that my mother could no 
longer control me. I was 16, and I thought I was a man. I did a 
man’s work, running the farm by myself when Daddy was in the 
hospital. But I was an angry young boy. 

I followed Daddy’s example. Our gang’s main activity 
was meeting at the juke joint every Friday and Saturday night, 
getting something to drink, and going off somewhere to get a 
drunk. The one who shot up the house was dead drunk in his car 
when we tried to wake him up the night before he did the shoot- 
ing. I still don’t know why he shot up that house. 

The one who killed his wife (which happened years 
after I left the state) was in a drunken rage, I was told. Alcohol 
made all of us do some dumb things. It made me think I was 
somebody. One of my friends, a girl, told me she had always 
respected me until she found out I drank. I just waved it off at 
the time, but obviously her comment is still with me today. 

I had no idea what I would do with my life, which was 
just one of my frustrations. At that time, in that place, there 
were two options open to me. I could become a farmer, which 
required no college education, or I could go to college and 
become a teacher and teach Indian kids. 

There were no other options open to me. I could not 
become a banker, an agricultural agent, an engineer, a scientist, a 
doctor, a journalist, a dentist. These options were not open to 
Indians at that time. I knew I wanted to go to college, but the 
thought of the “Red Ceiling” (most professions not open to 
Indians; I just made that up) frustrated the life out of me. 

My grandparents lived in Virginia, and we lived in 
North Carolina. My Aint Dimple, Grandpa’s baby sister, knew 
what was going on with me. Unbeknownst to me, she wrote a 


letter to Grandma telling her what was going on. She told 
Grandma if she wanted to save me, her oldest grandchild, she 
had better come get me. I didn’t learn about this letter until 
years later. 

In the meantime, I caught a ride with Willie Bowen, 
Momma’s cousin, from where we lived in North Carolina to 
where Grandpa and Grandma lived in Virginia. Willie was haul- 
ing watermelons and cantaloupes from Florida to Washington, 
DC, so I literally caught a ride on a watermelon truck. 

Willie dropped me off in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, 
ate dinner with us, and kept driving to Washington. Three days 
later, when he had sold all his watermelons at the Farmer’s 
Market, he came back through and picked me up. I rode with 
him back home, and started packing. They had agreed to let me 
move in with them. 

Grandpa and Grandma came to pick me up on 
September 1, 1957. I had gone out with the gang the night 
before, my last night in town, and had too much white lightning. 

I woke up that morning with a tremendous thirst and a headache. 
I drank about a quart of water, then threw up the water and the 
rest of what was in my stomach half an little later. Then I want 
back to bed and slept it off. 

They took me back to Virginia with them. All their kids 
were gone, and Grandma and Grandpa lived by themselves. One 
son and his family lived just down the road. The other five lived 
in different states - New York, North Carolina, Colorado. My 
Aunt Claire’s husband Eddie was in Korea, so she was living 
with her parents temporarily. 

A couple of weeks later, I started school in the county 
seat of Dinwiddie. I was the only nonwhite person in the school. 
I had to ride a bus eight miles to school. We went past the Black 
high school, Southside, and the Black students from the southern 
part of the county rode past our school on the way to their 
school. (I later thought about the hypocrisy of the anti-busing 
whites protesting the costs of busing. They had already been 
bearing the cost for years.) 

Grandma never said a word to me about my gang. 
Neither did Grandpa. In the six years I lived with them, he only 
lost his temper with me one time. That was quite a miracle, con- 
sidering that he had a terrible temper. 

Grandma acted as if it was perfectly normal to take in a 
grandchild. She acted as it nothing out of the ordinary had hap- 
pened. 

Grandma taught me by example. She chided me if I 
had anything bad to say about anyone. “Would you want some- 
one saying that about you?’ she would ask. 

She was a genius. I think that if she had ever taken an 
IQ test she would have scores above 150, which would have put 
her into top 1% of the population. She could understand people. 
She had insight into human nature. And she was very patient 
with me. 

She never mentioned the gang I had run around with. 
She never brought up any of my past. She acted as if she 
expected me to behave well, and get good grades. Working hard 
was a given. As farmers we all had to work hard. 

She was a tiny lady, never weighing much over a hun- 
dred pounds. She wore a bonnet when she went out in the sun to 
pick beans for 

She went as far as she could in school - the eighth 
grade. That was the top grade for Indians before World War II. 

In fact, she taught school for most of a decade before she mar- 
ried Grandpa when he came back from the War. 

She played the piano and the organ, even though she 
had never had lessons. She just picked it up. She was very 
humble. She was a sincere Christian lady. She was very ener- 
getic. Even at 70 years of age she never walked; she ran every- 
where she went. She had more than her share of aphorisms, and 
shared them with me liberally. Three of her six children earned 
college degrees, and the other three could have but didn’t want 
them. 

She was a remarkable lady and an inspiration to me. 
Because of her I earned four college degrees, including three 
from Stanford University. I miss her every day, even through 
she died in 1983. Her spirit will be with me the rest of my life. 

— Dean Chavers is a columnist 


Farewell Margaret Cypress 


A nother Seminole tribal citizen, 
Margaret Cypress, passed away on 
May 15, 2001. Margaret had been a 
diabetic for a long time and had been stricken 
with a stroke last year. She had been in a nurs- 
ing home in Ft. Myers until her death. 

Margaret was an Immokalee resi- 
dent for over 20 years. She spent her earlier 
years at Big Cypress reservation. Her father 
was Bouton and her mother was Sally John, 
both from Big Cypress (both deceased). Her 
survivors are sons, Matthew Oters and 
Charles Cypress, and grandsons, and grand- 
daughter, and great-grandkids. 

Margaret’s funeral was held at Big 



Cypress First Seminole Baptist Church and was 
buried at Big Cypress Cemetery. She had been a 
member at Big Cypress First Seminole Baptist 
Church where she was saved at a young age. Her 
father and her mother were also members at the 
same church. 

Her sons, grandchildren, and great-grand- 
children will miss Margaret, and also by the peo- 
ple at the Immokalee reservation and also the 
Seminole Tribe. 

I pray for the loved ones, relatives, and 
friends, that God comforts every one. 

Hem mung ala ka 

God Bless 

Cowbone 
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6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Editor: 

I wish to find out how to write 
(my sons my world) in the Seminole 
Indian language. If that information could 
be obtained and e mailed to me It would 
be wonderful. Thank you, 

Eric W. Wimberly 

Downtown417@aol.com 

Dear Eric; 

I am not complety understand- 
ing your question , “My sons my world. ” 
But I will answer as best as I can. My 
sons: a - choots - ho - nuc - nee (achoot- 
shonuchee), My world: a - may- e - he 
(amayeke). I hope this will help. 

“ Cowbone ” 

Raw (email, doc) 

Editor: 

I am doing a report for school 
about the Seminole Indians and I need 
some 

more information and possibly pictures of 
the area and the surroundings of 
where the houses were built at, and I 
would like to know if there were 
rivers or lakes around the houses that they 
lived in. 

Rhcpgecko@aol.com 


Seminole Tribal Member Paul Buster 
“Cowbone” replies: 

I don ’t fully understand your 
questions. However , I will assume that 
your questions are about how we 
Seminoles used to live. 

Our villages (dwellings) were in 
the cypress swamps and our housing was 
call “chickees” (it means a house). The 
surroundings were of cypress trees , water 
and foliage of the environment. 

There were small streams , but 
no big rivers or lakes. 

Today , most of the Seminoles 
live in modern houses and communities. 

I do not have any pictures at 
this time. You may find something on our 
website at www.seminoletribe.com. 

Editor: 

Could you please email me a 
copy of your EIRA royalty rules, I am 
comparing these rules with different rodeo 
associations. Thank you. 

Beverly Abrahamson 

Bubbles@colvilletribes.com 

Seminole Tribune contributor Tommy 
Benn replies: 

The Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association follows all Professional 


Rodeo Cowboy Association rules as far 
as scoring and mark out rules judging 
up to 100 points: 50 points per ride , 25 
per animal and 25 per contestant. 

Time events too are in the 
PRCA guidelines, broker barriers 2nd 
and 3rd hoop clean catcher and throws. 
All rodeos however may have individual 
arena rules of their own. 

To enter an EIRA Rodeo the 
contestant must be from a Federally 
Recognized Tribe and have a tribal 
enrollment number and blood quantum. 

Team Florida Swimming Time Trials 
Saturday, June 30, 2001 

Do you want to know if you 
could qualify for the Sunshine State 
Games? And for Team Florida t the 2002 
North American Indigenous Games? 

If you do. . .we will be having 
the 2 nd qualifying time trial at the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame 
Pool in Ft. Fauderdale at 10:00 a.m. on 
Sat., June 30. There will be 1 time trial 
per month*. Some events will be held at 
local swimming meets. The team will be 
picked by the end of this year, so if 
you’re interested, then call Kristin to sign 
up at (954) 989-9457. 

* 2 time trails for the months of 
June and September. 


Nuk-bak-shok-cha the’ (Pelicans) 



Welcome To The New Ki 
On The Block 


B ig Cypress First Baptist Church at 
Big Cypress Indian Reservation 
had been without a pastor for a few 
month, since Howard Micco resigned his 
position. Reverend Micco served at Big 
Cypress for several years, but due to his 
health conditions he relinquished his post 
at the end of last year. 

Moses (Bigg Shot) Jumper and a 
few other spirit- 
filled men kept the 
holy pulpit filled for 
a few months with- 
out its pastor. 

Ever since 
the church had been 
dedicated to serve 
the Almighty God in 
the rural backwoods 
where it seemed like 
God wouldn’t exist. 

In the seemingly 
forsaken swamps, 
where only alliga- 
tors, snakes and 
mosquitoes live, 
there stood a little 
swamp Southern 
Baptist Church for 
fifty or sixty years. 

It’s doors were 
never closed, services had been help 
every Sundays and Wednesdays, ever 
since God blessed it for His wondrous 
and wonderful work. 

Now there is a new pastor at the 
church with his family. Prayerfully the 


church seeked for the spirit-led man to 
feed the flock and provide spiritual lead- 
ership to the church and the community. 

Reverend Salan Hummingbird, 
his wife Brenda, daughter Shelly and 
grandson Ethan arrived in Big Cypress on 
Wednesday May, 16. He is from Stillwell, 
Oklahoma, he attended Fourkiller Baptist 
Church. 


We with his and his family well 
while serving God among the Seminoles 
in South Florida. 

God bless you and your ministry, 

Hem mung ala ka 
“Cowbone” 



(L-R) Brenda, Ethan, Shelly and Salan Hummingbird. 



and double check . . . 


Look at each picture. How many differences can you find? 
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Reflections By Patsy West 


Pine Island Settlement 


R ecently, I was fortunate to locate new information 

regarding the history of the three historic Seminole habi- 
tation islands called the Pine Island Complex of which 
the Hollywood Reservation is a significant part. The large 
islands of the settlement complex, Big City (Hollywood Res), 
Pine Island and Long Key were unique. At 29 feet above sea 
level, Pine Island was the highest point in Broward County. 
They were located in the Everglades basin and could be 
reached by canoe by going up New River and entering the 
Everglades. For most of the year, they were accessible only by 
canoe, but during seasonal droughts when there was little 
water, footpaths connected the islands. In the nineteenth centu- 
ry before the drainage of the southeastern Everglades, these 
islands were the most significant Seminole settlements in the 
area. Documentation shows that they were occupied by 
Seminoles at least as early as 1828, seven years before the 
Second Seminole War. 

Kirk Munroe was a nationally known author of books 
for young readers in the latter nineteenth century living in 
Coconut Grove just south of Miami. He was friendly with the 
Seminoles and they were the subject of a number of his books. 
By the turn of the century, Munroe became increasingly con- 
cerned about the welfare of the Seminoles as investors and 
farmers moved in to develop the area and plans to drain the 


eastern Everglades were the topic of the day. 

Recently, I located a letter from Munroe that tells of 
his role in attempting to acquire the Seminoles’ Pine Island 
Complex as a federal reservation. Most importantly, the letter, 
written July 20, 1907, details how and when the Seminoles 
abandoned Pine Island and Long Key, a fact that until now 
was not clear. 

In 1898, A. J. Duncan was hired by the federal gov- 
ernment to locate suitable area to designate as reservation land 
for the Florida Seminoles. Kirk Munroe accompanied Duncan 
into the eastern Everglades in 1899. Munroe noted that at that 
time on the mainland, the high coastal ridge between the ocean 
and the Everglades (in the areas of Ft. Lauderdale, Hollywood 
and Miami), there was “no territory left available for reserva- 
tion purposes.” 

Big City Island, a large Seminole habitation island 
where Hollywood Reservation is today, had already been aban- 
doned by 1898 because it was so close to the mainland. 
However, some four miles into the Everglades on Long Key 
(which today has Flamingo Gardens on the eastern end of the 
former island) they “found three Indian camps and extensive, 


well-cultivated fields.” Munroe found “the bulk of their more 
permanent habitations is on Pine Key (Pine Island), which is 
high, dry and sandy.” Pine Island today is a green area for Pine 
Island Ridge Development that surrounds the upper portion of 
the island. The lower section has been preserved as well and is 
managed by Broward County Parks as Tree Tops Park. It is 
surrounded by the developments of Forest Ridge and West 
Ridge. 

In 1902, Munroe noted that “Indians well known to 
me, reported that white men had driven them from Long Key, 
and were gathering the crops that they - the Indians had plant- 
ed.” A couple of years later, the state’s drainage operations 
were begun near Pine Island. While the impact of drainage 
would alter Seminole lifestyle forever, Pine Island, their largest 
settlement in southeastern Florida, was unfortunately on 
ground zero. As the drainage program’s North New River 
Canal and South New River Canal began to be dredged, they 
ran to the north and to the south of the island. Munroe ’s corre- 
spondence graphically portrays an onslaught on this last major 
Seminole refuge: “Men from the dredgers raided Pine Key 
(Island) destroying what they could not carry away. 
Consequently the Indians have deserted those islands and 
removed deeper into the Glades where they are now living on 
low wet, and very insalubrious islands, many of which I visit- 
ed last winter (1906).” 

“Several of my 
Indian friends have 
been to see me this 
spring bringing me 
complaints of much 
sickness among their 
families which they 
attribute to the bad 
drinking water of these 
low, wet keys, and the 
lack of dry places on 
which to build their 
shacks.” 

“White men living 
on New River, publicly 
boast that, having driv- 
en the Indians from the 
mainland, they will 
now drive them from 
all the Everglades Keys 
suitable for cultivation, 
and the Indians them- 
selves are in despair.” 

A technicality in 
the swamp lands act 
allowed Pine Island and 
Long Key to be 
removed as “Indian 
land.” Munroe spoke 
about this situation: “To 
my mind the withdraw- 
al of the two Keys 
named, from reservation, and the throwing of them open to 
white occupation, would be an act of the utmost inhumanity to 
a peaceful, law-abiding, self-respecting, and industrious, peo- 
ple. If the Indians can be assured of protection, and unmolest- 
ed ownership of the keys, they are certain to return to them 
sooner or later.” 

In closing his letter he asked if it was “advisable” to 
“call at the Indian Department in Washington” and give “fur- 
ther information” concerning this matter. There is certainly no 
doubt about Kirk Munroe ’s mindset as he chose the phrases: 
“having driven,” “they will now drive,” “white occupation,” 
and “utmost inhumanity.” He wanted the receiver of his letter, 
an attorney whose council he sought, to feel the anger, the out- 
rage and even the helplessness of being run out of your home 
and off of your land. Today, ninety-nine years later, this month, 
Mr. Munroe ’s well chosen words still evoke the same emo- 
tions. Emotions, that, since sovereignty has been recognized 
and new reservations have been created in Tampa, Ft. Pierce, 
and Immokalee, no Tribal member will ever be forced to 
endure again. 

— Reflections Number 190 



Church To Hold Vacation Bible School 


Swamp Safari Makes 
Travel Channel’s “Top 10” 



Billie Swamp Safari Airboat Guide Keith Davis explains how airboats operate to the 
Travel Channel’s film crew (1. to r.) Producer/Director Marvin Rawman, Cameraman 
Mo Moghari, and Audioman Brent Bader. 


By Lucy Evanicki 

BIG CYPRESS — The Travel 
Channel is producing a one-hour program 
entitled “South Florida’s Top 10” featuring 
the Billie Swamp Safari, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s Eco-heritage wildlife 
park, along with nine other interesting and 
exciting must-do’s in America’s southern 
region. 

“The show will air this coming fall 
to an audience of over 50 million house- 
holds world-wide,” said Lucy Evanicki, the 
Safari’s Marketing Director. 

Of course, the center of attention 
for the “must-do” was the Safari’s swamp 
buggy Eco-tour, complete with a visit to 
see Superman, and an airboat ride. 

In addition, Frank Davis, from the 
Safari’s mechanic shop, explained how the 
swamp buggies are hand-made right on 
site. Frank’s nephew Keith Davis, who took 
the Travel Channel crew on its “must-do” 


airboat ride, helped the crew understand 
just how an airboat is made and how it 
operates. 

Also included in the “Top 10” 
were Miami’s Calle Ocho Festival, diving 
the underwater national park in Key Largo, 
swimming with dolphins at the research 
center, the fabulous sunset and performers 
at Mallory Square in Key West, the ele- 
gance and thrill of Polo matches in Palm 
Beach, and the beach party known as 
“Volleypalooza”. 

Billie Swamp Safari is located 
about an hour west of Ft. Lauderdale off 
Alligator Alley at Exit 14 on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Reservation. The Safari 
is open year round (closed Christmas Day) 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. For further 
information, call (800) 949-6101 or (863) 
983-6101 or log on to the Safari’s website 
at www.seminoletribe.com/safari. 



Peggy Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Lee Tiger, Seminole Tourism along with 
Tribal Representatives from Canada and the United States attending the ITB. 


Conference Promotes 
International Tourism 


By K. B. Schaller 

HOLLYWOOD — The ninth annual Vacation Bible 
school will begin and end with a splash this year as Surf’ n 
VBS, the theme of this summer’s program for area youth’s, 
kicks off on Sunday, July 8. It will splashdown with a back- 
yard beach party on Thursday, July 12, culminating the five- 
day seminar. The sessions will be held nightly from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Chickee Baptist Church, on the corner of 64™ Avenue 
and Josie Billie. 

“The program presents God’s word for youths 
through visuals, games, and other interactive activities. There 
will also be music, singing, storytelling, and crafts. We will 


serve refreshments, and students will have the opportunity to 
earn prizes,” states Rev. Arlen Payne, who has been pastor of 
the church for more than ten years. “We serve students from 
toddlers to teens, so we are challenged to make the presenta- 
tions interesting to a wide range of maturational levels.” 

Rev. Payne also states that Surf’ n VBS classes will 
be taught by a trained staff of teachers, mentors, and coun- 
selors, and that nursery care is provided for infants. 

“Last year’s VBS attracted over 100 area youths. All 
were eager to attend a summer school that did not require them 


to make up failed grades. Instead, they learned about the 
Bible’s account of the creation of the heavens, Earth, all living 
things, and the personal plan that God has for the life of every 
human being,” Rev. Payne further states. 

A talented actor himself, the pastor entertained an 
audience of parents, and children whose ages ranged from 
babes-in-arms to teenagers. The onlookers laughed, cheered, 
and applauded Rev. Payne as he performed with his puppet, 
“Edgar T.” Another favorite of last year’s VBS was “Freddie’s 
Gang.” The Muppet-like characters “lip-synched” to stirring 
gospel music, and brought squeals of laughter form small fry 
and grown-ups alike with other comic antics. The Freddie’s 

Gang Secret Society animat- 
ed the characters; a church 
youth group whose mem- 
bers’ identities are kept 
secret. 

Students who memorized 
certain Bible verses won 
“Bible Bucks,” redeemable 
at the church’s vacation 
bible school store. 

The classes were made 
even more relevant to 
Native youths as they 
learned Bible songs translat- 
ed into the Creek language 
by Judy Baker, who was one 
of last summer’s teachers 
and mentors. 

When asked what was her 
favorite VBS activity, Talina 
Castillo, a third grader who 
has attended the summer 
jg Bible classes “since I was 
| little” remarked that she 
£ enjoyed most the penny 
p wars. “I like it when the 
girls go against the boys in 
donating pennies to help pay 
for our classes. The group 
that raises the most pennies 
wins. I think they should 
keep on having it every 

Rev. Payne was noncommittal when asked if 
“Freddie’s Gang”, “Edgar T”, the penny wars, and other 
favorites from last year would return for a reprise. “Perhaps we 
could work them,’ he states. “Things are still in the planning 
stage.” After a pause, the soft-spoken pastor added, “But be on 
the lookout, all of them just may appear again this year.” 

For more information about Vacation Bible School, 
contact Rev. Arlen Payne at Chickee Baptist Church, or call 
(954) 894-5651. 



Rev. Payne entertains a (mostly) attentive group of VBS youngsters. 


year. 



(L-R): Tom Gallaher, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum; 
Alfredo Gonzalez, Marketing Director Greater Ft. 
Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau, Lee 
Tiger, Florida Seminole Tourism. 


Submitted by Lee Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD 

Thanks to promotion of nature- 
based heritage tourism by Visit 
Florida, Inc., the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, and Seminole 
Tourism, the Seminole Tribe has 
been enjoying a steady increase 
in the number of international 
and domestic visitors to the Ah- 
Tha-Thi-Ki Museum and Billie 
Swamp Safari, despite the 
American and European econom- 
ic slump. 

In recent months, 

Seminole Tourism has partnered 
with Visit Florida, Inc. and the 
Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
at travel shows, such as the ITB 
Tourism Convention in Germany. 

Travel shows allow the 
tour companies and general pub- 
lic the opportunity to discover the travel 
and vacation options available in Florida. 
This year, several Tribes from the Canada 
and the United States attended the ITB and 
witnessed the level of international interest 
in Native American tourism and the eco- 
nomic opportunities that can arise out of 
contacts made during these shows. 

In May, the Travel Industry of 
America (TIA) hosted the International 
Pow-Wow in Orlando, Florida. The 


International Pow-Wow is an international 
marketplace for inbound US travel suppli- 
ers during three days of 20-minute, pre- 
scheduled appointments. 

Presidential candidate A1 Gore was 
the guest speaker at the closing luncheon, 
underscoring the fact that this is the most 
important US travel convention, featuring 
only the best in American Tourism, such as 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and the Billie 
Swamp Safari. 



Tom Gallaher along with American Pavillion staff, doning authentic Seminole vests for 
the five day convention. 
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Community News 

Severe Drought Conditions Continue 



Pier stands in stark contrast to parched waterfront. 


By Michael Janies 

Based on South Florida Water 
Management’s water resource monitoring net- 
work and a variety of external sources of 
information, the District still has serious con- 
cerns about the availability of sufficient water 
supplies to meet the needs of all water users. 

Florida has suffered from this 
drought for more than two years, and this 
summer’s rains of lack of rains have not been 
enough to replenish water resources in the 
District’s 16 county region. Resulting from 
this, the hydro logic conditions continue to 
show a decline. In November, aquifer levels 
were already two feet to more than six feet 
below the low end of their normal ranges, and 
many rivers and lakes had already reached | 
extraordinarily low levels. The District’s con- £ 
tinuous tracking indicates conditions which % 
have produced a more severe scenario that the 
record lows of last spring. 

Again, the District continues to ask 
all water users to adhere to the water restric- 
tions and that everyone from individual 
homeowners to major farms and mining oper- 
ations continue to exhibit conservation and 
take the proper steps to ensure the public’s 
safety, health, and welfare for the coming 
months. 

However, because of substantial 
rainfall in the past weeks this has created the 
opportunity for the South Florida Water 
Management District to back pump the rain- 
fall runoff into Lake Okeechobee to boost its 
critically low water level of 9.02 feet above 



Lake Okeechobee Lock 7. 


sea level and enhance water supply storage. 
The lake serves as the backup water supply 
system for most of the South Florida popula- 
tion, agricultural areas and the environment. 
The order was given by District Executive 
Director Frank Finch to start the back pump- 
ing almost immediately. 

“For the district to prepare for the 
next dry season and address the extreme water 
supply deficit caused by record low rainfall 
over the past 18 months, moving water from 
the south for storage in the lake is essential,” 
Finch said. “Continued compliance with mod- 
ified Phase II restrictions and water conserva- 
tion even during the rainy summer months are 
also essential to help build up our water sup- 
ply. It’s going to take some time.” 

If Lake Okeechobee does not reach 
approximately 12 feet above sea level by 
November, a multitude of adverse impacts 
could result such as extreme residential and 
commercial water use restrictions, impacts to 
drinking water wellfields, loss of crops and 
livestock, irreversible saltwater intrusion dam- 
age to coastal wells, and impacts to threatened 
and endangered species. 

Back pumping is permitted by the 
Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection through an Emergency Order 
issued in April 2001 that allows the District to 
back pump for water supply augmentation. 

The Order is designed to balance the protec- 
« tion of the lake with the need for water sup- 
| ply. The District is required to perform exten- 
2 sive water quality and biological monitoring 
| during back pumping events. In addition, the 
§ District is required to implement several miti- 
gation projects and assist the DEP in a full 
assessment of any environmental impacts. 


The latest report on the levels of the 
lake have determined that although with the 
thunderstorms and rainfall, while small in 
scale, did provide significant activity for some 
areas around Lake Okeechobee including the 
Indian Prairie area. The forecasts are continu- 
ing to call for afternoon showers around the 
lake and north of the lake. Lake Okeechobee 
is at 9.02 feet above sea level, which is down 
from 9.05 on Thursday. If rainfall amounts are 
adequate in the Everglades Agricultural Area, 
rainfall runoff will be captured and used to 
increase the water supply in Lake 
Okeechobee. Water quality and flow volumes 
will be closely monitored during this process. 

The recent comparisons of water 
usage by county have solely focused on what 
is being used by the utilities. When there were 
no restrictions in place the amount of water 
pumped through the public water supply is 
down by 11%. Water users need to continue to 
be vigilant with water use both inside and out- 
side their homes. Diversion and 
Impoundment, which takes water from the 
regional water storage and distributes it 
through the canal system, as provided an 83% 
cutback. Golf course usage was down 28% 
from April 2000. 

The Lake Okeechobee Agricultural 
Service Area is down 60% , saving approxi- 
mately 47 billion gallons during the month. 
Domestic lawn use consumption is down 
55%. 

The District reminds us that it is 
important that we remain extremely vigilant 
during the wet season with conservation 
efforts as we continue through a serious water 
shortage and a large deficit in Lake 
Okeechobee, our backup water supply. 


Landscaping In The Drought 

By Michael James 

SEMINOLE COUNTRY — Has the drought made your yard 
look like it belongs in the desert? Well good news to those of us, who, 
despite the conditions, would still like to maintain a seemingly attractive 
yard. 

With water restrictions here to stay and becoming stricter, it is 
time to take another look at what you have growing in your yard. 

There are plants that are drought resistant and attractive. Tough 
plants are necessary for these tough times. Heat and drought tolerant vari- 
eties include trees, shrubs, ground covers, perennials, annuals and even a 
few fruiting plants. Someof the varieties are native to Florida. Some plants 
can also survive on natural rainfall once they have been established. 

In periods of lengthened drought like we are currently experienc- 
ing, plants will not look as lush as they would during periods of normal 
rainfall and the production of flowers and fruit will be diminished. Still, 
with plentiful use of mulch and infrequent but deep irrigation, homeowners 
should be able to create and sustain quality, attractive landscaping using 
these plants. 

This type of landscaping would change significantly the way 
landscapes are generally designed in Florida. Besides more extensive use 
of mulch, it would include creating more tree canopy and reduce the 
amount of more water intensive plants, such as turf and annual flowers. 
Instead, the use of ground covers and flowering perennials would be 
emphasized. 

The plants listed are some of the most drought tolerant plants 
available in the nursery trade or garden shops. Some of the plants, which 
will be noted, have been known to experience significant problems and 
should probably be used sparingly. 

This is probably a good time to try out different drought tolerant 
plants and increase their percentages in our landscapes. Water restrictions 
allow for irrigation as needed during a limited establishment period. Most 
plants should be hand watered during establishment. With any luck, by the 
end of the establishment period the rainy season will greet us and new 
plantings can be fully established naturally before the next dry season. 
Listed are a few drought plants: 

Shade trees: Live oak, Camphor, Red Cedar, Crape Myrtle, Jacaranda, 
American Holly, Redbay 

Palms: Butia, Chinese Fan Palm, King Sago, Coconut Palm, Cabbage 
Palm, Saw Palmetto, Windmill Palm 

Shrubs: Allamanda, Firecracker Plant, Firebush, Texas Sage, Frangipani, 
Seagrape, Powderpuff, Croton, Juniper 

Fruiting Plants: Lychee, Citrus, Pomegranate, Muscadine Grape, 
Macademia, Mango 

Groundcovers, Perennials and Vines: Lantana, Golden Aster, Ironweed, 

Sea Oats, Butterfly Pea, Purple Queen, Twinflower, Gazania, Cone Flower, 
Beach Sunflower, Perennial Peanut 

Annual Flowers: Ornamental Pepper, Salvia, Cosmos, Verbena, Marigold, 
Nasturtium, Barbados Cherry, Pineapple, Avocado, Blackberry, Guava, 
Loquat 

Drought Tolerant Plants (With Problems): 

Schefflera, Invasive; Yucca, thorns: Indian Hawthorn, diseases; 
Oleander, twig blight, disease, caterpillars; Buttercup, seeds out prolifical- 
ly; Yellow Poinciana, weak wooded; Orchid Tree, weak and messy; 
Pittosporum, diseases; Weeping fig, invasive; Mimosa, invasive; 
Bougainvillea, thorns, rampant growth; Wedelia, invasive; Oyster plant, 
invasive; Vinca, diseases; Asparagus sprengen, very prickly and invasive; 
Bahiagrass, needs acid soil, mole and crickets; Floss silk tree, thorns on 
trunk; Indian Rosewood, diseases and weak wooded; Golden Raintree, 
seedlings sprout everywhere; Eleagnus, can require much pruning and 
thorns; Queen Palm, diseases, nutrient deficiencies; Canary Island Date 
Palm, diseases, bad thorns, palm weevils; Needle Palm, thorns on trunk; 
Senegal Date Palm, bad thorns on clumps; Washington Palm, excessive 
height, palm weevil; Pampas Grass, stems sharp on edges; 

Annual flowers will be killed by freezes. Perennials may be killed 
back but will often come back from the base once warmer weather arrives. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 



Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 



413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 



American Indian Outreach 


The Florida Department of 
Transportation - the largest contracting agency 
in state government - runs a Native American 
Outreach Program seeking people interested in 
pursing contracts with the FDOT. 

Don’t be left behind. If you or a family 
member are interested in pursing contracts 
with the FDOT, or have any questions con- 
cerning the Native American Outreach pro- 
gram, please call me, at (954) 370-3900. 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
N eglcct 
Slip & Falls 
'IVaffic Violations 



Anthony ''Tony" Sealer 
3 rilial Vlcm her Pn-eh In at Islcta 



Asa Native American, l respect 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 




The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7fl Avc. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 


Tire hiring of si lawyer is an imfiortiial decision [hat should not be 
based solely iipun advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to scud 
you free written in form a linn ahnnl our qualifications and experience. 






The Seminole Tribune 


5 


June 15, 2001 


Health Corner 



Wellness 

Continued from page 1 

Following Sunday’s short pre-conference 
workshop, participants attended the orientation for 
new attendees, which was hosted by Ricardo Torres 
and Patrick Trujillo. A welcome gathering ended 
the first day’s activities, which provided entertain- 
ment and team building. Mr. Gordon James served 
as Master of Ceremonies for the gathering. 

Monday’s activities began early - too early 
for many of the participants (as was evidenced by 
the lack of participants). An energetic Barbie 
Johnson was eager to start the day off at 6:30 with 
an hour-long aerobic workout. This activity proved 
to be one of the least favorites for the Seminole par- 
ticipants. The Sunrise walk and sweats were more 
to the liking of the male attendees and many eager- 
ly joined those activities each day. 

Those who opted for breakfast enjoyed 
meeting participants from other Tribes and some 
renewed old acquaintances. Everyone finished up 
the early morning activities and congregated for the 
opening general session. Jose Ramon opened the 
session with a prayer, and again, Gordon James 
served as Master of Ceremonies. He introduced Dr. 
Everett Rhoades, who presented the topic “What is 
it with men?” - which was an overview of the 
health status indicator for Native men. Dr. Rhoades, 
a member of the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma, has 
been involved in Indian affairs for many years on a 
local, state, and national level. He has dedicated 
much of his life to Indian Health Service, and is 
presently the director of the University of 
Oklahoma - College of Public Health. 

After a half hour break, workshops were 
held throughout the day. Keeping each workshop 
short, participants remained attentive and enjoyed 
the presentations. Some of the more popular work- 
shops included “Livin’, Laughin’ and Lovin’” - pre- 
sented by Tim Tall Chief. 

Objectives were on teamwork, 
problem solving and communica- 
tion skills. 

“Traditional Healing from 
Loss and Grief’ afforded partici- 
pants the chance to interact with 
others and actively participate in a 
discussion. It stressed taking a 
strong approach in defining the 
meaning of loss and grief in a com- 
parison with traditional healing. 

The groups discussed resources to 
traditional healing and were 
requested to combine verbal dia- 
logue with interactions and Native 
American ceremony during this ses- 
sion. 

Armando Gonzales, who 
presented this workshop, urged the 
participants to look into the com- 
plexities and diversity of detecting 
the source of loss and grief with an 
emphasis on Native American tradi- 
tions, values and beliefs; then 
explore the possibilities and avenues for defining 
and discovering the path to traditional healing from 
loss and grief. 

Throughout this session, partici- 
pants identified how this combination of traditional 
spirituality, past and present is incorporated and 
applied to daily life. 

A short overview on the other workshops 
provided was “Rising out of the Whirlwind of 
Multi- Cultural Relationships. This workshop 
focused on developing a greater understanding of 
the strengths and weaknesses that are unique to 
inter-racial and inter-Tribal relationships. 

“Traditional Use, Not Abuse: 
Protecting our Past and Present” was geared toward 
the abuse of tobacco products and the group learned 
about the Native American Tobacco Coalition of 
Oklahoma which was organized to encourage posi- 
tive lifestyles and healthy living. 

After the lunch, participants resumed 
workshop attendance. The afternoon’s agenda pro- 
vided choices of a workshop on “Native Foods for 
Native Peoples: A Return to the Future” which 
incorporated ways to include traditional foods into a 
Western diet, cooking methods, disease and Native 
diet pre-contact. 

Other participants chose the workshop 
called “Strong-hearted Warriors: Healing Ourselves 
with Love and Connectedness”. Objectives of this 
session were to develop loving ways of connecting 
with ourselves and others, how to experience heal- 
ing-guided meditations for feeling loved and receiv- 
ing optimal wellness and how to rejuvenate mind, 
body heart and spirit. 

The workshop selections were boundless 
for the four-day conference. Many of the sessions 
were repeated daily for those who were somewhere 
else the previous day and missed a particular one 
they wanted to attend. Mr. Daniel Bejar presented a 
workshop geared to Native American veterans, 


which was aptly titled “Healing of Warriors with 
Respect”. This workshop targeted the barriers in 
providing health services to our Native American 
vets, and included a video and experiential talking 
circle. 

One particular workshop, which was of 
interest to many participants, was “Take One Giant 
Leap Backward.” The objectives for this session 
was to obtain information on important topics relat- 
ing to relapse, to identify practical and useful ideas 
in minimizing the chances of a relapse and to how 
to recognize the relapse trap, and how to guard 
against falling into old behaviors. It explored steps 


that could lead to relapse and steps to use to avoid a 
relapse. This session was both enlightening and 
interesting; and very beneficial - even to those in 
recovery for many years. 

Each evening, participants were offered a 
variety of wellness activities such as talking circles, 
workouts, walks, sweats, and stress management 
activities. An A A meeting was also offered. On 
Monday’s agenda, a Gourd Dance and Contest 
Powwow were held. Most of the participants 
attended and enjoyed the activity as the end of a 
good day. 

With Tuesday’s workshops selected, the 
participants headed off to their respective choices, 
with many opting to attend a session presented by 
Billy Mills, an Oglala/Lakota Olympic gold-medal 
winner. “Accepting the Warrior Challenge” was the 
name of his presentation, in which he bases his 
message on character and targets today’s youth. 
Mills, raised on the Pine Ridge Reservation, stated 
he chose running as a positive focus in his life. He 
attended the University of Kansas on an athletic 
scholarship, and upon his graduation, was commis- 
sioned as an officer in the United States Marine 
Corps, where he trained for the Olympics. 

He became the only Native American to 
win a gold medal in the 1 -thousand meters that he 
set a record that still stands today, (which he won in 
the 1964 Tokyo Olympic games.) His accomplish- 
ments remain a great source of pride to American 
Indian people. 

Other workshops offered on Tuesday were 
“Chiefs, Tricksters, Warriors and Healers: Native 
True Colors and the Journey to Wellness”. This 
presentation by Gerry Raining Bird focused on the 
learning of four primary personality types found in 
our Indian communities and how to appreciate the 
strengths and differences in each. 

“Dads: Being there to listen and to guide” 


focused on the importance of a father’s presence in 
his child’s life. “Power in Stories: Power in Self’ 
explored the power of story telling. Anger resolu- 
tion is a subject most Native American families can 
relate to. We often have a hard time venting our 
emotions without violence. 

This workshop provided a means for angry 
persons to discover the roots of their anger, their 
unmet needs and a process for decision-making to 
break out of the anger cycle. This session required 
group participation, which helped to teach resolu- 
tion of the problem rather than trying to take control 
of the anger. 

On Tuesday evening, participants met 
again for a dinner and talent show. Conference 
presenters urged anyone with any talent to share 
the same with the group. This writer enjoyed 
sharing some songs and jokes - which many 
people enjoyed. Others also entertained with 
songs, more jokes, and music. It was a good 
time and was a good outlet for all the time spent 
in deep concentration throughout the day’s ses- 
sions. 

By Wednesday, the 6:30 a.m. aerobics 
workout had become only a fond memory - no 
longer on the agenda. Only the Sunrise Walk 
and sweats were among the early bird activities 
offered. 

The final day of the conference, 
Wednesday’s General Session was kicked off by 
Clayton Small, who presented a workshop on 
“Following the Good Road of Life.” He has 
extensive experience in community develop- 
ment, Indian education teambuilding, 
wellness/healing and youth leadership. He also 
spoke on abuse prevention and cultural compe- 
tency, and has developed models for behavior 
intervention for safe and drug-free schools. 

Workshops on Diabetes, Sexuality and 
Native Men and “The Stigma of Being Gay in the 
Age of HIV/AIDS” were among those sessions held 
on the final day. After lunch, the Closing General 
Session was presented by a panel of youth who 
spoke on “Our Vision of the Future”; and ended 
with a Closing Sharing Circle. 

Participants said their goodbyes - many 
vowing to keep in touch with their newfound 
friends and old acquaintances. This writer was hap- 
pily surprised to reunite with Mr. Lee 
Howard, Bobby Bilah, and Leon Goatson, Substance 
Abuse counselors and previous co-workers from the 
Navajo Nation: Department of Behavioral Health in 
Tuba City, Arizona. 

As the Seminole participants were sched- 
uled to leave early Thursday morning, they spent 
the rest of Wednesday touring the beautiful city of 
Albuquerque - sightseeing and souvenir shopping. 

It was early to bed and early to rise, as everyone 
performed a last-minute check to make sure no per- 
sonal belongings were left behind. 

By the time the group had boarded the 
Seminole jet, one member of the group was still 
saying last-minute goodbyes to his newfound 
friend; and was so forlorn, his luggage was 
observed sitting on the curb from the window of the 
plane. With the door closed, and the plane just 
starting to roll, the luggage was mentioned, which 
delayed take-off while the pilot allowed the gentle- 
man to retrieve his bag from the curb. 

After what seemed like a fleeting moment 
in the air, the plane landed in Big Cypress. The 
conference was excellent, and the knowledge 
gained was rewarding. The information gained will 
prove to be valuable to those employees and com- 
munity members, and beneficial to all those in 
recovery who receive much of this training as part 
of future treatment plans. 


Hurricane 
Safety Tips 

By Benny Secody 

Hurricane season is officially in effect, and with 
the memories of past years still fresh in our minds, we 
must start safety preparations for home, family, and pets 
in the event we experience another devastating storm. 

A hurricane is a pronounced low-pressure sys- 
tem with sustained winds of 74 miles per hour or higher. 
A major hurricane can produce winds of more than 110 
mph. 

The “Eye” is the relatively calm area in the cen- 
ter of the hurricane. Ranging from 5 to more than 50 
miles across, this is the part of the hurricane that is 
known to fool people. 

When the eye moves into an area, it becomes 
eerily quiet, many people think the hurricane is over and 
venture out. This is worst thing a person can do. Once the 
eye moves on, the winds and devastation that follow, also 
known as the “eye wall”, are the worst part of the storm. 

The following are a few helpful tips: 

First of all, make a plan. Will you need to evacu- 
ate? Where will you go? Do you have friends or relatives 
in safer areas or structures? County evacuation shelters 
should be used as a last resort. 

Map out what route you will take to reach your 
evacuation destination. Have an alternate plan in case a 
shelter is closed, the original destination is also in danger, 
or any other unforeseen circumstances arise. Make sure 
your entire family is familiar with your primary and alter- 
nate plans. 

Select an out-of-state relative for all family 
members to check in with in case your family is separat- 
ed during an evacuation. 

Remember special needs, such as medications, 
and renew those that are running low. Make arrangement 
for the safety of your pets. The Humane Society and ani- 
mal shelters do not accept pets during these situations. 
Although, you may not be forced to evacuate, your pet 
may be stressed and will need extra attention. 

If you decide to stay at home during a hurricane, 
make sure your hoe can withstand hurricane-force winds 
and rain. A mobile home, no matter how secure it is 
affixed to the ground, may not be safe in a hurricane. 

Red Cross emergency shelters will be available 
in assigned locations. Listen to the radio or television in 
your area for announcements. If this is your option bring 
along any valuable, irreplaceable documents, and bed- 
ding. 

Because Florida is sided by water, many resi- 
dents will have to evacuate their homes if a major hurri- 
cane threatens to hit in their area. If you hear an 
announcement telling your area to evacuate - don’t hesi- 
tate - it will be vital to you to get out without delay. If too 
many residents are too slow in leaving, bridges and 
causeways may become clogged, and many could become 
trapped as a result. 

Hurricane season is from June through 
November. To be prepared in the event of a hurricane, the 
following items are a must: battery operated radio, flash- 
light, extra batteries and light bulbs, emergency cooking 
facilities (camping stoves and utensils), lanterns with 
fuel; candles and matches, canned foods and canned milk, 
first aid fit, strong boards and tape for boarding up win- 
dows, bleach, bottled water and non-perishable foods 
such as crackers and other snacks. 

It is wise to make sure all vehicles are fueled up 
and a smart suggestion is to fill the bathtub (after a good 
cleaning) - with water. This may be a godsend depending 
on availability of clean drinking water as well as water 
for bathing. 

Protecting your property is another considera- 
tion. Nail boards securely to windows and brace sliding 
glass and French doors. Tie down any outdoor objects 
that hurricane force winds can transform into missiles of 
destruction: patio furniture, garbage cans, coconuts from 
trees, etc. Some families who have pools have found it 
better to submerge patio furniture in the pool. 

Although water should be left in the pool, turn 
off electrical equipment and pump. It is recommended 
that those families with boats should move them to higher 
ground and fill them half way up with water. If that is not 
possible, it is recommended that they be ties securely 
between two docks. 

During the hurricane - stay indoors! If possible, 
retreat to an interior room or hallway during the worst of 
the storm. Make sure a window or door is open on the 
side away from the wind to reduce pressure. Tornadoes 
frequently accompany hurricanes. 

After the hurricane has passed your area, be 
careful - many power lines may have been blown over. 

To avoid electrical shock, do not touch fallen or low- 
hanging wires of any kind. Stay away from puddles hav- 
ing fallen wires in them; and don’t touch any tree or 
object that is in contact with power lines. 

After the power is restored, check food for pos- 
sible spoilage. The last thing you need after a time like 
this is food poisoning! The best survival tip is to use 
common sense. 



Getting ready to head home. 
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First grade, Ms. Parrish, Virginia Tommie, aide. Pre-K, Wendy Cypress, substitute. 


2001 Annual Health And Career Fair 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The annual 2001 
Big Cypress Health and Career Fair was held 
at the Herman Osceola Gym on May 3 1 . 
Hosted by Health Director Connie Whidden, 
this event focuses on presenting to the com- 
munity members and the youth of Ahfachkee 
School, different avenues available to moti- 
vate them towards achieving goals. The goals 
are not only in career choices but also in 
health choices. With the belief that good 
health is paramount for a person to maintain a 
standard that allows maximum job perform- 
ance, the Health & Career Fair demonstrates 
ways to get where you want to be 

Beginning at 1 0 a.m. and concluding 
at 2 p.m. the event included information and 
demonstration booths presented by various 
Seminole Tribe Departments and outside 
schools, organizations and individuals. From 
the Tribe, there was Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
Big Cypress 4-H Clubs, Education and 
Learning Resource, Seminole Dental 
Department, Big Cypress Family Services, Big 


Cypress Fire Department, Seminole Fitness 
Instructor (Vicky Barigonnis), Seminole 
Health Education, Seminole Nutrition, and 
Seminole Tribune. From outside the Tribe 
there were representatives from Florida 
Atlantic University, Palm Beach 
Community College, Ancient Touch 
Massage, Florida Child/Passenger Safety 
Program , Girl Scouts of America, Glades 
County Health Dept., Hendry Regional 
Medical Center, Naples Planned 
Parenthood, Orthodontist (Dr. Edwards), 

React Circle of Support, Artist and 
Calligrapher (Guy andPat Labree) 

HIV/AIDS (Kathy Robinson) Personal 
Fitness (Native American WWF Wrestler 
Tatanka) and Puppeteers (Shelly and Marty 
Somerdine) 

Special presentations were given by 
Native American WWF wrestler, Tatanka, 
Shelly and Marty Somerdine and Kathy 
Robinson. Tatanka spoke about the importance 
of perseverance in the pursuit of goals. He 
encouraged the kids to be strong in whatever 
they choose to do. “Don’t 
give up on anything you 
believe in, just keep 
going.” Kathy Robinson 
gave a talk on the serious- 
ness of HIV/AIDS aware- 
ness and prevention. 
Puppeteers Shelly and 
Marty gave an excellent 
interactive show that pro- 
vided numerous tips on 
living a safe and healthy 
lifestyle. 

Seminole Tribe 
| Board of Directors 
« President and Acting 
| Chairman Mitchell 
g Cypress performed Master 
of Ceremony duties for 
the occasion. He shared 
with the audience that in 



Mitchell Cypress, Tatanka and David Cypress. 


the days when he attended grade school, he 
and the other children used to rise way before 
the sun to take an army bus for twenty miles 
and meet the county school bus to take them 
the rest of the way into Clewiston for classes. 
He urged the youth to take advantage of the 
progress the Seminole Tribe has made since 
those days and get an education no matter 
what. 

The students, starting from Pre-K 
through 12th grade received sign-off sheets 
and as they visited each booth, the official 
would check off on the sheet and when com- 
pleted, could be traded for a T-shirt. T-shirts 
designed by Ms. Whiteside’s 6th grade class 
were handed out to booth officials. Big 
Cypress Councilman, David Cypress donated 
various raffle prizes given out during the fair. 
The grand prize in the raffle, a computer/print- 
er with lyear Internet service, was won by 
Heather Billie, age 12. The T-shirt Design 
Contest winner was Summer Billie. 

The fair was a success thanks to the 
collaborative efforts by the Health 
Department, Presidents Office, Recreation, 
and Education. Lunch was provided by Billie 
Swamp Safari. 



Puppeteers Shelly and Marty Somerdine told kids to be safe. 


What The Kids Thought 
About The Health Fair 


Alex B. Cypress, 10 and a member of 
the Panther clan. 

Hi, my name is Alex and what I liked 
about the health/career fair was the gum, the 
gum, it is so good. 

I would like to wish a happy birthday to 
B.J. Her birthday was May 21 , 2001 . This is a 
happy birthday wish for her. 

Alex is in the 5th grade, in Ms Cohen’s 

class. 

The following are from 3rd grade class, Ms. 
Sue Tiger teacher. 

My name is Natasha, 9, Panther clan. 

My birthday wish is to get a 4-wheeler, a horse, 
a dog, and a cat. That’s all I want. 

Hi, I am Noemi Billie, 9, Otter clan. 

What I enjoyed at the Health Fair was that the 
people all gave good examples of things. I also 
liked the smoothie that was made out of fruits 
and the good artist. 

My name is Justina Jo Billie, 10, Otter 
clan. My favorite booths were the car crash 
and the art. 

Hello, this is Alfred, 9, Panther clan. I 

enjoyed the fruit drink and the bubble gum, as 
well as the little car crash at the fair. 

This is Kelcie, 9, Panther. My favorite 
part of the fair was about health and the fruit 
drink. 

Clayton, 10 1/2, Big Town. My favorite 
thing at the Health Fair was the fruit drink, that 
car crash and the booth that gave out fruit. 

Jon Ross Billie, 9, Otter. My favorite 
thing at the health fair was watching the little 
car crash with the egg on it. 

This is Michael 0., 9, Wind clan. I 

enjoyed drinking fruit juice at the Health Fair. 

Hello, my name is Rubi-Anne, 9, Bird 
clan. My favorite was getting a prize and look- 
ing around, getting stuff, even a toothbrush. 

My name is Emilee Bowers, 5, Big 
Town. I like the rabbits and the fruit smoothies 
at the health fair. 

Hi, my name is Joey Simone, 6. I liked 
seeing the bunny rabbits and the chickens at 
the health fair. I liked drinking the fruit smooth- 
ies. 

Hello, my name is Cypress Billie, 5, 
Panther. I liked everything at the health fair. 

Rodni Mercer, 5, Panther. I liked seeing 
my mom andand granny at the health fair. I 
liked everything. 

My name is Tyler Cypress, 6. I liked 
everything at the health fair I liked drinking the 
fruit smoothie. 

Hi, my name is Bradley Osceola, 6, 
Panther. I liked tha bananas, apples and 


oranges at the Health Fair. 

My name is Reagan Whitecloud,5, 
Panther. I liked drinking the fruit smoothie. It 
tasted good. 

Rayel Billie, 5. I liked getting a growth 
chart at the health fair. I can see how much I 
grow. 

Hello, my name is William K. 

Jumper, 6, Panther. I like the wrestler with the 
big belt. I got to hold it. 

My mane is Quenton Cypress, 5, Wind. 

I liked getting fruit at the health fair. 

This is Aileen Cypress, 5, Panther clan. 

I liked the puppet show. I watched the people 
with the puppets. 

Hello, my name is Ricky Joe Alumbough, 5, 

Panther. My favorite thing at the health fair 
was the puppet show. I learned about feelings. 

I also liked it\when the man called 911. 

Hi this is Tequesta Tiger, 5. I would 
like to be a ballerina or a princess when I grow 
up. 

Hi my name is Christopher Joe Jr, 6, 

Panther. I liked the puppet show. 

Ian Cypress, 7, Wind. My favorite thing 
about the health fair is getting stuff. My favorite 
thing is eating. 

This is Ashley Escobar, 8, Big Town. I 

like winning prizes. I liked the things they gave 
you and learning about the things that are bad. 

My name is Ryan Cypress, 7, Big 

Town. My favorite thing about the health fair 
was eating. 

My name is Kahna Jumper, 7, Panther. 

My favorite thing about the health fair was the 
dental part 

Hi my name is Donnee Billie, 7, 

Panther. My favorite thing at the health fair 
was the coloring 4-H word search. 

Hello my name is Terinna Cypress, 8, 
Wind. My favorite thing at the health fair is the 
dental because you take care of your teeth and 
you have to get braces. 

Hello my name is Darwin Cypress, 7, 
Panther. I liked the Big Cypress 4-H booth. 

This is Shawn, 7, Panther. I like the 
food. I like the puppet show. 

Hello my name is Kaylee, 8, Big Town. 
My favorite thing about the health fair is dental. 

I like the dentist, it’s cool. I liked the fruit, that 
was the best. I liked the wrestler. 

My name is Daylyn Hall, 7, Big Town. 

My favorite thing about the health fair was the 
movie, and the dental. 
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8 th ANNUAL SEMINOLE 
WELLNESS CONFERENCE 

MARCO ISLAND HILTON 
JULY 15- 20,2001 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: IUNE OS, 2001 
Due to the limit of participants, when you register for the 
£ rh Annual Seminole Wellness Conference, you must commit 
yourself to participate for the duration of the conference . 

Those who are active in support groups^ or have 
participated in treatment centers, or who are pursuing a 
healthier drug and alcohol free lifestyle will have first 
priority if registration exceeds the limit It is the Conference 
Attendee's responsibility to make the proper arrangements 
with your supervisor concerning your absence from work. A 
letter of notification will be sent to confirm that you are a 
participant in this year's conference. Lack of participation 
will result in a letter to your supervisor. 

FOR AN APPLICATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

Hollyw ood 

Ralph Billie W: ( 954 ) 962 - 2009 
Brighton 

Michele Thy mas W: < 863 ) 763 - 4128 ext. 128 
Rita Gopher W: (863) 763-4128 ext 129 

B ig Cypress 

Helene Buster W: (863) 983^5151 
I mmokalee 

Billie Napper W:(94l) 657-6567 
Ta mpa 

Tom Ryan W:(B13)62l -2®11 

Ft. Pierce 

Sally T ommie W : (954) 967-3700 

I " | 

Micc osukee 

Andy Buster W: ( 305 ) 223 - 83BQ 
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Brighton News ♦ Tulchobehahyooge’ 

David Nunez - Luncheon For Achievement 




Field Office 

Brighton Department Information 
And Upcoming Events 

Broadcasting: 

(863) 763-6380 
Joyce Jumper, Director 

Brighton Medical Clinic: 

(863) 763-0271 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Frank Arabetin: Certified 
Registered 
Nurse Practitioner 

Joe Barletto: Diet and 
Nutrition 



Melissa Hines: 


Educator 


Lois Rider: 
Dr. Sofianos: 
Billy Micco: 


Specialist 

Health 

Social Services 
Dentist 

Environmental 


SPD 

Seminole Police Department: 

(863) 763-5731 or 
(863) 763-6984 


Science 

Citrus: 

(863) 763-4128 
Wonder Johns 

Cultural Education: 

(863) 763-7501 

Madeline Tongkeamha, Director 
Contact Lorene Gopher or Jenny Snow 
for information on cultural story telling, 
language or arts and crafts lessons. 

Hot Meals: 

(863) 763-0638 
Vicki Huff and Leah Minnick 
Providing hot meals twice daily to the 
elderly. 

4-H Program: 

(863) 763-3412 
Polly Hayes, Director 

Water Resources: 

(863) 763-4128 
Craig Tepper 

Indian Medicine Program: 

(863) 763-4128 
Alice Snow 

Sober House: 

(863)983-9375 
Helene Buster 

Maintenance: 

(863) 763-8718 
Jodie Goodman 

Youth Center and Juvenile Justice: 

(863) 763-2402 
Salina Dorgan 

Youth center open with pool tables, play 
stations and Nintendo centers. 

Cattle and Range: 

(863) 763-5020 

Alex Johns and Don Robertson 

Community Action Agency: 

(863) 763-4128 
Ellen Smith 

Community Care Elderly: 

(863) 763-4128 
Alice Sweat 

Available to wash clothes, provide lawn 
maintenance, and household chores for 
the elderly in the community. 

Emergency Medical Services: 

(863) 763-5731 or 
(863) 763-6984 



Preschool 


Day Care: 

(863) 763-1689 

Mahala Madrigal, Director 

Hours 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
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Library 

Billy Osceola Library: 

(863) 763-4236 
Assistant Library Director: 
Debbie Johns 

Assistant Library Director: 
Diane Diaz 

This summer there will be spe- 
cial summer programs for the youth 
offered, dates and times TBA. 

Story hours every Friday for 
early childhood. 

Story time every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 3 p.m. 



Gym 

Recreation: 

(863) 763-3866 
Parker Jones, Director 
Kevin Osceola, Assistant Director 
Gymnasium, softball, weight room, aero- 
bics. 


By Libby Blake 

CLEWISTON — Tribal member David Nunez was 
honored by family and friends at a special luncheon May 23 for 
passing the State General Contractor’s exam. Nunez is the sec- 
ond tribal member to obtain a General Contractor license (Steve 
Osceola obtained his license in 1998). 

Alice Sweat came up with the idea 
of the luncheon to celebrate her son’s accom- 
plishment. She contacted Maureen Vass, 

Public Relations director, who helped organ- 
ize the luncheon, which was held at the 
Clewiston Country Club. 

“Alice is very proud of her children, 
we are here today to honor one of them, 

David, who has passed his General 
Contractor’s exam,” said Vass, “David knows 
how to compete in business, he will do it 
honestly and fairly. David will be the kind of 
businessman who will tell people that it’s 
better to get on than to tell them to get off, 
and David can make decisions.” 

“The Swiss philosopher, Henry 
Ameil stated: ‘He who is silent is forgotten. 

He who does not advance falls back. He who 
stops is overwhelmed, out-distanced, 
crushed. He who ceases to grow becomes 
smaller. He who leaves off, gives up. The 
condition of standing still is the beginning of 
the end. ’ David has chosen to continue to 
push forward and grow. To that, we say 
‘Congratulations.” 

With his General Contractor’s 
license, David’s company, Seminole Design 
Build, Inc., will be able to bid on construc- 
tion jobs throughout the state. Putting his marketing skills to 
work, Nunez made available company caps and polo shirts dur- 
ing the luncheon. 

Taking to the podium before lunch David thanked 
everyone for their support and encouragement, especially his 
family. Nunez graced his mother, Alice, with a special “Thank 
You” and a dozen long-stemmed red roses. 


“It’s been a struggle to get here but it will be worth it. 
Honesty is a big part of who I am and what I stand for and this 
will carry me through. Thank you Mom for instilling this quality 
in me,” said David. 

Alice then led the group in prayer before the luncheon 



David Nunez and his wife, Anita proudly show off his cake with a tool motif. 


of salad, fresh fruit, roast beef, fried chicken, mashed potatoes, 
macaroni and cheese, rice, pole beans, corn, rolls, and a special 
cake. 

During the luncheon, guests offered congratulations, 
support, and suggestions to David. The Seminole Tribune would 
also like to congratulate David and wish him success in this ven- 
ture. 


Brighton Bus Drivers Honored 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — Brighton 
school bus drivers were treated to a 
luncheon at Lightsey’s Restaurant on 



(L-R) Jack Smith Jr., Supervisor Nancy Shore, Driver Tim 
Martin, Monitor Elsie Lara, Driver Kim Youngblood, 
Louise Gopher Brighton Education Director. 


May 21. The drivers and staff were rec- 
ognized for their outstanding work over 
the school year. 

The Brighton school buses 

operate under the 
Brighton 
Education 
Department and 
the service has 
existed as it does 
today since 1981. 
Each day, 
approximately 85 
children ride 3 
buses to 
Okeechobee 
County Schools. 
The buses and 
children log 
about 440 miles 
each day. Each of 
the 3 drivers pos- 
sess a CDL Class 
B license and a 
bus drivers cer- 
tificate. 



ALL ABOARD: Bus driver Tim Martin. 




Holly Johns (third from left) poses with court in the Chalo Nitka Pageant. 

Holly Johns, Busy Year! 


Holly Johns 


By Michael James 

Holly Johns or better known 
as “Scooter” has had not only a busy 
year, but one to be very proud of as 
well. The Tribune caught up with 


Announcements And Important Dates To Remember: 


June 11 - 29: 

Date: 

Course: 

Green fees: 

Brighton Summer School 

Sat., June 9 

east 

$29.00 

Sat., June 23 

west 

$24.00 

July 9: 

Sat., July 7 

west 

$24.00 

Niagara Falls Trip: All middle school students 

Sat., July 15 

east 

$29.00 

with a grade point average of a “C” of better is going to 

Sat, August 4 

west 

$24.00 

Niagara Falls and Atlantic City for 1 week. 

Sun., August 12 

east 

$29.00 


Sun., August 19 

west 

$24.00 

June 23 - 27: 

Sat., Sept. 8 

east 

$34.00 

Brighton Com Dance 

Sat., Sept. 22 

west 

$29.00 


July 10, 11, & 12: 

Training for EMAHKV VPELOFV teachers. 
Summer school workshop for 3 days for teachers and 
teachers aides. 

July 15 - July 29: 

Florida Governor’s Council Trip 

July 16: 

EMAHKV VPELOFV. summer school for 
Brighton kindergarten through 6th grade. 

The following is the schedule for Hollywood’s 
Qualifying rounds for Team Florida. 

All reservations are welcome to play 10 rounds 
scheduled at Bonaventure C.C. (must play a minimum 
of 8 rounds). 


All tee times start at 12:56 p.m. Women will 
play from the red tee. Senior men (50 and over) will 
play from the white tee. Junior men (18 and under) will 
play from the white tee and men (19 to 49) will play 
from the blue tee. Follow all USGA rules. Ball is to be 
played down. Everything is stroke play. Count all 
strokes and penalties. No Gimmies. Have someone in 
your group keep your score card. Sign your score card 
and turn it in to the pro shop. Only the top two in each 
division will represent Team Florida at the 2002 
Indigenous Games in Winnipeg next summer. Any ques- 
tions contact Bo Young in Hollywood at 954-989-9457. 

Anyone interested in trying out for the Team 
Florida Swim Team to see if he or she qualifies for the 
North American Indigenous Games can sign up as soon 
as possible with Kristin, please give her a call at 954- 
989-9457. Any qualifier for the NAIG needs to be bom 
in 1989 or before. We will have an age group swim team 


for all future athletes who will are not able to participate 
at the 2002 Games, but will be eligible for the Sunshine 
State Games. Practice is starting, as well as swim meets. 
Now is the time to start conditioning and training. Our 
Team Florida Swim Team must be picked by the end of 
the year. All swimmers attempting to qualify for the 
NAIG must meet certain requirements. You must have 
the times needed for the event and attend a certain 
amount of practices and swimming meets to be eligible 
to qualify. For more information again call Kristin in 
Hollywood at 954-989-9457. 

Team Florida Swimming Time Trials are set for 
Saturday, June 2, 2001. These trials tell you if you could 
qualify for the Sunshine State Games and Team Florida 
at the 2002 North American Indigenous Games. The first 
qualifying time trial will be held at the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame Pool in Ft. Lauderdale at 
10AM on June 2. There will be 1 time trial held per 
month. Some events will be held at local swimming 
meets. The team will be picked by the end of this year. 

If you are interested please call Kristin to sign up at 
954-989-9457. 

WANTED: any tribal member interested in 
joining the Seminole Canoe Team that will be competing 
in the 2002 Indigenous Games in Winnipeg, Canada 
please call Kevin Osceola at 863-763-3866 or 863-467- 
3630. 


Holly, who is a resident of Brighton 
and the daughter of Norman and 
Debbie Johns, to talk about her recent 
achievements. 

Holly has a wide range of 
interests. An avid rodeo participant, 
Holly is the reigning Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association Rodeo Queen. The 
title has many responsibilities, and 
Holly is usually on the road, attending 
all EIRA functions and events. 

Holly also possesses artistic 
talent, she recently created the award- 
winning design for the Breast Cancer 
5 -Mile Run. The design was chosen as 
the official logo and was worn on the 
shirts of all the participants of the 
Run. 

Holly also finished as First 
Runner-Up in the Chalo Nitka 
Pageant, held in February in Moore 
Haven. A panel of three judges inter- 
viewed all contestants the evening 
before the pageant. 

During the pageant, each 
contestant presented a short commer- 
cial for their sponsor, demonstrated 
their talent with a signing, dancing, or 
theatrical performance (Holly per- 
formed the Indian National Anthem in 
sign language), modeled eveningwear, 
and answered questions from the 
emcee. 

Blessed with beauty, talent, 
drive and spunk, Holly is one to 
watch over the next few years. After 
graduation she plans to pursue a 
career in the area of Forensic Science. 

Congratulations to Scooter, 
Norman, Debbie, and Boog! 
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Terence Billie: 2nd Grade 
Outstanding Attendance Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 


Carol Tommie presents Mrs. 
Holmes Service and Dedication 
Award 


Outstanding Attendance Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 


Trina Bowers: 9th Grade 
Outstanding Attendance Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 


Nolan Gopher: 8th Grade 
Outstanding Effort Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 


Dewell Johns: 5th Grade 
Academic Achievement Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 



Clint Bowers: 5th Grade 




Brandon Billie: 3rd Grade, 
Greatest Improvement 
Outstanding Attendance, 
Academic Achievement, Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 



Dixie Tommie: 6th Grade, 
Outstanding Effort Academic 
Achievement Bible Knowledge 
Achievement 


First Indian Baptist Academy Awards Ceremony 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON— A 

packed Field Office auditorium 
celebrated the accomplishments of 
the faculty and staff, and the com- 
pletion of the inaugural academic 
year, of the First Indian Baptist 
Academy. 

The Academy, dedicated 
on Aug. 3, 2000, began as an idea 
when Pastor Wonder Johns envi- 
sioned a place where Seminole 
children could learn in a Christ- 
centered atmosphere, Utilizing the 
First Indian Baptist Church facili- 
ty; the Academy began its first day 
on Aug. 16, 2000. 

The Academy, which 
offers 1-12 grade instruction, 
directed by Mrs. Holmes. 

Teachers: Mrs. Fish, Ms. Vaughn, 
and Ms. Ligon utilize the interna- 
tionally recognized ABeka pro- 
gram to teach the students math, 



LeAnna Billie: 7th Grade 
Greatest Improvement 


reading, spelling, health, science, 
history, language, writing, phonics, 
geography, art, music, and the 
Bible from a Christian perspective. 
Brighton Nutritionist Joe Barletto 
teaches the students one day a 
week about diet, nutrition, and 
physiology, 

According to Secretary 
Carol Tommie, “The parents love 
it. . .they also like the smaller class- 
rooms and teacher to student 
ratios.” 

“Attitude and life chang- 
ers are evident. Some kids who 
met with varying degrees of suc- 
cess elsewhere are finding success 
and are setting academic and per- 
sonal goals for themselves.” 

The awards program 
opened with a prayer, led by the 
Academy’s founder, Pastor 
Wonder Johns. The evening’s 
events included scripture recital, 



Bradford Gopher: 11th Grade 
Artistic Creativity 


songs, the Pledge of allegiance, the 
pledge to the Christian flag and 
Bible, an awards presentation to 
the students and staff, and a speech 
by Glades County Superintendent 
of Schools, Wayne Aldridge. 

Mr. Aldridge encouraged 
the students and told them the key 
to success is continuous practice at 
reading. “If you can read, you can 
learn anything,” he said. 

Congratulations to the 
students and staff for all of your 
hard work! 

The awards: First Indian 
Baptist Academy 2000-2001 
Awards Ceremony, Pastor: Rev. 
Wonder Johns: Appreciation for 
Service Plaque, Director: Mrs. 
LaVita Holmes: Appreciation for 
Service Plaque, Volunteer 
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Mrs. Carol 
Tommie, Volunteer Health 
Instructor: Mr. Joe Barletto, 



Marilee Johns: 10th Grade 
Outstanding Effort 


Former Jr./Sr. High School 
Teacher: Ms. Vakeisha Boyd: 
Faithful Service Award. 

Kindergarten: Ms. 
Kimberly O’Berry: Faithful 
Service Award, Maude Gopher: 
Kindergarten Outstanding Effort. 

Grades 1-3: Mrs. Emma 
Fish: Teacher of The Year, Nathan 
Gopher: 2nd Grade, Outstanding 
Effort, Amanda Madison: 3rd 
Grade, Outstanding Effort. 

Grades 4-6: Ms. Seneca 
Vaughn: Faithful Service Award, 
Shaun Billie: 4th Grade, 
Outstanding Attendance, Johnny 
Tucker, III: Greatest Improvement, 
Outstanding Effort. 

7-12 Grades: Ms. Wendy 
Ligon: Faithful Service Award, 
Keyah Osceola: 8th Grade, 
Academic Achievement, LySandra 
Osceola: 7th Grade, Academic 
Achievement. 



MacKenzie Johns: 10th Grade 
Outstanding Effort 



Troy Billie: 5th Grade, 
Outstanding Attendance, 
Outstanding Effort Academic 
Achievement Bible Knowledge 
Achievement 



Taylor Johns: 3rd Grade 
Greatest Improvement 
Outstanding Attendance 
Academic Achievement Bible 
Knowledge Achievement 


The Brighton Class of 2001 Graduates 


Pre-K 

Continued from page 1 




Suraiya Tiffany Youngblood 


For the second consecutive year the Tribune has been honored to 
talk with the 2001 graduates. Congratulations to the parents and the gradu- 
ates of their accomplishments, ana best of luck to the graduates in their 
future endeavors. 

Suraiya Tiffany Youngblood: 

The 20 year old daughter of Grace 
Koontz and Bingo Johns, and a member 
of the Bird Clan. Suraiya recently com- 
pleted her two year Associates of Arts 
Degree from Indian River Community 
College. She is a resident of Brighton 
and plans on continuing her education 
at Florida Atlantic University in Boca 
Raton. She is interested in pursuing 
Bachelor’s Degree in Child Psychology. 

She plans to come back and work for 
the Seminole Tribe. 

“I am tired, I haven’t had a 
break since high school”, says Suraiya, 
when asked about her plans for the 
summer, “I am going to relax.” When 
asked her what the most difficult part of 
the past two years has been, she says, “ 
the studying”. 

However, without the 
Education Department and the 

President’s Office, the past two years would have been much more diffi- 
cult. She thanked them specifically for all of their support. 

When asked what advice she could give to another student she 
replied, “Whatever their goals are, don’t let anything stop them or stand in 
their way. The Tribe has many resources available use them.” 

Many congratulations to Suraiya and her parents on a job well 
done best of luck! 

Andrea Holata: The 19 year old daughter of Smalley and Eli 
Holata, and a member of the Bird Clan. Andrea will graduate Moore Haven 
High School this year and is a resident of the Brighton Community. 

She plans to attend community college in Tampa, pursuing a 
degree in either Accounting, Business, or Nursing. Accounting is promising 
because her strongest subject was math. Upon completing her education 
she says that coming back and working for the Tribe is a must. Presently 
Andrea works part-time at the Field Office for Ellen and Nadine. Her 
favorite past times include shopping and spending money. She also likes to 
travel. So far her favorite travel destination has been Hawaii, which she 
traveled to two years ago on a school trip. She would like to travel to 
Amsterdam and Jamaica someday. Andrea also enjoys learning new things. 

She actually says that she leads a pretty boring life, “ all I do is 
eat, sleep and do school work.” She would like to thank her mom and dad 
for their support. 

Good luck Andrea and congratulations! 

Rachel Billie- The 17 year old daughter of Rita Billie and Steve 
Osceola, Rachel is a graduate of the Class of 2001 from Okeechobee High 
School. Rachel a resident of Brighton and a member of the Otter Clan. 

While in high school, Rachel did what is called dual enrollment. 
Dual enrollment allowed her to obtain certain college credits, which essen- 
tially puts her ahead for when she starts Junior college Her courses were in 
the Health field; medical records and medical terminology. 

Rachel’s plans are to start at 
Palm Beach Community College this 
summer. Some of Rachel’s hobbies 
include: reading, bead work,( her 
favorite article is doing bead work on 
bibs). 

Rachel would like to thank her 
Aunt Sandy. If it had not been for Aunt 
Sandy, Rachel says, she probably would 
not have gone to school. Aunt Sandy 
made her go to school. She would also 
like to thank her Uncle Kevin for help- 
ing her in school. 

Congratulations Rachel, your 
achievements are applauded! 

Samantha Jimmie- The 1 8 
year old daughter of Frank and Cecilia 
Thomas. Samantha is a graduate of 
Okeechobee High School, a resident of 
Brighton and a member of the Bird Rachel Billie 

Clan. Samantha plans to pursue a 
career in Agriculture. She has had 

extensive studies in Agriculture, 7 years to be exact. She is a 4 year com- 
pleter in Agriculture and is interested in the University of Florida’s agricul- 
ture program in Fort Pierce at their extension campus. Working for the 
Tribe in the 4-H program is something Samantha is contemplating. 

Samantha chose this field because she feels it gives her the oppor- 
tunity to relate to kids. In school she was often chosen by instructors to 
talk to kids who were having trouble. 4-H gave her the opportunity. To 


mentor younger kids. “I get along with them really well, I think,” says 
Samantha, of her relationship with kids. Agriculture and kids are the two 
definite areas of interest for her. 

The most challenging part of school was keeping up. This summer 
she can relax a bit. Rachel wants to simply get a part time job and work 
this summer. 

Asked what advice she could offer to a younger student, she says, 
“Never give up on what you want. Also realize that there is a whole great 
big world out there, experience it.” 

Rachel would like to thank her mom, Grandma Jean, Grandpa 
Russell, and her cousin Rachel Billie of Hollywood. One person she really 
credits for teaching her everything is her teacher Roger McWhorter.. 

Your achievements are also to be applauded Samantha, keep up 
the good work! 

Vinson Osceola- Vinson ,31, Bird Clan, son of Virginia Mitchell 
and late Victor P. Osceola. He is a resident of the Brighton Community and 
is married to Camellia Osceola. Together they share a home with 5 chil- 
dren. 

Vinson has proudly and suc- 
cessfully been awarded his GED. 

Presently, he is inquiring about several 
different schools. Vinson is a brilliant 
artist and has won several awards for 
his artwork. 

He won Second Place for a 
water color painting depicting a woman 
sewing with her traditional headdress. 

And First Place for his wood carving at 
this years Tribal Fair. Vinson likes to 
call himself an “Up and Coming 
Artist”. Having seen Vinson’s work, it 
would be proper to say that Vinson has 
already arrived! 

Vinson is currently working on 
several different projects, (which your 
public anxiously awaits to be unveiled, 

Vinson). 

Obtaining his GED wasn’t 
always that easy. Three people who 
helped him through the process, Miss 
Wendy Greene from Hollywood and 
Miss Kay Raulerson from Okeechobee. 

Vinson’s advice to younger students, “Try their best and never 
give up.” 

Congratulations to you and your family Vinson! 

Patty Snow - Patty is the 1 8 year old daughter of Elbert Snow, 
Laurie Snow and stepmother, Judy Snow. She graduated from Okeechobee 
High School and is a resident of Brighton. Patty has two sisters, Dawn 
Snow and Wendy Juarez, whom she shares interests in sports and singing 
in the choir at church. Patty earned a four year letter in Bowling and bowls 
on Tuesday evenings in Okeechobee. In addition to bowling, she volunteers 
at the East Coast Migrant Head Start day care center. She is, to say the 
least, busy. 

Her first love is cooking, which she will study in the Fall at the 
Florida Culinary Institute, located in West Palm Beach. Her main area of 
interest is International Baking and Pastry, which is part of the curriculum 
at the Florida Culinary Institute. 

Other areas of study for Patty, while attending the Culinaiy 
Institute, are Food and Beverage Management and Culinary Arts. The 
entire program lasts approximately 2 !4> years. Upon successful completion 
of the program, the college offers job placement. Patty’s dream is to own 
and operate her own bakery or catering business. 

This summer Patty will participate in the upcoming 7 - day trip 
for graduating seniors to New York City. 

Patty’s advice to younger children is to “never give up, for you 
can do anything you set your mind to”. This advice comes with a very 
touching story. 

In the beginning of the school year Patty was tested at the high 
school. The final score of the test resulted in the counselor’s advice to 
Patty that a higher education was not recommended. At the time her read- 
ing level was too low. Through diligent study and tutoring, offered to her 
from the Tribe, Patty graduated with a 3.8 grade point average with hon- 
ors! 

This is truly remarkable and an example of what these graduates 

have been saying never, never, never give up! If you have a dream, that 

dream can surely become a reality! 

Patty would like to thank her family for all their support, also her 
Culinary Arts teacher, Debra Lunt. 

Congratulations Patty on all of your accomplishments and the best 
of luck to you in your future endeavors. 

At the time of this interview, the Tribune was unable to inter- 
view Tanya Huff. We do understand that she left for college immedi- 
ately after graduation. We wish Tanya congratulations and the best of 
luck, too. 



aisle, the presentation of roses to the senior parents, then to the 
individual presentations of the diplomas, conferred by Alex Johns 
and Louise Gopher. 

The Class of 2001 shared with us some of their special 
likes and aspirations: 

Justice Baker, 5, daughter of 
Jason & Tanya Baker says her 
favorite foods are pizza, hotdogs 
and French fries. Her favorite 
movie is Jungle Book. When 
Justice grows up she would like to 
work at the post office. 

Korvette Mamie Billie, 4, daugh- 
ter of Keith & Selena Billie says 
that her favorite foods are French 
fries with ketchup, applesauce and 
pickled eggs. Her favorite movie is 
the “Dinosaur”. When Korvette 
grows up she would like to be a 
teacher. 

Jennie Ann Eagle, 5, daughter of Valerie Holata & Howard 
Madrigal says her favorite foods are spaghetti and Oodles of 
Noodles. Her favorite movie is “Hey Arnold”. When Jennie grows 
up she would like to be a baby doctor. 

Brianna Nunez, 5, daughter of Dallas & Deanna Nunez. Her 
favorite food is green beans. Her favorite movie is “Little 
Mermaid”. When Brianna grows up she would like to be a teacher. 
Delaney Rayann Osceola, 4, daughter of Richard & Dana 
Osceola. Her favorite foods are cheese grits and cereal. Delaney’s 
favorite movie is the “Powder Puff Girls”. When she grows up she 
would like to be a doctor so she can check babies. 

Jesse Dean Pope, 4, son of Dean & Jessica Pope. His favorite 
foods are peaches and oranges. Jesse says his favorite movie is 
“Tarzan”. He would like to work cows when he grows up. 

Myrick Puente, 4, son of Thomasine Jumper. His favorite foods 
are doughnuts, peaches and applesauce. Myrick’s favorite movie is 
“Toy Story”. When Myrick grows up he wants to be a doctor. 
Acealyn Osceola Youngblood, 5, daughter of Robert & Brenda 
Youngblood. Her favorite foods are shrimp, fish and sticks, and 
rice, e-co (deer) and onions. Her favorite movie is “Little 
Mermaid.” When Acealyn grows up she would like to be a police 
officer. 

We wish to acknowledge the Class of 2003 : Tyra Baker, 
Joshua Madrigal, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Brydgett Koontz, 

Imillakiyo Osceola, Kalgary Johns-Motlow, Donovan Osceola, 
Ruben Burgess, Drayton Billie, Kailin Brown, Moses Garcia, 
Michael Garcia, Deandre Osceola, and Ashlee Gopher. 

The Class of 2004: Rylee 
Smith and Erik Garcia 

The Class of 2005: J. 
Wayco, Pernell Bert, and Trevor 
Thomas 

The Class of 2006: Sage 
Motlow and Marcella Torres 
« Many thanks to the 

| Brighton Pre-School Staff: Center 
2 Manager, Mahala Madrigal; 

| Parent Involvement Aide, Cathie 
§ Marin; Head Cook, Grace 
Koontz; Assistant Cook, 

Cassandra Washington; Bus 
Driver, Elbert Snow; Infants Head 
Teacher, Toni Smith; Substitute, 
Nicola Thomas; One Year Old Class Head Teacher, Donna Buck; 
Teacher Aide, Candice Hightower; 2 Year Old Class Head 
Teacher, Velma Brown; Teacher Aide, Elsie Smith; Teacher Aide, 
Leanne Osceola; 3 Year Old Head Teacher, Michelle Grindler; 
Teacher Aide, Jennifer Carter; Four and Five Year Old Head 
Teacher, Paulette Lawrence; Teacher Aide, Charlene Baker; 
Teacher Aide, Jimi Lu Huff. 

The Brighton Preschool staff and Parents would like to 
thank the Seminole Tribe of Florida representatives for their con- 
tinued support throughout the year. The Staff would like to also 
thank the Parent Committee Officers: President, Dallas Nunez; 
Vice President, Pernell Bert; Secretary/Treasurer, Nadine Tommy 
and the parents and the Brighton Community members who sup- 
ported the Preschool Program throughout the year! 




Justice Baker 
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Festival 2001 Golf Tournament 



L-R: Charlie Cypress, Salan Hummingbird, Moses Jumper Jr., Kendall 
Whaler, Cicero Osceola. 


Goochyouma, Bobby Watchman 
6) (-5) Jimbo Osceola, Cicero 
Osceola, Rock Locust, Stephen 
Whaler 7) (-4) Max Osceola, 
Maxie Tommie, Scarlett Young, 
James Tommie 8) (-3) Jason 
Grasshopper, Keeno King, Terry 
Tartsah, Lee Springwater. 

Longest Drive - Joe 
Osceola, Debbie Carter. 

Closest to the Pin - #2 - 
Mitch Osceola, #8 - Keeno King, 
#10 - Kendall Whaler, #12 - 
Terry Tartsah, #17 - Salan 
Hummingbird. 

Arrowhead served a 
wonderful luncheon to the partic- 
ipants while the prizes were dis- 
tributed. Everyone placed in the 
event, the weather was wonder- 
ful, and the rains held off until 
everyone was safely on their way 
home. 


By Tommy Benn 

DAVIE — The Arrowhead Golf and Sports 
Club in Davie was the place to be on Memorial Day 
to see some future Seminole golf legends in action. 

Starting at 8:30 a. m., eight teams competed 
in the 4-man scramble, best ball tournament. 
Arrowhead is a par 70 course which boasts a par 5 
measuring 545 yards, this hole, the eleventh, was des- 
ignated the Longest Drive hole. 

The results are: 

Four-man Scramble - 1) (-10) Linda 
Tommie, Lawrence Osceola, Dewayne Whaler, James 
Soap2) (-9) Bigshot Jumper, Charlie Cypress, Salan 
Hummingbird, Kendall Whaler 3) (-8) Joe Osceola, 
John Madrigal, George Grasshopper, Ron Whaler 4) 
(-7) Debbie Carter, Jason Tommie, Mitch Osceola, 
Richard Henry 5) (-6) Mike Micco, Bo Young, Dennis 


Archery Schedule 

Qualification Schedule for the NAIG 


June 30th BC Archery Range 
July 28th BC Archery Range 
Aug. 25th BC Archery Range 
Sept. 29th BC Archery Range 
Oct. 27th BC Archery Range 
Nov. 17th BC Archery Range 
Dec. 15th BC Archery Range 


10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 


Team Florida Qualifications: 

There will be a total of ten (lO)-qualifying 
rounds. Three (3)-qualifying rounds have been com- 
pleted. 

Must have shot at a minimum of eight (8)- 
qualifying rounds. 

We will use your average score from your 
best eight- (8) rounds. 

Highest average in each category will repre- 
sent Team Florida. 

For more information, please call Steve 
Young at Hollywood Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 


A special thanks to Joe 
Harrison and his staff for a won- 
derful job, making the day a memorable one for those 
who participated. 



Stephen Whaler 


WE'VE GOT YOUR TICKET! 


Life is too short to sit in the back . 

We offer up front seating for 

Concerts u Theatre u 
SportSu Local & 


ADMIT ONE 


m 


Nationwide events 

ULTIMATE TRAVEL & 
ENTERTAINMENT 

A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
CALL TODAY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 
(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8499 



Memorial Day Rodeo 


By Tommy Benn 

HOLLYWOOD — The weather was hot 
sticky after the heavy rains the day before the 
Memorial Day Rodeo at the Bill Osceola Arena. 
Marty Johns and 
the Marki Rodeo 
company were 
ready for another 
performance of the 
Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association. 

Johns and 
his rodeo crew 
took extra precau- 
tions, making sure 
the footing in the 
arena was the best 
it could be for the 
riders and stock. 

Doc Gore made a 
few extra passes 
with the tractors 
and blades to work 
the footing in front 
of the bucking 
c chutes a little 

a 

£ more. 

g When the 

§ arena preparations 
H were completed to 
the satisfaction of 

Marty and the arena director, it was rodeo time! 

As always, the EIRA Special Events were 
first as six riders competed in the Mutton Busting. 
Nauthlee Henry took first place and 10 points with a 
ride of 11.48 seconds. Jessie Osceola received sec- 
ond and 9 points, and Nick DeHass captured third 
and 8 points. 

Moving up to the calf riders, Seth Randolph 
took first and 10 points. Huston Osceola rode his calf 
to a second place finish and received 9 points. 

In Steer Riding, Randall Osceola won first 
place, followed by Dayne Johns 

In Jr. Bull Riding, Steven 
Billie pulled off a 60-pointy ride to take 
first place. 

Beginner Barrels, the last Special 
Event, proved to be the most competi- 
tive. Taylor Johns finished first with a 
time 17.92 seconds. Sheyanna Osceola 
finished second with a time of 18.31 
seconds, and Jessica Turtle finished 
third with a time of 19.44 seconds. 

The Adult Competition kicked 
off with bareback Riding. With the only 
qualified ride in the field, Koty Brugh 
took home first place honors. 

In Steer Wrestling, Josh and 
Naha Jumper finished in the top two 
positions. Josh took first with a time of 

4.3 seconds, and Naha claimed second 
with a time of 5.1 seconds. Marty Johns 
finished in third place with a time of 

5.3 seconds. 

It must have been in the cards 
for the Jumper brothers in the Calf Roping event. 
Josh, Naha, and Happy finished first, second, and 
third, respectively. 


The Women’s Breakaway Roping was just 
plain fast, as Theresa Bowers’ time of 5.1 seconds 
blazed the audience as she captured first place. 

Shelby Osceola roped a respectable 5.1 seconds for 
second, and Trina Bowers took third 
with a time of 7.2 seconds. 

Formerly known as Over 50, 
Legends Roping had five contestants. It 
was the senior member of the Jumper 
family, “Bigshot”, who took first with a 
time of 5.0 seconds flat. Earl Kirkland, 
Rudy Osceola, Paul Bowers, and Billy 
Joe Johns made up the rest of the field. 

Eleven teams entered in the Team 
Roping event, which only paid four 
places. Father and son team, Bigshot 
and Happy took first with a time of 9,4 
seconds. Jason Grasshopper and Naha 
Jumper took second with a 145.4, Jeff 
and Todd Johns came in third, and 
Marvin Bowers and Amos Tiger claimed 
the last paying slot. 

In Women’s Barrel Racing, Tess 
Ducheneaux ran the cloverleaf pattern in 
15.65 seconds for a first place finish. 
JoLeigh (Johns) Fish finished second, 
and Big Cypress resident Claressa 
Bowers finished third. 

In Novice Barrels, Mackenzie 
Johns edged out Kari Kroeplin to finish 
first and Shadow Billie came in third. 

The Rough Stock and Bull Riding finished 
the Memorial Weekend Rodeo. Dough Fish finished 
first with a 71 -point ride. Ground money was paid to 
the rest of the contestants, who all failed to make 
eight seconds. 

Fritz Brewer and Mike Fletcher did another 
admirable job as Rodeo Officials. Thanks to Norman 
Edwards, who handled announcing duties. A “job 
well done” goes to Donna McFarland, who handled 
the secretarial duties. 

It takes a lot of hard work from a lot of 


great people to get the show running smoothly and 
Marty Johns and his Marki Rodeo family deserves a 
big hand. See ya “Down the Trail”. 




Huston Osceola 


Big Cypress Archery Shoot 


FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 445-6566 


Upcoming Events 

r‘N Sync 

r Madonna 

r Brooks & Dunn 

rRod Stewart 

rThe Go Go’s 

r Depeche Mode 

rBlink 182 

rOzzfest 

r Janet Jackson 

rDave Mathews Band 

rWWF 

rFlorida Marlins 

rR. Kelly 

rAaron Carter 

rWWF 

rFlorida Marlins 

rSade 

rSugar Ray 

Operated by Grand Residents 



By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — On June 1, competition 
continued for the 2002 Native Indigenous Games in 
the 3-D Archery category at the Big Cypress Archery 


Range. This third round of qualifying shoots provid- 
ed the opportunity for competitors to raise their aver- 
ages for a spot on Team Florida. A total of ten rounds 
are scheduled throughout the year, and participation 
in at least eight rounds is 
required. 

This round saw the return 
of some of the regulars, 
archers who participated in 
the first two rounds and the 
orientation shoot held in 
late February. Leading the 
pack in this round was 
Parker Jones of Brighton 
with a score of 260. Sonny 
Frank of Hollywood scored 
197. Third place finisher 
was Marvin Bowers with a 
188 score. Joel Frank Sr. of 
Hollywood placed fourth 
with a score of 171. 

Clint Bowers of 
Brighton participated in the 
youth division for a score of 
139. However the 
Recreation Department 
.2 learned recently that the 
g Cub Division for NAIG has 
.§ been eliminated, so Clint 
| shot for sport and practice. 
Everyone was in good 
spirits and handled the ever- 
present Florida humidity 
with professional poise. 


Joel Frank, Sunny Frank, Clint Bowers, Marvin Bowers and Parker Jones. 
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Bimini Offshore Fishing 



Leon Wilcox, Chris Osceola aboard Seminole Premonitions. 



Boogie Nunez, David Nunez, Dusty Nunez and Shane Buck. 


BIMINI — Have you ever been on a trip that 
you wished would never end? Well, the Bimini Islands, 
located 50 miles off the coast of Florida, are sure to satisfy 
anyone’s marine interests. 

Whether fishing for yellowfin tuna, divining for 
lobster or conch in the crystal blue waters, or testing out 
your new recreational aquatic toy, these isolated islands 
are sure to leave you with a rejuvenated spirit, as well as a 
cooler- full of fish to show your friends when you return to 

the mainland. 

The islands, 
also known as “The 
Big Game Fish 
Capital of the World,” 
provided the ideal spot 
for some Seminole 
anglers to compete for 
bragging rights. 

Access to prime fish- 
ing waters in the 
Bimini waterways, 
afforded the fishermen 
the chance to land 
tuna, dolphin, blue 
marlin, and sailfish. 

Cruising the 
inner waterways of the 
Remus Griffin caught a snapper. Bimini Islands was 

Leon Wilcox, Captain 
of “Seminole Premonitions”. Anglers aboard the boat were 
anxious to rewrite their own version of Hemingway’s “The 
Old Man and the Sea” in their fishing journals. 

After fifteen minutes of trolling about a mile off- 
shore, the cry “Fish On!” started off a busy day of fishing 
followed by the sounds of fish slapping against the 
crushed ice in the cooler. 

Though the Captain’s desire for a Big Fish was 
never fulfilled, the anglers still managed to fill their cool- 
er. 

Aboard the “Dream Catcher,” Captain Danny 
Tommie was having tough luck on the first two days of 
competition. Coming up with only a few fish that made 
weight, Tommie caught the Big Fish on the last day, haul- 
ing in a fifteen-pound mutton snapper. 

“We caught all kinds of fish that weekend,” 
Tommie enthused, “mutton snapper, yellowtail snapper, 
Nassau grouper, strawberry grouper, kingfish, and tons of 
nuisance trigger fish.” Tommie collected a cash prize, as 
well as bragging rights, for reeling in the snapper. 



Sports Festival 

Continued from page 1 

kids events. Monday the golfers 
took to the links at the Arrowhead 
Golf Club in Davie. 

Added prize money for all 
activities was provided by Big 
Cypress Recreation with support 
from President and acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Big 
Cypress Council Representative 
David Cypress. 

Sportsmen and women 
came from as far away as 
Oklahoma to participate in the 
action packed weekend. Old friends 
had a chance to visit and new 
friends were made at the All-Indian 
event. 

This year the ‘Seminoles’ 
brought the trophy back home 
when they put the Oklahoma boys 
‘Comanche Sticks’ out in the pool 
team event. First place went to the 
team of Tony Billie, Randy Clay, 


Jimmie Clay, George Grasshopper, 
Elrod Bowers, and David Cypress. 

Comanche Sticks were 
minus a player and dear friend this 
year, Mr. Rick Cizek, who passed 
away suddenly about one week 
after winning last year’s event. The 
team played in his memory and 
wore special shirts with Rick’s pic- 
ture on the back “so his spirit will 
be with us,” said teammates. 

Slick Shooters Theresa 
Boromei, Arica Buck, Oneva Jones, 
and new teammate Dale 
Grasshopper were repeat winners in 
the ladies division as they came 
through the brackets without a loss. 

Complete results in all 
events can be found in the Sports 
section of this issue. 

Congratulations to all the 
winners and thanks to all those who 
participated in this year’s Seminole 
Sports Festival. Special thanks to 
Jack Gorton, Assistant Recreation 
Director, and his staff from Big 
Cypress who ran the events. 



Club 51 was happy to get 5th place. 


Calling All Golfers 


Here is the schedule for 
Hollywood’s Qualifying rounds for 
Team Florida. 

All reservation are welcome 

to play. 

Ten rounds scheduled at 
Bonaventure C.C. (must play mini- 
mum 8 rounds). Saturday, June 9th on 
the west course for $24 green fee. 
Saturday, June 23 on the east course 
for $29. Saturday, July 7 - west course 
- $24. Sunday, July 15 - east - $29. 
Saturday, August 4 - west - $24. 
Sunday, August 12 - east - $29. 

Sunday, August 19 - west - $24. 
Saturday, September 8 - east - $34. 
Saturday, September 22 - west - $29. 
All tee times start at 12:56 

p.m. 

Women will play from the 


red tee. Senior men (50 and over) will 
play from the white tee. Junuor men 
(18 and under) will play from the 
white tee. Men (19 to 49) will play 
from the blue tee. 

Follow all USGA rules. Ball 
is to be played down. Everything is 
stroke play. Count all strokes and 
penalties. No Gimmies. Have someone 
in your group keep your score card. 
Sign your score card and turn it in to 
the pro-shop. 

Only the top two in each 
division will represent Team Florida at 
the 2002 Indigenous Games in 
Winnipeg next summer. 

Any questions contact Bo 
Young at the Hollywood recreation at 
(954) 989-9457. 


Sports Festival Pool Tournaments 


For The Record: 

Singles: Men: 1st place - 
Dale Cable (Indiahoma, OK), 2nd 
place - Les Gourd (Lost City, OK), 3rd 
place - Lloyd Nickell (Oklahoma City, 
OK), 4th place - “Boogie” Nunez 
(Brighton), 5th place - Woody Wilson 
(Trail). 

Women: 1 st place - Theresa 
Boromei (Brighton), 2nd place - 
Connie Williams (Big Cypress), 3rd 
place - Dale Grasshopper (Big 
Cypress), 4th place - Arica Buck 
(Brighton), 5th place - Virginia Billie 
(Immokalee). 

Teams: Men: 1st place - 
Seminoles (Tony Billie, Randy Clay, 
Jimmie Clay, George Grasshopper, 
Elrod Bowers, David Cypress), 2nd 
place - Boogie Men (“Boogie Nunez, 
David Nunez, Dusty Nunez, Shane 
Buck), 3rd place - Motown Boyz 
(Ralph Sanchez, O.B. 

Osceola Jr., Roy Garza, 

David Billie), 4th place - 
Comanche Sticks (Lloyd 
Nickell, Rocky Pigeon, 

Dale Cable, Bob 
Tissychy), 5th place - 
Club 51 (Lee 
Springwater, Les Gourd, 

Rock Locust, James 
Soap). 

Women: 1st 

place - Slick Shooters 
(Theresa Boromei, Dale 
Grasshopper, Arica Buck, 

Oneva Jones), 2nd place 
- Misfits (Virginia Billie, 

Linda Billie, Connie 


Williams, Janel Billie), 3rd place - 
Carlene’s (Carlene Osceola, Leoda 
Poole, Louise Jim, Verna Billie), 4th 
place - Oklahoma Shooters (Jo Ann 
Springwater, Sissy Fisher, Jamie 
Osceola, Shirley Mitchell, and cheer- 
leader Wyanetta “Canoe” Springwater), 
5th place - Tommie’s Girls (Linda 
Tommie, Alice Sweat, Jenny Johns, 
Debbie Carter). 

9-Ball: Men: 1st place - 
Elrod Bowers (Hollywood), 2nd place 

- Woody Wilson (Trail), 3rd place - 
Les Gourd (Lost City, OK), 4th place - 
Bob Tissychy (OK), 5th place - 
Mitchell Cypress (Big Cypress). 

Women: 1st place - Louise 
Jim (Trail), 2nd place - Connie 
William (Big Cypress), 3rd place - 
Theresa Boromei (Brighton), 4th place 

- Janel Billie (Hollywood), 5th place - 
Jenny Johns (Brighton). 



Dale Cable lines up his shot. 


FJRA Finals Held In Deland 



By Barbara Secody 

DELAND, FL - The weekend of May 25-27 
marked the end of yet another Rodeo season for the 
FJRA. Finals were held on June 25 and 26 at Deland 
where two young Seminole riders took advantage of 
the last opportunity of the season to boost their rating 
in the official FJRA standings. 

All year long the youth in the FJRA work 


In Deland, Shelby spent the morning before 
Saturday’s rodeo hanging out with her friends and 
fellow riders. While many of the other rodeo entrants 
were splashing around in the nearby Quality-Inn 
pool, Shelby and her gang, were stretched out against 
the horse trailer, chatting about all those things that 
girls chat about. (Although the girls compete against 
each other, they remain friends and encourage each 

other.) ^ 

That particular Saturday morning, g 
even the horses seemed to enjoy the compa- $ 
ny of the young ladies as they too, lazily & 
enjoyed the serenity of the morning. | 

The Osceola girls have won a myri- w 
ad of awards for their efforts. - In fact, they 
have won so many of the coveted silver 
buckles, they will someday need to add an 
extra room onto the house to accommodate 
all their prizes. Shelby snapped up the buck- 
le in this year’s FJRA finals, and Sheyanna 
received an award for the year’s “Most 
Improved” rider, so both girls took home 
recognition for their efforts this year. 

Improvement is what Rodeo is all 
about. No one expects these young athletes 
to win first place prizes when they first start 
out; but through their efforts, a lot of prac- 
tice and keeping focused on their goals, they 
have all shown much promise and they have 
all shown improvement. 

A major factor in their success is 
the support and encouragement of family and 
friends. These young people try their best, 
and nothing makes them feel better than 
knowing that they have family or friends 
^ cheering them on. 

1 Roy Stewart is one young cowboy 

& who has what it takes to become a champion 
% bull rider. Although everyone experiences 
£ disappointment, he shakes it off, squares his 
M shoulders and is ready for his next ride. 

This is the first year that Roy made 
it to the finals, and though he was happy to 
have made it, he took it in stride. Roy’s par- 
ents, Nettie and Raymond “Sugarfoot” 

Stewart, were proud of their youngest son. Roy is the 
youngest of six children, and has been riding with the 
FJRA for three years. 

Although he has always done well in the 
Steer Riding his efforts paid off this year, as he col- 


Lee, Nettie, Roy and Sugarfoot Stewart. 


hard to build up points and to improve their skills in 
the events of their choice. This year’s efforts paid off 
big for Roy Stewart and Shelby Osceola - both of 
Hollywood - as they were both honored at the yearly 
awards banquet with buckles and other prizes in their 
respective categories. 

Shelby Osceola turned a time of 18.032 sec- 
onds in the Barrel Racing, and managed a 21.850 in 
Pole Bending. Although her time was good in the 
Goat Tie, the goat managed to get up before the offi- 
cial count. 

Shelby, a member of the Hollywood Horse 
Club, takes her responsibilities to her animals seri- 
ously - as well as her commitment to rodeo. She has 
been riding since she was seven; and after seeing 
rodeos on television, she decided to give it a try her- 
self. 

She began with Barrel Racing, and after g 
winning five first-place awards in just eight rodeos, § 
her very first season, she was convinced that she had * 
made a wise decision to enter rodeo competition. jj 
Since then, she has expanded her talents in Pole | 
Bending, the Goat Tie, and even Breakaway Roping. 

Shelby, along with her sister Sheyanna, 
rarely miss the opportunity to participate in the 
rodeos. Their parents Bill and Tabby, have always 
supported the girls in their efforts and always travel 
with them to various rodeos, which are held all over 
the state. Rodeo provides the much needed encour- 
agement that young people need, serves as an excel- 
lent source of quality family time. 


Tina Billie 


lected a fifth place buckle in the event. 

Roy attends school in Hollywood and is also 
a member of the Hollywood Horse Club. He has 
good grades, a must for the young participants in the 



2000-2001 FJRA Rodeo Queen and her royal court. 


FJRA. If their grades fall below the required grade 
point average, the rider must sit out the next rodeo - 
until their grades are brought back up to standard. 
Roy is a team player and his sportsmanship and 
camaraderie with the other riders in the organization 
is to be commended. 

After Saturday’s events had come to a close, 
a dance was held for the FJRA members. Everyone 
enjoyed the evening, and looked forward to the next 
day’s FJRA Finals Award Dinner. 

A short church service, an FJRA tra- 
dition, was held prior to the awards dinner. 

Family and friends were on hand to share the 
moment with the young cowboys and cow- 
girls who received recognition for their hard 
work throughout the year. Members, their 
families, friends, and other guests enjoyed a 
delicious dinner of roast beef, sauteed mush- 
rooms, potato salad, coleslaw, rolls, and 
desserts - too numerous to mention. 

As the dinner wound down, FJRA 
secretary Sharon Seidler opened the ceremo- 
ny with a moving tribute to the late Donald 
Parrish, family members accepted a memorial 
tribute. 

Next on the agenda was the intro- 
duction of Rodeo officials. Jay Shaw, FJRA 
president , commended the young people for 
their dedication to the sport, and thanked 
their family and friends for their valuable 
support. 

According to Seidler, there were 
many people responsible for the continuing 
success of the FJRA, and she thanked those 
who had done so much for the young peo- 
ple. Rick Cochran received special thanks 
for putting on the event. Various western 
wear and feed stores were commended for 
their donations as well as the families of 
FJRA members. Then there were folks who 
just wanted to help out to encourage the 
kids through donations of cash or prizes. 

Outgoing FJRA Rodeo Queen, 

Ashley Rice was recognized and thanked 
for her outstanding representation of the organiza- 
tion. The FJRA welcomed the new 2001-2002 
Rodeo Queen, Whitney Storey, and her court, 
including Shelby Osceola, first runner-up. Ashley 
presented gifts to those who had helped her success- 
fully serve her 2000-2001 term. 

Miss Barbara Tortura was awarded All 
Around Cowgirl, and walked away with several first 
place prizes for her efforts. 

The presentation of awards went quickly as 
the members were called to the front to receive their 
awards. Proud parents and friends jammed the front 


of the room to get a picture of the winners receiving 
their awards. Tina Billie and Lucille Jumper were 
also on hand for the weekend event, and Tina was 
among the Seminole FJRA members who received 
awards for their participation in the organization 
throughout the year. Tina Billie and Bill Osceola 
accepted those certificates of appreciation and awards 
for those Tribal FJRA members, representatives and 
officials who were not able to attend. 

The Seminole Tribe was recognized for their 


contribution to the organization, as was President 
Mitchell Cypress and newly elected Hollywood 
Board Representative David DeHass. DeHass was 
also named the new bull riding coach for the youth. 
He has been a great role model for the young people 
starting out in rodeo, and spends much of his time 
with the youth of the Seminole Tribe. 

Congratulations to all the cowboys and cow- 
girls who worked so hard this year and to the parents, 
family, friends, and Tribal officials who gave support 
and encouragement to the youth. 



Sheyanna Osceola 
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Education 


Florida Indian Youth Program 


By Michael James 

The Florida Indian Youth Program 
(FIYP) is an intensive educational experience for 
approximately 50 Native American students that 
are held each year on the Florida State 
University campus. 

Provided by the Florida Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. (FGCIA), the 
FIYP is divided into four main components: 
Academic, Life Skills, Cultural, and Social. 

The FGCIA was incorporated in 1974. 
The Board of Directors of FGCIA consists of 15 
members appointed by the Governor with the 
advice of the Chairmen of the Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribes. 

One of the primary goals of the FGCIA 
is to provide technical assistance for the educa- 
tional, economic, social, and cultural advance- 
ment of Native American citizens residing in 
Florida. The FIYP was created to help facilitate 


this goal. 

The FIYP students, who range from 14 
to 17 years of age, travel to Tallahassee and live 
in a residence hall on the FSU campus. During 
the ten day program, the students participate in 
over 50 separate educational, cultural, and social 
events and activities designed to increase the 
probability of high school graduation and inspire 
students to higher academic achievements. 

The Academic component of the FIYP 
focuses primarily on written communications, 
mathematics, and computer skills. 

Life Skills provides important informa- 
tion for the young students on how to survive 
and succeed in today’s world. 

The Social and Cultural activities, 
which encourage students to appreciate their own 
culture and those of others, is designed to foster 
the student’s desire to become a leading citizen 
in their country, state, and Tribe. 


During the two-week program, the stu- 
dents spend more than 70 hours in the classroom 
at the Center for Professional Development or at 
one of Tallahassee’s three institutions of higher 
learning. Activities are planned for every waking 
hour; there is no such thing as free time during 
the Florida Indian Youth Program. 

Students are required to be with a coun- 
selor at all times and accompanied by at least 
one officer of the FSY Police Department when- 
ever the group leaves campus. 

FIYP students have made tremendous 
progress but there is still much work to be done. 
The FIYP needs both individual patrons and cor- 
porate sponsors in order to maintain its high 
level of excellence. 

This year’s program is scheduled to 
start on July 15 through July 29. 


Investment Firm Offering Native Internships 


STUART — The Association for Tribal Heritage, Inc. is a non- 
profit 501 (c )(3) organization dedicated to preserving tradition and promot- 
ing education among the Native American people. This national organiza- 
tion has been working diligently to establish programs that encourage eco- 
nomic and social growth within Native communities. 

Terry Tribble, President of the Association for Tribal Heritage, Inc. 
and member of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Anishinabe is devoted to 
the educational and economical development of Native American people. A 
graduate of Haskell Indian Nations University, he focuses his time and 
attention on establishing programs that emphasize “excellence in educa- 
tion” for Native American students and professionals. 

Most recently, through a collaborative effort between The 
Association for Tribal Heritage, Inc. and Fogel Capital Management, Inc., a 
Registered Investment Advisory Firm, a summer internship program for 
Native American college students has been implemented. “I can not stress 


enough the importance of this program as tribes continue to explore their 
economic horizons,” says Terry Tribble. The six-week program allows stu- 
dents interested in pursuing a career in business or finance to explore vari- 
ous aspects of the securities business. 

The Association for Tribal Heritage, Inc. has received an over- 
whelming response from students all over the nation interested in partici- 
pating in the Internship Program. A fund-raising campaign has begun to 
benefit those students qualified to take part in the six-week program. With 
the support of Native Tribes and community donors, the Association is con- 
fident the internship will be a huge success. 

The Native American Finance Officers Association and The 
National Indian Education Association endorse the Association for Tribal 
Heritage’s Summer Internship Program. If you would like to make a dona- 
tion to the Internship Program or wish to learn more about the organization, 
please contact Rachel Tribble at (800)-798-0618. 


‘Sharp Land’ Creek Language Workshop 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — For 2 weeks in May, the Brighton Culture 
and Education building resonated with the sounds of laughter, lan- 
guage lessons, and fellowship as Seminoles from throughout the 
Brighton Community took part in what has become an annual Creek 
language workshop. 

Made possible by the hard work of Madeline Tongkeamha, 

Lorene Gopher, and Jennie Shore, the workshop seeks to create litera- 
cy of the Creek language. Over 22 Tribal members attended two work- 
shops a day throughout the duration of the program. The language les- 
son portions of the program were taught by Margaret Mauldin. 

The Seminole culture, language, and education experts were s 
joined by staff from several notable colleges and universities. Tom I 
Sawallis of Florida Gulf Coast University, Sally McClendon of Hunter - 
College in New York and Jack Martin of the college of William and | 
Mary were some of the language professionals on hand that facilitated § 
the development and implementation of several important objectives 
for the 2001 session. 

According to Martin, who has just completed a Creek diction- 
ary, some of the objectives outlined included discovering language pat- 
terns, developing materials for teaching, and working with adults who 
understand some Creek but do not speak it. 

Martin, who works closely with Seminoles in Oklahoma, told the 
Tribune that there are more Creek speakers in Oklahoma but there is actu- 
ally a smaller percentage of the population that speaks Creek. Martin said 
that roughly 10 percent of the Oklahoma Seminoles can speak Creek while 
up to 33 percent of the Florida Seminoles speak Creek. Martin added that 
the youngest Creek speaking Seminole at Brighton is 44 years old. Martin 
and others volunteer their time for this workshop. 

The following are some examples of what participants produced: 
Nakete? What is it? Okcatet os.Kololoket os.Nakete? (setekkekv) 
Svtahet os.Cvle ostet os.Onvpv cofoknet os.Cvlecvn totkv etket os.Nakete? 
(totketkv cuko) Cvtvpekset os.Cvhiyet os.Cesse ehvcko ost os.Nakete? 
(Enkvnv fvske) Cvhvtket os.Cvyvmvset os.Cvle ostet os.Cvcotkuset 
os.Nakete? (yvpefikv) Cvpoloksuset os.Cvcvmpuset os.Nakete? (yvlahv) 
Rakke-mahet os.Sopvkhvtket os.Nakete? (yopo-lowaket os) Espokhat 
hvmkuset owis.Kapv lane accvyet os.Hetute-afke vpakin owat,cvcvmpet 
os.Nakete? (welvntvlo) Cvyomhkoset os.Cvhomhpoye saset os.Ekvn-kor- 
ket vn liketvt os.Nakete? (lucv-huehkvt os) Fvmecuset os.Hompetv heret 
os.Nakete? (hvmpvkvt os) Cvpket os.Lvstet os.Ele ocekot os.Nakete? 
(cekto-lvste)Cvle hokkolet os.Hopvye tvmkakot os.Cvkv cate owet os.Vc 
oklvste-lanet os.Nakete? (penwv) tafvmpecehvkihkeko tan omattafvmpe 
fvmpe poloksat lvpce tacetskatcehvkahecestaafampewalachkoot 

Lok chekfechoomon bochonkookaokfehchoomom onion if you 
can’t cut up the smelly, round, wet onion it will surely make you cry — 
Carol Cypress 

VnetLvste-oklanePvhe-holatteOwv tempe akhuervyet os I 
ambrown green I stand in the water — Stacy Jones 

Fvlvhpvfvlvhpv-hvtkefvlvhpv-komoftuse omesfvlvhpv seskvkvt- 
nathoktvke mvtiken sulecicvkes mahokvnts Shell white shell it has a little 
dip if you drink from me you will just produce girls — Rosie Billie 

Ehesse pvhe-holatteelvtce oklane, sopvkhvtke ‘setepvkusehe- 
leswvt oweseste em vnicvyet owesestvwenayekselvtce lopockusont 
vcvkcvhusettvkoca-lvstuce enheret owesehocefkv: sulecvpe — Alice Snow 
AsvnwvHolatte, hvtkePolokse owetVwaheSelofapketvtnak hocce 
sepekot on owatlvkcv-cvmpv hesse hervnto Yvnvsv Banana Yellow Sweet I 
like to eat it, WelvntvloLaneCvmpeWelvntvlo hompetv vn heret os — S. N. 
Dorgan 

I’m one in a bunch I wear a yellow jacket I’m sweet in ice cream 
What am I? Espokhat hvmkuset owisKapv lane accvyet osHetute-afke 
vpakin owat,cvcvmpet osNaket owiya? — S. N. Dorgan 

Pvhe-holatteLakcv cvmpeTvkoca lvsteAsvnwv-lvsteLakcv-cvmpe 
pahe holatte tos — Shirley Sampson 

I am a tree I grow in the wood and acorn is my fruit and air plants 
grow on my branch and black ants crawl on me, who am I? Etot owisEto 
ofvn hontiyet osLakcv vm mettet osCv lvccv asvnwv-lvste ohhontet 
osMomet tvkoca lvste vc vfollet osEstimvt owiya? — Shirley Sampson 

Etohisey holvte moungvd lanepukpvke hvtke — Jack Miccokvfee 
Luste fvmecustelekmecusgilbv holvted embvkbvkehvthvkusen 
ocetoskvfee telekmet fvh me cusen easkv kvd hertos,When I grow up 
Vcvcolofv, vhvkayv hakepares. -S. N. Dorgan 



Margaret Mauldin language specialist from Oklahoma along with Brighton 
Culture and Education Departments. 

Vcvcolofv, wakv cule ohlikares. -S. Sampson 
Vcvcolofv, hestvpo hayares. -Willie Johns 
Vcvcolofv, emvhvyetvn 
kerrares. Vcvcolofv, vtotkvres. - 
Jack Micco 

Cvhoktalofv, stemvpo- 
hicet aretskvres. -Agnes Bert 
Cvhoktalofv, ema- 
hayvres. Cvhoktalofv, tehapokv 
emahayvres. -Mable Haught 

Cvhoktalofv, nompele 
svyares. -L. Gopher 

Cvhoktalofv, vhvkayv 
hakepares. -Valerie Holatta 

Cvhoktalofv, heleshayv 
mvtutkv tares. -Jenny Shore 

Cvhoktalofv, stomketv 
svyares. -Rita Gopher 
Cvhoktalofv, cuthkko o li kv re. - 
Alice Sweat 

Cvhoktalofv, yahikit 
opunares. -Jenny Johns 

Cvhoktalofv, curakko- 
likares. -Carol Cypress 

When I was still young 
Cvmvnettuse monkofv, cvposen 
cvpoca eshokkolet vmvhayaken 
arimvts. -Lorene Gopher 

Cvmvnettuse monkofv, 
cvrahv tepaket akkopaneyofv, 
semontvlepvyofvt, vne min 
cvrokafhoyet owemvts. -Jenny 
Johns 

Cvmvnettuse monkofv, 
mvhakv-cukon 

arimvts. Cvmvnettuse monkofv, 
vkobvnit arimvts. Pokkechit owv 
aklobit arimvts. Vnsaphoyen 
oketv ocemvts. -Jack Micco 

Cvmvnettuse monkofv, 
cvrahvt ‘ste-eckuce cvhayemvts. - 
Shirley Sampson 
Cvmvnettuse monkofv, vntikoset 
akkopvnepet arimvc. Cvmvnettuse 
monkofv, svhorepickvn este mvn 
vhorrepvyatestvhakuce em vtcvke 
vhorimvts. -Jenny Shore 

Cvmvnettuse monkofv, 
kerrvkates. Cvhoporrenekates. 

Hompetv norickv kerrvkates. - 
Agnes Jumper. 


Seminole, Miccosukee 
Indian Scholarship 
Deadline Nearing 

By Michael James 

The deadline for the Seminole and Miccosukee Indian 
Scholarship is July 15, 2001 for the fall term. The amount of the 
award is determined and recommended by each tribe and shall not 
exceed the student’s cost of education. Each Tribe needs to submit 
their student’s applications in priority order for receipt of awards 
to the Department of Education. Highest priority for receipt of 
awards shall be given to eligible renewal applicants. 

The Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships may 
be received for a maximum of eight semesters or twelve quarters 
for undergraduate study or the equivalent for less than full- time 
enrollment. Additional terms of eligibility may be granted to 
undergraduate students who are enrolled in approved five- year 
degree programs or who need additional time to complete college 
preparatory instruction. 

After registration, the institution will disburse the 
Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships to eligible students 
in equal installments each academic term. 

Remember the deadline for this scholarship is July 15, 

2001 , 

State Farm Insurance 
Agency Sponsororing 
College Scholarships 

WINTER HAVEN, FL — State Farm Insurance 
Companies will donate $51,000 to Take Stock In Children to spon- 
sor college scholarships for Broward County students. When 
leveraged with local and state matching funds, State Farm’s contri- 
bution will produce a total impact of $1,100,000. 

State Farm’s donation to Take Stock In Children will 
sponsor college scholarships for State Farm Take Stock Scholars 
and underwrite the development of online mentor curricula and 
materials. 

Take Stock in Children identified children between the 
third and ninth grades who meet federal poverty guidelines; stu- 
dents will then be selected by committees comprised of educators, 
civic leaders, and business sponsors. Each State Farm Take Stock 
Scholar selected to participate in and complete the program will 
receive a 4-year college tuition scholarship purchased through the 
Florida Prepaid Tuition Program. The scholarship guarantees the 
child two years of community college tuition followed by two 
years of tuition at a state university. Students who prefer post-sec- 
ondary vocational-technical training instead of an academic degree 
may select a course of study at a community college leading to a 
two-year technical degree. 

Take Stock in Children is a highly successful non-profit 
program operating in 55 Florida counties. With a focus on student 
success and academic achievement as the solution to child poverty, 
Take Stock in Children has developed a comprehensive strategy 
that remains unrivaled in its scope and effectiveness. Volunteer 
mentors are the crucial component that has enabled its students to 
attain high academic achievement. 

For information contact Tom Hagerty at 863-318-3088. 



OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


Bronson Filling Vacant Cabinet 


By Tommy Benn 

TALLAHASSEE — Florida Governor Jeb 
Bush has appointed Charles Bronson to the Cabinet 
post of Commissioner of Agriculture. Bronson will fill 
the vacant Cabinet seat left by Commissioner Bob 
Crawford, who resigned on January 30. 

Bronson, 51, is from one of the oldest ranching fami- 
lies in the state. A fifth-generation Floridian, his family 
heritage runs deep in the state he calls home. Bronson 
resides in Melbourne, with his wife, Regina, and 
daughters, Michelle and Melanie. 

Bronson took the oath of office on May 14 
and was sworn in as Florida’s tenth Commissioner of 
Agriculture. Florida Chief Justice Charles T. Wells 
administered the oath of office. 

“I am both honored and humbled by this 
appointment,” said Bronson, who will serve out the 
current term, which ends in January 2003. 

Bronson replaces Terry L. Rhodes, who was 
appointed Interim Commissioner by Governor Bush. 
Ms. Rhodes will return to her position as Assistant 
Agriculture Commissioner. The Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services have employed 


Rhodes since 1988, serving as Director of 
Administration before being appointed as Assistant 
Commissioner. 

The Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, with more than 36000 employees, 
is the largest Cabinet Office in the state. 

The Department has many responsibilities: 
monitoring the food supply, production and marketing 
of all Florida food products, consumer protection, man- 
agement of over one million acres of state forest. 

Bronson is a 1972 graduate of the University 
of Georgia, where he studied Agriculture Education, 
and other agriculture-related fields. 

Elected to the Florida Senate in 1994, Bronson 
was re-elected in 1998. His committee assignments 
have included: Chairman of Agricultural and Consumer 
Services, Chairman of Natural Resources, and vice- 
Chairman of Health, Aging, and Long-term Care. 

Commissioner Bronson has always been a 
friend to the Seminole people and their agricultural 
endeavors, and has advised the Tribe that his door is 
always open. 
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ers and promised to work for their communi- 
ties and the Tribe. 

DeHass opened his remarks with spe- 
cial thanks to all for their support and prayers 
for his brother Joe Don Billie, who remains 
hospitalized in critical condition following a 
motorcycle accident. Johns, who won reelec- 
tion, thanked the Tampa and Brighton reserva- 
tions for their continued support and belief in 
him. He stated that he had “learned a lot in 
(his) two years on the Board and look forward 
to the next two years and working with John 
Wayne (Huff Sr. the new Brighton Council 
representative).” 

The Council Representatives were 
next up with Max Osceola Jr. the first to speak. 
Osceola spoke eloquently and forcefully about 
the Seminole’s strength in good times and bad 
and enjoined all Tribal members to remember 
their elected officials in 
their prayers. He spoke 
of the Seminole’s strug- 
gles against the United 
States Government since 
its existence began and 
pledged that the Tribe 
would remain uncon- 
quered. 

Osceola also 
thanked the elders, who 
met under that old oak 
tree many years ago to 
form the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and start the 
Seminoles on the road to 
recognition and prosper- 
ity. Newly elected 
Brighton Council 
Representative John 
Wayne Huff, Sr. added 
to Osceola’s sentiments 
telling of how he 
remembered Max’s 
mother, Laura Mae, and 


Inauguration 

Continued from page 1 


Outgoing representatives, Carl Baxley 
Jr. - Hollywood Board, Jack Smith Jr. - 
Brighton Council, and Mondo Tiger - Big 
Cypress Board, each spoke briefly expressing 
their thanks to their communities and fellow 
representatives and encouragement to those 
new to Tribal government. Baxley, who chose 
not to run for reelection, especially spoke 
about the need to stay united as a Tribe and a 
people. 

Newly elected Board Representatives, 
Paul Bowers Sr. - Big Cypress, David DeHass 
- Hollywood, and Alex Johns - Brighton, each 
took to the microphone to thank their support- 


Council Representatives pledge oath of office. 



Board members at swearing in. 


others sacrifice “eating bologna sandwiches 
and taking up a collection for gas money to get 
to Tallahassee and Washington.” Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress, chok- 
ing back tears, agreed with both men’s words 
and also thanked his supporters. 

Moses Osceola next led both the 
Board and Council Representatives in their 
oath of office as each pledged to uphold the 
office and the Constitution. Everyone in the 
audience then had the opportunity to shake 
hands (and offer some bits of advice and 
encouragement) with the representatives. 

Luncheon was served under a big 
white tent erected for the occasion. Tribal 
members and guests filled their plates (and 
their stomachs) with barbecue chicken and 
ribs, baked ziti, and all the fixings. 


Healing 

Continued from page 1 

a book began to materialize, Alice’s focus was 
on recording her knowledge. In the very begin- 
ning co-author Susan Stans was simply going 
to ‘desk- top’ publish Alice’s voluminous notes 
and then bind them. Somehow the idea crossed 
then librarian Norman Tribbett’ s desk who in 
turn took it to Michelle Thomas who then took 
the idea to Chairman Billie’s attention who 
ultimately ended up providing a budget for the 
expenses of publishing the work in the beauti- 
ful bound form it is found in today. She credits 
Jack Smith Jr. as the impetus for the book, 

“I was around the medicine all the 
time. My mother would get medicine for us all 
the time,” said Smith. Smith remembers his 
mother and Alice frequently worked together 
gathering the medicine. 

“It’s important for our youth to learn 
about this medicine,” said Smith adding that 
medicine might just as easily be lost as lan- 
guage if not practiced. 

“I am writing this book because 
young people need to learn Indian medicine 


before it is lost. White medicine will not cure 
all of the sicknesses, so it is important that my 
people have the knowledge to carry on a long 
tradition of healing,” said Alice in her 
acknowledgment. 

“I learned Indian medicine from my 
mother , Emma Micco. I went with her into the 
woods to collect the herbs. She would tell me 
what each plant was used for and what to call 
it in Creek. I learned some of my information 
from Indian doctors, Josie Billie, Jimmie 
Tommie, Buffalo Jim, Sonny Billie, Pete 
Osceola, Frank Shore, Rosie Billie, Bobby 
Billie, Susie Billie, Tony Billie, Louise Doctor, 
Joe Doctor, and my father, Charlie Micco. 

They were the ones who told me what plants 
to get for the treatment of the people. I want to 
thank them and Jack Smith Jr., James E. Billie, 
and Michelle Thomas for their support. 

Another person who was important to me and 
my knowledge of the herbs was my sister, 
Leona Smith, who died in 1999. She was 
always helping me find some of the plants. I 
also thank Susan Stans for preparing my hand- 
written notes to make this book,” said Alice. 

“In this book I have provided the 
three different names to the best of my ability. 
Different people have different pronunciations 


and items for treatment, but the ones in this 
book are recorded as I learned them,” said 
Alice. 

What started out as a year long proj- 
ect for Alice Snow turned into a 7 year labor 
of love. Many of you probably recall seeing 
Alice at the Brighton field office up to her 
elbows in papers all the while poring over 
plant fragments, photos, and documents 
through her trusty magnifying lens. The thou- 
sands of hours she dedicated to this project are 
perhaps best summed up by her daughter 

“My mother, Alice Snow, has been 
the most influential person in my life from the 
moment of my birth. Reflecting on the past, I 
remember that Mom would always make it a 
point to teach us something every day. She 
constantly told us, ‘be proud of our Indian her- 
itage and cultural customs, especially Indian 
medicine’. In every child’s life there should 
always be a mentor, who is responsible for 
preserving the past, nurturing the present, and 
preparing us for the future. For me that’s my 
mom, Alice Snow, and I love her dearly,” said 
Salina. 

Congratulations Alice and Susan! It 
was worth the wait. 


Seminole In Alaska 


Fortune Born Of Adversity 

The Story so far . . . This is Part 4 in a series about a 
Seminole woman and her family’s year 2000 living in a remote part 
of Alaska. After her air-lift from the Alaskan outback Seminole Linda 
Osceola Fredericks recovers from brain surgery . She suffers a relapse 
in a Seattle hospital on the day she is to check out and return to 
Alaska . . . 

T hey rushed me into ICU and kept me there for the next several 
days. For the first day or two I did not know what was happen- 
ing, but gradually my sense of awareness came back to normal. I 
am glad that my husband Mike was in the room that morning, because 
he noticed what was happening before it went too far. We have learned 
that it is very important for someone who knows you well to be with 
you as much as possible when something like that happens. While the 
doctors and nurses are very good at what they do, they cannot always 
tell when something is normal for you. Some people think that they are 
not doing much by staying in a hospital room with their loved ones, but 
that is not true. Even if nothing else, the sense of support gives hope to 
the person in the bed. 

After that, the doctors were much more careful about assum- 
ing that I was OK. They put me into therapy section of the hospital for 
the next three weeks. There I regained the strength and coordination 
that I would need to return to Alaska. 

Although the time in Seattle was a tough one for us, the Lord 
did some things for us through it that could not have happened other- 
wise. Maybe the most important was that my husband and I have been 
drawn closer together by the experience. The Lord had already been 
working with us in that area, but we needed that powerful jolt to really 
understand our commitment and our need for one another. He also dis- 
covered an old friend of his in Seattle that he had known as a child. 

They got together a few times while we were there and reestablished 
their friendship. Philemon, who is very interested in theater and dance, 
got to see the play “The Phantom of the Opera” in downtown Seattle. 

He walked around Seattle several times and experienced lots of new 
things. Living out in the woods, Philemon had been feeling discour- 
aged about being isolated. 

We came back to Fairbanks on the 30th of March. It was kind 
of scary to leave the security of the hospital, but we had to do it sooner 
or later. The commercial flight back was an ordeal for me because of 
delayed flights and schedule changes, but we finally made it. 

My husband had to fly out to the homestead about two days 
after we got back to Fairbanks, to relieve the person who had been tak- 
ing care of the place for us. I was not ready to go back to the woods 
yet, and stayed in town to do about six more weeks of therapy. After 
nine days, my husband got somebody else to watch the homestead and 
came back to Fairbanks to help me get around. 

During the time that I was recovering in Fairbanks, my 17- 
year-old son Philemon’s life began to change once again. We enrolled 
him in a summer math course at the University of Fairbanks and also 
Summer Fine Arts Camp. It was the Fine Arts Camp that really 
changed things. He majored in Dance, something that he had been 
dreaming of getting into but never had the chance before. Philemon 
got to stay at the University in a dormitory during the summer. That 
was a big step for him, living on his own for the first time in his life. 

My husband and I returned to our farm in the middle of May. 
The frozen river had just broken up almost all the snow was off the 
ground. We started getting ready for the summer growing season. My 
husband had to catch up on a lot of unfinished worked around the 
place, since we had been gone so long. I did what I could without 
being too hard on myself. Recovery from a brain injury is slow and it 
was frustrating not being able to work the way that I was used to in the 
past. 

We mainly planted potatoes, both in our own gardens and also 
in a neighbor’s field. We had high hopes for our potato crop, which 
usually does very well in Alaska. We also planted cabbage, kale, oats, 
turnips, and a number of other vegetables. Our hothouses, where we 
mostly grow tomatoes and peppers, went to waste that summer since 
we had a late start. 

— Next issue: Philemon realizes a dream, while forest fires 
threaten the family homestead . 
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Moments like eating breakfast at the kitchen table, on the way to grandmas house, or getting ready for a brand 
new day of school are all great opportunities you have to communicate with your children. Take time, pass down 
the traditions and communicate to our youth that drugs are not a part of our Native cultures. 

For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1,800788,2800, 

Communication. The Anti-Drug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
w w v.t h can t idrug.com 
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Happy Birthday | 

| Congratulations 

Thank You 



Happy birthday to Wesley C. 
Frank, born on June 5 . How old are 
you really? Seems just a few years ago 
and now you’re ready to graduate high 
school. Keep positive thoughts and 
actions; the outcome will astound you. 
Love you; hope you will have a fun and 
safe birthday. Mom, Eddie, Jesse, 
Victor, Shelli, Valerie and Vinson. 



Happy Birthday Elden Frank 
Ben Osceola! He turned 4 years old on 
the 14th. With much love from Toongie, 
Charlie, Randee and Gherri. 


Happy birthday to our Mom 
and Grandma, Virginia Mitchell. She 

was bom June 11 , W e can’t remember 
the year. Just kidding. We love you so 
much, can we have a party? Whatever we 
do we will make sure your birthday will 
be a happy one. Love always: Shelli, 
Victor, Jesse, Valerie, Wesley and 
Vinson. 



Happy birthday to our precious 
Shelli Mae Osceola, born on June 14, 
1992. We are all very proud of you and 
wish you all the happiness you deserve. 
Keep up the good grades, have a fun 
summer and may your birthday bring you 
many smiles. 

Love: Grandma Virginia, 
Eddie, Jesse, Victor, Dad, Valerie, 
Wesley, Mom, Shanie and Dakota. 



Happy belated birthday to 
“Bundy” Willie Jim McKinley Osceola. 

Love you lots. Momma Doris, Mom 
Peggy and the Otter Gang. 

Happy birthday Elden Frank 
Ben Osceola. With love, Aunty Carmen 
& Emmitt 


Decal Notice 


The 2001 Seminole Indian 
license plate will expire June 30, 2001. 
Due to the new procedure to process the 
license plates and decals transactions for 
Tribal members being placed by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, 
Tallahassee, FL. 


The issuance date for the 2002 
decals and/or license plates is not set. 

You will be notified as soon as 
the date is set. Should you have any ques- 
tions please contact the Tribal Clerk’s 
Office in Hollywood at (954) 967-3465. 



We would like to congratulate 
our son, Wyatt H. Motlow-North for 
graduating from Hollywood Preschool. 

We wish him the best of luck in 
Kindergarten. And we would like to 
extend our wishes to the rest of the gradu- 
ating class of 2001. Love, Mom, Dad, 
Grandma, Uncle R.C., and Grandpa. 
And also from the Motlows and the 
Poores. 



Congratulations Class of 2001 
Miss Desiree Kari Jumper 


With pride of achievement we 
stride toward the future. Filled with opti- 
mism and secure in the confidence that 
we will attain success and happiness in 
life’s fulfillment. The Class of 2001 
Clewiston High School will graduate at 
7:30 p.m. on May 18, at Cane Field, 
Clewiston, Florida. 



Congratulations to Victor P. 
Osceola age 10 and a member of the Bear 
clan. 


Victor attends American 
Heritage where he has been practicing the 
martial arts with instructor Debi 
D’ Amato. “This year he has worked very 
hard and shows his capabilities.” Ms 
Debi. 

He is now a dignified holder of a 
gold belt. We wish him more opportuni- 
ties that will come his way and will be 
there to support his endeavors. The 
utmost best to you Vic! 

Love: Grandma Virginia, 

Shelli, Jesse, Wesley, Valerie, Eddie and 
Dad. 



Congratulations, Tommie 
Jumper Hawk on you high school gradu- 
ation! Good luck next year at the 
University of Miami! 

Love, Mom, Dad, and Joe 

Congratulations to our two 
“baby birds,” Sally Kristie Johnett 
Osceola and Jamie Ann McKenzie 
Osceola. We are all proud of you two. 
Keep on with your education and stay in 
school. You’ll go far. You girls did it! 
Love you both! Best wishes, Dad, Aunt 
Doris and the Otter Gang. 


Job Opportunities 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Accountant 

5-17-01 

$45,000 w/ benefits 
Accounting Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

A/P Representative 

3-28-01 

$18,720 w / benefits 

Health Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

A-Built/CAD Drafter 

11-7-00 

$28,000 w / beneifits 

Utilities Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Administrative Assistant 
5-30-01 

Negotiable with benefits 
Family Services Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Administrative /Assistant 
5-9-01 

NA 

Governmental Affairs Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Gaming Clerk 

2-28-01 

$17,200 w / benefits. 

Gaming Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Commission Officer (5) 
10-31-00 

$28,000 w/ benefits 

Gaming Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Community Health Educator 
3-28-01 

$30,000 annually with benefits 
Health Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Maintenance Worker 

5-17-01 

$23,920 w/ benefits 
Housing/Construction 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 

Nutritionist 

3-7-01 


N. A. Y. O. Baseball & Softball - 

July 20 - 21. For information contact; 
Hollywood Gym (954) 989-9457, Joe Collins 
(954) 931-7793 or Sunshine Frank (954) 966- 
6300, ext. 1305. 

Indian Youth of America Youth 
Camp Program - June 29 - July 7 (deadline 
June 1 8) or August 10-17 (deadline being 
July 30). Ages 10-14 years. For general 
information call (712) 252-3230. 

Public Service Announcement — 
The University of Fort Lauderdale is offering 
special programs to earn a college degree with- 
in an innovative Christian learning environ- 
ment. Remedial and special entrance courses 
are available for anyone, who has the heart for 
higher learning and commitment for study. 

Enroll now for Summer and Fall 
2001. For information, call (954) 486-7728. 
The University of Fort Lauderdale is located at 
4200 N.W. 16th St. in Lauderhill. 

Bear in the Big Blue House Live 


Salary: 

Location: 

$35,000 annually w/benefits 
Health Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Operator/Maintenance Trainee 
3-28-01 

$ 17,680 with benefits 

Utilities Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Patient Services Clerk 
12-13-00 

$ 17, 600w/ benefits 

Health Hwd 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Reporter 

5-9-01 

$ 19,760 annually w/ benefits 
Communications 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Site Manager 

3-28-01 

Negotiable with benefits 
Hotmeals Hwd 

Job Title: Bookkeeper/ Office Asst 

Open Date: 4-18-01 

Salary: Negotiable commensurate w/ 

experience with benefits 

Location: Natural Resources Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Bus Monitor (PT) 

5-30-01 

$6.05 

Education Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Counselor 

10-17-00 

Negotiable with benefits 
Family Services Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Licensed Practical Nurse 
12-27-00 

$24,900 w / benefits 

Health Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 

Surveillance Operator 

3-7-01 

$17,680 w / benefits 


“Surprise Party” is premiering in Ft. 
Lauderdale at the Broward Center for the 
Performing Arts from July 4 - July 8, 2001. 

Florida Residents Special - Fun in 
the sun available at Sheraton Yankee Trader 
and Sheraton Yankee Clipper Beach Hotels. 
For more information or reservation call (800) 
958-5551. 

Funky Fish Ocean Adventure 
Camp - June 3 through September 30. Go 
snorkeling, tie-dye t-shirts, learn about sea life 
and enjoy a pizza party, The program runs 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call (954) 524-5551, 
ext. 314. 

The Southeast i-DealFlow Forum - 

submit applications by July 20, 2001, via the 
www. southeasti-dealflowforum. org. F inal 
application phase for minority entrepreneurs 
seeking $1 - $10 million in equity funding. 
Forum to be held November 2, 2001 at the 
Georgia Center for Advanced 
Telecommunications Technology in Atlanta. 


Location: 

Gaming Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Operator/ Maintenance 

3-28-01 

$ 17,680 with benefits 

Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Tribal Outreach/ Worker 
2-14-01 

$ 20,300 annually with benefits 
Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Youth Center Attendant 

5-17-01 

$ 16,640 annually w/ benefits 
Juvenile Justice Brighton 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Community Health/ Rep. 
11-29-00 

$18,700 annually w/ benefits 
Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
experience 
Location: 

Elem/ Middle School Teacher 
4-18-01 

Negotiable commensurate with 

Ahfachkee School Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Asst. Cook Janitor 

5-30-01 

$ 18,150 annually with benefits 
Hotmeals Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Medical Social Worker 

2-14-01 

Negotiable with benefits 

Family Services Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Permanent Sub. Teacher 

1-31-01 

$ 12.50 per hour with benefits 
Ahfachkee School Big Cypress 

Job Title: Pre-K Teacher 

Open Date: 4-18-01 

Salary: Negotiable commensurate with 

experience with benefits 


Salvation Army Car & Boat 
Auction - Saturday, June 23, 2001. Call (954) 
463-3725 for more information 

Creating a Cooperative Family or 
Classroom - June 21, 7 - 8:30 p.m. learn how 
to build a cooperative family or classroom 
atmosphere and what to do when there is a 
lack of cooperation. $15 per person, contact 
Maggie Macaulay at (954) 261-0980. 

Handling Sibling Rivalry - June 
28th, 7 - 8:30 p.m. to be held at the Hollywood 
Birth Center, 2316 Hollywood Blvd, call 
Maggie at (954) 261-0980 for more informa- 
tion. 

Consequences that Work! - July 
5th, 7-8:30 p.m. learn the two types of conse- 
quences and how to effectively use them. (954) 
261-0980. 

Enhancing Your Child’s Self- 
Esteem - July 12th, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Learn the 
components of self-esteem and nine methods 
of disciplining while instilling high self- 


Location: 

Ahfachkee Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Speech Therapist 

12-27-00 

Negotiable with benefits 
Ahfachkee School Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Teachers Aide 

1-31-01 

$13,644 annually with benefits 
Ahfachkee School Big Cypress 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Surveillance Operators 

3-7-01 

$17,680 annually with benefits 
Gaming Coconut Creek 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Cultural Language 

3-14-01 

$28,120 annually with benefits 
Cultural Education Immokalee 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Surveillance Operators 

3-7-01 

$17,680 annually with benefits 
Gaming Immokalee 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Teacher Aide (3/4 yr. class) 
2-7-01 

$ 18,150 annually with benefits 
Preschool Program Immokalee 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Gaming Clerk 

2-28-01 

$17,200 annually with benefits 
Gaming Tampa 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Surveillance Operators 

3-7-01 

$17,680 annually with benefits 
Gaming Tampa 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Salary: 
Location: 

Recreation Aid 

5-9-01 

$11, 440 annually with benefits 
Recreation Tampa 


esteem. (954) 261-0980 to register. 

“I Don’t Want To and You Can’t 
Make Me!” - Effectively Handling Power 
Struggles - July 19th, 7 - 8:30 p.m. How to 
recognize and disengage from power struggles, 
why power struggles are so common particu- 
larly with children, and skills to lessen them in 
the future. Hollywood Birth Center, (954) 261 - 
0980 for information or to register, $15 per 
person/$25 per couple per seminar. 

Evaluating Tribal Court Systems - 
Training session on July 23 - 25, 2001 at 
Harrah’s Casino & Hotel in Las Vegas, NV. 
Tuition is $298.00 per person. Deadline to reg- 
ister is July 20th, call NIJA at (707) 762-8113. 

Independence 225: Hollywood’s 
Spirit of ‘76 - July 4th at Young Circle Park is 
located at Hollywood Boulevard & U.S. 1. 
Dixieland and classic rock & roll from 6:00 - 
9:00 a.m. with fireworks at 10:00 p.m., call 
(954) 921-3404 or hotline at (954) 921-3400 
for more information. 


Notices 


I would like to send a big 
“Thank You” and I want to let everyone 
know what a wonderful staff that we 
have at school and what nice people Big 
Cypress has in the community. 

My name is Linda Peeples and I 
am the Fine Arts teacher at Ahfachkee 
School. On May 3rd my friend Sarah 
Williams who also teaches at Ahfachkee 
and myself were in a terrible car accident 
on our way to work. A farm worker 
pulled out in front of us causing us to flip 
several times and I was thrown from the 
vehicle out of the passenger window. The 
man who did this to us left but was 
caught several hours later. I laid on the 
side of the road for over an hour before I 
was airlifted to Lee Memorial Hospital in 
Ft. Myers. 

There was a man named Walter 
Layva who works at the Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki 
Museum who stopped by to help us. 
Walter never met me before the accident 
but he said he knew that I worked at 
Ahfachkee School because he passed me 
all the time on the road. I know that good 
Lord sent Walter to me to be my angel. 
Walter laid down with me on the side of 
the road and held my bloody hand and 
rubbed my bloody face and he kept 
telling me I had to stay awake until help 
came. Walter kept talking to me to keep 
awake. 

I felt peace come over me know- 
ing that Walter was by my side. I just 
want to say to Walter “Thank You” for 
taking care of me as if I was your own 
daughter. I’ll never forget what you did 
for me. There will always be a special 
place in my heart as well as my family’s 
for you. May God bless you with many 
blessings. You will always be an angel to 
me. 

There were so many people who 
stopped to help. There were so many peo- 
ple that I do not know. I would like to 
THANK every one of you. There were 
two men from Moore Haven named 
Buddy Gravy and Melvin Guery who 
were friends of mine who also stayed by 
my side. I want to send a big THANK 
YOU to them as well. I know there were 
several people from the Big Cypress 
Indian Reservation who stopped to help 
me that I am unsure who you are, but I 
want to say THANK YOU to all of you 
and may God Bless you in many ways. I 
would love for you to write me or call me 
to let me know if you were one of the 
people who stopped to help me so I can 
personally thank you. 

I also want to send a hug 
“THANK YOU” to the best boss in the 
world Dr. Pat Gaffney. Thank you for all 
of your phone calls and for all of your 
help with my insurance. Thank you for 
being so understanding about me not 
being able to work for a few months. Just 
knowing that I have such a caring boss 
and staff members by my side helps my 
progress to recovery. I can’t wait to go 
back to work to see all of you. 

I want to THANK Dr. Sharon 
Byrd for being so concerned about me 
and for caring about me like I was part of 
her family. I want to THANK the whole 
staff at Ahfachkee for all of the flowers, 
phone calls and cards. I want to THANK 
all of the students at Ahfachkee for all of 
the lovely cards you made for me. When 
I received all of your cards, you truly 
brought a ray of sunshine to my gloomy 
day. I am so proud to an Ahfachkee staff 
member. It is truly an honor to work and 
to each with such caring people. I think 
of all of you like I do my family. Again, 
thank you for everything you’ve done for 
me. 

I also want to THANK Patrick 
McElroy my childhood friend. Patrick 
works at learning resources at Big 
Cypress. We have been friends for 25 
years. Thank you for being by my side 
through by surgeries, and for staying at 
the hospital with me the night of my sur- 
gery. Thank you for helping out with 
Jenna and Haley. Thank you for helping 
set up my house to be handicap proof. 
You are truly my very dear friend. I love 
you very much. Again, thank you for all 
of your care. 

I would also like to THANK 
James Billie for the beautiful basket of 
flowers; that was very thoughtful of you. 

I want to THANK Belinda and 
Dianna in Hollywood at human resources 
for all of your help with my insurance. 
You two do not even know me but you 
went out of your way to make sure that 
the hospital had all of my insurance 
information. You two took a load off my 
mind doing all of my insurance for me. 

I would like to ask everyone to 
keep me in your prayers. I have a broken 
left leg and left hip. I have dislocated my 
left side of my jaw and have lost all of 
my feeling in my right index finger and I 
have several fractures to the muscles that 
surround my spine. I am a single mom 
with two little girls. My orthopedic doc- 
tor says I’ll be able to return to work in 
August. Please pray that I’ll have a 
speedy recovery. Please pray for my two 
little girls, they have been through a lot. 

Again, a big huge THANK 
YOU to everyone who has been so caring 
and thoughtful to me. God Bless you all. 

Love, 

Linda Peeples 

P. O. Box 456 

Moore Haven, FL 33471 
863-946-2567 
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Wind Clan Member Graduates 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Cherelee Kristen Julia 
Hall of Big Cypress graduated from the Admiral 
Farragut Academy on May 19, in St. Petersburg, FL. 
On the lawn of the Admiral Farragut Academy’s 
Garden Theater, Cherelee stood proudly with the 
Academy’s Class of 2001 
and received her high 
school diploma. Along with 
her high school diploma, 

Cherelee received a 
Certificate of Merit for 
Community Service and the 
Principal’s Outstanding 
Contribution Award. She 
also received a certificate, 
ribbon, and medal for 
Patriotism, Academic and 
Military Achievement from 
the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Established in 
1945, Admiral Farragut has 
been named a Naval Honor 
School by Congress and is 
one of the few schools in 
America that can make 
direct appointments to the 
nation’s military academies. 

The school is renowned 
nationally and internationally for its military- style 
upper school program. 

Cherelee has attended the academy for three 
years and marks her graduation as “the completion of 
a big part of my life.” Joy, excitement, relief and also 
great sadness are some of the emotions she says she 
felt during the ceremony. “I’m so happy to be gradu- 
ating and feeling this huge sense of accomplishment 
but I am also saddened at leaving my friends, both 
staff and students, and the environment of together- 


ness that Eve grown so used to.” Her plans after 
graduation are to live and work in Big Cypress for 
the summer and attend Virginia Intermont College in 
Bristol, VA to study Business Administration and 
Photography in the fall. 

The commencement address was given by 
Rear Adm. Thomas Steffans. He 
reminded them that they are the 
first graduating class of this new 
millenium and that their genera- 
tion is different. “You see in 
concepts. You think digitally. 
You live in a global village 
where the clash of civilizations 
grows stronger every day. You 
will be called upon to protect 
our planet. Remember that all 
that is necessary for evil to tri- 
umph is that the good do noth- 
ing. Godspeed 2001, 

Godspeed.” 

Friends and a large 
contingent of Cherelee ’s family 
and clan members traveled to St. 
Petersburg for the occasion. 
Among the visitors was Rosie 
Rosa Billie, a senior tribal mem- 
ber and matriarch of the Wind 
Clan. Other family members 
included, Lydia Cypress, James 
Hall, Cathy Cypress, Candy 
Cypress, Nadine Bowers, Toahooke Bowers, Nancy 
Billie, Jennifer Billie and an unknown number of 
children and friends. After the final formation and 
salute at the end of the ceremony, tears of joy and 
heartfelt hugs among Cherelee and her family con- 
veyed the pride and emotion pervading their hearts. 
Cherelee has come a long way and met many chal- 
lenges to arrive at this major crossroad and achieve- 
ment in life. The Seminole Tribe congratulates her 
and wishes her Godspeed Cherelee, Godspeed. 



Cherelee K. J. Hall 


Hollywood 

Continued from page 1 

Preschool Graduating Class 2001 - 

Manuel Jose Baker, Daija Ray Ann 
Baxley, Alisia Hali Billie, Shelli 
Rubylanne Billie, Julian C. Billie, 
Nanthaniel Aaron Doctor, Haden 
Little Bear, Jaide Whitney Micco, 
Wyatt Motlow North, Anissa 
Christine Osceola, Cameron Neil 
Tartsah Osceola, Neko Miulu 
Osceola, Neyom Anthony Osceola, 
Adahma Xavier Sirota, Donte Osceola 
Tiger, Isabel Maria Tucker, Katelyn 
Rene Young. 


Attention 

All Hollywood Reservation 2001 
Graduates 
High School • GE.D. 

Technical/Vocational 
College/University 
Please contact the 

Hollywood Education Department at 
(954) 989-6840 ext. 1222 or 1304. 



L-R: Max Osceola, Elton C. Bayley congratulate Wyatt M. North. 




Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 




954 - 760 - 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 






Preschool entertained the audience with songs before the graduation ceremonies. 


Big Cypress Preschool Graduation 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Community gathered at the Morgan Smith Cattle and 
Range Building to honor the 2001 graduates of the 
Big Cypress Preschool on the morning of June 1 . 

Amid the energy of precocious childhood 


Preschool class of 2000/2001 graduate. 

playfulness, the graduation ceremony started out and 
finished as lively as any event could be. The tiny 
graduates were as adorable as dolls and gave the 
audience of parents and visitors a look at the abilities 
and charm of our Tribe’s precious resource. 


The program started with a prayer by Alma 
Johns followed by welcoming remarks given by 
Preschool Director Leona T. Williams. The graduates 
recited the pledge to the Seminole Flag before going 
into their performance of songs in English (All I 
Really Need, Two Ways Out, The Alligator Chant) 
and Mikusuki (Brother John, 
Seminole Counting Song, Wheels 
On The Bus). 

Taking a break to don 
their caps and gowns, the Juniors 
and Seniors formally introduced 
themselves to the audience in 
Mikusuki. Next came the presenta- 
tion of diplomas by Williams and 
Thommy Doud. The Junior gradu- 
ates were Sydnee Cypress, 

Graysun Billie, and Natomah 
Robbins. The Senior graduates 
were Darlah Cypress, Tyrus Billie, 
Caitlin Cypress, Elijah Billie, 
Kaitlin Osceola, Dorian Jumper, 
Sabre Billie, Anthony Joe, and 
Candy Landin. 

Balloons and confetti 
were dropped from the ceiling onto 
the group of children to celebrate 
this passage. The Preschool staff 
served families and visitors lunch 
at the conclusion of the winsome 
occasion. 

The Preschool staff is to 
be commended for their tireless 
effort to educate and inspire our children to learn and 
develop positive characters. The Seminole Tribune 
thanks you. 



Immokalee Preschool Graduation 
And Student Recognition 


By Benny Secody 

On May 3 1 , friends and family of the 
Immokalee Preschool students joined teachers and 
school staff at Collier County Park to celebrate grad- 
uation and student recognition. Although only one 
young lady graduated, school staff and teachers rec- 
ognized all the children as their proud parents looked 
on. Many of the parents and volunteers were pre- 
sented with awards for their dedication to the chil- 
dren at the preschool. 

Miss Rosalinda Mika Lopez, along with the 
other students marched into the ceremony to Elgar’s 
“Pomp and Circumstance”. The program began with 
invocation, provided by Mrs. Alma Johns. After the 
invocation, the students recited the “Pledge to 
Manteele”. 

Michelle Ford, Preschool Center Manager, 
welcomed and thanked everyone for their attendance 
and support throughout the year. School staff and 
teachers were introduced, along with the community 
volunteers, and recognized for their valuable contri- 
bution to the children. She described the curriculum 
and activities the children had participated in 
throughout the year. 

Class songs were sung by the children such 
as A-nosh-pe-ke Ho-pan-ke (Counting Song), Baash 
Shenchenehle, Ontayhe (London Bridge), An-l/ak-fe 
and Jesus Loves Me (in the Creek language). 

Next on the evening’s program were the 
presentation of Certificates and one diploma. Only 
one student graduated this year, Miss Rosalinda Mika 
Lopez. She had no problem being the center of 
attention as the only graduate of this year’s Class of 
2001. 


Miss Rosalinda Mika Lopez 




the Toddler Advancing Students) Kenny Davis, Jr., 
Damion Sinclair Frank, Chelsey Nicole Ford and 
Lauren Dine Posada. Infant Advancing students were 
Issiah Alvarado and Troy Lee Cantu. 

Preschool and Toddler Students 
were Alphonso Alvarado, Jr., Amber 
Alvarado, Chelsey Alvarado, Jonah 
Alvarado, Kyle Alvarado, Eliza Michele 
Mora and Jade Lizett Tapia. 

Following the presentation of cer- 
tificates, Rosalinda was presented with a 
new backpack - which she will now use as 
she moves on to Village Oaks Elementary. 
She is the daughter of Sheila Aguilar and 
Joe Lopez of Immokalee - and the grand- 
daughter of Elaine Aguilar, Immokalee 
Board Representative. 

Rosalinda, age four, says her 
favorite color is pink and she enjoys riding 
four-wheelers, watching TV, and playing on 
the playground at school. What she likes 
the most about preschool is playing with 
toys and friends, and when she grows up, 
she wants to be “Cinderella”. 

^ Following the presentations, a raf- 

g fie drawing was held followed by a dinner 
“ provided for the students, and their friends 
a and families. It was a time for fellowship 
M between parents and teachers, who all look 
forward to enjoying the summer months. 
Ms. Ford thanked everyone for coming and 
again, for their support throughout the year. 


Dressed in a bright red cap and gown, 
trimmed with patchwork depicting the Seminole col- 
ors, Rosalinda eagerly accepted her diploma from 
Ms. Ford. 

The other children recognized were (from 


Jessica Lopez receiving her certificate. 
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Diabetic Fun Day, page 11. 


The Bowers: Paul Jr. and Sr., Graduation Day 
2001, Vanguard School, Lake Wales, page 8. 
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Florida Cattleman’s Convention 


By Tommy Benn 

MARCO ISLAND - Cattlemen 
from all over Florida converged on the 
Marco Island Marriott Resort Hotel, site 
of the annual Cattlemen’s Convention and 
Trade Show, for a full agenda of meetings 
and seminars about issues affecting the 
beef animal industry. 

State, Federal and local policies 
affecting the beef industry and the elec- 
tion of state officers and committee 
appointment were among the topics dis- 
cussed by the Florida Cattlemen’s 


Association (FCA) membership. 

In conjunction with the FCA meetings, 
similar events were held by the Florida 
Cattlewomen’s Association, the Junior 
Florida Cattlemen’s Association, and the 
Florida Beef Council. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
the 12th -ranked beef producer in the 
nation, sent a sizable delegation to the 
island resort. 

Attending were Brighton Board 
Representative Alex Johns, B.C. Board 
Representative Paul Bowers Sr., Natural 


Resources Director Don Robertson, cattle 
foremen Cotton Baxley and Joey Henry, 
herdsmen Bubba Johns and Mike Henry, 
Stanlo Johns, Billy Joe Johns, Richard 
Bowers, Rudy Osceola, and many other 
Tribal citizens. 

Events held during the three and 
1/2 day convention included committee 
and directors’ meetings, seminars, a quiz 
bowl, sporting events, and a ladies’ fash- 
ion show, sponsored by Eli’s Western 
Wear and the Lavender and Lace 
Boutique, both of Okeechobee. 

The trade show, the highlight of 
the convention, displayed new and 
improved products and services such as 
feed, seed, equipment, minerals, supple- 
ment, fertilizer, chemicals, animal health 
products, and marketing and sales servic- 
es. 

4-H Director Polly Hayes set up 
a booth showcasing the Three C’s for the 
Seminole Tribe’s Citrus, Cane, and Cattle. 
Many spectators were surprised at the 
wide variety of ventures displayed at the 
Tribal booth. 

The Seminole Tribe, also spon- 
sored a beautiful handcrafted belt buckle, 
donated by Paul Bowers Sr., as a give- 
away for one lucky person who registered 
at the booth. 

There was also a pageant for 
1 FCA Sweetheart. Competing were: 

® Christine Baldwin, Marion County; 

| Jessica Bailey, Manatee County; Carrie 
£ Burkett, Brevard County; Catherine Bush, 
Duval County; Christin Chandley, Polk 
County; and Diana Daugharty, Volusia 

See CATTLEMAN, page 5 



President Mitchell Cypress and Natural Resoaurce Director Don Robertson. 


2001 Ahfachkee High School Graduation 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Ahfachkee 
School Graduation Ceremony 2001 was 
held at the Herman Osceola Gym on the 
evening of June 5. This annual ceremony 
honoring students graduating from high 
school, eighth grade and kindergarten is a 
much anticipated and joyous occasion not 
only for the students and their families 
but also for staff members and the com- 
munity. 

Guests from surrounding com- 
munities, Hollywood, Brighton and 
Immokalee along with Tribal dignitaries 
arrived in the midst of a severe rainstorm 
to recognize these young achievers and 
wish them well. 

Acting Chairman and Board 
President, Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Councilman David R. Cypress, Big ;| 

Cypress Board Representative Paul ® 

Bowers Sr., and Seminole Tribe General •§ 
Counsel Jim Shore were seated on stage ^ 
with Ahfachkee School Principal Dr. 

Patrick Gaffney, Reverend Vincent Micco 

See AHFACHKEE, page 6 


Timmy Johns and Paul Bowers presenting colors. 



Theresa Boromei Team Makes Top Ten In Vegas 


By Libby Blake 

LAS VEGAS — Brighton resi- 
dent Theresa Boromei put together a top- 
notch women’s team to compete in the 
21st Annual VNEA International Pool 


Tournament, held May 29 - June 3 at the 
Rivera Hotel and Casino. Boromei ’s team 
placed ninth out of over 130 teams in the 
women’s division, for a $1,000 payday. 
Boromei ’s teammates were 
Peggy Nunez, Charlene 
Haynes, and Amy Poulter. 
Nunez and Haynes shoot pool 
at the Players Pub in 
Okeechobee, and Poulter shoots 
out of Riverside Billiards in 
Stuart. Dedicated shooters, 
Nunez, Boromei, and Haynes 
usually place in the top five at 
most local pool tournaments. 

Teams from all over the 
world come to Las Vegas to 
compete in the VNEA tourna- 
ment. This year, the tournament 
floor was awash in the national 
colors and flags of the countries 
w of Russia, Croatia, Germany, 

| Australia, Malaysia, the 
® Bahamas, and Canada. 

The Seminoles, whose 
usual lineup includes Tony 
Billie, David Cypress, Randy 
Clay, O.B. Osceola, Jr., and 
George Grasshopper, had to 
play their first round match 


with only four players. Previous commit- 
ments kept everyone but Billie and 
Osceola from making the event this year. 

Billie and Osceola teamed up 
with feared Naples players, Andy Tennant 
and Neil Martin, and lost their first round 
match by two balls against a team that 
had all five players. The team picked up 
Boogie Nunez, who came to support his 
wife, Peggy, before the next round. The 
Seminoles finished in the money, placing 
126th out of more than 600 teams. 

The Immokalee teams, the 
Play’AZ and the High Rollers, were elim- 
inated early and didn’t fare much better in 
the Sportsmen rounds. The Play’AZ line- 
up includes Maria Billie, Ralph Sanchez, 
Roy Cantu, Juan Salinas, and Libby 
Blake. The Higher Rollers included 
Tommie Benson, David Billie, Raymond 
Mora, Angel Citrone, and Frankie 
Delarosa. 

The Classics, a familiar name to 
many of the pool players in the Tribe, 
placed 1 3th in the team division. Jay 
Huffman, Okeechobee and Stuart charter 
holder, captained the team of Corey 
Penrod, A1 Koklys, Jim Rose, and Joe 
Giaccone. The Classics play out of 
Riverside Billiards in Stuart. 



L-R: Peggy Nunez, Charlene Haynes, Theresa 
Boromei and Amy Poulter. 



Steven Billie 


Bull Riding Clinic Held In Brighton 


By Benny Secody 

BRIGHTON — On the week- 
end of June 9-10, World Champion bull 
rider Gary Leffew conducted a two-day 
clinic for 12 young Seminole cowboys. 

Leffew was ranked number 
two in the United States in 1967, and 
World Champion in 1970. Since then 
he has racked up many other accom- 
plishments. 

He has coached numerous 
Hollywood celebrities for the rodeo 
movies: “C.W. Coop”, “J. R. Bonner”, 
and “Eight Seconds”, as well other 
documentaries and commercials. He is 


presently working on a screenplay enti- 
tled “Red Shirt”. 

During the clinic, the second 
one he has conducted for the Seminole 
cowboys, Leffew provided drills, safety 
exercises, and tips. 

Leffew also showed a video of 
former students, including five-time 
World Champion, Ted Nuce. Leffew 
has known the Native American cow- 
boy since Nuce was 1 0 years old. 

The second day of the clinic 
the youth were quizzed and asked to 
demonstrate what they had learned. 

See BULL RIDING, page 16 


Big Cypress High School Grads 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — As the hot 
days of June arrived, another school year 
came to an end. For some, it is the end of 
twelve long years of education, discipline, 
tests, grades and teenage drama. It is the 



Happy Jumper 


beginning of a new era, the arrival at a 
threshold of change. 

It is many things, but most of, 
it’s a time of celebration and joy. A time 
to recognize the students who have 
endured and achieved a goal. The Big 
Cypress Community honors their high 
school graduates of 2001. 

Happy Jumper, 19, the son of 
Moses and Laquita Jumper, graduated 
from Shulter High School in Henrietta, 
OK, on May 5. Happy’s main interests are 
competing in rodeo events. He started 
roping at the age of four and has dedicat- 
ed much time and energy to team roping, 
bull riding, steer wrestling, and calf rop- 
ing. 

Happy earned the All-Around 
Cowboy title at the Creek Festival and 
Rodeo in Oklahoma. He was also State 
Team Roping Champion at the age of 13. 

When he’s not practicing for 
upcoming rodeos, Happy likes to go hunt- 
ing and fishing. He’s presently working 
for the Cattle and Range program fixing 
fences, riding horses and tending to cattle. 

Happy hasn’t any immediate 
plans for college but is leaving his options 
open. He credits his parents for encourag- 
ing and pushing him to get his high 
school diploma. 

See GRADUATES, page 8 
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Reflections By Patsy West 



Alligator Tales 


By Patsy West 

The Seminole Tribe’s involve- 
ment with the capture of the two-foot long 
caiman found in Central Park this week 
was yet another page in the Florida 
Seminoles’ long history with alligators. 
The Seminoles enjoyed a lucrative alliga- 
tor hunting economy in the late 1 9th and 
early 20th centuries when the soft alliga- 
tor hide underbelly was in demand for the 
leather industry. 

Early in the last century, alligator 
eggs were gathered by Seminole hunters 
to supply a popular “pet alligator” market. 
The newly hatched babies were purchased 
from the Seminoles and shipped in little 
boxes from curio shops and tourist attrac- 
tions to children “up north.” Some tourist 
attraction personnel, like Henry 
Coppinger Jr. of Miami, were concerned 
about the treatment of the baby saurians 
and included instructions on their care. Of 
course, these babies could have grown 
over 10 feet long in their native habitat! 

What did happen to the six-inch 
long reptiles when they reached Chicago 
or New York? Some arrived dead, others 
were vigorous, ravenous, and ready for a 
swim in a guest room sink or bathtub. 
When the children or their parents tired of 
them as pets, how long would a northern 
Mom allow the little critters to remain in 
the house or basement? In the 1930’s 
there was a four-foot alligator found dead 
in the sewers of New York. Was THAT 
the catalyst for the “scary” sci-fi movie 
about an alligator found in the sewers of 
New York? So, the two-footer found last 
week was doubtless an attempt to get rid 
of an unwanted pet. 

It is the Florida Seminoles who 
have been the greatest promoters of alli- 
gators, adopting the sport called “alligator 
wrestling” early last century. While 
Seminoles technically wrestled alligators 


in the process of catching them 
in the wilds, alligator wrestling 
as a tourist attraction feature 
was created by Henry 
Coppinger Jr. of Coppinger ’s 
Tropical Garden Tourist 
Attraction in Miami. 

Learning from 
Henry’s success, alligator 
wrestling provided income for 
many young Seminole men at 
tourist attractions, who asked 
the eldest member of the Snake 
clan (the relative of the extinct 
Alligator clan) for permission 
to manhandle the reptiles. 

Seminoles wrestled alligators 
in the 1930’s at the Chicago 
World’s Fair and the New York 
World’s Fair. 

The tourists’ thrill of 
watching alligator wrestling 
promoted the Florida 
Seminoles unlike any other 
activity. Seminole and 
Miccosukee wrestlers have 
traveled all over the country 
and abroad to Paris and 
Singapore with alligator 
wrestling acts promoting the 
Tribes. Modern day alligator 
wrestling shows are some of 
the most informative available 
on the saurian, as the wrestlers 
discuss the history, physiologi- 
cal characteristics, and envi- 
ronmental issues concerning 
the species. While alligator 
wrestling promoted the Florida 
Tribes as unique tribal entities, tourism 
brought long-lasting economic prosperity 
to the tribal peoples in their pre Bingo 
days. 

Alligator wrestling can be seen 


Bobby Tiger a Miccosukee alligator wrestling leg- 
end, “bulldogs” an alligator at his attraction on 
the Tamiami Trail in the 1950’s. Postcard from 
the Seminole/Miccosukee Photographic Archive, 
Ft. Lauderdale. 


today in select tourist attractions located 
on Seminole and Miccosukee 
Reservations in Southern Florida and at 
special events. Little wonder that the 
Florida Seminole Tribe sent a representa- 
tive of their Okalee Indian Village to 
Manhattan last week to “rescue” the 



Ush peh oochapee (Corn field) 


Bingo And Economic Self-Determination 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Twenty- two 
years of litigation, investigations, promis- 
es, threats, support, outright lies and con- 
demnation has followed the efforts of 
Howard Tommie to start his people on the 
road to financial freedom and prosperity. 

Over these years, truth has been 
confused with fiction - whether intended 
or not. There’s an old saying, “Repeat it 
often enough and it becomes fact.” 

People, by nature, are quick to blame and 
slow to give credit. How did the 
Seminoles really get involved in bingo 
and when? Has credit been given where it 
was deserved? 

Seminole Bingo began operations 
December 14, 1979 on the Hollywood 
Reservation. Chairman at the time was 
James E. Billie. Most of the credit, in the 
press and in history books, has been given 
to Billie because it opened under his 
tenure. 

To understand anything, one 
must first know the facts. To get to the 
facts, one must learn the history. 

Gaming has been a part of the 
Indians culture since before the first 
European (though some would argue the 
Vikings) set foot on America. It was 
included in most, if not all, tribal cere- 
monies and celebrations. When the set- 
tlers faced difficulty subduing the Indians 
through warfare, they found another way 
- take away their culture and make them 
dependent on the white man for their 
every need. 

Christian reformers held to the 
belief that Indians should be converted 
from their heathen ways to save their 
souls and be held individually responsible 
for their success or failure in American 
society. The Dawes General Allotment Act 
of 1887 stated that the Indians’ future 
would be best served by abandoning trib- 
alism, taking up individual land allot- 
ments and becoming productive farmers 


JZJZJZJZ 


Dear Friends of the Indigenous, the 
Buffalo, and the Earth, 

I am appealing to you to support 
the Sicangu Lakota (Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe) in it struggle to avoid becoming the 
home of the world’s third largest hog 
farm. The first phase of 24 barns is 
already in place and in spite of tribal 
opposition and legal intervention by sev- 
eral organizations, Bell Farms (Sun 
Prairie) continues construction on the sec- 
ond phase. When completed, there will 
be 1 3 sites of 24 barns each. The waste 
disposal digester at site #1 is not properly 
functional, as predicted. 

As indicated in my letter to Mr. 
Bell, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe is valiantly 
battling the matter in the judicial system, 
with its sovereignty in serious in serious 
jeopardy. Meanwhile, we are establishing 
a vigilance camp, to be called Camp 
Sovereignty, in the vicinity of the hog 
farms. We can no longer tolerate the 
severe corporate oppression of Bell 
Farms. We can no longer tolerate the 
threats to our environment, to the quality 
of justice, and to our sovereignty. 

There are several options for you 
to consider. You may join me in a letter 
to Rich Bell by snail mail (sorry we are 
not able to access an email address for 
him yet) to: Bell Farms in Wahpeton, ND. 
Phone number is (701) 642-4021. Fax is 
(701) 942-9237. 

The RST tribal officials are 
working against incredible odds. Tribal 
council resolutions and letters of support 


and citizens. This stance was ironic in that 
these same people came to America seek- 
ing freedom from religious persecution 
and oppression. 

This philosophy of assimilation 
would prevail until the 1920s when a 
gradual momentum developed toward 
Indian control over tribal economic, 
social, and political affairs. Many feel 
President Richard Nixon’s congressional 
message on Indians (July 1970) was the 
defining moment in establishing the 
Indian self-determination principle, even 
though it was never fully implemented. 

The Indian Self-Determination 
and Educational Assistance Act of 1975 
established the concept of tribal sover- 
eignty and set the stage for economic 
recovery by the Indians. 

In 1 97 1 , a young Howard 
Tommie ran for Chairman with the prom- 
ise of Indian self-determination. He 
appealed to the younger generation but 
was also able to bridge the generation gap 
and handily defeated Betty Mae Jumper. It 
also didn’t hurt that Tommie was a mem- 
ber of the large Bird clan while Jumper 
was from the much smaller Snake clan. 
Tommie himself remarked to a reporter at 
the time, “I do belong to a large clan and 
that was very helpful.” 

Regardless of why he won, 
Tommie didn’t sit around waiting for the 
BIA or IHS to dictate policy, as he 
believed previous leaders had done. He 
aggressively went after federal funding, 
especially education monies. Many of the 
programs started under Tommie’s leader- 
ship are still in existence today, including 
social services, employment and educa- 
tion assistance, community health repre- 
sentatives, emergency medical assistance 
and doctors on the reservations, mental 
health and alcoholism programs, drug 
abuse counseling, Head Start, special edu- 
cation, and the tribal law enforcement 
program. 


Tommie frequently traveled to 
Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. form- 
ing relationships with those in power. He 
served on the litigation committee of the 
National Congress of American Indians 
and testified at congressional hearing in 
support of the 1975 Indian Self- 
Determination Act. Tommie gained 
national recognition as an outspoken and 
articulate spokesman for Indian causes. 

When Joe Dan Osceola resigned 
as president of the board in early 1971, 
Brighton cattleman Fred Smith ran and 
won in the spring election. Smith was 
from the same generation as Tommie, had 
traveled extensively, and shared Tommie’s 
ideas on expansion of tribal enterprises. 

It was under Smith’s leadership 
that the board set up regulation and 
restrictions for the Tribe’s commercial 
frontage along U.S. 441 and made leases 
available to Indian businessmen. 
Regulations Tommie would later use. 

Tommie’s second term saw four 
of the most far-reaching changes in mod- 
ern Seminole history. First, he brought 
closure to the Seminole land claim by urg- 
ing acceptance of the Indian Claims 
Commission’s award in 1976, although 
distribution of the funds would take 
another 14 years. Second, Tommie set a 
major precedent in eastern Indian water 
rights when he negotiated a water com- 
pact with Florida that defined tribal water 
rights and usage. 

The third and fourth issues were 
the most audacious in the case for tribal 
sovereignty - “smoke shops” and high- 
stakes, unregulated bingo. These two ven- 
tures brought adverse publicity to the 
Seminoles and Tommie, in particular. The 
Miami Herald ran articles critical of 
Tommie and other affluent Seminoles. 

This led to divisions in the Tribe between 
the “haves” and “have-nots.” 

In the book, An Assumption of 
Sovereignty: Social and Political 


letters/e-mail 

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


from tribal officials would be greatly 
appreciated. Individual messages of con- 
cern are just as powerful. Rosebud Sioux 
Tribe, POB 430, Rosebud, SD 57570, 
Phone: (605) 747-2381. 

If you’re looking for a quick, 
convenient way to indicate your support 
or to support and/or join the camp vigil 
for the environment and for justice, check 
the Camp Sovereignty website. 

To see this hog farm to full-scale 
operation, Mr. Bell would have to crush 
the tribe. I believe he is capable. We 
have determined spirits. We need public 
outrage (and lots of prayers too). 

Thank you from my heart, 

Rosalie Little Thunder 
wakinyela@yahoo.com 

Dear Editor: 

I have read with great interest the 
interview that was done by one of your 
reporters, it was excellent. Being a Navajo 
from Tuba City, Arizona and living in 
Huntsville, Texas, it was such a pleasure 
to have read an article on our former 
“Chairman” without any bias. 

Your paper’s article should be 
printed in the Navajo Times, I am sure 
that my Tribal members would be appre- 
ciative of other Tribal interest in our great 
leader. 

Keep up the good work! 

Joe Bergen 
Huntsville, TX 


Ya’at’ehh, (Hello) and good afternoon, 

My name is Edith Charleston, I 
am of the Dine’ people of the Navajo 
Nation. My clans are the Edgewater clan 
born for the Near to the Water clan. My 
paternal clan is Folded Arms and my 
maternal clan is BitterWater. 

I am writing to you this after- 
noon in response to an article that I read 
in your Seminole newspaper about our 
former Navajo Nation President Mr. Peter 
MacDonald. It was an excellent article; I 
totally and completely commend the 
author of the article, Barbara Secody. She 
did a great job informing anyone and 
everyone about the respectable Peter 
MacDonald. 

I am currently living here in 
Savannah, GA. with my husband and our 
two children. My husband’s occupation is 
what brings us here; he is currently enlist- 
ed in the Army stationed here at Hunter 
Army Airfield, so we will be here in 
Georgia for another two years. 

I am far from home and I am 
hungry for any knowledge of my home- 
land back on the Navajo reservation, so I 
go looking for any news that may have to 
do with the Dine’ People. That is how I 
came across the article in your newspaper. 
Barbara Secody gave an excellent inter- 
view and I am thoroughly impressed! I 
have not heard much of anything about 
Mr. MacDonald until I read the article by 
Barbara Secody, now I feel like I am up to 
date on the former president of our great 
Navajo Nation. 


Transformation Among The Florida 
Seminoles 1953-1979 , author Harry A. 
Kersey Jr. asked Tommie directly how 
much the Tribe benefited economically 
under his administration from these ven- 
tures. “The response evolved into a 
lengthy justification of the benefits which 
his administration had produced for the 
tribe, and if in the process a few individu- 
als become wealthy, well, that was a natu- 
ral outcome of the entrepreneurial, capi- 
talist system. . . 

On the whole, he (Tommie) 
believed that while a few individuals were 
enriched the entire tribe had gained 
more... Howard Tommie’s account of his 
administration provides insight into the 
motivations, conflicts, and concerns driv- 
ing many American Indian tribal leaders 
during the self-determination era.... The 
memoir also illustrates how easily leaders 
- Indian or non-Indian - can blur the line 
which divides personal and public inter- 
ests.... Ironically, the very enterprises 
which generated great wealth for the 
Seminole tribe also encouraged entrepre- 
neurial skills that produced private gain. 

While such activities were not 
illegal, in the early stages they benefited 
relatively few Seminoles directly and cre- 
ated social and political cleavages within 
the Indian community... Tommie’s chair- 
manship was a great success. He exploited 
every facet of the Indian self-determina- 
tion movement and delivered the 
Seminoles to the brink of economic and 
political independence, at a cost to his 
personal reputation.” 

Another Tribal member to take a 
shot to his reputation was Marcellus 
Osceola. In 1976, taking advantage of a 
federal court decision exempting the 
Colville tribe of Washington from paying 
state sales taxes, Osceola, with the 
approval of the Tribal council, opened the 

See BINGO, page 7 
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I am grateful that there are peo- 
ple like her who write such informative 
and interesting articles. I have already e- 
mailed your newspaper to dozens of my 
friends to let them know that our Former 
Leader is featured in his own article in the 
Seminole newspaper! Thank you for put- 
ting out a wonderful paper, the article of 
Mr. MacDonald has made me an avid and 
faithful reader of your newspaper. May 
the Great Creator bless you. Ha’go’anee’ 
(bye) 

Sincerely and respectably, 

Mrs. Edith Charleston 

Dear Seminole Tribune, 

I’m hoping that you will print my 
letter, I’m looking for a friend of mine, 
he’s a Seminole Indian. Jerry Lee 
Balentine and I go back to 1994. I’ve tried 
to contact him several times in the past. I 
know that he is okay - I read the S.T. 

Jerry I miss you primo - contact 
me as soon as possible. I told you that 
you will be my Amigo until the end, my 
Spirit is always near you, don’t hesitate, 
acknowledge I’m here. Write to Baker 
C.I. P.0 Box 500, Sanderson, FL 32087. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Ramirez 

El vato 

RS. Thank you Seminole Tribune 
and best of luck with the new project. 

Your Amigo, Robert Zool. 


When you need a Tribune 
Reporter contact . . . 


Brighton 

freelance 
Photographer/ 
Reporters are Sandi 
M. Osceola who can 
be reached at (863) 
467-3630, or at (863) 
801-5021, and 
Tommy Benn at 
(561) 308-0101. 



Janice Billie 



Tommy Benn 


Big 

Cypress photogra- 
pher/ reporters are 
Janice Billie, avail- 
able on her cell 
phone at (863) 447- 
1312 or at home 
(863) 983-8355, and 
Candy Cypress at 
(863) 983-6332. 


Hollywood 

photographer/ 
reporters are Ernie 
Tiger, Elizabeth 
(Libby) Blake, and 
Virginia Mitchell. 
They can be reached 
at The Seminole 


Tribune at (954) 967- 
3416, or fax flyers in 
at (954) 967-3482. 
When you are unable 
to reach certain indi- 
viduals, please call 
the Tribune office 
Elizabeth Blake an( j we w jp assign 

any available reporter 
for your event. 

Immokalee photographer/ 
reporters are Benny and Barbara Secody, 
and they can be reached at (941) 573- 
8667. 

Tampa photographer/reporters 
are Gary Padgett, at (863) 621-2811 or 
Mark Madrid at (863) 665-2201. 




Ernie Tiger 
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Community News 


“Best Buds” Blooming New Business 


By Libby Blake 

OKEECHOBEE — 

Residents in the Okeechobee 
area now have another choice 
for all their floral needs. 

Theresa Boromei and sister-in- 
law Deanna Nunez have opened 
Okeechobee Best Buds on the 
Brighton Reservation. The duo 
is operating out of their homes 
until a suitable location can be 
found in town. 

The two entrepreneurs, 
who recently graduated from 
South East Floral Design 
school, decided to go into busi- 
ness together. “We were sitting 
around trying to come up with 
some kind of catchy name when 
one of us, I don’t remember 
who, said something about us 
being buddies. It just went from 
there to best buds, because we 
are not only sister-in-laws but 
best friends,” said Boromei, 



Sample design creation. 


“It’s a little play on words and it 
suits us pretty good.” 

Working out of their 
homes for now, Boromei and 
Nunez said they can deliver 
anywhere in the region - any- 
thing from a simple flower 
arrangement to complete 
designs for special occasions, 
such as weddings, parties, etc. 

They are looking for the 
right building in Okeechobee 
to set up a permanent shop but 
have had no success so far. 
“Just starting out, we need to 
look for not only the right 
location but also at the right 
cost,” said Nunez. 

For all your floral needs 
large or small contact 
Okeechobee Best Buds. Until a 
permanent location for the 
shop is found you can call 
Nunez at (863) 634-6759 or 
Boromei at (863) 634-6649. 


Seminole Princess Pageant Set 


HOLLYWOOD - Wanda Bowers has 
announced that the Seminole Princess Pageant has 
been set for Saturday Aug. 18 at 7 p.m. in the Tribal 
Auditorium of the Tribal headquarters’ building on 
the Hollywood Reservation. 

The contest is open to Seminole young 
ladies ages 12-17 (Junior Miss division) and 18 -25 
(Miss Seminole division). Contestants will be judged 
on numerous categories, including talent and poise. 

Events begin at 5 p.m. with a Community 
Dinner in the Auditorium lobby. 

Applications are available NOW for the 
Miss and Junior Miss Seminole pageant 2001 
-2002. For applications and further information con- 
tact: 


Hollywood - Wanda Bowers at (954) 967- 
3420 or Ginger Tiger at DSO (954) 989-6840. 

Big Cypress - Alice M. Billie, Mary J. 
Koenes, or Jeanette Cypress at (863) 983-2157. 

Brighton - Salina Dorgan at (863) 763- 
2402, Lorene Gopher at (863) 763-7501, Suraiya 
Youngblood at (863) 634-1324, or Micki Diaz at 
(863) 643-1187. 

Immokalee - Gail Motlow-Boone at (941) 
657-3400. 

Tampa - Richard Henry at (813) 621-2811. 

Fort Pierce - Sally Tommie at (954) 966- 
6300 ext. 1320. 

All interested applicants are asked to regis- 
ter as soon as possible. 


Museum And Billie Swamp Safari 
Welcome Japanese Exchange Students 



Museum tour guides Mornin Osceola, Ira Buster, and Daisy Jumper with 
Japanese Exchange Students. 


By Lucy Evanicki 

BIG CYPRESS — 

On June 19, Japanese stu- 
dents from Takizawa High 
School in Chiba, Japan, 
their principal Mr. Takizawa 
and several students from 
the Western High School 
Boys and Girls Clubs, in 
Pompano Beach, visited the 
Big Cypress Reservation to 
learn about the Seminole 
Tribe’s culture and history. 

Their first stop was 
Billie Swamp Safari. 

After visiting with 
Louise Billie, and watching 
her sew traditional patch- 
work, the group took off in 
airboats to learn about alli- 
gators and their natural 
habitat. The swamp buggy 
eco-tour also was interesting 
to the students, especially 
learning how the Seminoles 
built their camps in the early 1800’s. 

Luckily, Satoko Sagae, the Japanese, 
Distance Learning Teacher at Pompano Beach and 
Western High School was 
along to interpret so the 
Japanese students could have 
a full learning experience. 

One of the high- 
lights of the cultural 
exchange came at lunch, in 
the Swamp Water Cafe, when 
the Japanese visitors tried 
alligator nuggets for the first 
time. They were definitely 
eager to try new things, some 
even had venison! 

After lunch, Mary 
Tigertail and Lee Tiger pre- 
sented Seminole medallion 
necklaces to the visitors and 
bade them farewell as they 
left for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 


Museum to learn more about Florida’s original 
inhabitants. 

The Japanese and Broward County students 
had been exchanging culture this past school year via 
distance learning video-con- 
ferencing, which transfers the 
signal over telephone lines to 
a TV set in the classrooms on 
Saturday mornings. The 
Japanese students came to 
Florida to meet their 
American counterparts and 
learn hands-on about their 
culture. 

“The students have 
shared such things as life 
experiences, cultural tradi- 
tions/holiday celebrations, 
cultural foods and dances,” 
said Joy Veasy, Distance 
Learning Specialist of the 
Broward Education 
Communications Network. 



Pompano Beach and Western High School 
Japanese and Distance Learning Teacher 
Satoko Sagae, and Tsutomu Takizawa, 


Principal of the Takizawa High School in 
Japan, try alligator tail for the first time! 


Immokalee Recreation Summer Activities 


Monday, July 9 - Canoe races in BC 12:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 10 - Library activities 
Wednesday, July 11 - Library activities 
Thursday, July 12 - Gatorama - 11:00 a.m., Gator 
feeding - 2:30 

Friday, July 13 - Movies 12:00 p.m. 

Monday, July 16 - Archery - 12:00 p.m. in BC 
Tuesday, July 17 - Library activities 
Wednesday, July 18 - Bowling 
Thursday, July 19 - Library activities 
Friday, July 20 - Miami Seaquarium 10:00 a.m. 
Monday, July 23 through Tuesday, July 31 - No 
trips due to NAYO Softball & Baseball Tournaments. 
Wednesday, August 1 - Library activities 


Thursday, August 2 - Trail ride in BC 12:00p.m. 
Friday, August 3 - Movies - 12:00 p.m. 

Monday, August 6 - Bowling - 12:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 7 - Library activities 
Wednesday, August 8 - Ft. Myers Skating 12:00 
Thursday, August 9 - Library activities 
Friday, August 10 - King Richards 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, August 13 - Immokalee pool 12:00p.m. 
Tuesday, August 14 - Library activities 
Wednesday, August 15 - Library activities 
Thursday, August 16 - Orlando trip 
Friday, August 17 - Orlando trip 
Monday, August 20 - Back to School! 


Hollywood Recreation Summer Activities 


Monday, July 9 - Canoe Races - B.C., van leaves at 
9:30, Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Tuesday, July 10 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

Wednesday, July 11 - Miami Seaquarium, van 
leaves at 10:00, Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Thursday, July 12 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

Friday, July 13 - Movies, van leaves at 12:30, 
Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Saturday, July 14 - Golf lessons, van leaves at 
10:00. 

Monday, July 16 - Archery Tour in B.C., van leaves 
at 9:30, Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Tuesday, July 17 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

Wednesday, July 18 - Airboat & Buggy rides, van 
leaves at 9:30, Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Thursday, July 19 - Field activities - 11:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

Friday, July 20 - Skating, van leaves at 1:15, 
Basketball Camp at 1:00. 


Saturday, July 21 - Golf lessons, van leaves from 
gym at 10:00. 

Monday, July 23 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Tuesday, July 24 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

Wednesday, July 25 - ATV Trail Ride, van leaves at 
9:30, Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Thursday, July 26 - Horse Trail Ride, van leaves at 
9:30, Basketball games at 1:00. 

Friday, July 27 - Movies, van leaves at 12:30, 
Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Saturday, July 28 - Golf lessons, van leaves at 
10:00 

Monday, July 30 - Field activities at gym - 11:00, 
Basketball Camp at 1:00. 

Tuesday, July 31 - Boomer’s, van leaves at 1:00, 
Basketball games at 1:00. 

ATV (All Terrain Vehicles) Trail rides to Big 
Cypress - PLEASE bring change of clothes to swim 
afterwards. 



Carved Cow Skull by local Okeechobee 
artists Chad Carden. 


Calling All Seminole And 
Miccosukee Artists 

By Tommy Benn 

The Absolutely Art Gallery 1 of Okeechobee is 
organizing its first Seminole and Miccosukee Art Show. 
Kelly Raulerson, owner of the Okeechobee-based studio, 
wants to hold a local Native American Art Show in the very 
near future. She is calling all Seminole and Miccosukee 
artists to display their art in her Okeechobee Gallery. 

The Gallery is currently featuring a local Artist of 
the Month program and would like to feature Seminole and 
Miccosukee artists as well. 

Ms. Raulerson also holds art classes on 
Wednesday afternoon from 3-5 pm. She sells art supplies 
and will order supplies for the artist’s specific needs. 

The Gallery specializes in custom framing and 

matting. 

Contact her at the studio: 115 Southwest Park 
Ave., Okeechobee, or by phone: (863) 763-1199, for more 
information. 


Employment Assistance Department Up-Date 



DSO Memorial Education Building in Hollywood. 


HOLLYWOOD — 

Greetings from the 
Employment Assistance and 
Training Program. The staff 
currently consists of Ms. 

Yolanda Ponce De Leon, who 
is the program’s Employment 
and Training Counselor, and 
myself, Moses Osceola, 

Director. The program offices 
are located on the third floor 
in the DSO Memorial 
Education Building, 3100 
N.W. 63rd Avenue, 

Hollywood, FL. An easy way 
to locate the building and 
offices is to come to the 
Gym; we are located at the 
north end of the parking lot. 

Our telephone number is 
(954) 989-6840, ext. #1313, 
and 1314, our fax number is 
(954) 898-8856. 

Our mission is to help our Tribal members, 
and other American Indians to find permanent, well- 
paying jobs. In pursuit of this, qualified applicants 
will be assisted in any way possible to obtain a good 
paying job. If training is required, the program will 
help participants to 
obtain this training, if 
employment or indus- 
try skills need upgrad- 
ing, this can also be 
provided. If high 
school diplomas are 
needed, the program 
will assist individuals 
in getting one. Job 
vacancy ads are 
received every week, 
so if you are in need of 
employment, we invite 
you to come to our 
offices to review the 
job ads and see if any- 
thing interests you. Job 
ads are received from 
the Tribe, Broward 
County School Board, various area City governments, 
the Dept, of Transportation (DOT), and private busi- 
nesses. There are all manner of jobs available from 
computer operators, programmers, bookkeepers, 
accountants, school teachers, teacher aides, coaches 
for various sports, cooks, office managers, etc.! If you 
want a good job, there are many out there! We will 
assist you anyway we can. 

We are preparing to begin our youth summer 
employment on all the Reservations. Brighton will 
have two (2) youth coordinators - see Louise Gopher 
for applications at the Education building. In Big 


Cypress, Desiree Jumper has already started as the 
Youth Coordinator - see her for applications at the 
Learning Resources Center. In Immokalee, see Norita 
at the Library for applications, and in Hollywood see 
Yolanda for assistance. In Tampa, see Carol Foret at 
the Library, and for Ft. Pierce, a Youth Coordinator is 

needed. If anyone is 
interested and willing 
to work hard for the 
youth, please call our 
offices as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The summer 
programs will begin at 
each reservation as its 
schools let out for the 
summer. Under the 
new Federal program, 
youth will be allowed 
now to work through- 
out the year, so youth 
are encouraged to find 
a job in a field they 
are interested in and to 
continue working dur- 
ing the school year if 
they so desire. Youth must be ages 14 - 18; college 
students 18-21 may also work. Please remember to 
submit copies of photo I.D. and Social Security cards 
with your applications, and to complete and sign all 
forms, especially the W-4, and Form 1-9, Employment 
Eligibility Verification form. Youth will receive $6.00 
per hour. If you have any questions, please call our 
offices, or see your local coordinator. 

We invite you to stop by anytime to review 
your needs, and file an application for services. 
Qualified applicants will be assisted in every way 
possible. 



DSO Library Schedule 


The fun starts June 18th through Aug. 24. 
Mornings, 8 a.m. - Noon - Monday: 
Preschool Story Time. Tuesday - Friday: Computer 
lab and reading time for youths and adults. 
Afternoons: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Summer reading - sign up now! Many new 
books have arrived. Take some out for a test read! 
(All kids K-12) - Keep track of what you read and 
earn prizes. 

Computer fun, internet sites, and more. 
How big does a Florida panther, whale, or python 
get? You can find the answers on the internet. 

Art: painting, drawing, and papier-mache. 
Create your favorite Everglades animal out of paper- 


mache. 

Writing stories, poetry, and a newsletter. 
Submit a story about your hobby, pet, and vacation 
plans. 

Food, films, and fun. Let’s enjoy a movie 
and some popcorn on Friday afternoons. 

Please remember that children under 8 
must be accompanied. 

For more information call Diane at (954) 
989-6840 ext. 1225 or Michael at ext. 1226. 

For information on your reservation you 
can call Immokalee at (941) 657-3400, Big Cypress 
at (863) 983-6724, Tampa at (813) 626-5765, or 
Brighton at (863) 763-4236. 


Th« Chain of Survival Sava* Llvaa 


Recognize iha warning slpis 
and call 9-1-1 Immediately. 

-Give CPR. 


Provide early daftmllatian 
with on automated external 
daflbrllator(AED). 


■ Get fifiity advanced 
emergency care. 



About 225,000 
Americans die 
of sudden cardiac 
errest eech year. 


Heart 
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Father’s Day 
Pool Event 

By Libby Blake 

CLEWISTON — A special 
Father’s Day Pool Tournament was held 
June 17 at the R & R Lounge in 
Clewiston. 8-Ball and 9-Ball events were 
held for both men and women willing to 
pay the $20 entry fee for each tourna- 
ment. 

The top nine places for men and 
the top four places for women shared the 
prize fund. Over 30 men and nine women 
competed in 8 -Ball single game, double 
elimination tournament. Thirty-five men 
and eight women vied in the race to three, 
double elimination 9-Ball event. 

Placing in the money in each 
event were: 8-Ball - Men: 1st place - 



Bill Wilson and David Nunez. 


Bill Wilson, 2nd place - David Nunez, 

3rd place - Joe Junior Billie, 4th place - 
Boogie Nunez, 5th place - George 
Grasshopper, 6th place - Johnny Cuevas, 
7th place - Jake Masters, 8th place - 
Anthony Jones, 9th place - Randy Coyle. 

Women: 1 st place - Libby 
Blake, 2nd place - Reina Blissett, 3rd 
place - Connie Williams, 4th 
place - Anita Nunez. 

9-Ball - Men: 1st place - Benjy 
C., 2nd place - Bill Wilson, 3rd 
place - Johnny Cuevas, 4th place 
- George Grasshopper, 5th place - 
Mike DeWitt. 

Women: 1st place - Virginia 
Billie, 2nd place - Connie 
Williams, 3rd place - Dale 
Grasshopper, 4th place - Libby 
Blake. 

R & R is a local favorite 
for pool players living on the Big 
Cypress and Brighton 
Reservations. The lounge boasts 
six pool tables, along with full bar 
and food service. The menu fea- 
tures Everglades seasoning on 
many items and is considered one 
of the best in the area. 



L-R: Libby Blake, Reina Blissett, Connie 
Williams and Anita Nunez. 


Bulls Do Duty On Heifers 


By Tommy Benn 

CATTLE COUNTRY - It 

was pregnancy check time again for the 
Brighton and Big Cypress cattle opera- 
tions, conducted on the 2-year old 
replacement heifers by Dr. Keen. 

“Cotton” Baxley, Brighton 
Cattle Crew Foreman, supervised the 
gathering of the two-year olds and 
trucked them to the Marsh Pens. There, 
Baxley’s crew tested 519 heifers, find- 
ing only 28 unbred, a 95% conception 
rate. 

The conception rate is out- 
standing, 85-88% is considered a good 
number. 

After the heifers were exam- 
ined they were shipped back to their 
owner’s herd to replace cows which 
may be sold throughout the year for var- 
ious reasons. 

Not to be outdone, Joey Henry 
and the Big Cypress crew gathered their 
replacement heifers for inspection. Of 


1 74 heifers tested, only seven were 
open, a 98% conception rate. 

All of the heifers were bred to 
Black Brangus Texas bulls and main- 
tained by the Brighton and Big Cypress 
cattle crews, who have complete control 
over the animals until they are returned 
to their original owners, bred. 

Open heifers are sold by pri- 
vate treaty or shipped to the livestock 
market. 

Shipping time is just around 
the corner, and then the yearlong 
process will start over again. A strong 
market and rising cattle prices seem to 
forecast another banner year for the 
industry. 

The formula is simple: good 
base cows and a strong bull battery to 
bring the needed hybrid vigor to the 
calf, plenty of feed, minerals, and sup- 
plements, and the “Breathgiver” watch- 
ing over all things wise and wonderful. 


Sister Act: The Kinleys Perform At Casino 


By Benny Secody 

IMMOKALEE — Thanks to 
the hard work and efforts of Dawn Geis, 
the Immokalee Seminole Casino was 
rockin’ out to the dynamic sounds of the 
Kinleys on June 9. 

The twin sisters, Jennifer and 
Heather, first attracted attention with their 
debut album “Just Between You And Me.” 
Their first single, ’’Please,” remains the 
highest debuting single by a female duo in 
country music history, while the album’s 
title track was a top ten smash. The 
album certified gold and went on to sell 
over 750,000 copies, the sisters were 
named the Best New Duo by the 
Academy of Country Music. 

The two beauties, who resemble 
life size Barbie dolls, explode with energy 
on stage and possess an innate sense of 
harmony projected through their mutual 
love of singing. 

“We love to sing separately, but 
there is something that is exhilarating 
about putting our voices together,” says 
Jennifer, “At certain points when we’re 
singing, the two of us really do become 
one sound. It’s hard to explain, but it’s an 
amazing feeling.” 

“Its like we’re connecting on 
another level,” continues Heather, “We 
know each other so well, that we thought 
that was impossible, but when we bring 
our voices together, it’s a different bond- 
ing experience.” 

The twins, who grew up in 
Philadelphia, have been performing 
together since they were eight, doing 



Tina Van Williams, Manager of “Buck Wild” paus- 
es for a pose with Dawn Geis, of the Immokalee 
Seminole Casino. 


songs they’d learned from their 
parents’ Andrews Sisters 
records, and later, the Everly 
Brothers. 

Through the Everlys, 
the girls started exploring 
Country music and became 
huge fans of the Judds. It 
totally changed their direction, 
and before long, they were sit- 
ting in with plenty of big name 
bands - many of which 
encouraged the twins to pursue 
their dream. 

Jennifer and Heather 
have released The Kinleys II, 
which is a true representation 
of where they are today - a lit- 
tle older, wiser and much hap- 
pier. 

“It’s been almost three 
years since the last record, and 
musically we’ve changed so 
much,” says Jennifer, “We’re 
in a totally different spot. 

We’ve gotten more confidence 
and more experience, and I 
think that shows through our 
music. In your 20s, you’re still 
learning who you are. We 
were doing that, both personal- 
ly and musically. Now that 
we’re almost thirty, we feel 
like everything is coming together.” 

Indeed, it is for these two young 
ladies. They have even put together 
music videos including “Just Between 
You and Me,” “My Heart Is Still 

Beating,” “Please,” “She 
Ain’t The Girl For You,” and 
“Somebody’s Out There 
Watching” - all of which are 
highly rated by CMT view- 
ers. 

“Somebody’s Out 
There Watching” is part of 
the soundtrack for the CBS 
hit “Touched By An Angel,” 
and is included as a bonus 
song on the new album. 

Before taking center 
stage, the girls enjoyed a 
leisurely dinner in the Casino 
with family and band mem- 
bers (and even some pesky 
fans who were determined to 
interrupt their dinner in 
search of an autograph or 
photo). 

An up and coming 
popular country-western 
band, managed by Tina Van 
Williams from Davie, 
named“Buck Wild” had 
everybody rockin’ to the 
country beat prior to the 
main event. Gator Country 
101.9 FM radio station was 
also on hand - complete with 
their mascot, a big, green, 
two-legged gator with a 



The Kinleys, Jennifer and Heather. 


great-looking cowboy hat. 

The night was a huge success, 
and a big pat on the back goes to Dawn 
for putting together a great concert. She 
says this is one of three scheduled for the 
summer months. On Saturday, July 7, the 
Immokalee Seminole Casino will host 
RCA recording artist Andy Griggs. 

Special guest Jake Murphy from Arcadia 
will open the show. 

On August 1 1 , another popular 
singing sensation, Mindy McCready, will 
perform; the Seminole own Paula 
Bowers-Sanchez will open the show. 

Paula has been singing since her teens, 
and has a special style of her own. She 
has become one of the best female vocal- 
ists to hail from South Florida; and her 
performance is guaranteed to delight peo- 
ple of all ages. 

Geis, who has worked with the 
Seminole Tribe for over three years, in 
gaming, she enjoys her work and finds it 
both challenging and exciting. She says 
that, although no concrete plans have been 
released yet, the Immokalee Casino is 
considering adding an entertainment cen- 
ter to the facility to accommodate con- 
certs and other future events. 

With a successful concert behind 
her, and her summer schedule all set, what 
does a girl find to do with her free time? 
Geis decided to treat herself to a much- 
needed trip to Nashville to attend Fan 
Fare - CMT Music Fest. Word has it she 
“gracefully” declined several offers from 
friends, who offered to carry her luggage 
for a chance to tag along. 


Dr. Siudmak 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 



961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony "Tnny" Srah-sc 
Irrhal Member f'ltcfihi of in let a 



special needs and concerns. I f you 01 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring uln lawyer is tin import tin i decision Lhsi shmild nut be 
btutctf sufclv upon itdu'rlJjvnit'JiU. BtTurv you itcchhv hsR us to sc ml 
ymi free w rillen in formal inn ahmil our qualifiml inns anri experience. 
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Tribal Dividends Accepted 
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Tel: 954, 583 91 19 3232 W. Broward BIvtL Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312 


Seminole Casino News 


954 - 760-7600 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements before 
you decide, ask us to send you free written information 
about our qualifications and experience. 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO AND 
CASINO — Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 
34974. (800) 360-9875. Closed Mondays and when 
the last player leaves nightly. 

Over $30,000 in cash and prizes will be 
given away by the casino this summer including a 
cruise to Mexico, a trip to Hawaii, a Polaris jet- ski, 
and a 2001 Chevrolet Camaro. Drawing slips will be 
awarded as participants qualify (available since June 
16) - culminating at midnight on Aug. 24. 

Theme parties and prize giveaways will 
begin on July 7 with the All-American 
Oldies party, which will include an Open 
Classic Car Show to benefit the Robert. 

L. Teany Memorial Scholarship 
Foundation. Festivities start at 11 a.m. 

WQOL 103.7 FM will broadcast live 
from 1-3 p.m., there will be free hot dogs 
and Coke, 50-cents, Coors Light drafts, 
and drawings for T-shirts and prizes. 

Sponsors of the casino’s Summer 
Promotion will be on hand with their products on 
display along with live entertainment - the Rockin’ 
Bop-in’ Jukebox - in the bingo and video gaming 
areas. 

July 14 is Mexican Fiesta and the drawing 
for the cruise to Mexico. Radio Fiesta 590 AM will 
be broadcasting live between 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Mariachi Internacional will perform live from 4-6 
p.m. Authentic Mexican food will be served, free 
Coke and 50 cents Coors Light 
drafts, drawings for t-shirts, 
prizes, $50 cash every 1/2 hour 
between 3:00 - 6:30 p.m. will be 
available. Drawing for the cruise 
to Mexico will take place at 9:45 
p.m. and winner must be present 
to win. 

Sunday July 15 is the Big Band Dance con- 
test with the Claude Kelly Band. The contest will be 
open to the first 75 entries. Each entry will receive a 
bingo number from 1-75. Between songs, numbers 
will be pulled and called. The last three dancers 
remaining on the floor will win via process of elimi- 
nation $100 for 3 , $200 for 2nd and $300 for 1 st 
place. 

WJBW 99.5 Jukebox radio will 
broadcast live from 1 1 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 
free hot dogs and Coke will be served. 

Everyone is welcome, whether you pos- 
sess special dancing skills or not. 

Summer Promotion continues 
into August when the 2001 Miss 
Hawaiian Tropic Pageant - Lake 
Okeechobee arrives at the casino on 
Saturday the 11 . A special Luau and the 
drawing for the trip to Hawaii will take 
place that night. 

Then on Aug. 25, the Summer of Fun will 
host a Finale party and someone will drive away in a 
brand new 2001 Chevrolet Camaro sponsored by 
Maroone Chevrolet - Green Acres and Belle Glade. 
(Cruise and trip sponsored by Travel Connection - 
Okeechobee; Jet-ski sponsored by GHC Motorsports 
- Lake Placid.) 

Winners for each drawing MUST be pres- 
ent to win, have valid photo ID, and 
social security card. See casino staff or 
newsletter for more information and com- 
plete rules. 

Congratulations to Mary Tommie 
of Fort Pierce who won $40,000 on Super 
6 Lotto video game machine. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO — 5550 
N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 
977-6700. Open seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

Patrons celebrated July 4 th in air-condi- 
tioned comfort at the casino where they enjoyed an 
old fashioned barbecue with all the fixings. KISS 
Country 99.9 FM broadcast live during the festivi- 
ties, which included a performance by the 
HitKickers, line dancing, special give-a-ways and a 
grand prize trip for two to Biloxi. 

Traditional fireworks lit up the sky 
with a display of light in motion and 
sound. 

The casino will play host to 
the Fort Lauderdale Harley HOG 
Chapter on July 8 in a private event 
on the grounds. Bikers will enjoy an 
appreciation barbecue, awards ceremony, prizes, 
music and more. 

Mark Aug. 26 on your calendar to be at the 
casino. Taking center stage from 1 - 5 p.m. will be 
South Florida’s hottest oldies group The Bowery 
Boys. Plus one lucky winner will win a trip for two 
to Biloxi including hotel and airfare. Contact the 
casino for full details. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF 
HOLLYWOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 323-5452. Open 


seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

July 25 the casino celebrates Christmas 
with specials, prizes and gifts throughout the day. 
Call the casino for full details. 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 

34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

The bingo hall will be closed Saturday July 
7 for a dance. Listen to the sounds of Andy Griggs 
with Jake Murphy in a special performance as the 
casino’s summer concert series contin- 
ues. Next month - Mindy McCready 
with Paula Bowers on Aug. 1 1 . 

July 14 is JPC members’ Beach 
Bag Giveaway. See the newsletter for 
details and walk away with $500 in the 
matinee or $ 1 ,000 in the evening session. 
Non-members can sign up for free at 
anytime prior to the session. 

Super Saturday this month is 
July 28. Drawing tickets can be collected all month 
(in the usual ways). This month a brand new 2001 
Suzuki Vitari SUV, a Yamaha XL700 Jet Ski, and a 
three day/two night Fun in the Sun Southwest 
Florida Getaway package are up for grabs. 

Bingo players asked for changes and the 
casino has responded with more variety in the pat- 
terns and more chances to win. See the newsletter or 
call the casino for details. 

Remember the casino 
has started new summer shuttle 
hours for pick-up and departure in 
the Fort Myers and Naples areas. 
Pick up a copy of the new sched- 
ule at the casino or call the 
Groups and Marketing 
Department to have one sent to you. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO TAMPA 

- 5223 North Orient Road, Tampa, FL 33610. (813) 
621-1302. Open seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

Christmas in July???? It will be at the casi- 
no (yes, they will still celebrate in December too) on 
July 27 a total of $10,000 in 75 gifts will be given 
out in special drawings. Bingo players have from 
July 1 - 26 to collect their drawing slips and deposit 
them in the special drum. If your name is 
called, you select a bingo ball with a 
number on it that corresponds with the 
number on the gift won. It’s that easy to 
get your Christmas gift in July. 

Celebrate the 4™ of July in 
grand style at the casino. A free barbecue 
will be served during matinee I and mati- 
nee II, and again from 5 - 7 p.m. A live 
Dixieland band will be performing from 
5-6 p.m. 

Jackpot Club Members, be sure to be at the 
casino on your Special Day for Mugs of Money. 
(Special Day for JPC members is determined by the 
first letter of your last name - A-K is July 1 0 and L- 
Z is July 17.) Drawings will be held in each matinee 
(10 drawings), nite owl (10), and evening (20) ses- 
sions. If your number is drawn you get to select a to- 
go cold drink mug. Inside each mug is cash - a min- 
imum of $50 up to a max of $1,00,0. See newsletter 
for further details. 

Every Saturday evening all 20 
regular games, three specials, and the Do- 
It-Yourself are worth $1,199 each. Cost to 
pay is $50, $45 for members. Warm-ups 
and Mystery Money begin at 6:15 p.m. 
and are not included in your pack. 

Super Saturday will be July 14 and 28. All- 
Day packs include a combo pack for matinee I and 
II (both sessions pay double on regular games) and 
an evening pack where all games pay $1,199. All- 
Day packs are $65, $60 for members. 

Stay and Play is another great value. Every 
Monday and Wednesday buy a combo pack for mati- 
nee I and get a pack for matinee II for only $5 more. 
Packs are available for purchase until 12:30 p.m. 

On Sunday evenings, a total of 30 regular 
games are played. Level I pays $300 
and level II pays $450. Cost is only 
$22 and $33, respectively. Extra 
games, extra paper, lower cost and 
minimum $50 payouts on all regular 
games makes the casino the place to 
be on Sunday evenings. See newslet- 
ter for times. 

Drive away from the casino on July 30 in a 
brand new 2001 Saturn. Win at bingo - receive a 
drawing slip; win a $1,200 or more jackpot on a 
gaming machine - receive a drawing slip; come in 
first, second or third in a poker tournament - receive 
a drawing slip; have a single win of $50 or more in 
Pull Tabs - receive a drawing slip. Win once and get 
a chance to win again. This is what the casino calls 
“Double Win.” Winner must be present to win. See 
newsletter or casino for full details and eligibility. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 
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Gary Raulerson, Don Robertson, Charles Bronson, Mitchell Cypress and Paul Bowers Sr. 




Cattleman 

Continued from page 1 


Convention comedian, storyteller and cowboy 
Baxter Black. 


County. 

Catherine Bush of Duval County was 
crowned 2001 FCA Sweetheart. 

A popular event was the Florida Cattle PAC 
Bull Sale. Fourteen bulls were offered, either for sale 
or for dollar credit on future bull sales. 

Board President Mitchell Cypress placed a 
winning bid on lot #9: $2,500 credit on a Brangus 
Bull from either Eddy Blazack’s Mound Creek Ranch 
in Leona, TX, or Donnie Robertson’s Flying B Ranch 
in Normangee, TX. The credit will be applied to one 
of 150 bulls offered for sale by private treaty during 
the last week of October 2001 at the Texas Ranch 
headquarters. 


The Law Offices of 
Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

320 S. E. 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


Florida Sales Tax Holiday Coming Up 


From the Florida Department of Revenue 

TALLAHASSEE - Governor Jeb Bush 
signed the 2001 Florida Sales Tax Relief Bill (HB 
251) into law, marking Florida’s fourth consecutive 
sales tax holiday. Taxpayers will save an estimated 
$28.5 million as a result of this initiative by the 
Legislature and the Governor. 

From 12:01 a.m. July 28 through midnight, 
August 5, shoppers will not be required to pay state 
or local sales taxes on clothing, footwear and select- 
ed accessories selling for $50 or less per item. In 
addition, sales taxes will not apply to sales of cer- 
tain school supplies valued at $ 1 0 or less per item. 

“This legislation will provide a measure of 
tax relief to a broad range of Florida’s families this 
summer,” Governor Bush said. “Helping families 
keep more of the money that they earn is always 
good. This tax relief is especially welcome because 
it will help working parents by reducing the cost of 
sending their children back to school in August.” 


Florida initiated its sales tax holiday in 
1998. By law, sales of clothing, footwear and cer- 
tain accessories selling for $50 or less per item are 
exempt from the state’s 6 percent sales tax and local 
sales tax. For the first time this year, sales of certain 
school supplies selling for $10 or less are also 
exempt. Taxpayers will save an estimated $25.7 
million in states taxes and an estimated $2.8 million 
in local taxes. Florida will collect an estimated 
$17.7 billion in state and local sales taxes in Fiscal 
Year 2001-2002. 

From July 23 through Aug. 5, the hotline 
will be open on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. On weekends from July 28 
through Aug. 5, the hotline will be open, 9 a.m. - 9 
p.m., Saturdays and noon - 6 p.m. Sundays. 
Information about the sales tax holiday also will be 
available on the Department’s website at 
http://myflorida.com/dor/. The Department’s toll- 
free taxpayer hotline is (800) 352-3671. 
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Ahfachkee graduation processional, Lindsey King, Lydia Hernandez, Tony Shaw Bert. 


helped him settle into his new surroundings. Shore said 
they made it a point to stay over, in case he changed 
his mind and wanted to go back with them. He kept 
his goals manageable, and planning one semester at a 
time, Shore avoided feeling overwhelmed. 

He made a concerted effort to make it to 
school early so he could get a seat at the front of class 
and tape record all of the lectures. By taping all of his 
classes, he could better absorb the lessons by playing 
and replaying the tapes for hours and hours. He said, 

“it was tedious but very effective.” 

Through perseverance, patience, and will, Jim 
Shore not only made it through two years of college, he 
also went on to Stetson University to achieve his law 
degree. From there, he was eventually hired by the 
Seminole Tribe as the Tribe’s General Counsel, a posi- 
tion he has held for more than 20 years. 

He recalled that during a conversation with 
James Billie, it was suggested that perhaps a greater 
power wanted him to be where he was now so the 
events that brought him to this point may have been 
necessary. To which Jim Shore replied, “Hey a pat on 
the shoulder would have been just fine.” 

In closing, he emphasized the importance of 
knowing our traditions and language. “Our ancestors 
did not have 7-11 or any of the things we take for 
granted to live. They survived on the strength of their 
beliefs and we can do the same.” 

Mr. Shore’s commencement address was 
inspirational and bespoke an uncommon determination 
that was appreciated by those in attendance, especially 
the youth that had not previously known of his experi- 
ences or challenges. He told the graduates his hopes are 
that they would achieve great success and one day 
return to help our people. 

After Shore’s speech, the conferring of the 
diplomas began with the kindergarten graduates. The 
2001 Kindergarten Graduates are: Bionca Acosta, 

Ricky Joe Alumbaugh, Cypress Billie, Rayel Billie, 
Alanis Bowers, Aileen Cypress, Quentin Cypress, Tyler 
Cypress, Colby Herrera, Darren Jim, Christopher Joe, 
Jr., William Jumper III, Rodni Mercer, Bradley 
Osceola, Joey Simone, Tequesta Tiger and Reagan 
Whitecloud 

The eighth grade graduates received their 
diplomas next. The 2001 Eighth Grade Graduates are: 
Cody Bert, Meredith Brooke Bullard, Dakotah Cypress, 
Nina Frias, Jonathan Wayne Harjo, Naonna Victoria 


went to Ahfachkee art teacher, Linda Peeples, 
who was involved in a car accident on the way 
to Big Cypress in May. 

Introducing the commencement speak- 
er, Dr. Gaffney spoke of his desire to start a tra- 
dition of inviting the Seminole Tribe’s own rec- 
ognized distinguished citizens as future speakers 
for the Ahfachkee Graduations. It is Dr. 

Gaffney’s hope that someone from our own 
community who exemplifies dedication, success, 
and sound character will inspire the students on 
a more personal level. 

When he decided to invite a Seminole 
Tribal member to give the commencement 
speech, Dr. Gaffney explained that Attorney Jim 
Shore was the first person who came to mind. 

“For someone who has not only achieved suc- 
cess in life but overcame extreme obstacles to 
succeed there is no greater example than Jim 
Shore,” said Dr. Gaffney. 

With that introduction, Mr. Shore pro- 
ceeded to the podium to address the graduates 
and guests. With an even keyed voice that some- 
times camouflages his acerbic sense of humor, he 
chronicled some of the events in his life and his efforts 
to pursue higher education. 

Shore began by explaining that he was not 
always inclined to achieve goals or pursue success. 
After high school he wasn’t doing much more than 
holding down a menial job and enjoying the party life 
in his spare time. 

It was after an automobile accident that caused 
the loss of his eyesight that he took time to evaluate 
where he was in life and whether there was something 
more he might want to do. He decided to go back to 
school. He researched which schools would best meet 
his needs in reference to his disability before he made a 
decision. His choice was Madison Junior College in 
North Florida. 

Two of Shore’s sisters drove him up and 


Hernandez, Paige Marie Osceola, Shena Marie Reid, 

The high school graduates were next in line to 
receive their diplomas. The Ahfachkee School’s 
Graduating Class of 2001 are: Tony Shawn Bert, Lydia 
Hernandez, Lindsey Cypress King, Julio Cesar Molina, 
Justin B. Osceola, and Tabitha N. Reid. 

Each graduate was presented their diploma on 
one end of the stage and crossed the stage to shake 
hands with the presiding Tribal officials. Recognition 
was given to G.E.D. Graduates, Deanna Hall and 
Merrylynn Waggerby. 

The benediction was given by Reverend 
Hummingbird, followed by the recessional, which con- 
cluded this year’s ceremony. The evening was one of 
joy, pride and inspiration. Congratulations to each and 
every graduate. May this be only the beginning of 
many achievements to come. 



Ahfachkee 

Continued from page 1 

of Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church, and 
Reverend Salan Hummingbird of the Big Cypress First 
Baptist Church. 

The evening’s events started with the presenta- 
tion of Colors, performed by Paul Bowers and Timmy 
Johns, members of the Seminole Tribe Color Guard. A 
wave of nervous anticipation coupled with applause 
and celebration, circulated through the audience as The 
Entrance Procession began, starting with the kinder- 
garten graduates, followed by the eighth grade gradu- 
ates and the high school graduates. The invocation was 
conducted by Reverend Micco. 

Following the prayer, Dr. Gaffney welcomed 
the audience to the joytul gathering. He spoke proudly 



Ahfachkee Graduation, 8th grade processional. 


about the tremendous strides the reservation school has 
taken in the quest to provide the best education the stu- 
dents in Big Cypress, including the accreditation from 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

Dr. Gaffney spoke with the voice of one who 
truly believes in service to others as he recognized his 
teachers and staff for their hard work and dedication 
put forth for the betterment of our youth. 

A moment of appreciation and special wishes 


BC Honors Moms And Dads 


By Candy Cypress 

BIG 

CYPRESS — The 
community celebrated 
Mother’s and Father’s 
Day on June 1 5 with a 
brunch/luncheon at the 
BC Gymnasium. 

The gymnasi- 
um was prepared for 
the occasion, as Tribal 
citizens walked in, they 
were greeted with 
tables decorated in red, 
white, yellow and black 
tablecloth and topped 
with brilliantly colored 
floral centerpieces. 

Jonah Cypress 
and Tony Osceola pro- 
vided musical accompa- 
niment as Noah Jim, 

Daisy Jumper, BJ 
Billie, and Hillary 
Harvey sang gospel 
hymns for the citizens 
while they enjoyed a 
pre-lunch buffet of fresh 
fruit, danishes, coffee, 
and juices. 

After the singing, Reverend Salan 
Hummingbird of the Big Cypress First Baptist 
Church gave a short uplifting sermon and led the 



citizens in prayer 
before lunch. 

As everyone 
enjoyed lunch, gifts 
were handed out to 
each mother and 
father in attendance. 
Councilman David 
Cypress, provided 
gifts and sponsored 
the lunch, thanked 
everyone for coming 
out and wished the 
parents a Happy 
Mother’s and 
Father’s Day. 

Since there 
wasn’t a Mother’s 
Day event, said 
Cypress, the day’s 
luncheon would 
honor both mothers 
and fathers. 

However, “Everyday 
is Mother’s Day,” 
said Cypress 

President 

Mitchell Cypress and 
newly-elected Board 
Representative Paul 
Bowers, Sr. were both in attendance, both honored 
the parents for their sacrifices and encouraged 
everyone to enjoy the day’s festivities. 


George Billie 



Jane Billie, daughter Thomlynn Billie, and Victoria Osceola. 



Danielle Juniper and Dasani Cypress. 


Big Cypress National Preserve 


BIG CYPRESS — Superintendent John 
Donahue announced that Big Cypress National 
Preserve will close to all off-road vehicle use for a 
45-day period beginning July 6. The recently 
adopted Recreational Off-Road Vehicle 
Management Plan calls for a sixty-day seasonal 
closure to allow a period free from any resource 
pressures related to ORV use. Using adaptive man- 
agement principles in the implementation of the 
management plan, the closure will be limited to 45 
days this year in order to not interfere with the abil- 
ity of hunters to scout prior to the fall hunting sea- 
son. Next year, the seasonal closure will be the full 
60 days called for in the plan and is scheduled for 
June 15 through August 15. This closure does not 
apply to landowners that hold special use permits 
to access their private properties through the 
Preserve. 


Donahue said, “Motorized travel in the 
Preserve is minimal at this time of year, therefore 
the closure will inconvenience very few people and 
will benefit the resource. The National Park 
Service has a congressional mandate to restore the 
wilderness character of the Preserve and a period 
without motorized vehicles will help us meet that 
obligation.” 

In addition, the Bear Island Unit, includ- 
ing Bear Island Campground, will be closed to all 
uses for road and trail maintenance and repair 
beginning Friday, June 29. The area is scheduled to 
reopen to camping and day use for non-motorized 
activities before the end of the 45 -day ORV clo- 
sure. 

For more information you can contact 
Sandra Snell-Dobert at (941) 695-1107. 


Appreciation Dinner Held 


By Candy Cypress 

BIG CYPRESS Newly- 
elected Board Representative Paul 
Bowers, Sr. held an appreciation din- 
ner for the community on June 7, at 
the Big Cypress rodeo grounds. 
Although the event coincided with 
the start of the Big Cypress Corn 
Dance, and slightly hampered by a 
steady downpour, a sizable crowd 
turned out for the dinner. 

Mr. Bowers, who held the 
Board seat previously, regained the 
office in the recent election. He 
expressed his sincere appreciation for w 
the opportunity to represent the com- g 
munity a second time. ^ 

Paul thanked everyone for g 
their support and encouragement, and § 
mentioned that he had been in vari- 
ous meetings to help get organized. 

“In a couple of weeks . . . everything is 
going to be all right for the Big 
Cypress reservation under Board,” 
said Bowers. 



Janice Osceola with father Joe Osceola, Sr. 


Big Cypress Slaughter and Processing Plant 



USDA APPROVED: Goat. 


By Tommy Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — Located on the Big 
Cypress reservation is the Slaughter and 
Processing Plant. Bo Davis, who oversees all of 
the plant’s operations, manages the full service, 
USDA-inspected meat processing plant. 

Sissy Clements handles the clerical 
duties, and Celeste Billie, who is studying for her 
USDA meat inspector’s license, monitors the 
floor activities. 

This year, for the first time, all of the 
steers and swine sold at the annual 4-H sale were 
slaughtered and processed at the Big Cypress 
plant, Glades, Collier, and Hendry counties elect- 
ed to send their sale animals to Davis and his 
able crew at the state-of-the-art plant. 

Fees can vary, but a kill charge of $12 per hog and 
$20 per beef with a cutting and packaging fee of $0.40 per 
pound is the going rate. The plant will also process wild game, 
grind sausage, and ship as needed for the customer. “We try to 
make it easy for everyone,” says Davis. 

“We have never been written up for any State of 
Florida or USDA health infractions and go to great pains to 
see that it isn’t.” said Davis. “We take great pride in the facili- 
ty and plan to make it more accessible for future ventures.” 


The plant is actively 
looking for a larger sales 
operation. 

Brighton Board 
Representative Alex 
Johns has found another 
source of revenue for the 
plant: processing goats. 
Johns has hired Muslim 
butcher, Sofiene Lessis, 
to bless the slaughter 
animals in order for the 
meat to become “Halal.” 
Sofiene is following the 
footsteps of his family 
before him as a butcher 

and holy man. 

The Seminole Tribe for his butchering services 
employs Sofiene but his true reward comes from the service 
he is providing for the growing Muslim communities in South 
and Central Florida. 

The plant can slaughter up to 75 goats, and process 
up to 100 goats, a day if the demand is high. Goat meat is 
served worldwide and popular with the local Cuban, Mexican, 
Spanish, and British West Indies communities in Florida. 



Tommy Benn purchased beef from 4-H. 


New Citizen In Big Cypress 

By Tommy Benn 

Welcome to Big Cypress, Cassandra 
Hope Alexander. Born on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 

14, 2001, 
Cassandra is 
Bird clan and 
her parents are 
Catherine and 
Charles 
Alexander of 
Big Cypress 
Cassandra was 
21 inches long 
and weighed 8 
pounds and 13 
and 3/4 oz at 
birth. 

Cassandra is 
the grand- 
daughter of 
Charlotte 
Tommie of 

Big Cypress and Karen Alexander of Wilson, MI. 
Her great-grandmother is Sally A. Tommie of Big 
Cypress. Her great-grandfather is Lloyd R. 
Meshigaud of Wilson, MI. 



Cassandra Hope Alexander 
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Reese Bert: The Thirst For First 


By Janice Billie 

BRIGHTON — The year 2001 marked a 
milestone in the life of Seminole Tribal citizen, Reese 
Bert, the son of Agnes and the late Robert Bert. 

Reese, a member of the Bird Clan, was fea- 
tured last year in the Seminole Tribune when he 
received his Journeyman’s Certification as an air con- 
ditioning technician. 

Reese was the first Seminole Tribal member 
to become a certified technician in this field. However, 
his goals did not stop there. In January, Reese received 
his Class B State of 
Florida Air Conditioning 
Contractors License, 
again, the first Tribal 
member to achieve a 
license in this trade. 

Blessed with a 
quick smile and an easy- 
going personality, his 
steely determination is 
not immediately notice- 
able, but strong will and 
ambition are definitely 
instilled in his character. 

Reese has gone 
through many trials and 
setbacks since he first 
decided to seek an educa- 
tion and become a 
licensed A/C contractor. 

He says the easy part was 
graduating high school in 
Okeechobee. 

From there, in 
1987 he went off to 
Haskell Indian Junior 
College in Lawrence, 

KS. It was two years of 
homesickness and adjust- 
ment during which he 
earned an A.A.S. 

(Associates to Applied 
Science) degree, learning the basics in air conditioning 
work. 

Coming home, he assumed he would get work 
in this field and further his qualifications but one thing 
or another always seemed to hinder his progress. He 
also married and eventually had four children, adopting 
another, so a job and paycheck took priority over 
school for a time. 

He had jobs with Land Use, Casino Security, 
the Turtle Farm and also hauled fans for chickee 
builders. However, he never abandoned his goal, 
believing that keeping his hopes alive would bring 
about his dreams. 

Reese credits the late Cecil Johns and the late 
Fred Osceola for his perseverance, both men reached 
him in his grade school years through sports, encourag- 
ing and guiding him towards achievement. 

When he started working for Seminole 
Housing, he met Don Michael and Mondo Tiger. These 
two men recognized his potential, and sought to help 
him in his chosen career. 


After learning he held a degree in the trade, 
Michael put him to work on the A/C crew to get hands- 
on experience. Through Blue Top Construction, Mondo 
secured funding to send Reese to Lee VoTech, in Ft. 
Myers, to work on his certification. 

He completed the 3 -year course in 2 years, 
attending night classes, while holding down his hous- 
ing job. Living in Brighton, working on different reser- 
vations, and going to school in Ft. Myers, he was driv- 
ing as much as he was doing anything else. 

It was hard but he was happy because he was 


finally going where he wanted to go. Reese felt like it 
was a second chance and aimed to take full advantage. 

Reese received his certification from Lee 
VoTech in June 2000 and began studying for the state 
exam for his license. He took the two-day test in Oct. 
2000 but fell short on the business part. 

He retook the test in Dec. 2000 and passed. 
Now that he has his license, Reese has set several more 
goals for his future. He wants to get his certification in 
automotive air conditioning work, his long term goal is 
to attain a general contractors license. 

Reese’s story is an example of how hope, 
patience, and perseverance can uplift a person’s life. 

He has a positive outlook and encourages other Tribal 
members to pursue their dreams relentlessly because 
nothing is impossible. 

When times were rough, Reese says he used 
to reinforce himself with a line from a Tupac Shakur 
song: 

“No matter how hard it gets, keep your head 
up, your chest out, and keep going.” 
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Bingo 
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first smoke shop on Seminole land. Partners in the 
venture were Ozzie Shanooke and Bertha 
Turnipseed, Indians from Washington State, who 
came to Florida and approached Osceola with the 
idea. 

When Osceola opened the Candlelight 
shop he put 36 elderly Tribal members on the pay- 
roll giving them a weekly income of $230. (This 
would later cause difficulties with the Internal 
Revenue Service and, as part of the settlement with 
the IRS, put Osceola out of the cigarette business.) 

Osceola and the Tribe faced litigation 
from then Broward County Sheriff Edward Stack 
in 1977. At all levels of the judicial system, the 
court sided with the Tribe until in 1979 the Florida 
legislature passed a bill authorizing the sale of tax- 
free cigarettes on the reservations. But because of 
his success, Osceola would be considered a “have” 
and would have to withstand criticism from the 
press and other Tribal members. 

Encouraged by the courts’ and legisla- 
ture’s decisions, Tommie pressed on with his next 
venture - high stakes, unregulated bingo. In the fall 
of 1978 the Tribal council received a proposal from 
a group - Seminole Management Association - in 
which Tommie held a majority interest. 

The proposal involved 1 9 acres of 
frontage land on U.S. 441. SMA planned to spend 
$2.5 million to develop the land, which would 
include a smoke shop, a strip mall, and a 1,500- 
seat bingo hall. In return the Tribe would get its 
usual percentage from the cigarette sales, all the 
rent from the shopping center, and 20 percent of 
the bingo profits. (Chairman Billie would later 
claim Tommie never signed the contract and rene- 
gotiate the deal before the opening of the bingo 
hall. The Tribe’s share of the bingo profits would 
be 45 percent and SMA would get a 2 5 -year man- 
agement contract.) 

The Tribal council discussed the proposal, 
with Tommie out of the room, and then voted 4-0 
for passage. This vote led some to accuse the coun- 
cil of favoritism. Tommie became infuriated and 
was quoted as saying: “I really don’t think I’ve 
taken the tribe for anything. Why should I be treat- 
ed differently than anyone else who wants to go 
into business? It doesn’t seem fair that I should be 
excluded just because I’m chairman.” 

The backers in SMA were Eugene 
Weisman and George Simon. Simon was a finan- 
cial consultant at Flagler Dog Track in Miami. 
Weisman was a Pittsburgh investor whose family 
had been involved in other bingo ventures. Former 
Broward County Sheriff Robert Butterworth would 
later try to connect these men with organized crime 
in his effort to stop gaming on the reservation. 
According to Tommie, “in 1 7 years they were 
never able to prove mob influence.” 

More controversy arose at the time when 
Tommie bought out Osceola’s smoke shop. The 
council cancelled Osceola’s lease, transferred it to 
Tommie, and passed a resolution for a five-year 
moratorium on new smoke shops. Rumors in the 


Tribe were that this had been the plan all along but 
Tommie repeatedly denied this. He contended then, 
and still does, that SMA didn’t want the competi- 
tion and that was why they asked Osceola to sell 
out. 

In the October 24, 1985 issue of the 
Seminole Tribune , reporter Gloria Wilson wrote, 
“Controversy was foreseen but not in the capacity 
that the Seminole Tribe encountered. An avid 
opponent of the Bingo operation was former 
Broward County Sheriff, Robert Butterworth. 
Claiming ‘it’s (Bingo) against state law,’ ‘the 
Indians are being used by non-Indians,’ and his 
‘fears the Indians will open up their own Casino or 
Jai-alai fronton,’ Butterworth led his crusade to 
stop the efforts of the Seminole Tribe.” 

Butterworth would take his case to court 
based on civil/regulatory statutes - he lost. He then 
tried criminal/prohibitory statutes - he lost again. 
Seminole Tribe vs. Butterworth became a landmark 
case for Indian gaming. In 1988, the U.S. Congress 
formally recognized Indian rights to conduct gam- 
ing on reservation land and passed the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act. 

In 1979, Tommie decided not to run for 
reelection. In a recent interview, Tommie said he 
based his decision on the legal questions facing the 
bingo operation, smoke shops, and adverse publici- 
ty. According to his sister, Sadie Cypress, “Howard 
told me that if he stayed as chairman and the courts 
went against him, it would take down the whole 
tribe. He thought if he wasn’t in office, they (the 
government) could only get him personally.” 

The 1980s saw numerous legal and leg- 
islative challenges to Indian economic sovereignty. 
It fell to Tommie’s successor, James E. Billie, to 
deal with the legal assault on Seminole gaming. 
While the Tribe now has bingo and video machine 
gaming on five reservations, the battle is still being 
fought - 13 years after passage of the IGRA, the 
Seminoles still do not have a compact with the 
state of Florida. 

Regardless or in spite of the lack of a 
compact agreement, the Seminoles recently broke 
ground on their most ambitious gaming venture to 
date. Plans are set for a $300 million Hard Rock 
Resort and Casino on the Hollywood reservation 
and a $ 1 00 million Hard Rock on the Tampa reser- 
vation. (Both projects are temporarily on hold 
while the financing package is re-examined and 
reevaluated by the Tribal council.) 

When Howard Tommie took office as 
Chairman, tribal members were receiving $600 per 
year in dividends. Thanks to his vision for his peo- 
ple, and other enterprising individuals like 
Marcellus Osceola, dividends are up to $2,000 per 
month. The Tribal council recently voted to 
increase that amount again in October. 

Yes, Tommie and a few others made 
money, but so have the Tribe and its members. If 
not for visionaries like Tommie, the Seminoles 
might still be living in chickees and waiting for 
BIA to tell them what to do. Any culture, without 
visionaries or who are unwilling or unable to 
change with the times, will soon cease to exist. 

The Europeans settlers tried to take away 
the Indian culture. Tommie used the European cul- 
ture of capitalism to reestablish his culture. 


Brighton Resident 
Marries South Dakotan 


By Tommy Benn 

Tribal member Perry 
Whidden, daughter of Sonny and 
Connie Whidden, married Koty 
Brugh member of the Three 
Allied Tribes on Feb. 24 in a pri- 
vate ceremony in Mandree, North 
Dakota. 

The bride is a 1996 grad- 
uate of Okeechobee High School 
and is employed by the Brighton 
Medical Clinic. She will be 


attending Indian River 
Community College in the fall. 

The groom is the son 
of Ron Brugh of Mandree, 
North Dakota. He day-works 
cattle and travels the rodeo cir- 
cuit. He currently leads the 
EIRA Bareback event and 
places in Bullriding. 

The couple plan to 
reside on the Brighton reserva- 
tion. 



Mr. and Mrs. Koty Brugh. 



New Kid On The Rez 

By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Welcome the newest resident of the 
Brighton Reservation, Miss Madisyn Raye Osceola, born to 
Rodney and Lisa Osceola. Madisyn weighed in at 6 pounds, 13 
oz. With sisters Kari and Reba, and brothers Dayne and 
Randall, she’ll be rodeoing soon enough. 

Madisyn is the granddaughter of the late Fred Osceola, 
Addie Osceola, late Josiah Johns, and Greg and Sandy Woods. 


Seminole In Alaska 


Flames Above The Stove! 


This is Part 5 in a series about a 
Seminole woman and her family’s year 2000 liv- 
ing in a remote part of Alaska . 

I n early July, the sky in our area got heavy with 
smoke. Forest fires were burning all around, the 
closest to us being about eight miles away. 
Sometimes it was so thick we could not even see 
the other side of the river, about a half mile away. 

It got scary when smokejumpers poured into our 
area by helicopter and started setting sprinklers up 
around the cabins. 

We had promised Philemon that we would 
come see his dance performance at the end of 
Summer Fine Arts Camp in Seattle, the middle of 
July. With forest fires so close to our home, it wor- 
ried us to leave, but we had trust in the Lord to take 
care of everything. Just the same, my husband 
moved our AT Vs and tractor farther away from the 
trees before we left. 

It was good to see Philemon perform. It 
was like a dream come true for him after having 
been tucked away in the woods for so long. The 
Lord made a way for Philemon out of our apparent 
misfortune. When it seems like bad things are hap- 
pening to us, goods things will come if we love and 
trust Jesus. 

We returned to the homestead to find that 
the forest fires never made it to our farm. 

At the end of Summer Fine Arts Camp, 
Philemon found a way to enroll in the Summer Fine 
Arts Festival, a program for adults. He took courses 
in dance, singing, drums, and the course he liked 
the best of all, stage combat. My husband and I 
went to two more performances featuring our son in 
middle of August. 

Once the fair was over, Philemon was 
through with his classes. He had auditioned for a 
part in a musical being put on by Fairbanks Light 


Opera Theater just before the Fair ended, but was- 
n’t too hopeful of being chosen. To his surprise, he 
was called back and cast in a role. The musical 
required rehearsals from August through November, 
when the play would run. We had been thinking 
that Philemon would be going back to the woods in 
September and home schooling again. Now every- 
thing was changed if he was to be allowed to be in 
the play. It was so important to him that we decided 
to let him stay in town and go to public school. We 
got him an apartment and asked one of our church 
members to check up on him and take care of him 
when he needed help. 

My husband and I went back to the home- 
stead at the end of August. Heavy rains had made 
the river rise until it had flooded the runway. Once 
again, our property had been threatened and we 
could not protect it. The Lord had mercy on us 
again by bringing the river down before it could do 
too much damage. 

The middle of summer was smoky, cutting 
out the sunlight and the end of summer was cold 
and wet. Those conditions caused out potato crop to 
suffer. We only harvested about 800 lbs., not much 
more than what we had planted. Still, we were glad 
to get something to eat and plant the next year. 

The disasters that we kept avoiding 
through the summer finally found us on September 
29. Everything seemed normal as the day began. 
Two neighbors visited us at our house in the after- 
noon and another came over a little later. Nobody 
noticed any problems. Shortly after the last visitor 
left, I was working in the kitchen when I heard my 
husband frantically up and down the stairs. 

I looked over to the room where our heat- 
ing woodstove was and could see flames coming 
out of the ceiling above the stove. 

Next issue: A house on fire and the near- 
est fire truck is 70 miles away. 
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Paul Bowers Jr. Graduates Vanguard 


By Tommy Benn 

LAKE WALES — Paul Bowers 
Jr. graduated from the Vanguard School in 
Lake Wales on June 14. He is the son of 
Paul and Linda Bowers also of the Big 
Cypress Reservation. The younger 
Bowers has attended the Vanguard School 
for the past four years. 

The commencement services 
were held in the school’s gym. Encircling 
the rafters were flags from the various 
states, countries, and nations representing 
the student’s homelands. The young 
Bowers pointed to the Seminole Tribe’s 
Flag with great pride as he walked into 
the standing-room only gym. He took his 
place with his classmates, as they pre- 
pared themselves to enter the world of 


reality. Thirty seniors were to graduate on 
this beautiful, bright June day in central 
Florida 

Family and friends filled the 
halls to show their support for the young 
Seminole man who has worked so hard to 
challenge himself to complete the ridged 
schedule of the Vanguard School. 

Principal Gary Hetzel welcome 
the families and guests of the graduating 
class, while Richard Ogle lead the seniors 
and the gathered guests with an invoca- 
tional prayer. Graduates thanked their 
parents and teachers for believing in them 
as they struggled to find themselves on 
the path into adulthood. With the skills 
and education received from the 
Vanguard, they were ready to face the 


world and take their rightful place in it. 

Harry E. Nelson, founder of the 
Vanguard School, was also this year’s 
Commencement speaker for the class of 
2001. 

Mr. Bowers will be heading to 
Wyoming this fall to continue his educa- 
tion at Eastern Wyoming College in 
Torrington. Where he plans on pursuing a 
degree in Ranch and Range Management 
specializing in Agricultural related fields. 

The Vanguard School of Lake 
Wales was founded in 1966. The mission 
of the school is to provide an individual 
program in a nurturing environment that 
will enable students to develop to there 
fullest, Academically, Socially, and 
Personally. 



I made it!!! 



L-R: Wilson, Paul Jr., and Clarissa Bowers. 


Mitchell Cypress and Paul Bowers Jr. 


Vanguard seniors class of 2001. 



£ 

£ 




Mrs. Harper’s class, Kayla Nelson, fourth from right. 


7th Annual Talent Show 


On June 7, three young Tribal 
citizens participated in Driftwood 
Elementary’s 7th Annual Talent Show. 

The show, called the “2001 
Odyssey of Stars,” was directed by 
music instructors Ms. Ana Jerlinski and 
her assistant, Ms. Mary Ellen Reilly. 

Kayla Nelson, daughter of 
Danielle Nelson, performed with her 
class in “Kangaroos, Elephants, 
Manatees, and Whales”. 



Jessica Turtle, 4th grader 


Jessica Turtle, daughter of 
Donna Osceola, sang “Heartland” for 
the audience. 

Nicole Osceola, daughter of 
Tate and Robin Osceola, sand “This I 
Promise You”. 

The Tribune would like to 
commend Kayla, Jessica, and Nicole on 
their achievements and encourage them 
to continue with their endeavors. 



Miss. Nicole Osceola, 4th grader, 
singing “This I Promise You.” 



Check . . . and double check . . . 

Look at each picture. How many differences can you find? 


Graduates 

Continued from page 1 

Justin Osceola, 17, the son of 
Connie and Lonnie Billie, graduated from 
Ahfachkee High 
School on June 5. 

Justin’s interests 
center around 
sports. He is an 
avid basketball 
player and can 
usually be found 
at the gym prac- 
ticing for tourna- 
ments. 

Justin 

had a summer job, 
catching alligators 
for Billie Swamp 
Safari, but decid- 
ed to give it up 
and stay safe for college in the fall. Justin 
is still contemplating which college to 
attend, possibly FSU in Tallahassee, but 
he definitely wants to major in business. 

Justin says he stayed in school 
and was determined to graduate if for no 
other reason than to get it over with and 
move on. He says his parents continually 
encouraged him to graduate and did not 
give him other options, which was the 
biggest motivation of all. 

Lindsey King, 17, the daughter 
of Brian and Betty King and a member of 
the Big Town Clan, graduated from 
Ahfachkee High 
School on June 5. 

She is very soft 
spoken and says 
she is one of the 
people who 
enjoyed school 
and always liked 
to learn. 

She is 
still researching 
which college she 
would like to 
attend but is sure 
about pursuing a Lindsey King 

degree in educa- 
tion. Her goal is 

to become a teacher. She enjoys reading 
and surfing the net. 

Desiree Jumper, 18, the daughter 
of Jeanette Cypress and Danny Jumper 
and a Panther Clan member, graduated 
from Clewiston High School on May 18. 
She participated in high school volleyball 
and fast pitch softball. 

Her higher education plans are to 
enroll at Gulf Coast University near 
Naples, FL in the fall. She plans to get her 
degree in Elementary Education. 

Desiree is presently working as 
coordinator for the Summer Youth 
Program. She is the reigning 2000 Miss 
Seminole Princess, but will be relinquish- 
ing her crown in August. She plans to 
take some time this summer to travel and 
represent the 
Seminole Tribe, 
something she 
didn’t get a lot of 
time to do this 
past year due to 
her academic 
schedule. 

Desiree 
also held the title 
of Miss Sugar 
from the 
Clewiston Sugar 
Festival until this 
past April. She 
competed in the 
Miss Indian World 
pageant at the Gathering of Nations in 
Albuquerque and was a runner up in the 
Miss Hendry County pageant. She was 
also a candidate for the Clewiston High 
School Homecoming Queen and voted 
Most Athletic Senior. 

Desiree plans to continue pag- 
eant competition, starting with Miss 
Indian Universe in November, and the 
Rodeo Queen pageant in February. 

Desiree is presently coaching several con- 
testants in Big Cypress, who are hoping to 
get the crown she will be giving up. 

Amy Coppedge, 18, the daughter 
of Gene and Cheryl Coppedge, graduated 
from Coolidge High School in Coolidge, 
AZ on May 24. She has trained in cross- 
country running for four years and partici- 
pated in track and field for three years. 



Desiree Jumper 




Justin Osceola 



Cody Wilcox 



Amy also plays the flute and was 
a member of her high school marching 
band. Her motivation for keeping a 3.179 
GPA was mainly to be involved in sports. 
Her plans are to attend Central Arizona 
Community College in Coolidge. 

Amy has not decided her major 
but will definitely remain in sports. She 
gives credit to her parents, her grand- 
mother and her aunts Maryjean and Marie 
for their support and guidance. 

Cody Wilcox, 17, the son of 
Danny Tommie and Jeanette Cypress. He 
graduated from Clewiston High School on 
May 18. Cody has been involved in sports 
since his little 
league days and 
hopes to play col- 
lege football. He 
played catcher on 
the varsity base- 
ball team and line- 
backer and full- 
back positions in 
football. 

Cody’s 
hobbies are any- 
thing that relates 
to sports and fit- 
ness training. He 
works out in his 
spare time and is 

currently working for Big Cypress 
Recreation this summer. His college 
choice undecided, he is considering 
Florida Atlantic University or the 
University of South Florida in Tampa. 

Paul Bowers Jr., 18, the son of 
Paul and Linda Bowers and a member of 
the Bird Clan, 
graduated from 
the Vanguard 
School in Lake 
Wales, FL on June 
6. Paul’s main 
interests since his 
grade school days 
are agriculture and 
rodeo competition. 

In fact, his love 
for rodeo com- 
pelled him to keep 
his grades up. 

Paul will attend 
Eastern Wyoming 
College in 
Torrington, WY in 

the fall to pursue a degree in Ranch and 
Range Management. He good-naturedly 
muses that maybe one day he will take 
over his Uncle Richards’s job as the presi- 
dent of the Intertribal Agriculture Council 
(IAC). 

Lydia Hernandez, 18, the daugh- 
ter of Lydia Cypress and Benny 
Hernandez, and a member of the Wind 
Clan, graduated from Ahfachkee High 
School on June 5. She plans to take some 
time off and enjoy her free days before 
starting classes at Broward Community 
College. 

Anthony 
Pacheco, 1 8, the 
son of Ted and 
Naomi Tommie 
Pacheco, and a 
member of the 
Bird Clan graduat- 
ed from Pueblo 
High School, 

Pueblo, CO. 

Anthony’s first 
love is sports and 
he plans to pursue 
a degree in Sports 
Medicine at the 
University of 

Southern Colorado in Pueblo in the fall. 

In high school, Anthony played 
football, basketball, and track. TTis parents 
are his inspiration to finish school and set 
his sights on achieving a degree. 

Tony Shawn Bert, 20, the son of 
Tony and Sue Jane Bert, a member of the 
Big Town clan, graduated from Ahfachkee 
High School on June 6. 

Deana K. Hall, 24, the daughter 
of Marie Billie and James Hall and a 
member of the Panther clan, earned her 
G.E.D. from Cornerstone Christian 
Correspondence School in September 
2000. 

Merry lynn Waggerby, 30, the 
daughter of Mary and Gary Waggerby and 
a member of the Panther clan, earned her 
G.E.D. from Cornerstone Christian 
Correspondence School in September 
2000. 


Paul Bowers Jr. 



Anthony Pacheco 



Paul Buster plays and sings to 4th 
Grade students at Poinciana 
Elementary, Boynton Beach. 


Paul Buster 
Speaks To 
Students 

By Tommy Benn 

BOYNTON BEACH - 

Seminole Paul Buster gave the 
Poincianna Elementary school 
fourth grade classes a look at life as 
a Seminole boy growing up in the 
Big Cypress Swamp. Buster was 
introduced to the four classes by 
Joel Thomas Benn, of Mrs. Green 
class, who organized the in-house 
field trip. 

Joel introduced Mr. Buster 
as a full-blooded Native American 
who grew up at the Big Cypress 
Reservation. Buster currently lives 
with his family on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Speaking in his native 
tongue, Buster thanked the children 
for the opportunity to enlighten 
them on Seminole culture and her- 
itage. As he spoke in Creek and 
Mikasuki he drew blank stares from 
the audience. After he finished his 
opening statements, he told them in 
English that that was how he felt 
like they did when he was their age 
and people would speak to him in 
English. He didn’t learn English 
until he was twelve, or so, lost in a 
white man’s world since his parents 
spoke only Mikasuki or Creek in 
their home. 

As a small boy, he lived in 
a Chickee, a poled and beam con- 
structed dwelling with a thatched 
roof made of Sabal Palm fans. His 
mother cooked over an open fire, 
they bathed in canals where they 
washed their clothes as well. Life 
was good. 

“My mother tended to the 
home cooking and gathering fruits 
and vegetables from the swamp and 
gardens. She would make Indian 
dolls and Sweetwater baskets to 
trade and tan animal’s hides and 
skins, too.” 

“My Father hunted and 
fished and would trap animals for 
their pelts and skins. My father and 
the other men worked whenever 
work was available, as did the 
women, working long hours in the 
vegetable fields picking tomatoes, 
peppers or fruit. The elders worked 
in the packing sheds hand wrapping 
and packing fresh fruit. 

“He traded animal skins 
for money and together with the 
cash money he made working odd 
jobs he would by staples for our 
family. Staples being flour, coffee, 
grits and sugar and other neces- 
saries, foodstuffs we take for grant- 
ed nowadays. Times were hard in 
the Big Swamp,” said Buster.. 

Paul shared the meaning of 
the Seminole Colors, displayed 
patchwork and the various mean- 
ings of the various deisgns, he 
taught the children to count to ten 
in his native tongue. 

Paul also played various 
selections from his CowBones and 
Seminole Tales albums. The 90 
minute talk passed quickly while 
Buster answered questions from the 
floor as they related to Seminole 
life and heritage. 

The fourth graders thanked 
Mr. Buster for spending time and 
sharing his childhood memories 
with them. You could hear them 
singing the Red Spider Song as they 
made their way down the long halls. 



Joel Benn in Seminole Patchwork 
listens as Paul Buster lectures on 
Seminole life. 
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SPORTS 


Seminole Teams Bowl In WIBC 



( L-R): Laura Clay, Patricia Wilcox, Shana Frank, Doreen Osceola, Cornelia 
Osceola, Dina Dempsey. 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD - Three 
Seminole teams competed in the 82nd 
Women’s International Bowling Congress 
(WIBC) Championship Tournament held 
in Broward County this year. The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida was a major 
sponsor of the event, which ran from 
April 17 through June 27. 

Those participating in team, sin- 
gles, and doubles divisions were Patricia 


Wilcox, Doreen Michelle Osceola, Shana 
Frank, Laura Clay, Cornelia Osceola, 
Dina Dempsey, Mary T. Bowers, Louise 
Billie, Ruby Osceola, Dora Tiger, 
Christalee Coppedge, Sarah McDonald, 
Denise Morin, Alfreda Muskett, and Terri 
Frank. 

The tournament was expected to 
inject estimated 35 million into the local 


economy. The Tribe’s tourism ventures - 
the casinos, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and 
Billie Swamp Safari - were featured side 
trips for over 48,000 bowlers and their 
families who participated in the event. 
Information booths set up at Don Carter’s 
Tamarac Lanes and Sawgrass Lanes 
informed the bowlers of the Tribe’s tourist 
attractions and gaming facilities. 

Team events were held at 
Tamarac Lanes and singles/doubles com- 
petitions were held at 
Sawgrass. Seminole bowlers’ 
scores, where available, are 
listed below. 

“Sidekicks” Team 
scores: Sarah McDonald 119, 
127, 111; Denise Morin 132, 
109, 146; Dina Dempsey 142, 
162, 192; Alfreda Muskett 
149, 168, 122; Terri Frank 
142, 142, 163. 

Singles (total individual 
score): Patricia Wilcox 153, 
193, 138 (484); Dina 
Dempsey 152, 161, 135 
(448); Doreen Osceola 130, 
148, 190 (468); Laura Clay 112, 127, 114 
(363); Cornelia Osceola 153, 159, 112 
(424); Shana Frank 135, 186, 171 (486). 

Doubles (total team score): Laura 
Clay 120, 142, 110/Doreen Osceola 116, 
159, 126 (773); Shana Frank 159, 170, 
183/Cornelia Osceola 134, 133, 99 (873); 
Patricia Wilcox 212, 212, 166/Dina 
Dempsey 155, 148, 132 (1025). 



(L-R): Louise Billie, Ruby Osceola, Dora Tiger, 
Mary T. Bowers, Christalee Coppedge. 


Sports Festival 2001 Bowling 


For The Record: 

Team 

1 st Place - $1,200 Decky Ashley, Marti 
Ashley, Kris Arviso, Scott Ashley (total 
score 2,274) 

2 nd Place - $1,000 Linda Tommie, 
Debbie Carter, Max Tommie, Weems 
Buck (2,256) 

3 rd Place - $800 Tomie Micco, Reina 
Micco, Joey Micco, Michael Micco 
(2255) 

4 tn Place - $600 Jackie Thompson, 
Shawn Willie, Alma Johns, William 
Johns (2,223) 

5 txl Place - $400 Mary Jo Micco, Alma 
Johns, Parker Johns, Weems Buck 
( 2 198) 

6 txl Place - $200 Crystal Smith, Diane 
Smith, Roger Smith, Janine Smith 
(2*179) 

7 txl Place - $76 Celesta Osceola, 

Alfreda Muskett, Cicero Osceola, Amos 
Billie (2,171) 

8™ Place - Shirley McCabe, JoAnne 
Muskett, Johnson Muskett, Bobby 
Watchman (2,163) 

9™ Place - Nadine Tommy, Pemell 
Bert, Diane Smith, Roger Smith (2,155) 
10 th Place - Mary Jo Micco, Rose 
Jones, Parker Jones, Johnny Jones 
( 2453 ) 

1 1 LX1 Place - Joey Micco, Reina Micco, 
Crystal Smith, Jamie Smith (2,128) 

12 xd Place - Farrah Jones, Reina Micco, 
Elton Shore, Joey Micco (2,104) 

13 d1 Place - Alice Sweat, Jenny Johns, 
Moses Osceola, Delwin McCowan 


(2 

14 L11 Place - Mary J. Bowers, Ruby 
Osceola, Eugene Bowers, Ollie 
Wareham (2,084) 

1 5 txl Place - Dawn Snow, Wendi Juarez, 


Moses Osceola, Kevin Holata (2,071) 
16 txl Place - Ben Upshaw, Gina 
Upshaw, Jody Muskett, Kris Arviso 
(2,060) 

17 m Place - Mary Jo Micco, Diane 
Smith, Roger Smith, Weems Buck 
(2 056) 

1 8 m Place - Mary Jo Micco, Tomie 
Micco, Johnny Jones, Michael Micco 
(2048) 

19 m Place - Rose Jones, Parker Jones, 
Farrah Jones, Elton Shore (2,043) 

20th Place - Jerome Jumper, Maydell 
Osceola, Chris Osceola, Mary G. 
Osceola (2,040) 

21 st Place - Salina Dorgan, Patty Snow, 
Archie Johns, Albert Snow (2,037) 

22 n d pi aC e - Brenda Cypress, Ruscilla 
Tiger, Joe Jr. Billie, Moses Osceola 
(2,004) 

23 ra Place - Ruby Osceola, Mary 
Bowers, Bobby Watchman, Carl Uribe 
(2,004) 

24 m Place - Shirley Polingyowa, Gail 
Coochyowma, Dennis Coochyowma, 
Carl Uribe (1,991) 

25 txl Place - Farrah Jones, Tommie 
Micco, Elton Shore, Michael Micco 
( 1 ^ 82 ) 

26 m Place - Theresa Bukky, Alfreda 
Muskett, Delwin McCowan, Amos 
Billie (1,894) 

Men’s Singles: 

1 st Place $350 Albert Snow (698), 

2 nd Place $300 Carl Uribe (631), 

3 rd Place $250 Roger Smith (628), 

4 td Place $200 Dan Osceola (620), 

5 td Place $150 Bobby Watchman (604), 
6 th Place $57 Mike Micco (578), 


7 th Place $57 Elton Shore (577). 

Other bowlers: Parker Jones 
(574), Jamie Smith (572), Kris Arviso 
(572), Johnson Muskett (566), Milo 
Osceola (564), Cicero Osceola (562), 
Jonathan James (560), Rock Locust 
(554), Scott Ashley (546), Eugene 
Bowers (544), Gordon Wareham (539), 
Ben Upshaw (538), Joey Micco (532), 
Ryland Kirkland (530), Texas Billie 
(529), Blake Osceola (523), Delwin 
McCowan (515), Moke Osceola (500), 
Shawn Willie (495), Robin Buster 
(495), Archie Johns (488), William 
Johns (473), Hyde Gopher (466), Maxie 
Tommie (456), Rocky Jim (455), Amos 
Billie (443). 

Women’s Singles: 

1 st Place $250 Betty Osceola (556), 

2 nd Place $300 JoAnne Muskett (553), 
3 rd Place $250 Jalina Dorgan (545), 

4 td Place $200 Reina Micco (536), 

5 td Place $125 Shirley McCabe (520), 
6 td Place $125 Jody Muskett (520), 

7™ Place $50 Marti Ashley (518), 

8 td Place $50 Diane Smith (512), 

9 td Place $37 Rose Jones (510). 

Other bowlers: Gloria James 
(507), Ruby Osceola (498), Farrah 
Jones (496), Shirley Guerara (489), 
Brande’ Clay (487), Mary Jo Micco 
(487), Maydell Osceola (485), Tomie 
Micco (484), Jackie Thompson (481), 
Vivian Delgado (481), Phillis Aguilara 
(479), Mary Bowers (477), Crystal 
Smith (474), Linda Tommie (474), 
Louise Jim (473), Wendi Juarez (470), 
Decky Ashley (465), Kay Decorah 
(462), Celesta Osceola (460), Dawn 
Snow (460), Juanita Osceola (457), 
Alma Johns (455), Mary Locust (451), 
Amanda Smith (442), Patty Snow (439), 
Sarah Kirkland (436), Gina Upshaw 
(412). 

Men’s Doubles: 

1 st Place $400 Parker 
Jones/Elton Shore (1,200), 2 nd Place 
$300 Joey Micco/Michael Micco 
(1,117), 3 rd Place $200 Archie 
Johns/Albert Snow (1,095), 4 txl Place 
$100 Milo Osceola/Eugene Bowers 
(1,087), 5 th Place $76 Roger 
Smith/Jamie Smith (1,084). 

Others: Jamie Smith/Joey 
Micco (1,079), Moke Osceola/Blake 
Osceola (1,057), Johnson 
Muskett/Bobby Watchman (1,038), 

Hyde Gopher/Roger Smith (1,023), Joey 
Micco/Elton Shore (1,018), Elton 
Shore/Michael Micco (1,015), Milo 
Osceola/Gordon Osceola (986). 
Women’s Doubles: 

1 st Place $400 Brande’ 
Clay/Betty Osceola (1,092), 2 nd Place 
$300 Crystal Smith/Reina Micco 
(1,019), 3 rd Place $200 Farrah 
Jones/ Amanda Smith (999), 4 txl Place 
$100 Juanita Osceola/Brande’ Clay 
(995), 5 th Place $80 Shirley 


Guevara/Phyllis Aguilara (994), 
6 td Place $40 Marti Ashley/JoAnne 
Muskett (985), 7 txl Place $40 Reina 


Micco/Farrah Jones (985). 

Others: Betty Osceola/Mary 
Bowers (980), Dawn Snow/Wendi 
Juarez (976), Ruby Osceola/Mary 
Bowers (951), Gina Upshaw/Shirley 
McCabe (936), Rose Jones/Farrah Jones 
(936), Patty Snow/Salina Dorgan (894), 
Diane Smith/ Amanda Smith (885). 






Mitchell Cypress 


Glen Olson (1st place) 


Michelle Cypress (3rd place) 


Mitchell Cypress (2nd 
place) and Ralph Sanchez 


Memorial Pool Tournament Held 


Edna Mae Cypress Remembered 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — The 5th 
Annual Edna Mae Cypress Memorial Pool 
Tournament was held at Andy’s Place in 
Immokalee on June 16. Esther Buster, 
Delores Jumper, and Andy Sanchez, long- 
time friends of the deceased, organized 
the event. 

Edna Mae, a regular at Andy’s 
Place, lost her life in 1 997 in a tragic car 
accident. The annual event allows friends 
and family to remember and pay tribute to 
her. Edna Mae was the daughter of Mary 
Francis (nee Fewell) and the late Jimmie 
Cypress and sister of Mitchell, David, 
Patsy, Terry, Timothy, and the late Don 


and Dorothy. 

Open 8-Ball tournaments were 
held for both men and women. Ralph 
Sanchez ran the one-game double elimi- 
nation event. A late afternoon luncheon, 
catered by nearby Lozano’s Restaurant, 
offered fajitas, Spanish rice, refried beans, 
and several beef dishes. 

In the men’s division, Board 
President, and brother of the late Edna 
Mae, Mitchell Cypress came through the 
tournament in the winner’s bracket. He 
faced Glen Olson, whom he had beaten 
earlier, in the finals. Olson would have to 
beat him twice to take first place. 

An unfavorable coin toss and a 


bad shot forced Cypress to give the break, 
and the first game, to Olson. Cypress shot 
well in the second game, but was unable 
to defeat Olson. 

Dale Grasshopper, who went 
undefeated, took top honors in the 
women’s division. 

The top five money finishers in 
each division were as follows: Men: 1st 
place - Glen Olson, 2nd place - Mitchell 
Cypress, 3rd place - Jake Masters, 4th 
place - Bill Wilson, 5th place - Raymond 
Mora. 

Women: 1 st place - Dale 
Grasshopper, 2nd place - Delores Jumper, 
3rd place - Michelle Cypress, 4th place - 
Juanita Osceola, 5th place - Esther 
Buster. 

— Photos by Libby Blake 



Ralph Sanchez and Dale Grasshopper 
(1st place). 



Ralph Sanchez and Delores 
Jumper (2nd place). 



Ralph Sanchez and Jake Masters (3rd 
place). 


Gone Fishin’ 


By B. Secody 

MARCO ISLAND — They left 
a note on the door in Immokalee that said, 
Gone Fishin’! - and they weren’t kidding. 
Most of the youth in Immokalee packed 
up with Recreation staff and headed south 
to do some serious fishing. 

On June 20, approximately 30 
young people from the Immokalee reser- 
vation traveled to Marco Island, where 
they rented three large fishing boats, and 
headed out to sea. The entourage met at 
the Marco Island River Park where heads 
were counted. 

Although the kids were all excit- 
ed about their voyage, they were well 
behaved during the preliminary and nec- 
essary train of events - such as the boat 
rentals, paperwork and all the other bor- 
ing things that adults must do before final 
departure. 

Recreation staff Raymond Mora, 
Marie and David Billie divvied up their 
charges into crews of about ten to a boat, 
with Crystal Billie and Homer Villarreal, 
Recreation’s Summer Youth workers, on 
hand to help out with the younger kids. 

Finally, the three captains and 
their motley crew headed out for some 
fun. 

Once anchored in the bay, the 
kids baited their hooks amidst various 
comments ranging from wondering if the 
shrimp could feel the hook, how ugly they 
were, to not wanting to touch the bait. 

After some light-hearted banter- 
ing, they cast out their lines. It wasn’t 
long before excited squeals, signaling the 
first catch of the day, wafted across the 
water. Janet Mata proudly held up a 
good-sized catfish. 

Not to be out-done, Ali Colon 
soon produced a fish of her own, also a 


great white. . .catfish, as 
did Esmeralda Billie. 

Then things really got 
exciting, so exciting, in 
fact, that 10 year-old 
Alan Venzor’s pole 
nearly snapped in half 
in the battle to reel in 
the catch of the day: a 
foot and a half long bar- 
racuda. The barracuda 
fought hard, but in the 
end, was no match for 
Alan. It’s hard to be 
humble when. . . 

After nearly 
three hours of fishing, it 
was finally agreed upon 
that there were no more 
fish in the sea, and the 
three boats pulled up 
anchor and headed 
slowly towards the 
shore. The captains let 
each of the kids take a 
turn at steering the boat. 

This was a big deal for 
the kids, and even the 
little ones enjoyed the 
experience. 

Once the boats 
reached the bridge, the 
kids were allowed to get 
out of the boat and swim 
for a short time. The 
water felt good after 

spending most of the afternoon in the hot 
sun, and was just what the doctor ordered. 

By 4 p.m., the weary group was 
ready to load up and head for home. 
They’d had a long day. but everyone had 
fun. The staff and students enjoyed the 
time with the young children, and were 



Allen Venzor with a Spanish Mackrel. 


glad they were able to share the excite- 
ment of catching the fish, the swimming, 
and laughter of the happy children. It’s 
safe to say that the thought foremost in 
each child’s mind during the trip home 
was, “Wow! This is going to be a great 
summer!” 


Youth Camps, Clinics And Leagues 


The Hollywood Recreation will 
provide quality basketball instruction dur- 
ing the summer program for 2001. 

Coach Harry Kennedy III will be 
giving camps and clinics and running the 
youth League twice a week as well. The 
league will consist of two divisions for 
both boys and girls. 1) Elementary divi- 
sion - 4th grade to 8th grade. 2) High 
School division - 9th grade to 12th grade. 


The Camps, Clinics and Youth league is 
open to all youth. 

An All-American at the 
University of central Florida who later 
went on to play in the European 
International Basketball League, Kennedy 
is currently the Boys’ Basketball Coach at 
Hollywood Christian High School. 

The Elementary League will play 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning at 


1:00 p.m. and the High School league will 
also play on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
starting at 6:00 p.m. The camps and clin- 
ics will be held on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays, starting at 1:00 p.m. 

Let’s all take advantage of the 
Coach’s skills and ability to teach our 
youth the basic skills of Basketball. 


2001 Dolphin Kickoff 

By Janice Billie 

DAVIE — On the evening of 
June 6, the Miami Dolphins held their 
annual banquet to mark the kickoff of the 
2001 Dolphin football season. A small 
group of Tribal citizens were lucky 
enough to get tickets to the event held at 
the Signature Grand in Davie, FL. 

Ricky and Claudia Doctor, 

Wendy and Charlie Cypress mingled and 
munched with fellow DoF fans’ and 
Dolphin players. The Kickoff’s evening of 
events started with a cocktail reception at 
6 p.m. Conference rooms were set up for 
autographs and photo opportunities with 
the players. The atmosphere was festive as 
the groups of fans stood in line for auto- 
graphs or viewed footage from archive 
films of outstanding winning games. 

Loyal and dedicated fans snapped com- 
memorative souvenirs available for pur- 
chase. 

At 6:45 p.m., the ballroom was 
opened to seat the fans and begin the rest 



Ricky Doctor, Charlie Cypress, Dolphin player Kenny 
Mixon, Wendy Cypress and Claudia Doctor. 


John Offerdahl was the featured 
speaker for the evening. An evening of 
Dolphin mania would not be complete 
without Dan Marino, who made time to 
attend the Kickoff. 

The event concluded at 10 p.m. 
on a positive note and high hopes for the 
2001 season. 


of the scheduled presen- 
tation. Jimmy Cefalo 
gave the welcome and 
invocation. While sal- 
ads were being served, 
the Dolphin players 
were introduced and 
seated, one player to a 
table. Kenny Mixon, 
defensive end, sat with 
the Tribe’s group. He 
shared insights on vari- 
ous aspects of a profes- 
sional football player’s 
life and the experience 
of playing for the Miami Dolphins. 

During dinner, a film of the 2000 
season highlights was shown, followed by 
an introduction of the 2001 draft choices. 
Next, Miami Dolphins head coach Dave 
Wannstedt addressed the crowd, speaking 
on a number of his plans and hopes for 
this season. He also presented the 2000 
season awards. 




The Seminole Tribune 


10 


July 6, 2001 


Silver Spurs Arena Finals Held 



Proud Grandparents, Johnnie and Stanlo Johns. 


By Tommy Benn 

KISSIMMEE — The Florida 
High School Rodeo Association held its 
2001 finals at the Silver Spurs Arena to 
determine who will be represent the 
Sunshine State in the High School 
National Finals in Springfield, MO. 

Brighton resident Jade Braswell won the 
right to compete in die Women’s Barrel 
Racing event. In 6 th place, Jade had her 
work cut out for her as only the top 4 posi- 
tions go to the National Finals. The young 
Seminole woman had moved up from 1 6^ 
to 6 th place in the last 4 rodeos, and felt 
she had a good shot at qualifying for the 
prestigious road trip 

The Okeechobee High School 
freshman is the daughter of Jay and Kay 
Braswell of Brighton and the granddaugh- 
ter of Stanlo and Johnnie Johns. 

Jade’s dedication to her rodeo is 
not only hard work of exercising and grooming her 
horses to keep them in top form, but also keeping her 
grades up to High School Standards in order to com- 
pete on the high school level 

Jade would like to thank the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, and former Brighton Councilman Jack 
Smith Jr., for sponsoring her and his help enabling 


Jade Braswell 


her to be competitive at a higher level. 

She brought her horse, Kissimmee, to the 
Silver Spurs Arena for the three days of High School 
Rodeo Finals. Her parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and other family members made the trek to 
show their support for her hard work and dedication. 

The Friday night show was questionable due 
to the weather conditions, rain, and 
thunderstorms, but the show must go 
on. The arena footing would be wet, 
sloppy, and dangerous. Jade chose to 
ride her big bay gelding, “Bert.” Bert 
took the first barrel wide, losing time 
and was not able to make up the dis- 
tance, Jade didn’t place. 

For the Saturday night per- 
formance, she again chose “Bert,” but 
decided to change his bit. She worked 
the gelding horse before the show, and 
felt he was ready, She entered the arena, 
turned the big horse loose, but he took 
the first barrel wide again, and she lost 
valuable time trying to get “Bert” back 
on his pattern. He had a better run than 
the night before, but not fast enough to 
place, or move up in the standing. 

Jade was down and knew she had 
no shot at the High School Finals, but 
she was going to run in the Sunday’s 
Rodeo performance. It showed the 
young woman’s class and character. 
“Winners never quit and quitters never 
win,” Jade Braswell is a winner. 
Congratulations for trying and never 
giving upon yourself or your horse. 

Next year, my money on Jade to make it 
to the High School Finals in New 
Mexico. 

Jade encourages all other kids on 
3 the Seminole Reservations to get 
£ involved in both the Junior and 
c* High School Rodeo Associations for 
I fun, growth, and travel. Compete with 
^ your peers from all over the great State 
of Florida; from the Panhandle to 
Jacksonville, down to the Florida Keys 
and all points in between. 


Ricky Doctor Holds Coed Bass Tourney 


By E. Tiger 

BIG CYPRESS - They came out in twos 
for two days of fishing during the First Annual Ricky 
Doctor Co-ed Bass Tournament, held on June 15-16. 

The conditions were optimal, as recent rains 
had raised water levels in the L-28 interceptor canal. 
During recent tournaments, the water level had been 
below normal, which left the fish with little or no 
oxygen, as well making them harder to locate. 

No water had been released south of the 
waterlock, leaving those areas in the same condition 
that had plagued the north end of the L-28 interceptor 
for the past months. Experienced anglers recognized 
this and steered clear. 

Conditions were better at the north end of 
the canal where the fish were more active and the 
feeding bass in the shallows made for some produc- 
tive sight casting. Although the temperature reached 
95 degrees, there was enough wind to move smaller 
baitfish through the canal, which kept the bass active 
throughout both days of the tournament. 

The team of Frankie and Lazera Marrero 
took an early lead, reaching their five-fish limit on 
the first day. Following close behind were husband 


and wife team of Tom and Mary J. Coppedge. 

Saturday’s conditions were slightly different 
when the anglers took to the water in the early morn- 
ing. The fish weren’t very active on the surface, most 
of the fish in the tournament were caught using mid- 
and bottom running baits. 

By noon, the tournament deadline was short- 
ened from 5:00 to 3:00 P.M., due to the heat. There 
wasn’t any disagreement from the fishermen, who 
were already baked to a crisp and dehydrated from 
the conditions. 

Ricky Doctor, and all of the tournament 
anglers, would like to thank the contributors: 
President Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Councilman 
David Cypress, Brighton Councilman John Wayne 
Huff, Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar, and former 
Councilman Jack Smith Jr. 

RESULTS- 1st place: Frank and Lazera 
Marrero 14/12ounces, 2nd Place: Tom and Mary J 
Coppedge 10/15, 3rd Place: George and Marcina 
Roberts 9/2, 4th Place: Bronson and Myra 9/1, 5th 
Place: Ernie and Jade 8/4, 6th Place: Ricky Doctor 
and Eldene Billie 3/5, 7th Place: Legus 3/2. 



(L-R) Bronson Hill, Myra Jumper, Tom Koenes, Mary F. Koenes, Jade Donty, George Grasshopper, 
Marcina Roberts, Frank and Lazera Marrero, Ricky Doctor, Eldene Billie. 



Archery Schedule 


Qualification Schedule for the NAIG 

July 28th B. C. Archery Range 

August 25th B. C. Archery Range 

September 29th B. C. Archery Range 

October 27th B. C. Archery Range 

November 17th B. C. Archery Range 

December 15th B. C. Archery Range 


10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 


Team Florida Qualifications: 

There will be a total of ten (lO)-qualifying rounds. Three (3)-qualifying 
rounds have been completed. 

Must have shot at a minimum of eight (8)-qualifying rounds. 

We will use your average score from your best eight- (8) rounds. 
Highest average in each category will represent Team Florida. 

For more information, please call Steve Young at Hollywood Recreation at 
(954) 989-9457 . 


My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,” 

my story is alive. 



Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
kiwjws the impnrtanne of fcea-pifrg the Alory 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he Is helping Jo 
preserve 1h e rich r-uliure of hi$ people. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
rradrtion is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Curneotly the NMAI is 
building a museum \n Washington, D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 


f.AN 




■'gkat 

AM till CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe SJorles Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call rocky: (202) 357-31 64 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 -SinithEDinaji 

Natiom! h&tsctmr vftfw Aintfrirwn fadidfl 
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Health Comer 


Teen Suicide: The Aftermath Warning Signs For Teen Suicide 


Withdrawal or isolation , especially if the child has always been gregarious. 

Signs of self-mutilation 

Violent behavior such as punching holes in walls or getting into fights or sex violence 
A significant change in sleeping patterns; suddenly sleeps all the time or not at all 
Neglect of personal appearance 

Lingering lethargy, a drop-off in school work, loss of interest in school 

Loss of interest in recreational activities 

Lack of interest in praise or rewards 

Weepiness; abrupt or constant crying 

Expressions of low self-esteem; feeling of worthlessness 

Reference to the fact that he will not be around much longer to be a burden 

Indications that he is completing overwhelmed 

Actions that reflect sudden interest in giving important or favorite possessions away, 
putting his affairs in order, making amends 

Sudden and uncountable cheerfulness, sense of relief after a period of depression 

An abrupt change of personality, dress, style, interest, friends, etc. 

Alcohol and other drugs use 


By Mary Pierpoint 

VASSAR, Kan. - Teen suicide 
nationwide is at epidemic proportions, 
rated number eight in the top 1 5 causes of 
death in the United States by the National 
Center for Health Statistics. 

But statistics don’t tell the real story of 
human tragedy and loss, nor do they tell 
the stories of those left behind when a 
young person decides to take his or her 
life. 

Rhonda Newman learned first- 
hand about the horrific upheaval a suicide 
can cause family members. She is strug- 
gling now to hold her family together and 
try to prevent other families from having 
their lives ripped apart in a similar way. 

Mike Ludemann found guilt was 
his companion for years when he lost his 
best friend to suicide. 

Teen suicide crosses all bound- 
aries of race, gender and demographics. 
For each ethnic group, there are different 
causes, but some commonalties persist. 
Self-esteem and a feeling of not fitting in 
are two of them. 

Abuse and alcohol 
and drugs may be 
involved, yet 
despite the reason, 
each person who 
ends his or her life 
appears to have a 
sense of hopelessness that their life will 
never improve. 

Why teens choose to end their 
lives can fill a book. Each has specific 
reasons for the act. The purpose of this 
story and of those of Newman and 
Ludemann is to allow anyone contemplat- 
ing suicide to become aware what hap- 
pens to those who love them and will be 
left behind. 

Suicide is a dirty word; in many 
cultures it is considered taboo. Some reli- 
gions won’t bury victims of suicide in 
holy ground. 

Survivors are left with shame and 
guilt, often having few places to go for 
help and comfort and understanding. 
Neighbors whisper behind close curtains, 
feeling sorry for parents, but don’t really 
understand how they could have failed to 
see the signs and save their child. 

For the friends of suicides, strong 
guilt hangs on. They say they knew this 
person better than anyone, why didn’t 
they see it coming? 

These archaic notions helped 
keep Rhonda Newman, hidden away for 
two and a half years. Now she realizes 
that until society can get past those ideas, 
teens will continue to die. 

Ludemann is a Native American 
who lost his best friend about five years 
ago to suicide in Pierre, SD. His friend, 
John, had shown some of the warning 
signs of suicide, but at 19, neither Mike 
nor his friends really saw it coming. 

John was “just being John,” 
going through the trials and tribulations 
they all experienced as they entered adult- 
hood. 

Rhonda Newman is not Native 
American. She describes herself as an 
average wife and mother who found her- 
self in extraordinary circumstances when 
her 14-year-old son, Mikey took his life in 
Garnett, Kan. 

Both Newman and her husband 
were aware of the warning signs of sui- 
cide and even sought help for Mikey by 
having him hospitalized. She said he sim- 
ply buffaloed doctors by telling them what 
they wanted to hear. She now attributed 
the lighter mood her son had in his last 
week of his life as an inner calm because 
he had made the decision to end his life. 

It was not as a sign that things were get- 
ting better, which was what she believed 
at the time. But, despite their efforts, 
Mikey fooled them all. 

Both Ludemann and Newman are 
survivors of suicide. Each tried to cope 
with their loss in different ways. 

Ludemann says he tries to under- 
stand his friend’s pain but feels guilty that 
he didn’t do more to help his friend out of 
his despondency. Newman uses her grief 
to work toward being a teacher and a 
voice to teach parents and students about 
the realities of suicide. Her goal is to pre- 


vent even one family from having to go 
through what she did. 

Newman’s nightmare started two 
and a half years ago. The day began no 
differently than any other day. She and 
her family were living in Garnett and she 
remembered looking at Mikey, 14, asleep 
on the couch. She remembered smiling at 
him and thinking about how young he 
looked and then she headed off to work. 

The mother and son had been 
going through a lot in the past few 
months, she said. Mikey ’s anger and 
depression, times when he wouldn’t eat, a 
period when he gave his possessions 
away. But for the past few weeks Mikey 
had seemed happy and life in the Newman 
household seemed to be getting back in 
order. After all, Mikey had moved up a 
grade in school and had a new job. 
Newman said it appeared good things 
were ahead for the family and her 
youngest son. 

“I was just coming home from 
work,” Newman recalled. “When I pulled 
up, I saw the ambu- 
lances there. As I 
pulled in the driveway, 

I remember thinking, 
‘Why is the ambulance 
here. Somebody must 
have got hurt. ’ 

“I didn’t even 
cross my mind that Mikey would have 
killed himself.” 

As soon as she pulled up her son 
Robbie came out and said, “Mike has 
killed himself. He shot himself in the 
head.” Robbie, a year and a half older 
than Mikey, found his brother. 

“I said, ‘Don’t tell me that! 

Don’t tell me that b — s — ! ’ I kind of 
went off on him, I guess, because he was 
the one who told me. I went into the 
house. . . I just came and stood in the 
kitchen.” 

She said she remembers people 
going in and out of the house. “I finally 
got up enough guts, enough nerve to talk 
to one of the policemen there. He told me 
that my son had shot himself in the head 
and he was upstairs in his bedroom. 

“He took me aside and asked me 
questions and wanted to know whose gun 
it was. I didn’t know, I was in shock. 

They had to call the coroner. It had to be 
treated as a homicide. The coroner got 
there and did what he had to do, it just 
seemed like it took forever. 

“My son Robbie wouldn’t let me 
go upstairs. He told me, ‘You can’t go up 
there. You can’t see it.” 

Newman, in a state of shock, said 
she did what her son asked and stayed 
down stairs until Mikey ’s body was 
removed. 

“It seemed like he laid up there 
forever and there wasn’t anything I could 
do. It was probably two hours, it seemed 
like two hours, and then the body was 
gone. They made me go out in our rec 
room when they took his body down the 
stairs. They had a hard time taking his 
body down the stairs because we had a lot 
of twists and turns in the 
stairs. I totally just lost 
it. 

“I kept asking, 

‘Where’s Robbie?’ He 
was outside. He was 
trying to deal with it. 

My stepdaughter got 
there to be with me. 

When they got him out 
of there, I went upstairs. I couldn’t 
believe it. I just couldn’t believe it. I 
went up to his room and I looked in. 

There was blood everywhere.” 

She said Mikey had a bag that 
belonged to her and she remembered it 
being filled with blood. “I just sat in the 
doorway and I bawled and bawled, the 
smell of blood all around me.” Tears 
welled up in her eyes. “It was so bad, the 
smell was so bad.” 

Actually Newman’s nightmare 
was just beginning. Her husband got 
home and Mikey ’s dad and his stepmother 
got there and had to be told. Newman 
said she left to find her daughter Misty 
and break the news to her. Newman’s 
husband Mike stayed behind to clean up. 


“I told him there were people 
who would do that.” Now she said she 
realizes that was part of how he had to 
deal with it all. She believes that she 
went to her parents to spend the night, but 
the memory is fuzzy. 

She said she told her husband she 
had to go home to be near Mikey, but she 
found that she couldn’t stay in the house, 
so the family went to a nearby motel. 

The whole funeral process was 
surrealistic for Newman. “The hardest 
thing I ever had to do was to go through a 
funeral home, picking out a casket for my 
son. We buried him in Gardner. I knew 
his dad (Newman’s former husband) 
would be staying there. 

“The visitation had an open cas- 
ket. Robbie had taken me aside and he 
said, I think it’s going to be all right. He 
put it blunt. He said the hole isn’t that 
big. I think it’s going to be OK 

“My husband went in first and 
(said) it was a terrible shock. It’s like you 
want to make them look like they are 
asleep, like normal like they are asleep. 
The last time I saw him he had been 
asleep when I checked on him that morn- 
ing. That was how I wanted him to look. 
He didn’t look that way, at all. 

“You could tell, the entrance 
wound not so much, but the exit 
wound. . . . They had done a lot of repair. 
To put it bluntly, he had blown off the 
side of his head. It was horrible. When I 
looked at him, part of me had died. I 
buried part of me with my son. I will 
never be a whole person again. I have a 
big hole in my heart; I will never the 
same. 

“When he died, in a sense I did, 
too. It is the worst feeling you could ever 
have in your life, ever.” 

Following the funeral, friends 
and relatives gathered to pay their respects 
to Rhonda and her family. There was the 
traditional gathering following the burial, 
and then the family realized they were 
alone. Then the true magnitude of how 
their lives had changed came to them. 

Rhonda and her husband Mike 
began to grow distant. Misty was diag- 
nosed with bipolar disease and Robbie 
began going in and out of counseling. 

The family could no longer live 
in the house where Mikey took his life. 
They moved four times before settling in 
Vassar. For the first time a picture of 
Mikey sits next to other family photos. 
Only now can Newman bear to look at the 
son she lost, without falling apart. 

Looking back, she said she 
believes that even if the family hadn’t had 
guns locked up in the house, “He’d have 
found a way.” She and her husband have 
turned back toward each other and are 
building a stronger marriage. Both sur- 
viving children are fighting their way 
back from a haze of guilt and depression 
and are beginning to move forward. 

Ludemann, away at college when 
his friend John shot himself, said he 
remembers feeling disbelief. “I heard the 
words, but I had to call all of my friends 
back at home to 
see if it was real- 
ly true. I don’t 
think I believed 
it until I talked 
to his sister.” 

Two weeks 
before, the boys 
had been talking 
about John mov- 
ing to Kansas and they were going to get 
an apartment together. Ludemann was 
looking forward to having his best friend 
close at hand. After visiting back home, 
Ludemann said he truly believed he had 
convinced his friend to ‘go out into the 
world.’ 

“I remember we were down by 
the river. John was working on his car, 
like usual. We made all these plans about 
all the great stuff we were going to do 
when he moved to Kansas. We were 
going to have this great apartment and 
everything was going to be perfect. He 
even gave me some posters we laughed 
about how to put in our new place. I 
remember then that John turned to me and 
said, ‘I know you are my best friend and 


that you have always been there for me. I 
just want you to know how much that 
means.’ 

“I didn’t realize it at the time, but 
he hugged me and he was actually telling 
me goodbye.” 

Ludemann said his first reaction, 
after learning of his friend’s death, was 
pure anger. “I hit the countertop so hard 
in the kitchen, I smashed it. First I want- 
ed to strike out all of those people who 
had picked on John and made fun of him. 
Why I didn’t realize it?” 

The anger continued when he 
went back to be a 
pallbearer for his 
friend’s funeral. 

“John had timed it 
all out. He timed 
it so his mother 
wouldn’t find him 
and he wrapped 
himself in a quilt 
so no one would have much to clean up. 
How could he be so considerate when he 
was in so much pain? Why didn’t he just 
call me? He knew I was there for him.” 

John’s mother and Ludemann 
shared a bond and clung to each other 
both trying to figure out why her son and 
his friend had been so desperate, but no 
real answers came for either of them. 

Ludemann said for him it was the 
beginning of years of dreams and visita- 
tions from John. “He was always work- 
ing on his car. It was like I was there 
working with him, but he never answered 
the questions I would ask. Finally one 
day he said, ‘I’m OK, I know you were 
my friend, I’ll be here for you.’ I still see 
him in my dreams from time to time, but 
it is different, like he is there for me and 
understands that I was angry before just 
because I miss him so much. I have a son 
now and I wish he would have been able 
to know my best friend.” 

Nightmares became an every 
night occurrence for Rhonda, too. “I 
started having the nightmares and Mikey 
was always a little boy. Sometimes I 
would see him with half his head gone, 
talking to me. I had the nightmares until 
he came to me one night and he told me, 
‘I’m sorry mom, I didn’t want to hurt you, 
but I’m better now.’ I see him now only 
in good dreams.” 

The nightmares Newman and 
Ludemann report appear to be common 
among survivors of suicides, as is the 
peace that finally comes with them. 

Many individuals report similar experi- 
ences following the suicide of a child or 
friend. They also say it doesn’t mean the 
suicide or the victim is gone. Others 
report a communication continuing with 
the victim over the years. 

In those two and a half years 
since Rhonda Newman lost her son to sui- 
cide, she has hidden, so overwhelmed it 
has been difficult for her to move forward. 

“I’ve been sitting around feeling 


sorry for myself. I’m not going to do it 
anymore.” 

What she is doing has become a 
new beginning for her and her family. 

She has stepped up to the plate to do her 
best to let teens know suicide isn’t a solu- 
tion and that there are ways to work 
through problems that may seem insur- 
mountable. 

She said she wants to educate 
parents to let them know the signs of sui- 
cide before they find out, so tragically as 
she did. 

Newman was preparing to leave 
for a conference in 
Washington, D.C., 
sponsored by the 
Suicide Prevention 
Advocacy Network. 
She plans to return to 
Osage County to teach 
advocacy to parents, 
teachers and teens. 

She doesn’t want another family to live 
through her hell. 

“If I can save one life, prevent 
one family from going through what we 
have, I will do whatever it takes.” 

Ludemann said he is working his 
way through it by really listening to his 
friends these days. “I have lost other 
friends and acquaintances since John. I 
don’t just blow them off these days if they 
are feeling down. I know I can’t stop 
someone if they really want to take their 
life, but I can try my hardest to let them 
know that it is just a bad day today and 
that it won’t last forever. They can get 
through it. 

“It’s changed my life. 

Sometimes I think maybe I am living for 
John as well as myself.” 

There are support groups out 
there for those who have lost love ones to 
get help. Local mental health departments 
can provide the names of organizations in 
a particular area and schedules of their 
meeting times. 

“I’ve been going to a support 
group in Topeka called Survivors of 
Suicide (SOS),” Newman said. “You can 
go up there and talk and vent, but it’s not 
enough. We need awareness around here. 
There are a lot of suicides around here, 
three that I know of in the past couple of 
weeks.” 

On her return, Newman said she 
plans to teach in schools, churches - any 
place that will give her a forum - to get 
across to parents and teachers what they 
have to know to prevent teen suicide. 

“Every 42 seconds someone 
attempts suicide,” Newman said. “Every 
16.9 minutes someone completes it. It is 
the eighth leading cause of all deaths and 
the third leading cause of death for people 
between the ages of 15 to 24. I want to 
help do something to stop it.” 

Reprinted from Indian Country Today 
2001 Healing Journey 


“Why teens choose to end 
their lives can fill a book” 


“I didn’t realize it at the 
time, but he hugged me 
and he was actually 
telling me goodbye” 


“I just couldn’t believe it. 
I went up to his room and 
I looked in. There was 
blood everywhere” 


Encourage People To Brush Up 
On Their Stroke Awareness 


MIAMI — While millions of 
Floridians are brushing up on their 
swimming strokes this summer, health 
experts are encouraging them to master 
the basics of another kind of stroke the 
kind that can kill or cripple. 

Stroke, also known as a brain 
attack, is the third leading cause of death 
in the United States and the second lead- 
ing cause worldwide. In addition, stroke 
is the number one cause of serious, 
long-term disabilities. 

A stroke occurs when blocked 
arteries or broken blood vessels prevent 
proper blood low to the brain, causing 
brain cells to be damaged or killed. The 
effect a stroke has depends on how large 
it is, which brain cells it damages or 
kills, and how quickly medical profes- 
sionals are able to intervene. For exam- 
ple, a clot-busting drug known as Tissue 
Plasminogen Activator (TPA) can dra- 
matically reduce long-term stroke 
effects if it’s administered within three 
hours of the time stroke symptoms 
occur. 

According to Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Florida, the five most 
common stroke symptoms are: 

Sudden, severe numbness or weakness 
in the face, arm or leg, especially if it 
occurs on one side of the body that can- 


not be relieved by changing body posi- 
tion, Sudden confusion, trouble speaking 
or understanding speech, 

Sudden trouble seeing in one or both 
eyes, Sudden dizziness, trouble walking, 
loss of balance or coordination, 

Sudden, severe and persistent headache 
with no known cause. 

Should you have these symp- 
toms or see someone who does, BCBSF 
recommends calling 911 or seeking 
emergency care immediately, even if the 
victim in question isn’t an elderly indi- 
vidual. If the symptoms are mild and 
temporary, attempt to call your principal 
physician for instructions. 

Another important point to 
remember about a stroke is that many 
strokes are preventable. Like heart 
attacks, the root of many strokes is ath- 
erosclerosis, a type of hardening of the 
arteries. As a result, people can reduce 
their risk factor for having a stoke sim- 
ply by engaging in what some consider 
to be “heart-healthy” activities such as 
controlling blood pressure, keeping cho- 
lesterol under control, exercising regu- 
larly, limiting alcohol consumption, not 
smoking, controlling weight. 

For more information about a 
stroke, contact the National Stroke 
Association at www.stroke.org. 


Diabetic Fun Day? What’s A Diabetic Fun Day? 



L-R: Claudia Doctor, Debi Hamilton and Corbin. 


Submitted by Health Education 

To improve rapport between 
patients and the Health Staff, Mitchell and 
David Cypress introduced the idea of a 
monthly diabetic outing. They said, “Yes, 
it’s good for diabetics to learn about the 
disease, but why can’t it be done while 
having fun?” From that, Diabetic Fun Day 
was created. 

Diabetic Fun Day is a support 
group for diabetics. The group is made up 
of Tribal living with diabetes health edu- 
cators, nutritionists, counselors and com- 
munity diabetes advocates. Each month 
Tribal citizens, who deal with diabetes 
each day, go on a FUN field trip. The 
group travels to various points of interest 
such as Flamingo Gardens; toured the 
Everglades National Park, the Indoor Flea 
Market in Fort Myers; explored the homes 
of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford; the 
Trolley Car in Naples, and Butterfly 
World in Coral Springs. All the while, 
learning how to live with diabetes. 

Diabetic Fun Day is a time to ask 
questions about diabetes, and learn how to 
make decisions that will affect the disease 
in positive ways. Each FUN day includes 
an educational message about living well 
with diabetes, a fitness component, and a 
nutritional lunch focusing on making 
healthy food choices. This diabetes sup- 
port group has been adopted on the Big 
Cypress and Immokalee reservations and 
is utilized in Brighton and Hollywood as 


well. 

In Brighton, the group is under 
the guidance of Holly Billie, counselor, 
and Joe Barletto, Nutritionist. Jeanne 
Hatfield, Health Educator/Nutritionist 


leads the group for the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Please check with your local 
Health Center for the date and time of the 
next Diabetic Fun Day in your area! 
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Needle Exchange Programs For IV Drug Users: Good Vs Bad Public Policy 


By Benny Secody, CAAPII 

Fact: Drug abuse is running rampant 
throughout the United States, and even in our own 
backyards, we have friends and family members who 
are affected by various diseases such as HIV, 

Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C. Estimates of the num- 
bers of IV drug users in the United States range from 
1.1 to 1.5 million. The social costs of injection drug 
use, which include the costs of drug treatment, lost 
productivity, motor vehicle accidents, crime and 
stolen property, have been estimated at $58.3 billion 
per year. 

Risk reduction is not the same as risk elimi- 
nation, and the need for a comprehensive approach to 
disease prevention among IV drug users remains as 
critical now as it was at the beginning of the HIV epi- 
demic. 

With the paucity of drug treatment 
resources, not only in Florida, but throughout the 
United States, fewer than 1 5 percent of IV drug users 
are in treatment on any given day. Generally, most of 
them express no interest in entering treatment, and 
for those who can not or will not stop injecting drugs, 
there are only three reliable methods of preventing 
the infection of such diseases as HIV, Hepatitis B and 
C: 1). Use of a sterile syringe for each injection; 2) if 
a sterile syringe is not available, avoid sharing the 
same syringe; and 3) if IV drug users continue to 
share syringes, disinfect with bleach. 

The problem persists however, as many IV 
drug users continue to share at least occasionally, and 
recent guidelines from the Public Health Service 
state, “Disinfecting previously used needles and 
syringes. . . is not as safe as always using a sterile 
needle and syringe.” 

It has only been within the last 1 5 years that 
Needle Exchange Programs have arisen in the United 
States. A needle exchange program has been defined 
by one group of researchers as “a facility where drug 
injectors can obtain sterile needles and syringes and 
return used injecting equipment.” These programs 
seek to reduce the harm associated with these prac- 
tices, a philosophy sometimes referred to as harm 
reduction or harm minimization. 

The essential arguments in favor of needle 
exchange programs are that they could decrease the 
transmission of infectious disease, by increasing the 
probability that 1) IV drug users use uninfected 
syringes, 2) produce reductions in disease risk 
behaviors, 3) alleviate the problem 
of discarding used (and possibly 
infected) needles and syringes in 
non-hazardous waste contain- 
ers, and 4) refer IV drug 
users with little or no con- 
tact with the public health 

system, to drug treatment or other public health serv- 
ices. 

In the United States, a complicating factor 
regarding the needle exchange programs is the exis- 
tence of two types of laws that restrict the possession, 
distribution, or sale of injecting equipment. Such 
laws do not exist in Canada or in the majority of the 
Western European countries. Paraphernalia laws 
make the manufacture, possession and distribution of 
drug paraphernalia a misdemeanor or felony offense. 


Such laws exist in 46 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

There is evidence that in the United States, 
IV drug users may have difficulty purchasing 
syringes in pharmacies, even in states without pre- 
scription laws. Studies have shown that some phar- 
macies were willing to sell syringes to IV drug users, 
but others were concerned about used syringe dispos- 
al and the potential adverse effects of these people’s 
presence on their businesses. 

The only pharmacy-based needle exchange 
program in the United States is in Tacoma, 
Washington and operates on a one-for-one exchange 
basis out of a health department pharmacy. IV drug 
users who obtain their syringes from pharmacists can 
be assured of sterile syringes, whereas syringes 
obtained on the street may have been repackaged to 
appear new. 

A report, called The Public Health Impact of 
Needle Exchange Programs in the United States and 
Abroad, prepared by the School of Public Health, 
UC-Berkeley, and the Institute for Health Policy 
Studies, UC-San Francisco for the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, was completed in 
1993. 

According to the report the very first needle 
exchange program on record was established in 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands in 1984 by a drug users’ 
advocacy group, called the “Junkie Union,” to pre- 
vent an epidemic of Hepatitis B, when an inner-city 
pharmacist planned to discontinue selling syringes 
to addicted IV drug users. 

In the United States, the first per- 
son to distribute drug injection equip- 
ment publicly, was Jon Parker in 
New Haven, CT and Boston, 

M A in November, 1986. 

The first United 
States needle 
exchange program 
to provide com- 
prehensive 
services 

was estab- 
lished in 
Tacoma, WA in 

1988. 

In, 1993, there were at least 
37 such programs operating in 30 U.S. cities 
with over 150 sites between these programs. 
Today, there are hundreds of needle exchange pro- 
grams functioning - legally and illegally throughout 
the United States. 

Four trends that characterize the evolution of the 
programs in the United States: 

Jon Parker states that he has been arrested 27 times in 
seven states and has publicly challenged the prescrip- 
tion laws in all states that have them. His approach 
best exemplifies the civil disobedience approach to 
needle exchange programs. While his approach has 
succeeded in increasing public awareness of the 
issue, it has, at times alienated the very community 
groups whose support is critical to the establishment 
of the programs. 

Needle Exchange Programs are now likely 
to be legalized than in the past. Several programs 



that were initially illegal and underground, such as 
Prevention Point in San Francisco, CA, subsequently 
received approval and even funding from local gov- 
ernments. 

The growing institutionalization of the programs in 
the United States. Several programs started by 
activists now receive local governmental or founda- 
tion funding; and some are run directly by health 
departments (i.e. Boulder, CO and Seattle, WA). 
Needle exchange programs are now less reliant upon 
volunteer staff and have better linkages to other pub- 
lic health services. 

Increasing the US federal funding of needle exchange 
program research. A total of five bans on the use of 
federal funds for either providing NEP services or 
conducting research into the programs have existed. 
Although the ban on Federal funding for services still 
remains, there have now been seven federally fund-' 
ed studies of needle exchange programs. 

About one-half of the United States 
Needle Exchange Programs are legal, 
but funding is 
often unstable 
and most rely on 
volunteer services 
to operate. 

Also, _ ^ 

most 

adhere to the 
one-for-one 
exchange poli- 
cy, and in addi- 
tion to having 
distributed 

over 5.4 million syringes, U.S. 
programs provide a variety of 
services ranging from condom and 
bleach distribution to drug treatment refer- 

Despite all the statistics in favor of the needle 
exchange program concept in the prevention of infec- 
tious disease (spread widely through the use of intra- 
venous injections) there are still those skeptics who 
feel this concept encourages the use of illegal drugs. 

The Clinton Administration came under fire by 
advocates of these programs on April 20, 1998, after 
it refused to lift a nine-year-old ban on federal fund- 
ing for needle exchanges- although Donna Shalala, 
(at that time) Secretary of the Department of Health 
and Human Services, presented findings that such 
programs effectively reduce HIV transmission and do 
not encourage drug abuse. 

“At best this is hypocrisy,” said Dr. R. Scott Hitt, 
Chairman of the President’s Advisory Committee on 
HIV and AIDS, in response to the refusal to lift the 
ban. “At worst it is a lie. And no matter what, it’s 
immoral.” 

Prior to the April 20 ruling, President 
Clinton’s AIDS Advisory Panel unanimously 
expressed “no confidence” in the Administration’s 
commitment to reducing the spread of AIDS because 
of its failure to support federal funding of needle 
exchange programs. 

In a resolution dated March 6, 1998, the 30- 
member Presidential Action Committee on HIV 
demanded that the Administration immediately free 


federal AIDS prevention funds for needle-exchange 
programs. 

Needle exchange programs have been 
proven to be cost effective. According to the data 
compiled by the University of California, Berkeley 
and the Institute for Health Policy Studies, University 
of California, San Francisco, multiple mathematical 
study models of program impact support the findings 
that needle exchange programs can prevent signifi- 
cant numbers of infections among clients of the pro- 
grams, their drug and sex partners and their children. 

In most cases, the cost per-HIV 
infection averted is averages 
between $4,000 and $9,500, far 
below the $119,000 lifetime cost 
of treating an HIV-infected per- 
son. 

It becomes a stark 
realization that the majori- 
ty of people, when polled 
for their opinion of the 
needle exchange programs, 
are in favor of them. Most people in favor 
of the exchange are those, who have, in some 
way, experienced the tragic loss or impending death 
of a loved one. They also may be the infected party, 
sorely aware of what awaits them. 

Former drug user, and client of Washington’s 
Whitman- Walker Clinic, Winnie Fairchild, testified 
that four out of the five users she shot drugs with are 
now HIV-positive. She said, “A person, if they want 
to shoot drugs, they are going to shoot drugs any- 
way.” Advocating needle exchange programs, 
Fairchild compared the cost of a clean needle - 7 
cents, to $1,040.13 - the cost of a one-month supply 
of her HIV medications. 

The treatment of Hepatitis C 
(Interferon/Ribovarin Combo treatment) costs, for 
medication alone, $2,000 per month. This does not 
include the cost of monthly blood tests to monitor 
liver enzymes, platelet counts, red blood cell counts, 
etc. It also does not include the cost of a specialist, as 
well as a primary care physician who also prescribes 
other medications. With the express permission of a 
family member who agreed to be interviewed, it is 
painfully obvious, that if such a program been avail- 
able back in the early 1980s, chances are she would 
not have contracted Hepatitis C. 

Individuals who are against the needle 
exchange programs are generally those who have not 
been educated on the beneficial aspects of such pro- 
grams. Most, if not all of them, involved or witnessed 
the devastating effects of HIV or Hepatitis. It shows 
that many people have not experienced first hand 
drug abuse. 

The solution is education. Community 
involvement, the commitment of the federal govern- 
ment for research, and as lifting the ban on the use of 
federal funds for these programs is essential. State 
and local governments should reconsider the laws 
governing sale and distribution of syringes. Local, 
State and County governments should allocate funds 
to provide adequate drug treatment and mental health 
services (including facilities), as well as more inter- 
vention/prevention programs. 


USET Asked To Negotiate Cell Tower Placements 


By E. Bowers 

MARKSVILLE, LA — The unlikely combination of cell 
towers and cultural preservation held center stage at the United 
South and Eastern Tribes (USET) conference on May 21-24 at the 
Paragon Casino Resort of the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe. 

Gregory Smith and Eric Tober, associates from the offices 
of Senator J. Bennett Johnston and Associates, updated the USET 
Board of Directors on the ongoing negotiations between the Tribes 
and the Personal Communications Industry Association (PCIA), 
one of the two largest wireless communications industry represen- 
tatives in the nation. 

At USET Impact Week in February in Washington, D.C., 
PCIA representatives met with the Culture and Heritage 
Committee in order to discuss increased protection for Indian reli- 
gious and cultural sites. 

By industry estimates, over 700,000 sites will be built 
within the next five years. With billions of dollars of revenues in 
the offing, cell tower contractors are not always willing to protect 
Indian cultural sites. 

Consequently, when the Board of Directors authorized 
USET to negotiate with PCIA, the stakes went up dramatically for 
both sides. 

According to Smith, much of the problem has stemmed 
from the fact that the FCC has attempted to delegate its Federal 
responsibility to consult on a govemment-to-government basis 
with the Tribes to the cell tower manufacturers. 

The National Historic Preservation Act, as well as other 
federal laws, executive orders, and regulations create this responsi- 
bility. 

The transmissions that are relayed by the cell towers 
require an FCC license, which is a Federal Undertaking, requiring 
the Federal agency to consult with Indian Tribes which attach 


“religious or cultural significance to the property,” according to the 
1992 amendments to the Act. 

“A Federal agency must not be ignorant,” said Smith, 
“they must go out and educate themselves.” 

A meeting with FCC lawyers at the office of Johnston and 
Associates, and USET President Keller George’s strong testimony 
against the FCC before the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, 
have served as a wakeup call for the Federal agency. 

“The FCC is going through an education process,” said 
Smith, “we’re lifting their burden of ignorance.” 

Smith and Tober, together with the USET team, currently 
are working on a draft set of protocols with PCIA that will regular- 
ize industry relationships with the Tribes. 

On behalf of USET, the negotiating team consists of Bill 
Day, Chairman of the USET Culture and Heritage Committee; and 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for the Poarch Creek Indians; 
Dr. Pat Wickman, Culture and Heritage Secretary and Historic 
Preservation Officer for the Seminole Tribe of Florida; USET 
President Keller George (Oneida); and USET Executive Director 
James T. Martin 

The protocols will create a way for Tribes to provide 
expertise to the cell tower manufacturers, “but in no way will the 
agreement diminish the government to government relationship, 
we’re not letting the FCC off the hook,” said Smith. 

The USET team expects to meet with PCIA officials again 
within several weeks and to have a draft of the protocols ready for 
review by the time USET meets again, in Miccosukee, in the fall. 

‘It’s the next step towards establishing and strengthening 
Tribal sovereignty,” Smith declared. 

According to Tober, “the passage of the 1 992 amendments 
was a huge victory. This is the fruit of all that labor.” 

Next issue: Cell towers and Tribal sovereignty . 


Sports Notice 


Davie Rodeo Association And Hollywood 
Horse Club/Seminole Tribe 


Kids Events Summer Buckle 

Series: 

Goat tying (12 and under) - 
$11.00. Calf Riding (7-11 years) 
- $6.00. Mutton Bustin (6 and 
under) - $6.00. Jr. Bulls (12 - 15 
years) - $6.00. Boys Breakaway 
calf roping (14 and under) - 
$11.00. Jr. Team Roping (14 and 
under) - $11.00 per man. Girls 
Breakaway calf roping (18 and 
under) - $11.00. Pee Wee Barrels 
(12 and under) - $6.00. Kids 
events start at 7 p.m. Sign up at 
6:30 p.m. every Wednesday start- 
ing June 20 and ending Aug. 22. 


Other Events: 

Open Team Roping (with a #6 
Incentive) - $21.00 per man 

3D Barrel Racing - $21.00 
Bull Riding - $21.00 

These events will stay on our regular 6-month 
Buckle Series, which runs through October. 

All contestants entering kids’ events or 
other events must be members of Davie Rodeo 
Association. $20.00 for single membership and 
$30.00 for family membership. Gate admission is 
$2.00 and everyone pays. For more information 
call Leanne Sullivan at (954) 475-9787. All 
events will be held at the Bergeron Rodeo 
Grounds in Davie. There will be no rodeo on 
July 4. 


N.A. Y.O. Baseball And Softball 
July 20 - 21 

Anyone interested in participating in either (Boys) Baseball or (Girls) 
Softball (Fast Pitch) - 12 and under/ 13 and over. Please contact the Hollywood Gym 
at (954) 989-9457, Joe Collins at (954) 931-7793 or Sunshine Frank at (954) 966- 
6300 at ext. 1305. 

To be eligible, all players: must be 17 years of age or younger, must have a 
passing report card from their school, must pass a drug test. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 



Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 



413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 



American Indian Outreach 


The Florida Department of 
Transportation - the largest contracting agency 
in state government - runs a Native American 
Outreach Program seeking people interested in 
pursing contracts with the FDOT. 

Don’t be left behind. If you or a family 
member are interested in pursing contracts 
with the FDOT, or have any questions con- 
cerning the Native American Outreach pro- 
gram, please call me, Lee Tiger, at (954) 370- 
3900. 
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Seminole Reservation Preschools Eligibility and Enrollment Requirements 



Center Manager or Parent Involvement Aide 
will assist parents in filling out enrollment applica- 
tion for a new student/infant. 

Center Manager or Parent Involvement Aide 
will review the application when turned in by the par- 
ent. The review is to make sure the following is com- 
plete in the application: 

All places in the application that require a 
parent/guardian signature are signed. 

Check to see that the emergency contacts are 
all filled out and double check on phone numbers. 

A completed physical form from the clinic is 

attached. 

A completed immunization card is attached 
(exception would be infants under two months) 

A copy of a pay stub or completely filled out 
Income Verification form. 

A copy of the child’s birth certificate and 
social security card. 

Department of Children & Families 
Placements, adoptions, divorces and when someone 
other than the natural parents are responsible for the 
child. A copy of legal papers which show custody. 

If any of the above are missing, the 
teacher should tell the parent right away and get 
the information as soon as possible. 

The Parent Involvement/Social Services 
coordinator and the 
Health Nutrition 
Coordinator will ver- 
bally notify the center 
teacher whether the 
child can start attend- 
ing. The teacher will 
verbally notify the 
parent. 

No child should 
attend until the 
Parent 

Involvement/Social 
Services 

^ Coordinator and or 
.1° Health Nutrition 
Coordinator gives 
the Okay. 

The Parent 
Involvement /Social 
Services and or the 
Health Coordinator 
will follow up the 
decision with a letter 
to the parent. 


Geraldine L. Osceola, 
Parent Involvement Aide 
at the Hollywood 
Preschool will assist. 


Enrollment/Eligibility 

Enrollment at each center will be based on 
the following criteria: 

Number of available slots are determined by 
the size of the classroom and therefore different for 
each class. 

Employment of parents: Priority is given to 
families where parents are working or in school. At 
least one parent should be employed or in school. 
Self-employment is acceptable. However, Income 
Verification from self-employment will be required. 
If space is available, children from non- working fam- 
ilies will be taken with permission from the director. 

All students who are turned down will have 
their names placed on a waiting list. As children 


graduate, transfer, or withdraw children on the wait- 
ing list will be taken. Parents will be notified when 
child can start. 

Hollywood Preschool July/ August schedule 
is as follows: 

Monday, July 9 - Free Day - Teacher’s 

Choice. 

Tuesday, July 10 - Movies - bus leaves 
promptly at 9:00 a.m., $3.75. 

Wednesday, July 11 - Swimming - 9:00 a.m. 

- Carol’s, 10:00 a.m. - Stacey’s class. 

Thursday, July 12 - Billie Swamp Safari 
Buggy Ride - leave at 8:30 a.m. - Stacey’s class. 

Friday, July 13 - T.Y. Park Castaway Island - 
8:30 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. leave at 8:00 a.m. or 
your child goes home. 

Monday, July 16 - Free Day - Teacher’s 

Choice. 

Tuesday, July 17 - Movies - leave at 9:00 
a.m., $3.75. 

Wednesday, July 18 - Swimming - 9:00 a.m. 

- Carol’s, 10:00 a.m. - Stacey’s class. 

Thursday, July 19 - Billie Swamp Safari 
Buggy Ride - leave at 8:30 - Stacey’s class. 

Friday, July 20 - T.Y. Park Castaway Island - 
8:30 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.- leave at 8:00 a.m. or 
your child goes home. 

Monday, July 23 - Free Day - Teacher’s 

Choice. 

Tuesday, July 24 - Movies - leave at 9:00 
a.m., $3.75. 

Wednesday, July 25 - Swimming - 9:00 a.m. 

- Carol’s, 10:00 a.m. - Stacey’s class. 

Thursday, July 26 - Miami Seaquarium - 
leave promptly at 8:30 a.m. - Carol’s class. 

Friday, July 27 - T.Y. Park Castaway Island - 
8:30 a.m. - 10:20 a.m. 

Monday, July 30 - Free Day - Teacher’s 

choice. 

Tuesday, July 31 - Movies - leave at 9:00 

a.m. 

Wednesday, August 1 - Swimming - 9:00 
a.m. - Carol’s, 10:00 a.m. - Stacey’s class. 

Thursday, August 2 - Miami Seaquarium - 
8:30 a.m. - Stacey’s 
class. 

Friday, August 3 

- T.Y. Park 
Castaway Island 

- 8:30 a.m. - 
10:20 a.m., 
leave at 8:00 
a.m. or your 
child goes 
home. 

Monday, August 
6 through Friday, August 
10 - Break - No School - 
In-Service training (tenta- 
tive) 

Monday, August 

13 is the first day of 2001-2002 School Year. 

Brighton Preschool Schedule for 
July/ August is as follows: 

Monday, July 9 - Gymnastics 
Tuesday, July 10 - Swimming lessons 


Wednesday, July 

1 1 - Bowling 

Thursday, July 

12 - Movies 

Friday, July 13 - 
Swimming 

Monday, July 16 

- Gymnastics 

Tuesday, July 17 

- Swimming lessons 

Wednesday, July 

18 - Beach 

Thursday, July 

19 - Movies 

Friday, July 20 - 
Swimming 

Monday, July 30 

- Gymnastics 

Tuesday, July 3 1 - Swimming lessons 
Wednesday, August 1 - Rapids Water Park 
Thursday, August 2 - Movies 
Friday, August 3 - Swimming 
Monday, August 6 - Gymnastics 
Tuesday, August 7 - Swimming lessons 
Wednesday, August 8 - Bowling 
Thursday, August 9 - ? 

Friday, August 10 - Pool party 
Monday, August 13 - First day of school 
2001 - 2002 . 

Immokalee Preschool Programs schedule 
for July/ August 2001. 

Monday, July 9 - Library Day, 2001-2002 
enrollment begins 

Tuesday, July 10 - Chuck E. Cheese in 
Hollywood, leave at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 11 - Movies leave at 8:30 

a.m. 

Thursday, July 12 - Culture & Crafts Day at 
Culture Chickee 

Friday, July 13 - Immokalee Pool, leave at 
9:00 a.m. 

Monday, July 1 6 - Library Day 
Tuesday, July 1 7 - Vineyards Community 
Park, leave at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, July 
1 8 - Movies leave at 
8:30 a.m. 

Thursday, July 19 
- Culture & Crafts Day 
at Culture Chickee 

Friday, July 20 - 
Lakes Park, leave at 
9:00 a.m. 

Monday, July 23 - 
Library Day 

Tuesday, July 24 - 
Everglades Wonder 
Gardens, leave at 9:00 
a.m. 

Wednesday, July 
25 - Movies leave at 
8:30 a.m., Ms. Rosa’s birthday. 

Thursday, July 26 - Culture & Crafts Day at 
Culture Chickee 

Friday, July 27 - Immokalee Pool, leave at 9 

a.m. 

Monday, July 30 - Library Day 


Tuesday, July 31- 
King Richards, leave at 
10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, 

August 1 - Movies leave 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday, August 
2 - Culture & Crafts 
Day at Culture Chickee 
Friday, August 3 - 
Last day of summer pro- 
gram - Lakes Park, leave 
at 9 a.m. 

Monday, August 6 
through Friday, August 
10 Pre-service Training - 
All Centers Closed - No 

School. 

Monday, August 13 - First day of 2001-2002 
school year. 

Tuesday, August 14 - Ms. Christy’s birthday 
Wednesday, August 15 - Ms. Gina’s birth- 
day. 

Thursday, August 16 - ? 

Friday, August 17 - Mrs. Michelle’s birth- 
day. 

Big Cypress Preschool Programs schedule 
for July/ August: 

Monday, July 9 - Lakes Park (Ft. Myers) - 
Cook out 

Tuesday, July 10 - Gymnastics class & 
nature walk. 

Wednesday, July 1 1 - Movies, leaving at 
9:00 a.m., eat out. 

Thursday, July 12 - Butterfly World - sack 

lunch 

Friday, July 13 - Swimming lessons at BC 

pool. 

Monday, July 1 6 - Airboat & buggy rides 
Tuesday, July 17 - Gymnastics class & 
nature walk. 

Wednesday, July 1 8 - Movies, eat out 
Thursday, July 19 - Imaginarium Hands on 
Museum, sack lunch 

Friday, July 20 - Swimming lessons at BC 

pool 

Monday, July 23 - Lakes Park (Ft. Myers), 
cook out. 

Tuesday, July 24 - Gymnastics class & 
nature walk. 

Wednesday, July 25 - Movies, eat out 
Thursday, July 26 - T.Y. Park, sack lunch 
Friday, July 27 - Swimming lessons at BC 

pool. 

Monday, July 30 - Rain Forest, leave at 9:00 
a.m., eat out 

Tuesday, July 3 1 - Gymnastics class & 
nature walk. 

Wednesday, August 1 - Movies - eat out 
Thursday, August 2 - No field trip 
Friday, August 3 - last day of summer 
school, cook out. 

Monday, August 6 through Friday, August 
10 scheduled for Pre-Service Training. All 
centers are closed - No students. 

Monday, August 13 - First day of school- 
200 1 - 2002 . 
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In five minutes they will be on a school bus. 
Somebody on the bus may ask them if they want to try drugs. 



Who is your child & best friend? What docs your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does your 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1. 800.788. 280(L 

Communication . The Anti-Drug. 

Office of Nation* J Drug ControJ PoJicy 
ffw. t he an lidrug.com 
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Classified * Announcements 



Decal Notice To Tribal Members 

* Renewal of Motor Vehicle Plates and Registration 


In order to qualify for a 
Seminole Indian license plate, you must 
be the owner of the vehicle and carry 
insurance required under Florida law. 

Because of recent changes in the 
State of Florida Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles computer system 
and data base, motor vehicle plates for 
Seminole Tribal members will no longer 
be issued on a fiscal basis. Tags and 
decals will be issued with expiration dates 
corresponding to each Tribal member’s 
birth date. This change is effective imme- 
diately. 

Decals extending the June 2001 
expiration date to the birth date must be 
picked-up in the Tag Clerk’s office locat- 
ed in the Tribal member’s respective 
reservation. You will also receive your 
new registration at the same time. You 
should contact the respective Tag Clerk’s 
office immediately to receive your new 
decal and registration. You must bring 
your insurance card or other proof of 
insurance with you. The decal must be 
immediately affixed to your current plate, 
and the new registration must be kept 
with you when driving your vehicle. If 
you continue to use your plate without the 
new decal and/or without proper registra- 
tion, you may be stopped by law enforce- 
ment and receive a citation including a 
fine. 

The new decal and registration 
will expire on your birth date. You must 
contact the Tag Clerk’s office three 
month’s before your birth date. You must 
bring the registration form and insurance 
card with you so that the Tag Clerk’s 
office can renew your registration and 
apply for your next year’s decal. All reg- 
istrations, plates and decals will be issued 


through the Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles in Tallahassee, 
and mailed to the Tribe for distribution to 
you. You do not have to contact the State 
of Florid (DMV) regarding registration 
and decals as described herein. 

For initial purchase of vehicle 
and issuance of initial plate, or trade-in 
with plate for transfer. 

You must complete an Affidavit 
by Indian Tribal Member, which must be 
notarized, and present the Affidavit to the 
car dealership in order to obtain a 
Seminole Indian license plate. The 
Affidavit form is available at each Tag 
Clerk’s office on the respective reserva- 
tion. If you do not comply, you will likely 
incur the regular charge for a regular 
plate. Car dealerships will complete tem- 
porary tag documents and/or transfer doc- 
uments. For casual sales of vehicles or 
transfers not involving a car dealership, 
the documents will be prepared by the 
Tag Clerk’s office on the respective reser- 
vation. 

Should you have any questions, 
contact the Tribal Clerk’s office in 
Hollywood at (954) 967-3465. Ask to see 
Suzanne Palm at extension 1162. 

For the Big Cypress residents 
you report to the Frank Billie Center and 
ask for Cecilia Tigertail or call (863) 
983-2157. 

For the Brighton/Tampa reser- 
vations, you need to see Beulah Gopher 
at the Field Office, or call (863) 763- 
4128. 

Immokalee residents can report 
to Sheila Aguilar at the Field Office for 
your tags and decals, or call (941) 657- 
6567. 


Notices 


Wacky Water Park - June 15- 
July 31 at Cypress Gardens. Park hours 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Information call (863) 
324-2111 or (800) 282-2123, ext. 362 or 
214. Located off U.S. 27 just 22 miles 
south of 1-4 between Tampa and Orlando, 
www. cypressgardens .com 

MANA 2001 A Midwifery 
Odyssey - Sept. 21 - 23 at the Hyatt 
Regency in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
Featuring an encore presentation by Alice 
Walker. Roommate matching contact 
Janis Zloto at (505) 268-8056 (MST) or 
DocJZee@aol.com. Childcare will be 
available, contact Laura Springer at (505) 
899-3264 (MST) or 
Laura. Springer@IINT. com. 

Antiques Extravaganza - July 
6, 7 and 8 held at the South Florida 
Fairgrounds in West Palm Beach. Call 
(561) 793-0333 or (800) 527-3247 for 
assistance. 

American Indian Tourism 
Conference - Sept. 9 - 12 in Bismarck, 
North Dakota. For information or registra- 
tion forms you may call Sandra Poitra at 
(701) 255-3285, ext. 331 or Gloria Cobb, 
at (715) 588-3324, or visit at www.indian- 
tourism.org. 

Summer Ed-Venture Program 

- June 18 - Aug. 17. Open to kids ages 5 - 
10 at Parrot Jungle and Gardens in 
Miami. Park opens every day at 9:30 a.m. 
For info, phone (305) 666-7834 or visit 
the web at www.parrotjungle.com. 
Children will learn about environmental 
issues, conservation, animal care, art 
design and crafts all based in animal edu- 
cation. 

Gospel Sing at Cypress 
Gardens - Nov. 10 - 11. The Blackwood 
Quartet and the Blackwood Singers along 
with The Booth Brothers will perform at 
gardens. For more info call (800) 282- 
2123 or (863) 324-2111. 

Host Families Needed for 
Foreign Students - Pacific Intercultural 
Exchange has international students from 
more than 40 countries arriving into the 
area and surrounding communities for 
homestay programs. If you think you may 
be interested in hosting a foreign teen - or 
more information about program please 
call RLE. at (800) 828-9001. 

Free Poetry Contest - deadline is July 
1 6, to enter, send one poem only, 2 1 lines 
or less, to Free Poetry Contest, 12244 
Park View Lane, Fishers, IN 46038, or 
enter online at www.friendlypoets.com. 

29 th Annual National 
Storytelling Festival - October 5-7, 

2001 at Historic Jonesborough, 

Tennessee. Find out more online at 
www.storytellingfestival.net, or call (800) 
952-8392 for pre-registration. 

6 ™ Crime Prevention & Drug 
Elimination Conference - July 23 - 26, 
2001 at the Foxwoods Mashantucket, 
Connecticut. If you have any questions 
call Pequot Housing Department at (860) 
396-6146. 

Spirit Capture: Native 
Americans and the Photographic Image 

- July 22, 2001 - July 21, 2002 at the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian. Featuring nearly 200 
photographs fast archive of 125,000 
images. Contact Maria Dering at (212) 
514-3894, or e-mail deringm@si.edu. 

Northern Dine Nation Summer 
Celebration Pow-wow - July 27 - 28, 

Ojo Amarillo, Upper Fruiteland, NM. 
Admission is free. Summer celebration, 
pow-wow, arts & crafts sale. Call (505) 
598-9651 for more information. 

36™ Annual Pioneer Day 
Celebration - August 3, Navajo 
Mountain, UT. Foot races, horse races, 
Navajo games and food, entertainment, 

5k/ 10k run, volleyball tournament, main 
event 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact Chapter at 
(520) 672-2857. 

14 th Annual Eastern Navajo 
Fair and Rodeo - August 26 - 29, 
Crownpoint, NM. Parade, carnival, pow- 


wow, Junior and Senior Indian Rodeo. 
Contact Marsha Barney or Tim Shorty at 
(505) 786-4000 and Johnny Johnson 
(505) 786-2012. 

Professional Rodeo Cowboy 
Association Lake Powell Stampede - 
September 1-2, Page, AZ. Annual rodeo 
event taking place on Labor Day week- 
end. Contact Wally J. Tsosie at (520) 645- 
3599. 

Executive Management 
Program - August 19-24, the Tribal 
Executive Institute a non-profit entity of 
the Catawba Indian Nation, South 
Carolina, will conduct a week long pro- 
gram at the Hyatt Regency Convention 
Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 
purpose of the training is to increase the 
knowledge of issues impacting Indian 
Country. The topics include: health and 
wellness; economic development; strate- 
gic planning; financial management; tribal 
sovereignty and Indian law; self-gover- 
nance; and leadership skills for the 21 st 
century. Final deadline is July 12, for 
additional info and an application, please 
call (800) 397-0713. 

Electronics Recycling Program 
Will Be Launched July 8 — Broward 
County’s Office of Integrated Waste 
Management is kicking off a 10-week 
pilot program funded through a state grant 
that will allow residents to dispose of out- 
dated or unusable electronics absolutely 
free of charge. 

The electronics will be demanu- 
factured so that the metals and plastics 
can be recycled or refurbished, and 
remaining components will be disposed of 
in an environmentally safe manner. 

After 10 weekly collections, 
county staff will assess public response, 
participation levels and disposal costs. 

The county plans to review options for 
future programs. 

Acceptable items televisions, 
Computers, Monitors, Keyboards, 

External hard-drives, Printers, Modems, 
Fax machines 

Copiers, Cell phones and other telecom- 
munications equipment. 

Unacceptable items: Audio equipment, 
Appliances, Electric hand tools 
Meters, Other non-specified electronic 
type materials. 

For more information contact 
Jeanne Clinton, Office of Integrated 
Waste Management at (954) 765-4202 
ext. 243, e-mail: jclinton@broward.org, or 
the Public Communications Office at 
(954) 357-6990, www.broward.org. 

Give A Harley For The 
Holidays — Don’t know what to get your 
significant other for the holidays? Always 
wanted to ride a hog down A1 A on a 
sunny day? Well here’s your 
chance... beginning June 18, 2001 the 
Dick Webber Center for the Prevention of 
Child Abuse will be raffling off a 2002 
Harley Davidson Fat Boy with a custom 
paint job and chrome front end or 
$15,000! Tickets are $25 and proceeds 
benefit prevention and parenting educa- 
tion programs in Palm Beach and 
Broward counties. 

The drawing will be li^— 
held at the Park Avenue BBQ 
and Grille in Boynton Beach 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 at 3 p.m. 

Come out and enjoy the best 
BBQ in Palm Beach County 
and win one for the children! 

Call (561) 586-4996 ext. 25 
for tickets and contest 
details. 

Sponsored in part 
by: Harley-Davidson of Palm 
Beach, Gator 98.7, Dr. 

Gerard Lemongello DMD, 

Nothin Fancy Bar & Grill, 

KOOL 105.5, City Limits 
Restaurant, Wheels on the 
Road Magazine, and Park 
Avenue Grill .21. 


Happy Birthday 



Happy Birthday to Miss 
Rhiannon Dianne Tiger 


Rhiannon, 

You will turn 10 years old on 
July 9th , 2001. You just blow us away! 
No one knows you better than your mom 
and dad. You were born out of love and 
will always be loved. You are our 1st 
daughter together and no one can or will 
ever take that away from you. You have 
the best birthday ever! We love you too 
much. 

Love you always! 

Mom and Dad (Ginger and Charlie) 

& Sister and Brother (Deandra and 
Charlie III) The Tiger Family 


Poems 


This Is Our Land 

For many years before the white 
man came 

Our grandfathers and great grandfathers 
had fought and gave their lives for our 
native land 

For they ’re where buffalo, deer, 
panthers and many wild birds living there 
as far as I could see 
For this land was given to you and me 

For this land is a sacred land 
that has given us life 
For many warriors from different clans 
who spilled their blood. 

For they never gave up our 
homeland. 

— John Harjo 


For Sale 


Single family home on the Big 
Cypress Reservation at Horseshoe 
Village. 825 sq. ft. Has washer/dryer 
hook-ups. Only those seriously interested. 
Contact Lucille Jumper. 

Correction 


In the last issue of the Seminole 
Tribune the master of ceremonies for the 
Inauguration of new Tribal Officers was 
incorrectly identified as Moses Osceola 
Jr. The master of ceremonies was Moses 
Jumper Jr. We regret the error. 


Summer Music Classes 


Children & Adults! Learn an instrument 
or take voice lessons. 

Beginning June 20th through 
August 24. Every Wednesday & 
Thursday, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the DSO 
building on the second floor. For more 
information call Library at (954) 989- 
6840, ext. 1225/1226. 

Religious Poems Sought 


Religious poems sought from 
Hollywood-area poets 

Good news for sincere poets! 

The Bards of Burbank is offering a 
$1,000 grand prize in their Poetry 
Competition 2000, free to everyone. The 
deadline for entering is July 5, 2001. 

To enter, send one poem 2 1 lines 
or less to Free Poetry Contest, PMB250, 
2219 W Olive Ave., Burbank, CA 91506, 
or you may enter on-line at www.friend- 
lypoets.com. 

“We think religious poems can 
invite achievement,” says Dr. John 
Scribner, the organization’s Contest 
Director. “We’re especially keen on 
inspiring amateur poets and we think this 
competition will achieve that. Florida has 
made many wonderful poets over the 
years and I’d like to discover new ones 
from among the Hollywood-area grass- 
roots poets.” 



Seminole Tribune 
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Belated “Happy Birthday” wish 
to Charlie J. Tiger Jr. Happy Birthday 

honey! We miss and love you very, very, 
much. You’ll have many more birthdays 
when you come home to your Little 
Tiger family. You will always be remem- 
bered on your day! I love you more than I 
can ever say! Love your wife and chil- 
dren Ginger, Rhiannon, Deandra, 
Charlie III (Brown), The Tiger Family. 



My Dearest Scott, on this spe- 
cial day I wish God to grant you more 
wisdom so all your dreams and desires 
can be granted. I thank God for giving me 
you. . . you’re the love of my life. I look 
forward to sharing more special moments 
and making more memories with you. 
Happy Birthday my love, 

Your loving wife, Barbara. 

P.S. Austin says, “Hoppy Birday 
Daddy!” 



Happy 4th Birthday to our little 
princess Raevin Skye on June 25th 
We love you so much! Love Daddy 
(Sunny Frank) , Mommy (Shana 
Frank), Grandpa (Joel), Grandma 
(Marci), TuTu and Jennie. 



Happy 21st Birthday, 

Chrystal, July 7. From Mom, Dad, Sara, 
Roger, Alexis, Kiauna, and Grandma. 

May this be one of the happiest days of 
your life and may God bless you. Love 
you, your family. 

From Arron and Peter, to Mom, 
Chrystal, Happy 21st Birthday, July 7. 


Happy Birthday July Babies. . . 


Tony Shawn Bert, July 24 
Frank Billie, July 1 1 
Rebecca Billie, July 29 
Virgil Billie, July 1 
Dana Buster, July 1 5 
Sally Buster, July 13 
Charles Stanley Cypress, July 1 3 
Janice Lee Cypress, July 30 
Mary Frances Cypress, July 15 
Patsy Jane Cypress, July 1 
Sheli Faye Cypress ,July 13 
Louis Dixie Jim, Sr., July 15 
Ruby Ann Osceola, July 5 
Manuel (Mondo) Tiger, July 15 
Marina Rene Tigertail, July 3 
Sally Agnes Tommie, July 26 
Samuel Tommie, July 22 
Ricky Ray Tucker, July 30 
Amy Johns Ashley, July 26 
Preston Levrn Baker, July 1 8 
Vernon Lee Baker, July 22 
Betty Mae Billie, July 3 1 
Andrea Polly Cypress, July 24 
Willie Gopher, Jr,. July 29 
Jimi Lu Huff, July 23 
Norman Eric Johns, July 19 
Stanlo Johns, July 4 
Archie Hank Johns, Sr,. July 24 
Happy Jones, July 1 5 
Howard Micco, July 23 
Deanna Lynn Motlow, July 1 5 
Leanne Jo Osceola, July 1 0 
Polly Ann Osceola, July 14 
Amanda Ruby Smith, July 7 
Lauri Beth Smith, July 19 
Walter Daniels Smith, July 5 
Laveme Denise Thomas, July 29 
Walter Tommie, Jr., July 16 
Johnny Tucker, Jr,. July 29 
Brenda Scott Youngblood, July 8 
Robert Taylor Youngblood, July 27 
Lamce Balentine, July 1 
Barbara Billie, July 27 
Benjamin Billie, July 16 
Jason Don Billie, July 6 
July Jamie Billie, July 23 
Philmon Gene Bowers, July 6 
Tyrone John Cypress, July 6 
Veronica Sue Doctor, July 3 1 
Claudette Ann Gor,e July 22 


Tisha Jolene Harvey, July 26 
Ricardo Fortino Hernandez, July 31 
Amber Rose Jim, July 22 
Jerry Micco, Jr., July 29 
Theodore Scott Nelson, Sr. July 27 
Curtis Allen Osceola, July 1 8 
Keith Richard Osceola, July 6 
Sally Kristie Johnette Osceola, July 21 
Jimmy Hank Osceola, Jr., July 10 
Christopher Dent Primeaux, July 30 
Clifford Sanchez, July 3 
Tony Sanchez, Jr., July 3 
Geneva Shore, July 6 
Ginger Ann Tiger, July 1 6 
Mary Ann Tommie, July 30 
Dorothy Frank Tucker, July 25 
Naomi Ruth Wilson, July 13 
Delores Jumper, July 2 
Larry Motlow, July 24 
Nancy Motlow, July 12 
Tilda Jean Perez, July 23 
Amy Ann Yzaguirre, July 10 
Jeremy Lee Bowers, July 13 
Miguel Catu, Jr., July 21 
Leon John Doctor, July 29 
Nicole Marie Emery, July 22 
Anthony Benjamin Frank, July 15 
Martha Irene Green, July 1 6 
Deealona Denise Harjo, July 15 
Donna Susan Harmon, July 23 
Maurina Sallie Josh, July 2 
Lucinda Chrystal Jumpe,r July 7 
Kenneth David Kittle, II, July 22 
Adam Earl Nelson, July 13 
Andrea Dee Nelson, July 25 
Daniel Travor Osceola, July 3 
Douglas McKinley Osceola, July 29 
Gloria Lois Osceola, July 28 
Howard Darrin Osceola, July 4 
Leo Dean Osceola, July 27 
Ricky James Osceola, July 19 
Victoria Christine T. Osceola, July 8 
Emily Raissa Osceola-Branch, July 9 
Janie ve A. Robenstein, July 19 
Randy Santiago, July 27 
Sheree Denise Sneed, July 24 
Antillis Nehemiah Stockton, July 4 
Kinya Tommie, July 27 
Jesse Joe Jimmie, July 14 
Angela Christine Walton, July 26 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH j 
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Bull Riding 

Continued from page 1 

Although Leffew was tough on the students, he 
stressed the importance of safety and bull riding, 
which is one of the most dangerous sports around. 

He believes in teaching young people to 
maintain a positive attitude regarding all phases in 
their lives, whether it is staying in school, drug pre- 
vention, or dealing with emotional problems. 

The students enjoyed hearing of Leffew’s 
experiences about working with Luke Perry, during 
the filming of the movie, “Eight Seconds.” The 
movie depicts the life of world champion bull rider 
Lane Foster, who was killed by a bull at the peak of 
his career. 

Leffew also recommended the book Peak 
Performance by Charles Garfield, which he felt 
every bull rider should read at the start of their 
career. 

Also on hand for the seminar were local 
heroes Steve Osceola, Adam Turtle, Bill Watson and 
Rodney Osceola. These dedicated men are commit- 
ted to working with the youth. 

“Before Leffew was commissioned as 
instructor for the seminar, Rodney Osceola worked 
long and hard hours with the youth on their bull rid- 
ing skills,” said Alex Johns, Brighton Board 
Representative. 

The bull-riding clinic was the brainchild of 
Johns and his cousin Lisa Johns. They enticed the 
youth to get involved with a trip to Disney World to 
anyone who participated and did well at the event. 

Alex explained that all three Board 
Representatives, himself, Paul Bowers Sr. from Big 
Cypress, and David DeHass from Hollywood, were 
current or former bull riders. 

Consequently, they are all supportive of the 
youth who choose to enter the sport of rodeo. The 
pledge to provide assistance to those young people 


Adrian Baker learns where to sit. 


who want to participate and are willing to make a 
commitment to do their best. 

Other caring folks were on hand to lend sup- 
port to the Seminole youth, such as veteran rodeo 
performer, and life-long friend of Leffew, T.R. 
Wilson, who lives in Lake Port. Parents, friends and 
community members also came out to encourage and 


cheer on the young Seminole cowboys. 

Leffew, who currently resides in Santa 
Maria, CA, said he is looking forward to next year’s 
seminar, which he plans to coach again. He enjoys 
his visits to the Seminole reservations and added, 
“There are many promising young cowboys and cow- 
girls up and coming in the near future.” 



Bull fighter Billie Watson deters bull as Steven David DeHass - Repairing spurs. Rodney Osceola preparing a bull. 

Billie gets ready to dismount after 8 seconds. 
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66 A Land Remembered” Sol Mclvey and his 
half Seminole brother Toby Cypress on 
Marshtockie ponies. 


Book On Seminoles 
Becomes Teaching Aid 


By T.R. Benn 

MERRITT ISLAND — Patrick D. 
Smith has long been a friend of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Smith’s relationship with the 
Seminoles is one he holds dear to his heart. 
While writing his award-winning novel, A Land 
Remembered , he lived among the Seminoles to 
get a feeling for the character of Toby Cypress, 
half-brother to Sol Maclvey. In the novel, the 
Maclvey family and the Seminole build a rela- 
tionship that withstood hardship and pain in a 
relentless land. 

A Land Remembered has long been a 
teaching aid for junior and senior high school 
students across the state of Florida. Now edited 
for a new student edition in two parts, the new 
volumes are suitable for young readers from 
fourth through eighth grade and comes complete 
with a teacher’s manual. 

“The books could become the Harry 
Potter of Florida,” laughed Smith. “Youngsters 
have no conception of Florida life before 
Mickey Mouse and Disney, the relentless hard- 
ships our ancestors went through, carving out a 
life in an unforgiving land. Freezes, drought, 
hurricanes, and floods could wipe out years of 
hard work, in a heartbeat.” 

Smith is also the author of other novels 
about the Seminoles: Forever Island and 
Allapattah. 

Forever Island is the story of old 
Charlie Jumper and his life in the Big Cypress 
Swamp and the Everglades. 

Nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, it has 
been translated into 46 languages and published 
worldwide. 


Youth PRCA BuB Riding 



Top row from left: Roy Stewart, Jack Turtle, Dillian Warner, 
Haley Cutler, Jerome Davis and Jasper Thomas. Bottom row 
from left: Lee Stewart, Huston “Spark Plug” Osceola and 
Brandtley Osceola. 


By E. Tiger 

DAVIE — Local elementary stu- 
dents filled the stands at the Bergeron 
Rodeo arena on June 22 to cheer on the 
cowboys and cowgirls competing in the 
calf roping, bulldogging, and barrel racing 
events. 

Seminole youth led by coordina- 
tor, and recently elected Hollywood Board 
Representative, David DeHass were the 
grand finale of the rodeo, riding bulls in 
their respective age groups. 

The Five Star PRCA Rodeo 
Director, Mike Daily, made Seminole par- 
ticipation possible: offering funds to the 
youth bull riding age group, and adding an 
extra entry into the morning’s schedule so 
the youngsters could compete. 

The youth bull riding group, 
started years ago, “has given the Seminole 
youth the chance to participate in a sport 
that was not offered years before,” said 
DeHass, “The Recreation department 
wants the youth to experience as many 
sports as possible, so they can learn the 
importance of teamwork and competition 
and maybe take up one of the sports.” 

“These lessons will help them down the 

road.” 

The eight youngsters who competed put on 
quite a show for the spectators. Haley Cutler, one of 
the first place winners, dominated the competition, 
along with Jerome Davis, who tied for first with a 
time of 6.3 seconds. In second place was Dillan 


Warner, with a riding time of 4.6 seconds. 

“The youth who participated made a great 
effort this morning,” said DeHass, “They are all win- 
ners in my book.” 

Results: 1st Place: Haley Cutler, Jerome 
Davis 6.3, 2nd Place: Dillan Warner 5.6, 3rd Place: 
Jack Turtle 4.6, 4th Place: Roy Steward 4.5, 5th 
Place: Huston Osceola 3.6, 6th Place: Brandtley 
Osceola 3.0, 7th Place: Jasper Thomas: 1.7. 


Reptile Captured In New York 


HOLLYWOOD — Right 
after their highly publicized capture 
of a caiman in New York’s Central 
Park, Mike and Cecilia “Tina” 

Bailey met with the press of June 26 
at the Okalee Village. 

The two flew to New York 
after sightings of a small reptile in 
Harlem Meer Lake reached Okalee ’s 
publicist, Chuck Malkus, and 
President of Malkus 
Communications. 

“I want to capture the rep- 
tile in the most humane way possi- 
ble,” said Bailey upon arriving in 
New York before the infamous cap- 
ture. Bailey and his wife met with 
the Park Wildlife on how the reptile would be cap- 
tured, and received permission to start the hunt. 

That night the Bailey team made an initial 
inspection of the 
lake, to pinpoint 
areas that the reptile 
would most likely be 
found. Afterwards, 
the team boarded a 
small canoe and 
slowly searched 
along the lake’s 
weed line with a 
flashlight. 

After 30 

minutes, Tina Bailey 


spotted the creature 
and jumped in the 
water, capturing 
him. After bringing 
him into the canoe, 
they discovered the 
“alligator” was 
actually a caiman, a 
member of the 
crocodilian family. 

“The caiman are 
more aggressive 
than the alligator, 
but they usually 
grow to about four 
to five feet in 
length. They have 
been known to grow to ten feet long and reach the 
three hundred pound mark,” said Mr. Bailey, “but 
even if the caiman had lived on food source in the 
lake, it probably would have died in the 
first winter’s freeze.” 

“The caiman was more than likely 
discarded by someone after it became too 
big of a pet.” 

When asked where the reptile 
would end up, Bailey said, “the Seminole 
Tribe is just interested in preserving 
wildlife and what was best for the reptile’s 
future. Their standing offer is a natural 
environment for the reptile at the Okalee 
museum facilities and grounds in 
Hollywood, Florida.” 



BIG APPLE INVADER: Caiman gator. 



Caiman (Caiman crocodilus) 



Miss Violet Olney, winner of 2001-2002 
Miss Yakima Nation. 


Yakima Nation 
Treaty Day 
Pow-Wow 

By Don Osceola 

WASHINGTON — Mary Gay and 
Don Osceola were guest of the Yakima Indian 
Nation during their annual Treaty Day celebra- 
tion on June 8-10. 

The Pow-wow was a tremendous cel- 
ebration, filled with events such as a parade, 
dance and drum contests, rodeo, and basket- 
ball, softball, and golf tournaments. Vendors 
sold Indian art, crafts, and fried bread, and 
there was a free baked salmon lunch for every- 
one. There were also traditional ceremonies at 
the longhouse. 

The Yakima hold the celebration to 
honor their culture, instill a strong identity and 
sense of pride in the younger citizens, and 
keep their traditions alive. 

The Miss Yakima Nation Pageant was 
very impressive. The contestants had to be 
very knowledgeable about their Native her- 
itage, as well as a good student. The contest 
process took three days. 

The winner of the title Miss Yakima 
Nation 2002 is Violet J. Olney. The daughter 
of Peter Joe and Audrey Olney, Violet gave a 
speech on her Native heritage and living a 
drug-free lifestyle, played drum for the singers, 
played the flute, and displayed her knowledge 
of gathering traditional foods such as berries, 
roots, etc. 

The day before the pageant, Olney 
also helped prepare dinner for the people 
attending the sacred longhouse ceremonies. 

On the final day of the Pow-wow, 
there were dance contests for the princess con- 
testants. 

Don and Mary Gay were happy to 
have attended the Pow-wow and enjoyed every 
minute of their visit. 



Miss Washines, Former Miss NCAI and she 
is one of Yakima’s top female competitive 
dancers. 












Seniors Pool Tourney 


Mabel Osceola calling her shot! 
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Bowling Bash 


Christian Osceola, Remus Griffin and 
Mitch Osceola all placed at Bash. 

page 10 



July 4th Festivities 


Annual celebrations for Seminole Country. 
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Miccosukee Richard Buster is Chief White Eagle 


Big Cypress hosts Florida 
Championship Wrestling 


By Benny Secody 

BIG CYPRESS— They’rrrre 
baaaack! Those big, burley, raspy 
voiced, tough guys of pro wrestling 
again converged on the Herman E. 
Osceola Gymnasium on June 23. They 
came to win - all of them. The event 
drew a record crowd of spectators, and 
the gymnasium parking lot was filled 
to capacity. 

“Unconquered” Seminole Joe 
Gomez came to defend his Native 
American Champion Title against the 
Cuban Assassin. The “Assassin” and 
“Fantasy” did not make it easy for 
Gomez, but in the end, Gomez secured 
a victory and retained his title. 

The second title match pitted 


the NWA Tag Team Champs, “The 
Heavenly Bodies” (which was debat- 
able), Classy Chris and Big Vito, 
against the Native American Tag Team 
Champs, “Native Blood”, Navajo 
Warrior and Ghost Walker or Arizona. 
Amidst the growls, threats, body slams 
and face stomping, there was no clear 
winner. 

Although both teams were 
disqualified, they both laid claim to a 
victory in no uncertain terms. The 
“Heavenly Bodies” were managed by 
“Vicious Vinnie,” who was not pleased 
with the outcome of the match, and 
declared his team the true winners of 
the title. 

See FCW, page 6 


Clinton Holt To Attend World 
Champion Bull Riding Clinic 


By Michael James 

HOLLYWOOD - Sixteen 
year old Clinton Holt, son of Barbara 
Billie and David Anderson, is sched- 
uled to leave for what should prove to 
be an experience of a lifetime. For 21 
days, Clinton will take part in leg- 
endary World Champion Bull Rider 
and Master Instructor Gary Leffew’s 
semi-private bull riding boot camp at 
his ranch in Santa Maria, California. 
Clinton leaves for California on July 
28th. 

Clinton started riding bulls 
when he was a young 1 3 years old and 
it just “got in his blood,” his mother 
explains. Clinton is a member of the 
EIRA, but due to an injury, he has had 
to sit out this season. He may pursue a 
career in Professional Rodeo, or per- 
haps in the culinary arts. “He is always 
running me out of my kitchen,” says 
his mother. 

The bull riding boot camp 
Clinton will be attending is special 
training for the bull rider who wants to 
reach the top of his profession in the 
least of amount of time with the confi- 
dence of knowing that the rider is the 
one to beat. It is said by bull riders 
everywhere that there is no better feel- 
ing in the world. 

See HOLT, page 8 



Clinton Holt 
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Big Bikes Hit The Trail 


By Benny Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — It was “hog 
heaven” for a group of ‘rez bikers’ as 
they held their second monthly “bike 
run” on Saturday, June 30. After a 
leisurely breakfast at Billie Swamp 
Safari, the group headed out for the long 
haul to Trail. 

The club, which has not decided 
on a name, consists of 19 bikers from Big 
Cypress, nine from Hollywood, three 
from Trail, four from Brighton and four 
from Immokalee. The group gets togeth- 
er once a month for a group ride to vari- 
ous locations all over Florida. The last 
trip was to Tampa. 

The group was formed late last 
year, and continues to grow. Members 
are not limited to Native Americans; and 
according to Marla Sanders, anyone can 

See BIKES, page 6 



Starting point at Billie Swamp Safari. 


Big Cypress Incentive Awards 


By Cherelee Hall 

BIG CYPRESS — Family, 
Friends, and students from the Big 
Cypress Reservation came together to rec- 
ognize and commend students on a suc- 
cessful completion of the 2000-2001 
school year. The Incentive Awards 
Ceremony was held at Community’s 
Herman Osceola Gymnasium on July 
12th. The Annual event began with dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. with the magnanimous Italian 
dinner provided by “Catering By Joyce”. 
After dinner, the award presentation 
began at 7:00 p.m. with Moses Jumper Jr. 
as the Ceremonies MC. Certificates and 
custom made sweaters were given out to 
the 56 recipients that attended various 
schools and Academies throughout the 
United States. Big Cypress Board 
Representative and Council 
Representative Paul Bowers Sr. and David 
Cypress, handed out the awards and con- 


gratulated the students 
on a job well done. 
Linda Tommie and 
Jeannette Cypress 
also helped with 
handing out the 
sweaters provided by 
the Tribe. The night 
ended with a round of 
applause from the 130 
tribal members that 
attended the ceremo- 
ny. With their sense 
of Academic ability, 
today’s Seminole 
youth is making a dif- 
ference within the 
Tribe and out. 
Congratulations to the 
Big Cypress Incentive 
Award Recipients. 



Cherelee Hall, Desiree Jumper and Toahooke Bowers 


Cell Towers and Tribal Sovereignty 


By E. Bowers 

Second in a series on USET 
negotiations with the Personal 
Communication Industry Association for 
increased protection for Indian religious 
and cultural sites during the construction 
of cell towers. This article describes the 
initial avalanche of requests that flooded 
the Tribes and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, the Federal 
law used by Seminole Tribe Historic 
Preservation Officer Dr. Pat Wickman and 
the USET Tribes. 

HOLLYWOOD— Cell towers. 
Looming over the national landscape, 
they have become the lifeblood of a socie- 
ty that worships new technology and the 
ability to stay connected. 

In order to satisfy consumer 
demand, wireless communications compa- 
nies scramble to construct towers to 
ensure coverage in “dead areas” and stay 
ahead of the competition. 

However, Tribes across the coun- 
try are realizing that the competition 
among the wireless companies to stay 
ahead is destroying what our ancestors 
have left behind. 


USET Begins Negotiations 

In the Southeast, Bill 
Day, USET Culture and Heritage 
Committee Chairman and Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer for 
the Poarch Creek Indians; Dr. Pat 
Wickman, Culture and Heritage 
Committee Secretary and Historic 
Preservation Officer for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida; Keller 
George, USET president; Tim 
Martin, USET Executive Director; 
and Gregory Smith and Eric 
Tober, associates from the offices 
of Senator J. Bennett Johnston and 
Associates, are representing the 
USET Tribes in groundbreaking 
negotiations with Personal 
Communications Industry 
Association (PCIA), one of the 
two largest wireless communica- 
tions representatives in the nation. 

The USET Tribes, backed 
by Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), 
Executive Orders, and federal reg- 
ulations, seek to protect properties 

See CELL TOWERS, page 2 



The B.S.S. billboard along 595 is also a cell 
tower. 


Summer Youth Trip 2001 — The Big Apple 



Brighton group caught by the camera at the Today Show. 


By Michael James 

NEW YORK CITY — On June 
11, 2001 students in grades 10 through 12 
with a 2.0 grade point average were treat- 
ed to a trip to New York City. This year 
the students traveled to New York via the 
Tribal jet. Hailing taxicabs and buses was 
not an option this year no, these stu- 

dents toured the city by limousine. They 
resided in Manhattan’s Double Tree Suites 
Hotel during their stay. 

They started the adventure 
Monday afternoon, first enjoying lunch at 
the posh Double Tree Suites, then a car- 
riage ride through Central Park with a 
stop at FAO Schwartz toy store. After din- 
ner the group convened once again for a 
glorious night tour of New York City. 

Tuesday proved to be one of the 

highlights of the entire trip there 

were, however, many. After a full tour of 
the City, including lunch in Chinatown, 
the group went to the New York 
Yankee/Montreal Expos baseball game at 
Yankee Stadium. Despite the Yankees 
loss, it was still considered one of the 
highlights of the trip. 

Wednesday the group toured the 
National Museum of American Indian 
Smithsonian Institute, visited MTV stu- 
dios for Total Request Live and dined at 
the Marriott Marquis’s revolving restau- 
rant. 

Thursday the day was full of 


more tours and museums, but ended with 
what was said to be another highlight of 
the trip, the Broadway play “Annie Get 
Your Gun” with Reba McEntire. 

The group unanimously agreed that Reba 
did a wonderful job as Annie! 

The last day of the trip, Friday, 
the students surprisingly woke at 5 a.m., 
met in the hotel lobby by 5:30 a.m. for a 
walk to the NBC Today Show to see 
Sugar Ray performing at the show’s 


Summer Concert Series. 

“I didn’t think they would all 
make it, considering the time of day, but 
they all made it,” said Michele Thomas. 
Later that morning they returned back to 
the hotel and prepared for the transfer to 
the airport. 

Congratulations to the students 
for their accomplishments in school and a 
special thanks to Jack Smith Jr. and Alex 
Johns for their support as well. 
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Board Meets With Big Cypress 
Tribal Employees 


By T.R. Benn 

BIG CYPRESS — Paul 
Bowers Sr. called his first staff meeting 
to get acquainted with board workers 
as he took back the reins of Big 
Cypress Reservation Board 
Representative from Mondo Tiger. As 
Bowers addressed the Board workers 
he outlined what he expected of them 
as employees of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. He explained to them his 
description of job performances, atten- 
dance, and tardiness. Bowers then 
turned the floor over to Board 
President Mitchell Cypress. 

Mitchell Cypress introduced 
himself as President of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Inc., and Acting 
Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

“If you as an employee of the 



Mitchell Cypress addressing Board 
and Blue Top Construction employees 


Seminole Tribe of Florida has a prob- 
lem, go through the proper channels 
and chain of command - your foreman, 
supervisor then program director. They 
in turn will act on that problem and 
that should be the final voice on mat- 
ters effecting Tribal employees and, if 
asked for my advice or I deem it neces- 
sary, I will intervene as I see fit,” 
added Cypress. 

“We have to work together 
both Board and Council to keep the 
Tribe moving forward so the Tribe 
doesn’t stagnate. We are in a transition 
of rebuilding. 

Cypress also shared his 
thoughts on teamwork. “If a piece of 
equipment is owned by the Tribe and 
needed by either Board or Council and 
is not scheduled - share it. It is owned 
by the Tribe and which side paid for 
the equipment isn’t relevant. Work 
together as a team to get jobs done 
using ways and means at hand. 

Keep an open line of commu- 
nication, do a days work for a days 
pay, take pride in your work and your 
workmanship. Remember a job isn’t 
complete until the paper work is done, 
be responsible for yourself. Be positive 
and keep a positive attitude, when 
things are met with a negative attitude 
it’s hard to get past it positively. If we 
can do that then we can come together 
with one common goal - the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida.” 

Also in attendance at the joint 
meeting were Mondo Tiger and his 
Blue Top Construction personnel. They 
introduced themselves, stated their job 
positions and the daily duties they per- 
form. Mondo explained to those in 
attendance the jobs he had ongoing, 
their status and completion dates, and 
gave his recommendations on those 
projects. Tiger stated he was ready and 
willing to work with the newly elected 
Big Cypress Board Representative Paul 
Bowers Sr. and with President / Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 


Reflections By Patsy West 


A Kitchen For 
Stranahan House 



Reflections #193: 

Recently, the 
Seminole Tribe helped 
Stranahan House, home of 
Frank and Ivy Stranahan 
pioneer trading post opera- 
tors and founder of the 
Friends of the Seminoles 
organization, celebrate the 
1 00 anniversary of the his- 
toric house museum located 
on New River in Ft. 

Lauderdale. 

I am consulting on 
a project for Stranahan 
House to redecorate the 
kitchen. This area was for- 
merly the Ivy Shop and was 
not included in the original 
house restoration, which 
took place in the 1980’s. 

From the recollections of a 
relative of Ivy Stranahan and 
receipts in the Stranahan 
papers at the Ft. Lauderdale 
Historical Society, Susan 
Gillis, Assistant Director of 
the Historical Museum, with 
whom I am working, has put 
together evidence to show 
the types of suitable period fixtures 
and appliances that were in the kitchen 
in 1915. We are specifically looking 
for a wall-mounted sink, a stove, and 
icebox. We will locate a simple 
gas/electric lighting fixture from this 
transitional period in Ft. Lauderdale’s 
switchover period from gas energy to 
electric sources. We are also furnishing 
the upstairs, enclosed “back porch” 
room. 

Because of the relatively early 
era that we are working in, this project 
has begun to be a challenge. Suitable 
items from 1915 are not easy to locate. 
We have traveled as far south as 
Kendall and as far north as Deland, 


visiting antique stores, antiques fairs 
and flea markets, and salvage yards. 

We have searched on the Internet. The 
1908 Sears and Roebuck Catalogue 
and Montgomery Ward Catalogue with 
their great visual aids provide a “wish 
list” to show us the styles appropriate 
for the time period in furnishing the 
kitchen with cookware and utensils. 

The refrigerator will be one of 
the appliances that younger visitors to 
the historic House will remember long 
after their visit. It is hard for most peo- 
ple to realize that a chest with a block 
of ice in it is all that was available to 
keep milk products, eggs, and meat 
cool in the old days. We know that the 
Stranahan’s selected a White Frost 

Refrigerator, from a June 9, 
1914 letter from the manu- 
facturer, the Metal Stamping 
Factory. It is a very unique 
model. 

The Stranahan’s 
played such an instrumental 
role in Seminole history. 
Frank was one of the most 
conscientious of all the 
traders dealing with the 
Seminoles in southern 
Florida. Ivy was a major, 
strong supporter of Seminole 
welfare. She made it her 
business to enable Seminole 
children to receive an educa- 
tion, clothed them, and then 
was instrumental in support- 
ing a drive to acquire suit- 
able housing and amenities 
for the Dania and Big 
Cypress Reservations. 
Stranahan House, which 
stands on New River, the 
Seminoles major trade 
artery, lasts as a reminder of 
these Friends of the 
Seminoles. 



Documentary Highligh ts Threats to Indian Sites 



By E. Bowers 

Can Indian sites of religious and 
cultural importance, most of which were 
taken away from the Tribes in the process 
of European settlement, be protected? “In 
the Light of Reverence,” a powerful new 
documentary airing on PBS in August, 
spotlights three sites that are being threat- 
ened by special interest groups. 

Narrated by Peter Coyote and 
Tantoo Cardinal, the documentary will 
premiere on PBS on Aug. 14 at 10 P.M. 
EST as a part of “P.O.V.” (Point of View), 
public television’s showcase of independ- 
ent, non-fiction films. 

Directed and produced by 
Christopher McLeod with co-producer, 
Malinda Maynor (Lumbee), “In the Light 
of Reverence” features the Panther 
Meadows on the slopes California’s 
Mount Shasta, Devils Tower in the Black 
Hills, and the ancient mesas in the Four 
Corners area of the Southwest. These 
sacred sites serve as “doorways to the 
spirit world” to the Wintu, the Lakota, and 
the Hopi. 

On Mt. Shasta, a proposed $2 1 
million ski resort together with growing 
traffic of New Age admirers of Indian 
spiritual practices have endangered a 
spring at Panther Meadows that is sacred 
to the Wintu people. 

At Devils Tower, rock climbers 
insist on using the federally protected 
monument even when it intrudes on 
Lakota religious ceremonies during the 
month of June. 

On Hopi land, mining is destroy- 
ing numerous places that have been 
Native American shrines for thousands of 
years, sometimes for the purposes of pro- 


viding gravel for 
highways, or 
pumice to soften 
“stone-washed” 
jeans. 

The 

Peabody Coal 
Company is drain- 
ing the ground 
water at such a rate 
that Hopi springs 
are drying up, 
threatening to do 
what centuries of 
conquest have 
not — destroy the 
viability of Hopi 
religion and cul- 
ture. 

The Hopi 
brought legal suit 
to stop mining on 
Woodruff Butte, an 
area that in which numerous sacred sites 
were located. The legal tool used by the 
Hopi sounds familiar: 

Narrator: “When Federal lands 
are used to develop a site that might one 
day be eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places, cultural and environ- 
mental impacts must be considered — even 
on private property. The Hopi sued to stop 
the mining on Woodruff Butte, demanding 
that the Federal Highway Administration 
comply with the law.” 

These Federal historic preserva- 
tion laws are also used to great effect by 
the Seminole Tribe. The Seminole 
Historic Preservation Officer, Dr. Pat 
Wickman, notes many of the legislative 
avenues that have been used to great 

effect by herself, Tribal 
NAGPRA representa- 
tive, Billy L. Cypress, 
and Preservation 
Specialist Elrod 
Bowers, in order to 
require Federal agen- 
cies to protect the 
Seminoles’ historic 
properties. “This is a 
new and sometimes 
threatening requirement 
for many Federal offi- 
cials. But it is an 
extremely powerful use 
of Tribal sovereignty to 
get them to come to the 
table to consult with 
Indian Tribes on such 


laws as the National Historic Preservation 
Act, the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act, the American Indian 
Religious Freedom Act, executive Orders, 
and various Federal regulations.” 

The most effective of these laws 
is the National Historic Preservation Act. 
Section 106 of the Act states that any 
Federal official beginning an 
“Undertaking” (any project that receives 
Federal funding or requires a Federal per- 
mit) must first determine whether con- 
struction will have an effect on sites that 
are in, or may be eligible for, listing on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

1992 amendments to the Act 
determined that sites of religious or cul- 
tural importance to Indian Tribes were eli- 
gible for the National Register. 

Thus, Indian Tribes must be con- 
sulted early on in the process of planning 
an “Undertaking” in order to determine 
whether construction will effect Indian 
sites. 

Although “In the Light of 
Reverence” focuses on Western Tribes, 
the protection of Indian religious or cul- 
tural sites is an issue that affects Indian 
Tribes across the country. 

“This is exactly the kind of fight 
that the Tribe has been waging to protect 
Pithlachocco, the Miami Circle and, now, 
the Brickell Park cemetery,” said Dr. 
Wickman, “This is a critical fight that is 
being waged, in one way or another, by 
every Federally recognized Tribe in the 
United States.” 



Filmmakers Malinda Maynor and Christopher McLeod 
speak with Vernon Masayesva (Hopi) 


Cell Towers 

Continued from page 1 

of religious and cultural significance dur- 
ing the construction of cell towers. 

The USET negotiations will yield 
Tribal-Industry protocols, which will 
increase protection of Indian religious 
sites, cultural sites, and sites of traditional 
cultural importance during the cell tower 
manufacturers access to Tribal expertise 
concerning cultural matters. 

The need for a workable process 
was first addressed by the United South 
and Eastern Tribes (USET) Board of 
Directors in 2000. USET passed 
Resolution 2000:80, approving a standard 
response form for Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers to use in managing 
the thousands of requests that were pour- 
ing in. The form, created by USET’s 
Culture and Heritage Committee has been 
pioneered by the Seminole Tribe’s 
Historic Preservation Office. 

The Tribe’s HPO has received 
over 1 ,000 requests in a recent four month 
period alone, asking for “a finding of no 
significant impact,” which would allow 
tower manufacturers to begin construction 
without adequate safeguards for Seminole 
cultural sites. 

Packages of 5, 10, or as many as 
150 requests at a time are submitted, 
accompanied by a minimal description of 
the project and a map, and stating the 
company’s opinion that no sites will be 
harmed by construction. Manufacturers 
attempt to force upon the Tribe a deadline 
to answer within thirty days or construc- 
tion will begin, with or without the Tribe’s 
assent 


In the request letters, many com- 
panies state that the Federal 
Communications Commission has “dele- 
gated its authority” to the wireless compa- 
nies to consult with the Tribes. This is 
inconsistent with Federal law and cannot 
be permitted if the Tribe’s interests are to 
be protected adequately. 

“Government to Government” 

Relations 

Transmissions from cell towers 
must be licensed by the FCC, and, conse- 
quently, the construction of cell transmis- 
sion towers must be considered a Federal 
Undertaking. According to Section 106, 
of the NHPA, “[The] head of any Federal 
department or independent agency having 
authority to license any undertaking shall, 
prior to the approval of the expenditure of 
any Federal hands on the undertaking or 
prior to the issuance of any license, as the 
case may be, take into account the effect 
of the undertaking on any district, site, 
building, structure, or object that is 
included in or eligible for inclusion in the 
National Register.” 

1992 amendments to the NHPA 
later clarified that, “properties of tradi- 
tional religious and cultural importance to 
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organ- 
ization may be determined to be eligible 
for inclusion on the National Register.” 

The amendments clearly speci- 
fied that “in carrying out its responsibili- 
ties under Section 106, a Federal agency 
shall consult with any Indian Tribe or 
Native Hawaiian organization that attach- 
es religious or cultural significance to 
properties described.” In addition, Federal 
laws and presidential Executive Orders 


specify that consultations between Tribes 
and the U.S. government shall be con- 
ducted on a “government to government” 
basis, thus upholding the sovereign nature 
of Tribal governments. 

Consequently, before issuing any 
cell tower license, the FCC must consult 
with the Tribes to determine whether the 
construction of cell towers will harm 
Indian religious or cultural sites. Instead, 
the FCC not only has failed to consult 
with the Tribes on a government to gov- 
ernment basis, it also has failed to regu- 
late the construction process in such a 
manner as to ensure that its licensees 
comply with Federal law. 

Furthermore, the FCC has 
attempted to delegate its authority to con- 
sult on a government to government basis 
with Indian Tribes to private companies. 

Unaware of the Federal require- 
ments of the NHPA, wireless companies 
regularly have sent requests to the 
Seminole Tribe’s Historic Preservation 
Office asking for a “NEPA (National 
Environmental Policy Act) review” or for 
site information “pursuant to the Freedom 
of Information Act.” 

When Dr. Wickman and other 
USET delegates met with industry repre- 
sentatives in January 2001, in 
Washington, D. C., not only did she 
receive blank stares when mentioning the 
Federal laws that protect Indian religious 
and cultural sites, she had to convince 
them that such laws actually existed! 

Next issue: Cell tower construc- 
tion, “co-locations ”, and the USET Tribes 
have an animated discussion with FCC 
lawyers. 


When you need a reporter contact ... 



Elizabeth Blake 


reunions, wedding, 
showers, you name 
any event you will 
be having. 

Ask for 
Virginia Mitchell, 
Editor at (954) 
966-6300, ext. 

1265 or (954) 967- 
3416 and she will 
assign events 
accordingly to 
reporter’s sched- 
ule. 


No matter 
which reservation 
you’re at - if you 
in need of a pho- 
tographer or 
reporter please call 
The Seminole 
Tribune office at 
(954) 967-3416 
and will be happy 
to assist. 

Birthday 
party, family 
baby or bridal 
it, we will assist at 



Alexandra Frank 


We 

presently have 

three full time reporters in the depart- 
ment. Ernie Tiger at ext. 1261, 
Elizabeth Blake at ext. 1267 and 
Alexandra Frank at ext. 1268. 

If none of these individuals are 
available we will send to your function 


a freelance photographer. 

We are here to serve everyone 
in Seminole Country. Call or fax infor- 
mation to (954) 967-3482 and we will 
schedule a reporter for you. 

Brighton freelance 
Photographer/ Reporters are Sandi M. 

Osceola who can 
be reached at 
(863) 467-3630, or 
at (863) 801-5021, 
and Tommy Benn 
at (561) 308-0101. 
Big 

Cypress photogra- 
pher/ reporters are 
Janice Billie, 
available on her 
cell phone at (863) 
447-1312 or at 
home (863) 983- 
8355, and Candy 
Cypress at (863) 983-6332. 

Immokalee photographer/ 
reporters are Benny 
and Barbara 
Secody, and they 
can be reached at 
(941) 573-8667. 

Tampa 
photographer/ 
reporters are Gary 
Padgett, at (863) 

621-2811 or Mark 
Madrid at (863) 

665-2201. 



Ernie Tiger 



Janice Billie 
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In Bold Experiment, Ultralight To 
Lead Whooping Cranes 


By U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Whooping cranes will migrate across the 
skies of eastern North American this fall for the first 
time in more than a century as part of a bold experi- 
ment conducted by a partnership of federal and state 
wildlife agencies, conservation groups and other pri- 
vate organizations led by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Biologists will train a flock of about 
10 young whooping cranes, which are 
listed as endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act, to fol- 
low an ultralight aircraft across 
seven states from Necedah 
National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) in Wisconsin to 
Chassahowitska NWR in 
Florida. 

If all goes as planned, 
the birds will learn the migration 
route during the trip and return 
from Florida to Wisconsin on their 
own next Spring, thereby establish- 
ing a second migratory whooping 
crane flock in North America. 

The experiment will be conducted by the 
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership, a consortium 
that includes the Service, the U.S. Geological Survey, 
state agencies, conservation organizations and private 
citizens. Private donors are contributing more than 
half of the $1.3 million needed to complete the proj- 
ect. More than 40 private landowners have offered 
their property to be used as overnight sites for the 
migrating birds. 

“This bold experiment is a model of how to 
recover an endangered species,” said Interior 
Secretary Gale Norton. “It combines innovative sci- 
ence, partnerships with local landowners and States, 
public and private funding, and reduced federal regu- 


lation. It could provide a blueprint for future recovery 
efforts for other threatened and endangered species.” 

The whooping crane, named for its loud and 
penetrating mating call, is one of America’s best 
known and rarest endangered species. Cranes live and 
breed in extensive wetlands, where they feed upon 
crabs, clams, frogs, and other aquatic organisms. 

Whooping cranes stand 5 feet tall and are pure 
white in color with black wing tips and a 
red crown. 

“We are proud that national wildlife 
refuges are playing such a pivotal 
role in bringing this magnifi- 
cent bird back to eastern 
North America,” said 
Marshall Jones, acting 
director of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 
“What a fitting tribute it 
would be for the public to 
be able to see a second pop- 
ulation of wild whoopers 
migrating through our 
refuges when we celebrate 
the National Wildlife Refuge 
System’s 100th anniversary in 2003”. 

Final environmental assessment and rule 
may be downloaded from the Worldwide Web at 
http://midwest.fws.gov/whoopingcrane, or requested 
in writing from Janet M. Smith, Field Supervisor, 
Green Bay Field Office, 1015 Challenger Court, 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 54322. Requests may also be 
faxed to (920) 465-7410 or sent by e-mail to: whoop- 
ingcrane@fws.gov 

You can view our releases or subscribe to 
receive them at Service’s Southeast Regional home 
page at http://southeast.fws.gov. Our national home 
page is located at: http://www.fws.gov. 



Agenda Nearly Complete For IAC Symposium 


By Libby Blake 

MICCOSUKEE RESORT — Finalization 
of the agenda for the 15th Annual Intertribal 
Agriculture Council Symposium - Harmony in the 
Everglades Through Indian Agriculture was the topic 
of discussion at the host committee meeting held July 
12 at the Miccosukee Resort & Gaming. 

Host committee members present for the 
meeting included Richard Bowers, Steven Bowers, 
Polly Hayes, Becky Buster, Marla Sanders, Diane 
Gray, Leonor Sandino, Allen Huff and Tommy Benn. 
Richard Bowers chairs the committee. 

Schedule changes dealt mostly with the line 
up of speakers for the symposium. Richard reported 
commitments from Charles Bronson, State of Florida 
Agriculture Commissioner, and Jack Bricker, USD A 
National Liaison for Native Americans in the 
Southeast U.S. 

Don Robertson, Seminole Tribe Cattle 
Program Manager, and son Donnie Robertson, Flying 
B Ranch in Texas, along with Ed Blazack, Mound 
Creek Ranch in Texas, also gave firm commitments 
to attend and speak at the symposium. 

It was decided by the committee that 
Brighton Board Representative Alex Johns was the 
best qualified to speak about the Tribe’s processing 
plant, orange and lemon groves, and other Seminole 
products. 

Miccosukee representatives reported no 
problems with their scheduled speakers - FK Jones, 
Steve Terry, Gene Duncan, and the Tribe’s legal coun- 
sel, who will speak on water rights issues. They also 
reported the Fashion Show, scheduled for Wednesday 
night of the event, was a “go.” 

Other items discussed at the meeting includ- 
ed the poster contest. Since there has been no entries 
so far, Tommy Benn offered a drawing by son Joel 
for consideration by the group. Steven Bowers sug- 
gested having the teens attending the Florida Indian 
Youth Program submit artwork for consideration. This 
was heartily agreed to by the group and Bowers pro- 
ceeded to contact Joe Quetone, Executive Director 
Florida Governors Council on Indian Affairs, to coor- 
dinate the contest. 

July 21 was designated as the cut-off for 
contest entries. This will allow for the judging to be 


completed and awards to be given out at the closing 
banquet of the FIYP. 

Allen Huff announced a golf tournament to 
be held on Monday, since most attendees would be 
arriving on Sunday and there were no scheduled 
meetings. He will make all the arrangements and pro- 
vide a flyer to be included in the mailing packet. 

The group Thunderhead was confirmed to 
perform at the opening night reception following the 
golf tournament. It was decided to present the golf 
awards during the reception instead of immediately 
after completion of the rounds. 

Entertainment for Wednesday night was dis- 
cussed with Tommy Benn saying he could arrange to 
have a country group, Elston Gun, perform. The up 
and coming group is comprised of Jesse and Noah 
Bellamy, sons of the Grammy Award winning 
Bellamy Brothers. Benn was asked to supply a demo 
tape to Richard Bowers before a final decision is 
made. 

Becky Buster reported that all arrangements 
have been made for transportation of attendees to the 
Big Cypress Reservation on Thursday of the sympo- 
sium. The attendees will be divided into two groups 
with one group spending the morning at Billie 
Swamp Safari while the other group visits Ah-Tha- 
Thi-Ki Museum. The groups will then switch after 
lunch. Richard stated everything in readiness at the 
Rodeo grounds for the Barbecue luncheon. 

Tommy Benn presented the design for a pin 
to be given out to the attendees. The design was 
approved and it was decided to use the traditional 
medicine colors on the multi-purpose gold pins, 
which can be used on lapels, hats, or key chains. 

Raffle items were discussed with Richard 
Bowers saying he had arranged for a saddle, which 
will be custom tooled, from a dealer in Arcadia and 
that the horse had been obtained. The only items still 
missing were a sweet grass basket and a patchwork 
jacket. Several Seminole and Miccosukee Tribal 
members were named as possible donors of these 
items. 

After the meeting ended with a date being 
set for next month’s meeting, the group was provided 
a buffet luncheon courtesy of Miccosukee Resort & 
Gaming. 


South Florida Water Management District Update 


Due to current extreme low water levels in 
Lake Okeechobee, the Taylor Creek navigation lock 
is on restricted operating hours, opening every two 
hours to let boaters navigate into the lake. The 
navigation lock opens to allow boaters to pass 
through at 5:30 a.m., 6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10 a.m., noon, 

2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m., 10 p.m., and 10:30 
p.m. every day. 

When Lake Okeechobee is at normal lev- 
els, the Taylor Creek navigation lock is open from 


5:30 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. from Dec. 1 through 
April 30. Between May 1 and Nov. 30, the locks 
are operated from 5:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

If you have any questions concerning the 
hours of operation for any of the navigational locks 
operation for any of the navigational locks operated 
by the South Florida Water Management District, 
please phone the Okeechobee Service Center at 
(863) 462-5260 or (800) 250-4200. 
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Tribal Dividends Accepted 
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Green Com Dance Brings Area Rains 


By Tommy Benn 

Glades — The elders say that with the 
Green Corn Dance comes the early summer rains. 
This year like many others was no exception, except 
its not enough. Floridians are in the midst of a four 
year drought with no end in sight June is the begin- 
ning of Florida’s rainy season. Most South Florida 
cities are 5 to 7 inches below their normal rainfall. 

Lake Okeechobee is still well under the 
lakes natural level, down almost three and a half feet 
from last year, and at an all time record low. The Big 
Lake is just barely 9 feet above sea level. A tall man 
could walk across the Big Lake if he chose too. 

Other Florida Lakes are at record lows as well. 

The rain we did get, helped to green-up our 
thirsty pastures and fill some of the shallow ponds. It 
came just in time to help put a bloom on the calves. 


A little extra weight on the calves that are being 
shipped over the next few months off both the 
Brighton and Big Cypress Reservations, and 
Miccosukee Land Lease. 

It’ll take a good hurricane to bring the need- 
ed rain to fill our retention area back to normal 
maybe two. 

The June rains did help the wildfire out- 
breaks statewide and have ended county imposed 
burned bans, and has taken us out of the wildfire sea- 
son. 

Drought wildfires are ways Mother Nature 
uses to cleanse her earth. I sure hope she gets it 
cleaned pretty soon. 

We should be thankful to the Breathgiver 
for the little we did get. 



June rains. 


Seminole Princess Pageant Set 



1999 Princess Pageant contestants 


HOLLYWOOD - 

Wanda Bowers has 
announced that the 
Seminole Princess Pageant 
has been set for Saturday 
Aug. 18 at 7 p.m. in the 
Tribal Auditorium of the 
Tribal headquarters’ build- 
ing on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

The contest is 
open to Seminole young 
ladies ages 12-17 (Junior 
Miss division) and 18 -25 
(Miss Seminole division). 

Contestants will be judged 
on numerous categories, 
including talent and poise. 

Events begin at 5 
p.m. with a Community 
Dinner in the Auditorium 
lobby. 

Applications are available NOW for the 
Miss and Junior Miss Seminole pageant 2001 
-2002. For applications and further information con- 
tact: 

Hollywood - Wanda Bowers at (954) 967- 
3420 or Ginger Tiger at DSO (954) 989-6840. 

Big Cypress - Alice M. Billie, Mary J. 
Koenes, or Jeanette Cypress at (863) 983-2157. 

Brighton - Salina Dorgan at (863) 763- 


2402, Lorene Gopher at (863) 763-7501, Suraiya 
Youngblood at (863) 634-1324, or Micki Diaz at 
(863) 643-1187. 

Immokalee - Gail Motlow-Boone at (941) 
657-3400. 

Tampa - Richard Henry at (813) 621-2811. 

Fort Pierce - Sally Tommie at (954) 966- 
6300 ext. 1320. 

All interested applicants are asked to regis- 
ter as soon as possible. 


SeminoleTours.com 


By Lee Tiger 

Florida Seminole Tourism, in conjunction 
with Webgraph, Inc., has produced a new web site. 
The site features exclusively the Seminole Indian 
Tribe’s tourism activities and packages on the Big 
Cypress Reservation, west of Ft. Lauderdale off I- 
75, exit 14. 

Seminole Tours.com highlights 2 packages 
-the Big Cypress Day Package and Big Cypress 
Overnight Package - that include the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum and Billie Swamp Safari Park. 

This site has 
been in development 
for several months to 
work out all the bugs. 

The biggest challenge 
was to create a user- 
friendly site that any- 
one, even the computer 
novice, could find and 
make a booking. 

One of the 
reasons for the site’s 
creation came up dur- 
ing a meeting that 
Florida Seminole 
Tourism consultant, 

Lee Tiger, and 
Museum promotions 
director, Tom Gallaher, had with Dee Ann Smith, 
Vice President of Marketing for Visit Florida, based 
in Tallahassee. 

Ms. Smith attempted to locate the 
Seminole attractions and packages on the web to 
make a booking. Searching through several sites, 
pages, and links she was unable to find what she 
was looking for - a way to make a Seminole Indian 
Big Cypress Package booking. 

Ms. Smith suggested the creation of a site 


that would make it easy for visitors to make a 
booking as well as posting a book-it link button on 
the home page of the Seminole Tribe, www.semi- 
noletribe.com, to direct visitors to the booking site. 
www.seminoletribe.com has all the Tribe’s tourism 
activities and more listed on several pages, and is a 
great way for visitors to find information about the 
Tribe’s attractions, as well as other programs. 

The new SeminoleTours.com will make it 
easy for visitors to make quick bookings worldwide 
and “Discover the Florida Everglades Seminole 

style” without having to 
sift through several web 
pages. On the home 
page of 

SeminoleTours.com, 
web guests are encour- 
aged to visit 
SeminoleTribe.com and 
FlaUSA.com through an 
icon button, which links 
directly to those sites. 

FlaUSA.com, 
Florida’s official travel 
website, is the fastest 
growing, state-of-the-art 
call to action in all of 
Visit Florida’s market- 
ing. Marketing efforts 
have driven visitor usage from 1.5 million in 2000 
to 4 million in 2001. 

In recent years, the State of Florida has 
rechanneled its marketing efforts to include nature 
heritage based tourism activates in all its marketing 
programs. Through partnerships and links with 
Visit Florida, Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention 
Visitors Bureau, and the travel industry at large, 
SeminoleTours.com could prove to be the hottest 
eco-heritage tourism site in Florida. 



DSO Library Schedule 


The fun continues through Aug. 24. 
Mornings, 8 a.m. - Noon - Monday: 
Preschool Story Time. Tuesday - Friday: Computer 
lab and reading time for youths and adults. 
Afternoons: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Summer reading - sign up now! Many 
new books have arrived. Take some out for a test 
read! (All kids K-12) - Keep track of what you 
read and earn prizes. 

Computer fun, internet sites, and more. 
How big does a Florida panther, whale, or python 
get? You can find the answers on the internet. 

Art: painting, drawing, and papier-mache. 
Create your favorite Everglades animal out of paper- 


mache. 

Writing stories, poetry, and a newsletter. 
Submit a story about your hobby, pet, and vacation 
plans. 

Food, films, and fun. Let’s enjoy a movie 
and some popcorn on Friday afternoons. 

Please remember that children under 8 
must be accompanied. 

For more information call Diane at (954) 
989-6840 ext. 1225 or Michael at ext. 1226. 

For information on your reservation you 
can call Immokalee at (941) 657-3400, Big 
Cypress at (863) 983-6724, Tampa at (813) 626- 
5765, or Brighton at (863) 763-4236. 
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Casino ❖ Shetemaabek cheke 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO AND 
GAMING — Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 
34974. (800) 360-9875. Closed Mondays and when 
the last player leaves nightly. 

Over $30,000 in cash and prizes will be 
given away by the casino this summer including a 
cruise to Mexico, a trip to Hawaii, a Polaris jet-ski, 
and a 2001 Chevrolet Camaro. 

Drawing slips will be awarded as par- 
ticipants qualify (available since June 
16) - culminating at midnight on Aug. 

24. 

Summer Promotion continues 
into August when the 2001 Miss 
Hawaiian Tropic Pageant - Lake 
Okeechobee arrives at the casino on 
Saturday the 11th. A $5 special 
Hawaiian Luau Barbecue dinner and 
the drawing for the trip to Hawaii will 
take place that night. There will be Coca-Cola, 50 
cents Coors Light Draft, and drawings for $50 cash 
and prizes. Wayne Purvis will perform in the gaming 
areas. 

Then on Aug. 25, the Summer of Fun will 
host a Finale party and someone will drive away in a 
brand new 2001 Chevrolet Camaro sponsored by 
Maroone Chevrolet - Green Acres and Belle Glade. 
(Trip sponsored by Travel Connection - 
Okeechobee.) 

Sponsors will be on location with vehicles 
for sale on display. There will 
be free hotdogs and Coke, 50 
cents Coors Light Draft, along 
with drawings for $50 cash 
and prizes. 

Winners for each 
drawing MUST be present to 
winner, have valid photo ID 
and social security card. See casino staff or newslet- 
ter for more information and complete rules. 

This marks the 19th Anniversary of the 
Miss Hawaiian Tropic International Model Search. 
Brighton Seminole Bingo and Casino is proud to be 
the host for the first ever Miss Hawaiian Tropic 
Pageant - Lake Okeechobee Title Pageant. 

Contestants will be competing for cash 
prizes of $300 for 1st, $200 for 2nd and $100 for 
3rd. The first place winner will win a 6 day/5 night 
stay in exotic Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and go on to 
compete in the state finals. Winner of the state final 
goes on to compete in the Miss 
Hawaiian Tropic United States Pageant 
in the fall where four finalists are cho- 
sen to represent the U. S. in the 
International pageant during spring 
break in March 2002. 

The Drums of Polynesia will 
be opening and performing during 
breaks throughout the pageant. Their 
spectacular Polynesian revue takes you 
on a journey of the South Pacific in the 
warm aloha spirit. The performance 
includes costume changes of the four main 
Polynesian Islands - Hawaii, Tahiti, New Zealand 
and Samoa - and will include the Savage Fire Dance 
of Samoa. 

Contact the casino for further details and 
pageant registration. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO — 5550 N.W. 40th 
St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977-6700. 
Open seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

August 7, 1 6, and 2 1 Love 94 radio station 
will be making a promotional appearance at the 
Coconut Creek Casino from 6 p.m. - 7 
p.m. center stage. They will be giving 
away four pairs of Sade concert tickets 
to four lucky patrons at each appear- 
ance. 

Mark Aug. 26 on your calen- 
dar to be at the casino. Taking center 
stage from 1-5 p.m. will be south 
Florida’s hottest oldies group The Bowery Boys. 

Plus one lucky winner will win a trip for two to 
Biloxi including hotel and airfare. 

Contact the casino for full details. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF HOLLY- 
WOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 33021. 
(954) 961-3220 or (800) 323-5452. Open seven days 
a week, 24 hours a day. 

August 1st $5000 must go Super Jackpot 
Bingo, $59 night, 30 games at $1 199-bingo. 

August 11th, $1199 must go matinee, G- 
ball, Bingo. 

August 15th, cash draw- 
ings starting at 6 p.m., Grand prize 
at 11 p.m. for $5000. Register all 
month throughout the casino. 

Beginning of Winners only draw- 
ing. 

August 18th $5000 must 
go - Super Jackpot-Bingo. Bingo 
matinee anniversary free gifts for all in bingo. 

August 25th $1199 must go Bonanza in 
evening bingo. 

August 29th casino wide drawings, grand 


prize a Harley! Drawings start at 6 p.m. 

August 3 1 st Special t-shirts to all winners 
$500+ on the machines. 

IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO 

— 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 34142. (941) 
658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. Open seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 

Bingo players asked for changes and 
the casino has responded with more 
variety in the patterns and more 
chances to win. See the newsletter or 
call the casino for details. 

Remember the casino has started new 
summer shuttle hours for pick-up and 
departure in the Fort Myers and Naples 
areas. Pick up a copy of the new 
schedule at the casino or call the 
Groups and Marketing Department to 
have one sent to you. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO TAMPA - 5223 
North Orient Road, Tampa, FL 33610. (813) 621- 
1302. Open seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

If your last name begins with the letters A-K (or if 
you switched to this group) your Special Day is 
Tuesday, August 14. If your last name begins with 
the letters L-Z (or you have switched to this group) 
your Special Day is Tuesday, August 21. 

There will be a Labor Day Weekend $10,000 Kickoff 
Celebration on August 3 1 . 
Every time you attend a regu- 
lar session from August 1 - 
August 3 1 , you will be given a 
drawing slip. Save these slips 
and bring them to any regular 
session on August 3 1 . There 
will be 50 drawings for a total 

of $10,000 in cash. 

There will be ten drawings in each Matinee 
session and the Nite Owl session. There will be two 
sets of ten drawings in the Evening session. In each 
set of drawings, the prizes will range from $50 to 
$1,000! Slips deposited for Matinee 1 will remain in 
the drum for Matinee 2; all others will be removed 
following the drawings in those sessions. 

Immediate family members of Seminole Indian 
Casino employees may not participate in the draw- 
ings, nor may Tour Operators, their agents or 
employees. Only one drawing prize per person per 
session will be allowed. Winners must 
be present in the Bingo Hall at the time 
of the drawings and have valid I.D. 
with them. 

No coupons or passes will be accepted 
at any of the sessions on Friday, August 
31. 

On Wednesday August 29 a new 
Saturn will be given away. After you 
have played-and won-in August, be 
sure to be there for the drawing. You 
will be able to deposit your slips from 
after Matinee II until 9:30 RM. Once the drum has 
been closed no further entries will be held at 9:45 
RM. Winner must be present at the time of the draw- 
ing and have valid photo I.D. and Social Security 
Card with them. When the ticket is drawn, if we do 
not have an immediate response, the name will be 
read in the Palace and in the Poker Room. That per- 
son will have ten minutes to come forward. If no one 
comes forward in the ten minutes, the ticket will be 
considered void, and a new name will be drawn. This 
procedure will be done until a winner is announced. 

Every Saturday evening all 20 regular 
games, three specials, and the Do-It- 
Yourself are worth $1,199 each. Cost to 
pay is $50, $45 for members. Warm-ups 
and Mystery Money begin at 6:15 p.m. 
and are not included in your pack. 

Stay and Play is another great value. 
Every Monday and Wednesday buy a 
combo pack for Matinee I and get a 
pack for Matinee II for only $5 more. Packs are 
available for purchase until 12:30 p.m. 

On Sunday evenings a total of 30 regular 
games are played. Level I pays $300 and Level II 
pays $450. Cost is only $22 and $33, respectively. 
Extra games, extra paper, lower cost and minimum 
$50 payouts on all regular games makes the casino 
the place to be on Sunday evenings. See newsletter 
for times. 

Drive away from the casino on July 30 in a 
brand new 2001 Saturn. Win at bingo - receive a 
drawing slip; win a $1,200 or more jackpot on a 

gaming machine - receive a draw- 
ing slip; come in first, second or 
third in a poker tournament - 
receive a drawing slip; have a sin- 
gle win of $50 or more in Pull Tabs 
- receive a drawing slip. Win once 
and get a chance to win again. This 
is what the casino calls “Double 
Win.” Winner must be present to 
win. See newsletter or casino for full details and eli- 
gibility. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 
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BOATS AND TANKS 


Tomahawk Fiberglass and Fabrication 


By Tommy Benn 

FT. PIERCE - — Shamy Tommie, eldest son 
of Minnie Tommie (Bird Clan), has opened his own 
fiberglass repair shop along with a custom fabrication 
business. Shamy, a graduate of Fort Pierce Central 
High School Class of 1975, had been an auto 
mechanic for several years before being employed by 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Micco Air. 

Tommie learned his new trade of fiberglass 
production during his 2- l A years with the Aircraft 
Company. “I took to it like a duck takes to water, 
building something from scratch has great rewards 
and leaves you with a good feeling once you have 
completed a project. I try to let my jobs speak for 
themselves, I’m very proud of the work I turn out and 
produce for the public,” said Tommie. 

“I have various molds that I manufacture 
from Airboat hulls to vehicle hood scoops both for 
cars and trucks, trash containers and agricultural fer- 
tilizer spray tanks used in the orange and citrus 
groves, as well as other agriculture related programs, 
boat seats and cubby hole hatch covers... ’’said 



Shamy Tommie, owner of Tomahawk Fiberglass 
and Fabrication 


Tommie. Repairs are always interesting from Kevin 
Osceola’s (Brighton Recreation) canoes to picnic 
tables. 

The Tomahawk Airboat Hull is a design 
worked out by observing other airboat hulls: how 
they performed and handled in various water and 
wind conditions. The Tomahawk hull is lighter in 
weight, weighing only 321 pounds when popped from 
the fiberglass mold and finished. 

It takes approximately one week to complete 
a boat hull from start to finish, if everything goes in 
order and don’t have a weather problem. The boat 
mold (plug) has to be cleaned to a flaw, then waxed 
with a mold release wax using at least seven coats. 
The jell coat with boat coloring (customer’s choice) is 
next. The first layer loz Skir (fiberglass material) a 1 
oz cloth is let to (set cure) which gets all the excess 
air out of the mold. 

Two layers of 1 808 woven fiberglass are 
then laid on the boat bottom and on the stringers or 
runners. Additional four layers of fiberglass are then 
laid on for the boat’s strength. Two more layers of 
1 808 glass are then applied on the boats sides and the 
final step is an other layer of 1 oz. fiberglass laid on 
the entire boat plug. 

When the airboat is pulled from the mold 
and cleaned up, a top rail of aluminum T-Rail is then 
secured to the boats top rail for added strength. The 
Tomahawk Boat Hull is now ready for the customer 
to build his boat. 

John “Copper” Smith purchased the first hull 
from Tommie and powered it with a Lycoming 0540 
air cooler Aircraft Engine. His race team captured 2 nc * 
place in the speed event at Thunder Cross Motor 
Sports Park in Okeechobee no small feat for a boat’s 
first time out. 

Tommie has also completed the mold for Vic 
Culberson of a SCCA car. A club racing enthusiast, 
Culberson had Tommie mold the entire motor car to 
lighten it for competition of the small European Ford 
powered racecar. 

Tommie’s Tomahawk Fiberglass shop is the 
only fabrication shop in St. LucieCounty. Open for 
only four months, work has been coming in steady. “I 
guarantee my work the old fashion way, I stand 
behind it. If there is a problem, just bring it back,” 
said Tommie 

Tommie’s wife Wanda helps with the books 
and Tommie keeps his son, Shamy Jr., and brother 
Marty working along side of him. 


Call To Artists, Photographers and Historians 

The Seminole Inn in Indiantown will be cel- 
ebrating its 75th Anniversary later this year. 

To mark this event, the Inn will be publish- 
ing a limited-edition commemorative calendar fea- 
turing historical photos, memorabilia and original 
artworks of the Inn throughout its history. 

If you have painted the Inn, or have some 
historical memorabilia or photos you would like to 
submit for consideration, please contact Becky 
Prince at (561) 597-4280 or (561) 597-3777 for sub- 
mission instructions. 

There is no charge for submissions. Please 
do not bring or send anything without the submis- 
sion guidelines! Thank you for your support. 


Attention 

All Hollywood Parents 
**Private and Public Schools** 

Please turn in all report cards, school 
recognition certificates and awards for the 
annual Incentive Awards. 

Deadline has been extended to July 3 1 , 
2001, no later than 5:00 p.m. 

You need to see Ella DeHass or Mabel 
Osceola in the Education Department on the 
2nd floor of the D.S.O. building. 


In Search of Class of 1972 

I am trying to locate anyone who attended 
Sequoyah High School in Tahlequah from 1968 - 
1972, especially the 1972 graduates, to attend the 
Alumni Reunion in May 2002. 

The Alumni Association will be honoring 
the class of ‘72 for their 30th year reunion. We 
have a challenge to beat the record for the highest 
reunion class attendance. The class of 1972 always 
liked a good challenge! 

Please contact Gretchen Bumgarner at P.O. 
Box 580910, Tulsa, OK 74158-0910, (918) 836- 
1667, Gretchen72class@aol.com. 


Education Notice 

Higher Education in conjunction with 
Broward Community College (BCC) will be at 
the Hollywood Reservation DSO Building, 2nd 
floor Cultural Workshop room on Thursday, 
August 2, 2001, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

BCC will provide a One-Day Seminar 
to include: Overview of Broward Community 
College, Education Planning and Academic 
Advisement, Placement Testing for New 
Students, Admission and Application Process, 
Registration for Fall 2001 Classes, Financial 
Aid Workshop. 


Native Village Hosts Project 
Reclamation Bush Camp 


HOLLYWOOD — At first glance, the 
Native Village, tucked away on a one-acre parcel 
off busy State Road 7, appears little different from 
the other businesses vying for attention on the 
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. 

The rustic gift shop stocks jewelry, pot- 
tery and other crafts. There are also alligator and 
turtle products and assorted novelty items. 

But there the similarity ends. Beyond the 
gift shop is a world most are surprised to find in 
such close proximity to an urban center. A tradi- 
tional Seminole encampment replete with chickees 
(palm-thatched structures), and vegetation typical 
of the Everglades environment: cabbage palm, 
sawgrass, banyan, coontie (once an important 
Seminole food source) and arrowhead. 

Most surprising are the native and exotic 
wildlife on exhibit. Florida panthers, a tiger, a 
bear cub, a deer, a lynx, monitor lizards, alliga- 
tors, crocodiles, and snakes are safely tucked 
away in large pens and cages. Others, such as a 
pair of peahen, chickens and ducks, roam freely. 

This unique mix of flora and fauna has 
made Native Village a favorite of filmmakers, 
photographers and others seeking an unspoiled, 
yet accessible setting for their projects. Since its 


founding some 22 years ago, the facility has 
served as a backdrop for a number of location 
shoots, including those by National Geographic, 
“Animal Planet”, The Disney Channel, and MTV. 

Native Village is also a popular destina- 
tion for locals and visitors, who come to see the 
alligator capture demonstrations and snake identi- 
fication lectures. Clubs, community groups, and 
others also rent the facility as a venue for parties, 
weddings and other special events. 

Native Village will add, beginning in 
late June, the Project Reclamation Bush Camp. In 
a series of workshops, lectures, lecture-demonstra- 
tions, seminars and musical performances, partici- 
pants will learn about of Native American, African 
and African-derived cultures, including crafts, lan- 
guages, social organization, and history. 

Ed Osborne, camp organizer says; “We 
wanted this endeavor to include not only the sta- 
ple offerings but also activities that focus on some 
of the little-known aspects of the culture. 

To learn more about Project Reclamation 
Bush Camp offerings, contact Osborne at (954) 
893-1695 or Mike “Skeet” Johns, Native Village 
curator, at (954) 961-4519. 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida Shipping Schedule 2001 



Truck loading at Miccosukee Land Lease July 2001. 


By Tommy Benn 

Miccosukee Land Lease — Don 

Robertson started shipping the 2001 Calf-Crop 
from the Miccosukee Land Lease on July 7, 2001, 
and will be shipping from there until July 20, 2001. 

Cattle foreman of the Miccosukee Land 
Lease Gary Raulerson said the cattle were looking 
good and were in good shape for as many set backs 
that we’ve had. No pasture due to any rainfall, and 
low water table level’s don’t help to get the pas- 
tures back on the mend. Good especially this time 
of year to get the brood cows in shape in order for 
them to carry their next calf to term. 

Brighton’s Cattle Owner’s Shipping 
Schedule is: Monday July 30, 2001, Scotty 
“Cotton” Baxley, Joe Johns, Louise Gopher, Joe L. 
Johns, Happy Johns and Ada Bowers. 

Tuesday July 31, 2001, Eddie Shore, L.D. 
“Buster” Baxley Jr., Agnes Bert, Joe H. Tiger, 

Rosie Billie, Matthew Gopher, Johnny Tucker, and 
Douglas Smith. 

Wednesday August 1, 2001 Polly Hayes, 
Andrew Bowers, Willie Gopher Jr., Shula Jones, 
Timmy Johns, and Connie Whidden. 

Thursday August 2, 2001 Howard Micco, 
Lillian Bowers, Norman Johns, Roger Smith, Jack 
Smith Sr., Lottie Shore and Wonder Johns. 


Friday August 3, 2001 Tina Gore, Jack 
Smith Jr., Harjo Osceola Estate, Lola Gopher, 
Behula Gopher, Madeline Tongkeamah, and the 
Johnny Buck Estate. 

Saturday August 4, 2001 Stanlo Johns, 
Archie Johns, Robbie Chalfant, Addie Osceola, 
Patty Waldron and Billy Joe Johns. 

Big Cypress Cattle Owners Shipping 
Schedule for 2001 is: Monday August 6, 2001 Joe 
Osceola Sr., Paul Bowers, Richard Bowers, Rudy- 
Cicero Osceola and Carl Baxley. 

Tuesday August 7, 2001 Clifton Billie, 
Jonah Cypress & Esther Buster, Sam Frank, Jack 
Motlow, Jimmy and Mike Smith and Agnes 
Cypress. 

Wednesday August 8, 2001 Ernie Bert, 
Mary Jene Koenes & Albert Estate, Joe Frank, Jack 
Motlow and Moses & Naha Jumper. 

Thursday August 9, 2001 Mary Jumper, 
Billie and Anita Johns, Mondo Tiger, Joe B. 
Osceola and Roberta Sherlock. Friday August 10, 
2001 the Jimmy Cypress Estate. 

If any cattle owners have a problem with 
their work day contact the Cattle & Range Offices 
at the following Reservations Brighton (863) 763- 
5020 or Big Cypress (863) 983-4141. 


2001 Seminole 4-H Awards 


By Tommy Benn 

CLEWISTON — Five award ban- 
quets were held recently to acknowledge the 
hard work and dedication put forth by 
Seminole 4-H club members. Tribal leaders 
Richard Henry, David Cypress, Carl Baxley, 
Max Osceola Jr., and Elaine Aguilar sponsored 
award banquet dinners on their respective 
reservations. 

Merit awards were given out as fol- 
lows: 

Grand Champion Swine - Joshua 


Young, Reserve Grand Champion Swine - 

Roy Stewert, Most Weight Gain - Bonnie 
Davis, Senior Showmanship - Andrew 
Bowers, Junior Showmanship -Kerwin 
Miller. 

Steer Merit Awards for outstanding 
steers went to: Grand Champion Steer - 
Mary Huff, Reserve Grand Champion - 
Holly Johns, Most Weight Gain - Clint 
Hutchinson, Senior Showmanship - Paul 
Bowers Jr., Junior Showmanship - Kayla 
Bowers. Record books merit awards were won 
by Sheyanna and Shelby Osceola 
who both had perfect scores of 100% 
on their books. 

Steer Cattle Owners 
Premiums Merits were presented to 
Grand Champion Steer - Mr. 

Scotty “Cotton” Baxley, Reserve 
Grand Champion Steer - Mrs. Patty 
Waldron 

With a club membership of 
over 120 strong taking an active role 
on all reservations, it is easy to see 
why Seminole 4-H is such an out- 
standing program. Like any other 
winning structured program the 4-H’s 
leadership and volunteer base are at 
the core to its continued success. 

The 4-H program graduated 
two seniors this year, Rachel Billie 
and Samantha Jimmie. The 4-H lead- 
ers wish both girls all the best in the 
future and in all they chose to do. 



Mary Huff with prize-winning steer 


Calling All Steers 



By Tommy Benn 

Seminole Country — Another year 
has come and gone, and once again, it’s 
time to start looking for 4-H project 
steers. This year, as in years past, 
all 4-H project steers must come 
from Tribal-owned herds: cattle 
owned by Seminoles, or from 
the Board herds. 

Don Robertson, 

Natural Resource Director 
and Tribal cattle foreman, 
will assist 4-H’ers in select- 
ing correct and show quality 
project steers. Feel free to 
contact individual cattle 
operators, they might have an 
outstanding individual animal 
for a project steer in their pas- 
ture. 

The cow crews will be 
busy shipping, and if they know 
you are looking for a show steer, they 
will keep an eye out for you. The ship 
ping season will start at the Miccosukee Land 
Lease on July 9-20, contact Gary Raulerson, cattle fore- 
man, if you are in the market for a show steer. 


“Cotton” Baxley, cattle foreman at Brighton, 
is scheduled to ship from July 30 through 
August 5. Big Cypress will ship next on 
August 6 - August 10, Joey Henry 
will assist in selecting steers as 
needed. 

The Parker Island lease 
shipping date has not been set, 
Jerry Skates, cattle foreman, 
will be keeping his eyes open 
for any exceptional individu- 
als in Highlands County 
herd. 

4-H Director Polly 
Hayes asks that when 
searching for your project 
animal, do not enter any 
pastures without the owner’s 
permission. You may pick up 
cattle purchase agreement forms 
from 4-H leaders on your reserva- 
tions. 

Make the 2002 Seminole 
Show and Sale the best ever, it’s a lot of 
hard work but worth all your efforts. You get 
out what you are willing to put it in. 


Dr. Siudmak 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 



961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony "Tnny" Srah-sc 
Irrhal Member f'ltcfihi of in let a 



special needs and concerns. I f you 01 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring ul n lawyer is tin import tin I decision Lhsi shmild nut be 
bnjtrtf sufclv upon itdu'rlJjvnit'JiU. Bt'furv y ou tfcchhv hsR us to scutl 
ymi free w rillen into mini Inn ahmil our quaEtfical'tous anri experience. 
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Bikes 

Continued from page 1 

join in and ride along. Although the club 
is not yet officially sponsored, Hollywood 
Councilman Max Osceola has provided 
funds for accommodations on over-night 
trips. £ 

Presently, the club has no presi- § 
dent or other officers, but Ronnie Billie “ 
took the lead during Saturday’s ride. The | 
bikes, mostly Harleys with a few Indians, M 
were an impressive sight as they roared 
out of the parking lot of the Safari. 

The group headed out towards 
Montura Ranches, then wound around and 
rode through Immokalee. Several vehi- 
cles followed along behind the riders with 
provisions of cold drinks and snacks for 
petrol stops and with their restless young- 
sters who eagerly awaited those breaks 
where they could plead with their dad to 
let them ride with them on the bikes- usu- 
ally to no avail. 

Although the weather was hot 
and dark clouds threatened, the trip was 
rain- free and the riders could not have 
asked for a more beautiful day. The 
group stopped at Everglades City for gas 
before the last leg of their trip onto the 
Miccosukee , 40 miles down the road. 

Once they reached the Osceola 
camp, they were treated to a delicious bar- 
beque dinner prepared by Marla Sanders, 



Ronnie Billie was leader of the pack. 



Here they come! 


her sister, and mom. A reggae band was 
in full swing, and games were planned for 
the riders and their entourage. Contests 
were held for the biggest bike, the oldest 
bike, the dirtiest bike and many other cat- 
egories. Good natured bantering between 
the riders ranged from the size of their 
equipment to their riding skills. 

Although the group had a good 
turnout for the ride, Ronnie Billie said he 
would like to see more young people get 
involved in local activities, such as the 
bike club. Many of the riders said they 
relieved stress by riding, as it gives them 
a great feeling of freedom from all their 
personal worries. ^ 

After enjoying the afternoon in © 
Trail, the group headed to the Miccosukee » 
Resort where some decided to spend the g 
night before the long ride home the fol- « 
lowing morning. All in all, it was an 
excellent ride for the group, and everyone 
was looking forward to next month’s run. 

At present, a destination has not yet been 
scheduled. 


Anyone wanting to join these 
enthusiasts is welcome. Contact Ronnie 
Billie in Big Cypress or Ricky Doctor at 
Recreation for more information. 



Ricky Doctor shines up his Harley. 



End of the trail. 


Big Cypress Recreation Youth visits (i Sun Splash ” 



BC Recreation youth pause for a pose. 


By Barbara Secody 

CAPE CORAL — The 

Summer Youth Recreation program is in 
full swing this season, and the young 
people are having the time of their lives 
- not to mention the staff and youth 
workers who “tough it out” at the vari- 
ous fun spots throughout the State. So 
far in the month of June, the youth have 
taken trips to go bowling, to the movies, 
and have visited Butterfly World and 
Billie Swamp Safari. They have gone 
fishing, ice-skating, roller-skating - and 'g 
their favorite - so far - is a toss-up J 
between trail riding and “Sun- Splash” 2 
water theme park. ■£ 

On June 29 th Recreation staff « 
Ricky Doctor, Isiah Billie, Robert 
Robertson and student youth workers 
filled two vans with approximately 30 
young people from Big Cypress for a 
trip to “Sun- Splash” Water Park in Cape 
Coral. 

Once in the gate, the kids 
seemed to evaporate into the crowds - 
some heading for the giant water slides - 
and others opting for the “lazy river”. A 
couple of the young ladies treated them- 
selves to hair braiding, yet another serv- 
ice offered at the facility for a nominal 
fee. The staff and chaperones are to be 
commended for their dedication to these 
kids - never losing track of them for 



Double your pleasure. 


even a moment. James Hall from 
Seminole Broadcasting was also on hand 
to film the days’ activities; and also 
helped keep an eye on the youth - who 
flitted from one attraction to another. 

Although the kids enjoyed a 
beautiful sunny day, by 2 o’clock the 
clouds were starting to move in - and so 
were the hunger pangs. The next feat 
facing the staff was the roundup of all 
the kids. Other guests at the park 
watched in amazement at the team work 
as the staff tracked down the small 
groups telling them to “get changed - 
we’re going to Burger King.” That’s all 
it took to assure full cooperation. In less 
than 30 minutes, the entire group was 
out of the water, dressed and boarding 
the vans - ready to have lunch “their 
way.” 

After pausing for group photos, 
it was off to Burger King. When the 
group converged on the restaurant, 
workers went into high gear to fill all the 
orders - doing their best to ensure that 
everyone got exactly what they 
ordered. As a couple of the Big 
Cypress staff seated the kids and 
kept order, others were picking up 
the food and delivering it to the 
tables. As far as 
everyone getting 
exactly what they 
ordered - that was a 
little too much to ask. 
However, with mini- 
mal complaints, they 
settled for what they 
were given and soon 
forgot about it not 
being what they had 
ordered. 

By the time 
the group had fin- 
ished their meal, a 
torrential rain had 
begun, accompanied 
by booms of thunder 


and flashes of lightening. People in 
Florida take these types of storms very 
seriously, as this state is known as the 
lightening capitol of the world. Each 
year lightening claims the lives of many 
of those who have dared challenge 
Mother Nature by venturing out in one 
of these storms. The Burger King staff 
was very accommodating to the group 
who had to sit out the storm inside until 
it was safe to make a run for the vans to 
begin their trek back to Big Cypress. It 
had been a great day, and the weekend 
was at hand, but everyone - for a change 
- said they were looking forward to 
Monday - and another adventure. 

With two months remaining 
before school starts up again, the youth 
are looking forward to return trips to 
some of their favorite spots as well as 
getting to explore new ventures sched- 
uled for them. (Check Summer Youth 
Recreation Schedule for your 
Reservation at the gymnasiums.) 



Such a big tube for such a small girl!. 



Everyone was treated to lunch at Burger King 


FCW 

Continued from page 1 

Miccosukees own Chief White 
Eagle met his match against Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese (who recently 
appeared on “Wrestlemania”). Dubbed the 
“I quit” match, Chief White Eagle showed 
“The Dumpster” that Miccosukees don’t 
quit and walked away with the win. 

The “Exotic Lazz,” who resem- 
bled a younger version of Boy George, 
took on Sean Alexander. Seeing is believ- 
ing, and believe it, Lazz won the match. 

Next on the lineup was the 
much-anticipated Grudge Match, which 
pitted former partners, Blackhart #1, man- 
aged by “Jake the Snake” wannabe 
Abudadein, against Blackhart #2, man- 
aged by Billie Swamp Safari’s own Gator 
John. 

The loser was to be required to 
unmask before the crowd. The match 
went on and on with both contenders 
being nearly pinned several times. The 
crowd roared when Blackhart #1 pinned 
his former partner to take the win. This 
year, Gator John was able to avoid a pre- 
event beating (he was tossed into the 
swamp last year), making the defeat of 
Blackhart #2 less agonizing. 

The highlight of the night finally 
came with the “Custody” match between 
Bobby Rogers and Jodi X, as in “ex”- 
wife. It was reported that the future of 
the family dog, Bheanan, hung in the bal- 
ance of this match, as the winner would 
take the dog. 

It was no secret who was the 
female favorite. Women always stick 
together, and this match was no excep- 
tion. The female spectators offered to Jodi 
X many nasty tricks and illegal maneu- 
vers she may want to incorporate in her 
assault on her ex-husband. 

It began to look like the dog was 
not so much the prize as the satisfaction 
gained from kicking Bobby’s “assets” (his 
interest in the dog, of course) out from 
under him. It was a sad day for Bobby 
Rogers, as a triumphant Jody X won cus- 
tody of Bheanan as well as bragging 
rights from her ex-husband in front of 
hundreds of spectators. 

The grand finale was the FCW 
Title match between reigning champion 
Anthony Adonis, FCW’s “fair-haired 
boy,” versus challenger Chris Charger. 
Adonis, favored by most of the crowd, 
maneuvered around his opponent with the 
impressive skills of a pro wrestler. 



Exotic Lazz smiles after winning his 
match 


Although Charger tried his best, 
he could not hold on to the elusive three- 
counts it took to pin Adonis, and wound 
up on the receiving end as Adonis 
retained his championship title. 

Jumpin’ Jack Gorton, who served 
as special referee for the event, had some 
exciting news about a new organization in 
the works. He, along with Seminole 
wrestler Joe Gomez, have been meeting 
with Native American wrestlers to start a 
Native American Wrestling Federation. 

It will consist of only Native 
American wrestlers from all over the 
United States. The goal of the organiza- 
tion will coincide with each reservation’s 
tradition and customs. In September, 
when the Seminole Tribe will host an 
event, he plans to promote the Seminole 
culture with chickees and frybread. The 
event will open with a traditional prayer 
and traditional dancing. 

Gorton said that promo shoots 
have been scheduled and will be sent out 
to over 600 recreation directors in Indian 
Country to invite these tribes to join the 
Federation. Each tribe will eventually 
host an event on their reservation, pre- 
senting their own traditions and culture. 

Gorton further stated that there 
are currently no Native American 
Wrestling Federations, and believes this is 
the start of something big for Indian 
wrestlers. The Federation would be limit- 
ed to only Native Americans and incorpo- 
rate the sharing of tribal tradition and cul- 
ture. More information will be reported, 
as it becomes available. 



Navajo Warriors, Classy Chris and Big Vito. 


Ahfachkee Students Do It Again 


Below is a breakdown of the scores by school Year: 

Math 

Partially 

Proficient 

Proficient 

Advanced 

1996-1997 

74% 

26% 

0% 

1997-1998 

19% 

79% 

2% 

1998-1999 

24% 

60% 

16% 

1999-2000 

11% 

69% 

20% 

2000-2001 

16% 

48% 

36% 

Language Arts 

Partially 

Proficient 

Proficient 

Advanced 

1996-1997 

66% 

34% 

0% 

1997-1998 

17% 

79% 

4% 

1998-1999 

14% 

76% 

10% 

1999-2000 

9% 

73% 

18% 

2000-2001 

6% 

68% 

26% 


Over the past 
four school years, the 
Ahfachkee School staff 
has had a lot to brag 
about. Each year we 
think “Well, the stan- 
dardized test scores 
went up so much this 
year, but how will we 
feel next year when we 
don’t make such large 
gains?” So far, we 
have not had that expe- 
rience because for the 
fourth consecutive 
year, the Ahfachkee 
students have increased 
their achievement 
scores. 

In our reports 
to the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Office of 
Indian Education we 
are asked to classify our student’s test 
scores as either “Partially Proficient”, 
“Proficient” or “Advanced”. Over the past 
four years our students classified as 
“Partially Proficient” has decreased by 
58% in Math and 60% in Language Arts. 
Our students classified as “Advanced” has 
risen from zero in both Math and 
Language Arts to 36% and 26% respec- 
tively. Language Arts scores contains 
within them the student’s scores in read- 
ing. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has 
a goal that all Indian children be “inde- 
pendent readers” by the end of the third 
grade. Presently, most of our children fin- 
ish the first grade as independent readers. 
As of the end of this school year, 84% of 
our students are classified as “Proficient” 


or “Advanced” in Math and 94% of them 
are classified as “Proficient” or 
“Advanced” in Reading. 

This is an example of the result 
that can be obtained by all Seminole chil- 
dren. This success can occur when they 
are taught in a small school whose com- 
plete purpose is to provide the finest qual- 
ity education while working in a manner 
which honors and complements the 
Seminole culture. 

The staff of the Ahfachkee 
School would like to say a special “thank 
you” for the support of parents, communi- 
ty members and tribal leaders who made it 
possible for us to have another outstand- 
ing school year. We look forward to the 
2001-02 school year working closely with 
the Seminole people preparing the next 
generation of Seminole Leaders. 


Education Notice 

Higher Education in conjunction with Broward Community College 
(BCC) will be at the Big Cypress Reservation Cattle & Range Office on Tuesday, 
July 31, 2001 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

BCC will provide a One-Day Seminar to include: Overview of Broward 
Community College, Education Planning and Academic Advisement, Placement 
Testing for New Students, Admission and Application Process, Registration for Fall 
2001 Classes, and Financial Aid Workshop. 
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4th of July Brighton Blowout 


By Tommy Benn 

BRIGHTON — Councilman John Wayne 
Huff, along with Brighton Board Representative 
Alex Johns, joined together to make the 4th of July 
Brighton blowout celebration a fun filled experience 
for the young and young at heart. 

Kevin Osceola and staff did an outstanding 
job of keeping everything moving and interesting 
for those that participated or just watched. A special 
Thanks to Joanne Jones, Richard Osceola and 
Parker Jones and the other volunteers who helped 
make the 2-day spectacular a huge success. 

The early morning 6:30 a.m. walk to the 
bridge started the days activities then it was time for 
the golfers to “Tee off’, with playing beginning at 
8:20 a.m. 

The Youth activities (grades K-12) started 
at 9:00 a.m. with sack races, an obstacle course 
race, a softball throw, and relay races. The Skeet 
Shoot was scheduled to start at 10:00 a.m. A lunch 
break was followed by volleyball, horseshoes and 
the challenge of the day: the tug of war. 

The 4th of July activities are for Tribal 
members, their spouses, and Tribal employees and 
their families. 

The field races were exciting to watch as 
everyone ran for the prize money and the prestige of 
being the fastest or best in a given event on the 
reservation for a whole year. 

The Sack Races finished in this order: 
Kindergarten, 1st place Devon Jones, 2nd place 
Ashton Beer, 3rd place Deandra Osceola. 1st and 
2nd Grades: 1st place Kristina Osceola, 2nd place 
Tommy Jackson, 3rd place Sheila Jones. 3rd - 5th 
Grade Boys: 1st place Seth Randolph, 2nd place 
Justin Aldridge, 3rd place Dayne Johns. 6th - 8th 
Grade Girls, 1 st place Pristina Stockton, 2nd place 
Audrey Snow, 3rd place, Megan Jones. -6th - 
8thGradeBoys 1 st place Adrian Baker, 2nd place 
Johnnie Jones and 3rd place Troy Billie. 

Golf (10 and under): 1st place Brandon 
Billie, (11 - 14) Reba Osceola. 

Horseshoes (10 and under) 1st: Justin 
Aldridge, Lois Billie, 2nd place Trent Osceola, Jesse 
Osceola, 3rd Breanna Billie with Josh Madrigal, 4th 
Brett Spener and Sheila Jones. (11 - 14 years) 1st 
Lysandra Osceola, Troy Billie, 2nd Hilliard Gopher, 
Reba Osceola, 3rd Johnnie Jones, Megan Jones. (15 
- 17 years) 1st Kyle Doney, Nikkie Osceola, 
2nd:Tavars Stockton, Prestina Stockman, 3rd: 
Andrew Bowers, Holly Johns. 

Volleyball Youth: 1st: Brian Aldridge team, 2nd 
Johnnie Jones team, 3rd: the Kyle Doney team. 
Fishing Tournament Bass (ages 17 and under): 1st 
Kelton Smedley, weighing in at 2 lb. 1 oz., 2nd 
Erena Billie, with a lib, 6 oz catch, 3rd: Jacoby 
Johns weighing in at 1 lb., 1 oz. Bream: 1st Jenna 
McDuffie, whose catch totaled 6 oz., 2nd a tie 
between Breanna Billie and Gabriella S., each 
weighed in at 5oz’s. 3rd: a four way split between 



Korvette Billie, Prestina Stockton, Traves Stockton 
and Seth Randolph, at 4 oz. a piece. Catfish: 1st: 
Kelton Smedley’s catfish of 1 lb. 9 oz. 2nd: 

Marcela Snow. Mudfish: 1st: Clint Bowers, his fish 
weighed 3 lbs., 3rd: Arianna Cypress 2 lb. fish. 
Garfish: 4 lb. and 6 oz. was Daylon Chalfant win- 
ning weight taking 1 st place, 2nd place with a 
weight of 3 lbs. 7 oz. went to Pierson Hunsinger, 
Justin Chalfant’ s fish tipped the scale with 2 lbs. 8 
oz. for 3rd place. 

Golf Closest to the Pin (18 - 49) Women: 
Terry Hahn, winning with a 12.6 foot shot, 2nd: 
Amanda Smith, with a 1 5 foot shot, Diane Smith 
held on to 3rd place with her 46’, 1” try. Women (50 
and over): closest was Agnes Bert for 1st place, 
while Mable Haught finished in 2nd place. Men (18 
- 49): Matt Gopher was closest with a 29.7 foot shot, 
followed by Reno Osceola with a 30.5 foot attempt, 
John Madrigal laid the ball in at 36.6 feet to the pin 
for 3rd place. (50 & Over): Reverend Howard 
Micco was closest to the pin with a shot of 14.10 
feet to capture 1st place. 

Skeet Shoot (18 - 49) Women: Emma 
Urbina, followed by Cathie Martin in 2nd place, 
Lesley Beer took 3rd place. (18 - 49) Men’s group 
1st: Billy Osceola, Vernon Baker shot his way to 
2nd place, Pemell Bert third place. (50 & Over) 

Men: Russell Osceola out shot Howard Micco to 
win the class. 

Fishing (50 & Over) Women: 
Bream: Lola Gopher’s fish weighed in 
at 12 oz. to take 1st place, 2nd: Alice 
Sweat with a 7 oz. fish, and Jennie 
Johns’ 3rd place fish weighed 5 oz. 
Catfish: Betsey Tommie won 1st place 
with a 1 lb. 7 oz. catch, Marie Tommie 
took 2nd place, her fish weighed lib. 
5oz. Mudfish: Marie Tommie was the 
winning angler with a 1 lb. 2 oz. catch, 
she also caught a garfish that weighed 2 
lbs., you can honestly say “Marie 
Knows Fishing!” 

Fishing (50 & over) Men: It must 
have been Wonder John’s day as the 
elder angler won three classes for the 
day; Catfish, Mudfish and Garfish. 
Fishing (18 - 49) Women: Bass; 

Emma Urbina’s fish tipped the scale for 
1st place with a weight of 2 lbs., 2 oz., 

See BRIGHTON, page 16 



Ahfachkee School 2000 - 2001 School Year 

Incentive Awards 


PreKinder garten : 

Malari Baker - PreK Excellence 
Aiden Bowers - PreK Excellence 
Levi Billie - PreK Excellence 
Sarah Osceola - PreK Excellence 
Symphony Osceola - PreK Excellence 
Andre Landin - PreK Excellence 
Katinna Jumper - PreK Excellence 

Kindergarten: 

Tyler Cypress - Kindergarten Excellence 
Ray el Billie - Kindergarten Excellence 
Rodni Mercer - Kindergarten Excellence 

First Grade: 

Malachi Baker - First Grade Excellence 
Anthony Balentine - First Grade Excellence 
Kane Bettelyoun - First Grade Excellence 
Adrienne Cypress - First Grade Excellence 
Jalen Cypress - First Grade Excellence 
Monique Jimmie - First Grade excellence 
Cooper Rivers - First Grade Excellence 
Tucomah Robbins - First Grade Excellence 
Danni Tommie - First Grade Excellence 
Stevie Billie - First Grade Excellence 

Second Grade: 

Kaylee Jumper - Second Grade Excellence 
Catlen Tommie - Second Grade Excellence 
Jonathan Robbins - Second Grade Excellence 
Daylyn Hall - Second Grade Excellence & Excellent 
Punctuality 

Ryan Cypress - Excellent Attendance & Excellent 
Punctuality 

Third Grade: 

Clayton Hall - A Average 
Rubi-Anne Alexander - B Average 
Kelcie Jumper - B Average 
Justina Billie - B Average 

Fourth Grade: 


Lauren Bowers - A Average & Excellent Attendance 
Cody Billie - B Average & Excellent Punctuality 
Micco Billie - B Average 

Fifth Grade: 

Katrina Bettelyoun- A Average 
Alex Cypress - A Average 

Dawna Cypress - A Average & Excellent Attendance 

& Excellent Punctuality 

Stephanie Hall - A Average 

Ryan Osceola - A Average 

Serena Green - A Average 

Kayla Bowers - B Average 

Tiffany Billie - B Average & Excellent Punctuality 
Herschel Frank - B Average 

Sixth Grade: 

Klaressa Osceola - A Average & Excellent 
Attendance 

Summer Billie - B Average 
Benny Hernandez - Excellent Punctuality 
Kaylynn Pewo - Excellent Punctuality 
Sawena Otero - Excellent Punctuality 

Seventh & Eighth Grades: 

Victoria Hernandez - B Average & Excellent 
Attendance & Excellent Punctuality 
Paige Osceola - B Average & Excellent Punctuality 
Jessalyn Balentine - Excellent Attendance & 
Excellent Punctuality 

Meredith Bullard - Excellent Attendance & 

Excellent Punctuality 

Jodi Simone - Excellent Punctuality 

High School: 

Lindsey King - A Average & Excellent Attendance 
& Excellent Punctuality 
Daniel Bullard - B Honor Roll & Excellent 
Attendance & Excellent Punctuality 
Wilson Bowers - B Honor Roll & Excellent 
Attendance & Excellent Punctuality 
Charley Cypress - Excellent Punctuality 
Dakotah Cypress - Excellent Attendance 
Obadiah Osceola - Excellent Attendance 


New Kid in Brighton 


Kano Bert Puente was born July 3, 2001 at 
1 : 49 p.m. in Sebring, FL. He weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz. 
Proud parents are Avalon and Eric Puente. Big 
brother is Eric Jaden Puente. Maternal grandmother 
is Agnes Bert and paternal grandmother is Sylvia 
Puente. 


Seminole in Gatorland 



Brighton Calendar 

BRIGHTON — Mark your calendar 
for the following happenings in the Brighton 
Community. 

July 28 . Eastern Indian Rodeo at 
Hollywood. 

July 31 st :Brighton Staff Birthday 
Party, a luncheon celebrating all staff member 
Birthday’s in the months of July and August. 

August 17 , 18^ and 19 . Native 
American Sport Association (NASA), adult 
men and women’s softball (women) and base- 
ball (men) tournament. Participating competi- 
tors are members of the Southwestern tribes. 
The Seminole Tribe at the Brighton Reservation 
hosts this year’s tournament. 

August 27 , 28^ and 29 . Native 
American Youth Organization (NAYO) -youth 
softball and baseball tournaments, competing 
this year are young members from all 
Southwestern Tribes. 



Jarrid Smith and University of Florida Gator Coach Steve Spurrier 


By Tommy Benn 

GAINESVILLE — 

Brighton resident Jarrid Lee 
Smith traveled to University 
of Florida hallowed ground 
as he participated in Head 
Coach Steve Spurrier’s Gator 
Football Camp. This was 
Jarrid’s sixth year in 
Spurrier’s Camp. His grand- 
father, a Bull Gator Fan, the 
late Fred Smith sent him a 

three years and Mom, J 

Camellia Osceola has sent 
him for the last three. | 

The 16-year-old £ 

Okeechobee High School 
Junior stands 6 ’2” and tips 
the scales at 225 pounds. 

The outstanding 
Gator Camp program is 
designed to bring the most 
out of young area football 
prospects. Giving camp par- 
ticipants a decisive edge in playing fundamentals, 
both physical and mental, when they return to their 
own hometown football programs. 

Smith started for the Okeechobee High 
School Brahmans as defensive tackle last year, 
moved to the offensive line for the 2001 season. 
Smith, who feels content to play either side of the 
line, will make the adjustment easily for Coach 
McKee and his Okeechobee Brahmans’ staff. Being 
able to play any line position will enhance the young 
Seminole’s chances for getting a college scholarship; 
each position he can play is another feather in his 
cap. 


Voted Outstanding Offensive Player by the 
Gator’s Camp Offensive Coach this year, Smith 
worked hard for the award and proved himself dur- 
ing training camp. 

Jarrid maintained a 3.0 plus grade points 
average in school this past year. This summer he is 
working for Kevin Osceola at Brighton Recreation, 
in the Seminole Summer Youth Program. 

Jarrid also enjoyed his 4-H steer project last 
year and is planning on fitting another steer for the 
2001 4-H Show and Sale. 


ULTIMATE 

TRAVEL & 

ENTERTAIN - 



Life is too shor 
to sit in the back 

We offer up-fror 
seating for: 

Concerts 


❖ 


Theatre 




Sports 




Local & 
Nationwide 
events 


Upcoming Events: 

❖ Aaron Carter 

❖ Madonna ❖ 

❖ The Go Go<*s 
❖ N Syn* 

❖ Blink 1*2 

❖ Tim McGrav^ 

❖ Sugar Ra^ 

❖ Sade*> 

❖ Janet Jackson 

❖ Destiny s CMlc 
❖ Godsmack/Def tone 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8495 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Naomi Jim 

Naomi Jim - 
Student Profile 


By Janice Billie 

NAPLES — Naomi Jim is 
a beautiful sixteen-year old Seminole 
Tribal citizen who lives just outside 
of Naples and attends Gulf Coast 
High School in Naples, FL. She is 
the daughter of Herbert R. Jim and 
Leah Brach, her Seminole grandpar- 
ents are Rainy Jim and the late Alice 
Jim of Ochopee, FL. 

Like a small number of 
Seminole citizens, Naomi was born 
and raised off the reservation. 
However, she has always been aware 
of her heritage and culture and lives 
comfortably today between both 
worlds. 

Currently she is attending 
summer school in an effort to raise 
her average in one of her classes. 
Generally, she receives B’s and C’s. 
A big motivation in keeping up her 
grades is her avid involvement in the 
ROTC program at Gulf Coast High. 
Her participation in the program 
started in the ninth grade. She holds 
the rank of Master Sargent, which 
she achieved in half a year, and is a 
platoon leader. 

She is a member of the 
Color Guard, which encompasses the 
Saber Guard, the Honor Guard, the 
Drill Team, and the Raiders. Being a 
member of the Raiders, the physical 
and military training part of the pro- 
gram, is what initially drew Naomi 
to the ROTC program. Naomi states, 
“It involves extreme physical 
endurance and is very competitive, I 
wanted to challenge myself and see 
if I could do it.” Aside from the 
physical challenges she says she also 
appreciates the discipline of the pro- 
gram. The drill team has helped her 
in coordination skills and the Saber 
Guard has helped her develop pride 
in being a part of something positive. 

Her competitive edge is not 
immediately apparent due to her soft 
spoken and regal manner. She 
describes herself as “open and easy 
going.” Her mother states, “ her 
heart is just as beautiful as her physi- 
cal appearance, she is a good human 
being who will stand up for what she 
feels is right and fair.” 

Naomi plans to attend col- 
lege after high school, probably at 
USF in Tampa to study criminology. 
After college she wants to join the 
Army to become an MP (Military 
Police). Eventually, she plans to 
return home and begin a career in 
law enforcement. 

Conveying a steadfast opti- 
mism and youthful determination 
towards life’s challenges, Naomi 
talks of her aspirations without a hint 
of doubt that it will be as she 
dreams. 



Naomi Jim 


Holt 

Continued from page 1 

The boot camp is a 21 -day com- 
mitment that includes lodging, meals, 
unlimited bulls, personal videos, state of 
the art drills, one-on-one evaluations, as 
well as revolutionary training devices. 
Leffew also includes an exercise program 
complete with weight training, as well as 
positive thinking discussions. For free 
time, the ranch is located in such close 
proximity to the beach that the campers 
might enjoy rollerblading, tennis or the 
California beaches. 

Gary Leffew is the former World 
Champion Bull Rider, eight-time NFR 
qualifier and average winner and past Bull 
Riding Director for the Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association. His progres- 
sive training and techniques have pro- 
duced more PRCA, College, HSRA, 


Canadian and Senior Pro Champions than 
any other school of its kind. 

Gary Leffew explains that his 
teaching methods are a combination of 
several factors, personal experience, 
studying the best bull riders of all time 
and observing the mental attitude com- 
mon among the great champions in rodeo. 
He says that there are really only two 
major areas involved in learning to ride 
bulls; first a clear set of rules that every 
bull rider must follow in order to make a 
successful ride and the mental attitude of 
the rider. Leffew does emphasize that bull 
riding is not for everyone. Yet the infor- 
mation taught at his clinic are lessons and 
knowledge that can be applied to any 
sport, lifestyle or profession one may 
choose. 

Have a safe trip Clinton! Look 
for complete details of Clinton’s “boot 
camp” experience in the upcoming issue 
of the Tribune. 


Congratulations To The Seniors Of 
The Class Of 2001 


As part of the Seminole 
Tribunes ’ ongoing effort to honor recent 
graduates, we recently spoke with three 
graduates, Amy Garza from Ft. Myers, 
Austin Billie from Hollywood, and 
Tabitha Marrero from Franklin, Georgia. 

Austin Billie- Austin is the 1 8- 
year-old son of Leoma Poore and Dana 
Poore from 
Hollywood. 

He has 
recently 
graduated 
from 

Hollywood 
Hills High 
School and is 
a member of 
the Panther 
clan. His 
plans this 
summer are 
to work at 
the Casino Austin Billie 

and, in the 
fall, to attend 

Florida Atlantic University possibly 
majoring in Psychology. 

While in high school Austin was 
part of the wrestling team and is presently 
a member of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association. His event is Bull Riding, 
although he admits that he is having an 
“off year.” It’s okay Austin, your accom- 
plishments, thus far, overshadow your 
slowing in bull riding. 

When asked what advice he 
could offer to a younger child Austin 
says, “Have a base to build on, find your 
incentive and then stay focused.” Austin’s 
base was making his family proud and 
staying focused. Congratulations Austin 
on a job well done! 

Amy Garza- Amy is the 18- 
year-old daughter of Delores Campo and 
Raymond Garza. Amy has recently gradu- 
ated from Academy High School in Ft. 
Myers. She 
has two sis- 
ters and one 
brother. Amy 
is a member 
of the 

Panther Clan; 
she is also 
the mother of 
1 -year-old 
daughter 
Haley. 

Although her 
advice would 
be to wait to 
have children 


until you have your life in order, she has 
no regrets and absolutely loves being a 
mother. 

Her plans this summer are to 
work hard and save money. In the Spring 
she plans to start classes at Florida Gulf 
Coast University working towards her 
Associate in Arts Degree with eventual 
plans of entering law school. She would 
like to acknowledge and thank Vivian for 
all her efforts in gathering the necessary 
information and applications for school. 
Mostly she thanks her mother and daugh- 
ter for all their support. Best of luck and 
congratulations on your accomplishments 
Amy! 

Tabitha Marrero - Tabitha is 
the 17-year-old daughter of Sandy Lane 
of Georgia and Efrain Marrero of 
Immokalee. Tabitha has recently graduat- 
ed from West Georgia Technical College 
where she has received her GED graduat- 
ing with honors. She originally attended 
public school, but after experiencing 
problems, she then decided to complete 
her high school education at West 
Georgia. 

While in school, Tabitha partici- 
pated in a number of activities. She is a 
Fancy Shaw and Butterfly pow-wow 
dancer and has traveled all over the nation 
performing. She also performs at pro- 
grams at colleges and elementary schools 
in hopes of educating the general public 
about Native American traditions. She has 
definite plans to continue her dancing. 
Tabitha is also talented musically and 
played in the marching band while in high 
school. Musically, she has been told that 
her playing is possibly some of the best 
her music teacher has heard. Her musical 
ability being so good, she was asked to 
join the Honors Band, which travels 
throughout Europe. However, she has 
declined the offer, instead planning to 
attend the Institute of American Indian Art 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, majoring in 
Photography. 

This summer her plans are to 
visit her family in Immokalee, she leaves 
the 1 8th of July and will stay for a month 
before leaving for college. When asked 
what advice she had for younger students 
Tabitha offers this, “You can do anything 
you want to do, stay focused and don’t 
ever let other people change the kind of 
person you are or what you may want to 
do.” Excellent advice which Tabitha lives 
by. She wishes to thank her mom Sandy 
and step-mom Chris Marrero for always 
“staying on her butt,” as Tabitha puts it. 
The best of luck Tabitha in your future 
endeavors and congratulations! 




Amy Garza 


Congratulations to 
Sally Osceola 

By Virginia Mitchell 

On June 7, Sally Osceola was rec- 
ognized by American Heritage - American 
Academy at the Senior Dinner, held at The 
Signature Grand in Davie 

“This Senior has attended our 
school since the tenth grade. A senior honor 
roll student all year with a ranking of first 
in her class. She is an accomplished artist, 
finishing in first place at the Broward 
County Youth Fair in Graphic Design and 
computer graphics. She lettered three years 
in varsity basketball and 2 years in varsity 
track and has given over 50 hours of com- 
munity service this year. In the fall she will 
attend Nova Southeastern University major- 
ing in Psychology. A super person and 
overall delight, Nova Southeastern’s gain 
will defiantly our loss, it gives me great 
pleasure to introduce America Academy’s 
senior with the highest G.P.A. and outstand- 
ing senior for 2001, Sally Osceola” as pre- 
sented by Principal Peter. Gulotta. 

Followed with graduation ceremo- 
ny held at the Worship Center in Plantation, 
June 10 amongst her class of over 186 



Sally Osceola with Ambassador Joe Dan 
Osceola. 


graduating seniors. That evening Sally 
chose to have a pleasant dinner at Benihani 
restaurant in Fort Lauderdale where 
Seminole Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola 
treated her family and friends. 

Sally, I know has worked very 
hard all year and is capable of defeating 
any task put to her test. I feel you will 
make the best of all you have accom- 
plished. You deserve continued success 
with your education, we’re all very proud 
of you, Lily Why! 



Mother Linda Jim with daughters Sally Osceola and Jamie Osceola after graduation 
ceremony. 


Peter Hahn is Haskell University Bound 


By Tommy Benn 

LIVE OAK, FLORIDA — Peter 
Hahn, the son of Peter and Terry Johns 
Hahn, signed his letter of intent to play 
college football for Haskell Indian 
University in Lawrence, Kansas. 

Hahn, an outstanding Suwanee 
High School athlete who has been recog- 
nized statewide for his athletic abilities, 
chose to sign with Haskell’s Head 
Football Coach Graham Shelding to con- 
tinue his football career. 

Haskell is an accredited 
University founded in 1884 by the United 
States Government to provide higher edu- 
cation for tribal members of Federally- 
recognized Native American Indian 
Tribes. 

Graham Shelding has high 
expectations for the young Seminole from 
North Florida. Hahn had an unbelievable 
High School athletic career at Suwanee 
High School (SHS). Hahn played three 
sports while he attended SHS and was a 
threat in all three: Football, baseball and 
wrestling. Hahn was also an academic 
high school standout as well. 

Hahn led his SHS Bulldogs to 


the Florida State Championship as team 
quarterback and as team captain. Hahn, a 
team player who is versatile at various 
positions, excels in them all: defensive 
back, linebacker running back and also 
team kicker and punter. 

In his SHS football career, Hahn 
was seven times voted most valuable 
player, Most Valuable Player in Regional 
Championship games, Teams Most 
Valuable Offensive Player, and “Player of 
the Week”. Voted an All Area and All 
State Player. WQHL radio voted Hahn 
Player of the Year and Player of the 
Decade as well. 

His wrestling merits were 
unequal winning 73 matches and placing 
in 15 tournaments. Voted All Area for 
three years running. Hahn was a regional, 
District and All State finalist, a team cap- 
tain Hahn was also an Olympic Gold 
Medalist in the Indigenous Games twice. 

Baseball also awarded the young 
Seminole for his athletic attributes, voting 
him the 1 0th Man Utility Player Award 
Hahn played all outfields and catcher, and 
was also assigned as a designated hitter 
and base runner for SHS. 

Classmates voted Hahn 
Most Athletic for the Class 
of 2000. He was also voted 
Who’s who among High 
School athletics for four 
years, 97,98,99,00 respec- 
tively. The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida also recognized the 
young man’s accomplish- 
ments by awarding him as 
the Seminole Tribe’s 
Academic Athletic of the 
Year Award, as well as the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Scholarship Award. Peter 
carried a 3.0 grade point 
average. 

Hahn plans on obtaining 
his degree in Business 
Administration and studying 
Tribal Management at 
Haskell. Hahn is truly a 
young man who has proven 
hard work and dedication 
pays off both on and off the 
sports playing fields. With 
his work ethics, outlook on 
life, attitude and winning 
personality the young Hahn 
will walk his own path and 
make his way in life on his 
own terms. 



Peter Hahn 



Check . . . and double check . . . 

Look at each picture. How many differences can you find? 





The Seminole Tribune 


9 


July 27, 2001 


Sports ❖_Humpahleshke 

July 4th Bowling Bash Results 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — A bowling 
tournament was held at University Bowl 
as part of the Hollywood reservation’s 4th 
of July celebration. Eugene and Mary T. 
Bowers ran the event, which was spon- 
sored by Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola Jr. 

A three-game series, regular, 3-6- 
9, and no-tap, was held for the men and 
women. The bowlers were divided further 
into age groups: 18-49 years, 50 - 59 
years, and 60 and up. The event was open 
to all Tribal members and employees. 

Winners, with series total in 
parentheses, were as follows: 

Men 18 - 49: 1st place - 
Christian Osceola (751), 2nd place - 
Bobby Frank (719), 3rd place - Remus 
Griffin (700), 4th place - Mike Micco 


(691), 5th place - Hyde Gopher (663), 6th 
place - Phil Bowers (650), 7th place - 
Ollie Wareham (642), 8th place - Mitch 
Osceola (635), 9th place - Joey Micco 
(616), 10th place - Shawn Willie (581). 

Women 18 - 49: 1st place - 
Patricia Wilcox (647), 2nd place - Shana 
Frank (601), 3rd place - Terri Frank 
(572), 4th place - Monica Cypress (536), 
5th place - Reina Micco (531), 6th place 
- Michelle Osceola (522), 7th place - 
Denise Morin (521), 8th place - Tomie 
Micco (491), 9th place - Laura Clay 
(466), 10th place - Libby Blake (435). 

Men 50-59: 1st place - David 
Jumper (607), 2nd place - Joe Junior 
Billie (592), 3rd place - Moke Osceola 
(535), 4th place - Joe B. Osceola (465). 

Women 50 - 59: 1st place - 
Cornelia Osceola (581), 2nd place - Ruby 
Osceola (536), 3rd place - Mary T. 


Bowers (491), 4th place - Lawanna Niles 
(373). 

Men 60 and up: 1st place - 
Johnny Tucker (532), 2nd place - Jimmy 
Hank Osceola (524), 3rd place - Dan 
Osceola (501), 4th place - Harley Jumper 
(413). 

Women 60 and up: 1st place - 
Alma Johns (572), 2nd place - Mary Gay 
Osceola (551), 3rd place - Geneva Shore 
(469), 4th place - Louise Billie (437), 5th 
place - May dell Osceola (417), 6th place 
- Betty Osceola (414), 7th place - Annie 
Jumper (402), 8th place - Judybill 
Osceola (399), 9th place - Lottie Coody 
(397). 

Those with high game wins were 
Remus Griffin, Christian Osceola, Mitch 
Osceola, Patricia Wilcox (2 games), and 
Denise Morin. 



L-R: Ollie Wareham, Christian Osceola, Hyde Gopher, Bobby L-R: Laura Clay, Libby Blake, Monica Cypress, Denise Morin, 
Frank, Remus Griffin, Shawn Willie, Phil Bowers, Mike Reina Micco, Terri Frank, Patricia Wilcox and Shana Frank. 

Micco and Mitch Osceola. 


Travis Osceola - Boxing His Way To The Top 



Travis protects his face during the match. 


By Janice Billie 

PEMBROKE PINES — On the 

night of July 6, Seminole Tribal citizen 
Travis Osceola entered a boxing ring for 
his first amateur fight. He fought at the 
“Friday Night Fights,” presented at the 
Jim Davidson Theatre of the Performing 
Arts in Pembroke Pines. The venue hosted 
eighteen bouts presented by the world- 
renowned Gerrits Leprechaun Boxing, 

Inc. and Affiliated Unions. 

The only son of Russell and the 
late Dorothy S. Osceola, Travis, 29, was 
born in Hollywood and raised partly in 
Brighton and Hollywood. An avid sports 
fan and athlete, he plays basketball and is 
an outstanding three-point shooter. He has 
worked for Hollywood Recreation 
Department for the years. 

Travis started training with his 
uncle, Jimmy Osceola, at the Hollywood 
Gym about five months ago. At the time, 
Jimmy was working as a volunteer trainer 
for boys interested in boxing. After about 
a month or two most of the boys dropped 
out due to other interests but Travis hung 
around and decided to start training seri- 
ously. In the beginning, it was mainly to 
get physically fit. Troubled by an asthma 
condition, he knew the cardio work would 
help his respiratory system. It was later on 


that he and Jimmy 
discussed taking it 
to the next step. 

Having 

had some amateur 
bouts himself, 

Jimmy knew 
matchmaker Chico 
Rivas and contact- 
ed him about get- 
ting Travis a fight. 

With support from 
the Seminole Tribe 
and Hollywood 
Recreation, Travis 
obtained the 
equipment and 
facility time to 
train for his first 
bout. They also 
presented Travis 
with his fighting 
outfit, black trunks with the Seminole col- 
ors running down the side. 

The fight was an exciting three 
rounds lasting three minutes each. 
Announced as fighting for the Seminole 
Warriors Club, Travis was cheered on by 
a section of Seminole citizens that includ- 
ed his father Russell, his sister, Cecelia 
Tommie Thomas, and aunt, Juanita 

Osceola. Quite a number of 
Tribal citizens showed up to 
show support and encourage 
the young fighter. The first 
round saw Travis come out 
fast and furious; he knocked 
down his opponent, Johnny 
Joseph of Royal Palm Beach 
early in the round. 

After the standing 
eight count was given to his 
opponent, the two fighters 
continued the flurry of punch- 
es. Finishing the first round 
looking good, Travis started 
having trouble in the second, 
he was warned to raise his 
head at least twice and he also 
had trouble with his head gear 
coming loose. Toward the end 
of the second he took a couple 
of headshots and finished 


looking a little stunned. 

The final round was clearly taken 
by the opponent when Travis seemed to 
lose his wind. He rallied in the last 
round, landed a couple punches and jabs, 
but it was too little too late. 

Jimmy, stated later that he was 
extremely proud of Travis. He feels 
Travis, though not scoring a win this 
fight, executed the fight plan according to 
what he was taught. One factor he pointed 
out was the experience of the other fight- 
er. 

Travis was originally scheduled 
to fight a first time fighter but the oppo- 
nent arrived late and Jimmy had to make 
an on the spot decision to let him go 
against a fighter with a fight already 
under his belt. Jimmy said, “he represent- 
ed the Seminole Tribe well, he put all of 
himself into it and stayed focused. Not 
one wild punch.” 

The fight was video taped by a 
family member and will be shown on the 
Seminole Broadcasting Station during the 
last week of July. Travis and Jimmy are 
already training for his next bout at the 
Broward Sheriff’s P.A.L. Gym in Tamarac 
on Aug. 28. The gym is located at 8865 
W. McNab Rd., Tamarac, FL. Come out 
and show him your support. 



Trainer Jimmy Osceola tapes Travis’ hands before 
match. 


Seminole Girls make All Star Softball Fast Pitch Team 


Melanie caught for “Mad” Mary at the Sunshine 
State Soft Ball Fast Pitch Finals. 



By Tommie Benn 

BRIGHTON 

Brighton’s “Mad” Mary 
Huff and Melanie Jones 
were selected by the coach- 
es of the Okeechobee City 
Recreation League to their 
2001 Okeechobee All Star 
Team. The two Brighton 
youngsters played together 
for the Creech Properties 
team during the 
Okeechobee City Leagues 
regular season. Both 
Seminole girls were stand- 
outs offensively and on 
defense. “Mad” Mary 
pitched while the roll of a 
more versatile player was 
left in the capable hands of 
Melanie Jones. 

Not all the league 
catchers could catch the 
speed and velocity reached 
as “Mad” Mary let her fast 
balls rocket from the pitch- 
ers mound. Mary’s bat was 
opposing league pitchers, 
as she handled it like a 
major leaguer. Melanie 
played more of a defensive 
roll, she played second 


base, catcher and relief pitcher. Both 
girls have a highly competitive attitude 
and spirit for being so young. 

To compete for the right to 
travel to the Softball Fast Pitch State 
Finals in Marianna the girls and the 
Okeechobee All-Star Teams had to pass 
the district and regional competitions 
that were held in LaBelle, Florida. They 
did, now they were ready to travel north. 
With the district and regional finals 
under their belts the girls were ready to 
make the 500-mile trip to the panhandle 
city in North Florida, Marianna. 

The Okeechobee All Stars and 
the Seminole girls were on the warpath. 

The Florida Sate Finals is a 
double elimination tournament play-off, 
lose twice and you’re out. The competi- 
tion was well underway and it was 
tough. The Okeechobee All Stars played 
hard heads up ball, but came up short by 
one lone run in their second loss. Like 
those who they beat and lost before 
them, they had to pack up and head 
south to Big Lake and home. 

The girls finished fourth at the 
State Finals. They gave a good showing 
of themselves, one they can be proud of 
for their community, the Okeechobee 
Recreation Department and most of all 
for themselves. 
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Indigenous Games 
Swim Trials 



Alexandra Sanchez 


By E. Bowers 

FT. LAUD- 
ERDALE — Swim trials, 
to determine who will 
represent the Seminole 
Tribe at the 2002 
Indigenous Games, were 
held on June 30 at the 
International Swimming 
Hall of Fame. 

“These are good 
swimming pools. They’re 
the right size to get accu- 
rate times and such,” said 
Kristin Duda of 
Hollywood Seminole 
Recreation, surveying the 
Olympic-sized pools. 

Kristin Duda has been the 
swimming coach for the 
past three Indigenous 
Games. 

“We just sort of 
threw them together the 
first time, it was Daisy 
Tiger and Lizina Bowers,” said Duda 
about the first Team Florida in 1995, 
“now they’ve moved on to other 
things, gone off to school, so we’ve got 
a new group coming in.” 

Alexandra Sanchez, of 
Hollywood, came to get started on the 
long road to Winnipeg. She swam four 
different events, the 100 backstroke, 
the 50 freestyle, 100 breaststroke, and 
the 100 freestyle. 

Sanchez, the lone swimmer to 
show up, swam all four events with 
only a small rest in between. “I’m sure 
she’s going to feel it this afternoon,’ 
said her mother, Alicia Sanchez. 

Duda timed Sanchez at 
1:58.63 in the 100 backstroke, 45.10 in 
the 50 freestyle, 3:43.37 in the 100 
breaststroke, and 2:10.00 in the 100 
freestyle. “Now she’s got somewhere 
to work from,” said Duda. 

Sanchez, who swims at the 
Hollywood Reservation pool, was 
unused to the size and water tempera- 
ture of the pools at the Hall of Fame. 


The trial serve as an introduc- 
tion to the competition environment 
and gives the swimmers a chance, who 
may be from different reservations, to 
swim against, and motivate each other. 

The schedule for upcoming 
trials is largely dependent on the 
weather. There is one planned for 
July/ August, and two planned for 
September. 

Duda expects to pick the 
team, a maximum of two swimmers in 
each of the five age groups, by the end 
of the year. “That will give us a year to 
get where they need to be,” said Duda. 

Once the team is picked, each 
swimmer will pick which event they 
want to focus on, and Duda will gradu- 
ally step up the training. “The schedule 
will get a little bit harder,” said Duda, 
“but once they start to focus and work 
on it a little bit, It won’t seem as hard.” 

The 2002 Indigenous Games 
will be held in July- August in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 



Betty Osceola was the 1st place winner 


4th Of July Seniors Pool Tournament 


By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD - The 4th of 
July started early for the seniors in 
Hollywood. At 8 a.m. sharp, the pool 
sharks were out and ready to swim (or 
sink). 

For The Record: 

Singles: Men: 1st - Joe Dan 
Osceola, 2nd - Harley Jumper, 3rd - 
Ronnie Doctor, 4th - Johnny Tucker, 
5th - Dan Osceola. Women: 1st - 
Betty Osceola, 2nd - Mabel Osceola, 
3rd - Annie Jumper, 4th - Lawanna 
Niles, 5th - Maydell Osceola. 


Doubles: 1st -Mabel 
Osceola/Ronnie Doctor, 2nd - Annie 
Jumper/Dan Osceola, 3rd - Harley 
Jumper/Maydell Osceola, 4th - Betty 
Osceola/Joe Dan Osceola, 5th - 
Judybill Osceola/Jimmy Hank Osceola, 
6th - Lawanna Niles/ Johnny Tucker. 

For more information on the 
Hollywood Seniors stop by Hotmeals - 
The Happening Place To Be. Current 
activities include Tuesday night pool 
league, Wednesday morning golf les- 
sons (bus leaves at 9 a.m.), and 
Thursday morning papier mache. 


5th place - Maydell Osceola 


Ronnie Doctor placing 3rd 




Sports Notices 


Native American Baseball presents 2002 
(16 and under) USA Junior Olympic Baseball 
Championships tryouts. If interested, please call 
Dineh Benally at (503) 531-7849 or email 
(dineh.benally@intel.com). Must turn 17 years-old 
after August 01 ,2002. 

Native American Baseball presents 2002 
Connie Mack Baseball, participants to compete for 
the Connie Mack World Series title, from ages 18- 
17 years old (must turn 19 years old after Aug. 01, 
2002). If interested, please call Dineh Benally at (503) 
531-7849 or e-mail (dineh.benally@intel.com). 
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Archery 
Shoot In 
Big Cypress 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Committed 
competitors in 3-D archery aiming for a 
spot on Team Florida in the Native 
American Indigenous Games 2002 were at 
the Big Cypress Archery Range on the 
morning of June 30. 

This round was officially the 
fourth round of competition for the sched- 
uled ten rounds. The results were as fol- 
lows: First place, Chris Osceola of 
Hollywood - 226 points, Second Place, 
Parker Jones of Brighton - 190 points, 
Third place, Sonny Frank of Hollywood - 
182 points, Fourth place, Joel Frank Sr. of 
Hollywood - 154. Clinton Holt of 
Hollywood scored a 92. In the women’s 
division, Rose Jones of Brighton scored 
the highest for the day with 239 points. 

The next shoot, previously sched- 
uled for July 28 will be held Aug. 4^ and 
the shoot scheduled for Aug. 19^ will be 
held Aug. 25 . 


j 


Rodeo ❖ Kowaaveh Shumpahleshlce 


Archery Schedule 


Qualification Schedule for the NAIG 

July 28th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

August 25th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

September 29th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

October 27th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

November 17th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

December 15th: B.C. Archery Range 10:00 a.m. 

Team Florida Qualifications: 

There will be a total of ten (lO)-qualifying rounds. Three 
(3)-qualifying rounds have been completed. 

Must have shot at a minimum of eight ^-qualify- 
ing rounds. 

We will use your average score from your best 
eight- (8) rounds. 

Highest average in each category will represent 
Team Florida. 

For more information, please call Steve Young at Hollywood 
Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 




Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo July 7, 2001 



Mutton Bus tin, a favorite for the very young! 


For The Record: 

Mutton Bustin’: 1st - Nick 
DeHass- 10.37 seconds, 2nd - Steven 
Ashley- 5.81 seconds, 3rd - JJ John- 
3.81 seconds, 4th - Nauthkie Henry- 
1.65 seconds. 

Calf Riding: 1st - Jaimie 
Gonzalez- 3.37 seconds, 2nd - Ethan 
Gopher- 2.37 seconds, 3rd - Seth 
Randolph- 2.26 seconds, 4th - Huston 
Osceola- 1.81 seconds. 

Steer Riding: lst-Randel 
Osceola-3.36 seconds, 2nd - Roy 
Stewart-3.27 seconds. 

Junior Bulls: 1st - Steven 
Billie-72, 2nd - Jasper Thomas- 4.69 
seconds. 

Beginner Barrels: 1st - 

Nauthkie Henry- 19.25 seconds, 2nd - 
Raven Osceola-20.22 seconds. 

Steer Wrestling: 1st - Josh 
Jumper- 7.5 seconds, 2nd - Rodney 
Osceola- 10.27 seconds, 3rd -Naha 
Jumper. 

Bareback Riding: 1st - 

Adam Turtle-6.4 seconds, 2nd - Alex 
Johns- 6.3 seconds. 

Calf Roping: 1st -Happy 
Jumper- 18.12 seconds, 2nd - Josh 
Jumper- 190.30 seconds, 3rd - Billy 
Joe Johns- 20.01 seconds. 

Women’s Breakaway Roping: 1st - Shelby 
Osceola (No time available), 2nd - Jo Leigh Fish (No 
time available.)50 And Over Breakaway: 1st - Billy 
Joe Johns- 4.27 seconds, 2nd - Earl Kirkland- 7.91 
seconds. 

Team Roping: 1st - Sampson 
Gopher/Norman Johns 10.85 seconds, 2nd - Marvin 
Bowers/ Amos Tiger 28.98 seconds, 3rd - Justin 


Gopher/Koty Brugh 35.00 seconds, 4th - Moses 
Jumper/Happy Jumper 38.93 seconds. 

Women’s Barrel Race: 1st - Tess 
Ducheneaux 13.741 seconds, 2nd - Clarissa Bowers 
15.951 seconds, 3rd - Jo Leigh Fish 16.024 seconds. 

Novice Barrel Race: 1st - Mackenzie Johns 
16.817 seconds, 2nd - Jade Braswell 17.199 seconds, 
3rd - Reba Osceola 17.608 seconds. 

Bull Riding: No Qualified Rides 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Association News 


From the Secretary: Please mark your cal- 
endars for the remaining EIRA Jr. Rodeo dates: 
Saturday, July 14, 2001 at Brighton- 2 p.m. 

Friday, July 21, 2001 at Hollywood-7 p.m. 
Saturday, August 11, 2001 at Brighton-2 

p.m. 

Saturday, September 8, 2001 at Brighton- 

2 p.m. 

Sunday, August 12, 2001 at Brighton - 
EIRA Benefit Team roping. 

There are three EIRA Rodeos left before 
the finals: 

Saturday, July 28, 2001 in Hollywood 
starting at 8 p.m. - kids events begin at 6 p.m. 

Kids Events include: Muttin’ Bustin’, Calf Riding, 
Steer Riding, Beginners Barrels and Jr. Bull 
Riding. Rodeo Events include: BareBack Riding, 
Steer Wrestling, Calf Roping, Saddle Bronc 
Riding, Team Roping, Women’s Barrel Racing, 
Women’s BreakAway, Bull Riding, 50 and Over 


BreakAway and Novice Barrel Races. Call in dates 
are July 23rd and 24th. Call in time 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. There will be no exceptions. 

Saturday, August 25, 2001 in Clewiston - 
time to be announced. 

Friday, September 14, 2001 in Ft. Myers 
or Brighton - time to be announced. 

EIRA Benefit Round Robin Team Roping 
Sunday, August 12, 2001. Sign-in begins at 12 
noon, rope at 2 p.m. Entry fees are $75.00. 3-Head 
Round Robin Progressive after 1 . 

This event is open to all EIRA members, 
Tribal members, Affiliates and Tribal employees. 
There will be 50/50 Hat Buy-ins and Raffles. 

Attention EIRA members: If you would 
like to donate any items to raffle off, your donation 
would be greatly appreciated. Your donation will 
help raise funds for EIRA. For more information 
please call Lisa Osceola at (863) 634-1523, EIRA 
Rodeo Secretary. 


Hollywood EIRA 


Come out on Wednesday nights to the Davie Rodeo Arena and support our 
Hollywood EIRA and Horse Club members as they compete against local 
cowboys and girls. Rodeo starts at 7:00 pm. Admission is $2.00. 



Jerome Davis hanging on for that horn to blow. 


EIRA 2001 Standings 

All Around Cowboy and Cowgirl Results: 

Bare Back Riding: 

1. Koty Brugh: 40 points 

January 26: Shawn Best with 29 points 

2. Adam Turtle: 37 points 

February 9: Shawn Best with 19 points 

3. Shawn Best: 29 points 

February 16: Howard Edmundson with 20 points 

4. Alex Johns: 19 points 

March 2: Marty Johns with 29 points 

March 24: Happy Jumper with 18 points 

5. Robert Simpson: 9 points 

May 5: Koty Bruch with 20 points 

Steer Wrestling: 

May 27: Naha Jumper with 27 points 

1. Naha Jumper: 44 points 

July 7 : Josh Jumper with 1 9 points 

2/3: Marty Johns: 36 points 

2/3: Dean Conrad: 36 points 

All Around Cowboys and Cowgirls Up To Date: 

4. Robbie Chalfant: 27 points 

1. Koty Brugh: 94.5 points 

5. Josh Jumper: 20 points 

2. Marty Johns: 93 points 

6. Howard Edmundson: 18 points 

3. Naha Jumper: 92 points 

7. Rodney Osceola: 16 points 

4. Shelby Osceola: 70 points 

8. Happy Jumper: 10 points 

5. Happy Jumper: 70 points 

6. Josh Jumper: 65 points 

9. Jeff Johns: 8 points 

7. Shawn Best: 64 points 

Saddle Bronc Riding: 

8. Clarissa Bowers: 56 points 

1. Robert Simpson: 20 points 

9. Jo Leigh Fish: 54 points 

2/3: Robert Youngblood: 18 points 

10. Corbin Warren: 47 points 

2/3: Shawn Best: 18 points 

11. Robert Youngblood: 39 points 

4. Devon Richter: 10 points 

12. Howard Edmundson: 37 points 

5/6: Koty Brugh: 9 points 

13. Robbie Chalfant: 27 points 

14/15: Billie Joe Johns: 24 points 

5/6: Jay Louis: 9 points 

14/15: Sampson Gopher: 24 points 

Calf Roping: 

16. Trina Bowers: 23 points 

1. Josh Jumper: 38 points 

17. Rodney Osceola: 22 points 

2. Happy Jumper: 35 points 

18. Justin Gopher: 22 points 

3. Naha Jumper: 32 points 

19. Jeff Johns: 16 points 

4. Corbin Warren: 29 points 

20. Alfonso Tigertail: 15 points 

5. Billie Joe Johns: 24 points 

2 1 . Michael Henry: 1 5 points 

6. Howard Edmundson: 19 points 

EIRA Members Points To Date: 

Mutton Bustin: 

7. Marty Johns: 18 points 

8. Alfonso Tigertail: 8 points 

1. Nauthkee Henry: 70 points 

Breakaway Roping: 

2 Jessi Osceola: 40 points 

1. Shelby Osceola: 47 points 

3/4. Brantley Osceola: 27 points 

2. Jo Leigh Fish: 28 points 

3/4. Kelton Smedley: 27 points 

3. Clarissa Bowers: 20 points 

5. Nick DeHass: 18 points 

4. Theresa Bowers: 18 points 

6. Tyler Tigertail: 17 points 

5/6. Mindi Fish: 10 points 

7. Trewston Pierce: 16 points 

5/6. Billie Tiger: 10 points 

8/9. Deveon Jones: 9 points 

8/9. Steven Ashley: 9 points 

7. Trina Bowers: 8 points 

10/11/12: Lauren Osceola: 8 points 

Team Roping Headers: 

10/11/12: Andre Landlin: 8 points 

1. Marvin Bowers: 70 points 

10/11/12: JJ John: 8 points 

2. Marty Johns: 39 points 

13. Toby Gopher: 6 points 

3. Cicero Osceola: 34 points 

4. Justin Gopher: 22 points 

Calf Riding: 

5. Moses Jumper: 17 points 

1 . Seth Randolph: 65 points 

6. Michael Henry: 15 points 

2. Ethan Gopher: 55 points 

7/8: Robert Simpson: 10 points 

3. Huston Osceola: 42 points 

7/8: Sampson Gopher: 10 points 

4. Jamie Gonzalez: 19 points 

9. Jason Grasshopper: 9 points 

5. Tyler Tigertail: 17 points 

10/11: Corbin Warren: 8 points 

6. Deulle Gore: 9 points 

10/11: Jeff Johns: 8 points 

7. Nathan Gopher: 8 points 

12/13: Alfonso Tigertail: 7 points 

14/15: Josh Jumper: 7 points 

Steer Riding: 

14/15: Homer Coleman: 7 points 

1. Randel Osceola: 56 points 

2. Roy Stewart: 47 points 

16. Reno Osceola: 6 points 

3. Dayne Johns: 45 points 

Team Roping Heelers: 

4. Justin Aldridge: 28 points 

1. Amos Tiger: 70 points 

2. Adel Driggers: 39 points 

Junior Bull Riding: 

3. Rudy Osceola: 34 points 

1. Stephen Billie: 40 points 

4. Happy Jumper: 17 points 

2. Jerome Davis: 37 points 

5. Naha Jumper: 16 points 

3. Jasper Thomas: 27 points 

6. Robert Youngblood: 15 points 

4. Nick Jumper: 20 points 

7. Sampson Gopher: 14 points 

8/9: Corbin Warren: 10 points 

Beginner Barrels: 

8/9: Norman Johns: 10 points 

1. Sheyanna Osceola: 68 points 

10/11/12: Brandon: 8 points 

2. Nauthkee Henry: 47 points 

10/11/12: Todd Johns: 8 points 

3. Shelby DeHass: 32 points 

10/11/12: Koty Brugh: 8 points 

4. Taylor Johns: 27 points 

13/14: Jason Grasshopper: 7 points 

5. Ravenne Osceola: 16 points 

13/14: Randall Ward: 7 points 

6. Danielle Webster: 9 points 

15. Rodney Osceola: 6 points 

7/8: Jessica Turtle: 8 points 

Barrel Racing: 

7/8: Brenda Henry: 8 points 

1. Tess Ducheneaux: 60 points 

2. Holly Johns: 41 points 

50 And Over Breakaway: 

3. Clarissa Bowers: 36 points 

1. Billy Joe Johns: 49 points 

4. Ayze henry: 34 points 

2. Rudy Osceola: 28 points 

5. Jo Leigh Fish: 26 points 

3. Paul Bowers Sr.: 19 points 

6. Shelby Osceola: 23 points 

4. Earl Kirkland: 18 points 

7. Trina Bowers: 15 points 

5. Moses Jumper: 10 points 

Novice Barrels: 

8. Brenda Youngblood: 9 points 

9. Bonita Osceola: 7 points 

1 . Jade Braswell: 69 points 

Bull Riding: 

2. Mackenzie Johns: 55 points 

1. Doug Fish: 57.5 points 

3. Kari Kroeplin: 35 points 

2. Koty Brugh: 37.5 points 

4. Reba Osceola: 17 points 

3. Shawn Best: 17 points 

5/6/7: Tina Billie: 8 points 

5/6/7: Leanna Billie: 8 points 

4. Happy Jumper: 8 points 

5/6/7: Brooke Templeman: 8 points 

These are the standing through July 28, 2001. 









The Seminole Tribune 


11 


July 27, 2001 


Health Comer ❖ Chaneege emchoge 


Obesity in Children Linked to Rise in Diabetes 


Hollywood Program 
Aids in Solution 

By Michael James 

The incidence of diabetes linked to obesity 
has jumped significantly in United States children in 
the past few decades. 

This problem in children has emerged as a 
major health problem particularly among African 
American girls, Hispanic American and Native 
American children. One of the more worrisome 
trends is the sharp rise in the type of diabetes normal- 
ly found only in adults. 

Childhood is at epidemic levels in the 
United States. Society has been remiss in shedding 
light on the problem, which incidentally leads to so 
many other health problems, particularly when con- 
sidering the threat the disease imposes on our chil- 
dren. 

The percentage of overweight children, aged 
6 to 1 7 years old, has doubled in the United States 
since 1968. Studies show that 70 percent of over- 
weight children aged 10 to 13 years old will be over- 
weight and obese as adults as well. There is also psy- 
chological and emotional fallout from being over- 
weight in childhood, as youngster’s struggle with 
self-esteem and often become the brunt of teasing 
from peers. 

A study conducted on 1 ,000 schoolchildren 
in Cincinnati showed an increasing incidence of type 
II, or adult onset, diabetes, the form of the disease 
that is closely linked to weight. Most children devel- 
op this type of diabetes between the ages of 1 0 and 
14; the onset of the disease has been directly linked 
to obesity. 

Obesity also puts overweight children at risk 
of other diseases. The Bogalusa Heart Study, an 
ongoing project funded by the National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute, found, for example, that over- 
weight children tend to have readings in the highest 
levels of the normal ranges for their blood sugar, 
blood pressure and blood fats. Each of these factors 
places them at increased risk of health problems. 

Why excess weight sets in motion a cascade 
of adverse health effects is not completely under- 
stood. But the latest evidence points to visceral fat, 
the type that hides deep within the recesses of the « 
body, close to organs. & 

Visceral fat is more metabolically active, w 
meaning that its cells churn out more byproducts, 
than other types of fat cells, researchers said. 

Included among these substances are free fatty acids 
that are dumped directly from the visceral fat into 
vessels leading to the liver. When visceral fat releases 
its breakdown products, it has harmful effects on the 
surrounding organs, states Michael Goran a 
researcher from the University of Alabama. 

Researchers still are unclear about the rela- 
tionship between visceral fat and total body fat. Cat 
Scans of the body show that not all heavy children 
have the same amount of visceral fat. 

Obese children have more visceral fat, but as 
adults you don’t have to be obese to have a lot of vis- 
ceral fat. 

It is also hard to explain why obesity has 
emerged as such a health problem worldwide during 
this century. In the past 15 years, the percentage of 
fat in the American diet has dropped from at least 40 
percent to about 30 percent of total calories. There’s 
been a proliferation of fat free and low fat foods 
available. 

Yet cultural changes in food preparation and 
family meals likely play a role in the problem. In 
1934, for instance, food was prepared from scratch 
and was largely consumed based on seasonal har- 
vests. Then, in 1954, the advent of frozen food 
opened up a wider array of food choices, and the 
introduction of the microwave oven in 1974 meant 


that children could take a far more active role in 
choosing and preparing foods without parental guid- 
ance. 

Adding to the problem is eating out. 

National surveys show that about 30 percent of fami- 
ly meals nationwide are outside of the home. These 
meals generally are higher in calories and fat and 
contain larger portions than those prepared at home. 

Lack of physical activity also contributes to 
the problem. Fewer than half of the schoolchildren 
participates in daily physical activity or physical edu- 
cation. Television, video games and computers substi- 
tute physical activity in children. 

For instance the more television a child 
watches the more likely they are to consume the 
foods that are always advertised, which most likely 
those foods are high in calories. 

However, there are signs that these trends 
can be reversed. Increased knowledge in children is 
one preventative or corrective measure that can be 
taken. 

With regard to TV watching and computer 
games, one study showed that the body mass of a 
child could be cut in half if the time spent watching 
television or playing computer games was a third or a 
quarter less. This could be easily accomplished by 
simply removing the television sets from a child’s 
bedroom. Another study at Stanford found that half of 
elementary schoolchildren they studied had television 
sets in their bedrooms. 

So essentially based on various studies, the 
television has had a negative impact on children and 
their inactivity level, which leads to the problem of 
obesity. So if there is one thing a parent could do, 
remove the television set from their bedroom, that is 
a start. 

This problem has been acknowledged within 
the Seminole Tribe, specifically at the Hollywood 
Reservation. A concerned community member, as she 
likes to be referred to, Barbara Billie has set in 

motion a clinic to edu- 
cate the youth on issues 
such as personal 
hygiene, making better 
food choices and teach- 
ing them the outcome of 
continuing in an 
unhealthy lifestyle. 

The program is 
held in 10-week incre- 
ments, 3 days a week, 
limiting child enrollment 
to 6 or seven students. 
The enrollment is held at 
that number so individ- 
ual focus on each child 
that can still be achieved. 
The clinic is generally 
held during after school hours. 

The first day of the program is geared 
towards exercise. The students participate in aerobic 
training and weight training. In addition, they are 
taught the long-term benefits of a regular exercise 
program. The second day is an educational class 
teaching the children how to read labels appearing on 
food items, determining caloric count in foods, per- 
sonal hygiene and an extensive session on the health 
risks from living an unhealthy lifestyle, especially the 
risk of diabetes. The third day is time for fun activi- 
ties, which helps in holding their interest. 

The first year’s clinic was a success! A sec- 
ond clinic is planned for this fall when the new 
school year begins. On staff to teach the clinic are 
two health educators, a nutritionist and Barbara 
Billie, concerned community member. 

A special thanks to President Mitchell 
Cypress, Council Representative Max Osceola, and 
Board Representative David DeHass. Their assistance 
and support is and has always been available... many 
thanks! 



Barbara Billie 


My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,’ 1 

my story is alive. 




Substance Abuse And Crime: Jail or Rehab 


By Benny Secody, CAAPII 

Substance abuse and crime are very much 
related. Many crimes today are a result of substance 
abuse directly - or indirectly. 

A person who is addicted to drugs and/or 
alcohol is often a person who will resort to using any 
means necessary to obtain the substance. When the 
user becomes desperate for the high yet has no money 
to purchase it, that person will rob, steal, and even 
kill to get what he/she needs to satisfy the addiction. 
DUI-related deaths top the list of substance abuse 
related crimes. Each year, thousand of people die at 
the hands of a drunk driver. 

For the addict, the result will eventually be 
incarceration. Many of those who are incarcerated 
need treatment - as some individuals (would be) diag- 
nosed with dual addiction problems - requiring men- 
tal health services as well. 

Unfortunately, the State and Federal 
Governments have not budgeted funding for adequate 
services for mental health and substance abuse servic- 
es in this country. As a result, a person who commits 
a drug-related crime is arrested and jailed along with 
those who have no addiction or mental health prob- 
lem. Law enforcement officials must deal with these 
prisoners- some of whom are schizophrenic, manic- 
depressive and suicidal - in the same ways they deal 
with other prisoners. 

Often, a prisoner who has been incarcerated 
for a drug-related crime will die in jail, due to lack of 
medical attention or self-inflicted injuries because 
that individual was high and did not receive detoxifi- 


cation prior to incarceration. 

In the state of Florida alone - due to the lack 
of adequate (and available) mental health facilities - 
the jails are over-crowded; and law enforcement per- 
sonnel - especially in the jails - is sorely lacking. Jail 
employees are not trained to deal with dually diag- 
nosed prisoners, nor do they have the time to provide 
additional attention to prisoners needing substance 
abuse or mental health care. 

With substance abuse and mental health con- 
cerns such as they are, it would behoove this country 
for the government to provide additional funding for 
these essential services. Through the past several 
decades, millions of taxpayers dollars have been used 
for surveys and studies regarding substance abuse and 
mental health concerns: still, however, the 
Government has yet to prioritize human service 
needs. Promises made on the campaign trail to 
address such issues have since fallen by the wayside. 

The number one policy recommendation to 
President George Bush would be to prioritize the 
needs of this country - placing substance abuse and 
mental health issues at the top of the list. Granted, 
Social Security and Medicare are important issues - 
as are education and reduced prescription drug rates 
for the elderly: but if the issues of substance abuse 
and mental health are not recognized as being high 
priority, the rights of those “sick” individuals will 
continue to be violated: and as a citizen of the United 
States, every person has the right to necessary med- 
ical care and humane treatment. 


First Call For Help 


Health Hotline. A free, confidential, and 
comprehensive telephone service that provides 
Broward residents help to overcome physical and 
emotional problems. 

Information and referrals for: 

HIV/AIDS 

Asthma 

Diabetes 

Suicide 

Depression 

Substance abuse 

Mental health concerns 

Pre-natal care 

Children’s health 


( 954 ) 467-NEED (6333). The service is 

available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The cost is free. 

Sometimes an empathetic ear, caring 
voice, and timely information are all that is needed 
to help a person in need. First Call For Help’s 
Health Hotline lets callers know that they are not 
alone, assistance and resources are available, and 
that seemingly overwhelming problems have solu- 
tions. 

Funded by United Way of Broward 
County, Broward County Board of Commissioners, 
Florida Department of Children & Families, 
WorkForce One, The Coordinating Council of 
Broward, and private grants/contributions. 


Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
knows live importanoe of ke&ping the story 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he Is helping Jo 
preserve 1 he rich allure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
fraction is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building a museum in Washington. D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 


f.AN 




■'gkat 

AM till CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe Stone* Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call rocky: (202) 357-31 64 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 -SinithEDinaji 

National h&tsctmr vftfw AjmtnVjin ftja'jjfl 
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OSCEOLA' 
WARRIOR 
DESIGNS 
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tttif.wn: vfk is fe rz tatfjprF, fl h^fVT-rtrfifttr ff^v i>t tf. irftfltttFEUfli 
TAi ptA-t? £*? r; fVrtiif itftuii jiftfl lawns tft uyht hi tlfeti 

t irpvidf- nn une.ntfitu] wnw efmSpiTVrtimt. 
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forms jtfti/e M>p open tuple red frivfacina mi ri/t-ftfli m ivppp ftriif Spflpftou^ 
fl rnt iiryteefuL turtt s of frfl ijitijn-At. jeW&l t tr ifei ujAs minq ify.ttitui i ilvzt . 
TftS (jfffri IS ter plain tt tff tM- It-Vti fff fitie. nit, prvqiicinij 
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hiitortr infer tf/qa-fi vvtjth, a (fed} cn-tion fe? ftrttf 

rfetfttf teW* i \Sun t pf craftsmen rftke-fMt. 




Poster Art 

National Tribal 
tiivmnnmiAtaJ Council 
200 E Conference RdsI.lt 
"J toF.-lfflw" 

Sip 

$ 1 5 iijJiiCil 

plijj S SH 


Pen £ link, Acrylic, 0 

Accepting commissions Trom pnocograpus 

Origin^] Art Tec Snirt Designs - S20 

"Awmfii. Stt jt £tte a ,\V//ci:'". 'ttm'ixjtarar.. 
"W/je/e S/rnfm Stuif, '■' Ymr Stnrturftf". 
"Otcti'k i'tfiUff'. "A lespeet the Stink" 

All Designs are Front £ Back 

Av.'iil.h'tlr in ■Mrtlrii’ii Kl .'ir^f •SfViwf l^HAv Sttf? JtiphM'! 
Shin Color?: Torcst Green. Alarcon Natural. Asht WhiLc 

, S/xiiif £&iorr,4MMl<r Jit A'j nfitj^t! 


CANOES FOR Display 

1 1 length - UaiiiR Chisel. Hstcher. 

H.vikI F..IL 1-, Pitou Klllii 1 , Wnfisl ix Fl illy Dri“i1 C^pimf 

lIv^lT ew I'if& ( ,i:t ttf thi \ in Hottytomd 


SiLvER 

Traditional tfesigns. 
no solder or welding 



Cypress Furniture 

Ranches S Tables 
All original designs, hand made 
Renommended for inebor or covered Dutdoor use. 
wmittiNtst Jtaptran'Kfe eon tv tastpui pniapd 
rail fpr ttiLTf titfermtitieti 



For more information, or commissions, contact: 

LeRoy Henehayo Osceola 

S.R, Box 33-A, Qchopee, FL 33943 

( 941 ) 695-2780 


Elaaponke Starts Up Again 



Carol Cypress, language class instructor. 


By Ernie Tiger 

HOLLYWOOD 

With the changing times, 

Native Americans are finding 
themselves facing a new soci- 
ety. They are left with fewer 
places to turn or to get infor- 
mation on past heritage. But 
with the changing times, posi- 
tive influences also have been 
produced. 

The other positive 
uses that have risen from the 
new technology 
“Broadcasting” (WBSC) have 
been televising the language 
classes. They are aired every 
Tuesday and Thursday’s 
morning, 9-10 a.m., on the 
Tribe’s local channel 60. 

Viewers are provided with 
educational classes on 
strengthening their 
“Elaaponke” (their own lan- 
guage). 

Carol Cypress, Panther clan and a resident of 
the Hollywood reservation is the instructor of these 
classes. Carol commented on how she gained her 
alphabetizing skills; “I had learned most of my 
knowledge while working with Linguist David West 
on a Bible story book and other projects.” 

Where other Tribe’s continue to lose their 
cultural language, The Seminole Tribe is lucky 


enough to have taken steps to share this crucial infor- 
mation with its community. 

“I’m interested in strengthening my Native 
heritage, so that I have something to pass on to my 
kids,” says Bonnie Motlow, one of the first students 
to have participated in the original one-hour classes. 

So make plans to attend, class held in the 
auditorium at the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters. 


Koonaawen Hoogemahle 



Store sign alongside of Snake Road. 


By Cherelee Hall 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole 
Department Law Enforcement is currently investigat- 
ing an armed robbery that took place at the Big 
Cypress Arts and Crafts shop, located on Highway 
833 on the Big Cypress Reservation. The shop, more 
commonly known as “Sadie’s” is owned and operated 
by Sadie Cypress and Tommie Billie. 

Sadie and Tommie have operated this store 
for the past twenty- five years and, on the night of 
July 19th, the unthinkable occurred. At approximate- 
ly 10:00 p.m. two young black males, wearing 
scarves or mgs across their faces, entered the store 
through the back entrance. 

During the robbery, the pair attacked the 
store clerk with what appeared to be a small club or a 
large wrench. The clerk, Mary Castro from Montura, 
FL, was immediately sent to the hospital for head 
wounds. Her skin was punctured, which caused 
Castro to bleed profusely. 

Eight days earlier, a customer stole Sadie’s 
moneybag while the day clerk was stocking in the 
back. Shocked, the family of Sadie Cypress took 
extra precautions and installed three video cameras in 
the store, hoping to thwart any future robberies. 

Thus, the video cameras were able to tape the July 19 
robbery. 

At press time, the Seminole Police 
Department has said that the videotape of the robbery 
has provided them on an excellent lead, but have not 
yet to release any new information. 



Sadie’s, site of the July 19th robbery. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 
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Appreciating Achievements 


By Virginia Mitchell 

J une and July have been very busy months for many Tribal 
citizens. We have had many graduations and student recogni- 
tion’s that were very emotional moments. 

I would like to share with everyone my June, which is 
the month I was bom. My days are not complete until I have 
either seen or heard from my children and grandchildren. I can- 
not express the comfort they instill in my heart, knowing they 
thought of me to call and just say “Hi, I miss you and love you!” 



L-R: Jesse Mitchell with sister Valerie Frank. 


On June 6^’ my youngest, Jesse graduated from 
Kindergarten at American Heritage School in Plantation. My 
goodness, I just brought that boy home from the hospital just last 
week, I thought. Already he is six years old and such a little gen- 
tleman. You couldn’t help but cry to see him up on stage with all 
the other classes singing. My baby now going into the first 
grade, is time speeding up lately? 



L-R (Back Row) Virginia, Vinson and Camellia Osceola, 
(Front Row) Victor P. Osceola, Stephanie Smith and kneeling 
is Shelli Mae Osceola. 


Next on June 12 my oldest, Vinson P. Osceola graduated 
from Indian River Community College Adult Education High 
School Diploma Program. Accompanying me was his children 
Victor, Shelli, stepdaughter Stephanie and wife Camellia to 
watch him accept his diploma. The class was so large that there 
were two programs that evening. Congratulations Vinson, you 
knew all along that you were worthy of that and many other 
achievements. As time comes and goes, there are many more 
achievements you can triumph. 



L-R: Nancy Willie, Virginia Mitchell, Margaret Billie — 
Class of ‘16 


Then the following week, my daughter, Valerie, took her 
GED test to receive her diploma. Preparing and studying anx- 
iously all the subjects needed for the test, that afternoon we had 
lunch together and I saw how happy she was, as well as relieved. 
I received my high school diploma when I was pregnant with 
her, so I can relate to her gratification. 

Though I was twenty-four, as you are now, when I final- 
ly received my diploma, we strive to continue until we subdue 
the task. My only precious daughter, so sweet and such a beauti- 
ful young lady, I feel your future will have a much brighter, hap- 
pier outcome. 



L-R: Virginia Mitchell, Wesley Frank and Valerie Frank. 


To My Precious Children 

Our first born was a boy 
That brought us so much joy 
The next born was his sister 
Thought her brother was a grand mister 

Then came another brother 
He could not be replaced by any other 
Years past thought I was through 
God then granted us a boy with eyes of blue 

Blessed I felt to receive a grandson 
Given to me by my first son 
A year to be followed with a granddaughter 
Such a joy to hear again new and innocent laughter 

You each had scrapes and bruises along with many tears 
Not to mention your most frightful fears 
I had to reassure you that it was not a crisis 
Endless I love you s accompanied with hugs and kisses 

Looking back I wouldn ’t have changed anything 
Except gave you more love which meant everything 
Heres all my pride and my joy for all of you 
Remember Mom will remain forever true! 


On June 29, my son Wesley graduated from Miccosukee 
Indian School. Where is time taking all of us? Family and 
friends attending congratulated him on all his achievements. We 
encouraged him to continue with education opportunities, and 
how very proud we all are of Wesley. 

Look ahead; strive for all the opportunities that await 
you to conquer. Look back? No, look forward; look at all that’s 
around you. Do you want to stay trapped in an atmosphere that 
has had many regrets? Try a different kind of experience. 

I commend my stepparents and grandparents who con- 
stantly encouraged me on the importance of a good education. 
My stepparents had very little education and my grandparents 
had none. But as I think back of all those times I am very grate- 
ful to them. Their vision and wisdom gave me hope, which has 
carried me through all my years. 

I congratulate all our young people for their achieve- 
ments. Students, everyone that knows you, as well as your fami- 
lies, are all very proud of you and will continue to have you in 
their prayers. 

Obstacles appear daily in our paths, just to detain us and 
make us fall. All of you young people please do not stop with 
just a high school diploma. The possibilities are everywhere, 
just waiting to be mastered and all your skills will nourish you. 

I had entered a contest and had my poem accepted to be 
published. So I would like to share with my children and my 
Tribe this poem. 
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Hollywood Department Information 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida Hollywood Headquarters 
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Switchboard Operator Vida Redmayne 
ext. 1000, Police Service Aide Larry 
Hamilton ext. 1110. 


Charles Helseth and Maryella Gercak 



Risk Management 

Direct Line: 

(954) 967- 3440, Fax: 967- 3477 

The Risk Management 
Department provides the same services of 
the Liability Insurance Department, with 
the exception of Workers’ Compensation. 
The services include ensuring that all 
Tribal equipment, out, or property owned, 
leased, rented or on loan are adequately 
covered, based on the information provid- 
ed by the various department heads. The 
RM department is also responsible for 
submission and follow-up of all claims 
related to the various coverage’s: approval 
of drivers for the auto policy and provid- 
ing special event coverage’s/ services to 
all departments. 

In order to have a more accurate 
account of Tribal assets; we are currently 


in the processes of completing a Tribe 
wide Fixed Assets Inventory (all reserva- 
tions and casinos). 

Department Manager: 

Sonia Mackenzie 
Secretary/Recpt: 

Angella Chen-Shadeed 
Temporaries: 

Maureen Findlay 
Stacey Nelson 
Tabitha Reid 

Building Department 

The Building Department hours 
are, Monday thru Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 
pm. (closed for lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 
pm). This department reviews and 
approves plans, issues building permits, 
and inspects all work performed on tribal 
land. 


Building Official/Tribal Inspector: 

Harry Munoz Ext. 1191 

Secretary III: 

Linda Munoz Ext. 1194 

Clerical: 

Esther Gopher Ext. 1192 

Inspector: 

Shiraz Cassim Ext. 1193 

Governmental Affairs 

Department assists Tribal mem- 
bers with loans and financing from outside 
sources i.e. Car loans, home loans. Can 
also work with existing loans to refinance 
and obtain lower interest rates. 

Secretary: 

Maryella Gercak Ext. 1280 

Advisor on Gov. Affairs: 

Charles Helseth Ext. 1281 


Ext. 1290 

Ext. 1292 

Ext. 1291 
Ext. 1291 
Ext. 1291 



Risk Management L/R: Stacey Nelson, Maureen Findlay, 
Angella Chen-Shadeed, Sonia McKenzie. 
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Building Department L/R: Linda Munoz, Esther Gopher, 
Harry Munoz (standing), Shiraz Cassin. 



Bureau Of Indian Affairs 


The Seminole Agency, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs is a federal agency under 
the United States Department of Interior. 
The office is located at 6075 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, FL. 33024. 

There are three branches under 
the administration office, Branch of Roads 



UNITED STATES 

00W 0F W/%, 

®n hug®: 


♦SEMINOLE AGENCY 


<u 



As seen from Stirling Rd on right side 


in Hollywood, and the Branch of Facilities 
and Branch of Forestry in Big Cypress. 

All Native Americans in the area 
are welcome to visit the Seminole Agency. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs’ 
mission is to enhance the quality of life, to 
promote economic opportunity, and to 
carry out the responsibility to protect and 
improve the trust assets of American 
Indians, Indian tribes and Alaskan Natives. 
They accomplish this through the delivery 
of quality services, maintaining govern- 
ment-to-government relationships within 
the spirit of Indian self-determination. 

Guiding principles of BIA are: 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs takes pride 
in our ability to successfully manage a 
complex, multi-faceted organization. 
Integrity, accountability and excellence are 
never compromised. 

We treat everyone with respect, trust and 
dignity. 

Customers are the focus of everything we 
do. 

We set priorities and execute plans consis- 


tent with our strategic objectives. 
Employees are our most important assets. 
We achieve results through teamwork. 
Continuous improvement in the quality of 
services is vital to our success. 

Our priority is to support and enhance 
tribal government. 

We encourage innovation and risk taking 
and share responsibility for the results. 

The Bureau of Indian affairs is a chal- 
lenging and dynamic place to work. We 
provide high quality services in a timely 
and professional manner. We have the 
organizational flexibility to meet the 
changing needs of our customers. Our 
employees are committed, knowledgeable 
and empowered. 

Our policies are consistent and 
supported throughout the organization. We 
manage for excellence, fostering coopera- 
tion and coordination in consultation with 
Indian Tribes while supporting self-deter- 
mination and tribal sovereignty. 

Greg Maddox is the BIA 
Superintendent. He can be reached at 
(954) 581-7050 ext. 22, or on cell phone 



at (954) 253-7030. Office secretary is Pat 
Franceschini, who can be reached at ext. 

21. The Purchasing agent position is 
presently vacant. Fax number for the 
Superintendent’s office is (954) 792-7340. 

Facilities Manager is Richard 
White Shield. He can be reached at HC 
61, Box 37, Clewiston, FL. 33440. Phone 
or fax him at (863) 983-0132 or cell num- 
ber (941) 253- 7054. He can also 
be reached in the Hollywood 
office at ext. 25. 

Branch of Roads office 
staff includes Iktidar Rizvi, 

Highway Engineer and Elmer 
Logan, Engineering Equipment 
Operator, Big Cypress. Mr. Rizvi 
can be reached at (954) 581- 
7050 ext. 29, or cell phone (941) 

253-7033. Mr. Logan’s numbers 
are (863) 983-6939 or cell (941) 

253-7050. The Staff Support 
Clerk position, ext. 28, is open at 
this time. 

Branch of Forestry is 
located at HC 6 1 , Box 37, Pat Franceschini and Greg Maddox 


Clewiston, FL. 33440. Joe Frank is the 
Forester and can be reached at (863) 983- 
7029, (863) 983-7637 fax, or (941) 253- 
7034 cell. Forestry Technician is James 
McDaniel. He can be reached at (863) 
983-7029 or (941) 253-7049 cell. 
Charlotte White Shield is Staff Support 
Clerk. Her number is (863) 983-7029. 


Tampa Department Information 



Seminole Broadcasting: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Frankie Moore Jr., Director 



Recreation Department: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Debbie Henry, Director 
Rebecca Billie, Assistant 
Alana Henry, Summer Aid 



Gift Shop: 

(813) 620-3077 

Hours: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Bobby Henry, Director 
Susie Q. Henry, Caretaker 
Dorthy Depriest, Caretaker 



Seminole Police Department: 

(813) 664-1253 
Sgt. John Skykove 
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Maintenance: 


(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Phillip Smith, Foreman 
Jerry Henry, Crewman 



Library: 

(813) 626-5765 
Hours 8: a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Carol Foret, Education Counselor 


Field Office: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Richard Henry, Liaison and assistant to 

John Wayne Huff, Brighton Council 

Representative 

Karen Padgett, Secretary 

Linda Henry, Summer Aid 

Cultural Education: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Penny Jimmie, Educator 

Community Health: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sue Harjo, C.H.R., C.M.A., C.N.A. 

On call 24 hours 7 days a week 

Social Services: 

(813) 621-2811 
Hours 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tom Ryan, Counselor 



Check 

Distribution 

The check distribution 
office is located on the first floor of 
the Tribal Offices in room 128. The 
office is responsible for dispersing 
Tribe generated checks, sorting 
checks by department and reserva- 
tion, and forwarding payroll to the 
appropriate reservation. 

Two account distribution 
clerks are available during normal 
working hours. They are Caroline 
Rosell and Phyllis Hawkins. 

Caroline can be reached at (954) 
966-6300 ext. 1155 and Phyllis can 
be reached at ext. 1154. 



L-R: Caroline Rosell and Phyllis 
Hawkins. 


Purchasing Department 


The Purchasing Department is an 
administrative program that provides pur- 
chasing support to all other Tribal depart- 
ment and programs. Department offices 
are located in the Hollywood Tribal Office 
Building, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, 
FI, Room 131. 

Current Purchasing Department 
staff include the Director, Denise 
DeCarolis Carpenter; Purchasing Agents, 
Penny Fontana and Jon Harvey; and 


Purchasing Assistants, Wanda Billie, 
Brenda Cypress and Maria Galeano. 

You can reach Purchasing staff by calling 
the main telephone number for the 
Hollywood Tribal Office Building at 
(954) 966-6300 and dialing extension 
1170 for Denise, extension 1171 for 
Penny, extension 1176 for Jon, extension 
1178 for Wanda, extension 1174 for 
Brenda and extension 1179 for Maria. The 
direct telephone number to the department 
is (954) 967-3408; however, 
voice mail is not available 
on this line. Our fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3478. 

In addition to its pur- 
chasing duties, the depart- 
ment also supervises the 
Hollywood Tribal Office 
Building Management 
Department. This depart- 
ment is charged with the 
responsibility of maintaining 
the Hollywood Tribal Office 
Building, the building park- 
ing lot and grounds, and 
insuring that all of the build- 



Purchasing Dept First Floor Room 131 L-R: Wanda 
Billie, Denise DiCarolis, Maria Galeano, Brenda 
Cypress, John Harvey and Penny Fontana. 



Building Management L-R: Glenn 
Derrick ext 1177, Joe Strassner, 
Manager ext 1172 


ing’s equipment is kept in good working 
order. 

The Hollywood Tribal Office 
Building Management Department shares 
office space with the Purchasing 
Department. Employees of this depart- 
ment include Joe Strassner, Building 
Manager, extension 1172, and Glenn 
Derrick, Building Custodian, extension 
1177. 


American Express 
Travel Services 



American Express Travel 
Services will provide all travel arrange- 
ments (flights, hotels, rental vehicles, 
etc.) for Tribal members and employ- 
ees with a completed 
and authorized travel 
request. 

The office 

is located on the first 
floor of the Tribal 
Government 
Building in rooms 
135 - 137. The 
direct line number is 
(954) 967- 3614 or 
fax at (954) 967- 
3535. S 

Three 1-3 

Travel Counselors 
are available to serv- 
ice the office. They 
are Eida Rives at 
(954) 966- 6300 ext. 


1166, Maritza Santana-Ruiz at ext. 
1165, and Simone Stewart at ext. 1168. 
Office Clerk is Bob Gleason at ext. 
1175. 


Simone, Bob, Eida, Maritze 
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Congratulations 

Happy Birthday • Nehtege Hinchkek tahongah 



Congratulations to Mr. Dorian 
Scott Juniper on graduating from Pre-K. 
Lots of love to you and enjoy next year. 
Hugs and kisses from Momma (Carla 
Cypress). 


Newest Arrival 



Born on Tuesday, July 3 at 7:06 
p.m., Robert James Sherman (Robbie). 
Robbie is the first born to Michael and 
Melissa Sherman; he weighed 7 pounds 6 
ounces. Congratulations Mike and Mel, 
and Welcome Robbie! 


Corrections 


In the July 6th issue, photograph 
of Happy Jumper was not placed proper- 
ly, along with B.C. High School grads. 
The press did make that mistake and 
apologized for the error. 



Happy Jumper 



To Ginger - The queen of all my 
dreams. Thank you for showing me what 
love is. I thank the Lord everyday for let- 
ting me in you life, and thank you for our 
family we have. Without you I would be 
lost. With you I have the strength and 
courage through this hard time. You are 
the highlight of my life. And I want you 
to know I love you with all my heart and 
soul. And let’s have a Happy 
Anniversary and have a Happy Birthday 
Babe. I love you, infinity x 2. Your hus- 
band, Charlie Tiger Jr. 



Happy Birthday to Rhiannon 
Tiger. I want to wish you a happy 1 0th 
birthday. I can’t believe you are 10 
already, it seems like just yesterday you 
was our little baby. I’m so proud of you 
‘cause you doing good in school. Keep up 
the good work. You are my angel and 
Daddy will be coming home to take care 
of all of ya’ll soon. Lots of love to you 
and Happy Birthday. Love Daddy, 

Charlie Tiger Jr. 


Attention 


Attention All Travelers 



Wene Tay Hoh Yee 


Without ever seeing you, I fell 
head over heals in love with you. 

Without ever touching you, I felt 
you love me. 

Without a single word, your eyes 
said that you loved me. 

With all of these feelings of 
love, I love you more. 

Thank you for being there when 
I needed you. 

Have a very happy 2nd birthday 
and many more to come. 

Love you always, your Mom 
(Juliet Jim) 



My Angel Courtney 


Have you ever seen an angel? 

An angel so beautiful, that when 
you look at her, you have to look again. 

Eyes ever so bright like dia- 
monds in the sun. And from these eyes, 
you would hate to see a tear drop. 

To my Baby Girl, Wene Tay Hoh 

Yee 

Have a wonderful 2nd birthday, 
because you deserve the best! 

Love you always, Daddy 
(Michael Harrell) 


Tampa Events 


Announcements and Upcoming Events: 


In the same issue, Reflections, 
“Alligator Tales” photo happens to be 
Alan Jumper wrestling at Animal Land, 
Lake George, New York. Thank you, Eva 
Billie for correction. 


Summer Music Classes 


Children & Adults! Learn an instrument 
or take voice lessons. 

Beginning June 20th through 
August 24. Every Wednesday & 
Thursday, 1 1 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the DSO 
building on the second floor. For more 
information call Library at (954) 989- 
6840, ext. 1225/1226. 


As of Monday, July 2nd, all per 
diem is being paid by check. 

There will be no more travelers 
checks issued. 

You must make sure that your 
travel arrives in the Travel Department at 
least 5 working days before you travel 
date. 


For Sale 


Single family home on the Big 
Cypress Reservation at Horseshoe 
Village. 825 sq. ft. Has washer/dryer 
hook-ups. Only those seriously interested. 
Contact Lucille Jumper. 


Notices 


26th Annual American Indian 
Festival - November 8-15 entry forms 
may be obtained online or by writing: 
American Indian Film Institute 333 
Valencia St., Suite 322 San Francisco, CA 
94103 Attn: Michael Smith, Director 
Phone (415) 554-0542 www.aifisf.com 
email: indianfilm@airfisf.com. The 
entry deadline is August 17, 2001. 

Third Annual Tribal 
Administrators Conference - September 
18 - 19, 2001 in San Diego, CA. 
Registration fee is $429 per person, call 
DCI America for more information at 800- 
888-1027. 

Professional Excellence for 
Secretaries, Administrative Assistants 
and Coordinators - October 16 - 17, 

2001 in Las Vegas, Nevada. $399 per per- 
son - registration. Call 800-888-1027 for 
information. 

Third Annual Leadership 
Conference - October 10 - 12, 2001 in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, $429 per person. Visit 
website at wwwDCIAmerica.com for 
details. 

Tribal Housing Law - August 
15 - 16, 2001 in Reno, Nevada. An 
overview of the Native American Housing 
Act and Self-Determination Act 
(NAHASDA). Call 800-888-1027, 
www.DCIAmerica.com. 

Enterprise Risk and Control 
Self-assessment Conference - August 20- 
22 at the Sheraton Centre Hotel in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. To register 
online: www.theiia.org, e-mail: cust- 
serv@theiia.org, Tel: 1-407-830-7600, 
ext. 1. 

24th Annual Pow Wow of 
Champions - August 10, 11, 12, 2001 at 


the OK Fairgrounds - Expo Building in 
Tulsa, OK. 

Parrot Jungle and Gardens - 

This offer is good until Sept. 3. Brings 
back an incredible deal for Florida resi- 
dents. For just $1 more than the price of 
regular one-day admission, Florida resi- 
dents receive unlimited visits to the park 
for the rest of the year. For info, call (305) 
666-7834 or visit at 
www.parrotjungle .com. 

Road to Recovery Conference - 
August 20 through 25th, 2001, by 
Sharlene’s Angels On Earth Inc. a 501c3 
org. that helps Survivors Stay Survivors. 
To be held in Broward County, for more 
info please call (954) 981-5616 or 
www. angelsonearthinc .com. 

Free Concerts & Dancing 
Under the Stars - August 6 through 29, 
Easy listening, country music, variety 
show, rhythm & blues. Call beach theater 
listings at (954) 921-3404, 
www.hollywoodfl.org. 

Summer Antique 
and Collectibles 
Extravaganza - August 3, 4, 
and 5, 2001, will be held at 
the South Florida 
Fairgrounds in West Palm 
Beach. You may call (561) 

793-0333 or (800) 527-3247. 

Wrenchead.com 
Monster Jam - August 18 & 

19 at the National Car Rental 
Center and Miami Arena on 
August 24 & 25 for two huge 
back-to-back weekends of 
monster truck racing excite- 
ment. Tickets are available 
through TicketMaster. 


July 30 - August 3: 

Academic awards trip to New York 
City 

August 8: 

Public school starts 


Poems 


As I return to my essence 
I realize my native blood is a blessing, 
Seminoles are the only unconquered No 
question. 

When reality sets in, 

It s kind a hard to deny being proud, 

Of the advantages we ve been given ’ 

I am a native warrior, 

The unforgiving still living. 

In a world of sin, 

I choose to never fail, 

In this living Hell, 

I shall always win and prevail. 

By: Marked A. Billie 


dll 
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September 7 Issue • August 24 Deadline 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 



Happy Birthday to my “Baby 
doll”, Chelsey Nicole Ford, who turned 3 
years old on July 3rd. You are the most 
precious and sweetest blessing that God 
has given to me. It’s just you and me and 
I do my best to be a good mommy to you 
and to provide the things that you need. 
The past 2 years haven’t been the best for 
us, but I have tried to make sure that you 
are the happiest little girl and that I am 
always there for you. 

I love singing with you every 
night before you go to sleep. I love your 
sweet little kisses and hugs and your “I 
Wuv you mommy”. I love the blessings 
of each new day that we get to spend 
together. 

It seems like just yesterday, I 
was holding my little baby girl in my 
arms, right after she came into this world. 
Time goes so fast and you are growing up 
right before my eyes. I’m glad that I get 
to see you grow up and that I get to see 
you enjoy the things that lights up your 
eyes and puts the smiles on your precious 
little face. You are goofy at times and you 
make me laugh. At times you are the one 
to hold me and comfort me when I need 
someone there for me. 

May each day bring you happi- 
ness, joy, laughter and all of the love that 
you deserve. I love you, Mommy 
(Michelle Ford). 



I l 

Lordy, Lordy look who’s 40! 
OOPS!!!!!!!!!! I mean 42! On July 15 
We would all like to wish you a Happy 
Birthday 

From: The Crew at Blue Top 
Construction 



Wishing a Happy Birthday to my 
granddaughter Cindi. A happy 9th birth- 
day. We love you very much. Love, your 
Grandmother, Cornelia Osceola 


Happy Birthday Huneeyohle, 
Marlon Foster. We love you lots! From 
Egoosh (Cheyanna), Mom (Doris) and 
your sisters. 

Happy Birthday to my little 
boy, Marlon James Edward Foster who 

will be twelve years old on July 2 1 . We 
love you always. Grandma Doris. 

Happy birthday to Rachael 
Justine Billie, bom on July 12. Love ya, 

Aunt Doris and the Otter Gang. 

Happy birthday to Sally “Lily” 
Osceola, born on July 21. Love you, 

Aunt Doris and the kids. 


Decal Notice To Tribal Members 

*Renewal of Motor Vehicle Plates and Registration 


In order to qualify for a 
Seminole Indian license plate, you must 
be the owner of the vehicle and carry 
insurance required under Florida law. 

Because of recent changes in the 
State of Florida Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles computer system 
and data base, motor vehicle plates for 
Seminole Tribal members will no longer 
be issued on a fiscal basis. Tags and 
decals will be issued with expiration dates 
corresponding to each Tribal member’s 
birth date. This change is effective imme- 
diately. 

Decals extending the June 2001 
expiration date to the birth date must be 
picked-up in the Tag Clerk’s office locat- 
ed in the Tribal member’s respective 
reservation. You will also receive your 
new registration at the same time. You 
should contact the respective Tag Clerk’s 
office immediately to receive your new 
decal and registration. You must bring 
your insurance card or other proof of 
insurance with you. The decal must be 
immediately affixed to your current plate, 
and the new registration must be kept 
with you when driving your vehicle. If 
you continue to use your plate without the 
new decal and/or without proper registra- 
tion, you may be stopped by law enforce- 
ment and receive a citation including a 
fine. 

The new decal and registration 
will expire on your birth date. You must 
contact the Tag Clerk’s office three 
month’s before your birth date. You must 
bring the registration form and insurance 
card with you so that the Tag Clerk’s 
office can renew your registration and 
apply for your next year’s decal. All reg- 
istrations, plates and decals will be issued 


through the Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles in Tallahassee, 
and mailed to the Tribe for distribution to 
you. You do not have to contact the State 
of Florid (DMV) regarding registration 
and decals as described herein. 

For initial purchase of vehicle 
and issuance of initial plate, or trade-in 
with plate for transfer. 

You must complete an Affidavit 
by Indian Tribal Member, which must be 
notarized, and present the Affidavit to the 
car dealership in order to obtain a 
Seminole Indian license plate. The 
Affidavit form is available at each Tag 
Clerk’s office on the respective reserva- 
tion. If you do not comply, you will likely 
incur the regular charge for a regular 
plate. Car dealerships will complete tem- 
porary tag documents and/or transfer doc- 
uments. For casual sales of vehicles or 
transfers not involving a car dealership, 
the documents will be prepared by the 
Tag Clerk’s office on the respective reser- 
vation. 

Should you have any questions, 
contact the Tribal Clerk’s office in 
Hollywood at (954) 967-3465. Ask to see 
Suzanne Palm at extension 1162. 

For the Big Cypress residents 
you report to the Frank Billie Center and 
ask for Cecilia Tigertail or call (863) 
983-2157. 

For the Brighton/Tampa reser- 
vations, you need to see Beulah Gopher 
at the Field Office, or call (863) 763- 
4128. 

Immokalee residents can report 
to Sheila Aguilar at the Field Office for 
your tags and decals, or call (941) 657- 
6567. 
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Seth Randolph, Dayne Johns, Loren Osceola, Jesse Osceola, William Bearden, Christina-iJsceola 


Brighton 

Continued from page 7 

beating out, by 1 oz., 

Tiffany Youngblood whose 
catch weighed 2 lbs. 1 oz. 
There was a tie for 3rd 
place, Boogie Johns and 
Grace Koontz’ fish each 
^ ^ , , , weighted 6 ozs. Bream: 

Daylon Youngblood Beverly Tommie’s fish of 6 

oz. was big enough for 1 st 
place, Jennie Stocktons’ 5 oz. 
catch held on to 2nd place, and 3rd place was split 
by 2 anglers; Shannon Gopher and Amy Ashley, 
each fish weighed 4 oz. each. Catfish: Emma 
Urbina’s catfish weighed lib. 14 oz., good enough 
for 1st place. Rinella Bailey’s fish of lib. 11 oz. was 
a close 2nd, 3rd place went to Arica Buck whose 
fish totaled lib 7 oz’s. Mudfish: Angler Boogie 
Johns caught the largest mudfish, at 21bs. 4 oz. Liz 
Johns finished 2 in the class with a fish that totaled 

2- lbs. 12 oz’s. Emma Urbina finished third with a 
fish that weighed 2-lbs. 2 oz’s. Garfish: Carolyn 
Billie had the winning Gar which weighed 3 lbs. 12 
oz’s, Emma Urbina’s fish weighed 3 lbs. 7 oz. 2nd, 
and 3rd went to Boogie Johns fish that weighed 3 
lbs. 8 oz’s. 

Fishing (18 - 49) Men: Bass: Jessie 
Urbina’s bass tipped the scales at 3 lbs. 2 oz. to win, 
Adam Turtle’s 2nd place fish weighed 1 lbs. 9 oz. 
and Jack Billie settled for 3rd place with a weight of 
1 lb. 8 oz’s. Bream: Kevin Tommie’s bream 
weighed 4 oz’s and won him 1st. Eugene Tommie’s 

3- oz fish was good for 2nd, while a tie for 3rd place 
between Albert Snow and Sampson Gopher. 

Catfish: Kevin Lawrence took the honors with a 
fish that weighed 4 lbs. 7 oz., Jessie Urbina’s fish 
held onto 2nd place with a weight of 4 lbs. 4 oz. and 
Jack Billie took 3rd place with a catch of 3 lbs. 2 oz. 
Mudfish: Timmy Marin bested the class with a 
catch of 3 lbs. 10 oz’s and 2nd and 3rd place were 
split three ways by Earl Strickland, Jessie Urbina 
and Amos Tiger. Garfish: Timmy Marin’s gar 
weighed 4 lbs. 1 oz. for 1st place. Earl Strickland 
placed 2nd with a 4 lb. catch, Adam Turtle and Jesse 
Urbina split for 3rd place. 

Horseshoe: 1st place Jenny Johns and John 
Tommie, 2nd place - Stacey Jones and Billy 
Osceola, 3rd place - Emma Urbina and Jesse 
Urbina. Senior Horseshoe winners (Women): Rosie 
Billie placed 1st and Mabel Haught followed in 2nd 
place. Senior Men’s winners: Russell Osceola was 
best on this 4th of July day, while Howard Micco 
had to settle to be second best. 


Volleyball: Dana Osceola, Richard 
Osceola, Laverne Thomas, Jason Thomas, Farrah 
Jones and Elton Shore. 

Tug of War (18 & over): With the pit dug 
and watered down it was an awesome sight to see 
the pulls being made, all the glory of being named 
Brighton Tug of War Champions. Both Alex Johns 
and John Wayne Huff made sure the pit was to regu- 
lation and just the right amount of water added to 
the pit for proper footing. Now it was time to tug, 
and tug they did. 

The teams entered the pit one by one 
pulling and setting their strategies for leverage and 
just pure strength. Kids pulled, the elders pulled 
while the spectators 
yelled and 
screamed encour- 
agement as they 
supported their 
favorite team. 

Down the teams 
fell one by one as 
they meet the chal- 
lenge, both men 
and women, until 
there was one team 
standing alone, the 
reservations cham- 
pions. 

Victorious 
for the day the 
Brighton Seminole Surely you joust! 

Reservation 
Champion’s title 

safe with them until next 4th of July 2002. For the 
Women, the team of Cathy Martin, Mary Jo Micco, 
Emma Urbina, Linda Tommie, Debbie Carter and 
Dana Osceola were the best on this day. While on 
the Men’s side; Emerson Billie, Sampson Gopher, 
Sammy Smedley, Jamie Smith, Merle Billie and 
Billy Bailey stood victorious to all challengers of 
the day. 

JR Huff and crew again operated the cook- 
ing grill feed the community once again. The day’s 
menu was a traditional old-fashioned American 4th 
of July bar-b-que: hamburgers, hot dogs, potato 
salad, baked macaroni and cheese, with baked 
beans. 

A special thanks to JR, his hand chosen 
crew, the servers, and all who took part in making 
the day a special one to spend with family and 
friends. It was a time to renew old friendships, make 
new ones, and relax in the Florida sunshine. 

The evening’s fireworks were exquisite, 
and the laser show was dynamic as they put an end 
to a glorious day. 






Natasha Billie 


Big Cypress 
Celebrates 
4th of July 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — It was a day 
of fun. Rides, slides, popcorn and all the 
trimmings of an Independence Day 
Celebration. The Junior Cypress Rodeo 
Complex grounds was the site of this years’ 
Big Cypress 4th of July Celebration. 

Beginning at 10 a.m., the assort- 
ment of rides and games provided by A- Act 
Entertainment out of Ft. Lauderdale served 
up as much fun as possible for the whole 
day. 

Some of the features among the many sets 
were a giant slide, a rock climbing wall, 
inflatable sumo wrestling suits, and an 
inflated boxing ring with giant boxing 
gloves. Free popcorn and snow cones came 
with games and rides. A trained monkey, 


3rd Place - Rudy Osceola. 

In the Senior Women’s 
Division, 1st Place - Eliza 
Nelson, 2nd Place - Geneva 
Douglas. 

Shortly after dusk 
everyone took their places to 
enjoy the fantastic fireworks 
show. Rounds were set off 
every six seconds for the first 
part of display. At one point, 
the moon rose out of the 
clouds, full and beautiful, giv- 
ing the fireworks an enhancing 
backdrop. 

Big Cypress Recreation 
and Councilman David Cypress 
worked together to provide the 


presented by Uncle Lenny, posed for pic- entertainment at this years’ July 4th 


4th of July on the 

Tampa Reservation 

By Gary Padgett 

On July 4, 2001, the Tampa 
Community held its annual 4th of July cel- 
ebration. As the clouds gathered in the sky, 
friends and family gathered for a day of 
games, food and fireworks. The Tampa 
Community would not let the threat of a 
thunderstorm ruin their celebration. 

The games consisted of horse- 
shoes, golf chipping, and nine ball. For the 
Women’s Horseshoes, Mayra Simmons 
placed 1st, April Baker came in 2nd, Tina 
Smith came in 3rd and Carla Gopher took 
4th. For the Women’s Golf Chipping, Carol 
Foret took 1st, Carla Gopher placed 2nd, 

Colleen Henry placed 3rd, and Mayra 
Simmons came in 4th. For the Women’s 
Nine Ball, Debbie Henry came in 1st, Carol 
Foret took 2nd, Penny Jimmie took 3rd, 
and Mayra Simmons placed 4th. 

The men competed in the same 
games as the women, with Ronnie Doctor 
coming in 1st, Randy Santiago coming in 
2nd, Jerry Henry placing 3rd, and Jimmy 
Osceola taking 4th in the Men’s 
Horseshoes. For the Men’s Golf Chipping, , lran 
Richard Henry E ac ^ ( 
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Dylanie Henry chomps away 
between games 


Fore! Miranda Motlow prepares 
for her shot. 


placed 1st, Paul 
Simmons placed 
2nd, Ronnie Doctor 
came in 3rd, and 
Jessie Jimmie took 
4th. For the Men’s 
Nine Ball, Jerry 
Henry took 1 st, 

Paul Simmons 
placed 2nd, Craig 
Foret placed 3rd 
and Richard Henry 
came in 4th. 

The seniors and 
the children also 
competed in these 
games, and for the 
Senior’s Golf 
Chipping, Linda O. 
Henry placed 1st, 
Maggie Garcia took 
2nd, Bobby Henry 
took 3rd, and 
Nancy Frank came 
in 4th. The children 
competed in Nine 
Ball and Golf 
Chipping, and the 
Girls’ Nine Ball, 
Linda J. Henry 


came in 1 st, Alana Henry took 2nd, 
Miranda Motlow took 3rd, and Stacy Smith 
placed 4th. For the Boy’s Nine Ball, Joel 
Frank placed 1st, Matthew Henry took 2nd, 
Clayton Simmons came in 3rd, and Joseph 
Santiago took 4th. For Golf Chipping (ages 
2-4), Christina Clark placed 1 st for the girls 
and Ethan Smith placed 1st for the boys. 
For Golf Chipping (ages 5-9), Stacy Smith 
took 1 st, Phaydra Clark placed 2nd, Tiffany 
Foret placed 3rd, and Dylanie Henry came 
in 4th for the girls. For the boys, Jacob 
Santiago took 1st, Kyle Henry placed 2nd, 
Matthew Henry placed 3rd, and Joel Foret 
came in 4th. For Golf Chipping (ages 10- 
12), Seirra Simmons placed 1st, and Kaylin 
Henry placed 2nd for the girls. For the 
boys, Devin Doctor placed 1 st, Joshua 
Smith came in 2nd, Kevin Frank came in 
3rd, and Clayton Simmons placed 4th. For 
Golf Chipping (ages 14-17), Aaron Frank 
placed 1 st for the boys, and for the girls, 
Alana Henry came in 1 st, Miranda Motlow 
placed 2nd, and Linda J. Henry took 3rd. 

At the end of the day, after every- 
one had played games and eaten, it was 
time for the fireworks. The lightning tried 
to put on a better show, but the fireworks 
went higher, lasted longer, and had many 
more colors. When it was all over and 
through, the Tampa Community could con- 
gratulate itself for another well-done 4th of 
July. 



tures with any and everybody. Free hot 
dogs, hamburgers, chips, salads and other 
fun time fare was provided by recreation. 
Mike Cypress and Nancy Billie also 
cooked and served free food for the enjoy- 
ment of the community. 

B. C. Recreation also sponsored 
a horseshoe contest that drew participants 
over to the arena for some serious horse- 
shoe tossing. In the men’s division 1st 
Place went to Jason Grasshopper / Charlie 
Cypress. 2nd Place - Earl Kirkland / 
Melvin Nelson. 3rd Place - Jeremiah Hall 
/ Brian Billie. In the Women’s Division, 

1 st Place went to Rachel Tubby / Mayra 
Jumper. 2nd Place - Dale Grasshopper / 
Sara Kirkland. 3rd Place - B. J. Billie / 
Bobbie Billie. In the Senior Men’s 
Division the winners were, 1 st Place - 
Leroy King, 2nd Place - Harry Douglas, 


Celebration for the community. Never 
too far from any tribal events, Mr. Paul 
Buster sang and played guitar for the 
enjoyment of all who attended. 


Brian Billie, Candy Cypress, Wendy 
Cypress at Horseshoe Contest 
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Happy B’day David! 


Big Cypress has another Senior Citizen. 
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Preschoolers Field Trip 


Immokalee preschoolers enjoy King 
Richard’s theme park. 
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Whitney demonstrates the Eagle Dance with hoops she made. 


Eighth Annual Seminole Wellness 
Conference Highlights and Profiles 


By Barbara Secody 

MARCO ISLAND — The 
Hilton was the setting for the Eighth 
Annual Seminole Wellness Conference 
held from July 16 through July 20. 
Throughout the week, activities were 
held from sun-up until late at night. 

The day’s agenda began each morning 
with a power walk for fitness buffs 
determined to stick to their exercise 
regimen. 

After breakfast, morning 
workshops provided presentations by 
noted speakers from throughout the 
United States, many returning for their 
second or third year as presenters at the 
conference. The speakers provided 
information on such issues as sub- 
stance abuse, family harmony, spiritu- 
ality, relapse prevention, team building 
and domestic violence. 

Groups for women and men 
were provided, such as forums for the 
younger folks. Nightly A A meetings 
were also held at the hotel. Many par- 
ticipants shared their personal testi- 
monies and provided encouragement to 
those on the bumpy path to recovery. 

One of the most popular 
speakers at the conference was Mr. 


Sam Dawes, a Cherokee from 
Tahlequah, OK. Dawes has been a 
drug and alcohol specialist for 27 
years, and is currently working at an 
in-patient facility in Maryland. 

He is in the process of relocat- 
ing to Lake Forrest, NC to start a part- 
time outpatient-counseling program 
and find a permanent job. This is the 
third year Dawes has attended the 
Seminole Wellness Conference. “This 
is paradise!,” said Dawes. He says that 
he has been in recovery for the past 30 
years and has worked with someone 
from nearly every race. 

Dawes has written a book 
entitled “Relapse Prevention for Native 
Americans” and is close to finally get- 
ting it published. He says that relapse 
prevention is really his field of expert- 
ise, and presented the subject at this 
year’s conference. 

Tony Pace, from Heron, VA, 
and runs the Comprehensive Addiction 
Programs, also returned to the Wellness 
Conference for the third year in a row. 
He said that he is honored to return, 
and has enjoyed seeing old friends and 
meeting new ones. 

See HIGHLIGHTS, page 16 


Big Cypress, Immokalee 
Youth Conference A Success 



By Nery Mejicano 

RUSKIN — On August 1 to 
August 3, the Big Cypress/Immokalee 
Youth Conference took place at the Bahia 
Beach Island Resort and Hotel, a wonder- 
ful resort and picturesque resort located 
on Tampa Bay, across from St. Petersburg. 


Council Representatives David Cypress of 
Big Cypress and Elaine Aguilar of 
Immokalee sponsored the conference. 

Over one hundred Tribal members partici- 


pated in this event. 

The conference focused on 
parental involvement in their child’s 
development, health, and well being. The 
lectures and activities were geared toward 
family participation and, as such, it was a 
success. Many parents participated in the 
presentations and activities as 
well as the fun activities that 
were planned for August 1 , at 
Celebration Station in Tampa. 

The Conference was the 
joint effort of several pro- 
grams and was truly a team 
effort. In a short period of 
time, a planning committee 
was put in place and all activi- 
ties, speakers, and numerous 
details were worked out. 
Topics of discussion included 
drug prevention, self-esteem, 
and the family role in shaping 
behavior, sexual abuse pre- 
vention, teen violence and 
others. 

Jeanette Cypress, 
Danielle Jumper and Desiree 
Jumper provided the partici- 
pants with a very interesting 
and educational cultural pres- 
entation: the tanning of deer hides, as 
demonstrated by film and pictures. Benny 
Secody, Phillip Jumper, and Lenny Jim 

See YOUTH, page 6 


Lenny and Maria at the Celebration Station. 
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Brighton Holds Annual Sports Banquet 


By Michael Janies 

OKEECHOBEE — The stars 
came out on the evening of July 18, at the 
Okeechobee KOA Convention Center. 
Sports stars that are. This year over 500 
guests, Tribal officials, royalty, and ath- 
letes turned out for the event, the annual 
celebration of Brighton youth and their 
athletic achievements. 

Emcee Kevin Osceola made 
opening remarks and introduced Tribal 
officials and royalty to the guests before 
masterfully moving through the 150-plus 
awards that Brighton youth took home 
that night. 

Acting Chairman, Mitchell 
Cypress, said, “I’ve always admired 
Brighton people for their support of 
youth. It takes a lot of effort to get these 
kids to bowling, tee ball, and the rodeo 
and it shows.” 

Brighton Council Representative, 
John Wayne Huff, in one of his first 


appearances before such a large group 
said, “I would like to thank everyone for 
coming tonight to honor the students but 
let’s not forget the parents and the efforts 
by them to get these kids to the sporting 
events.” Many of the Brighton athletes are 
involved in reservation athletics, as well 
as school and community functions in 
Okeechobee. 

Brighton Board Representative, 
and rodeo cowboy, Alex Johns also 
thanked the parents and said, “our kids are 
successful because of your efforts.” 

Following the opening remarks 
and a fully catered sit down meal, keynote 
speaker and 4-time World Champion 
rodeo cowboy and President of the PBR, 
Tuff Hedeman took center stage to 
address the youth. 

Hedeman, who is as humble as 
he is gritty, began his story about his life 
by telling the audience that he was the 
youngest of seven kids. He grew up 


Richard Hedeman in El Paso, TX and 
developed a love of bull riding at an early 
age. He rode his first calf when he was 4 
years old about the same time he earned 
his nickname ‘Tuff’. 

Interestingly, the name didn’t 
come from his riding prowess. Horse 
trainer ‘Tater’ Decker came up with the 
name when young Hedeman got his hand 
slammed shut in Decker’s truck door and 
never broke a tear. Decker began calling 
him ‘tuff nut,’ which eventually was 
shortened to Tuff, which stuck. 

Hedeman rode calves relentlessly 
and moved up to junior bulls and he 
admitted that he ‘never won’. However, 
one thing that Hedeman possessed, and 
something that he projected strongly to 
the Brighton youth, was his love for the 
sport. He practiced all of the time, and 
never gave up. 

Things turned around for 
Hedeman in high school. In 1980, he won 
the New Mexico High School Rodeo 
Association’s bull riding and all-around 
categories. He went on to state team rop- 
ing all-around titles in 1981. 

He received a rodeo scholarship 
in the fall of 1981 and attended Sul Ross 
State University in Alpine, TX. 

University coach John Mahoney said he 
had never known anybody to have as 
much determination as Tuff. 

When Sul Ross made the 1982 
National Collegiate Finals in Bozeman, 
MT, Mahoney chose Tuff to be on the 
team. As part of the Sul Ross State 
University rodeo team, Tuff competed in 
saddle bronc riding, bull riding, team rop- 
ing and steer wrestling. That team went 
on to win the NIRA Men’s Team 
Championship. 

After again winning the National 
Collegiate Finals again in 1983, Hedeman 
turned pro. Tuff joined the Association in 
1983, and filled his permit at one rodeo in 
the bronc-riding event. He qualified for 

See BANQUET, page 10 



L-R: Mary Huff Brighton Junior Miss, Tuff Hedeman, Holly Johns, Rodeo Queen 
and Brighton Miss Seminole Clarissa Randolph. 


Florida Indian Youth Program 
Awards Banquet 2001 



Group A eagerly awaits their awards in math and writing, which was given out by 
their teachers. 


By Alexandra Frank 

TALLAHASSEE, FL — On 
July 27, the young Native participants 
attending the Florida Indian Youth 
Program, held on the Florida State 
University campus, gathered at the Leon 
County Civic Center for the program’s 
closing Awards Banquet. 

For two weeks, these young peo- 
ple have the opportunity to stay and learn 
at the prestigious learning facility. There, 
they learn what is expected of them at a 
university of higher education. 

The participants attend classes 
and workshops that introduce them to the 
curriculum of a university. They must be 
prepared to attending classes and partici- 
pate as well. There are classes that 
improve their mathematics, writing, and 
comprehension skills. 

It must have been a relief for 
these young participants to finish off their 
two weeks visit with a dinner, awards, and 
small after event party. At the banquet hall 
families of the attending participants ate 
dinner with program counselors, teachers, 
and the Florida Governor’s Council on 
Indian Affairs staff. 

After dessert, Mr. Bob Kellam, 
Employment and Training Director began 
the evening with a few announcements. 
One announcement will have serious con- 
sequences on the future of the F.I.Y.P. site. 
Mr. Kellam stated, “some ill advised FSU 


Administrators have decided that they will 
not be providing conference services like 
this to groups like ours anymore.” 

This caused a bit of a stir among 
participants and parents, especially since 
FSU has played host to the F.I.Y.R event 
since it began in 1982. Kellam said that a 
new host site is currently being scouted 
for next year. 

Mr. Kellam introduced various 
individuals who play a part in the function 
of the F.I.Y.R event. Steven Bowers, the 


Seminole Tribe’s Liaison to the Governors 
Council on Indian Affairs, and Bob 
Travis, the Florida Governor’s Council on 
Indian Affairs Treasurer since 1974. Mr. 
Kellam then read a letter from Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who sent his 
regards and that due to prior engagements 
he would not be able to attend. 

Steven Bowers and Joe Quetone 
- Administrative Executive Director of 

See FIYP, page 5 


Free Daily Shuttle Service To The 
Seminole Indian Casino Hollywood 



The Hollywood Shuttle Bus currently has stops by the beach area, but soon more 
stops will be added later this year. 


HOLLYWOOD — Come join 
the fun and excitement at the Seminole 
Indian Casino of Hollywood! We now 
provide Free Shuttle Service twice daily 
from the Playdium Clubhouse at Hillcrest 
and Washington Street route. 

Morning departure leaving the 
Playdium approximately 9:30 a.m. 

Monday - Saturday and at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday. The return trip is at 2:45 p.m. 

Evening departure leaving the | 
Playdium approximately 4:45 p.m. £ 

Monday - Sunday and returning from the 2 
Casino at 10:15 p.m. Call to arrange door § 
to door Shuttle Service for local groups of ^ 
10 or more people. 

Daily free shuttle service on the 
Beach to the Seminole Indian Casino 
Hollywood between Hallandale Beach 
Boulevard and Dania Beach Boulevard. 
Departure Point (local bus stops) from 
Three Islands, morning departure 9:15 
a.m., evening departure 5:15 p.m. 

From Ocean View, 4001 S. 

Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:35 
a.m., evening departure 5:35 p.m. From 
Sea Air Towers, 3725 S. Ocean Drive, 


morning departure 9:36 a.m., evening 
departure 5:36 p.m. From The Alexander, 
3705 S. Ocean Drive, morning departure 
9:37 p.m., evening departure 5:37 p.m. 

From The Quadman, 2301 S. 
Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:38 


a.m., evening departure 5:38 p.m. From 
the Cambridge Tower, 1601 S. Ocean 
Drive, morning departure 9:39 p.m., 
evening departure 5:39 p.m. From the 

See CASINO, page 13 
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Tribal Calendar Ideas Needed 


The Seminole Tribune is 
requesting your ideas for theme of the 
2002 Tribal calendar. 

Examples from past calendars: 
Culture, Arts & Crafts, Alligator 
Wrestlers, Elders, Children, etc. 

We will begin preparing the 
layout and design of the 2002 calendar 
in mid- September. Be sure to fax in 
your ideas to the Tribune office at 954- 
967-3482, or call 954-967-3416 no later 


than September 14. 

Everyone’s ideas are always 
valuable to work with, and we expect to 
receive many great ideas, which we can 
use. Chosen theme will be given special 
recognition in the calendar. 

Maybe you have some photos 
you would like to have printed, bring 
them on in. We can scan while you wait 
so you can leave with the original. 


Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 

My Experience with Recovery 


By Adam J. Motlow 

What can I tell you about alco- 
hol addiction? I can say now that the 
biggest problem is drug addiction. 

I’m keeping up with The 
Seminole Tribune and seeing the pass- 
ing of friends. I hope some of my old 
friends are still around. It seems like 
time just sits still for me now, as I sit 
here in prison. It is sad to hear about 
friends passing on. 

I like to hear news about how 
people are doing with their recovery, 
and how they are doing with the 
halfway houses. 

When I was getting sober, the 
old man told me, “young man, you 
have no idea of what you’re looking at. 
You’ll be opening a can of worms that 
will be crawling all out, you have to 
take them out one by one.” He was 
telling me you might have to take issue 
all the way back to your childhood, do 
research, study everything about addic- 
tion. Learn all you can, you just might 
have a handle on life. 

I had ten years before I 
relapsed, during that time meetings 
were off and on throughout the reserva- 
tion. We used to have a program called 
after-care; it was based on people com- 
ing back from recovery. What our bod- 
ies and minds were going through with- 
out the addiction were discussed. 

I remember a time when I was 
sharing that I had a nervous breakdown. 
I was going to the mailbox I saw a beer 
can on the sidewalk and I saw children 
playing off in the distance. I was almost 
a year into my recovery, I stood there 
telling myself, and these children don’t 
need to see this poison. I couldn’t step 
on it, kick it, or pick it up and throw it 
away. I walked around it that was my 
first time when reality set in. 

That liquid can had a hold on 
me, it was my friend, my lover, it was 
everything, I could probably even call it 
my higher power. At one time I would 
have lived and died for it. I was walk- 
ing away and I was telling myself, your 
getting flaky, so I ended up telling my 
group that night. 

I ran the chi-kee group for 
about 8 1/2 years, and we had a lot of 
people who got sober. We had people 
sharing about their addictions and what 
they were doing for themselves. 
Sponsorship is important because your 
always looking at different issues, one 
of them was losing friends, certain peo- 
ple who were very close to me. Nobody 
really asked what I was going through. 
So then I looked in other directions to 
fill that void, either with women, hunt- 
ing, or speaking out on my addiction. 

I had a low self-esteem of my 
education; I just knew enough to get by. 
And that was very important because 
your skill is to write to other people 
and keep in contact, most of all with 
friends. I had a good sponsor that I 
shared all my deepest darkest secrets 
with, because you don’t just share all 
those things with just anybody. My 
sponsor was an Indian friend that I can 
call a brother, he helped me a lot with 
the 12-step program. He shared a lot 


with me as well; he was very helpful in 
my research. 

My biggest downfall was my 
pride, and to ask for help. I think you 
have to feel enough pain physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. I am now 
seeking through meditation of my high- 
er power. I’m working on my GED and 
helping others who are willing to help 
themselves and willing to go to any 
lengths to help themselves. 

Here is a poem that a friend of 
mine wrote, it goes like this. Thank you 
for taking this time in publishing my 
letter. 

The Native Man 
By George M. Carter 

Where the buffalo roamed 
Is where we called home 
From the time of our people s birth 
We were taught from the start 
How to follow our hearts 
And give back to Mother Earth 
Then they came from the seas 
And scattered like bees 
And built cities across our land 
They destroyed our woods 
And took what they could 

With no regard for the Native man 

They looked us in the eyes 
As they told us their lies 
And called our land their nation 
They ’d burn down a village 
As they raped and pillaged 

Then herded us to a reservation 
Savages we were named 
And hung our heads in shame 
As they took away our land 
Is the land of the free 
What you would see 
Through the eyes of the Native man 

For three hundred years 
We ’ve shed our tears 
As they ve ruled with an iron rod 
They ve polluted our streams 
And it was all in the name of God 
While our voices are quiet 
They rip and they riot 
Through the remains of our home- 
land 

From the birds to the bees 

Through the valleys and the trees 
Roams the spirit of the Native man 

Through all they years 
Our visions have cleared 
As they ve gave us their education 
How will they live 
When she s no more to give 
This land they call their nation 
They ’ll reap what they sow 
Because we all know 
It s part of the great spirits plan 
And we know better than some 
Like the beat of a drum 
Pounds the heart of the Native man 

So people, won ’t you listen 
And put back what’s missin ’ 

Before it s too late for modern man 
Because when the dream crashes 
Up out of the ashes 
Will rise the pride of the Native man. 


Editor, 

Well, I would like to start by 
giving thanks to Dale Grasshopper and 
family for showing me a wonderful 
time while I was on the Rez about 3 
years ago. I went down to the Florida 
Seminole Rez not knowing what to 
expect. Being from Oklahoma, I real- 
ized how rich the Seminole heritage 
was. 

As a member of the Kiowa 
and Apache Tribes, we don’t speak or 
teach our language at an early age like 
the Seminoles. I met my first Seminole 
when I was in the 9th grade at 
Riverside Indian School, and his name 
was Joseph Michael Grasshopper. Later 
on, I met Eugenia Gayle Cypress, 
Leatrace Beth Cypress, Ms. Genell 
Roberts and Annie Jumper, and during 
my junior year at Sequoyah High 
School I met the late Mr. Adam Billie, 
who dated my younger sister, Neysha 
Autaubo for some time, not to mention 
he was my roommate my whole junior 
year. And it was through him that I met 
Devon Cypress. 

I was fortunate enough to 
experience life at SHS with Adam 
Billie, as well as graduate along side 
with him. Now, knowing all these 
Seminole Tribal members they all 
shared a few things. They all knew 
their history, how to speak their lan- 
guage, took pride in who they were, 
and what they stood for, and who they 
were representing while off the Rez. 

While visiting the Rez I felt so 
moved by how strong the Seminoles 
were as a Tribe. It was then that I knew 


that I was privileged to be around such 
strong Natives. The Rez is a beautiful 
place - the Safari, the hotels, gambling 
halls, the alligators (although I didn’t 
get to see the Infamous Superman), The 
Elders sitting out side, and the future of 
the Seminole Tribe in full effect run- 
ning around the Rez just being children. 
In all, it was a great visit that I’ll 
always hold dear to me because I was a 
fortunate Kiowa to experience the 
Seminole way of living and heritage. 

Now to you that I’ve men- 
tioned in my letter in hopes you’ll read 
this or that it will be published in the 
Tribune, my name is “Robby Chalepah 
Autaubo.” I now reside in Oakland, 

CA with a relative. I’m attending 
Oakland Merritt College, majoring in 
Business Management and Accounting. 

I graduated with the Sequoyah 
High School Class Of 2000. If Joe G., 
Eugenia C., Beth C., Genell R., Annie 
J., Devon C., Dale G., Gena K. or any- 
one else reads this, I would like to 
leave you with my address in hopes 
that I can reestablish contact with my 
long lost Seminole Friends. 

Robby Chalepah Autaubo, 

3421 California St., Oakland, CA, 
94602. (510) 482-5394. 

And to the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida: You are among the Greatest 
Natives In America. 

One Love, 

Robby Chalepah Autaubo 
kiowa_boy@hotmail.com or 
robby_chalepah@yahoo.com or 
kiowa_style2001@hotmail.com 


Tribal Fair Committee Meeting 



Grand Entry of the 30th Annual Tribal Festival, Pow Wow and Rodeo. 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On July 25, 
the Fair Committee gathered in the audi- 
torium lobby to address issues relating to 
the 2002 Seminole Tribal Fair. 

Bobby Frank, Assistant Director 
of the Broadcasting Department, intro- 
duced Editor Diana Matos as the person 
who will be responsible for the Tribal Fair 
commercial. The Committee agreed to air 
the commercials three weeks prior to the 
Fair, which will be held on Feb. 7-10, 

2002. 

Committee members stressed 
that promotional flyers should be passed 
out well in advance. The Committee con- 
sidered a suggestion that posters, with fly- 
ers attached, be set up in the lobbies of 
local banks. « 

Jean Fontana, acting Human *! 

Resources Director, said she has already < 
approached two banks. Both banks have | 
agreed to let the Tribe set up the posters £ 
and more banks will be approached with H 
the same concept. 

Ella DeHass, from the Education 
Department, asked for space to display a 
contest. DeHass said she would like to 
hold a poster contest for each reservation. 
The theme of the contest will be 
“Education: What It Means To Me.” 

Ms. DeHass proposed finding a 
site to display the winners, the contest 
judging will be done at the DSO 
Education Center. Ms. DeHass is still 
undecided as to what type of prize would 
be appropriate. Most committee members 
stated that it was at her discretion as to 
what type of prize to award. 

Some suggested speaking to 
Council and Board Representatives for 
help in obtaining prizes. It was also sug- 
gested that DeHass set up a committee for 
each reservation so that it does not 
become too overwhelming. The 
Committee agreed to look into what type 
of space is available for the contest. 

Priscilla Sayen made a point 
after Ms. DeHass ’s request for space, the 
“Arts and Crafts” committee would like to 
relocate back to the “pole barn”, which is 
next to the Fairgrounds entrance. “It’s to 
far out of the way,” said Sayen. “No one 
knows we’re even there.” 

This point brought up another 
issue that a number of committee mem- 


bers commented on. Every year, programs 
within the Tribe have set up booths in the 
“pole barn” that showcases their pro- 
grams. It is also a chance for the public to 
see the programs the Tribe has established 
in its fight to become self-sufficient. 

Many committee members felt 
that, although it was a positive idea to 
help promote the Tribe, it has become 
overused. The Committee voted to forgo 
the program booths and put the “Arts and 
Crafts” display back at the “pole bam.” 

At this time there is no set 
“theme” for the Tribal Fair. It may be 
helpful to give some suggestions especial- 
ly since this will be the 31st Seminole 
Indian Tribal Fair. 

The committee debated over ask- 
ing Representatives for more funds to 
start new categories such as a “drum con- 
test”, etc. There was also discussion about 
how the Fair should be viewed, as a 
money making venture or a cultural event. 
A majority felt that the Fair is more of a 
cultural event and should always be 
viewed as such. 


The Committee also considered 
possible changes to the program booklet. 
Ad prices may go up to help the booklet 
turn a profit. The booklet may also be 
sold along with the ticket for entry into 
the fair. 

Last year’s booklet was a com- 
memorative issue and the most expensive 
to date. Sales did not cover the production 
costs of that booklet, which led to this 
year’s debate. 

Another idea was to ask a 
Representative to help sponsor a program 
schedule, which would be given out at the 
time of a ticket purchase. Also, schools 
will be able to receive the schedule before 
the Fair dates, which help them set up 
visit times for their classes. 

Debating issues with a focus on 
improvement is well represented by the 
current Tribal Fair Committee. Their goal 
is to showcase the Tribe in a positive light 
and put on one of Florida’s most respect- 
ed cultural events. The next Tribal Fair 
committee meeting will be on August 29. 


Broward Community College Seminar 



Elena Starson and Melissa Billie 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — On July 31st 
and August 2, the Seminole Tribe’s 
Higher Education Program, in conjunction 
with Broward Community College, con- 
ducted one-day seminars at the Frank 
Billie Center in Big Cypress and the DSO 
Building in Hollywood, respectively. 

The seminars provided an oppor- 
tunity for community members, returning 
students, new students, and parents to 
meet with Higher Education counselors 
and BCC staff. 

The objectives of the meetings 
were to give an overview of Broward 
Community College, offer planning and 
academic advisement, conduct placement 
testing for new students, go through the 
admission and application process, regis- 
ter for Fall 2001 classes and conduct a 
Financial Aid Workshop. 


Hollywood 

Education Counselor Ella 
DeHass coordinated the 
event with Oona Davis, 

Assistant Coordinator of 
Enrollment Services for 
BCC. Ms. Davis initially 
contacted the Tribe with 
an offer to come onsite 
and conduct enrollment 
processing for Seminole 
community members. She 
was very concerned about 
the Seminole students los- 
ing opportunities, due to 
bureaucratic red tape 
causing untimely distribu- 
tion of allotted monies. 

The students were actual- 
ly being purged from the 
system. 

The idea 
of the semi- 
nar grew out 

of this concern. Ms. DeHass 
talked to the Higher 
Education staff and parents 
and decided upon this effort. 
By all accounts, both semi- 
nars were successful in bring- 
ing in students who took 
advantage of the outreach 
seminar. 

Some of the Big 
Cypress and Hollywood resi- 
dents that took full advantage 
of this opportunity were 
Nadine Bowers, Corey 
Wilcox, Melissa Billie, 
Michael Onco, Brandon 
Frank, Amie Gore, and Tina 
Lacey. Among the BCC staff 
were Registrar Kaye Francis 
Garland, Financial Aid 


Counselor Miriam Tirado, Education 
Counselor Elena Starson and Tester 
Michelle Lilly. 

Along with the variety of servic- 
es offered, the students were introduced to 
the online service, FAPSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid). 

Recognizing that the Big Cypress 
students travel a long way to attend class- 
es, there were ideas for easier access to 
educational resources that included bring- 
ing classes to the reservations. Two class- 
es per term were proposed. Presently, Ms. 
Davis would like to offer a class in 
“Access” a database management system 
at the DSO Building. 

The goal of the Higher Education 
staff and BCC is to enlighten students on 
their career paths and these two seminars 
were an excellent demonstration of that 
purpose. 



When you need a reporter contact ... 




Elizabeth Blake 


reunions, wedding, 
showers, you name 
any event you are 
having. 

Ask for 
Virginia Mitchell, 
Editor at (954) 
966-6300, ext. 

1265 or (954) 967- 
3416 and she will 
assign events 
accordingly to the 
reporters’ sched- 
ules. 


No matter 
which reservation 
you’re on - if 
you’re in need of a 
photographer or 
reporter please call 
The Seminole 
Tribune office at 
(954) 967-3416 
and we’ll be happy 
to assist you. 

Birthday 
party, family 
baby or bridal 
it, we will assist at 


Alexandra Frank 


We 

presently have 

three full time reporters in the depart- 
ment. Ernie Tiger at ext. 1261, 
Elizabeth (Libby) Blake at ext. 1267 
and Alexandra Frank at ext. 1268. 

If none of these individuals are 
available we will send a freelance pho- 


tographer/reporter to your function. 

We are here to serve everyone 
in Seminole Country. Call or fax infor- 
mation to (954) 967-3482 and we will 
schedule a reporter for you. 

Brighton freelance photogra- 
pher/ reporters are Sandi M. Osceola 
who can be 
reached at (863) 
467-3630, or at 
(863) 801-5021, 
and Tommy Benn 
at (561) 308-0101. 
Big 

Cypress photogra- 
pher/ reporters are 
Janice Billie, 
available on her 
cell phone at (863) 
447-1312 or at 
home (863) 983- 
8355, and Candy 
Cypress at (863) 983-6332. 

Immokalee photographer/ 
reporters are Benny 
and Barbara 
Secody, and they 
can be reached at 
(941) 573-8667. 

Tampa 
photographer/ 
reporters are Gary 
Padgett, at (863) 

621-2811 or Mark 
Madrid at (863) 

665-2201. 



) 



Ernie Tiger 
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Churches Pow Wow 
At Chickee Baptist 

By K. B. Schaller 

HOLLYWOOD — On July 7, the 
Fellowship of Churches for Youth Outreach met at 
the Chickee Baptist Church to plan strategies for 
reaching area youth. The group includes eight 
churches, with representatives from the Big Cypress, 
Tamiami Trail, Brighton, and Hollywood 
Reservations. 

Concerned that young people are faced with 
peer pressure to engage in negative activities involv- 
ing drugs, alcohol, vandalism, truancy, gang activity, 
and premarital sex, the group organized in June, 

2001 to address these issues. 

“Our mission is to unite to win, disciple, 
and encourage Seminole, and other youth, for the 
Lord,” states Rev. Arlen Payne, pastor of Chickee 
Baptist Church and chairman of the group, “We must 
encourage these young people to take a stand against 
drugs and other negative activities.” 

After opening hymns and prayer, Rev. Mike 
Harjo, a Native pastor from Oklahoma, delivered a 
message that was a call to action. 

“We must step outside the circle of self, and 
into the realm of the needs of others,” said Rev. 

Harjo, “We must all have a missionary’s heart. So 
many times, we Indians will not cry out to others for 
spiritual help. We have a tendency to keep it inside.” 

Rev. Harjo, son of Native evangelist and 
church planter Josh Harjo, was pastor of Grace Indian 
Baptist Mission Church for sixteen years. Heeding 
God’s call, he and his wife, Gena, and their two chil- 
dren recently relocated to the Hollywood reservation 
and became members of Chickee Baptist Church. 

“Drugs, alcohol, and the whole spectrum of 
things that negatively impact lives are symptoms of 
need. There’s something deep, dark, and sinister 
going on inside. The person is really asking, ‘Can 
anybody help?’,” said Rev. Harjo. 

“The help that they need has to come from 
God, not from the Federal government, Tribal leaders, 
or neighbors. We must be burdened for the needs 
those who are crying out.” 

After Harjo’s message, the group took a 
short break beneath the chickee and enjoyed coffee, 
fellowship, and later, a catered lunch. 

“I’m a newcomer here, but I worked with the 
young people while we were in Oklahoma,” said 
Gena Harjo, the other half of the soul-winning Harjo 
team, “Sometimes I would have to make two trips in 
a car to bring them to and from church.” 

“In addition to trans- 
portation, there was the food 
ministry. I was also the Sunday 
School teacher, taught Vacation 
Bible School for other churches, 
headed the ladies’ group, and 
even cleaned the church,” said 
Harjo. 

“Sometimes I would 
organize a slumber party at my 
home for the girls, so they could 
get a chance to really talk. 

Native kids need a lot of one-on- 
one intervention. 

“It’s hard work, but if 
that’s what it’s going to take to 
reach these kids, I’m willing to 
do that here, too,” added Harjo. 

When the meeting 
resumed, the church representa- 
tives updated the group on their 
church’s activities, aimed at 
reaching the young. 

Rev. Robert North, 

Tamiami Trail representative, said 

that his church’s Vacation Bible School gave the 

young people the opportunity to hone their leadership 

skills. 

“We used a familiar format, and the kids ran 
it, pretty much. The adult teachers taught, but the 
young people led the songs, read the scriptures, and 
so forth. Attendance was good, even though we had 
only church members, and no new people,” said 
North, “Anyhow, numbers are not all-important. What 
we need are people with the commitment to work.” 

Brighton youth leader, Robin Wakefield, 
took the youth on an excursion to Universal Studios 
in Orlando. “They were so excited, and I enjoyed 
myself. I’m looking forward to doing more of these 
types of things with them,” she stated. 



Pastor Mike Harjo with bible school attendees. 


“We also held Vacation Bible School two 
weeks ago, and had three salvations. We’ll be baptiz- 
ing them on Sunday,” said Wakefield, proudly. 

Andrea Cypress, Big Cypress representative, 
who also serves as secretary-treasurer for the 
Fellowship, stated, “I pick the young people up for 
church, and serve as youth leader. We have lots of 
girls in our activities, but we need more boys to par- 
ticipate.” 

Cypress said the group is funded by individ- 
ual donations, church fundraisers, and businesses 
interested in the welfare of the youth. “All funds are 
used specifically for church- sponsored youth activi- 
ties,” said Cypress. 

The Fellowship members agreed that reach- 
ing, and maintaining, the interest of young men 
through church outreach is a special challenge. The 
primary need in each of their churches is for more 
mature men to serve as role models and mentors for 
young males. 

“At Chickee Baptist, we have 
resumed The Gathering, which meets 
on Saturday evenings, and targets the 
youths of the church,” said Rev. 
Arlene Payne, “During our Vacation 
Bible School, we will be placing 
more of our boys and girls in leader- 
ship roles this year.” 

“This fall, we’ll be taking 
them on a weekend youth retreat. 
Last year’s was a huge success. It 
wore me out,” he added with a grin, 
“but it was well-worth the effort. We 
also plan to take them to The Holy 
Land Experience, near Universal 
Studios, sometime in the future. I 
hear it’s a Bible lesson in itself.” 

Rev. Harjo summed up the 
meeting with an addendum to his 
sermon: “We have to know how to 
reach people and lead them to the 
Lord, and our young people are a 
priority. The only way to do it is 
through the Word of God, from a 
man of God. Music stirs, but they 
need the word, straight out of the Bible.” 

“And we, the leaders, must not compromise 
our witness by the way we look, act, and speak. 
People must know who Jesus is, and know that it is 
He who empowers us,” said Rev. Harjo, who was 
clad in a suit and tie, with conservative crew cut hair. 
“We must be the ones to encourage our youth to make 
God the center of their lives, and the church the cen- 
ter of their activities.” 

Rev. Harjo received no arguments, only nods 
of agreement, and amens from the attendees, as the 
meeting adjourned. 

For additional information regarding the 
Fellowship of Churches for Youth Outreach, contact 
Rev. Arlen Payne, Chairman, at (954)-894-5651. 



Gena Harjo taught a class at 
vacation bible school. 


Water Levels Rise, Kissimmee River 
Navigation Partially Restored 


Due to recent rainfall, water levels in the 
reestablished portions of the Kissimmee River 
between water control structures S-65A and S-65C 
have risen to the point where navigation is once again 
possible. Boaters should continue to proceed through 
the river channel with caution, and at slow speeds 
because of the changing nature of the restored system. 

Since February, an area near the weirs that 
were placed in Pool B of the Kissimmee River as part 
of the demonstration project constructed during the 
mid 1980s has been blocked by a sandbar across the 
river channel that was exposed due to the drought’s 
record low water levels. This sandbar is now under 
about three feet of water, making it possible for most 
boats to pass. Removal of these weirs will not be 
addressed until Phase 4 of the river restoration proj- 
ect, which is scheduled to begin in seven or eight 
years. 

Shoaling at Micco Bluff has created shallow 
water conditions in a bend of the river. Boaters 
should continue to use caution in this area. As flows 
increase in the re-established portions of the 
Kissimmee River, shoaling at river bends may 
become more common while the river adjusts to the 


increased flow conditions. Although navigation 
remains possible, boaters should use caution and trav- 
el slowly through these areas of the river. 

Boaters will find that it is still impossible to 
travel from Lake Okeechobee to Kale Kissimmee via 
the Kissimmee River due to the ongoing refurbish- 
ment project at the S-65E navigation lock. This navi- 
gation lock is between the Kissimmee River and Lake 
Okeechobee, at the southernmost point in the river. 
Activities at this navigation lock are planned for com- 
pletion in the next few weeks, making navigation 
from Lake Okeechobee to Lake Kissimmee possible 
once again. 

Advance notices of navigation blockages 
will continue to be printed. Please call either the 
SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center or the SFWMD 
Orlando Service Center with questions for the most 
current information when making plans to travel the 
Kissimmee Waterway. The Okeechobee telephone 
number is (863) 462-5260 or (800) 250-4200. In 
Orlando, the number is (407) 858-6100 or (800) 250- 
4250. 

— Submitted By South Florida Water 
Management District 


DSO Library Schedule 


The fun continues through Aug. 24. 
Mornings, 8 a.m. - Noon - Monday: Preschool 
Story Time. Tuesday - Friday: Computer lab and 
reading time for youths and adults. Afternoons: 1 
p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Summer reading - sign up now! Many 
new books have arrived. Take some out for a test 
read! (All kids K-12) - Keep track of what you 
read and earn prizes. 

Computer fun, internet sites, and more. 
How big does a Florida panther, whale, or python 
get? You can find the answers on the internet. 

Art: painting, drawing, and papier-mache. 
Create your favorite Everglades animal out of 
paper-mache. 


Writing stories, poetry, and a newsletter. 
Submit a story about your hobby, pet, and vacation 
plans. 

Food, films, and fun. Let’s enjoy a movie 
and some popcorn on Friday afternoons. 

Please remember that children under 8 
must be accompanied. 

For more information call Diane at (954) 
989-6840 ext. 1225 or Michael at ext. 1226. 

For information on your reservation you 
can call Immokalee at (941) 657-3400, Big 
Cypress at (863) 983-6724, Tampa at (813) 626- 
5765, or Brighton at (863) 763-4236. 


Congratulations and Good Luck 


The Acting Director of Education, 
Barbara Wilmes and the Higher Education 
Committee would like to recognize the following 
students approved for the scholarship grant this 
Fall 2001 term, after receipt of current transcripts 
and other documentation. They will be attending 
universities and colleges all over the country. 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM: 

Marylou Alvarado; Roy Alvarado; Austin Lee 
Billie; Chawndra Billie; Matthew Billie; Melissa 
Billie; Michael Billie; Seth Billie; Paul 
Bowers Jr.; Nadine Bowers; Paul Buster; Amy 
Coppedge; Gabriel Coppedge; Claudia 
Cypress; Gail Cypress; Erica Marie Deitz; 
Anthony Frank; Brandon Frank; Rena Frank; 
Vanessa Frank; Cherelee Hall; Tommie Hawk; 
Valerie Holata; John Huff Jr.; Tanya Huff; 

Wendi Juarez; Cathy Jumper; Joshua Jumper; 
Martha Jumper; Reina Micco; Thomasine 
Micco; Larry Motlow; Henry Nelson; Guy 
Osceola; Jo-lin Osceola; Justin Osceola; Max 
Osceola III; Ramsey Osceola; Stephanie 
Osceola; Emily Osceola-Branch; Anthony 
Pacheco; Naomi Pacheco; Stephanie Philpott; 
Leoma Poore; Billie Porter; Amanda Smith; 

Delia Smith; Derrick Smith; Antillis Stockton; 
Onesimus Stockton; Thomas Storm Jr.; 


La’Toyia Thomas; Daisy Tiger; Eric Tiger; 
Kashane Tiger; Summer Tiger; Marina Tigertail; 
Bobbie Whitecloud; Cody Wilcox; Cory Wilcox; 
Cynthia Willie; Megan Yescas; Douglas Zepeda; 
Pedro Zepeda. 

GRADUATE PROGRAM: Amy Ashley 
- M.A. Public Administration; Jo Johns Fish - 
M.A. Education; Emma Johns - M.A. in 
Sociology; Theodore Nelson - Ph. D. Social Work; 
Patty Waldron - M.A. Gerontology. 
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Tribal Dividends Accepted 
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Tei: 954, 583 91 19 3232 W. Broward Blvd. Fort Lauderdale, FI. 33312 
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We Can Help. 
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320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Hollywood Seniors Visit Benihana’s 


L-R: Betty Osceola, David DeHass, Leoda and Dan Osceola enjoying chef’s 
rice preparation. 


Eteau Osceola giving out fruit while waiting on the rest of 
the group to arrive. 


By Don Osceola 

FT. LAUDERDALE — On July 12, 

Hollywood Board Representative David DeHass 
treated the seniors and their families to dinner at 
the famous Japanese restaurant. 

The group ate seafood, rice, steak, chicken, 
vegetables and soup. 

The seniors enjoyed conversation while 
watching the skilled Benihana’s chefs prepare their 
dishes on the open grill. The group had many 
items, prepared Japanese-style, to choose from: 
steak, chicken, seafood, rice, and soup. 

Everyone enjoyed the passing boats and 
wildlife while eating dinner. Benihana’s is located 
on the Intracoastal waterway, just south of Oakland 
Park Boulevard. 

The seniors and their families had a great 
time at Benihana and would like to thank David 
DeHass for the evening. 


L-R: Judy Doctor, Jack Motlow, Austina Billie, Bonnie Motlow and 
Jimmie O’Toole Osceola. 


L-R: David DeHass, Leoda and Dan Osceola, Maydell 
Osceola and Maggie Osceola having some great laughs. 


L-R: Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola, wife Virginia 
Osceola and Linda Jim placing their orders. 


2001 Jr. Miss And Miss 
Seminole Pageant 

Make plans to attend the annual princess pageant. 

Saturday, August 18. 

Beginning at 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. there will be a community 
dinner in the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters auditorium lobby. 

Pageant will start promptly at 7 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Come out and support all of our contestants. 



South Florida Water Management District Update 


Due to current extreme low water levels in 
Lake Okeechobee, the Taylor Creek navigation 
lock is on restricted operating hours, opening every 
two hours to let boaters navigate into the lake. The 
navigation lock opens to allow boaters to pass 
through at 5:30 a.m., 6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10 a.m., noon, 
2 p.m., 4 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m., 10 p.m., and 10:30 
p.m. every day. 

When Lake Okeechobee is at normal lev- 
els, the Taylor Creek navigation lock is open from 


5:30 a.m. until 10:30 p.m. from Dec. 1 through 
April 30. Between May 1 and Nov. 30, the locks 
are operated from 5:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

If you have any questions concerning the 
hours of operation for any of the navigational locks 
operation for any of the navigational locks operated 
by the South Llorida Water Management District, 
please phone the Okeechobee Service Center at 
(863) 462-5260 or (800) 250-4200. 



If You re I 
Trouble . . . 


License Problems 
Suspended 
License 

Revoked License 
Traffic Tickets 
DUI 

Nursing Home 
Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 

Staff Negligence 


The Law Offic 


of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


Education Notice 

Summer GED Classes have started up 
again at DSO. Beginning July 2nd, Monday - 
Fridays, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.. See Mark Purcell in 
Room 216 or call 954-989-6840 at extension 
1224. 


Looking For Historians , 
Artists And Photographers 

The Seminole Inn in Indiantown will be 
celebrating its 75th Anniversary later this year. 

To mark this event, the Inn will be pub- 
lishing a limited-edition commemorative calendar 
featuring historical photos, memorabilia and origi- 
nal artworks of the Inn throughout its history. 

If you have painted the Inn, or have some 
historical memorabilia or photos you would like to 
submit for consideration, please contact Becky 
Prince at (561) 597-4280 or (561) 597-3777 for 
submission instructions. 

There is no charge for submissions. Please 
do not bring or send anything without the submis- 
sion guidelines! Thank you for your support. 


Searching For 
Class Of 1972 


I am trying to locate anyone who attended 
Sequoyah High School in 
9 \ Tahlequah from 1968 - 
.A \ 1972, especially the 
1972 graduates, to 
attend the Alumni 
Reunion in May 

*v M V i ^ / 2002. 

^ The 

Association will be 
honoring the class of 
‘72 for their 30th 
' year reunion. We 
have a challenge 
to beat the record 
for the highest 
reunion class atten- 
dance. The class of 
>12 always liked a good 
challenge! 

Please contact 

©dg i sqs Gretchen Bumgarner at 
P.O. Box 580910, Tulsa, OK 74158-0910, (918) 836- 
1667, Gretchen72class@aol.com. 



Native Village Hosts Project 
Reclamation Bush Camp 


HOLLYWOOD — At first glance, the 
Native Village, tucked away on a one-acre parcel 
off busy State Road 7, appears little different from 
the other businesses vying for attention on the 
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. 

The rustic gift shop stocks jewelry, pot- 
tery and other crafts. There are also alligator and 
turtle products and assorted novelty items. 

But there the similarity ends. Beyond the 
gift shop is a world most are surprised to find in 
such close proximity to an urban center. A tradi- 
tional Seminole encampment replete with chickees 
(palm-thatched structures), and vegetation typical 
of the Everglades environment: cabbage palm, 
sawgrass, banyan, coontie (once an important 
Seminole food source) and arrowhead. 

Most surprising are the native and exotic 
wildlife on exhibit. Florida panthers, a tiger, a 
bear cub, a deer, a lynx, monitor lizards, alliga- 
tors, crocodiles, and snakes are safely tucked 
away in large pens and cages. Others, such as a 
pair of peahen, chickens and ducks, roam freely. 

This unique mix of flora and fauna has 
made Native Village a favorite of filmmakers, 
photographers and others seeking an unspoiled, 
yet accessible setting for their projects. Since its 


founding some 22 years ago, the facility has 
served as a backdrop for a number of location 
shoots, including those by National Geographic, 
“Animal Planet”, The Disney Channel, and MTV. 

Native Village is also a popular destina- 
tion for locals and visitors, who come to see the 
alligator capture demonstrations and snake identi- 
fication lectures. Clubs, community groups, and 
others also rent the facility as a venue for parties, 
weddings and other special events. 

Native Village will add, beginning in late 
June, the Project Reclamation Bush Camp. In a 
series of workshops, lectures, lecture-demonstra- 
tions, seminars and musical performances, partici- 
pants will learn about of Native American, African 
and African-derived cultures, including crafts, lan- 
guages, social organization, and history. 

Ed Osborne, camp organizer says; “We 
wanted this endeavor to include not only the sta- 
ple offerings but also activities that focus on some 
of the little-known aspects of the culture. 

To learn more about Project Reclamation 
Bush Camp offerings, contact Osborne at (954) 
893-1695 or Mike “Skeet” Johns, Native Village 
curator, at (954) 961-4519. 


TM Chain nf Snrvlval Savnn Llvnn 


Recognize -the warning sl^is 
and coll 9-1-1 Immediately. 


■ Give CPFL 
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■ Get early advanced 
emergency cm 



About 226,000 
Americans die 
of sudden cardiac 
arrest each year. 
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Desiree Jumper the current Miss Seminole receives her 
award from Doug Zepeda and Nicole Bruner. 


FI YP 

Continued from page 1 

of the Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, 
were asked by Mr. Kellam to help pass out the certifi- 
cates. 

In addition to the certificate, participants 
were given T-shirts emblazoned with the F.I.Y.P. 
dates and the FSU logo as well. Mr. Kellam joked 
that these T-shirts would be collector’s items since 
this may be the last year the F.I.Y.P. is held at FSU. 

There were 39 F.I.Y.P. youth participants this 
year, considered a record high. Each student was 
called up and their Tribal affiliation given. There 
were 17 participants from the Seminole Tribe and the 
Miccosukee Tribe. 

Following is a list of the participants: 

Pauline Billie - Seminole/B.C., Winter Dawn Billie - 
Miccosukee/Trail, Wilson Bowers - Seminole/B.C., 
Nicole Coppedge - Pima/Seminole Arizona, Christina 
McCall - Seminole/Hollywood, Miranda Motlow - 
Seminole/Ruskin, Brian Osceola - Seminole/Tampa. 

Chief Charlie Osceola - 
Miccosukee/Ochopee, Heath Otero - 
Seminole/Immokalee, Leanna Sapp - 
Seminole/Hollywood, Mia Sapp - 
Seminole/Hollywood, Keith Simmons - 
Seminole/Brandon, Gabriel Stockton - Seminole/Ft. 
Pierce, Gregory Thomas - Seminole/Hollywood, 
Karissa Tommie - Seminole/Ft. Pierce. 


“Outstanding Youth” award recipients. 


Mr. Kellam mentioned that with the help of 
Guy Osceola, the two were able to perform an 
“Employment Eligibility Test.” If each student passed 
at least 70% of the eleven tests given, they would 
receive ten dollars for each test passed. It seemed that 
this incentive was eagerly awaited, especially since it 
was to be given in cash. Students were also given a 
“Personal Finance Test” which proved to be tough 
even for the adults. 

The next group of participants would receive 
their certificates from Nicole Bensko and Doug 
Zepeda. The “Leadership Academy” is a group of 
participants who have finished the eleventh grade and 
those who have graduated high school, but have not 
yet attended college. 

The following is list of those participants: 
Toahooke Bowers - Seminole/B.C., Amy Coppedge- 


Pima-Seminole/ Arizona, Amber Jim - 
Seminole/Hollywood, Desiree Jumper - 
Seminole/B.C., Lindsey King - Seminole/B.C. 
Lashara Stockton - Seminole/Ft. Pierce, 

Onesimus Stockton - Seminole/Ft. Pierce, 

Tacey Thompson - Seminole/Hollywood, 

Cody Wilcox - Seminole/B.C., and Pedro 
Zepeda - Seminole/Naples. 

The Leadership Academy gave a 
“Power Point” presentation recounting the 
field trips they attended. The presentation 
included photos and an essay that was read by 
Mr. Kellam. The Leadership Academy join the 
Youth Program for the “Tribal Government” 
and “Motivational Program” classes. 

But during the afternoon, the Youth 
Program students go to math, writing and 
computer classes while the Leadership 
Academy head off campus to visit a communi- 
ty college, museum, and another university. 

The LA’s get a chance to see what each facility 
has to offer in regards to education. 

The next group to receive certificates 
were the “Youth Facilitators”, who have graduated 
from high school and are attending college. Some 
may have been in the F.I.Y.P. or have had at least one 
year in college or a technical school in order to quali- 

fy- 

The Facilitators do a lot of manual work 
helping the counselors and are, in fact, counselors in 
training themselves. The list of participants is short 
but by no means overlooked: Hillary 
Harvey - Navajo/B.C., Ida Osceola - 
Independent Miccosukee, Emily Osceola 
Branch - Seminole/Washington, D.C., 
Antillis Stockton - Seminole/Ft. Pierce. 

Mr. Kellam then introduced Mr. 
Terri Clark - Events Coordinator. Mr. 

Clark is responsible for setting up the sites 
for the F.I.Y.P. ’s two-week stay. He also 
coordinates the “bowling tournament” and 
the “billiards tournament.” Mr. Clark 
announced the winners for both tourna- 
ments, which was not hard to do since the 
same team won for both categories. 

The winners for the billiards tour- 
nament went to group Van 3, whose shoot- 
ers were Ray Yzaguirre, and Shane 
Hammonds. In the bowling tournament, 
Van 3, won again with the rest of the team 
awarded, they include Onesimus Stockton, 
Denise Lister, and Christina McCall. 

The “Academic Awards” were 
next set of awards to be given out, this was 
done by the teachers who helped the par- 
ticipants during their two- week learning experience. 
The teachers were Bertha Williams, Cathy 
Engelbreck, Susan Griffin, and Vanna Millbrooks. 

The students were called up in their designated 
groups.. 

The first group to receive their incentive 
awards was Group A. There were eleven in this 
group they are: Ikaika DeloSantos, Dana Copeland, 
Heather Curtin, Christina McCall, Jesse Mitchell, 
Reuben Pugh, LeAnna Sapp, Christina Sisco, Gabriel 
Stockton, Karissa Tommie, and Kacey Witt. 

They were also given “Writing Awards”, and 
“Math Awards” that included five special awards for 
“Excellence.” With this certificate the participants 
received calculators, the top five are Dana Copeland, 
Heather Curtin, and Christina Sisco, an “Excellence 
in Participation” award was given to: Christina 
McCall, and LeAnna Sapp. 


Group B was called up next and they are: 
Pauline Billie, Wilson Bowers, Nicole Bruner, Shane 
Hammonds, Alexis Merit, Latosha Morgan, Miranda 
Motlow, Brian Oseola, Keith Simmons, Martina Tate, 
and Anthony Witt. The following five participants 
were given the “Excellence in Math” award they are: 
Shane Hammonds, Wilson Bowers, Nicole Bruner, 
Anthony Witt, and Alexis Merit. 

For the “Diligence in Math” awards the win- 
ners were Miranda Motlow, Keith Simmons, and 
Martina Tate. For the “Good Attitude and 
Enthusiasm” award the winners were Latosha 
Morgan, and Brian Osceola. 

Group C’s participants were: Juliane 
Abernathy, Winter Dawn-Billie, Daniel Chattin, 
Nicole Coppedge, Wayne Martin, Chief Charlie 
Osceola, Jessica Osceola, Heath Otero, Mia Sapp, 
Christopher Spake, Gregory Thomas, and Brenda 
Walker. The top five students for the “Math Award” 
went to Mia Sapp, Christopher Spake, Daniel Chattin, 
Wayne Martin, and Julianne Abernathy. 

For the “Good Attitude and Enthusiasm” 
award, the winners are Gregory Thomas, and Brenda 
Walker. For the “Diligence in Math” awards the win- 
ners are Winter Dawn-Billie, and Nicole Coppedge. 
For the “Creativity and Artistic Talent” award the 
winners were Heath Otero and Chief Charlie Osceola, 
he also created a Titration design that was put on the 
T-shirts handed out along with the certifi- 
cates. 

Awards were given out for 
“Outstanding Journals” as well as for 
drawings, an award was given to 
Counselor Bill Maddox - 1st Place, his 
drawing served as the cover for the jour- 
nal. Pedro Zepeda - 2nd Place, his draw- 
ing as the back cover to the journal, and 
3rd Place went to Maryann Koelbel. 

The “Outstanding Journal” certifi- 
cates winners in the Youth Participants cat- 
egory were Julianne Abernathy, Heather 
Curtin, Wayne Martin, Karissa Tommie, 
and Anthony Witt. In the Leadership 
Academy the winners were Tabatha Booth, 

Marcus Briggs, Denay Copeland, Amy 
Coppedge, Lindsey King, Jessica Kirk, 
and Lashara Stockton. All winners 
received a $25 award with their certificate. 

The Leadership Academy partici- 
pants were given “Achievement Awards” 
for projects and presentation. The award 


recognizes achievement from the very beginning 
to the program till the end or even from one year 
to the next. The awards were given, in plaque 
form this year to William Christin, Lindsey King, 
and Cody Wilcox. 

The next four awards given were for 
“Outstanding Leadership Academy Students”, 
who received a plaque and a $150 scholarship. 

The winners were Pedro Zepeda, Marcus Briggs, 
Denay Copeland, and Amy Coppedge. 

Another set of awards were given to the 
“Officers of the Tribal Government.” Youth 
Participants were Denay Copeland, Gabriel 
Stockton, Mia Sapp, Brian Osceola, Wayne 
Martin, Keith Simmons, and Gregory Thomas. 

For the Leadership Academy the awards were 
given to Amy Coppedge, Lashara Stockton, and 
Pedro Zepeda. 

A “Special Achievement “ award was 
given, along with a $250 scholarship, to Daniel 
Chattin, Nicole Bruner, Ikaika DeloSantos. 

The final award was for “Outstanding Youth.” It 
signifies cooperation, following the rules, doing 
what they are supposed to do, helping counselors, and 
recognizes diligence in their classes and in the com- 
pletion of assignments. It also awards participation in 
Tribal Government and all other activities. 

The winners were given a plaque and a $500 
cash scholarship, the following are the newest recipi- 
ents Gabriel Stockton, Wayne Martin, Daniel Chattin, 
Brian Osceola, and Dana Copeland. 

This award signified the end of the banquet 
and the Florida Indian Youth Program 2001. After the 
awards dinner, the participants were treated to a night 
out at Southern Hall, where they listened to a D. J., 
ate pizza, chicken wings, and sandwiches. 

There, two sets of couples were crowned 
F.I.Y.P. King and Queen. The Leadership Academy 
King was Onesimus Stockton and the Queen, Desiree 
Jumper. The Youth Participants King was Gregory 
Thomas and the Queen, Dana Copeland. 

Although the future site of the Florida Indian 
Youth Program is still up in the air, I am sure that any 
parent who has a student interested in attending will 
benefit from sending them to such an exciting and 
rewarding program. 

Besides it is a chance for young people to 
get away from the daily mind drain of TV and the 
mall. It would be good to put young minds to work 
and not rest especially during the summer. 




Dr. Siudmak 


OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 



961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony "Tnny" Srah-sc 
Irrhal Member Pitch In of in let a 



special needs and concerns. If you oi 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 


The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring uln lawyer is an iinjjtmtiul decision Lhsi should nut be 
btntetl sukly upon itdu'rlJjvnit'JiU. Bt'furv y ou decide. n^k us to scud 
ymi free w rillen informal inn about our quaEtfica lions anri experience. 
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Big Cypress News ❖ Achawehahyooge ❖ Acenaofv 

Big Cypress Has A New Senior Citizen 




By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — Council 
Representative David Cypress celebrated 
the big 5 - 0 on Aug. 3 at the Big Cypress 


David gets a new 4x4. 


Gym. Tribal members, friends, and family 
packed the gymnasium in 
order to attend the special 
event and extend their best 
wishes to Cypress. 

Paul “Cowbone” 

Buster, along with band 
members Jessica Buster, Blue 
Jay Jumper, Solomon 
Cypress, and Benny Secody 
serenaded the guests with 
country and gospel tunes 
until the featured entertainers 
arrived. 

At 11 a.m., Rod 
Stewart got the crowd mov- 
ing with a selection of his 
biggest hits, concluding his 
30-minute set with “Maggie 
Mae.” 


CQ 


King. As the music started, antici- 
pation filled the gym. Clad in a 
white, sequined jump suit, Elvis 
“the pelvis” Presley rocked the 
house. Even Cypress family 
matriarch Mary Francis was 
tapping her feet to the beat as 
she watched the hip gyrations 
of the King. 

Last, but certainly not 
least, Cher took center stage 
with a short medley of hits 
before leading the guests in the 
traditional “Happy Birthday.” 
The crowd erupted when, at 
the conclusion of the song, 
Cher planted a big fat kiss on 
Cypress. 

» As the laughter died 
g down and the blessing had 
j been said, luncheon was 
served. Betty’s Soul Food pro- 
vided the food: fish, pork, beef, 
and chicken with all the fix- 
ings. 

Cypress received an 
array of gifts from the well- 
wishers including a Guy LaBree 


Next up was the 


Do you really think this will help your game? 


David and Mitchell with the “King.” 


original, presented by the artist himself, 
and an eight-foot pool stick, for 
which Cypress received several 
suggestions on its uses, most of 
which were unsuitable for print. 

The birthday celebration was 
coordinated by a number of peo- 
ple, including Public Relations’ 
Maureen Vass and Jennifer Keefe, 
the decorating crew of Robin 
Hernandez, Louise Osceola, Vicky 
Knouse, Sarah Kirkland, and 
“Robin’s Mom” and the entire 
Recreation Department staff. 

Cypress officially hit the half- 
century mark on Aug. 5. The staff 
of the Seminole Tribune hopes he 
had a very Happy Birthday and 
wishes him only the best in the 
future. 


Alligators Double At 
Billie Swamp Safari 


Youth 

Continued from page 1 

shared their experiences, their presenta- 
tion was well-received, and appeared to 
touch every one in the room. 

The staff of Challenges, a pro- 
gram located in Fort Myers, provided a 
creative and fun time for 
the children through struc- 
tured learning activities. 

Two staff members of that 
program, Jo Ellen Keller 
and Susan Outlaw, guided 
the youth through some fun 
and instructional activities. 

Most children and families 
enjoyed these two wonder- 
ful and creative young 
ladies. 

The weather did 
not cooperate on the second 
day of the conference, the 
skies turned gray and it 
rained on and off most of 
the day, but that did not 
dampen the spirit of the 
participants who simply 
moved inside the beautiful, 
scenic hotel and continued 
with the activities. The food was great and 
the hotel staff was very helpful. All of the 
delicious and nutritious meals were 
planned and coordinated by Maureen Vass 
from the Tribal Public Relations Program, 
who also coordinated the rooms and facil- 
ities at the hotel. 

Maureen worked diligently and 
made the difficult task of organizing seem 
like a ‘piece of cake.’ The committee also 


recognized those who assisted with the 
childcare, especially Jane Billie who 
unselfishly took care of the one to two 
years olds, she missed participating in 
some of the workshops. The other child- 
care workers included: Jeannie Duncan, 
Jennifer Poitier, Rat Yzaguirre III, Benny 
Secody, Lazara Marrero, Tabatha Marrero, 
Chris Marrero, Desiree Jumper, and 


Suzanne Davis. 

On August 2, the participants 
sang “Happy Birthday” to David Cypress 
and presented him with a birthday cake 
(all calories were taken out). Mitchell 
Cypress, the President of the Tribe, 
attended most of the sessions, and was 
recognized for his contributions and sup- 
port to the health and well being of the 
Seminole Tribe. He was also recognized 


not only as a role model for his 
own Tribe, but as a role model in all of 
Indian Country. 

The success of this youth confer- 
ence was the result of teamwork between 
the conference staff, who worked late into 
the night to assure that all participants 
would obtain maximum benefit from their 
attendance, and enjoy their stay with their 
families in this beautiful setting. 

This hard work- 
ing team included; 
Suzanne Davis, who also 
led the fitness walk early 
in the mornings and 
worked tirelessly into the 
night. Jeanette Cypress, 
and her wonderful hard 
working daughters 
Danielle and Desiree 
Jumper, who also shared 
of her experiences for 
the benefit of others. 
Mary Jean 

Koenes, who also spent 
many hours ensuring that 
everyone stayed on task 
and kept up with all the 
details of the conference. 
Edna McDuffie, 
Secretary, was a great 
help in organizing all of 

the applications. 

Jane Billie, who, after babysit- 
ting the little ones, had enough energy left 
to help with the small but important tasks. 
Billie Napper, who also assisted the staff 
with all the last minute typing and organ- 
izing. Last but not least, Nery Mejicano, 
who served as the master of ceremonies 
and overall coordinator of the conference. 


By “Gator” John Kenyon and 
Jonathan “Cattail” Vasquez 

BIG CYPRESS — Billie 
Swamp Safari reptile specialists “Gator 
John” Kenyon and Jonathan “Cattail” 
Vasquez have noticed an increase in the 
amount of alligators and nest sites at the 
park. 

“Over the past four years, alliga- 
tor nests within the Safari’s 2,200 acres 
have doubled, due primarily to increased 
alligator holes and wetland habitat suit- 
able for nesting,” said Cattail. 

“In addition, many alligators 
have made their way through canals and 
other waterways that become available 
during the rainy season in the summer and 
early fall, and some have been relocated 
to the Safari for various reasons.” 

Gator John and Cattail make 
their first run of the day at first light to 
check the nest sites for invasion by rac- 
coons or other animals that can destroy a 
nest overnight. 

According to Gator John, “alliga- 
tors make their nest out of mud, leaves, 
sticks, bark, grasses and other natural 
material and it resembles a compost pile. 
The nests range in size from four to six 


feet wide and two to four feet high. The 
eggs are mostly located in the upper cen- 
ter of the nest. A common count of fertile 
eggs can range from thirty to forty and it 
is not uncommon to find up to sixty or 
sixty- five eggs in one nest.” 

Female alligators average six to 
eight feet in length and can weigh up to 
300 pounds. They watch over their nests 
with vigilance and patrol the water and 
area around their nests as well. They rely 
on the sun and heat from the dying plants 
to hatch out their eggs. This process takes 
about 65 days. Therefore, the eggs will be 
hatching out during this month and next, 
based on when the nests were first spot- 
ted. 

The best way to view the nests is 
on the swamp buggy eco-tour, which 
departs on an hourly basis beginning at 
11:00 a.m. each day. 

Billie Swamp Safari is located 
between Ft. Lauderdale and Naples off 
1-75/Alligator Alley at Exit 14, then north 
19 miles to the park entrance. 

For further information, please call (800) 
949-6101 or (863) 983-6101, visit our 
website: www.seminoletribe.com/safari, 
or e-mail us at safari@semtribe.com. 


New Health/Nutrition 
Educator And Nutritionist 

BIG CYPRESS/HOLLYWOOD — Now is a great time for health and nutri- 
tion at Big Cypress and Hollywood. Both clinics are welcoming Jeanne Hatfield, the 
new Community Health and Nutrition Educator at Hollywood; and Jennifer Duncan, 
the new Nutritionist at Big Cypress and Hollywood. 

Jeanne Hatfield has many years of experience in the healthcare field. She 
received her degree in Nutrition from Florida International University. For two years, 
Jeanne specialized in weight management counseling at a Florida weight loss center. 
She has been working at Hollywood Medical Center 
during the past year. Jeanne prefers community- 
based health and nutrition programs and feels com- 
fortable at the Seminole Health Clinic. 

Jennifer Duncan is a Registered Dietitian, 
nationally, and is also licensed to practice in 
Florida. Jennifer has a Nutrition degree from the 
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. 

She has extensive experience in weight manage- 
ment, healthy eating, and diabetes. .2 

Jennifer worked previously at an g 

Oklahoma weight loss center, and at the Hollywood * 

Medical Center (with Jeanne). She enjoys working g 
with community nutrition programs, and is excited £ 
about helping both adults and children. Jennifer 
says about her new position, ”It’s just perfect for 
me — everyone is so great!” 

Jeanne and Jennifer have worked together 
before, and are eager to work together again to promote health and nutrition. They 
attended the Marco Island Wellness Week, which was a great success and very enjoy- 
able. Their efforts were also seen at the Big Cypress youth conference in Tampa. They 
are enthusiastic about working with everyone to help improve the wellness of the Tribe. 



Jennifer Duncan and Jeanne 
Hatfield. 



Jennifer Duncan and Jeanne Hatfield watch kids at childcare station. 



Big Cypress Preserve - Oil And Gas Management Plan 
Needed: To Drill - Or Not To Drill 


By Barbara Secody 

NAPLES - The National Park Service hosted two 
days of open house forums on July 11 and 12 in Miami and 
Naples, respectively. The meeting in Miami was held on the 
Florida International University Campus, with the following 
day’s repeat agenda held in Naples at the Conservancy of 
Southwest Florida. 

The purpose of these “open house” meetings were to 
present the latest plans for more drilling of oil and gas in the 
Big Cypress National Preserve and invite comments and rec- 
ommendations from interested citizens and organizations. 
Superintendent John Donahue feels that public opinion is 
essential in preparing an updated complete oil and gas manage- 
ment plan. 

This latest planning effort is considered necessary to 
ensure the protection of natural and cultural resources, visitor 
usage, and human health and safety while still recognizing the 
rights associated with non-federal oil and gas property inter- 
ests. 

The National Park Service claims that technological 
advances in drilling have outdated its current plan for the 
Preserve and would like a new plan put into effect by the fall 
of 2003. Natural Resources Chief Ron Clark stated, 
“Technology has changed since the current plan was formulat- 
ed. We have three-dimensional seismic testing and horizontal 
drilling available now; and its time to update the plan.” 

Although both locations drew under 50 people 
throughout the day, the general consensus was the concern for 
the environment and wildlife habitats located in the Preserve. 
Clark agreed that, despite the advances, surface activities such 
as roads, the detonation of explosives, and drilling pose the 
greatest threats to the myriad of protected and endangered 
species in the area, as well as the hundreds of rare plants. 

Calumet Resources Inc currently is the only operator 
drilling in the Preserve in the existing Exxon field. The 
729,000-acre Preserve spans three counties: Monroe, Dade and 
Collier. 

The 1 974 legislative action that created the preserve 
provided the federal government with ownership of the park’s 
surface land, but it gave individual corporations rights to the 
minerals underground. Unfortunately, mineral rights supercede 
surface rights. 

The Collier Companies, descendants of the late 
Barron Collier, own 75 percent of the mineral rights. Collier, a 
Florida pioneer, purchased millions of acres of land in what is 


now Collier County. He built his financial empire in New York 
in the streetcar business and then moved to Florida where he 
purchased the vast acreage of land. 

Collier began development in the area, including the 
construction of US 41. Before his death, he sold portions of 
his land to his descendants, some of what is now part of the 
Big Cypress Preserve. 

In 1992, a resource management plan allowed drilling 
to disrupt only up to 10 percent of wildlife in the Preserve. 
Clark reports that number may fluctuate, depending on the out- 
come of government studies and public input. 

The Collier family has expressed dissatisfaction with 
the 10 percent and is lobbying for more access to the minerals. 
Collier Group spokesman Matt Boker said, “The 10 percent 
rule places an undue economic hardship on access to minerals. 
We think we are at four to five percent now.” 

The Big Cypress Preserve is currently reviewing 24 
applications from the Collier Companies for permits to drill. 
However, final approval must come from the National Park 
Service and the State of Florida. 

Park officials are also asking for public input to the 
recommendations of a federal buyout of the mineral deposits, 
which would end the drilling and would designate certain sec- 
tions as archaeological areas. According to Don Hargrove of 
the Big Cypress National Preserve office, a deal was discussed 
a while back that would have considered the exchange of min- 
erals for land at Homestead Air Force Base. The idea proved 
to be unacceptable. 

At the forums in Miami and Naples, the public reac- 
tion to the expanded drilling proposal was in favor of a ban on 
further drilling. People from all over the state expressed their 
dismay at the prospect of the impending destruction of the 
area. One man from Palm Beach spoke of how he had visited 
the park since he as a teen; and would hate to think that his 
own three children may be deprived of the chance to experi- 
ence all the park has to offer its thousands of yearly visitors. 

John Ullman, Everglades Field Representative of the 
Sierra Club said, “more drilling would wreak havoc on the 
Preserve.” 

“Floridians don’t want drilling for oil: - they are here 
for the beautiful parks, wildlife and beaches. If you want oil - 
go to Texas!” 

Now Federal officials must undertake the monumental 
task of drafting the new proposal. Once this has been complet- 
ed, it will be presented for public review. 


Education Notices 

Next scheduled Education Advisory Committee Meeting will be in Big 
Cypress on Wednesday, September 5th starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Ahfachkee School Calendar 2001-2002 

August ‘01 

Martin Luther King Day 

8/13/01 Staff reports to work 

01/24/02 Parent Teacher 

8/20/01 Students report to school. 

Start of 1 st Grading Period. 

Conference - Reports Cards Issued 

February ‘02 

September ‘01 

02/15/02 Early Release 

9/03/01 No school - Labor Day 

02/18/02 No School 

9/19/01 Progress Reports Issued 

President’s Day 

9/20/01 Early Release 

9/24/01 Count week 9/24 - 9/28 

02/19/02 Progress Reports Issued 

9/28/01 No school 

March ‘02 

American Indian Day 

03/11/02 No School 

Spring Break - 3/11 - 3/15. 

October ‘01 

03/18/02 School Resumes 

10/12/01 Early Release 

03/38/02 End of 3rd Grading Period 

10/23/01 End of 1 st Grading Period 

10/24/01 Start of 2nd Grading Period 

03/29/02 No School - Good Friday 

10/26/01 No School 

April ‘02 

Staff Workday 

04/01/02 No School - Easter Monday 
04/02/02 Start 4th Grading Period 

November ‘01 

04/08/02 No School 

11/06/01 Parent Teacher Conferences, 

Staff Workday 

Reports Cards Issued 

04/11/02 Parent Teacher Conferences 

11/12/01 No school - Veteran’s Day 

Report Cards Issued 

11/21/01 Staff and Students 

04/26/02 Early Release 

Early Release 

11/22/01 No school - Thanksgiving 

04/29/02 Begin Standardized Testing 

11/23/01 No school 

May ‘02 

11/28/01 Progress Reports Issued 

05/01 /02 Standardized Te sting 
(4/29 - 5/3) 

December ‘01 

05/02/02 Progress Reports Issued 

12/07/01 Early Release 

05/17/02 Early Release 

12/20/01 Christmas Show 

05/27/01 No School 

12/21/01 Staff and Students 

Early Release 

Memorial Day 

12/24/01 Christmas Holiday 

June ‘02 

12/24 - 1/4/02 

06/04/01 Evening Graduation 

06/05/02 End of 4th Grading Period, 

January ‘02 

Early Release, Last Day for Students, 

01/07/02 School resumes 

Awards Ceremony 

01/15/02 End of 2nd Grading Period 

06/06/02 Staff Workday 

01/16/02 Start of 3rd Grading Period 

06/07/02 Staff Workday 

01/18/02 No school - Staff workday 

01/21/02 No school 

Last Day for Staff 
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Emahakv Vpelofv Returns To Brighton 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — The 2-week 
summer enrichment program, known as 
‘Teaching Hammock,’ returned to 
Brighton on July 17. 

During the 2-week session, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, in partnership 
with Florida Gulf Coast University, trans- 
formed the culture and education building 
into a beehive of learning and fun. The 
program has been described as an upbeat, 
exciting, culture affirming experience for 
all elementary aged Seminole children. 

The program, designed by 
Florida Gulf Coast University anthropolo- 
gist Dr. Susan Stans, combines the talents 
of both Native and Non-Native educators 
to give Seminole children a fresh perspec- 
tive on how their culture is truly one with- 
out bounds. 

Stans’ method utilizes cultural 
universals such as mathematics, art, story 
telling, and the wisdom of elders to rein- 
force the children’s concept of 
the importance of their culture 
in the community at large. 

The hands-on demon- 
stration of the importance of 
education, as it applies to 
Seminole culture, is one of the 
major objectives of the pro- 
gram. The goal is to encourage 
Seminole students to stay in 
school until graduation. 

This year, for the first 
time, Junior teachers were 
used. Brittany Smith and Mary 
Huff taught the children the 
writing portion of the school. 

‘Teaching Hammock’ also 
included peer mentoring and 
partnered teaching. Peer men- 
toring took place at all levels 
of the program from students 
helping to teach other students 
to teachers helping other 
teachers. 

This years teachers were: Jay 
Babcock and teacher’s aide, Dusty Nunez- 
Verbal Arts; Jason Nail with aide, Emma 
Jane Urbina-Culture and Creek; Theresa 
Robinson with aide, Danette Bowers- 
Writing; Christa Giamporcaro with aide, 
Andrea Holata- Math; Stephanie Lysiak 
and aide, Suraiya Youngblood-Reading; 
and Junior teachers, Brittany Smith and 
Mary Huff. 

Seminole teacher’s aides devel- 
oped competencies in teaching/tutoring 
skills that can be applied to tutor 
Seminole children and their own children. 
The Florida Gulf Coast University educa- 
tion students gained practical experience 
in cross-cultural teaching. 

The students began their first day 


of adventure at ‘Teaching Hammock’ with 
an introduction to their teachers and an 
explanation of the goals that they would 
meet over the next 2 weeks. Each day, a 
speaker would teach the students on some 
aspect of Seminole culture. 

The first day, Martha Jones 
talked to the students under the education 
chickee. She told the students about the 
Seminole men hiding from the United 
States soldiers before the Battle of 
Okeechobee. Martha’s grandmother had 
told her about the Battle. 

She also told them a legend 
about how the possum mother got her 
pouch. Some of the other speakers were 
Rosie Billie, she taught the students the 
Creek song one is supposed to sing when 
killing a spider: Cem v ni ce ha yet, Cem 
v ni ce ha yet, Pen wv ce le, ce., Pen wv 
ce le, ce., Ko lok, Ko lok. 

July 20 was “Culture Day”. The 
older grade students cooked at the culture 



nated with a barbeque lunch for the 
community, a student presentation, and 
prize drawing. 

This year, on the last day, the 
students took a trip to Billie Swamp 
Safari. There, they enjoyed a picnic 
lunch, experienced the swamp buggy 
and airboat rides, learned about skin- 
ning and tanning hides, and watched a 
reptile show. 

Thanks to Brighton Council 
Representative, John Wayne Huff, Jr. 
for his support and sponsorship of the 
“Teaching Hammock” this year. 

Thanks also to the teaching staff, guest 
speakers, aides and parents for their 
participation as well. 

The following were written by 
5th grader, Justin Aldridge and 2nd 
grader, Storm Youngblood in the writ- 
ing portion of the summer program: 

Justin Aldridge: “In 1837 
there was a war in Okeechobee on 
Christmas Day. 
Seminoles camped 
out by Lake 
Okeechobee. There 
was a big lake by 
Indian Prairie, near 



Junior teacher Brittany Smith assists students with a hands on demonstration. 


down. The other’s got shot or killed by 
some of the soldiers. But he said he was 
going to make a run for it. That’s what he 
did. He had no idea, but I survived and 
got here. He came back and found out he 
was going to be killed in the next few 
hours. If you had went in the back of the 


hammock there is a small head.” 

Storm Youngblood: :First the 
frog was sleeping. Next then the rabbit 
came and started to bother the frog. The 
frog started singing and it started to rain. 
The rabbit got wet and he ran away. 


Lorene Gopher (center) with participating students. 


camp. The younger ones went over for 
lunch and stickball. The students finished 
their projects on July 24. 

Celebration day this year was 
held a day earlier, July 26. The activities 
on celebration day focused on what the 
children had accomplished during their 2 
weeks at ‘Emahakv Vpelofv’. Throughout 
the morning, resident and friends of 
Brighton community visited the culture 
and education building and toured the var- 
ious displays the children and teachers 
had set up. 

Everyone was given a list to help 
keep track of all the exhibits they visited. 
By visiting each of the displays, the 
guests were eligible to enter their names 
for the chance to win one of many door 
prizes. The events of the morning culmi- 


Bowlegs road. 
There was a 
hammock near 
Indian Prairie. 
The soldiers 
went looking in 
the hammock 
and they were 
throwing people 
around in the 
hammock. The 
soldier figured 
every one had 
left. They heard 
he was coming 
to kill the men 
and light the 
hammock on fire 
and bum it 
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Babysitter’s Get Certified 
By American Red Cross 


By Mark Madrid 

BRIGHTON — To help 
improve the safety of young children 
left in the care of adolescents, the 
Brighton community held an 
American Red Cross Babysitter’s 
Training program on July 23-24 at 
the Field Office auditorium. The 
course instmeted interested youth on 
how to care for infant through 
school-age children: injury preven- 
tion and what to do in case of an 
emergency. 

The U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission estimates that 
each year nearly two million children 
through the age of eight receive 
emergency room treatment for 
injuries related to consumer products 
and recreational activities around the 
home. At least 90% of injuries to 
children are preventable. 

The American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training program is 
written and designed for youth 
between the ages of 11-15. The pro- 
gram provides adolescents with a 
range of injury prevention, first aid, and basic child- 
care skills. The students work on projects such as 
identifying safety-related problems around the house 




Brighton Health Educator Melissa Hines made the class a success. 


and yard, and selecting appropriate toys and games 
for children of various ages. 

The program also builds deci- 
sion - making and leadership skills and 
addresses the business of babysitting 
and how to seek babysitting jobs in a 
professional manner. 

The interactive program was 
taught by American Red Cross instruc- 
tor, Jeanne Madrid. In order to receive 
a certification of completion from the 
Red Cross, each participant is required 
to attend the whole class and be able to 
correctly demonstrate required skills. 

The participants received a 
copy of the Red Cross Babysitter’s 
Handbook to use during the course and 
keep as a reference guide on the job. 

They also received a babysitter’s first 
aid kit. The kid’s participation made 
the training a success. 

As an extra-added attraction, 

Bryan Weed and Marjorie Macias of the 


Melanie Jones practices diaper changes on the baby doll. 


Glades County Emergency Medical Service team 
brought an ambulance to help the students become 
familiar with the services they can offer to the com- 
munity. The kids had the 
opportunity to ask questions 
and check out the inside of 
the ambulance. Bryan let 
them know the best way to 
call for help on the 
Brighton Reservation is to 
call 9 -1-1. That’s nine - 
one - one. 

Congratulations to the 
newly certified American 
Red Cross Babysitters on 
the Brighton Reservation: 
Reba Osceola, Brittany 
Smith, Ashley Spencer, and 
Kelsey Spencer. By attend- 
ing and participating in this 
class, these students have 
made a commitment to 
becoming safer, more 
responsible, and successful 
babysitters. 

Melissa Hines, Brighton 
Reservation Health 
Educator, made an effort to 
ensure that this class was a 
success. For more informa- 
tion about American Red 
Cross Health and Safety classes, please contact 
Melissa at Brighten Health Clinic (863) 763-0271. 



Reba Osceola, Kelsey Spencer and Ashley Spencer. 


Brighton Calendar 

BRIGHTON — Mark your calendar for 
the following happenings in the Brighton 
Community. 

August 17th, 18th and 19th: Native 
American Sport Association (NASA), adult men 
and women’s softball (women) and baseball (men) 
tournament. Participating competitors are mem- 
bers of the Southwestern tribes. The Seminole 
Tribe at the Brighton Reservation hosts this year’s 
tournament. 

August 27th, 28th and 29th: Native 
.American Youth Organization (NAYO) -youth 
) sOftfefrlOand baseball tournaments, competing this 
year are young members from all Southwestern 
Tribes. 


Don ’t Forget 



Labof Day! 

Monday , September 3 . 






The Seminole Tribune 


8 


August 17, 2001 




Derrick and Alan face off in final match. 


Youth Chess Tourney Held At DSO 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Thirteen 
Seminole youth competed in the inau- 
gural chess tournament, held Aug. 1 at 
the DSO building. 

Alan Jackson took first place 
honors after defeating Derrick Tiger in 
a grueling final round match. The air 
was tense as the players maneuvered 
their pieces around the board. Both 
players put each other in check several 
times before Alan was finally able to 
call “checkmate.” 

For their efforts, each player 
received a Seminole coloring book and 
a “brain teaser” game. Alan also 
received the Chess Master 5000 CD- 
ROM. 

Seminole championship 
dancer William Osceola coordinated the 
tournament. A summer youth worker at 
the DSO, William has introduced the 
youth to the game of chess. 

William has provided an 
instructional chess CD-ROM and 


worked constantly with the youth, 
teaching basic moves and strategy. 

After the tournament, William 
congratulated the participants for their 
outstanding play and put forth the idea 
of forming a Tribal chess team to com- 
pete against other teams in the region. 
The next tournament is scheduled for 
Aug. 7, where the idea will be dis- 
cussed further. 

Participating in the chess tour- 
nament were Jessica Turtle, Morgan 
Frank, James Tiger, Miles Osceola, 
Michael Doctor, Alex Jackson, Krystal 
Young (who finished third), Jason 
Dodd, Brandtley Osceola, Mariah 
Buster and Nicole Osceola. 

Tune into the Seminole 
Broadcasting channel to see the final 
match between Alan and Derrick. 

As for William’s next venture, 
he is off next week to Ireland to dance 
with Sacred Heart. From there he will 
travel to Foxwoods, to participate and 
compete in Schemitzun 2001. 


L/R: Alan Jackson, Alex Jackson and Derrick Tiger - Top three in chess. 


Higher Education Recognition 



Stephanie Philpott, R.N. 


Acting Director, Barbara 
Wilmes , and the Higher 
Education Committee like to rec- 
ognize Seminole Tribe Higher 
Education students whenever pos- 
sible. We would like to recognize 
Stephanie Philpott, a Seminole 
Tribal member and a Senior at 
Northeastern State University in 
Tahlequah, OK. Stephanie will 
graduate in May 2002 with a 
degree in Social Work. 

Stephanie has previously 
been awarded an Associate of 
Science in Nursing, an Associate 
of Degree in Science, and received 
her R.N. degree from Connors 
State College in Warner, OK. 

Stephanie recommends Connors 
State to Tribal members who may 
be interested in studying nursing, 
equestrian study, or agriculture. 

Stephanie also highly rec- 
ommends Northeastern State to 
Seminole students seeking a 
degree. She stated that there are a num- 
ber of sponsored groups on campus. 
Approximately 25 percent of the stu- 
dent population is Native American. 

Stephanie added that 
Northeastern has special services, tutor- 
ing, and remedial courses available for 
those who need them. She also noted 
that classes are small, so students 
receive individual attention and name 
recognition from professors at 
Northeastern. 


Stephanie has maintained a 
3.43 G.P.A while at Northeastern, in 
addition to parenting five children at 
home ranging in age one to 14 years of 
age. Stephanie plans to eventually 
return to the Hollywood/Big Cypress 
area and work as a medical social 
worker. We look forward to Stephanie’s 
return and to her achievement of her 
goal. 

Congratulations Stephanie on 
your academic success! 


Big Cypress Immokalee Youth 
Conference Held In Tampa 






By B. Secody 

TAMPA — The Big 
Cypress/Immokalee Youth Conference 
was held at the beautiful Bahia Beach 
Island Resort on July 30 through 
August 1 . The event, hosted by the 
Seminole Tribe Big Cypress and 
Immokalee Communities, promoted 
substance abuse prevention, interven- 
tion, and family harmony. 

Nery Mejicano served as 
Masters of Ceremonies for the Tribal 
officials, employees and youth who 
attended a variety of workshops and 
activities over the three days. Local 
businesses and organizations also par- 
ticipated by lending their expertise in 
the various workshops and presenta- 
tions. 

On Tuesday afternoon, con- 
ference participants began to arrive and 
check in. Daniel Jumper hosted the 2 
registration booth from 6 p.m. to 9 ■£ 

p.m. Once signed up and checked in, « 
guests began exploring the facility and 
visiting with each other. 

Wednesday’s agenda began 
with an early morning fitness walk 
before breakfast as last minute arrivals 
completed their registration. At 9 a.m., 
the program began. Michael Crooks pro- 
vided the opening prayer, followed by 
welcoming speeches by Acting Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Immokalee 
Representatives Elaine Aguilar and Norita 
Yzaguirre. 


Beverley Osceola and son Ricky Joe co-pilot. Next stop the Indy 500? 


Yvette and Steven Bonet making waves in a bumper boat. 


Tribal officials encouraged the 
youth to make the right choices. They 
stressed that the Tribe is there to support 
the youth and praised the event’s focus on 
prevention and early intervention. They 
encouraged the young people to set goals 
for themselves and to set their priorities 
high, placing education and wellness at 
the top of the list. 

After the welcome address, Nery 
Mejicano introduced speakers from the 
Family Services Department who was to 
address the youth. Phillip Jumper was the 
first speaker who shared his ordeal with 
substance abuse. He spoke of having 
everything in his favor just to find himself 
losing it all, due to his addiction. He had 
become an angry and violent person, but 
today he works with young people “with 
love and kindness” in his heart. 

Lenny Jim spoke to his peers 
about his personal recovery. He pleaded 
with friends and acquaintances to stay 
straight and become productive people in 
the Tribe. He recalled his run-ins with the 
law, which he regarded as acts of stupidity 
stemming from making wrong decisions 
about substance use. 

Lenny struck a chord with the 


Destiny Robins relaxed with a coloring book. 


audience and was well received by the 
youth because he is one of them. He 
encouraged them to avoid making the 
same mistakes that he made. 

The last speaker was Benny 
Secody. A state certified professional 
(CAAP-s), 
Secody has been 
in recovery for 
12 years. He 
stressed the 
importance of 
resisting peer 
pressure and 
making the right 
choices. “It 
takes more guts 
to be different - 
and say no to 
drugs and alco- 
hol than to go 
with the crowd,” 
said Secody. 

He 

assured the 
youth that there 
is help for them 
and plenty of 
support. Secody 
urged the parents 
to listen to their 

children and implored the youth to ask for 
help when they experience rough times. 

The three speakers had a tremen- 
dous impact on the partici- 
pants, many of whom 
became emotional when 
relating the personal testi- 
monies to similar situations 
on their own lives or the 
lives of family members. 

Staff members from 
“Challenges” were on hand 
to provide activities. Jo 
Ellen Keller, director of the 
Challenges Ropes Course 
and Susan Outlaw, 

Challenges Ropes Course 
Facilitator, conducted physi- 
cal activities for the youth 
by age groups, dividing 
them up as six through eight 
year olds, nine through 12 ^ 

year olds, and 1 3 through 18® 
year olds. $ 

These age groups I 
determined what specific % 
material they would receive M 
throughout the conference. 

For instance, the youngest 
group 

learned about 
identifying 

between good touching 
and bad touching situa- 
tions; the middle group 
was given information 
regarding sex-abuse pre- 
vention, while the older 
groups’ topics were geared 
toward subjects such as 
pregnancy prevention and 
sexually-transmitted dis- 
eases. 

Jennifer Duncan, 
^ nutritionist, and Jeanne 
© Hatfield, Health and 
& Nutrition educator provid- 
§ ed information to the 
| youth on the importance 
M of a proper diet. The 
young ladies also took 
their turn serving at the 
childcare service center, a 
room provided for chil- 


dren while the parents attended their ses- 
sions. 

After the morning workshops, 
the group made the 2 5 -mile trek to 
“Celebration Station”, a popular theme 
park located in Tampa, where they had 
lunch before enjoying an afternoon of fun 
playing miniature golf, riding go carts, 
bumper boats and a host of other rides. 
Afterwards, everyone returned to the 
resort for dinner. 

The evening program provided 
an open discussion group for participants 
to share their personal testimonies, feel- 
ings and deliver encouragement to others. 
It was a time to reflect on the day’s activi- 
ties and sessions and fellowship. 

Thursday’s agenda again opened 
with a fitness walk and breakfast followed 
by a presentation by Family Services. 
Jeanette Cypress, Mary Jean Koenes, and 
Daniel Jumper provided other events and 
cultural activities throughout the day. The 
“Challenges” staff again provided physi- 
cal fitness activities. Polly Hayes, from 
the Brighton 4-H program, was on hand to 
discuss the program and the benefits it 
provides to youth, such as the care and 
respect of animals as well as fostering a 
sense of responsibility and commitment. 

While the younger groups 
learned about 4-H, the older participants 
were given information on banking, such 
as how to manage their accounts as well 


Nokosh Osceola and Natalie Billie 


as the types of savings programs that are 
available such as IRAs, CDs, stocks, and 
money market accounts. 

After lunch, a film presentation 
and discussion was held along with the 
other scheduled activities for the younger 
children. At the end of the day’s events, 
another open discussion group was pro- 
vided after supper. 

Friday morning marked the clos- 
ing day of the conference. Once breakfast 
ended, the youth and speakers were given 
awards and certificates for their participa- 
tion and presentations. 

The conference was hailed a 
great success. Extensive planning and 
hard work went into the preparations and 
presentations. Many Tribal employees 
worked on the committee that hosted this 
year’s event; and they all deserve thanks 
and appreciation for their efforts and dedi- 
cation to the youth of the Seminole Tribe. 



Cartoon Ahpelahchege Naklioce vpelkv hayv 
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Kyle Doney Competes At State Golf Tournament 



Kyle Doney 


By Michael James 

CHINOOK, MT — Kyle 
Doney, the 1 7 year old son of Kenny and 
Marilyn Doney, competed at the Montana 
State Golf Tournament in May of this 
year. Despite the hazardous weather con- 
ditions, winds with gusts of up to 60 mph, 
the Chinook Boys placed 11th overall 
with a score of 737. Kyle took 14th place. 

Kyle, Panther Clan, resides in 
Chinook and graduates from high 
school in 2002. Upon graduation, he 
plans to attend Florida State 
University majoring in either 
Electronic or Computer Engineering. 

Kyle’s Junior year was filled 
with many accomplishments. In addi- 
tion to competing at the state level in 
golf, he was also a Student Council 
Member, played basketball, complet- 
ed a course in Honors Algebra, and 
was named “Who’s Who in Sports” 
for the year 2000. 

Every year, Kyle spends his 
summer at the Brighton Reservation 
with his grandmother, Elsie Smith. 

This year he worked at the Field 
Office, assisting Ellen Smith as well 
as helping out at the Pre-School. Kyle 


would like to say a special thank you to 
Chairman’s Assistant, Michele Thomas 
and the Seminole Tribe for their continued 
support. 

Kyle leaves for Montana on 
August 20. Congratulations Kyle, on your 
many accomplishments and best wishes 
for continued success in your Senior year. 

Kyle thanks his parents as well 
as Michele Thomas and the Tribe. 




5th Annual Randolph Clay 
Memorial Pool Tournament 
August 24 - 25, 2001 
Hollywood Gym 

Friday Aug. 24 - Seniors (over 50) 
and Youth Division (under 18) 
Seniors Mixed Doubles to follow 
Register: 4-6 p.m. 

Shoot: 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday Aug. 25 - Adult Division 
(18 and over) Men’s and Women’s 
Adult Mixed Doubles to follow 
Register: 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Shoot: 12:30 p.m. 

Food will be served. Payout for first 
six places each division. 

Sponsored by Hollywood 
Councilman Max Osceola Jr. 

*Open 9-Ball Tournament to follow 
Adult Divisions on Saturday - 
Sponsored by Big Cypress 
Councilman David Cypress. 

Any questions contact Brande’ Clay 
at (954) 989-5025. 
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Richard Smith Memorial 
Bowling Tournament 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — On July 14, 
the annual Richard Smith Memorial 
Bowling Tournament took place at 
Stardust Lanes. Each participant paid a 
$20.00 entry fee, which went towards the 
prize money. This year, to commemorate 
the event, t-shirts were given to the first 
35 teams signed up. 

Thanks to Parker Jones, who 
organized the event, and scorekeepers 
Rita Gopher and Laveme Thomas, the 
tournament was a success. 

The following are the results, 4 
games total were played-2 regular games, 
“3-6-9”, and “No-Tap”: 

“Regular” 1) (411) Joey Micco, 
Reina Micco 2) (384) Bobby Frank, Terri 
Frank 3) (378) Michael Micco, Tomi 
Micco 4) (373) Larry Smith, Marilyn 
Doney 5) (363) Elton Shore, Farrah 
Jones 6) (362) Parker 
Jones, Rose Jones 7) 

(362) Delwin McCowen, 

Patty Snow 8) (351) 

Damon Wilcox, Patricia 
Wilcox. 

“3-6-9” 1) 

(467) Bobby Frank, 

Wendy Juarez 2) 

(433) Elton Shore, 

Marilyn Doney 3) (430) 

Hyde Gopher, Dane 
Osceola 4) (424) Damon 
Wilcox, Tomi Micco 5) 

(422) Weems Buck, 

Virginia Billie 6) (414) 

John Madrigal, Sarah Jones 7) 

(406) Joey Micco, Linda Tommie 
8) (400) George Micco, Crystal 
Smith. 


“No Tap” 1) (432) Norman 
Johns, Terri Frank 2) (422) Michael 
Micco, Denise Morin 3) (412) Joey 
Micco, Virginia Billie 4) tie (405) John 
Madrigal, Beverly Tommie and Shane 
Buck, Mary Jo Micco 5) (403) Kevin 
Tommie, Edna Tommie 6) (402) Damon 
McCowen, Alfreda Musket 7) (399) 
Maxie Tommie, Lois Smith. 

“Regular” 1) (470) John 
Madrigal, Shana Frank 2) (393) Michael 
Micco, Pat Wilcox 3) (386) John Micco, 
Patty Snow 4) (377) Danny Jones, Dana 
Osceola 5) (374) Delwin McCowen, 
Wendy Juarez 6) (372) Shane Buck, 
Ruby Osceola 7) Gary Sampson, Lois 
Smith 8) (366) Weems Buck, Tomi 
Micco. 



Pool League Starts In Immokalee 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — A late sum- 
mer pool league was formed on July 30 
with nine teams ready to rack ‘em up. The 
league will be sanctioned under a newly 
acquired Seminole VNEA charter. 

League President and Secretary 
is Maria Billie and Treasurer is Libby 
Blake. George Grasshopper, Big Cypress 
Recreation Director, will serve as Vice 
President. 

The mini summer league will 
only run until Sept. 26 for a total of nine 
weeks of play. The shortened season was 
due in part to the Tribe’s acquisition of a 
Valley sanction, which took longer than 
expected going through the numerous 
channels. VNEA summer leagues usually 
run for 16 weeks. 

Only eight weeks of summer 
league play is needed to participate in the 
annual Bahamas Shootout held in early 
October, so participants in the Immokalee 
summer league will still meet the eligibili- 
ty requirements. 

Valley rules allows each charter 
holder to determine team composition, so, 
in an effort to more evenly distribute 
players of all levels and experience, the 
league officers decided to play the short- 


ened season with only four-player teams. 
Additionally, each team must include one 
woman player. 

Some spirited discussions took 
place on opening night as the men tried to 
find a female for their teams. Deals, 
promises, bribes and other inducements 
were offered to the few women pool play- 
ers in attendance — all in good fun, of 
course! 

Cost to play is $5 per person, per 
night ($20 team total) and all monies col- 
lected will be awarded at the end of the 
season based on the team’s standing in the 
league. 

This year will be the 9th Annual 
Bahamas Shootout. The event is held in 
Freeport, Grand Bahamas Island and 
draws players from all along the eastern 
seaboard and Canada. Although the 
majority of players come from Florida, 
last year’s event drew a team from 
Argentina. 

The Immokalee team “Motown 
Boyz” won the Bahamas Shootout event 
two years ago. That team includes Tribal 
members Ralph Sanchez, O.B. Osceola, 
David Billie, Raymond Mora and Roy 
Garza. Immokalee community member 
Mario Posada also plays with the team. 



Joseph Heirs being presented his certificate. 


Joseph !s Most Unusual Catch 


By Charles Hiers 

KEY LARGO, FL. — On 

July 8, Tribal member Joseph Hiers, 10, 
participated in Mandalay Fish 
Restaurant’s “Children’s Fishing 
Tournament” in Key Largo. 

Joseph, who was visiting 
grandfather Charles Billie-Hiers, Sr., 


caught the Tournament’s most unusual 
fish: a 12-inch Parrotfish. Hiers had a 
hard, long-fought battle with the fish 
during the two-hour tournament. 

Joseph was given a nice cer- 
tificate from the restaurant for his catch 
of the day. 
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Charlie Billie-Hiers assisting grandson Joseph before casting out. 


Tribal Citizens Kayaked For Cancer 


By Charles Hiers 

POMPANO BEACH — On 

June 23, Tribal members Charles Billie- 
Hiers, Sr., 48, and grandson Joseph 
Hiers, 10, participated in the American 
Cancer Society’s “Kayak Against 
Cancer,” sponsored by Kayuba Dive 
Club of Florida. 

The “Kayak Against Cancer” 
is a charity event benefiting the 
American Cancer Society, Florida 
Division. Charles and Joseph kayaked 
9.5 miles, with 4 checkpoints along the 
way. Kayaks were launched in the 
Atlantic Ocean shoreline starting at 
N.E. 16th Street and ended at S.E. 20th 
Street 

After the event, the partici- 


pants attended an appreciation and 
awards party at the Bahia Cabana 
Restaurant Beach Resort in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

The event raised over $7,000 
for the American Cancer Society in 
Broward County. 

This was Joseph’s first kayak 
event. Charles and Joseph paddled a 
Heritage Tandem kayak, donated by 
Florida Bay Outfitters of Key Largo. 

Joseph was awarded a hat and 
kayak sport sunglasses for being the 
youngest participant in the event. 
Joseph, who has been kayaking with his 
grandfather for the past 6 weeks to train 
for the event, was congratulated and 
applauded by all of the participants. 


Seminoles Bowl In Native 
American National Classics 


By Don Osceola 

LAS VEGAS — An all Native 
American Amateur bowling tournament 
was held at the Castaways Hotel and 
Casino July 27 - 29. Bowlers and their 
families from the Seminole Tribe as 
well as from several other Tribes, such 
as Miccosukee, Acjachemem Tribe of 
CA, Apache, Cherokee, Fox, Hopi, 
Navajo, Ojibwe, Paiute, Pawnee, Pima, 
Pueblo, Shawnee, Shoshone, Yakima 
and Zuni, participated in this annual 
event. 

The games were opened in 
Native ceremony with drumbeats and 
Native spiritual songs and prayer to the 
Great Spirit creator to bless the gather- 
ing of bowlers. 

Seminole men and women 
really enjoyed bowling with their old 
and new friends from other Tribes. 

There was great comradeship among the 
bowlers. It was a fine family event as 
well. 

Bowlers that participated in the 
tournament were: Loretta Micco, Gail 
Cypress, Jerome Jumper, Andre Jumper, 
Mabel Osceola, Symphoni Jumper, 
Ronnie Doctor, Hyde Gopher, Monica 
Cypress, Laura Clay, David Jumper, 
John Jumper, Bobby Frank, Mitch 
Osceola, Cornelia Osceola, Patricia 
Wilcox, Moses Osceola, Blake Osceola, 
Lamce Ballentine, Denise Morin, 
Carlene DiCarlo, Shaun Willie, 

Lawanna Niles, Mary Bowers, Joe Scott 
Kippenberger, Leon Wilcox, Bill Johns, 
Remus Griffin, Leslie Osceola, Alma 
Johns, Rodney Morin, Brett Moyano, 



Miss Romero of Acjachemem Tribe is 
considered one of the top women 
bowlers among Native Americans of 
California. 


Terri Frank and Linda Jones. 

Seminole bowlers and their 
families will be looking forward to 
returning to this great tournament again 
in 2002. 

Watch for complete results in 
an upcoming issue of the Tribune. 



L-R: Dan Osceola, Mary Gay Osceola and Jimmy Hank Osceola watching for 
strategy approach. 


Sports Notices 


Haskell Homecoming 2001 Golf Tournament - Friday, Oct. 12, 2001, 
9:00 a.m. (Shotgun Start), 4-Person Scramble (Team Assignment - On-site) Fees: 
$40 per person (includes green fees, cart, and prizes). Entry deadline is Friday, 
Oct. 5. To enter contact Lee Pahcoddy at (785) 766-4112 or Donald Cardinal at 
(785) 760-1625. 

Women’s Ice Hockey Clinic - 8 

weeks of 1 hour group instruction. Every 
Tuesday from Aug.7 - Sept.4 at 7 p.m. 
and on every Sunday from Aug. 16- 
Oct.14 at 5:15 p.m. Cost is $104 
plus $30 USA Hockey mem- 
bership. For more informa- 
tion contact: Karl Masnjak 
at (941) 948-7825 ext. 

1303. 

Adult Ice Hockey 

Clinic - 10 weeks of 1 hour 
group instruction. Every 
Sunday from Aug. 12 - 
Sept. 9 at 4:15 p.m. and 
every Sunday from 
Sept. 16 - Oct. 21 at 6:30 
p.m. Cost $130, 18 years 
and older. Call Karl Masnjak 
at (941) 948-7825 ext. 1303. 
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Tuff Hedeman speaks. 


Banquet 

Continued from page 1 

the 1984 NFR in his second year as a pro- 
fessional and went on to ten additional 
NFR appearances. By 1989, Tuff had 
topped enough bulls to win the world 
championship. He qualified for every 
National Finals Rodeo since 1984 except 
1994, when he was recovering from an 
injury. 

“I practiced all the time, and I 
competed forever with little or no suc- 
cess,” Hedeman told the Brighton youth. 

“I loved it though, and that’s 
what I wanted to do. What I’m saying is 
‘find something you love to do and do it’. 
All you need is you and all you need to 
worry about is the things that you can 
control and that means you,” said 
Hedeman. 

“To be successful takes sacrifice 
but it pays off in the end so don’t ever sell 
yourselves short.” 

Hedeman assured the audience 
that it is possible to find incredible 
strength within themselves, even in the 
face of devastating misfortune. 

Hedeman recalled his relationship with 
the late Lane Frost as an example. 

Frost was Hedeman’s best friend and 
traveling partner since high school 
days. 

“Lane Frost died fifteen feet 
in front of me at Cheyenne,” said 
Hedeman. It was Hedeman who called 
Frost’s parents, his wife, and accompa- 
nied his body back to Oklahoma the 
following day. In the face of such an 
agonizing event it would have been 
easy to lose focus and Hedeman nearly 
did. 

“What I’m trying to say is 
that life is about today. It doesn’t mat- 
ter how good or bad you did yesterday, 3 
today matters. Don’t sit around hoping | 
and wishing for success ... go for it ■§ 
and do the best you can,” said § 

Hedeman. S 

Hedeman, first contacted by 
Tribal member Gilbert King by mail, 
was retrieved from his Texas home by 
the Tribal jet. Yet another ride that he 
would never forget. 

After Hedeman’s speech, the 
Seminole Sports Legend Awards took 
place. The Seminole Sports Legends 
Award has become a highlight of the 
annual banquet, and an event that is loved 
and looked forward to by old and young 
alike. This year Joe Dan Osceola, 

Coleman Josh, and Jimmie Scott Osceola 
were all honored. Johnny Mack Kinsaul, 
former Okeechobee High School coach, 
took the microphone to reflect on the ath- 
letic achievements of the men. 

Kinsaul recounted sporting 
events and plays with pinpoint accuracy to 
the delight of both the recipients and the 
audience. Their achievements still stand 
today as some of the greatest athletic 
accomplishments in Florida high school 


sports history. After the presentation of 
awards, Kinsaul was presented with a 
Seminole sweetgrass basket. 

After the presentation of awards 
to the Legends the following individuals 
and groups were honored with presenta- 
tions of awards: Justin Aldridge- OCRA 
Football, OCRA Baseball, EIRA Steer 
Riding; Kiylier Baker-Motor Cross 
Racing; Jaryaca Baker-Motor Cross 
Racing; Dalton Bert-YABA Bowling; 
Damon Bert-YABA Bowling; Paul Billie- 
OCRA T Ball, YABA Bowling; Erena 
Billie- OCRA Rookie Baseball, YABA 
Bowling; Breanna Billie-OCRA T Ball, 
YABA Bowling; Leanna Billie-EIRA 
Novice Barrel Racing; Wesley Bishop- 
YABA Bowling; Andrew Bowers-High 
School Basketball, High School Football; 
Trina Bowers-High School Rodeo, EIRA 
Barrel Racing, EIRA Breakaway Roping; 
Jade Braswell- High School Rodeo, EIRA 
Novice Barrel Racing; Jewel Buck- YABA 
Bowling; Jennifer Chalfant-OCRA 
Softball; Amber Craig-Tae Kwon Do; 
Stephanie Dixon- YABA Bowling; Austin 
Fisher- YABA Bowling; Clint Girtman- 
OCRA Football, YABA Bowling; H. 


James Girtman-YABA Bowling; Joshua 
Girtman-YABA Bowling; Ethan Gopher- 
YABA Bowling, EIRA Calf Riding; Steel 
Gopher-OCRA Football, OCRA 
Basketball, YABA Bowling; Frank Huff- 
OCRA T Ball; Pierson Hunsinger-Tae 
Kwon Do; Jamie Gonzalez-EIRA Calf 
Riding; Jacoby Johns-OCRA Football, 
OCRA Baseball; Dayne Johns-EIRA Steer 
Riding; Guage Gonzalez-OCRA Football; 
McKenzie Johns-EIRA Novice Barrel 
Racing; Marilee Johns-EIRA Novice 
Barrel Racing; Joshua Johns-OCRA 
Baseball; Sheila Jones-OCRA Rookie 
Baseball; Deveon Jones-EIRA Mutton 
Bustin; Johnny Jones Jr. -Middle School 
Basketball; Cordy Jumper-OCRA 
Baseball; Cordell Jumper Jr.-OCRA 


Baseball, YABA Bowling; Kari Kroeplin- 
EIRA Novice Barrel Racing; Kerwin 
Miller-OCRA Baseball, YABA Bowling; 
Brianna Nunez-OCRA T Ball; Destiny 
Nunez-OCRA T Ball; Randel Osceola- 
EIRA Steer Riding; Minnie Osceola- 
YABA Bowling; Ryan Osceola-OCRA 
Basketball, YABA Bowling; Reba 
Osceola-EIRA Novice Barrel Racing; Seth 
Randolph-OCRA Football, EIRA Calf 
Riding; Clarissa Randolph-OCRA 
Softball; Jacob Robinson-OCRA Football, 
Okeechobee Wrestling Club; Marcus 
Robinson-OCRA Football, YABA 
Bowling; Eric Robinson- YABA; Dylan 
Sampson- YABA Bowling; Candice 
Simmer- YABA Bowling; Brittany Smith- 
Okeechobee County Recreation 
Volleyball; Jarrid Smith-High School 
Football, High School Basketball, EIRA 
Jr. Bull Rider; Brett Spencer-OCRA 
Baseball, OCRA Basketball, OCRA 
Football; Ashley Spencer-OCRA Softball, 
OCRA Basketball, YABA Bowling; Nikki 
Urbina- YABA; Zachery Willie-OCRA 
Soccer, YABA Bowling; Allyssa Willie- 
YABA Bowling; Ashton Baxley-Moore 
Haven T Ball, YABA Bowling; Timothy 


Bearden-Moore Haven T Ball; William 
Bearden-Moore Haven T Ball; Reese Bert 
Jr. -Moore Haven T-Ball, YABA Bowling; 
Terence Billie-Moore Haven T Ball; 

Dylan Chalfant-Moore Haven T-Ball; 
Jennie Eagle-Moore Haven T-Ball; Stoney 
Fish-Moore Haven T Ball; Nathan 
Gopher-Moore Haven T Ball, YABA 
Bowling, EIRA Calf Riding; Tommie 
Jackson-Moore Haven T Ball, OCRA T 
Ball, YABA Bowling; Phillip Jones- 
Moore Haven T-Ball, YABA Bowling; 
Christopher Olivarez-Moore Haven T 
Ball; Jessi Osceola-Moore Haven T Ball; 
Kristina Osceola-T Ball; Lauren Osceola- 
T Ball; Trent Osceola-T Ball; Cee Jae 
Smith-T ball, YABA Bowling; Janet 
Smith-Moore Haven T-ball, YABA 


Bowling; Marshall Tommie- 
Moore Haven T Ball, OCRA 
T Ball, YABA Bowling; 

Rosa Urbina-Moore Haven T 
Ball, YABA Bowling; 

The following ath- 
letes and coaches will be 
representing the Brighton 
Reservation at the Native 
American Youth 
Organization Softball and 
Baseball Tournaments in 
Philadelphia: Daylon 
Youngblood, Hilliard 
Gopher, Justin Aldridge, 

Ethan Gopher, Jordan Jones, 

Steel Gopher, Johnny Jones, 

James Girtman, Nolan 
Gopher, Nicki Osceola, 

Audrey Snow, Mary Huff, 

Megan Jones, Ashley jj 

Spencer, Pierson Hunsinger, ~ 

Kerwin Miller, Brett 
Spencer, Kholt Gopher, 

Kelsey Spencer, Adrian 
Baker, Brian Arledge, Joshua 
Girtman, Josie Snow, Sherry 
Jones, Clarissa Randolph, 

Shyla Jones, Melanie Jones, 

Candice Simmer, Keyah 
Osceola, Parker Jones, 

Pam Matthews, Gilbert 
King, Erica Osceola, Matt 
Jakowski, and Larry Howard 

Outstanding Athlete Awards: 
Brian Arledge-Middle School Basketball 
and Middle School Soccer/Yearling 
Award; William Bearden-Moore Haven T 
Ball/Most Valuable Player; Reese Bert Jr.- 
Moore Haven T Ball/Most Improved 
Player; Kyle Doney-High School 
Golf/Ranked 14^ in the state of Montana; 
Alona Driggers-High School 
Softball/Rookie of the Year; Hilliard 
Gopher-OCRA Baseball, YABA 
Bowling/Baseball All Around Sportsman; 
Kholt Gopher- OCRA Basketball, OCRA 
Football/Basketball Free Throw Contest 
Winner; Nathan Gopher-Moore Haven T 
Ball, YABA Bowling, EIRA Calf Riding/T 
Ball All Star; Mary Huff-OCRA Softball, 
YABA Bowling, EIRA Novice Barrel 
Racing/SoftbalJAll Star, Softball District 
Champions, 4™ in the State in Softball; 
Garrett Huston-OCRA T Ball/T Ball All 
Star; Holly Johns-High School volleyball, 
EIRA Barrel Racing/2001-2002 Seminole 
Rodeo Queen, Indian National Finals 
Rodeo Qualifier; Jordan Jones-OCRA 
Baseball/Baseball All Star; Melanie Jones- 
OCRA Softball, OCRA Basketball, YABA 
Bowling, Hershey’s Track Meet/ Softball 
All Star, Softball District Champion, 4^ 
in the State in Softball, 2 nc * in Softball 
Throw (Hershey’s track meet); Garrett 
Madrigal-Hershey’s Track Meet/3 rd place 
in 400 meter run; D’Anna Osceola-OCRA 
Softball. Middle School 
Volleyball/Softball All Star, Treasure 
Coast Volleyball Tournament Champs, 
Treasure Coast Conference Champs, 
Undefeated 11-0 Volleyball Season (Only 
Yearling Volleyball team in school history 


to go Undefeated); Keyah Osceola-Middle 
School Volleyball/Treasure Coast 
Volleyball Tournament Champs, Treasure 
Coast Conference Champs, Undefeated 
11-0 Volleyball Season (Only Yearling 
Volleyball team in school history to go 
undefeated); Nicki Osceola-High School 
Softball/Most Valuable Player; Zena 
Simmons-High School Softball, High 
School Basketball/ Basketball Most 
Valuable Player, Basketball Defensive 
Player of the Year; Audrey Snow-Middle 
School Volleyball, Middle School 
Basketball, OCRA Softball/Treasure Coast 
Volleyball Tournament Champs., Treasure 
Coast Conference Champions, Undefeated 
11-0 volleyball Season (Only Yearling 
Volleyball team in school history to go 
undefeated.); Patty Snow-High School 
Bowling/4-Year letter for Bowling; Kelsey 
Spencer-OCRA football, OCRA basket- 
ball, YABA bowling/Football All Star 
Team; Erin Willie-Middle School 
Volleyball, YABA Bowling/Treasure 
Coast Volleyball Tournament Champs., 
Treasure Coast Conference Champions, 
Undefeated 11-0 Volleyball Season (Only 
Yearling volleyball team in school history 
to go undefeated). 

Coaches: Emma Jane Urbina- 
Moore Haven T Ball Coach, Reno 
Osceola- Moore Haven T Ball Coach, 

Timi Bearden- Moore Haven T Ball Team 
Mom, Hosea Girtman- YABA Bowling 
Coordinator, Denise Girtman- YABA 
Bowling Coordinator, Johnnie Jones- 
OCRA Baseball Coach, Jeff Robinson- 
Wrestling Coach, Jeff Johns- Baseball 
Coach. 



Tuff Hedeman, Cordell Jumper, Jr., Justin Aldridge and Steele Gopher 


Rodeo ❖ Kowaaveh Shumpahleshke ❖ Curakko Ohapoketv 



Sampson Gopher assisting daughter Toby. 


Cowboys And Cowgirls 
Wow Bergeron Arena 

By Robin Osceola 

DAVIE — The Bergeron Rodeo Arena held its second 
PRC A rodeo of the summer on July 28. Once again, the Tribal 
youth showed their stuff in front of a crowd of local summer 
camp students. 

Hollywood Board Representative and Recreation Youth 
Director David DeHass and Five Star PRC A Rodeo Director Mike 
Daily made this possible for the youth. 

Although many of the young 
Tribal cowboys and cowgirls had 
prior commitments and were unable 
to participate in this event, those who 
did were able to show off their skills. 

In a combined event of Calf 
Riding and Jr. Bulls, Huston “Spark 
Plug” Osceola, with a time of 1.74, 
placed 5th. Brighton cowboy Seth 
Randolph, with a time of 1.33, placed 
6th. 

Shelby DeHass, who compet- 
ed in the Barrel Racing event, 
was a little nerv- 
ous. Her sum- 
mer school 
class came to 
watch the per- 



Davie 

Junior 

Rodeo 

For The Record: 

Wednesday, July 25 

Pee Wee Barrels: 

Nikki Siz 
Brittney D’Aliaive 
Shelby DeHass 
Eden Hartnes 

Mutton Bustin: 

Curtis Culligan 
Justin Ouvsler 
Kyle Spielman 

Raevin Frank 

Calf Riding: 

John Clinton 

Huston Osceola 

(Tribal members who 
placed are in bold.) 


Flag Drill Team Makes Their Mark On Rodeo 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — It started out as an 
idea, spurred by the fact that, up until that 
point, EIRA rodeos did not have a grand 
entry. “My mind just started rolling”, said 
Lisa Osceola, organizer of the EIRA flag 
drill team, New Sensation. 

Now, the beginning of each Eastern 
Indian Rodeo is spectacular, thanks to the 
all-girl drill team. They perform choreo- 
graphed routines, accompanied by music. 
They wear also spectacular costumes, 
designed by Osceola, and have begun to 
incorporate fire into their creative routines. 

Original members, Kari Kroeplin, 
MacKenzie Johns, Reba Osceola, Marilee 
Johns, Trina Bowers, Leanna Billie, and later 


additions, Shelby Osceola and Ashley Hair, 
have performed at all EIRA events and open 
rodeos for the past two years. Last year, they 
were honored to open the Indian National 
Finals Rodeo. 

This year, they have added to their 
routine, with help from Pyrotechnician Ted 
Walker, battery-operated flag poles that 
explode with fire. Not literally explode, the 
routine is similar to fireworks without the 
sound. 

“They are a very hard working 
group of young ladies,” said Osceola, “After 
leaving the INFR last year, I received so 
many letters complimenting the group on 
their courteous and respectful behavior.” The 
group practices whenever possible. It is diffi- 


cult at times, because the girls live on differ- 
ent reservations. 

This year, the team, with new mem- 
bers Alana Driggers and Ayze Henry, hope to 
be chosen again to open the INFR in 
Billings, MT. If you have not had the pleas- 
ure of seeing the young ladies perform, make 
it a point to attend the next EIRA rodeo. 

Lisa Osceola also praised Emma 
Johns, who carries the American Flag, for 
her contributions to the team. “Her personal- 
ity and smile are simply beautiful, she looks 
like she’s made to hold that flag,” says Lisa. 
Lisa would like to thank her for being there 
and always smiling. 

Best of luck New Sensation, hope 
to see you in Billings! 


EIRA Rodeo Results EIRA Junior Rodeo Results 


By Michael James 

HOLLYWOOD 

The following are the final 
results from the EIRA events 
in Hollywood on July 28: 

Mutton Bustin: 1st 
place- Nauthke Henry, time 
12.71 seconds. 2nd, Nicki 
Diaz, time 8.13 seconds, and in 
3rd, Andre Landon with a time 
of 3.61 seconds. 

Calf Riding: 1st 
place, Ethan Gopher with 2.80 
seconds. 2nd, Nathan Gopher, 
2.70 seconds and 3rd place, 
Huston Osceola, with a time of 
2.31 seconds. 

Steer Riding: 1st - 
Randel Osceola with 64 points 
and second place went to Dane 
Johns with 2.96 seconds. 

Junior Bull Riding: 
1st - Steven Billie with 70 
points. 2nd - Marlon Foster, 
5.88 seconds. 

Beginner Barrels: 1st 
- Shey anna Osceola, 16.835 
seconds. 2nd - Nauthke Henry, 
18.708 seconds and 3rd place 
Taylor Johns with a final time 
of 19.369 seconds. 

Bareback: 1st - Koty 
Brugh, with score of 66 points. 
Brighton Board 
Representative, Alex Johns 
placed second with a final 
score of 59 points. 

Steer Wrestling: 1st - 
Naha Jumper with a time of 
7.66 seconds. 2nd - Rodney 
Osceola, time of 9.64 seconds. 
3rd - Jeff Johns with a time of 
17.36 seconds. 


Saddle Bronc 
Riding: Robert Youngblood 
the only qualifier with 57 
points. 

Calf Roping: 1st - 

Naha Jumper with a time of 
15.85 seconds. 2nd - Marty 
Johns with a time of 21.07 sec- 
onds. 3rd - Josh Jumper, with a 
time of 21.07 seconds. 

Women’s 

Breakaway: 1st - Shelby 
Osceola with a time of 5.41 
seconds. 2nd - Jo Leigh Johns 
with a time of 14.12 seconds. 

Rudy Osceola was the 
only qualifier in the 50 and 
Over Breakaway event with a 
time of 5.73 seconds. 

Team Roping: 1st - 
Naha Jumper and Josh Jumper, 
8.38 seconds. 2nd - Marvin 
Bowers and Amos Tiger, 9.57 
seconds. 3rd - Justin Gopher 
and Koty Brugh, 20.76 sec- 
onds. 

Women’s Barrel 
Racing: 1st - Tess 
Ducheneaux, 15.921 seconds. 
2nd - Holly Johns, 15.970 sec- 
onds. 3rd - Shelby Osceola 
with a time of 16.270 seconds. 

Novice Barrels: 1st - 
McKenzie Johns with a time of 
16.719 seconds. 2nd - Kari 
Kroeplin, 16.793 seconds. 3rd 
- Reba Osceola with a time of 
17.113 seconds. 

Bull Riding: Koty 
Brugh placed first with a time 
of 72 points and Justin Gopher 
placed second with a score of 
67 points. 


By Michael James 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

following are the final results 
from the Junior Rodeo events 
that took place in Hollywood, 
July 27: 

Mutton Bustin: 1st 

place-Nauthke Henry; 2nd place- 
Andre Landon; 3rd place-Cindy 
Landon; 4th place-Kelton 
Smedley; 5th place- Austin 
Holmes; 6th place-Donovan 
Tiger; 7th place-Cirus Smedley; 
8th place-Raevin Frank; 9th 
place-Toby Gopher. 

Dummy Calf Roping: 
Split 1 st and 2nd place-Toby 
Gopher and Kevin Lawrence; 3rd 
place-Austin Gopher; Split 4th 
and 5th-Kelton Smedley and 
Andre Landon 

Calf Riding: lstplace- 
Guage Gay; 2nd place-Ethan 
Gopher; 3rd place-Kholt 
Thompson; 4th place-Andrew 
Holmes; 5th place-Nathan 
Gopher; 6th place-Huston 
Osceola- 7th place-Jamie 
Gonzalez; 8th place-Seth 
Randolph. 

Junior Steer 

Undecorating: 1 st place-Randel 
Osceola. 

Senior Steer 

Undecorating: 1 st place- Ayze 
Henry, 2nd place- Joe Hipp. 

Only one qualified 
Junior Breakaway: Jonathan 
Torres. 

Senior Breakaway: 1 st 

place-Jimmy Kidwell, 2nd place- 


Benny Hernandez, 3rd place- 
Joshua Torres, 4th place-Joe 
Hipp. 

Team Roping: 1st 

place- Shelby Osceola and Jimmy 
Kidwell; 2nd place-Joshua Torres 
and Jonathan Torres; 3rd place- 
Georgie Williams and Bucky 
Williams; 4th place-Benny 
Hernandez and Joe Hipp. 

Junior Goat Tying: 1st 
place- Jonathan Torres. 

Senior Goat Tying: 1st 
place-Georgie Williams; 2nd 
place-Jennifer Deveaugh; 3rd 
place-Caylyn Gonzalez; 4th 
place-Ayze Henry; 5th place- 
Joshua Torres; 6th place-Buckie 
Williams; 7th place- Victoria 
Hernandez. 

Wild Pony Riding: 1st 

place-Seth Randolph, 2nd place- 
Brandtley Osceola, and 3rd 
place-Nathan Gopher. 

Pee Wee Barrel 
Racing: 1st place-Nauthke 
Henry. 

Junior Barrel Racing: 

1 st place-Raven Osceola, 2nd 
place-Ethan Gopher, 3rd place- 
Taylor Johns. 

Senior Barrel Racing: 

1 st place-Jennifer Deveaugh; 2nd 
place-Ayze Henry; 3rd place- 
Leanna Billie; 4th place- Vicki 
Hernandez, 5th place-Marilee 
Johns, 6th place-Serena Hipp. 

Junior Bull Riding: 1st 
place-Steven Billie, 2nd place- JR 
Owle 
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We Finally Got Rain 

By The Seminole Health Department 

With the rain comes mosquitoes and 
mosquitoes can be deadly! Mosquitoes can 
carry viruses that infect humans. 

There are a few things we all can do to 
protect our loved one and ourselves. 

• Remove objects from your property that can 
hold water, mosquitoes grow in standing water 
like that found in old tires and other junk. 

• Try to limit after dark outside activities. 

• If you need to be outside after dark, be sure to 
wear long pants and shirts and blouses. 

• Wear insect repellant when possible when you 
are outside after dark. 

Have fun this summer, but do it safely! 


Common House Mosquito 


Living With Diabetes 


By Alexandra Frank and Jennie Hatfield - 
Nutritionist 

I have been a Diabetic for eleven years now 
and most of the time it has been a roller coaster ride. 

I made major changes in my lifestyle in order for my 
life to be normal. Which meant a change in diet, 
starting an exercise routine, and to be consistent with 
monitoring my sugar levels. It has happened time and 
time again that many fellow Tribal members living 
with this disease ask me how I stay small. I tell them 
they have to watch what they eat, drink and to 
EXERCISE, EXERCISE, EXERCISE! 

You cannot imagine the look on some of 
their faces when I say this adamantly, but it is very 
important to be physically active. Since so many of 
you out there have been diagnosed with this terrible 
disease, I asked Jennie Hatfield, Nutritionist at the 
Hollywood Clinic to help me with getting out some 
much needed information. 

She has been kind to give me some informa- 
tion to help you live with diabetes. Many people do 
not know that this disease is currently being 
studied, due to the fact that more 
Americans are becoming diag- 
nosed with it. The current num- 
ber of diabetics in America is 
at 1 6 million, each year 
798,000 are diagnosed. Adults 
are mainly diagnosed with this 
disease, but it is reported that 
about 123,000 are children, 19 
and younger. 

These numbers point to 
a growing and frightening trend 
that needs to be addressed now. 

There are young people within 
the Tribe afraid they may end up 
with this disease because it so 
prevalent in their families. But here is a 
chance to inform you or a loved one about how to 
care and even prevent the onset. This is the first seg- 
ment pertaining to the care of diabetes and how to 
live with this debilitating disease. So read on and arm 
yourself with the facts you will need to live a long 
and healthy life. 

Treating Diabetes with good nutrition, self 
care for people with diabetes. The goals of diabetes 
management are to maintain near-normal blood sugar 
levels and reduce the risk of complications. Effective 
self-care is an important factor in success. These 
practices include following diet, exercise, medication 
and blood glucose monitoring recommendations. 

Routine Self-Care includes: 

*Eat Well - Eating well with diabetes means 
selecting a variety of healthy foods, eating the right 
amount to maintain a healthy weight and distributing 


meals and snacks throughout the day. 

*Take Medication - Medications for dia- 
betes management is only effective when taken as 
prescribed. Be sure to learn about your medications, 
how and when to take them. Any side effects and 
how to respond to them should also be well under- 
stood. 

* Exercising Regularly - Exercising muscles 
take more glucose out of the blood than resting mus- 
cles and so this can improve blood sugar control and 
stress management. There are some precautions that 
people with diabetes must take. 

*SMBG (Self- Monitoring Blood Glucose) - 
Blood sugar testing is now part of daily routine for 
many people with diabetes. Blood glucose meters 
have become small and relatively easy to use. SMBG 
allows people with diabetes to make quick and sim- 
ple adjustments to diet, exercise and medications, 
which allow them to quickly respond to blood sugar 
changes. 

* Stress Management - Good stress manage- 
ment skills can help minimize the release of hor- 
mones, which raise blood sugar 
levels. Stress management prac- 
tices include getting enough rest 

and exercise, avoiding excessive 
caffeine and alcohol, and learn- 
ing one or more simple relax- 
ation techniques to help lower 
stress response in tense situa- 
tions. 

Special Care in Special 
Circumstances 

*Sick Days - When ill, a 
person with diabetes will usually 
have higher blood sugar levels. 

This is the result of more counter regulatory 
hormone activity. It is important to continue medica- 
tions for diabetes management, and to monitor blood 
glucose on sick days. Some people are advised by 
their doctor to increase medication. Try to follow 
one’s usual diet but do not do exercise to lower blood 
when sick. Exercise can aggravate high blood sugars 
caused by illness. 

If illness is causing nausea, vomiting and/or 
diarrhea, however, and one’s usual diet cannot be fol- 
lowed, liquid foods can be taken to provide enough 
carbohydrate and fluids to keep blood sugar levels 
within a safe range. 

The Health Clinic would like to encourage 
Tribal members to come in, visit the Nutritionist, the 
Health/Nutrition Educator, and the medical staff. We 
will be able to help guide and assist anyone who has 
diabetes. Please feel free to call anytime for an 
appointment. They hope to see you on Diabetic day 
each month. 



My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,’ 1 

my story is alive. 


/■ 



RELAPSE: - The Importance of Avoiding Relapse 


By Benny Secody (CAAP -2) 

With such emphasis on wellness, recovery, 
and youth at the recent wellness and youth confer- 
ences, one particular topic surfaced over and over 
again: the monumental problem of relapse. Not 
many in recovery can honestly say they have never 
relapsed during their recovery period. We are all 
human, we make mistakes. It only takes one time 
to make the wrong decisions. Here is information 
that may help those in recovery: 

Webster’s Dictionary defines “relapse” as: 
[1] to fall or slide back into a former state; [2] to 
regress after partial recovery of an illness. 

The key words in this definition are partial 
recovery. Once a person chooses the path to recov- 
ery from addiction, they generally concede that 
they are powerless over addiction and have decided 
to seek professional help. How an addiction profes- 
sional handles the early recovery stage of the client 
will have a huge impact on that client’s success, or 
lack of it. 

Once the client is assessed, an initial treat- 
ment plan is prepared to identify the client’s (short 
term) goals and objectives. The client should then 
meet with the treatment team to determine how 
he/she will achieve those goals. 

Individual and group therapy should 
always focus on Relapse Prevention. When the 
client is in early recovery, he/she is faced with the 
challenge of starting a new life without using drugs 
or alcohol. Most clients are afraid of this change. 

One major factor to target in early recov- 
ery, in any stage of recovery, is to learn the “trig- 
gers” that lead to a relapse and how to combat 
them. For some, the triggers may be depression or 
loneliness, the need to court disaster, family prob- 
lems (trouble in the marriage), and overconfidence 
in their ability to fight addiction. 

Counselors and techs need to be on the 
lookout for signs of relapse. They must realize that 
a client can “relapse” before taking a drink or 
smoking a rock or joint. Their personality changes, 
they want to isolate and become defensive. 

Often a client’s roommate will attempt to 
take on the role of counselor for a client who has 
visibly shown signs of relapse, such as talking 
about sneaking out for a beer or confiding his 
intentions to the roommate. 

This often causes the roommate to relapse 
along with the client. Staffs need to assess the 
compatibility of clients when assigning roommates, 
separating those who have the visible capabilities 
of harming each other’s efforts at recovery. 

Clients who do relapse often feel worth- 
less and want to punish themselves for their 
relapse. They usually feel overwhelmed at the 


prospect of starting over, and feel that they just 
can’t do it. 

Many addicts are years into their recovery 
when they relapse for no apparent reason. They 
can’t identify which of their triggers was responsi- 
ble for the relapse. Failure to faithfully attend 
meetings or work their steps often contributes to 
relapse. 

Counselors should attempt to convince 
their clients to participate in some type of after care 
program. Once the clients leave the safety of a resi- 
dential program, it is unwise for the client to return 
to the same circumstances that contributed to the 
original addiction problem. Clients who return 
home to an abusing spouse or a family member 
who still uses, are putting themselves at risk of 
relapse. The client should be encouraged to change 
his/her social circle and avoid employment that 
could trigger a relapse. 

The counselor should tout the benefits of 
entering a half-way house as part of a relapse pre- 
vention program, if the counselor feels that the 
client is not ready to become independent. Early 
recovery programs usually only provide 28 days of 
residential treatment, then the client is released 
before he/she is actually ready. 

Although a halfway house provides some 
independence, it still places the needed restrictions 
on the client. The client may go (unsupervised) to 
work, as long as the client observes the rules 
regarding curfews. 

Clients undergo mandatory (random) drug 
testing. They are also required to attend a variety 
of in-house group sessions. After their “blackout” 
period is completed, they are allowed to attend out- 
side meetings. They learn to handle financial 
responsibilities. They are taught personal hygiene 
and good housekeeping. They may eventually work 
their way up to weekend passes. 

Counselors and treatment teams at these 
facilities also need to identify a prospective relapse 
and take necessary steps to prevent it. Staff needs 
to be trained to deal with a client who has returned 
home after relapse and how to deal with the other 
clients in the facility that live with the individual. 

Staff needs to allow the clients to address 
the situation at a house group meeting, where the 
clients should be allowed to run this meeting on 
their own. Staff should be present only to facilitate 
this group. 

With this information in mind, anyone 
who is in recovery and encountering situations 
where relapse could occur, the office of Family 
Services is available to provide help through coun- 
seling services and even transportation to meetings 
for those who need a ride. 


Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pima- Maricopa, 
kiwwfi the importanne of fcea-pifrg the story 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he Is helping Jo 
preserve 1 Mh rich I'-uliure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
tradition is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building a muneum in Washington. D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 


Z' 

Man 




■'gkat 

AM till CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe Slones Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call today: (2(£} 357-3 1G4 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 
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DESIGNS 
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Poster Art 

National Tribal 
tiivmnnmiAtaJ Council 
200 E Conference RdsI.lt 
"JtoF.-lfflw" 

Sip 

$ 1 5 iijJiiCil 

plijj S SH 


Pen £ link, Acrylic, 0 

Accepting commissions Trom pnocograpus 

Origin^] Art Tec Sniri Designs - S20 

"Awmfii. Stt jt £tte a ,\V//ci:'". 'ttm'ixjtarar.. 
"W/je/e S/rnfm Stuif, '■' Ymr S&rttffikr". 
"Otcti'k i'tfiUff'. "A lespeet the Stink" 

All Designs are Front £ Back 

Av.'iil.h'tlr in ■Mrtlrii’ii Kl .'ir^f •SfViwf l^HAv Sttf? JtiiihM'! 
Shin Color?: Torcst Green. Alarcon Natural. Asht WhiLc 

, S/xiiif £&iorr,4MMl<r Jit A'j nfitj^t! 


CANOES FOR Display 

1 1 length - UaiiiR Chisel. Hstcher. 
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SiLvER 

Traditional tfesigns. 
no solder or welding 



Cypress Furniture 

Ranches S Tables 
All original designs, hand made 
Renommended for inebor or covered Dutdoor use. 
wmittiNtst Jtaptran'Kfe eon tv tastpui pniapd 
rail fpr ttiLTf titfermtitieti 



For more information, or commissions, contact: 

LeRoy Henehayo Osceola 

S.R, Box 33-A, Qchopee, FL 33943 

( 941 ) 695-2780 


Public Relations Department 

By Maureen Vass 

The Public Relations Department was start- 
ed two years ago and it is more of an Employee 
Relations Department than anything else. It is our 
intent to assure a good working environment for the 
employees of The Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Many of you are aware of the fact that this 
department puts on the monthly birthday parties. We 
go to each reservation (except Tampa) and have 
lunch and cake for the employees. We send out birth- 
day cards at the beginning of each month to the 
employees whose birthday it is that month. Naturally, 
everyone is invited to the luncheon and, as the 
months progressed, we had more people coming to 
the parties. 

We also assist Tribal members with any spe- 
cial occasion they may wish to celebrate. We do this 
so the Tribal member can have a special luncheon for 
a graduation, or a marriage, or anything else they may 
wish to do. 

Our office was in charge of the Dale 
Carnegie training program for the Tribe. We have had 
over 200 Tribal employees take the course and we 
have one more class in September. 

These are just a few of the things this depart- 
ment does. We also like to be able to visit those who 
may be sick and in the hospital as it always is a boost 



Jennifer Keefe and Maureen Vass 


to know that the company you work for is thinking of 
you. If we aren’t told about someone being in the 
hospital, it is difficult to visit them, so please let us 
know if there is someone ill so we can, at the very 
least, send them a card or flowers. 

Maureen Vass heads the Public Relations 
Department. Jennifer Keefe is secretary/assistant. 

Vass can be reached at ext. 1240. Keefe’s extension is 
1247. The office is located on the second floor of 
Tribal Headquarters in room 223. 


Utilities Department 

By Suzie Kippenberger, Director 

The Utilities department is responsible for 
the water and sewer service on all of the Seminole 
Reservations. There are six plants under the manage- 
ment of the department, three facilities for water and 
three for wastewater. 

Solid Waste Disposal, also handled by the 
Utilities department, includes pick up of white goods 
and weekly bulk trash on all reservations. There are 
two transfer stations, one in Brighton and one in Big 
Cypress, for this purpose. 

Recycling is handled by this office, as well 
as hurricane pick-up, which is currently scheduled for 
Saturday, Aug. 25. The purpose of hurricane pick-ups 
are to minimize the possibility of flying debris should 
a hurricane hit the area. For this reason, we encour- 
age all residents to get rid of old tires and bulky 
debris in general. 

Another responsibility of the Utilities depart- 
ment is to keep an inventory of chemicals spread 
throughout the reservations, with the purpose of iden- 
tifying a possible spill during a hurricane or other dis- 
aster. 

Well Head protection is provided to make 
sure the drinking water does not become contaminat- 
ed under any circumstances. Utilities also provides 
septic systems to new home sites, elevation bench 
markings to build new home site pads, and other serv- 
ices to new water and sewer connections. 

Our newest development is the construction 
of a composting facility on the Brighton reservation. 
The scheduled completion date for this facility is 
October, 2001. Upon completion, the facility will be 
operated by the solid waste staff at the Brighton 
Transfer Station. 

Yard waste will be ground to wood chip or 
mulch and mixed with food waste to produce a com- 
post material that can be used in pastureland as well 
as home site gardens. Education material will be pro- 
vided to the community as we near completion. This 



Back: (L-R) Jodi Clay and Jane Stedman. Front: 
(L-R) Adele Crossin and Josephine Balsamo. Far 
Right: Suzie Kippenberger. 


will be only the second such facility to be built on an 
Indian reservation. 

Following is a list of phone numbers and 
staff members on each reservation for contacting the 
Utilities Department: Hollywood (954) 967-3401 con- 
tact Adele Crossin, John Taribo or Suzie 
Kippenberger; Big Cypress (863) 983-6367 contact 
Curtis Rawls, Guillermo Ortiz or Isaac Bettleyoung; 
Brighton (863) 467-0017 contact John Tommie, 
Charles Bearden, Eli Holata or Danny Jones; 
Immokalee (941) 893-7441 contact Raul Alvarez. 

The Hollywood office acts as a central sta- 
tion and can be reached, regarding any reservation 
need, problem, or question from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

For emergencies, the department has a 24- 
hour answering service that will get in touch with the 
on-call person. That number is (954) 962-6800. Every 
week there is a person for each reservation on duty to 
respond to emergencies. This number will connect 
you to the right person regardless of the reservation. 
At Big Cypress, the Seminole Police Department can 
also provide those services for any emergency by 
contacting the on-call person. 


Gaming Department 

The Gaming Department does background inves- 
tigations on all potential casino employees for all locations, 
Brighton, Coconut Creek, Hollywood, Immokalee and 
Tampa. All employees at the five casinos need to have 
Gaming Licenses. The Gaming Commission grants those 
licenses after the full background investigation is complet- 
ed. 

J. Alan Jumper is the Director of the Gaming 
Department. Ronnie Padgett is Gaming Administrator and 
Danny Tommie is in charge of Special Operations. In addi- 
tion to overseeing the Background Investigators, these gen- 
tlemen also are responsible for the Commission Officers 
and Surveillance in all the Tribe’s casino 
operations. 

Background Investigators are Angel 
Edwards, Latonya Galindo, D. Michelle 
Osceola, Shelley Frias, Tabitha Osceola, 

Barbara Lukas and Sandra Johnson. Office 
Manager is Barbara Calisanti and Tilde 
Fleites is Administrative Secretary. 

Tasha DeRienzo is a Background 
Investigator/Badging Technician. Tasha is 
the person to see when applying for a Tribal 
ID Badge. Don’t forget if you need a 
replacement, there is a fee involved. Tasha 
can be reached at the Headquarters Building 
at extension 1061. All Tribal Members 
should have a Tribal ID. Paperwork has to 
clear the Secretary/Treasurer’s office first. 

Gaming offices are located on the 
first and fourth floors of the Tribal 
Headquarters Building. 



Back: (L-R) Scanner, Angel Edwards; Background 
Investigators Latonya Galindo, D. Michelle Osceola, Shelley 
Frias, Tabitha Osceola, and Barbara Lukas. Front: (L-R) 
Background Investigators Sandra Johnson, Barbara Calisanti, 
Background Investigator and Badge Technician Tasha De 
Rienzo, and Admin Secretary Tilde Fleites. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 
We Deliver 












The Seminole Tribune 


13 


August 17, 2001 


Casino ❖ Shetemaabek cheke ❖ Setenpokvcuko 




Casino News Update 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE BINGO AND 
GAMING — Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 
34974. (800) 360-9875. Closed Mondays and when 
the last player leaves nightly. 

Over $30,000 in cash and prizes will be 
given away by the casino this summer including a 
cruise to Mexico, a trip to Hawaii, a Polaris 
jet-ski, and a 2001 Chevrolet Camaro. 

Drawing slips will be awarded as par- 
ticipants qualify (available since June 
1 6) - culminating at midnight on 
Aug. 24. 

Summer Promotion continued 
into August when the 2001 Miss Hawaiian Tropic 
Pageant - Lake Okeechobee arrive at the casino on 
Saturday the 11th. A $5 special Hawaiian Luau 
Barbecue dinner and the drawing for the trip to 
Hawaii took place that night. Wayne Purvis per- 
formed in the gaming areas. 

On Aug. 25, the Summer of Fun will host 
a Finale party and someone will drive away in a 
brand new 2001 Chevrolet Camaro sponsored by 
Maroone Chevrolet - Green Acres and Belle Glade 
(Trip sponsored by Travel Connection - 
Okeechobee.) 

Sponsors will be on 
location with vehicles for 
sale on display. There will 
be free hotdogs and Coke, 

50 cents Coors Light Draft, 
along with drawings for 
$50 cash and prizes. 

Winners for each 

drawing MUST be present to win, have valid photo 
ID and social security card. See casino staff or 
newsletter for more information and complete 
rules. 

Brighton Seminole Bingo and Casino was 
proud to be the host for the first ever Miss 
Hawaiian Tropic Pageant - Lake Okeechobee Title 
Pageant. This marked the 1 9th Anniversary of the 
Miss Hawaiian Tropic International Model Search. 

Contestants competed for cash prizes of 
$300 for 1st, $200 for 2nd and $100 for 3rd. The 
first place winner will won a 6 day/5 night stay 
in exotic Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and goes 
on to compete in the state finals. Winner 
of the state final goes on to compete in 
the Miss Hawaiian Tropic United 
States Pageant in the fall where four 
finalists are chosen to represent the 
U. S. in the International pageant dur- 
ing spring break in March 2002. 

The Drums of Polynesia 
opened and performed during breaks 
throughout the pageant. The performance 
included costume changes of the four main 
Polynesian Islands - Hawaii, Tahiti, New Zealand 
and Samoa - and included the Savage Fire Dance 
of Samoa. 

COCONUT CREEK CASINO — 5550 
N.W. 40th St., Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 
977-6700. Open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

August 16 and 21 Love 94 radio station 
will be making a promotional appearance at the 
Coconut Creek Casino from 6 p.m. - 7 
p.m. center stage. They will be giving 
away four pairs of Sade concert tick- 
ets to four lucky patrons at each 
appearance. 

Mark Aug. 26 on your cal- 
endar to be at the casino. Taking 
center stage from 1 - 5 p.m. will be 
South Florida’s hottest oldies group 
The Bowery Boys. Plus one lucky 
winner will win a trip for two to 
Biloxi including hotel and airfare. 

Contact the casino for full details 





IMMOKALtfc 


BRIGHTON^ SEMINOLE 



Seminole 

Casino 

Hollywood 


IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO — 506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 
34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

August is Old West Month at the 
Immokalee Casino. All month long the casino will 
be reliving the excitement of long ago days when 
cowboys rode the range and the West 
was really wild. 

Country recording artist 
Mindy McCready kicked things off 
with a special concert on Aug. 1 1 . See 
story this issue of the Tribune. 

Sunday Aug. 12, JPC mem- 
bers will receive a glass boot filled with 
goodies to satisfy the sweet tooth and possibly the 
wallet. Certain boots have a cash sticker that could 
be worth up to $500 in the matinee session or up to 
$ 1 ,000 in the evening session. See newsletter for 
details and your game piece for your glass boot. 
This event is for JPC members only. If you’re not a 
member, you can sign up for free anytime prior to 
the sessions. 

A special Poker drawing will take place 
Aug. 18 with four $250 drawings for mini-tourna- 
ment players. 

Super Saturday will 
be on Aug. 25. A brand new 
18-foot Sea Fox boat, 
including motor and trailer, 
will be given away to one 
lucky winner. Bingo, casino 
and poker players have all 
month long to collect draw- 
ing tickets. It only takes one ticket to win, but the 
more you collect the more chances you’ll have. 

Bingo players - Pack up the wagons, 
there’s gonna be a Gold Rush! Immediately follow- 
ing the bingo sessions on Super Saturday, three 
lucky winners will receive $1,000 in cash. For 
every bingo win during the month you will receive 
a drawing ticket. 

Special packages will be available in the 
evening sessions on Super Saturday. Call the casino 
for details or check the newsletter. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO 
TAMPA - 5223 North Orient Road, 
Tampa, FL 33610. (813) 621-1302 or 
(800) 282-7016. Internet: 
http://www.casino-tampa.com. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

Jackpot Club Members are 
invited to the casino on August 14th 
and 21st for the $20,000 Triangle 
Bingo Games. On your special 
assigned day, start off with a $3 - $5 discount 
on your pack. Then stop by the Celebration booth 
with your receipt to pick up a super Triangle Bingo 
game strip. 

In the matinees and Nite owls, the small 
triangle will pay $500 and the large triangle 
$1,500. In the evening session the prizes double. 
Only one drawing prize per person per session 
allowed. No coupons or passes will be accepted at 
any session on these dates. 

Special day is assigned by the first letter 
of your last name. A - K is Aug. 14th and L - Z is 
the 21st. 

Super Saturday will be on the 
11th and the 25th. Special combo 
pack prices will be available. Matinee 
I and II pay double on regular games 
and the Evening pack games pay 
$1,199 each. There will also be ten 
$50 drawings in the Matinee I and II 
sessions. 

Stay and Play packs are 
available every Monday and 
Wednesday. Buy a Matinee I combo 
pack and get one for Matinee II for only $5 


SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF 
HOLLYWOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 323-5452. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

August has been cash drawing month at 
the casino. On Aug. 15, $500 an hour was given 
away starting at 1 p.m. and culminating at 1 1 p.m. 
when $5,000 was given away. 

The next drawing will be held on Aug. 22 
at 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. Besides cash, the 
casino will also be drawing for a trip for two 
to Reno, a trip for two to Key Largo 
and another $5,000 prize. 

On Aug. 29, the last draw- 
ings will start at 6 p.m. Every hour 
until 10 p.m. the casino will draw for 
a $500 cash prize. The 10 p.m. drawing 
will be for a Road King Classic Model 2002 
Harley Davidson. 

Bingo players - Aug. 18 $5,000 is a must- 
go during Super Jackpot session. And, during the 
matinee session, all bingo players will receive a 
free anniversary gift. 

On Aug. 25, the evening session Bonanza 
bingo will be a must-go at $1,199. 

Machine players won’t be left out of the 
fun. Aug. 31, win $500 or more on any video gam- 
ing machine and receive a special T-shirt, comple- 
ments of the casino. 

See the casino for full details and eligibili- 
ty requirements. 


more. 

Wednesday Aug. 29 the casino will be 
giving away a new 2001 Saturn. See casino for 
details on how to get your drawing slip. Drawing 
will take place at 9:45 p.m. and winner must be 
present and have valid I.D. and social security card 
with them. 

Labor Day Weekend Celebration kicks of 
Friday Aug. 31st with $10,000 in cash to be given 
away. Drawing slips will be available every time 
you attend any regular Bingo session from the 1st 
through the 30th. Bring your slips to 
any regular session on the 3 1 st. 

There will be ten drawings in 
each matinee and Nite owl session 
and two sets of ten drawings in the 
evening session. Prizes will range 
from $50 - $1,000 for a total of 
$10,000 in cash. Again, only one drawing prize per 
person per session. Winners must be present to win 
and have valid I.D. No coupons or passes will be 
allowed for any of the sessions. 

Saturday Sept. 1 the casino will offer Stay 
and Play and host Pajama Party 2. If you were at 
the casino for PJ-1, you won’t want to miss PJ-2. 
Then on Sunday Sept. 2, the Super Nite Owl 
Combo Session returns. 

Labor Day Monday, Sept. 3, be the casi- 
no’s guest for a special barbecue lunch or dinner. 
End your summer at the casino with the all-out 
Labor Day Weekend Celebration. 

— Compiled by Libby Blake 





Casino 

Continued from page 1 

Summit, 1201 S. Ocean Drive, morning 
departure 9:40 p.m., evening departure 5:40 p.m. 

From the Hollywood Beach Resort (corner 
of Ocean and Arizona), morning departure 9:41 
p.m., evening departure 5:41 p.m. From the Star 
Dust, 915 S. Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:42 
p.m., evening departure 5:42 p.m. 

Corner of Connecticut Drive and N. Ocean 
Drive, morning departure 9:43 p.m., evening depar- 
ture 5:43 p.m. Comer of Nebraska Street and N. 
Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:44 p.m., evening 
departure 5:44 p.m. 

From the Hollywood Towers, 3111 N. 
Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:45 a.m., evening 
departure 5:45 p.m. Corner of Forrest Street and N. 
Ocean Drive, morning departure 9:46 a.m., evening 
departure 5:46 p.m. 

From 6001 N. Ocean Renaissance, morning 
departure 9:47 a.m., evening departure 5:47 p.m. 
From the Danians, morning departure 9:49 a.m., 
evening departure 5:49 p.m. From the Oak Wood 
Plaza (Home Depot) morning departure 10:10 a.m., 
evening departure 6:10 p.m., and from the Seminole 
Indian Casino Hollywood, morning departure 10:20 
a.m., evening departure 6:20 p.m. 

Daily Free Shuttle Service to the Seminole 


Indian Casino Hollywood via Century Village, 
Pembroke Pines Route. Morning departure from the 
Clubhouse Monday - Saturday 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Return trips: Depart from the Casino at 
2:45 p.m. 

Evening departure from the Clubhouse 
Monday - Sunday 5:15 p.m. Return trips: Depart 
from the Casino at 10:15 p.m. Return Shuttle service 
from the Casino twice daily at 3 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

Please note; The Shuttle departure times 
may vary occasionally depending on the length of 
our Bingo Program. Shuttle times/route are subject 
to change. Please call for verification or if you have 
any questions call (954) 961-3220 extension 118. 

Don’t forget about the “Smoke Free Bingo 
Room”. We have special prizes and promotions each 
month and are open 24-hours a day, 7 days a week 
and features: High Stake Bingo, Live Action Poker, 
Video Gaming Machines, Cocktail Bar, Three Snack 
Bars (w/daily lunch and dinner specials). Catch the 
excitement! Over $30 million in cash prizes paid out 
to lucky winners each month. 


If you know someone with a 
gambling problem, take the time to show 
that you care and call... 

1 - 800 - 426-7711 

Florida Council on Compulsive Gambling, Inc. 


Seminole Indian Casino Tournament Talk 


By Sandi McClenithan 

HOLLYWOOD — Mini Poker 
Tournaments available 24 hours a day. 100 percent of 
Buy-In money returned to players as prize money! 

Each player will receive 500 units (except 
where noted) in non-negotiable tournament chips 
with the purchase of a Buy-In. Each player will 
receive an additional 1000 units (except where noted) 
with the purchase of an optional Re-Buy during the 
course of the mini-tournament. 

The following games are offered during the 
Mini Poker Tournament, 7-Card Stud and 7-Card 
High-Low, Texas and Tahoe Hold’em, Omaha High- 
Low Eight or Better, Seminole 2-3-4. 

No Re-Buys will be permitted after the start 
of the final round of play. All Buy-In amounts 
include purchase into the Royal Flush Bingo Jackpot. 
Prize money per player will not exceed $10 per hand 
played. Management decisions are final. 

Monday Night Tournament- every Monday 
at 6:15 p.m., 7 Card Stud, Texas and Tahoe Hold’em. 
Alternating weeks $55 Buy-In and $20 Re-buy for 
$900-$ 1100 1st Prize. 

Drawing for Door Prizes (each 
Tournament). 7-Card Stud Players 90: 1st - $900, 2nd 
-$600, 3rd -$475, 4th -$425, 5th -$400, 6th -$375, 

7th -$300, 8th -$225, 9th -$200, 10th -$150. Texas 
and Tahoe Hold’em Players 110: 1st -$1100, 2nd - 
$800, 3rd -$500, 4th -$450, 5th -$400, 6th -$375, 7th 
-$325, 8th -$300, 9th -$275, 10th -$250, 11th -$200. 

7-Card Stud betting structure - Qualifying 
Table: 17 hands at 25-50-unit limit - Ante 10 - low 
card forced to bet 25. 17 hands at 50-100 unit limit - 
Ante 24 - low card forced bet 50. 10 hands at 100- 
200 unit limit - Ante 50 - low card forced bet 100. 

Championship Table: 17 hands at 100-200- 
unit limit - Ante 50 - low card forced to bet 100. 17 
hands at 200-400 unit limit - Ante 100 - low card 
forced to bet 200. 10 hands at 400-800 unit limit - 


Ante 200 - low card forced to bet 400. 

Texas, Tahoe and Omaha High/Low Betting 
Structure, Qualifying Table: 20 hands at 25-50 unit* 
10 and 25 blinds. 20 hands at 50-100 unit* 25 and 50 
blinds. 10 hands at 100-200 unit* 50 and 100 blinds. 

Championship Table: 20 hands at 100-200 
unit* 50 and 100 blinds. 20 hands at 200-400 unit* 
100 and 200 blinds. 20 hands at 500-100 unit * 250 
and 500 blinds. 

Monday Night, Thursday Omaha Bounty, 
Super Sunday are Main Event Tournaments. Super 
Sunday Tournament every Sunday at 10 a.m. features 
7-Card Stud, Texas and Tahoe Hold’em with alternat- 
ing weeks at $34 Buy-In and $10 Re-Buy with $500 
for 1st Prize. All prizes based on number of entrants. 
Drawing for Door prizes (each tournament). 

Players 64: 1st -$500, 2nd -$240, 3rd -$220, 
4th -$180, 5th -$170, 6th -$150, 7th -$140, 8th - 
$130. *Prizes based on 8 players per table. 

Players 56: 1st -$450, 2nd -$240, 3rd -$180, 
4th -$130, 5th -$120, 6th -$110, 7th -$100. *Prizes 
based on 7 players per table. 

Betting structure for all Sunday Games 
Qualifying Table: 10 hands at 25-50 unit limit - Ante 
10 - low card forced to bet 25 (Blinds 25 and 50). 10 
hands at 50-100 unit limit - Ante 25 - low card 
forced to bet 50 (Blinds 50 and 100). 7 hands at 100- 
200 unit limit - Ante 50 - low card forced to bet 100 
(Blinds 100 and 200). 

Championship Table: 10 hands at 100-200- 
unit limit - Ante 50 - low card forced to bet 100 
(Blinds 50 and 100). 10 hands at 200-400 unit limit - 
Ante 100 - low card forced to bet 200 (Blinds 100 
and 200). 7 hands at 400-800 unit limit - Ante 200 - 
low card forced to bet 400 (Blinds 200 and 400). 

Head on over to Seminole Indian Casino 
Hollywood and take advantage of tournaments and 
special daily events. For more information on 
upcoming specials, call (954) 961-3220. 


Tour Operators Needed At Hollywood Casino 


By Sandi McClenithan 

HOLLYWOOD — Tour Operator positions 
are currently available at the Seminole Indian Casino 
Hollywood. Applicants must have experience with 
coordinating groups of 10 or more. 

Two plans have been introduced that should 
help secure a relationship between the Tour Operator 
and the Casino. 

Plan 1 - The Tour Operator will supply trans- 
portation for the customer at no charge. Additional 
compensation of $3 per person will be given to Tour 
Operators outside an 85-mile radius. These operators 
may charge an extra fee. 

All monies will be paid to the Tour Operator 
in cash, before the conclusion of that session, for a 4- 
hour minimum stay at the Casino. 

Every $15 Matinee, Nite Owls or Triple 
Nickel Night (to include Casino-only customers) $12 
per head. For every $22 pack sold - 3 Pack Night, 
Tour Operators get $ 1 6 per head, for every $29 pack 
sold - Special Night, you get $18 per head. 

For every $33 pack sold - 3 Pack Night, 
Tour Operators get $20 per head, for every $39 pack 
sold - Special Night you get $22 per head. For every 
$44 pack sold - 3 Pack Night, Tour Operators get 
$24 per head, for every $59 pack sold - Special 
Night, you get $29 per head. 

Example - it’s a 3 Pack Night and there are 
45 customers and 2 tour operators. The 2 tour opera- 
tors will receive a $44 pack FREE. Out of the 45 
customers the Tour Operators “SELL” or persuade 
because the customers aren’t giving them cash. 

In this example, the Tour Operators could 
have sold the packages in this manner: 12-$22 pack 
tickets, 15-$33 pack tickets, and 18-$44 pack tickets, 
for a total of 45 packs sold. Remember, the bigger 
the pack that is pushed, the more money there is to 
be made. 


Using this scenario, the Tour Operators will 
make this amount: 12xl6=$192, 15x20=$300, 
18x24=$432. $924 is paid to the Tour Operator in 
cash before the end of the session. 

Plan 2- The Casino supplies the transporta- 
tion, and the following is paid to the Tour Operators 
putting the group together: 3 separate cash payouts 
based on headcount and program played with them 
getting a free pack. 

Contact the casino for a pay scale. 

Again, on 3 Pack Night, the higher the tick- 
ets passed out the more money the Tour Operators 
will earn. These monies will also be paid to the Tour 
Operators in cash before the end of the session. 

These programs will be tracked by using 
color tickets with dollar amounts on them, similar to 
the system used by the Casino years ago. 

As you can see, Tour Operators have the 
opportunity to prosper with these plans. We will also 
be starting, on August 1 , a consistent weekly-month- 
ly program that will not change. This will give the 
Tour Operators and their customers the comfort of 
knowing that the program will always be the same on 
any given night. 

Sunday s-Drawing Night, 3 packs. Mondays 
and Thursdays- Twister Night, $20 worth of free 
extra paper, 3 packs. Tuesdays and Fridays- $29 
Night, 15 games at $1199. Wednesdays- Triple 
Nickel Night, $15 admission. Saturdays- Regular 
Session, 3 packs (first Saturdays of each month - Big 
Game, $59 Dollar Admission). 

Check out our New Big Super Jackpot, 
which grows one number and $10,000 every 5 days 
and, starting on September 1, the all-new Ko Na Wi 
Do-It. Check August flyers for details. So come visit 
the Seminole Indian Casino Hollywood, we are the 
first and still the best. Kick off date August 1 : you 
play-we pay. 


Immokalee Casino Offers Free Shuttle Service 


IMMOKALEE Free 
Shuttle service is offered daily to 
the Seminole Indian Casino 
Immokalee from locations such as 
North Fort Myers, Cape Coral, 

Fort Myers, South Naples, 
SouthEast Naples and Naples. See 
schedule below for times and pick 
up points. 

North Fort Myers- pick up 
point the Shell Factory (old US 41 
side-Front Entrance). Departure 
times from the Shuttle Location, 
Monday - Friday 10:30 a.m., 2 
p.m., and 5 p.m. Departure times 
from the Casino, Monday - 
Thursday 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 11 p.m., 
Friday 1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 11:30 



p.m. 


Departure times from the 
Shuttle Location Saturday and 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., 1 p.m., 6 p.m. 

Departure times from the Casino 
on Saturday 11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 

9:30 p.m., and 12 a.m. Departure times from the 
Casino on Sunday 11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 

Cape Coral- pick up point Coral Wood Mall 
(Del Prado Boulevard behind USA Station at the 
Winn Dixie Plaza). Departure times from the Shuttle 
Locations, Monday - Friday 10:50 a.m., 2:20 p.m., 
5:20 p.m. Departure time from the Casino Monday - 
Thursday 1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 11 p.m. Departure from 
the Casino on Friday 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 11:30 p.m. 

Departure times from the Shuttle Locations 
Saturday and Sunday 8:50 a.m., 1:20 p.m. and 6:20 
p.m. Departure times from the Casino on Saturday 
11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 9:30 p.m., and 12 a.m. 
Departure times from the Casino on Sunday 11:30 
a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 

Fort Myers- pick up point Edison Mall (US 
41 and Colonial - between Burdines and Penny’s @ 
Lee Tran pick-up). Departure times from the Shuttle 
Location Monday - Friday 11 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 5:30 
p.m. Departure from the Casino, Monday - Thursday 
1 p.m., 4 p.m., 11 p.m., Friday 1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 
11:30 p.m. 

Departure times from the Shuttle Locations 
Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. 
Departure times from the Casino on Saturday 11:30 
a.m., 3:30 p.m., 9:30 p.m., 12 a.m., Sunday 11:30 
a.m., 3:30 p.m., 11 p.m. 

Please note that the Naples shuttle pick- 
ups are only for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

South Naples- pick up point Red Roof Inn 
(Davis Boulevard and South US 41 - West Side of 
Building). Departure times from the Shuttle 
Locations Friday 11 a.m., 2 p.m., and 5 p.m. 
Departure times from the Casino 1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 
11:30 p.m. 


Immokalee Shuttle bus that runs daily to several stops in and 
around, Ft. Myers and Naples. 


Departure times from the Shuttle Locations 
Saturday and Sunday 8:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 6 p.m. 
Departure times from the Casino on Saturday 1 1 :45 
a.m., 3:30 p.m., 9:30 p.m., and 12 a.m., Sunday 
11:45 a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 

SouthEast Naples- pick up point Comfort 
Inn and Suites (Located off of Exit 1 5 on the corner 
of 951 and Davis Boulevard behind Cracker Barrel). 
Departure times from the Shuttle Location Friday 
11:15 a.m., 2:15 p.m., and 5 p.m. Departure times 
from the Casino 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 11:30 p.m. 

Deaprture times from the Shuttle Location 
Saturday and Sunday 8:50 a.m., 1:20 p.m., and 6:15 
p.m. Departure times from the Casino on Saturday 
11:45 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 9:30 p.m., and 12 a.m., 

Sunday 11:45 a.m., 3:30 p.m., and 11 p.m. 

Naples- pick up point Best Western Naples 
Plaza Hotel (2 Blocks W. of 1-75 Exit 16 on Pine 
Ridge Road. Turn Souh between Shell Station & 
Burger King. Southeast Corner of the Parking Lot). 
Departure times from the Shuttle Location Friday 
11:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. Departure times 
from the Casno 1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 11:30 p.m. 

Departure times from the Shuttle Locations 
Saturday and Sunday 9:10 a.m., 1:40 p.m., and 
6:30PM. Departure times from the Casino on 
Saturday 11:45 a.m., 3 p.m., 9:30 p.m., and 12 a.m., 
Sunday 11:45 a.m., 3:30 p.m., 11 p.m. 

Please note that the Shuttle Departure times 
may occasionally vary depending on the length of 
our Bingo Programs. Local Tour Operators also pro- 
vide transportation year round. Please call the 
Seminole Indian Casino Imokalee for further infor- 
mation at (800) 218-0007, and ask for Groups and 
Marketing. 





The Seminole Tribune 


14 


August 17, 2001 


Announcements ❖ Ahnahhegeh ❖ Nakorkerkecetv 


x x x x x x 
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Indian Telecom Training 
Initiative 2001 - Sept. 23 - 26, 2001 at 
Bally’s Las Vegas, Las Vegas, Nevada. A 
comprehensive telecommunications con- 
ference aimed at providing information to 
American Indian Tribal leaders and other 
parties about ways to increase access to 
telecommunications services in Indian 
Country. For info call ITTI at (888) 225- 
5322 and selection option 2 after mes- 
sage. 

Haskell Indian Art Market - 

Sept. 8-9, 2001 at Haskell Indian 
Nations University Pow Wow grounds, 
Lawrence, Kansas. Over 165 American 
Indian artists from across the United 
States will display and sell traditional and 
non-traditional art such as beadwork, pot- 
tery, jewelry, sculpture, paintings, textiles, 
drawings, quillwork. For more info con- 
tact Maria S. Martin (785) 864-4245 or 
864-2673. 

75th Anniversary Rededication 
of the Haskell Stadium Arch - Saturday, 
Oct. 13, 2001. Guest speakers: Phillip 
Coon, POW WWII Veteran and Archie 
Hawkins, Decorated WWII Veteran. 
Native American Color Guard, a request 
for a jet to fly-over the stadium arch, a 
plaque presentation for WWI Memorial, 
and the unveiling of the WWI Haskell 
Service Flag. For information call Elijah 
Jackson or Mary Jackson at (785) 749- 
8467 ext. 204. 

Four Directions Talent Search 

- In a major effort to increase the pres- 
ence of Native Americans on television, 
NBC and the nation established a talent 
search for Indian actors, comedians and 
writers. Information and updates about 
this unique opportunity are available at 
www.fourdirectionstalent.com. Entries 
may be submitted to Four Directions 
Talent Search, Oneida Nation 
Communications, at 5 79- A Main Street, 
Oneida, NY 13421. 

The Movement Fest 
www.movementfestival.com for more 
information. 

Native American/Corporate 
America Business Conference - Oct. 29, 
2001. “Tribal Sovereign Immunity: Tribal 
Protection or a Hindrance to Good 
Business Partnerships” and “Tribal 
Employment Relations Ordinances 
(TERO) and Indian Preferences in 
Hiring”. For more information call David 
Rodriguez at (619) 696-3312. 

Schemitzun 2001 - 500 Tribes - 
One Pow Wow www.foxwoods.com. 

Free Tours at Port Everglades 

- Free event on Saturday, Aug. 18, from 
noon - 3 p.m. Guided tours of Port 
Everglades Towing state-of-the-art tug 
fleet, a unique Tug Rodeo, face painting 
for children, raffle and more. Open House 
will be held on the pier at Berth 27/28, 
parking is available at the Midport 
Parking Garage for $2-5. 

National Tribal Title IV-E 
Foster Care Conference Sept. 24, 25 & 
26. Contact Kim Just, (503) 222-4044 
xl 1 3 or justkim@nicwa.org. 

Choctaw Indian Annual Labor 
Day Festival & Inter-Tribal Pow Wow - 
August 31 - September 3, 2001 - If you 
need more information, please call (580) 
924-8280 ext. 2134/2132. 

Annual National 
Administrative Support Staff 
Conference - August 23 - 25 - Tribal sec- 
retaries and all administrative support 
staff. To register phone 800-706-0102. 

National Planning and Grant 
Writing Seminar - September 10-12, 
2001 at the Chinook Winds Casino, 
Lincoln City, OR, tuition $445, to register 
call 800-706-0102 or e-mail 
jdalton98@aol.com. 

Child Development Associate - 
class begins Thursday, Sept. 13, sign-up 
by August 27. Classes meet weekly, 6:00 

- 10:00 p.m.) at NSU Davie Campus, for 
more info call 954-262-693 1 . 



Happy Birthday “Boogie” on 

Aug. 1. We love you, your wife Peggy, 
Courtney, Daniel Jr., and Cheyenne. 


I would like to wish a very 
Happy 25th Birthday to my man, 
Michael L. Onco Jr. on August 5. 1 love 
you so much. I am going to say “Yes”. I 
will marry you. Love you, Jamie 
Roberts Osceola. 


Poems 


I Miss You 

I only wish I could hold you one more 
time. 

I would hug you so tight, 

To feel you Ye heart beat close to mine. 

To watch your graceful soul walk out of 
heaven. 

And see your light shine would be divine. 

Father I miss you madly. 

Day after day 
Night after night, 

Father, I miss you badly. 

But Fm alright. 

Its a must I stay strong 
And keep all thoughts positive 
Your memory will never die, 

In my heart you ’ll always live. 

Every night when you visit me in my 
dreams, 

I feel complete for those few moments 
But then you disappear 
Into the smoke screen 

I know I sound crazy, 

When I tell folks I still see you. 

Only I don ’t care 

‘ Cause regardless of their comments 
Your son knows you ’re there. 

By: Marked Alan Billie 


Summer Music Classes 


Children & Adults! Learn an instrument 
or take voice lessons. 

Now through Aug. 24. Every 
Wednesday & Thursday, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
at the DSO building on the second floor. 
For more information call Library at 
(954) 989-6840, ext. 1225/1226. 



Decal Notice To Tribal Members 


* Renewal of Motor Vehicle Plates and Registration 


In order to qualify for a 
Seminole Indian license plate, you must 
be the owner of the vehicle and carry 
insurance required under Florida law. 

Because of recent changes in the 
State of Florida Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles computer system 
and data base, motor vehicle plates for 
Seminole Tribal members will no longer 
be issued on a fiscal basis. Tags and 
decals will be issued with expiration dates 
corresponding to each Tribal member’s 
birth date. This change is effective imme- 
diately. 

Decals extending the June 2001 
expiration date to the birth date must be 
picked-up in the Tag Clerk’s office locat- 
ed in the Tribal member’s respective 
reservation. You will also receive your 
new registration at the same time. You 
should contact the respective Tag Clerk’s 
office immediately to receive your new 
decal and registration. You must bring 
your insurance card or other proof of 
insurance with you. The decal must be 
immediately affixed to your current plate, 
and the new registration must be kept 
with you when driving your vehicle. If 
you continue to use your plate without the 
new decal and/or without proper registra- 
tion, you may be stopped by law enforce- 
ment and receive a citation including a 
fine. 

The new decal and registration 
will expire on your birth date. You must 
contact the Tag Clerk’s office three 
month’s before your birth date. You must 
bring the registration form and insurance 
card with you so that the Tag Clerk’s 
office can renew your registration and 
apply for your next year’s decal. All reg- 
istrations, plates and decals will be issued 


through the Department of Highway 
Safety & Motor Vehicles in Tallahassee, 
and mailed to the Tribe for distribution to 
you. You do not have to contact the State 
of Florida (DMV) regarding registration 
and decals as described herein. 

For initial purchase of vehicle 
and issuance of initial plate, or trade-in 
with plate for transfer. 

You must complete an Affidavit 
by Indian Tribal Member, which must be 
notarized, and present the Affidavit to the 
car dealership in order to obtain a 
Seminole Indian license plate. The 
Affidavit form is available at each Tag 
Clerk’s office on the respective reserva- 
tion. If you do not comply, you will likely 
incur the regular charge for a regular 
plate. Car dealerships will complete tem- 
porary tag documents and/or transfer doc- 
uments. For casual sales of vehicles or 
transfers not involving a car dealership, 
the documents will be prepared by the 
Tag Clerk’s office on the respective reser- 
vation. 

Should you have any questions, 
contact the Tribal Clerk’s office in 
Hollywood at (954) 967-3465. Ask to see 
Suzanne Palm at extension 1162. 

For the Big Cypress residents 
you report to the Frank Billie Center and 
ask for Cecilia Tigertail or call (863) 
983-2157. 

For the Brighton/Tampa reser- 
vations, you need to see Beulah Gopher 
at the Field Office, or call (863) 763- 
4128. 

Immokalee residents can report 
to Sheila Aguilar at the Field Office for 
your tags and decals, or call (941) 657- 
6567. 



Happy, Happy Birthday to 
Betty Tiger on August 1 5th. 

Betty, my birthday came and 
gone, you always, always, call me to wish 
me “Happy Birthday” it’s so hard to real- 
ize that you have been gone for six 
months now. But it doesn’t seem like you 
are really gone. I miss you and I wanted 
you to be remembered on your day! So 
have a very, very “Happy Birthday!” 

Love ya, your friend & sister-in-law 
Ginger T. Tiger. 

Happy Birthday to Ricky Ray 
Baxley, born on August 30, 1960. 

Daddy, it’s been six years with- 
out you and I still can’t believe that your 
gone. I miss you more than anyone could 
imagine. To who or whatever took you 
away from me, I hate forever. Since 
you’ve been gone I haven’t been the 
same. Daddy everyday that goes by the 
pain grows stronger and unbearable to 
live with. But I’m trying to be strong and 
everyday I deal with it, as you know. I 
hope I’m making you proud, I can’t wait 
to see, hug and kiss you again, especially 
to hear you tell me you love me. But for 
right now my memories are all I have of 
you and they’ll have to do. Daddy I love 
you won’t forget you. You’re my heart 
and soul continues to follow me wherever 
I may go. You first daughter, Carolee 
Jeanette Nelson. 

“I Miss You... ” 

By Carolee J. Nelson 

All I do is cry at night until the morning 
light, 

It ’s been six years since you ’ve been 
gone, 

And Fm still on this earth and everyone 
tells me to be strong 
Since you ’ve been gone I can barely put 
on my shoes, 

Nothing seems to matter all I know is that 
I need you. 

All I can do is pray but Daddy 
I want you to know you took my pride and 
happiness away, 

And my life will never be the same. 

Happy Birthday to JR bom on 

August 1st. We wish you the best 13th 
birthday. Hope you have fun on this day 
& all your wishes come tme. We love you 
so very much! Love, your Mom, Tisha & 
your sisters; Trisha, Lariah and 
Ignacia 


Happy Birthday to Grandma, 
Frances born August 7th. We love you 
and many more birthdays to come. Love 
your Grandkids, J.R. Anthony, Trisha, 
Lariah, Ignacia, Baby Billy, Julian, 
Jacob and Joseph. 

Happy Birthday to my daddy 
Leo. Love Chaska Nodin Osceola 

Happy 8th Birthday to Tana 
Wind Bear Osceola on August 27, From 
Chaska, Jamie, Leo, Maranda, Dad, 
Grandma Teresa and Papa Joe. 


Attention Travelers 


As of Monday, July 2nd, all per 
diem is being paid by check. 

There will be no more travelers 
checks issued. 

You must make sure that your 
travel arrives in the Travel Department at 
least 5 working days before you travel 
date. 


Church Announcement 


All Welcome to the Seminole 
Bible Baptist Church of Brighton on 
Friday, August 17, 2001. There will be 
gospel singing for one night only. Special 
groups from Oklahoma City, The 
Master’s Touch and Kathy Antone, per- 
forming at 7:00 p.m. with refreshments 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 


Tribal Member Notice 


Effective immediately, please 
know your tribal enrollment number 
when calling the Secretary/Treasurers 
Office for information regarding any 
loans, income verification or certificate of 
degree of Indian blood. 

Knowing your number and that 
of your children will expedite your 
inquiry. This action is due to the increase 
in the number of requests by Tribal mem- 
bers on a day to day basis. 

Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 


Seminole Tribune 
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August 17 Issue 
August 3 Deadline 

September 7 Issue 

August 24 Deadline 



Happy belated birthday wishes 
to my childhood buds! Mary Ann 
Tommie born on 7/30 and Claudia Gore 
born 7/22. Girls to women, being friends 
and chilling! Thought I forgot? No-way, it 
seems like yesterday! Love ya, Camellia 
S. Osceola 



Fred Smith 


Fred 

Fek-hv-la-te 

It s been five years, do you remember 
him? 

Come to find out a lot of people do. 

I, to this day, always get good comments 
about you. 

Every encounter brings you back to life 
for me. I wish we ’d had more time you 
and me. 

I wish I would have known all along you 
were so strong and good to me. 

Taking care of us, the Tribe and your cat- 
tle, plus anyone in need. 

Always being a leader, always bringing 
people together. 

Showering a man s love thanks for show- 
ing my children and me UN-conditional 
love. 

Thirty years wasn ’t enough, now life 
seems so boring and rough 

Doing things my way, I always want to 
know what you have to say 

Calling me, being there, showing up to 
show you care. 

Thanks for taking in my cousins and 
friends always being good to them. 

Always a gentleman... 

Remember Fred Smith, a father, cowboy 
and friend. 

The biggest damn rodeo fan - that’s him ! 

Written with Love for my father, 

Camellia Smith Osceola 



Happy 19th Birthday to our 
baby girl, Danette Pearl Bowers. Best 
wishes on your birthday, many more to 
come, and just remember you’re not for- 
gotten. We all love you! Mom, Dad, 
Elrod, Rosetta and Bly. 



Happy Birthday to William 
Lee Jumper born August 5th. Hope you 
have fun! From your family & friends. 



Happy Birthday, Happy Jones! 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863 - 467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 


Rama Kothalanka, MD 

Board Certified General, Vascular Surgeon specialized in 
Blood vessel surgery for dialysis & diabetic circulation 
Cosmetic varicose vein surgery 
Abdominal surgery 

863 - 467-5873 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

We accept BEECHSTREET, your Tribal health insurance 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Bj 51-ch TDMMIE CAMIhUJ 

a i G&H SNnh* Bp: iwaj 
















The Seminole Tribune 


15 


August 17, 2001 


Jobs ❖ Tahgatfakege Ahhuglahpehge 


>< u u u at >< 


Hollywood 


Position: Accountant 

Department: Accounting 

Position opens: 5-17-01 

Position closes: 5-31-01 -still available 

Salary: $45,000 annually with benefits 

Position: As-Built/CAD Drafter 
Department: Utilities 
Position opens: 11-7-00 
Position closes: 11-21-00 -still available 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits. 
* Position not filled* 

Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Family Services 
Position opens: 5-30-01 
Position closes: 6-13-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Position: Assistant Manager 
Department: Okalee Village 
Position Opens:7-12-Ol 
Position closes: 7-26-01 -still available 
Salary: $22,500 annually with benefits. 

Position: Commission Officer 
Department: Gaming 
Position opens: 10-31-00 
Position closes: 11-14-00 -still available 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits. 
*Position not filled* 

Position: Education Counselor 
Department: Education (DSO) 

Position Opens:7-26-01 

Position Closed: 8-9-01 -still available 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 


Position: Maintenance Worker 
Department: Housing/Construction 
Position opens: 5-17-01 
Position closes: 5-31-01 -still available 
Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Position: Medical Receptionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens:7- 12-01 
Position Closes: 7-26-01 -still available 
Salary: $18,740 annually with benefits. 

Position: Office Clerk 
Department: Secretary Treasurer 
Position Opens: 7-16-01 
Position Closes: 7-27-01 -still available 
Salary: $20,000 annually with benefits. 

Position: Senior Admin. Assistant 
Department: Madio Adjusting Company 
Position Opens: 7-19-01 
Position Closes: 8-2-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Site Manager 
Department: Hotmeals 
Position opens: 3-28-01 
Position closes: 4-11-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

* Position not filled* 

Position: Solid Waste/Composting 
Coord. 

Department: Utilities 
Position Opens: 6-25-01 
Position Closes: 7-9-01 -still available 
Salary: $27,800 annually with benefits. 


Brighton 


Position: (P/T) Bus Monitor 
Department: Education 
Position Opens: 5-30-01 
Position closes: 6-13-01 -still available 
Salary: $6.05 per hour 

Position: Carpenter 

Department: Housing/Construction 

Position opens: 6-25-01 

Position closes: 7-9-01 -still available 

Salary: $33,280 annually with benefits. 

Position: Counselor 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 10-17-00 
Position Closes: 10-31-00 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 
*Position not filled* 

Position: Heavy Equipment/ Pump 
Operator 

Department: Water Resource 
Management 


Position opens: 7-12-01 

Position closes: 7-26-01 -still available 

Salary: $19,760 annually with benefits. 

Position: Medical Receptionist 
Department: Health 
Position Opens:7-12-Ol 
Position Closes: 7-26-01 -still available 
Salary: $18,740 annually with benefits. 

Position: Tribal Outreach/Worker 
Department: Family Services 
Position opens: 2-14-01 
Position closes: 2-27-01 -still available 
Salary: $20,300 annually with benefits. 

Position: Receptionist 
Department: Sec. Treasurer 
Position Opens: 6-25-01 
Position Closes:: 7-9-01 -still available 
Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits. 


Big Cypress 


Position: Administrative Assistant 
Department: Aviation 
Position opens: 6-13-01 
Position closes: 6-27-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 


Position: Site Manager 
Department: Hotmeals 
Position Opens: 6-25-01 
Position Closes: 6-9-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 


Position: Citrus Grove Manager 
Department: Seminole Tribe Groves 
Position opens: 6-13-01 
Position closes: 6-27-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Building Manager 
Department: Building & Grounds 
Position opens: 7-12-01 
Position closes: 7-26-01 -still available 
Salary: $25,000 annually with benefits. 

Position: Community 

Health/Representative 

Department: Health 

Position opens: 11-29-00 

Position closes: 12-13-00 -still available 

Salary: $18,700 annually with benefits 

Position: Custodian 

Department: Ahfachkee 

Position opens: 7-2-01 

Position closes: 7-16-01 -still available 

Salary: $15,600 annually with benefits. 

*Position not filled * 

Position: Elementary/Middle School 
Teacher 

Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position Opens: 4-18-01 
Position Closes: 5-2-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable commensurate with 
experience. 

Position: Operator Maintenance Trainee 
Department: Utilities 
PositionOpens:7-26-01 
Position Closes: 8-9-01 -still available 
Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits. 

Position: Head Cook 

Department: Hotmeals 

Position opens: 6-25-01 

Position closes: 7-9-01 -still available 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 

Position: Maintenance Workers (2) 
Department: Buildings & Grounds 
Position Opens:7-12-Ol 
Position closes: 7-26-01 -still available 
Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits 

Position: Medical Social Worker 
Department: Family Services 
Position Opens: 2-14-01 
Position Closes: 2-27-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 
*Position not filled* 


Position: Survey Rod Technician 

Department: Water Resource 

Management 

Position opens:7- 12-01 

Position closes: 7-26-001 -still available 

Salary: $18,720 annually with benefits. 

Position: Transporter 

Department: Health 

Position opens: 2-22-01 

Position closes: 3-7-01 -still available 

Salary: $16,432 with benefits. 

*Position not filled* 

Position: Water/Waste Water Plant 
Operator 

Department: Utilities 
Position Opens:7-19-Ol 
Position Closes: 8-2-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable commensurate with 
experience with benefits. 

Position: Permanent Sub. Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position opens: 1-31-01 
Position closes: 2-14-01 -still available 
Salary: $12.50 per hour with benefits. 

Position: Pre-K Teacher 
Department: Ahfachkee 
Position Opens 4-18-01 
Position Closes: 5-2-01 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable commensurate with 
experience with benefits. 

Position: Speech Therapist 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position opens: 12-27-00 
Position closes: 1-10-00 -still available 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits. 
Depending upon level of experience. 

Position: Teacher’s Aide 
Department: Ahfachkee School 
Position opens: 1-31-01 
Position closes: 2-14-01 -still available 
Salary: $13,644 annually with benefits. 
*Position not filled* 



Coconut Creek 


Position: Commission Officer 
Department: Gaming 
Position opens: 10-31-00 
Position closes: 11-14-00 -still available 
Salary: $28,000 annually w/ benefits. 
*Position not filled* 

Position: Inventory Clerk/ Cashier 
Department: Smoke Shop 
Position Opens:7- 19-01 
Position Closes: 8-2-01 -still available 
Salary: $6.50 per hour with benefits. 

Position: Surveillance Operator 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 3-7-01 
Position Closes: 3 -2 1-01 -still available 
Salary: $17,680 annually with benefits. 

Position: (P/T)Cashier Nights 
Department: Smoke Shop 
Position opens: 7-2-01 
Position closes: 7-16-01 -still available 
Salary: $7.00 per hour without benefits. 

Position: P/T Cashier 3-1 lpm 
Department: Smoke Shop 
Position opens: 7-2-01 
Position closes: 7-16-01 -still available 
Salary: $6.00 per hour without benefits 


Immokalee 


Position: Commission Officer 
Department: Gaming 
Position opens: 10-31-00 
Position closes: 11-14-00 -still available 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits. 
*Position not filled* 

Position: Cultural Language Instructor 
Department: Cultural Education 
Position opens: 3-14-01 
Position closes: 3-28-01 -still available 
Salary: $28,120 annually with benefits. 


Tampa 


Position: Surveillance Operator (2) 
Department: Gaming 
Position Opens: 3-7-01 
Position Closes:3-21-01 -still available 
Salary: $17,680 annually with benefits. 
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Sth Annual Seminole 
Wellness Conference 



Mark Billie, Denise Alley, Ben Antone, Cynthia Noon, Clayton Small, Ralph Billie. 


By Ralph Billie 

MARCO ISLAND — The 
Seminole Wellness Conference came 
again for those who eagerly wait for this 
time of year to gather, reminisce, and 
share experiences and goodwill, which 
helps them throughout the rest of the 
year. 

As expected, the conference 
committee did an excellent job in choos- 
ing and discussing wellness issues that 
are important to themselves and the 
Seminole Tribe as a whole. 

The conference started with a 
6:00 a.m. “Power Walk” with participants 
showing early in the morning to show 
their enthusiasm for health. The “Power 
Walk” was offered every morning 
throughout the week, there was also a lot 
of enthusiasm for breakfast shown by 
those who couldn’t make the walk. 

The sessions started off with an 
invocation from the elders and comments 
from Acting Chairman and President, 
Mitchell Cypress, who expressed to 
Tribal members about his support for 
wellness within the Tribe, and his own 
participation in the conference. 

The presenters began with Dr. 
Don Bartlett, who recounted his own 
story of being handicapped with the real- 
ity of life with an alcoholic father and the 
loneliness of not being accepted by oth- 
ers. Dr. Bartlett spoke of finding help to 
overcome his problems and living a nor- 
mal life. 

Family Recovery with Jerry 
Moe, children’s therapist, brought the kid 
out of all of us with his humor, to help us 
deal with our own children in recovery. 

Relationships in Women & Men, 
held separately presented by Denise 
Alley & Ed Barnhart, helped participants 
understand how to have healthy relation- 
ships, respect for each other, and help 
heal their spirit. 

There were also personal testi- 
monies of recovery. Sharing the stories 
were: William Osceola, Mike Smith, Jo 
North, and Phillip Jumper. 

Next came “Gambling & the 
Family” with Rick Benson, a recovering 
gambler who taught that when one fami- 
ly member has a problem with gambling, 
it can cause problems for the entire fami- 

iy- 

“Diabetes in our Youth” with 
Suzanne Davis, explained how diabetes 
affects the youth at an early age, and how 
to take care of themselves with their par- 
ents’ help. 

“HIV” with Cathy Robinson, 
educated us on this deadly disease so 
common among our own Tribal mem- 
bers. 

“Honesty in Recovery” women 
and men with Denise Ally and Ed 
Barnhart, taught how honesty has to 


come from both sides in order to have a 
healthy relationship. 

“Learning Coping Skills” with 
Penny Kairys, who taught learning skills 
to help deal with a recovery family mem- 
ber coming out of treatment, and how to 
seek help from other resources. 

“Domestic Violence” with 
Cynthia Noon, who shared her own story 
of abuse from her husband and her strug- 
gle with fear for her and her children, 
and how she finally overcame the abuse 
and became a survivor. 

“Club Drugs” with Nery 
Mejicano of Family Services, he brought 
everyone up to date on new drugs that 
are now appearing among our youth, 
which can sometimes cause death. 

“Relapse Prevention” with Sam 
Dawes, who shared his own experiences 
in recovery of dealing with relapse, to 
understand and recognize when someone 
is giving up hope for himself or herself. 

“Motivations Speakers” Alex 
Gonzalez, who taught how to overcome 
fear of being who you are, and how to be 
the best in everything you do in life. 

“Codependence” with Clayton 
Small, using interaction with others, how 
to recognize when you should and should 
not depend upon others to help deal with 
addiction. 

“When My Parents Fight” Ed 
Barnhart tells how children are affected 
when they see their parents fight and 
how this sometimes causes problems in 
their own life. 

“Fetal Alcohol Syndrome” with 
the Health Education Staff, explained 
how alcohol and drugs affect females 
during pregnancy and can sometimes 
cause birth defects and other problems. 

“Food for Thought” was a skit 
acted out by our health educators on 
overindulging during meals. 

“Single Parent in Recovery” 
with Cynthia Noon, who related her own 
experience of raising children and learn- 
ing to deal with recovery issues. 

“Spirituality” with Clayton 
Small, who stressed the importance of 
learning to find one’s own spirit and 
beliefs, with the Creator’s help. 

There were also AA meetings 
and women’s group every evening. 

During the closing theme, 
“Hawaiian Luau,” participants dressed in 
Hawaiian-style clothing and there was 
plenty of hula dancing. 

Thanks to our Tribal Council 
and Board with all its support in the suc- 
cess, what a turnout and a great time. 

Thank you from the Seminole 
Wellness Committee: Ralph Billie, 

Helene Buster, Andy Buster, Josephine 
North, Carol Cypress, Mike Smith, Mark 
Billie, Leoma Poore, Jeanette Cypress 
and Mary Jean Koenes. 





Highlights 

Continued from page 1 


“It gets better each year, I have met a lot of good 
healthy people and have seen some getting healthier with each 
passing year,” said Pace. He went on to commend Tribal offi- 
cials for making these wellness functions available to the peo- 
ple. He said, “Many Nations don’t have the means to provide 
it. Some have no insurance and no enterprises to assist in 
recovery programs.” 

“Every Tribe is unique, they are all looking for well- 
ness, they are all struggling.” 

Pace, who has been in recovery for over twelve years, 
says experience helps him talk to people. “You must talk from 
the heart and soul, not from a book, but through experience. 
People can identify through dialogue and trust.” 

Pace says the Comprehensive Addictions Programs 
has five treatment centers in the United States. One center, 
located in Canton, SD, serves Native and non-Native clients. 

Other centers are located in Kent Square, PA; 
Wilmington, NC; Galen, VA; and Navarre, FL, which is a cul- 
ture-specific center. These centers provide in-patient services, 
halfway houses for adults, medical detox with 24/7 nursing 
care. 

The centers provide treatment for dual diagnosis and 
they employ certified gambling disorder counselors as well as 
eating disorder counselors. 

They also provide programs 
for pregnant women with 
training emphasis on Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome (FAS). 

Pace said that he 
enjoys sweats and has par- 
ticipated in many with 
friends from different 
Tribes. One accomplish- 
ment he is proud of is his 
three-year relationship with 
the NEAP (employment 
assistance program), where 
he has served as the first 
non-Native president. 

He says, “It makes 
me feel great to have them 
treat me as an equal. I am 
honored by this.” As he 
travels throughout the 
reservations in the United 
States, Pace tries to attend 
as many meetings as possi- 
ble. He enjoys rekindling 
old friendships and visiting 
those he has not seen for a 
while. 

He is currently 
sponsoring some of his 
Native American friends, 
but realizes that there are | 
the work hats and the spon- « 
sor hats, which must be 
kept separate. He is grate- 
ful for the opportunity to be 
a part of the group to break 
the link and unite in fight- 

ing the battle of disease and Albert and Judy Snow, 
addictions. 

Clayton Small, a 

Northern Cheyenne based in Albuquerque, NM, spoke at the 
conference about co-dependency and spirituality. His presenta- 
tions are popular with groups because he involves the partici- 
pants through physical exercises as part of his program. 

Small has been a motivational speaker and Native 
American trainer for many years. He was recently a presenter 
at the Men’s Wellness Conference in Albuquerque in late May. 


Danny Wilcox (a volcano ready to explode) and Mary Kones were 
the winners of the hula dance contest. 


L-R:Debbie Hamilton and Suzanne Davis. 

He has extensive experience in Community Development, 
Indian Education, and team building. His focus is on wellness, 
healing and youth leadership. 

Small has developed models for behavior intervention 
for safe and drug-free schools, which have been implemented 

in many schools throughout 
Indian Country. 

Cynthia Noons of the 
Navajo Nation presented a 
workshop on domestic violence 
and single parents in recovery. 
Her presentation was well 
received by participants. Many 
said they were able to relate to 
the topics because they also had 
experienced these things. 

Along with the speak- 
ers, many Tribal members and 
employees spoke on subjects 
such as Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, 
family harmony and substance 
abuse. Personal testimonials 
were shared, children’s issues 
were also addressed during 
workshops and groups. 

On Wednesday night, 
during dinner, two young ladies 
from the Immokalee reservation 
provided entertainment for the 
group. Whitney and Chauncey 
Osceola, presented a rousing 
rendition of “Seminole Wind” 
and “She’ll Be Coming Around 
The Mountain” accompanied by 
Benny Secody, who has been 
working with the Immokalee 
kids through the “Choices” 
Program on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. 

“They have a lot of tal- 
ent, and they enjoy singing for 
an audience,” said Secody, 
“Learning to perform the songs 
has really helped boost their self 
esteem. They like being able to 
hold their own microphone and 
to be able to hear themselves 

over a sound system: and they sure like the applause they get 
from their audiences.” 

To help teach the kids the songs, Secody tapes the 
songs and gives them all a copy of the tape along with the 
typed words. They get together twice a week and practice. 
Secody was disappointed that the rest of the group was not 

available to participate at the conference as planned, but 
was very proud of the two Osceola girls, who did a great 
job. 

Following dinner and the youth singing presen- 
tation, was gospel/spiritual hour. Musicians and singers 
joined Paul Buster and Benny Secody for songs and tes- 
timonies. Mary Bowers of Hollywood and Happy Jones 
of Brighton presented moving testimonies and songs in 
Creek. 

What had been a long day closed with a jam 
session. A lot of talent was shared as several people 
brought their guitars and joined in the fun, sharing their 
own music with the crowd. 

Thursday’s agenda followed suit with the work- 
^ shops and groups. Participants who joined the group for 
| dinner at the hotel were given beautiful Hawaiian flower 
m leis. Many said their goodbyes, exchanging addresses 
| and phone numbers during dinner and well into the 
1 night. 

1=0 When the sun came up Friday morning, partici- 

pants and guests began to check out. By noontime, the 
Marco Hilton was again a quiet resort, at least until next 
year’s conference. 







Preschoolers Visit King Richard’s Theme Park 


By Barbara Secody 

NAPLES — On 
July 3 1 , the staff and volun- 
teers from the Immokalee 
Preschool headed out to 
enjoy a fun- filled day at 
King Richard’s, one of 
Southwest Florida’s most 
popular theme parks. 

King Richards, 
located in Naples, offers a 
myriad of games and rides 
sure to delight children and 
youth of any age. From the 
huge video game rooms to 
the go-cart tracks, kids can 
spend an entire day enjoying 
out all the facility’s delights. 

Inside the building, 
designed in a medieval cas- 
tle motif, are private rooms, 
which may be reserved for 
private birthday parties or 

other celebrations. The room rental charge covers a 
pizza lunch and soft drinks. 


Kyle Alvarado riding Orka. 


Michelle Ford, 
Preschool Director, and her 
crew of staff and volunteers 
arrived with most of the 
preschool children at 1 1 
a.m. as the park opened its 
doors. The children and 
adults were shown to the 
private dining room where 
they tried to enjoy their 
pizza lunch. 

The children were 
so excited about getting 
outside to the rides that 
they could barely concen- 
trate on eating their food. 
Only when they were told 
that the outside attractions 
did not open until noon 
were they able to relax 
enough to eat their lunch. 


Christy and Lupita are having more fun than Kyle and J.R. 


Next came the second head 
count of the day, and the paper 

bands required to go 
on rides. The stu- 
dents did not want to 
wear the wristbands, 
and could not under- 
stand why it was 
necessary. However, 
once the wristbands 
were installed on 
each little arm, they 
were off to the races 
with staff hot on 
their heels. 

^ The chil- 

o dren were divided 

a 

» into age groups, as 
§ the younger ones 
were not allowed on 
M certain rides. While 
the older children 

stood on their tip-toes to become tall 
enough to board the rides such as the 


The dragon slayers 


roller coaster, teachers and volunteers con- 
vinced the ride operator that they would 
accompany the children if he would allow 
those that were a hair shy of qualifying for 
the rides. 

With successful negotiations com- 
pleted, the kids scrambled for the seat of their 
choice on the first of several rides. It was 
hard to figure out who was having the most 
fun: the kids or the adults. No matter, they 
were all having a great time. 

The older children opted for such 
rides as the bumper boats, roller coaster and a 
“big truck” train, while the younger children 
enjoyed the likes of the merry-go-round and 
slow bucking whale machines. 

Many of the parks’ visitors com- 
mented on how cute the kids were, and com- 
mended the dedication to the young students 
exhibited by the preschool staff. It was obvi- 
ous that they love working with the children. 

They 
encour- 
aged them, 
yet main- 
tained 

control through 
gentle verbal com- 
munication. 

Ford said 
that she has been 
with the preschool 
for nine years, and 
although she lives 
in LaBelle, does 
not mind the 
lengthy drive to 
work each day. 

She also credits 
her hard-working 
staff for much of 
the success of the 
program. 

The cur- 
rent staff of the 

Immokalee Preschool includes San Juanita Reyna, 
cook; Rosa Garcia, infant care provider; Bay Montez 
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Ride ‘em cowgirl! 


and Tracey Delarosa, two-year-olds’ class; Christy 
Alvarado and Lupita Lozano, three and four-year- 
olds’ class. Odette Hernandez, Jenna Garcia and Elva 
Montez serve as volunteers for the program. 

Present enrollment at the preschool includes 
13 children (between the ages of two and four), and 
four infants. 

By early afternoon, most of the youngsters 
were beginning to tire, with some downright worn 
out from all the excitement and rides. The day was 
hot and humid and was beginning to take its toll on 
the group, young and old alike. 

The time had come to head for home, so the 
weary but happy group was soon boarded on the bus 
for a relaxing trip back to Immokalee. It had been a 
good day for everyone. A majority of the kids were 
asleep before the bus left the parking lot. 

The Preschool children and staff throughout 
the summer have been on field trips to the pool, the 
movies, and, of course, King Richards Theme Park, 
which was deemed the best by the kids. 








Randolph Clay Pool 
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Tribal Ambassador 
Receives Doctorate 



Back (L-R): Mrs. Joann Henry, Joe Dan, Jo-lin. Front (L-R): Courtney and Joseph 
Osceola. 


Submitted by Joe Dan Osceola 

GEORGETOWN, KY— On 

May 12, Georgetown College conferred 
an honorary doctorate degree upon 
Seminole Tribal Ambassador, Joe Dan 
Osceola. 

A 1961 graduate of Georgetown 
College, Osceola was the first Tribal citi- 
zen to earn a college degree. Since then, 
he has been instrumental in advancing the 
causes of all Native Americans, including 
economics, education, and health care. 
Osceola’s accomplishments 

include: 

Elected President of the 
Seminole Tribe at age 30, the youngest to 
hold the office in any Indian Tribe in 
North America. 

Founder of the United South and 
Eastern Tribes (USET), a coalition of the 
Seminole, Miccosukee, Cherokee, and 
Choctaw Tribes. 


Represented all Native 
Americans in health care programs. 

Served on the Florida Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs under three 
governors. 

Named one of the top 10 young 
Americans by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In 1998, chosen to represent the 
Seminole Tribe as Ambassador to the 
world. 

A letterman in track and cross- 
country at Georgetown College. 

Presently, Osceola owns and 
operates several businesses, including a 
construction company. 

Joe Dan is husband to Virginia 
Osceola and father of Amos Billie, Brian 
Osceola, Gem Osceola, Wade Osceola, 
Jo-lin Osceola, Mercedes Osceola, Tasha 
Osceola, Joseph Osceola, Jo Jo Osceola, 
and Courtney Osceola. 


A Seminole Legend 

Betty Mae Jumper And Patsy West 
Collaborate For New Book 


With A Seminole Legend, Betty 
Mae Jumper joins the ranks of Native 
American women who are coming for- 
ward to tell their life 
experiences. This 
collaboration 
between Jumper and 
Patsy West, an eth- 
nohistorian who con- 
tributes general 
Tribal history, is a 
rare and authentic 
account of a pioneer- 
ing Florida Seminole 
family. It will take 
its place in Seminole 
literature, historical 
and anthropological 
studies, Florida his- 
tory, women’s histo- 
ry, and Native 
American studies. 

Betty Mae 
Tiger, bom in 1923 
to a Seminole Indian 
mother and a French 
trapper father, was a 
fair- skinned half- 
breed who was nearly put to death at age 
five by Tribal medicine men. Her inspir- 
ing autobiography is the story of one of 
the most decorated citizens of the 


Seminole Tribe of Florida-a political 
activist, former nurse, and alligator 
wrestler, who today has her own web site. 

Jumper is also 
a beloved storyteller, 
renowned for passing 
along Tribal legends. In 
this book, she describes 
her family’s early con- 
version to Christianity 
and discusses such top- 
ics as miscegenation, 
war and atrocities, the 
impact of encroaching 
settlement on traditional 
peoples, and the devel- 
opment of the 
Dania/Hollywood 
Reservation. She 
became the first formal- 
ly educated Florida 
Seminole, attending a 
government boarding 
school in Cherokee, 
North Carolina, where, 
at age 14, she learned to 
speak English. 

Betty Mae 
Tiger Jumper, Director of the Communi- 
cations Department of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and co-author of Legends of the 

See LEGEND, page 2 
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Seminole Hard Rock Cafe Hotel 
And Casino Forum 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD - On August 
15, Tribal members gathered at the 
Seminole Tribe’s auditorium lobby to dis- 
cuss the Seminole Hard Rock Cafe Hotel 
and Casino project. At the forum, Tribal 
members were able to ask questions after 
the presentation of the plans for the future 
hotel and casino. 

Max Osceola Jr., Hollywood 
Council Representative, presided over the 
event, which featured dinner before the 
forum and a surprise birthday cake for the 
councilman. 

Mr. Osceola made a few 


announcements before showing a 13- 
minute film that highlighted the two 
Seminole Hard Rock Cafe Hotel and 
Casino projects, the Hollywood 
Reservation and the Tampa Reservation, 
which are slated as the project sites for 
the future venture. 

The film showed the design and 
a layout plan for the two sites and a virtu- 
al reality tour was also a part of the pres- 
entation. The virtual reality tour showed 
what the casino and bingo areas would 
look like once they are completed. Also 


See HARD ROCK, page 3 
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2001 Seminole Princess Pageant 


She’s unique; she’s special in a very natural way. 

Blended with a culture of a different time and day... 

And among her people with head held high , 
she is neither boastful or loud. 

One can see she is Seminole , beautiful... and proud 
— Moses Jumper ; Jr. 

By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — Forty- four years after the first 
Seminole Princess was crowned to represent the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, the tradition continues. The 2001 Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Pageant was held at the Seminole 
Tribal Office Auditorium on the evening of Aug. 18. The 
production was an elegant display of dedication and hard 
work put forth by the 2001 Seminole Princess contestants 
and the Princess Committee. 

Desiree Jumper and Jo Jo Osceola, the outgoing 
Seminole Princess and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess, said their 
farewells and participated in the crowning of the new 
Princesses for 2001 - 2002. After three days of interviews, 
dinners, interaction with the judges, not to mention the 
months of preparations, two new Princesses will begin their 
reign. 


Mercedes Osceola, 17, of the Hollywood reserva- 
tion and a member of the Bird Clan, won the Miss Seminole 
Princess 2001 title. Mercedes is the eldest daughter of the 
Seminole Tribe’s Ambassador, Joe Dan Osceola, and wife, 
Virginia Osceola. Mercedes held the 1999 - 2000 Jr. Miss 
Seminole title before turning it over to her sister, Jo Jo, at 
last year’s ceremony. 

Mercedes is an experienced contestant who displays 
her natural beauty with charm and dignity. She will be a sen- 
ior at Sheridan Hills Christian School this fall. She enjoys 
playing basketball and runs cross country track. She is the 
vice president of the National Honor Society and will soon 
be featured in the “Who’s Who In American High Schools.” 

In the talent portion of the presentation, Mercedes 
gave a talk on the role of Seminole women in the Tribe. 
Using visual aids, she eloquently discussed the revered place 
of women in the matriarchal society of the Seminole Tribe. 
Mercedes also won the Miss Congeniality award. 

The winner of the Jr. Miss Seminole 2001 title was 
June Jumper, 1 6, a member of the Wind Clan and Big 
Cypress resident. June is the daughter of Louise and Henry 
Jumper. Possessing a winsome personality and an engaging 

See PRINCESS, page 16 


Big Cypress Graduating Seniors 
Awarded With Five Days In Paradise 


By Cherelee Hall 

BIG CYPRESS — Patrick McElroy, of the 
Big Cypress Education Department, worked hard to 
ensure that the 2001 high school seniors got a chance 
to experience “relaxation.” 15 graduates took a flight 
to Nassau, Bahamas, where they spent five nights 
and four days at the luxurious hotel Atlantis, on 
Paradise Island. 

Departing the U.S. on August 5 and return- 
ing on August 9, high school graduates Austin Billie, 
Paul Bowers, Amy Coppedge, Lydia Cypress, Amy 
Garza, Cherelee Hall, Tommie Hawk, Desiree 
Jumper, Happy Jumper, Lindsey King, Justin 
Osceola, Anthony Pochecko, Onesimus Stockton, 
and Cody Wilcox enjoyed nights on the town: mak- 
ing appearances at dance clubs, playing the slot 
machines, and just sitting around catching up with 
old friends. 

On the last night of the trip, the graduates 
and chaperones attended a formal sit down dinner 
with the Acting Chairman, Mitchell Cypress and 
Secretary, Sally Tommie. 

See PARADISE, page 6 



Immokalee, Ft. Pierce, Big Cypress and Hollywood graduating high 
school seniors. 
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Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 


Dear Mr. Tommie: 

(owner of Tomahawk Fiberglass) 

On behalf of the Seminole Tribe 
and the Employment Assistance and 
Training program, I thank you for provid- 
ing positions for our Ft. Pierce youth this 
summer. In time past it has been difficult 
to provide work for our youth in Ft. 

Pierce because of the lack of Tribal facili- 
ties in the area and distances involved in 
going to the Brighton, or other communi- 
ties to work. 

As you may know, youth can 
now work during the school year; perhaps 
some will remain on with your business 
during the year. We hope that other local 


tribune@semtribe.com 

businesses will follow your example and 
begin to employ some of our Tribal 
youth! 

We wish you much success with 
your business so that you may be able to 
employ more youth. As Tribal facilities 
come on board in Ft. Pierce, more youth 
will be employed; until then, thank you 
so much for being of assistance to our 
program and our youth in your area. 

Thank you for employing Shamy 
Tommie, Jr., and Karissa Tommie. 
Sincerely, 

Moses Osceola 
Director 



Belinda Fernandez and Bret Freeman enjoying cards. 


Birthday Wishes For 
Three Tribal Employees 



By Alexandra Frank 

On Wednesday August 22, 2001 three Tribal employees of the Human 

Resources Department were 
given a “birthday” luncheon 
by their coworkers and 
friends. Bret Freeman, 
Belinda Fernandez, and 
Anthony Frank enjoyed their 
birthday meal at Chili’s 
Restaurant. 

All share their birthday’s 
in August and their birth 
dates are pretty close, Bret 
and Belinda share the same 
date of August 30, while 
Anthony’s birthday is August 
25. Congratulations on your 
birthdays and we hope you 
had fun and enjoyed your 

Anthony and Valerie G. Frank special day! 


Tribe Celebrates Forty-Four 
Years As Formal Organization 



Original Constitutional Committee 


By Virginia Mitchell 

HOLLYWOOD — Without 
much hoopla, August 21st marked forty- 
four years since the formal organization 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida in 1957. 
Even though this year does not commem- 
orate a 25th (silver) or 50th (golden) 
anniversary of the passing of the Tribal 
Constitution, it is still a day to reflect on 
the great accomplishments of our people 
and to remember those who were the orig- 
inal members of the Constitution 
Committee: Bill Osceola, Jimmie 
O’Toole Osceola, John Henry Gopher, 
Frank Billie, Jackie Willie, Mike Osceola 
and Billy Osceola. These were the men 
who worked tirelessly to achieve federal 
recognition for the Seminole Tribe. 

Along with these gentlemen were Laura 
Mae Osceola and Betty Mae Jumper, who 
assisted the committee by acting as inter- 
preters during trips to Washington D.C. 
Betty Mae remains the only woman chair- 
man of the Seminole Tribe and the first 
woman chairman of any Indian tribe. 

Through the accomplishments of 
these early pioneers back in the 1950s, 
we, the people of the Seminole Tribe, are 


today - able to enjoy our lives and reap 
the benefits we have worked so hard to 
earn. However, it seems that our peace 
and happiness has been marred by 
upheaval and turmoil among us - which 
should not be happening. We are one 
people and we should not allow outsiders 
to divide us. A famous quote, which goes 
something like, “A house divided will 
fall” - needs to be given much thought 
and acted upon. As long as we stand unit- 
ed as one people - we cannot fail or fall. 

I wonder just how those who have passed 
on would feel - and those still among us 
are feeling now - after how they perse- 
vered to achieve higher standards for all 
of us to enjoy a better life - only to be 
facing evil forces that threaten to destroy 
that which is so precious to all of us. 

This should not be about money 
- but rather about our ability to remain 
true to our beliefs, our culture and our 
people. We - as a Tribe - can accomplish 
anything - as long as we do not allow 
anyone to conquer and divide us. We 
must remain the “unconquered” 

Seminoles - even among ourselves. 



First Tribal Officials after organization. 





A large contingency of Seminoles on a trip to the Miami trading posts under Billy Buck (center) break camp at 
the home of Capt. Charles A. Mann on North River Drive ca. 1908. The Mann’s were close to the Seminoles and 
offered their property as a camping area for many years. Billy Buck standing in center. 
Seminole/Miccosukee Photographic Archive 

Seminoles on the Miami River 


NOTE: The Trust for 
Public Lands played a signifi- 
cant role in the preservation of 
the significant Seminole sites 
in Broward County, Pine Island 
and Snake Warriors Island in 
the latter 1980’s and 1990’s. 


A large Seminole canoe on the Miami River ca. 1904. 
Postcard from the Seminole/Miccosukee Photographic Archive 


T he Miami River 
is a 5.5 mile long 
tributary. It is one of 
the best kept secrets 
in Miami, as it is sel- 
dom seen by people 
passing through 
(over) the city on 
expressways. True of 
all rivers, the Miami 
River played a major 
role in the history of 
man in southeast 
Florida. Rivers were 
the major canoe 
arteries for Paleo 
Indians, the Tequesta, 
and later the 
Mikasuki Seminole, 
idaponathli:. When 
the United States 
attempted to remove 
the Seminole during 
the Second and Third 
Seminole Wars 
(1835-1842, 1855- 
1858), these rivers 

became strategic locations for the build- 
ing of forts to house soldiers and sup- 
plies: Fort Lauderdale, Fort Dallas. It 
was from these riverfront forts that mili- 
tary expeditions set out in pursuit of the 
Seminoles, navigating to the rivers’ 
headwaters and penetrating into the 
Everglades interior in hopes of locating 
the Seminole settlements. 

In the peaceful post war years, 
the unconquered Seminoles, though 
reduced in numbers following their fam- 
ilies’ capture and exportation to Indian 
Territory in the west, became an integral 
part of south Florida’s settlement histo- 
ry. They resumed their trade in the buck- 
skin market, adding to it the furs of 
other Everglades mammals: otter, rac- 
coon, wildcat, panther; bird plumage for 


The sightseeing boat Seminole Queen went up the Miami River on daily excursions to visit Musa 
Isle Indian Village at 27th Avenue. March 12, 1942. Seminole/Miccosukee Photographic Archive 


the millinery market; and alligator hides 
for the international leather market. 

Early settlers capitalized on 
Indian trade which was one of the first 
industries of the tiny river settlements. 
The Miami River supported the latter 
19th century trading posts such as J. W. 
Ewan’s at the old Ft. Dallas barracks, a 
(as yet unidentified) trading post upriv- 
er, and the well known Brickell Trading 
Post at the river’s mouth on Biscayne 
Bay. In the 20th century there was 
Girtman’s Trading Post on 1st Street in 
downtown Miami, while upriver the 
Musa Isle Trading Post (in conjunction 
with the popular tourist attraction) was 
one of the last posts in existence. 

The river tourist attractions of Alligator 
Joe’s, Musa Isle, Coppinger’s Tropical 


Garden (Pirate’s Cove, Tropical 
Paradise), and Osceola’s Indian Village 
on the Miami drainage canal (an exten- 
sion of the river), sustained the 
Seminoles following the demise of 
plume trade, the drainage of the eastern 
Everglades, and the decline of the hide 
market. The Seminoles learned to capi- 
talize on tourism at these attractions 
which operated until the latter 1960’s. 

In the 1970’s the Miccosukee 
Tribe of Indians of Florida opened their 
first embassy on the Miami River. 

Today, the Trust for Public 
Lands is creating the Miami River 
Greenway and Riverwalk which will 
meander up the Miami River from the 
downtown area. They have recently 
received a 2.5 million dollar grant to 

pursue the planning and design 
of this project. The historic 
black and Latin neighborhoods 
of Overtown and East Little 
Havana provide an important 
component to aid in this new 
slant on urban redevelopment. 
The unique history of the 
Miami River, which will 
include the impact of the 
Seminoles and Miccosukees on 
Miami’s river time history, will 
be incorporated into the educa- 
tional component of this proj- 
ect. 


Reflections 


#195 

By Patsy West 



Joe Don Billie 


Joe Don Billie 
Ready for 

Visitors 

Joe Don Billie of the Big 
Cypress Reservation recently survived 
a terrible accident involving his motor- 
cycle. Mr. Billie, who had been at 
Memorial Regional Hospital in 
Hollywood for a couple of months, is 
now at an assisted living facility in 
Hollywood. 

Mr. Billie has some move- 
ment in his arms and is currently 
awaiting a wheel chair to help him get 
around. Mr. Billie is feeling great and 
would appreciate visitors where he cur- 
rently resides. 

If you would like to pay Joe 
Don a visit you can do so at Vencor 
Hospital, 1859 Van Buren Street, 
Hollywood, FL 33020. Visiting hours 
are from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. or call him 
at (954) 922-9000, room 306. Letters 
would be greatly appreciated as well as 
talking books on cassette he likes sci- 
fi. This will help in occupying his time. 
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Hard Rock 

Continued from page 1 

featured were locations of the hotel rooms, pool area, 
and entertainment area. 

The film also discussed the three separate 
companies involved with development, architecture, 
and construction of the two projects. The Cordish 
Company is the group responsible for the develop- 
ment phase of the project. 

Their most successful ventures are the retail 
and entertainment district in Atlantic City, NJ. and the 
500 room Charleston Hotel and entertainment center 
in Charleston, SC. They have won high praises from 
the media, the entertainment industry and civic lead- 
ers. 

Klai-Juba are the architects and designers of 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino project. 
This group specializes in creating high profile gaming 
resorts. Many hotels and casinos in Las Vegas are a 
testimony to their work and ability to create a memo- 
rable facility that will bring tourists back again and 
again. 

The Perini Suite Corporation, which will 
construct the facilities, also brings the knowledge of 
creating gaming hotels. They have hotels and casinos 
in Las Vegas and Reno, NV. They are currently work- 
ing with the Mohegan Tribe on a resort that will be a 
hotel/casino. 

The Hollywood and Tampa facilities are 
being built to the travel industry’s highest standards. 
They are considered four-star, four-diamond resorts in 
the field of gaming resorts. 

The Hollywood hotel/casino has a 450-room 
tower and a self-contained pleasure island able to sat- 
isfy the whims of its guests. At the center of the 
hotel/casino is an entertainment hub, which will fea- 
ture the “Tower of Power”: a structure that will fea- 
ture big screen televisions broadcasting music videos 
and live sports action. 

The casino floor, with a state of the art Class 
II gaming area, will surround the entertainment area. 
There will be 2,000 pull tab machines and 65 poker 
tables in the casino area. The bingo hall will have a 
seating capacity of 1,000 and there will be another 
area for “lighting bingo”. 

There will be a 24-hour diner, a gourmet 
dining area, and a food court offering fast food 
favorites such as pizza, deli sandwiches, and Asian 
cuisine. 

The Hard Rock Cafe will feature a 50-foot 
video wall at the sports bar. The lobby area will have 
a cafe bar available for continental breakfast or after- 
noon snacks. 

The hotel/casino will offer facilities for 
meetings that can be catered, and a ballroom able to 
seat 1 ,000 will also be made available for confer- 
ences, weddings, etc. 

There will be an indoor spa and a 3-Vi acre 
tropically landscaped ground with a pool, lazy river, 
personal cabanas, and convenient room and bar serv- 
ice. 

There will also be a unique retail and enter- 
tainment center built around a ten-acre lake. This area 
will have specialty shops, boutiques, restaurants, 
nightclubs, and daily live entertainment. The 
hotel/casino is billed as being the only resort of its 
kind in Florida. 

Tampa will be a 250-room facility; and have 
distinctively designed hotel rooms that will surpass 
four-star specifications. The rooms will feature dual 
bath sinks, panoramic screen TV’s, mini bars, cable, 
and Internet access. 

Tampa’s hotel/casino will have a variety of 
nightclubs and restaurants. The Millenium Diner will 


have the ambience of the past intertwined with 21st 
Century styling. Sliding glass doors will lead out to a 
terrace overlooking the pool area that features its own 
restaurant and bar. There will also be cabanas with 
TV’s and butler service available. 

A food court, sports bar, spa, and a Hard 
Rock Cafe and a Hard Rock Club with an adventur- 
ous menu will be available. There will also be a stage 
at the Hard Rock Club featuring live acts on a nightly 
basis. 

The casino will offer 1,500 Class II pull tab 
machine, 50 poker tables, a full service bar, and a 
Tower of Power. There will also be an 800-seat bingo 
area and a lightning bingo area. 

These facilities are meant to tap into the 
gaming industry as well as the tourist season. Both 
sources are expected to greatly expand the annual 
income of the Seminole Tribe, as pointed out by the 
narrator of the 13 -minute film. 

The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 
is billed as the most exciting economic development 
project in Florida’s history. The facilities are set to 
open in spring 2003. Construction is slated to begin 
in November 2001 if Tribal members give the project 
their stamp of approval. 

Mr. Osceola opened the forum with the 
question “Hard Rock, why is the Seminole Tribe 
going into it?” He followed with a brief history 
detailing the first venture the Tribe started in respect 
to gaming. In 1978 the Tribe’s first gaming facility, 
which was considered a big risk at the time, cost 
about $30,000 to $40,000 to build. This 
was considered a lot of money for the 
Tribe to risk. 

It was the first of its kind in 
Indian Country. This investment led the 
way for other tribes to venture into the 
gaming industry. 

As the facility began to bring in 
more income, the Tribe began paving the 
way for more space for parking and added 
the casino area to the bingo hall. Despite 
the continued construction and improve- 
ments to the area it is now filled to capaci- 
ty* 

Instead of re-doing the current 
bingo hall/casino; the Tribal leaders want 
to create a new facility that will reflect the 
Tribe’s prosperity. 

Mr. Osceola stated that the Tribe 
is not tapping into all of its resources. In 
other words, the Tribe’s scope, in regards 
to the population of the area surrounding 
the reservation is small. The hotel/casino 
will be able to attract tourists within a 
range of 50 miles and more. 

Mr. Osceola also explained how the Tribe 
will “borrow” the money needed to make the vision 
come true. This will be done with bonds. The 
Seminole Tribe will be issued bonds for people to 
buy (like an investment in Life Insurance). The com- 
pany they are using is Merrill Lynch; the tribe will 
draw on the interest from the bonds, which will return 
as money to the Tribe, so that the Tribe can use the 
money to build the facilities. 

How will these bonds be paid back? He 
explained that the income generated from the gaming 
facilities and the hotel would be able to accomplish 
this. Also, income gathered from the retail area will 
be taken in as well. 

The income from the hotel and the income 
from the retail area will be able to pay the note back. 
The income alone will be able to pay off the retail 
aspect, which was introduced by the Cordish group, 
they have a history of creating these types of ven- 
tures. 


The Cordish group have a faithful following 
with companies who have been involved with them 
and the many projects they have created. These com- 
panies follow the Cordish group into whatever project 
they are currently promoting. 

Mr. Osceola also spoke of a company who 
wants to manage the food court and, as a good will 
gesture, they want to pay the Tribe a $1 million just 
to sign a contract. What this company is proposing to 
do is to come in and run the food court. They have 
stated that they can guarantee the Tribe $1.8 million a 
year, or eight percent of gross sales from the food 
court. 

So instead of the Tribe putting out over a 
half million dollars a year to operate the food court, 
the Tribe can receive $1.8 million or eight percent of 
the gross sales, whichever is the highest - by turning 
management over to this group. This means extra 
income for the hotel and, in turn, for the Tribe. 

The Legal Department has reviewed the con- 
tract for the Hard Rock project; and hired a firm to 
overlook the contract. The firm’s job is to give an 
unbiased opinion of the business proposals. 

Mr. Osceola pointed out that on previous 
terms the firm projected on the low side or conserva- 
tive side, which is what they point out. That is there 
is a high and a low side, and being conservative they 
are going to give us the low figure. When we look at 
it in those terms we will make a descent income. 

An example he gave was that if the Tribe 
hears that we will make $ 1 00 million more a year and 


instead we make only $80 million the people will ask 
where is the extra $20 million? 

But if the Tribal members are told the low 
side projection (this number will come from the 
firm), that we will get $40 million and instead we 
earn $80 million, people will be happy with this extra 
income. 

So, conservatively, the figures we are look- 
ing at when we open these facilities is that the Tribe 
will be making an extra $40 million a year. This will 
be a net profit for the Tribe; this is based on previous 
terms that were already negotiated. 

After the Legal Department reviewed the 
business proposals: and after the Council met and 
negotiated on these new terms for the Tribe. It was 
suggested at first for the loan to be paid off in 1 5 
years, but after these new negotiations, it was re- 
negotiated down to 10 years. 

There is an option for the Tribe to buy out of 
the contract after seven years. It will be up to the 
Tribe’s discretion to look at any economic values that 


it has obtained from this venture within the next 
seven years in order to make their decision. 

Mr. Osceola also pointed out that 17 percent 
had been set for the adjusted gross. Adjusted gross is 
all the income set up with two deductions allowed. 
The two deductions allowed were 1). Prize money. 

An example he used was that if we had gross sales of 
$300 million and prize money is $200 million, we 
only make $100 million. 

So adjusted gross would include the prize 
money going out and the interest on the bond only. 
The initial percentage had been set but now it has 
been re-negotiated. The percentage is at 30 percent of 
the net, so that now the net includes not just prize 
money or interest money as before. 

It will now include principal payments the 
Tribe will be making on the bonds, as well as wages, 
furnishings, repairs on doors, lighting, etc. Before, 
these things were not deductible; the wages were not 
going to be deducted along with the principal pay- 
ment. This averaged out to $40 million a year and 
now this can be viewed as income to the Tribe. 

There are two sides: one for of the casinos, 
the other is the retail and hotel, all of which are going 
to be 70 percent for the Tribe and 30 percent for the 
Cordish group. That percentage is based upon the net 
income. They have had so much success with retail- 
ers it was agreed to allow them to run the retail area 
for 25 years. 

Why 25 years? The Cordish group has had a 
lot of success, this is a headache the Tribe does not 
want to have, and the Tribe will still 
receive 70% of the net income. This also 
gives some time for the children and 
adults who want to get into hotel/motel 
management or run their own business in 
a similar field. It gives our Tribal mem- 
bers the time they will need to learn and 
obtain academic and formal training, so 
the fields they want to enter will be avail- 
able to them when they’re ready. 

Mr. Osceola mentioned that current- 
ly we have Tribal members managing four 
casinos and one member who is currently 
training at the Tampa Casino. There are 
Tribal members who are General 
Managers and their job is to run the gam- 
ing facility for the Tribe. 

These were the new negotiated 
terms and the new negotiated concept. At 
this point Mr. Osceola opened the floor to 
any questions Tribal members may have 
about the project. 

There were some questions that 
needed clarification on topics Mr. Osceola 
had discussed and he addressed some of the concerns 
about the project. 

Set up throughout the auditorium were sam- 
ples of fabrics that would be used for curtains, bed 
sheets, carpet samples, tile samples. There were 
drawings showing what various rooms, such as suites, 
would look when completed. Also available were the 
renderings of the completed buildings and the sur- 
rounding grounds. 

The Hollywood Reservation was the first 
reservation to see the plans for the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino. Other reservations will 
receive a similar presentation during the next couple 
of weeks and the project will get thumbs up or 
thumbs down. 

Because of the magnitude of such a venture 
it is exceptional what the Tribal leaders are doing in 
respect to informing the Tribal members of this proj- 
ect. This current project can only help the Tribe to 
succeed in becoming a more self-sufficient Tribe 
within the United States. 



Artist rendering of the proposed Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino. 


Buckle Up Florida 


Currently, Florida has a 69.5 
percent safety belt usage rate. This 
means that about one-third of 
Floridians are putting themselves at 
needless risk for death or injury in 
a traffic crash. During the week of 
Labor Day, law enforcement 
officers across Florida 
will have zero toler- 
ance for those who 
don’t buckle up and 
don’t buckle up their 
kids. 

Florida’s safe- 
ty belt and child safety 
seat laws can be found 
at www.leg.state.fl.us, 
statutes 316.613 and 
316.614. 
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Swinging for Kids 

The Exchange Clubs of Boca Raton, 
Pompano Beach, Boynton/Delray, Lake Worth, 
Wellington, and Northern Palm Beach are sponsoring 
a golf tournament on September 30, 2001 at 11:30 
a.m. The tournament will be held at the beautiful 
Mizner Trail Golf Club, lunch begins at 11:30 a.m., 
shotgun start at 1 p.m. 

Proceeds will benefit child abuse prevention 
programs in Palm Beach and Broward counties. 

To register call Keith Grant at 561-395- 
3315. Reserve your space now for this worthy cause; 
space is limited to 120 players! Prizes awarded and 
free giveaways. 


Volunteer Opportunities: 
The Children Need You! 

Adult volunteers are needed in Broward 
County’s Elementary Schools. 

The Listen To Children Program, a one-on- 
one mentoring program sponsored by the Mental 
Health Association of Broward County, seeks dedi- 
cated, caring adults to volunteer. 

Volunteers will receive specialized training 
at the MHA office, located at 7145 W. Oakland Pk. 
Blvd. (Oakwood Plaza) in Lauderhill, FL and other 
locations throughout the county. 

September program training dates and times 
are Monday, Sept. 10 and Wednesday, Sept. 12 - both 
days from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

For additional information about volunteer- 
ing and to register for training, please call the Mental 
Health Association of Broward County at (954) 746- 
2055 and ask for Elly Ort. 


“Dream Team” Dance 

Dance classes will resume during the week 
of Sept. 10. Miss Patty is looking forward to a new 
program and working with everyone again. Hope 
your summer was great! 

Classes for after school will include ages 5- 
12. There will also be adult and Senior Citizen dance 
including dance-exercise, yoga stretch, line dance, 
praise dance, as well as acrobatics. 

Schedules and more information may be 
obtained at the gym, library, and culture center or by 
calling (954) 849-6071. 


Looking for Classmates 

My name is Jenice McCoy Tilley. I attended 
Sequoyah High School in Tahlequah, OK with many 
students from Florida. I am trying to locate them. 
Jonah Cypress and his wife Sandra Masters Cypress, 
Solomon Cypress, David Cypress, James Gopher, 
Danny Jumper, James Billie, Henry Bert, Charles 
Hiers, Norman Johns, Leroy Billie, Ralph Billie, 
Agnes Billie, Wayne Billie, Shirley Clay and Laura 
Clay. 

I graduated in 1972 and next year “2002” 
will be our 30th Reunion. I am trying to locate as 
many students as possible, it doesn’t matter if they 
graduated with me or not. I had many friends from 
Florida, and we all had a special relationship with 
each other. 

Email me at, Busterbevo@aol.com, call me 
at 918-267-3563 or you can always drop me a few 
lines and mail me a letter. 10930 N. 245 St., Beggs, 
OK 74421. 


Fort Sill Indian School Alumni 
Association Reunion 2001 

Fort Sill Indian School Alumni Association 
prepares for 2001 Reunion. Dates have been set for 
Sept. 28 and 29, 2001. On Friday, Sept. 28th, a 
reception is planned at the F.S.I.S. Campus. 

On Saturday, the Reunion will continue at 
the Comanche Nation Fair. This year’s planners have 
decided to have the reunion during the Comanche 
Nation Fair to give alumni a variety of things to do. 

The last reunion lasted three days and 
included a pow-wow. A special invitation is extended 
to all former students and former staff. 

For more information you may contact: 
Richard Bread at (405) 643-2770, Lorene Kerchee at 
(580) 492-5492, Phyllis Hunter at (405) 247-6673, 
ext. 258, or e-mail to: PhyllisHunter@bia.gov. 


Have You Hugged Your Grandparents Today? 

In 1978, Congress proclaimed the first Sunday after Labor Day as National Grandparents’ Day. This 
year the holiday will be celebrated on Sept. 9th. Grandparents’ Day was instituted to honor grandparents, to 
give grandparents an opportunity to show love for their grandchildren, and to help children become aware of 
the strength, information, and guidance older people can offer. 

Grandparents’ Day is a great excuse to dote on your grandma and grandpa in exactly the same fashion 
that they have spoiled you. Make plans to spend the day with your grandparents and share as much as you can 
handle. Without our grandparents, where would we all be? Let them know how much their very existence has 
meant in your life. 


Baby Shower Held for Nguyen Family 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On 

August 28, a “Baby Shower” was given 
for Lien Nguyen, an employee of the 
Accounting Department for 3 years. 

Her husband, Tham, had worked with 
the Tribe in the Education Department 
as well. 

The party was thought up by 
her friends and co-workers in the - t 
accounting department and mentioned l 
to Maureen Vass of the Public Relations! 

Department. Maureen took over as 
party coordinator, and with help from 
assistant Jennifer Keefe and daughter 
Amanda Jaffe, the second floor lounge 
became party central. 

At approximately 5:00 p.m., 
co-workers and friends came in and 
placed gifts on a designated table. A 
chair was specially decorated with balloons for Lien 
so that she was the center of attention. 

Lien, Tham, and their son, Thilam, were the 
first to partake of a light dinner, provided by the 
Public Relations Department. But the most anticipat- 
ed part of dinner was a baby bear cake, made of 
chocolate and vanilla. 

After everyone had their fill of goodies, it 
was time for the giving of gifts. The table, loaded 


with gifts, showed the Nguyen family 
how eagerly the arrival of their future 
baby was anticipated by the Tribe’s 
employee family. 

Lien was over whelmed with 
joy at the many thoughtful and useful 
gifts given to her future son. Time 
and again, the sound of ooh’s and 
ahh’s filled the air as clothes and a 
beautiful quilt created by Maureen 
were shown to the party patrons. 

Maureen shared a poem she 
had written that conveyed the senti- 
ments felt by everyone for the cou- 
ple. 

Tham shared a few words of 
thanks to those who shared in the 
special occasion. He joked that it was 
probably a sign that Lien may want 
another child, much to her surprise, 
but it got a laugh out of everyone in the room. 

Congratulations to the Nguyen family and 
we wish you all the best on the newest addition to 
your family! 

Lien would like to thank all of those who 
attended the baby shower and brought gifts. She 
would also like to thank the P.R. staff for decorating 
the lounge and suppling the food, drinks and cake for 
the party. 



Tham, Thilam (with head 
down), Lien and baby. 



Tribal Dividends Accepted 
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2002 Tribal Fair Poster Contest 


Poster Contestant Groups: 

Group One: Kindergarten, 
First Grade 

Group Two: Second Grade, 
Third Grade, and Fourth Grade 

Group Three: Fifth Grade, 
Sixth Grade, and Seventh Grade 

Group Four: Eight Grade, 
Ninth Grade, Tenth Grade 

Group Five: Eleventh Grade, 
Twelfth Grade 

Entries due: At Parent 
Advisory Committee designated loca- 
tion on or before December 27, 2001. 

Dates: Contest begins 
September 1, 2001, Contest ends: 
December 27, 2001 and Judging 
will take place on January 10, 

2002. Three judges selected spe- 
cific to reservation/area. 

Display: 1 . All winners 
displayed at the Tribal Fair 2002. 

All non-winners displayed on spe- 
cific reservation/area preferably at 
the local Tribal Library. 

Winner featured in The Seminole 
Tribune. 

Theme: Education - 

What It Means To Me. 

Participants: Members 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Hollywood Reservation, Big 
Cypress Reservation, Brighton 
Reservation, Immokalee 
Reservation, Tampa Reservation 
and Non-Residents. 

Contest: Standard poster 
board size. 


Media: Collage, Poem with 
artwork, Painting, Pen and Ink 
Sketches, WaterColors, Mixed Media. 

Judging: Visual Affect, 
Creativity, Layout/Organization and 
Copying/Reproduction will not be 
judged. 

Awards: 1. First Place will 
receive $100.00, 2. Second Place - 
$75.00, 3. Third Place - $50.00, 4. 
Honorable Mention - $20.00 plus 
medallion, 5. Honorable Mention - 
$20.00 plus medallion, 6. All non-cash 
awarded participants - ribbon “For 
Participation” 
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Seminole Citizen Profile 

Robert Kippenberger: 
The Man Behind The Lens 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — Robert 
Kippenberger ’s mother, Lawanna Osceola 
Niles says she can remember him carrying 
a camera around his neck from the time 
he was a little boy. “He always loved tak- 
ing pictures,” said Niles, “I naturally 
assumed that it was the field he would 
choose to pursue when 
he was older.” 

He did, and he 
excelled. Robert, now 
39, runs his own busi- 
ness, Kipp 

Photography, Inc. He is 
a freelance photogra- 
pher who has many 
clients, including the 
Miami Herald and the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Kippenberger 
was the recipient of two 
2001 Native American 
Journalists Association 
awards for “Best 
Newspaper 

Photography” and “Best 
Feature Photography.” 

It was a surprise for 
Robert, who had no 
knowledge that the 
Seminole Tribune had 
submitted his photos for the competition. 

Kippenberger ’s work focuses on 
commercial product photography, such as 
promotional work for the Miami Herald. 

In his work for the Herald, Robert has 
photographed Don Shula, various Marlins 
and Dolphin players, and Latin music 
stars. 

Robert was born in Hollywood, 
but moved with his family to St. Louis, 
MO when he was six. He graduated high 
school there and enrolled in a local com- 
munity college, studying commercial art 
and music. He says, “I starved for ten 
years playing music and had a blast doing 
it.” 


Playing the guitar and learning 
about life is something Robert says he 
wouldn’t trade for any 9 to 5 job in the 
world. However, after ten years, he decid- 
ed to go back to school and explore new 
avenues. 

He moved back to South Florida 
and enrolled in the Art Institute of Ft. 


Lauderdale in 1987. He graduated with an 
Associates Degree in the Science of 
Photography in 1989 and never looked 
back. 

With a laid back attitude and an 
engaging personality, Robert is a guy who 
doesn’t let the rigors of life intrude on his 
day. He has found a comfortable balance 
between being focused on success and 
taking it easy in the process. 

Robert is an excellent example of 
the results of determination and hard 
work. He can be considered a role model, 
not only for Native youth, but for anyone 
struggling to achieve their goals. 



Birthday Celebration For 
Darwin and Aileen Cypress 



SUNRISE, FL — On August 24, 
2001 a birthday celebration was held in 
recognition for a brother and sister who 
hail from the Big Cypress Reservation. 
Darwin and Aileen Cypress are son and 
daughter to Roy Cypress and Rochelle 
Osceola. 

The birthday site was the 
Rainforest restaurant located at the 
Sawgrass Mills Mall. On hand were rela- 
tives and friends who were treated to a 
dinner of their choice, the traditional 


-- 



birthday cake, ice cream and party favors. 

Darwin’s birthday was August 
21, he is 8 years young, Aileen’s birth 
date was August 23 she is a whopping 6 
years young! Both children received gifts 
and a lot of help from their friends when 
it came to opening the boxes and playing 
with their new toys. 

Their grandmother Janice wants 
to wish them a happy belated birthday and 
hopes they have fun with their newly 
acquired toys. 


Profile: Spending Time with Mary Tiger 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On a hot, 
humid August morning I sat in the home 
of Dorothy Tommie, intent on doing an 
interview with her mother, Mary Tiger. As 
I set up the tape recorder and camera I 
thought about how Mary used to sell 
candy and soda from her home. The reser- 
vation children started to call her the 
“candy lady” but were reprimanded 
because it was considered disrespectful to 
call her anything else but her given name. 

The children were told to call her 
either Mary Tiger or “Grandmother 
Mary.” Mary lives in a house I have 
always admired, and there are only two 
homes on the Hollywood reser- 
vation that has a brick front wall. 

She also stays in my 
memory because she is one of 
the few Seminole women who 
still dress traditionally. She 
wears her hair in a bun and 
always wears about a dozen 
necklaces with shiny pony beads. 

Her skirts are long and have at 
least one design on them. 

Mary speaks no 
English, she was bom into the 
“Panther Clan,” and she is 84 
years young. She was born north 
of the Miccosukee Tribe’s 
Headquarters, in other words, in 
the heart of the Everglades. Her 
father was from the “Bird Clan,” 
his name was Frank Tiger, his 
Seminole name was Fosh-hut- 
kee. 

Mary’s mother died 
when she very young, because of 
tradition, she was not allowed to 
know her mother’s name. Mary 
has two children, six grandchil- 
dren, and five great grandchil- 
dren. ^ 

Mary estimates she was t 

over 40 when she first lived on a * 
reservation. Before, her family 1 

had lived in village located in J 

Palm Beach that was a tourist < 

facility that was eventually 
closed down. Because of this, the 
family had to decide where they 
going to live. Brighton and 
Hollywood had just been estab- 
lished as reservations, so it was 
just a matter of choice. 

Her father chose 
Brighton because her brother, Joe Henry 
Tiger, was living there. Also, her sister, 
Annie Tiger Bowers, lived there as well 
because her husband was from Brighton. 

Mary moved to Hollywood in 
1961 for the birth of her grandson, 

Clinton Tommie. Mary did not like living 
in Hollywood at first, but did so because 
she felt she was needed for her grandson’s 
sake and also Dorothy had to return back 
to work. 

I asked Mary if she lived in a tra- 
ditional camp before she came to 
Hollywood. Mary commented that she did 
not like living in a chickee because the 
elements made it rough to live in one. She 
said she preferred living in a home, the 
first home she lived in was in Brighton. 
There was a time in Brighton when Frank 
Boehmer, the B.I.A. Teacher, was helping 
Tribal members obtain free homes. 

Mary was unable to receive one 
in time, instead she moved into a structure 
much like a “chicken coop.” She fixed it 
up to live in and decided she liked living 
indoors. When she moved to Hollywood, 
she was happy to live in a house. 

Mary first went to church in 
1952 on the Brighton Reservation. When 
she visited a church in Hollywood, she 
was baptized there instead of Brighton. 

Mary worked in a tomato field 
near the Brighton reservation. She also 
created clothes with patchwork designs 
like aprons, skirts, etc. She sold these 
items to Edith Boehmer, who owned a 
small store near the reservation. 

I asked Mary how she learned to 
make patchwork, she explained that, as a 
child, her sisters would make her clothes 
for her. As she grew older, her sisters told 
her she needed to learn how to make her 
own clothes in order to take care of her- 
self. 

The first time she cut the fabric 
to make an outfit, she cut it wrong. Her 


sisters were not to happy with her so they 
began showing her how to make clothes 
correctly. Her first outfit was simple, it 
had no designs but rather strips of cloth 
instead. Later, she would experiment with 
learning how to make designs that were 
simple the first time around. She 
improved by making progressively harder 
designs until she began creating beautiful 
outfits. 

I asked Mary about Tribal events 
she went had attended and she said the 
“Field Day” event held in Brighton was 
the first one. They had a clothing contest 
that gave away prizes ranging from the 
top prize of $25 dollars to a bag of flour. 


Mary said there had even been a bigger 
prize given out, a Model T, which went to 
one lucky winner. 

Mary also attended and entered 
clothing contests at the “Tribal Fair” in 
Hollywood. This past year Mary did not 
enter any clothing contest, instead she had 
an arts and crafts booth. When she did 
enter the contests, she had entered both 
the “Clothing Contest” and the “Arts and 
Crafts Contest.” 

She would enter a jacket or skirt 
in the Arts and Crafts Contest and usually 
placed in that category. For the Clothing 
Contest, she would enter whatever skirt 
she wore because, in that contest, you 
must model the article you entered. Mary 
said she would place in this category as 
well. During the past few Tribal Fairs 
Mary was told she could only submit 
entries for one contest only. The 
Committees had done away with letting 
individuals enter more than one contest. 

I asked Mary if she votes she 
explained that she started to vote when 
she lived in Brighton for county elections. 
When the Tribe became established and 
started to hold positions for the 
“Chairman” and the “President,” she start- 
ed to vote in Tribal elections and has con- 
tinued to vote in every election. 

Another question I asked Mary 
was when was the first time she visited an 
outside doctor or a doctor who practiced 
modern medicine. Mary explained that, 
while she was still living in Brighton, the 
residents there visited a doctor who lived 
at Lake Placid. When they found out they 
could use his services they went to him 
repeatedly. 

One question asked was if Mary 
feels that the Tribe is losing its language. 
Mary replied that a lot of it has been lost 
already. She suggested that parents of 
generations in their twenties and thirties 
should share their language with their 


children. Mary also pointed out that the 
children of those in their twenties and 
thirties are losing even more of what their 
parents do not know. She feels the Tribe 
should promote a language class for all 
ages and that the language will be lost if 
drastic steps are not taken. 

Mary spoke of a situation she 
would like to relate to today’s youth. 

Mary spoke of survival during a hurricane 
when her family still lived in the 
Everglades. Her family was attending a 
ceremony held during the winter season. 
The “Snake Dance” is like the “Green 
Corn Dance” in respects that temporary 
camps are set up during the event. The 
shelters used have canvas tent 
covers tied down over plat- 
forms where the occupants 
sleep and store their belong- 
ings. 

During this particular 
event, a warning went out that 
a hurricane was approaching, 
families were told to get their 
campsites secured. Mary’s 
father took the canvas cover 
down and tied it directly over 
the platforms so that family 
had a place to go during the 
storm. 

He also put boards 
under the platforms so that they 
would be kept off the ground 
because of the rain. The boards 
were normally used for the 
canoes they traveled by, the 
boards were put at the bottom 
of the canoes to keep their 
belongings dry if water leaked 
into the canoe. 

Throughout the night, 
men from various campsites 
walked around checking up on 
other campsites to make sure 
everyone was okay. They did 
this all night until morning, by 
then the storm had calmed 
down because the “eye” of the 
storm was approaching. 

The families were told 
that this was a chance for them 
to come out and cook and eat 
but they would have to do this 
quickly. Mary said they got out 
and cooked sof-kee and other 
foods they could prepare quick- 
ly. Soon, the warning came that 
the storm’s eye was coming to an end and 
they must get back to their shelters. It 
rained again, but not as hard as before, 
they stayed in the shelter until they were 
told it was safe to come out. This is how 
Mary and her family survived a hurricane 
in the Everglades. 

Mary spoke of another incident 
when a hurricane threatened a camp. This 
time a traditional belief was performed. If 
an individual from the “Wind Clan” is 
present they are asked to perform a cere- 
mony that involves an axe and a few spo- 
ken words. The axe is then placed facing 
the on coming storm, the axe is believed 
to split the wind so that it goes around the 
camp thus protecting the people and prop- 
erty. 

Mary believes in traditional med- 
icine and uses it when necessary. She also 
holds onto what she was taught as a child 
because it is her culture. 

Mary is an example of the 
untapped knowledge that is still alive and 
present within our communities. It is 
imperative for us as a Tribe to learn all 
that we can from our elders about our 
beliefs and traditions. We should also do 
this to ensure the future our forefathers 
faught for. 

This profile is the first of many I 
hope to put in the Tribune. I will focus on 
elders from Hollywood, Big Cypress, 
Immokalee and anywhere else there an 
individual willing to share their life expe- 
riences. 

If you, or someone you know, 
would like to tell other Tribal members 
about your experiences. Please call the 
Communications Department at (954) 
967-3416, extension 1268. Help us to 
keep our heritage alive and our future 
generations informed about who they are 
and where they come from, the 
“Unconquered Seminoles!” 



Panther clan member, Mary Tiger 


Memorial Service Held For Gilbert Bowers 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On the early morning 
of August 18, family and friends gathered to share 
in a “Memorial Service” for Gilbert Bowers. 

Gilbert was the son of Eugene and Mary 
Bowers and brother of Philman Bowers, all 
residents of the Hollywood reservation. 

On this morning, Moses Osceola, 
a Missionary for the Indian Baptist 
Assembly at the Indian Trial Baptist 
Chapel on the Miccosukee Reservation, 
presided over the service, held at the 
Seminole gravesite in Hollywood. 

Moses read scriptures pertaining to 
why there is death, but also to the glory 
of God and his promise of a peaceful 
life in heaven. 

On hand to sing songs of 
encouragement to those feeling sorrow- 
ful, was Dan Osceola. Dan played his 
guitar and sang three hymns. 

After Mr. Osceola’s performance, 

Moses Osceola shared a letter written by 
Gilbert’s mother Mary, to those who attend- 
ed the memorial service. The following is the 
statement read aloud by Moses: 

As we gather here this morning, we the 
family of Gilbert would like to thank each of you for 
sharing this memorial service with us. 

One year ago yesterday (August 17, 20001) we were 
sadden that our son and brother to Philman departed from us 
due to a long-term illness. Today our hearts are still heavy with 
pain and sorrow and the emptiness is still pretty much with us. 

But each day seems a little brighter when we share 
memories with a friend or a relative, so thank you for being here 
for us when we need you. 

Today I wanted to share a story of what Gibby said to 
me on the day before his surgery, he wanted to get out of bed 


and walk over to the window so he could take a look out- 
side. I told him it had rained that morning so it was 
wet and cloudy. 

As he was looking out he said, “ Mom I 
just want to see a bright sunny day so I can 
take a deep breath and go to sleep. ” 

I was joking with him and said 
something like, “so my day would be cold 
and cloudy? ” The answer to my question 
was what he was preparing me for the 
unexpected, God only knows!” 

I believe Gibby did see a bright 
sunny day and took a deep breath and 
went to heaven on the Morning of 
August 17, 2000. 

We thank you for being there 
with us when we needed you and hope 
your payers and support will be with us 
forever. 

Thank you, 

Eugene, Mary and Phil 

After reading the letter, Moses 
asked if anyone would like to share their feel- 
ings or thoughts with the family. Friends and rel- 
atives gave testimonials, thankful that they had an 
opportunity to know the young man. 

Gilbert Bowers had a lasting impact on those who 
knew and called him a friend, son, brother, grandson, or cousin. 
We miss his good-natured ribbing and the way he told you how 
he felt or what he thought in a straightforward and honest man- 
ner. There will be none other like him and I am sure many have 
fond memories of Gibby. 

After the memorial service, everyone was invited to 
breakfast at the “Country Kitchen,” where everyone had a 
chance to remember Gibby and share the memories he left with 
all of us. 
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2012 Olympic Committee In Search Of A Host City 


By Mark Madrid 

TAMPA — This isn’t the first 
time that Billy L. Cypress, Executive 
Director of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida^ Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum, has 
found himself involved in Olympic 
affairs. The first time was when Florida 
Secretary of State Katherine Harris asked 
the Seminole Tribe to participate in the 
Florida State Pavillion at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

“During the Olympics the Florida 
Pavillion was promoting the state of 
Florida and we were part of it,” said 
Cypress. “I was there for two weeks with 
Fee Tiger. One of the biggest things that 
we were happy with was meeting the abo- 
riginal people.” 

The Tribe was in Sydney for 30 
days, arriving before and staying after the 
Olympic games. Those two weeks just 
happened to include the opening cere- 
monies. The arena was filled with 
Australia 1 s aboriginal people performing 
their traditional dances and to cap off the 
gala event, Kathy Freeman, the Australian 
Aboriginal 400 meters dash champion, set 
the main torch alight symbolizing the start 
of the games. 

“We were happy to meet with ^ 
our counterparts while we were there for g 
tourism and economic development. We | 
just had a great time and great experi- 
ence,” stated Cypress. | 

It was during this two-week stay 
in Sydney that Cypress met Ed Turanchik, 
the President of Florida 2012. “He told us 
about his vision of how Tampa would tell 
their story to win the bid for the United 
States city, and he wanted us, the 
Seminole Tribe, to be involved and to 
help involve other American Indians. He 
wants to be inclusive like Sydney was,” 
said Cypress. That vision would involve 
native people of both the northern and 
southern hemispheres carrying the torch 
on a year’s journey of celebration through 
out the Americas. 

As a result of that meeting, 

Cypress represented the Seminole Tribe 
during the recent visit of the United States 
Olympic Committee’s visit to Tampa. The 
USOC is currently searching for the host 
city for the 2012 summer Olympics and 
Tampa has their bid in and is a candidate 
for that position. 

The nine-member USOC team 
arrived in Tampa late Thursday, Aug. 3 for 
a four-day tour. They spent Friday morn- 
ing at the Tampa Convention Center lis- 
tening to three hours of closed-door pre- 
sentations from Florida 2012 officials 
present detailed plans for building the 
17,000 units of housing and the hundreds 
of millions of dollars of sports facilities 
needed if the 2012 Summer Games were 
held here. 

Mr. Cypress addressed the 
assembled group of USOC and Florida 


2012 members Saturday morning. “I am 
pleased to lend the support of the 
Seminole Indian Tribe to Florida’s bid 
effort. You may be a bit surprised to see 
us here. But we were the only Indian 
Tribe from the Western Hemisphere to 
attend the Sydney Olympic Games. In 
fact, we participated in the state of 
Florida’s Pavilion at the Sydney Olympic 
Games,” Cypress told the group. 

‘We had a great experience 
speaking with Australia’s native aboriginal 
peoples. We enjoyed witnessing their 


experience and how they were included in 
the Cultural Program of the Sydney 
Olympic Games. That is why we are so 
excited about our proposed ‘Cultural 
Olympiad, Journey of Discovery. ’ We 
worked with Florida 2012 to help frame 
this element, and are pleased that the 
entire first year of the Cultural Olympics 
will be focused upon the indigenous peo- 
ples of the Americas, and that this cultural 
celebration of our heritage will continue 
through the four years of the XXXth 
Olympiad. We pledge our support to 
bring the various tribes of the Americas 
into this cultural celebration. And we 
invite you to join us, and celebrate our 
Journey together.” 

Cypress then added his signature 
to the following pledge on behalf of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida to ‘Celebrate 
the Journey’ Community Pledge XXXth 
Olympiad: 

“We, the undersigned, on behalf 
of the Citizens of our respective 
Communities and Organizations, sign this 
pledge to lead the preparation of our 
Community to Host the XXXth 
Olympiad. We pledge to welcome and 
host the Olympic Family and the Families 


of the World in the exceptional style that 
only Florida offers. We pledge to honor 
and recognize the achievements of the 
Olympians who participate in this and 
prior Olympic Games. We pledge to leave 
a lasting Fegacy through the XXXth 
Olympiad to youth, to sports, to our 
Community, and to the World Community. 
And We Pledge to hold an Olympic 
Games that protects and improves our 
environment, promotes balanced econom- 
ic growth and development, and are 
socially just and fair.” 


Tampa’s 2012 Olympic bid effort 
is a unique partnership with the cities and 
counties between St. Petersburg and 
Orlando. The bid process for Florida 2012 
began in October of 1997 when Mayor 
Dick Greco signed a letter of intent on 
behalf of the City of Tampa and the 
Hillsborough County Board of County 
Commissioners to put Tampa forward as a 
bid city for the designation of the U.S. 
Candidate City. 

The USOC is now visiting all 
eight bid cities in the competition - 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Dallas, Texas; Houston, 
Texas; Fos Angeles, California; New York 
City, New York; San Francisco, 

California; Washington D.C./Baltimore, 
Maryland and Tampa, Florida, After they 
visit all the cities, the USOC will 
announce the finalist cities between Oct., 
2001 and April 2002 and the U.S. 
Candidate City in the fall of 2002. The 
U.S. Candidate City will then compete 
with international cities to host the 2012 
Olympic Games. Then in the fall of 2005, 
the Host City will be selected by the 
International Olympic Committee. 

In selecting its candidate, the 
USOC considers how its choice would 


appeal to the International Olympic 
Committee, compared with competitors 
such as Moscow, Paris and Toronto. Those 
foreign cities are all likely to bid for the 
2012 Games. 

After lunch with Gov. Jeb Bush, 
the group left on a bus tour of proposed 
Olympic sites in Tampa and St. Petersburg 
taking in Tropicana Field, MacDill Air 
Force Base and The Pier, St. Petersburg’s 
main tourist attraction and the proposed 
starting point for the triathlon. 

One exception on the tour was 
North Boulevard Homes and 
Central Park Village. The two crum- 
bling Tampa public housing com- 
plexes would be torn down to make 
way for an Olympic Village and a 
100,300-seat Olympic Stadium. 

Florida 2012 President Ed 
Turanchik said no public housing 
would be demolished until replace- 
ment housing is built. Subsidized 
housing tenants would live among 
neighbors paying market rents until 
new housing was completed. But all 
residents would have to vacate the 
complex four months before the 
games begin to make way for some 
17,000 athletes and coaches. 

The group also toured the 1.1 
million- square-foot Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, 
which would house fencing, judo, 
tae- kwon-do and other sports. They 
learned there are plans to add a 
972,000-square-foot exhibition hall 
across the street and watched a short 
film promoting Orlando as a tourist 
destination. It was hard to read the 
USOC team’s impression of the Bay area 
and Orlando as they did not talk to the 
media, who traveled in a separate bus. 

Charles Moore, the group’s 
chairman, and fellow committee member 
Greg Harney were the only site-team 
members to address the media Sunday. 
They stressed they would not identify 
publicly what they liked or disliked about 
Florida 2012’s proposal, or make compar- 
isons to other United States bid cities. 
USOC members met privately with 
Florida 2012 officials Sunday to share 
their impressions. Moore’s team will 
report its findings to the USOC’s Board of 
Directors this fall. The board is expected 
to narrow the eight-city field to as few as 
four by October. Moore and Harney 
declined to say whether Florida 2012 
could be expected to make the short list. 
Moore did say, however, that the site 
inspection team was unfazed that some of 
the key components of Florida 2012’s 
plans - a 17,000-bed Olympic Village, a 
100,300-seat Olympic Stadium and a 
high-speed rail link from Tampa to 
Orlando - are years away from being 
built. 

“No city is ready today to host 


the Olympics,” he said. Moore also said 
he was satisfied with the response by offi- 
cials of Florida 2012 to the aspects of 
plans that have generated public criticism 
so far. According to Moore, concerns 
about the possible displacement of public 
housing tenants, who would be moved 
when the North Boulevard Homes and 
Central Park Village complexes are razed 
to make way for the Olympic Village and 
stadium, had been answered, as had ques- 
tions about the potential for a hurricane 
during the games. 

The city and the Tampa Housing 
Authority each will contribute $150,000 
for the Olympic village design, which 
should be completed by March, 2002. If 
Tampa wins the USOC nomination for the 
2012 Summer Games, the city will con- 
tribute another $150,000 toward design of 
an Olympic Stadium. And although the 
games are scheduled for June 1 5 to July 1 , 
the bid document’s section on weather and 
climate doesn’t mention the potential for 
hurricanes even though the season starts 
June 1 . However, the document does 
include a letter from the Florida 
Department of Community Affairs assess- 
ing the risk of a hurricane during the 
games as minimal. 

Tampa resident Neil Cosentino 
would like to see the Games moved to 
April. He worries about how the 2 million 
people expected to descend on Tampa for 
the games would be evacuated in the 
event of a hurricane. Cosentino poses the 
question, “How many days in front of a 
low-pressure area must Tampa Bay citi- 
zens’ evacuation start because of the 
Olympic games in the hurricane-tropical 
storm season, and who pays the costs?” 

Cosentino, a well known civic 
activist, had hoped to meet with commit- 
tee members but was ejected from the 
civic center lobby by Tampa police. 
Cosentino asked, “Will the International 
Olympics Committee wants to put their 
logo on a hurricane evacuation map? It’s 
so dumb it defies explanation.” 

In a presentation to the U.S. 
Olympic Committee’s site-evaluation 
team, Florida 2012 said if the games were 
awarded to the area, it would pay for 
every competing Olympian to bring two 
family members to the games. The offer 
includes a week’s food and lodging and 
two tickets to each event in which the ath- 
lete participates. The offer, which is 
unprecedented, impressed the USOC 
members. 

“It sends a very strong message 
to the Olympic family,” Turanchik said. 
“The cost, estimated to be at least $7 mil- 
lion, would come from a projected $670 
million surplus that Florida 2012 predicts 
the Games would generate.” 

“There’s no use having a profit if 
you don’t direct it toward winning,” 
Turanchik added. 



Executive Dir. Billy Cypress and Development and Promotions Coordinator Tom Gallaher. 



OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


• Family Planning 
> Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

• Ultrasounds In 


Office 


• Laser & Microsurgery 

> Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

• Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


Dr. Siudmak 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 



Anthony "Tnny" Scah-sc 
Irrhal Member rue h In of in let a 



special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation, Florida 33317 

The hiring uI h lawyer is an imjitmunl decision Lhsi slum 14 nul be 
bast'd suJeh iipun LuherlbenitiUv Before y ou decide, n^k us to stud 
you free written in formal inn ahmjt our qualifies lions and experience. 
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4-H Steers Ready For Sale 



The Atlantis Resort 



This young steer will have a year to grow into a prize-winning animal for its owner. 



L-R: Desiree Jumper, JaMenia LaTacey Thomas, Lydia 
Cypress, Tommie Jumper Hawk and Amy Garza. 


L-R: Chaperones Ella DeHass and Jane 
Stockton. 


are trying to reach in life. 

Laughing, Amy Garza 
from the Immokalee Reservation 
said, “This trip is one memorable 
trip I will never forget!” 

The students returned to 
the mainland holding on to memo- 
ries, new and old friends, and sou- 
venirs they received on Paradise 
Island. 

The graduates would like 
to thank Mitchell Cypress, Patrick 
McElroy, and the chaperones who 
attended for a wonderful and 
unforgettable time. 


Paradise 

Continued from page 1 


During dinner, Mitchell 
spoke about the importance of an 
education. He proudly stated that it 
was a great sight to see many grad- 
uates in the room before him and 
that it is his wish to one day see 
them running the Tribe. 

After Mitchell spoke, each 
graduate stood up and introduced 
themselves, what clan they were 
from, and what the goal is that they 


Standing (L-R): Anthony Pacheco, Justin Osceola, 
Paul Bowers Jr., Austin Billie and Dnesimus 
Stockton. Seated: Mitchell Cypress. 



L-R: Lydia Cypress, Tommie Hawk, Amy Garza, Lorena 
Puente and Amy Coppedge. 







L-R: Patrick Elroy, Norita Yzaguirre and 
husband Ray II. 




Education Notices 


Education Advisory Board- 

The next meeting of the 
Education Advisory Board, originally 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 5 in Big 
Cypress, has been rescheduled for 
Wednesday, Sept. 12 at 10 a.m. in the 
new Big Cypress Family Investment 
Center, Learning Resource Conference 
Room on the first floor. 

Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact the Education 


Office at (877) 592-6537, ext. 1317, or 
(954) 233-9517. 

“Increasing Access, 
Persistence, and Preparation of 
American Indian/ Alaskan Native 
Students.” 

The American Indian Graduate 
Center Scholars (AIGCS) is dedicated to 
the futures and education of Native 
American scholars by providing scholar- 


ships and other assistance. AIGCS is 
now a partner with the Gates 
Millennium Scholars initiative. 

For information on the Gates 
Millennium Scholars Scholarship visit 
www.gmsp.org. The American Indian 
Graduate Center Scholars can help you 
explore your potential. For more infor- 
mation call (505) 884-7007, deadline is 
Feb. 1, 2002. Enhancing The Lives Of 
Our Future Leaders. 


What’s Up In The Environment? 



Lee, Huston, and Roy get a little help from Dr. Dunson and Rhonda Ruff with their 
seine while WNET film crew catches the boys’ “catch” on tape for documentary. 


By Rhonda Roff 

BIG CYPRESS — On Aug. 7 a 
film crew from Channel 13 WNET, a pub- 
lic televsion station from New York City, 
visited Big Cypress, to produce a segment 
for a new show called, “What’s Up in the 
Environment?” 

The show looks at major envi- 
ronmental issues across the U.S. and pre- 
sents the issues through the eyes of people 
living with the issue and scientists work- 
ing on the problems. While “What’s Up 
in the Environment?” is geared toward 
children aged 10 - 16, the topics and dis- 
cussions are hoped to be of interest to all 
age viewers. 

One of the segments of the latest 
installment of the show is focused on the 
Everglades. Channel 13 decided to tell 
the story of Everglades restoration from 
the Seminole Tribe’s perspective, along 
with some input from the Loxahatchee 
National Wildlife Refuge. The film crew 
worked from 7a.m. to 7 p.m. to tell the 
Tribe’s story. 

The story, as told by Bob 
Motlow, Michele Thomas, and Dr. Bill 
Dunson, begins in pastures and moves 
through some of the Tribe’s water restora- 
tion project sites. The Tribal participants 
talk about the need for and value of sus- 
tainable agriculture. The Tribe’s cultural 
values support sound stewardship of the 
land and water. 

Lee Stewart, Roy Stewart, and 
Huston Osceola, with assistance from Bob 


Motlow and David DeHass, enthusiasti- 
cally demonstrated the rich wildlife on the 
Big Cypress Reservation. 

The boys fished with a seine for 
the camera crew and found over 200 crit- 
ters, including three large garfish they 
wanted to bring home to their grandmoth- 
ers for dinner. Dr. Dunson explained to 
the children why these creatures live in 
this area and how they live together. 


The day ended with one-on-one 
interviews at Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum. 

The main room and outdoor walkway pro- 
vided beautiful settings for the very edu- 
cational discussions. 

Watch your local PBS stations 
for some familiar, local sites and faces 
when “What’s Up in the Environment?” 
airs in late- January or February of 2002. 


By Alexandra Frank 

BIG CYPRESS — Aug. 6-9, the 
Cattle Program held its yearly cattle sale 
at the scales located east of the rodeo 
arena. During the sale, 47 steers were 
sanctioned for distribution to 4 reserva- 
tions. 

Brighton is slated to receive 23 
steers, Big Cypress will receive 15, 
Immokalee will get three, and Hollywood 
will receive one steer. 

The following individuals will be 
serving as a Steer and Swine Leader. 
Benny Hernandez is the leader for Big 
Cypress. He will help the 4-H participants 


with “halter breaking” the steers before 
they can be taken home. 

Sherri Gore is the leader for 
Brighton and David Dehass is the leader 
for Hollywood. 

For Immokalee, which does not 
have a steer leader, help comes in the 
form of parents volunteering their time. 
The participants have a year to work on 
their steers, then the yearly 4-H livestock 
sale will showcase the best overall ani- 
mals in their respective categories. 

Good luck to all of this year’s 
participants and we hope to see you soon 
at the 4-H sale. 


Wedding Congratulations Sent 



To Mr. And Mrs. Jerry Vann 


LAS VEGAS — 

Congratulations to Veldenia Osceola 
and Jerry Vann on their recent nuptials 
held in Las Vegas at the “Graceland 
Wedding Chapel.” They were wed on 
July 28, 2001 with her cousin Robert 
Frank II giving Veldenia away. 

The couple also were treated 
to a reception held Aug. 19 at the Big 
Cypress Cattle and Range Office. 

Family and friends were present to 
share in congratulating the newlyweds. 
The reception also served as a chance 
for Veldenia to celebrate her birthday. 

The couple reveled in the gifts 
they received and wanted to thank 
everyone for coming out to recognize 
their union. 

Veldenia is the daughter of 
Roy (deceased) and Ruby Osceola of 
the Big Cypress Reservation. Jerry is 
the son of John and Olivia Vann of 
Chewey, Oklahoma. Jerry is a member 
of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. 

Veldenia and Jerry meet while 
attending Sequoyah High School in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma. The couple now 
resides in Daytona Beach, Florida. 

“I hope the two of you have a 
wonderful life together and grow old by 
each other’s side. Your families love you 
very much and wish you the best in your 


“Elvis” presents Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Vann. 

future. Congratulations to you both,” says 
your cousin and cousin-in-law Alexandra 
Frank. 


New Kid On The Big Cypress Rez 




Mar ley 

-&S&ID I 

in 5. 

Id oz . 


Everyone please recognize Ms. Marley Kel Billie Herrera, born on June 8, 
2001. Marley weighed 8 lbs., 14 oz. measuring at 21 inches long. She is the daughter of 
Clea Billie and Jose Herrera. Ms. Marley is a proud member of the Panther clan. 


Ahfachkee School Calendar 2001-2002 


September ‘01 

9/03/01 No school - Labor Day 
9/19/01 Progress Reports Issued 
9/20/01 Early Release 
9/24/01 Count week 9/24 - 9/28 
9/28/01 No school 
American Indian Day 

October ‘01 

10/12/01 Early Release 
1 0/23/0 1 End of 1 st Grading Period 
10/24/01 Start of 2nd Grading Period 
10/26/01 No School 
Staff Workday 

November ‘01 

11/06/01 Parent Teacher Conferences, 
Reports Cards Issued 
11/12/01 No school - Veteran’s Day 
11/21/01 Staff and Students 
Early Release 

11/22/01 No school - Thanksgiving 
11/23/01 No school 
11/28/01 Progress Reports Issued 

December ‘01 

12/07/01 Early Release 
12/20/01 Christmas Show 
12/21/01 Staff and Students 
Early Release 

12/24/01 Christmas Holiday 
12/24 - 1/4/02 

January ‘02 

01/07/02 School resumes 
01/15/02 End of 2nd Grading Period 
01/16/02 Start of 3rd Grading Period 
01/18/02 No school - Staff workday 
01/21/02 No school 
Martin Luther King Day 
01/24/02 Parent Teacher 
Conference - Reports Cards Issued 


February ‘02 

02/15/02 Early Release 
02/18/02 No School 
President’s Day 

02/19/02 Progress Reports Issued 

March ‘02 

03/11/02 No School 
Spring Break - 3/11 - 3/15. 
03/18/02 School Resumes 
03/38/02 End of 3rd Grading Period 
03/29/02 No School - Good Friday 

April ‘02 

04/01/02 No School - Easter Monday 
04/02/02 Start 4th Grading Period 
04/08/02 No School 
Staff Workday 

04/11/02 Parent Teacher Conferences 
Report Cards Issued 
04/26/02 Early Release 
04/29/02 Begin Standardized Testing 

May ‘02 

05/01/02 Standardized Testing 
(4/29 - 5/3) 

05/02/02 Progress Reports Issued 
05/17/02 Early Release 
05/27/01 No School 
Memorial Day 

June ‘02 

06/04/01 Evening Graduation 
06/05/02 End of 4th Grading Period, 
Early Release, Last Day for Students, 
Awards Ceremony 
06/06/02 Staff Workday 
06/07/02 Staff Workday 
Last Day for Staff 




The Seminole Tribune 


7 


September 7, 2001 


Brighton News Tulchobehahvooge Tarakkvlkv 


><><><><> c > c 


Sixth Annual Brighton Youth Conference 




A delicious ribs, rice, greens, and 
frybread lunch was catered by Mary 
Moore and family. It was just the thing to 
give everyone the energy for the second 
half of the day. 

After lunch there was a lot of fun 
and cultural exchange as Alice Snow from 
Brighton called the mvskoke language 
bingo game. As Alice called out the 
names of the animals and plants that were 
pictured on the cards in Creek, there were 
a number of hvgeedee speaking people 
translating under their breath the way 
those words are said in Miccosukee for 
those who didn’t understand the mvskoke 
words. 

The highlight of the event was 
the talent show held Wednesday night. 
From singing pop songs in English to 
gosphel songs in both Creek and 
Miccosukee to comedy sketches, there 
were a number of talented individuals 
who got up and performed to a full house. 

However it was the Nunez 
Family Players, the last act of the night 
that brought down the house with laugh- 
ter, doing their version of “Your the 
Reason My Kids Are Ugly” 

Winners K-3 group 

1) Destiny Nunez: 2) Brianna Nunez, 3) 
Stevie Brantley. 

Winners group 2: 1) Daniel 
Smith, 2) Kristin Dooney, 3) Jaide Micco. 

Winners group 3:1) David, 

Anita, Ally, Ami, Apple, and Ari Nunez, 

2) Patty, Dawn, Laurie, and McKayla 
Snow, 3) Salina Dorgan, Alice, and 
Shannon Snow. 


By Mark Madrid 

RUSKIN — The annual 
Brighton Youth Conference was held at 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s very own 
beautiful Bahia Beach Island Resort and 
Marina in Ruskin, Florida. The resort is 
located between Sarasota and Tampa on a 
124-acre island surrounded by natural 
Florida vegetation. 

This is the sixth year for the 
Brighton Youth Conference and according 
to one of the conference organizers, 
Smawley Holata, one of the best gather- 
ings to date. The Youth Conference start- 
ed in 1 995 with a small group of con- 
cerned parents and the sponsorship of 
Jack Smith Jr., Brighton Board representa- 
tive at the time. ^ 

“We stated the need back then 5 
and Jack said we should have a youth | 
conference that would encourage them 
(our kids)to be drug and alcohol free,” § 
said Smawley. “We’ve been together six 
years now and John Wayne Huff, the new 
Council representative has picked up our 
sponsorship.” 

From that beginning things have 
grown. There were at least sixteen women 
present who are regular participants in the 
community organization, and at one count 
75 young people taking part in the activi- 
ties. 

There was a full agenda for both 
the young and young- at-heart. On 
Wednesday morning there was an update 
on the constitution and bylaws of the 
Seminole Tribe delivered by guest speaker 
Jim Shore, the Tribe’s attorney, to an adult 
class of attentive listeners. 

Jo Ellen Keller, Director of 
Challenger Ropes, and Susan Outlaw, an 
off duty teacher for the hearing impaired, 
both from Ft. Myers, taught a ropes 


Some of the participants in the 6th Annual 


course to an enthusiastic group of teens 
and adults alike. 

The course stresses creative 
teamwork and cooperative problem solv- 
ing by giving the teams situations to work 
out. Some situations presented to 
solve: How do you get your team across 
the tennis court by just stepping in the 
hula hoops and bridges made of two by 
fours and bring all of the hoops and 
boards along after you? And, what is the 
best design for an egg crate, made of soda 
straws, so you can drop it and not break 
it? The conference participants knew 
some of those answers and had a great 
time finding answers to other problems. 


Brighton Youth Conference. 


Summer Internship For Native 
American Students Now Available 


STUART — The Association for 
Tribal Heritage is a non-profit 501 ©(3) 
organization dedicated to preserving tradi- 
tion and promoting education among the 
Native American people. This national 
organization has been working diligently 
to establish programs that encourage eco- 
nomic and social growth within Native 
communities. 

Terry Tribble, President of the 
Association for Tribal Heritage, Inc. and 
member of the Lac Courte Oreilles band 
of Anishinabe is devoted to the education- 
al and economical development of Native 
American people. As a graduate of 
Haskell Indian Nations University, he 
focuses his time and attention on estab- 
lishing programs that emphasize excel- 
lence in education for Native American 
students and professionals. 

Most recently, through a collabo- 
rative effort between The Association for 
Tribal Heritage, Inc. and Fogel Capital 
Management, Inc., a Registered 
Investment Advisory Firm, a summer 
internship program for Native American 
college students has been implemented. “I 
can not stress enough the importance of 
this program as Tribes continue to explore 
their economic horizons,” says Terry 
Tribble. The six-week program allows 
students interested in pursuing a career in 


business or finance to explore various 
aspects of the securities business. 

The Association for Tribal 
Heritage has received an overwhelming 
response from students all over the nation 
interested in participating in the Internship 
Program. A Fund-raising Campaign has 
begun to benefit those students qualified 
to take part in the six-week program. With 
the support of Native Tribes and commu- 
nity donors, the Association is confident 
the internship will be a huge success. 

The Native American Finance 
Officers Association and The National 
Indian Education Association endorse the 
Association for Tribal Heritage’s Summer 
Internship Program. To learn more about 
the organization, please contact Rachel 
Tribble at (800) 798-0618. 


Brighton Notice 


Brighton Incentive Awards 
ceremony will be Friday, Sept. 21. 
Time and place to be announced 
later. Look for flyers in your com- 
munity. 

Come and support all our 
youth for their achievements. 


Summer Youth Schedule Ends On Ice 


By Barbara Secody 

ESTERO —On Aug. 14, the 
staff and young people traveled to TECO 
Arena to enjoy an afternoon of ice-skat- 
ing. The arena, home of the Florida 
Everblades Professional Hockey Team 
and the Florida Firecats Arena Football 
team, has two ice skating areas: one for 
hockey and one for the general public. 

Many of the kids laced up their 
skates and headed onto the ice, showing 
off for each other the new moves, turns, 
and twists they had learned. 

Those who felt more comfortable 
in street shoes headed to the game room. 
Many of the kids (and staff) enjoyed the 
video arcade while the “ice masters” of 
the group hit the rink. 

The excitement was hard to con- 
tain for many of the young people, who 
were preparing for their last big trip of the 
summer to Disney World. The trip was 
planned for that weekend, Aug. 18-19, 
and the young ones were especially excit- 
ed. It also signaled the final week of 
recreational activities before the start of 
school. 

After a whirlwind summer 


schedule of fun and sun, the Immokalee 
youth have returned to school. Over 30 
students spent their summer vacation trav- 
eling all over the state. 

Although everyone was sad to 
see the program end, many were happy 
about returning to school. They enjoyed 
the many outings provided for them by 
the Recreation department, including vis- 
its to King Richard’s theme park, roller- 
skating, movies, bowling, fishing, and 
swimming. 

The staff at Immokalee 
Recreation, Assistant Director David 
Billie, wife Maria Billie, and workers 
Marciano Calderon and Raymond Mora 
do an excellent job with the young peo- 
ple. They have been diligent in caring for 
the youth and made it possible for the 
kids to have a good time, keeping safety 
as their main priority. 

They will have to get used to the 
peace and quiet while the kids are in 
school, but they look forward to 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and spring 
break when many activities are planned 
There are also after school activities each 
day. 


ULTIMATE 

TRAVEL & 

ENTERTAIN - 



Life is too sho 
to sit in the bac 

We offer up-frc 
seating for: 

Concerts 


❖ 


Theatre 


❖ 


Sports 


❖ 


Local & 
Nationwide 
events 


Upcoming Events: 

❖ Janet Jackson 

❖ Maxwe 1 ❖ 

❖ 70 s Soul 38am 

❖ Stevie Ni<£ks 
❖Powerhouse 2 0GKL 

❖ Beach Boy^ 

❖ Black Crowdte 

❖ Disney On #c e 

❖ Chuck Berry/Litt 

Richard 

❖ Wynonna ❖ 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-849< 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 



License 

Problems? 


We Can Help. 


Suspended 


License 


Revoked 


License 


Traffic Ticket 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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E very day it seems such a task to 
take blood sugar readings, I know 
how detrimental the act of prick- 
ing your finger and putting a drop on the 
monitor is to a diabetic. When I was first 
diagnosed with diabetes, it took a while 
■ to get used to checking my blood sugar 
■ level before breakfast, lunch, dinner, 

■ and bedtime. My fingers looked like a 
■ cork, because of the holes caused by the 
constant finger pricking. 

BfljjjH However, I learned that this is a 

PW®? 1 small price to pay in order to stay 

healthy and enjoy a long, productive 
I life. Monitoring your sugar also lets 
■ l -k'fr, f you know what types of food have a 
’ ; high sugar content. Believe me, I was 
upset when I found that certain cere- 
als and fruit had a high sugar content. 
It is a good habit to check your 

TIL SU § ar l eve l a ^ ter mea ls 1° see how 

H certain foods affect your readings. 
An Endocrinologist suggested 
that I do this in order to get a better 
idea of what foods I may want to 
cut down on or avoid. This advice 
helped, because during that time 
my blood sugar readings were pret- 
m- ty high. It helped me to remember 

- which foods I could have without 
n feeling guilty. 

» Testing your sugar after stressful sit- 

uations helps you to understand how 
stress can cause your blood sugar 
readings to increase as well. I have 
done readings when I got out of a 
stressful situation, and re-tested it 
after I exercised, to help relieve the 
stress, and I saw a decrease in my 
blood sugar reading. 

Consistent readings when you are ill help out a 
lot. At the time of my diagnosis, there were not 
too many over-the-counter medications that were 
sugar free. I had to do a lot of homework to see 
what items I could use when I had a cold or an 
upset stomach. It is a little easier now, with all the 
new sugar- free medications, but you must still be 
careful about what you take when you are ill. 
Monitoring your sugar levels, even when you are 
not on your regular schedule to do so, is helpful. 
You begin to understand what items out there, 
whether for health reasons or foods, can be help- 
ful or hurtful. Try to check your sugar often, it 
can be a big difference in your long-range blood 
sugar readings. 

Here is information, from Jeanne Hatfield, about 
monitoring your blood sugar levels. 


the Nutritionist at the clinic to create a meal plan 
that is right for you. 

Start becoming physically 
active. See the Health Educator at the 
clinic if you haven’t been active, start 
slowly. Good activities are walking 
and swimming. 

Check your feet for cuts, 
blisters, red spots, and swelling. 

Call your health care provider right f 
away about any sores that won’t 
heal. m 


To Keep in Mind along the Way: 

Stay at weight that is right for 
you. Ask your health care 
provider what you should 
weigh. 

Treat low blood 

sugar quickly with special tablets 
or gel made of glucose. Ask your 
health care provider what is best for you. 

Don’t smoke. Talk to your healthcare 
provider or the health educator about ways to 
quit. 

Learn more about diabetes and dia- 
betes self-care. Make an appointment with the 
Nutritionist and Health Educator for help on 
diabetes and self-care. 


To Do with Your Health Care Providers: 

Write down your questions and take 
them with you to each visit. 

Ask for a hemoglobin Ale test at least 
twice a year and know what your test result 
means. 

Ask for regular blood pressure checks, 
cholesterol tests, and other blood fat tests. 

Have your feet, eyes, and kidneys 
checked at least once a 
year or more often if you 
have problems. 

See your dentist 
at least twice a year. Tell 
your dentist you have dia- 
betes. 


Set Goals You 
Can Reach: 

Break a big goal into 
small steps. If you plan to 
increase your physical activ- 
ity, start by taking 5 -minute 
walks three times a week. 

Then try walking longer or 
more often. 

Make changes that 
you can stick with for the 
rest of your life. If you want 
to lose weight and keep it off, 
are active and limit portion 
sizes. Don’t just do on a “diet.” 

The Nutritionist and the Health Educator 
will be more than happy to discuss a plan 
that would be best for you. 


Taking Control of your Diabetes 

Taking control or your diabetes has 
many benefits. Keeping your blood 
sugar (also called blood glucose) 
levels in the normal range can make 
a big difference now and in the 
future. 


In the SHORT RUN you will: 

• Feel better 

• Stay healthy 

• Have more energy. 

• Prevent the signs and symp- 
toms, of high blood sugar such as: 
feeling very thirsty and tired; urinating 
often; losing a lot of weight; having 
blurred vision; and having cuts or 
bruises that are slow to heal. 


Create a Plan to Deal with Diabetes: 

Think about the reasons for 

staying in control of your blood sugar. 
Make a list and post it where you can see 
it often. 

Figure out what can tempt you 
to slip up when it comes to blood sugar 
control. Decide now how you will handle 
these events next time. 

*Reward yourself for staying 
in control. Rent a movie, buy a plant, or 
spend time with a friend. 

*Ask for a little help from 
friends and family when you’re down or 
need someone to talk to. 


In the LONG RUN you will: 

Lower your chances of having diabetes 
problems such as eye disease, kidney dis- 
ease, and nerve damage. 

Enjoy a better quality of life. 


Manage Setbacks: 

*Admit that you’ve slipped. Learn 
what you can from it. 

*Don’t be too hard on yourself. A set- 
back is not the end of the world. 

I hope these tips, on how to control your blood 
sugar readings and levels, have been informative. 
This disease is becoming the fastest growing 
problem in the American Health Care system. Do 
not become overburdened with the daily tasks of 
the blood sugar monitoring system, use it as a tool 
to help take control of your life. 

— Suzanne Davis is the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Diabetes Coordinator 


Tips to Control Blood Sugar 


Test your blood sugar. Ask your health 
care provider when and how often. 

Keep a record of your blood tests, med- 
icines, and daily events. Review the record 
with your health care 
provider. 

Take your diabetes 

% — medicine as prescribed. 

4 Eat foods to control 

m 'k jj your blood sugar. See 
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'Youth participants exercised 


Makala Snow won a fitness award for youngest participant. 
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Second Chess Tournament Held 
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By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — A second 
youth chess tournament was held on 
Aug. 7 at the DSO building. Twelve 
Seminole youth participated in the 
event, which was divided into age 
groups for this tournament. 

In the 1 1 years and under 


group, Nicole Osceola moved to victory 
by handily defeating Garrett Anderson. 
Alan Jackson took first place again in 
the 12 years and up group. He faced 
Marlon Foster in the final match. 

Others who participated in the 
tournament were Jackson Richardson, 
Alex Jackson, Krystal Young, Derrick 
Tiger, Joe 
Richardson, James 
Tiger, Daniel 
Bullard and Bobby 
Osceola. 

Congratula- 
tions to all the youth 
who participated in 
the chess tourna- 
ments, most of 
whom learned the 
game this summer 
under the guidance 
and mentoring of 
William Osceola, 
Summer Youth 
Counselor for DSO. 

Check at the 
DSO for future tour- 
nament dates and 
times. 


Chess Masters Alan Jackson and Nicole Osceola. 


Fall Invitational Shootout 

September 14 & 15, 2001 
Hollywood FL 

1 0 Man Roster 
$200.00 Entry Fee 
Pay to: Richard Osceola 
Entry Deadline: September 7 

1st Place: Cash Prize, Team Trophy & 
Individuals 

2nd Place: Team Trophy & Individuals 


3rd Place: 

Team Trophy 

To enter your 
team please 
contact the 
Seminole 
Recreation 
Department at 
(954) 989- 
9457 or Richard Osceola 
at (305) 559-8338 



Sports Notices 


Team Florida Swimming 
Time Trials will be on Saturday, 
September 15. 

Do you want to know if you 
could qualify for Team Florida at the 
2002 North American Indigenous 
Games? 

If you do we will be having 
the 4th qualifying time trail at the 
International Swimming Hall of Fame 
Pool in Fort Lauderdale at 10 a.m. 

The team will be picked by the end of 
the year, so if you are interested, then 
please call Kristin to sign up for the 
4th time trail at (954) 989-9457. 

Swimming practice is held on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m. Begin practice now, 
so you will be ready for the 4th swim- 
ming time trail. For more information, 
call Kristin. 

Hoop-It-Up comes to 
Gulfstream Park to be held on Oct. 
20-21. Official 3-on-3 basketball tour 
of the NBA and NBC Sports comes 
back to South Florida. 

The tour stops in 42 U.S. 
cities this year - offers divisional com- 
petition for players’ ages 8 and older 
and all skill levels. Teams consist of 
up to four players (includes one substi- 
tute) and must register by Wednesday, 
Oct. 10. 

Teams can register online at 
www.hoopitup.com or call (305) 655- 
3288 to receive registration informa- 
tion. Forms for discounted team entry 
are available at area FootLocker 
stores. The entry fee is $112 per team 
($148 for Top Gun division) provides 
each team at least three scheduled 
games. Spectator admission is free. A 
portion of the entry fees will benefit 
local high schools. 

Deadline to register is 
Wednesday, Oct. 10. Teams are placed 
into divisions according to similar age, 
height and playing ability; Ages: 8 and 
older. 

Hoop-It-Up is sponsored 
nationally by Gatorade Thirst 
Quencher, Gatorade Energy Bar, 
FootLocker, U.S. Army, Slim Jim, 
Spalding and Southwest 
Airlines. Local sponsors 
are Sunshine Network, 

Power 96, 99 Jamz and 
Baptist Hospital. 

Hoop-It-Up is 
managed and produced 
by Host Communications, 

Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Bull Run Corporation (NASDAQ: 
BULL). The NBA is composed of 29 
teams in the United States and 
Canada and is one of the world’s 
largest providers of sports and 
entertainment programming. 

NBA.com is the NBA’s official 


website with nearly six million impres- 
sions per day. 

Pull on your boots and sad- 
dle up - it’s time once again for the 
largest professional rodeo in the 
Southeast - the Silver Spurs Rodeo of 
Champions. As the 107th semi-annual 
event draws near, it’s time to “steer” 
toward Kissimmee to watch some of 
the nation’s top cowboys and girls 
compete for thousands of dollars in 
prize money and national rankings in 
one of the world’s most dangerous 
sports. 

The Silver Spurs Rodeo is the 
oldest professional rodeo in Florida. 
Now in its 57th year, the Silver Spurs 
Rodeo offers something for everyone! 
Whether it’s the live country-western 
music, the down home atmosphere, or 
the pure thrill and excitement of rodeo 
competition, the Silver Spurs Rodeo’s 
heritage has it roped down to perfec- 
tion. 

With tickets affordably priced 
at just $12 for adults and $7 for kids 
12 and under, a family of four can 
attend for less than the price of a sin- 
gle admission to surrounding area 
theme parks. 

The rodeo rides into action on 
Saturday, Oct. 6 at 7 p.m. and contin- 
ues through Sunday, Oct. 7 at 2:30 
p.m. With plans to construct a new 
indoor arena, the traditional authentici- 
ty of this outdoor venue will soon 
come to a close. 



R & R Hosts Second Summer Pool Tournament 


By Libby Blake 

CLEWISTON — R & R 

Lounge hosted its second pool tournament 
of the summer on Sunday Aug. 19. Tribal 
member Connie Williams helped coordi- 
nate the event, which drew players from 
Big Cypress, Brighton, Okeechobee, 
Pahokee, Hollywood, Trail, Fort Myers 
and the Clewiston area. 

Both 8-Ball and 9-Ball tourna- 
ments for men and women were played in 
open competition. Big Cypress Recreation 
Director George Grasshopper ran the 
brackets for both events. 

Winners in the 8 -Ball division 
were as follows: Men: 1st place - Corey 
Penrod, 2nd place - David Cypress, 3rd 
place - Marrion Wiseman, 4th place - 
Tommy Vann, 5th place - Rich Schau. 

Women: 1st place - Cathy 
Phillips, 2nd place - Louise Jim, 3rd 


place - Dale 
Grasshopper, 4th place 

- Tanya Miller, 5th 
place - Esther Buster. 

9-Ball top fin- 
ishers were: Men: 1st 
place - Glen Olson, 

2nd place - Corey 
Penrod, 3rd place - 
David Nunez, 4th place 

- Dale Breland. 
Women: 1st place - 
Connie Williams, 2nd 
place - Esther Buster, 
3rd place - Cathy 
Phillips. 

The next tour- 
nament is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, 
Nov. 4 in honor of 
Veterans Day. 



8-Ball winners L/R: Cathy Phillips, Louise Jim, Tanya 
Miller, Esther Buster (missing - Dale Grasshopper). 


5th Annual Randolph Clay Memorial Pool Tournament Held 





By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Family and 
friends gathered at the Hollywood Gym 
on Aug. 24 - 25 to remember Randolph 
Clay, visit with each other, eat lots of 
food, and shoot some pool. 

Brande Clay, daughter of the late 
Randolph, coordinated the weekend’s 
activities, which were sponsored by 
Councilman Max Osceola Jr., with help 
from her grandmother, Betty Osceola. 

Friday night started with 59 
youth and 2 1 seniors taking to the tables 
in 8-ball competition. Ray Yzaguirre III 
came in determined to take back the title 
he relinquished last year in the youth boys 
division, while JoJo Osceola was equally 
determined to keep the title she won last 
year from sister Phalyn. 

Competition was fierce but 
friendly throughout the evening as the 
Immokalee youth tried to make an impres- 
sion on their Hollywood, Big Cypress and 
Brighton counterparts. “Little Ray” and 
JoJo fulfilled their goals as both players 
advanced undefeated to take the top spots 
for the boys and girls divisions, respec- 
tively. 

Ildy Garcia found himself in the 
same position as last year, losing an early 
match and fighting his way back to take 


Betty Osceola presented gift certificates to some familiar and some new faces in the 
Youth Boys Division. Ray Yzaguirre III (far right) reclaimed the title. 


Betty Osceola took the women’s 
top spot, going undefeated throughout the 
night. Annie Jumper, last year’s winner, 
settled for second. Mabel Osceola, Jenny 
Johns, Alice Sweat and Maydell Osceola 
rounded out the top six. 

Seniors Scotch Doubles was next 
up on the agenda. Nine teams competed 
for the top six places. Winners were as 


Senior Scotch doubles winners can still smile after over five hours of shooting pool. 


the second position. Third place went to 
Angelo Colon, fourth to Miguel Mata, 
fifth to Nick Jumper and sixth spot to 
Dominic Venzor. 

In the girls’ division, newcomers 
Ashley Harjo and Ashley Billie took sec- 
ond and third positions. Alex Sanchez and 
Janet Mata repeated last year’s standings 
taking the fourth and fifth spots. Sixth 
place went to Nikki Davis. 

The seniors division saw new 
winners in both the men’s and women’s 
categories. Last year’s top man, Jimmy 
Bert had to settle for fifth when Steven 
Bowers gave him his second loss. 

Bowers then faced off with 
Moke Osceola in his bid to advance. 
Osceola held strong and was able to fend 
off Bowers, who had to settle for third. 
Next up was Russell Osceola, who handi- 
ly defeated Moke and advanced to the 
finals. 

Coming into the finals from the 
winner’s bracket was Joe Junior Billie. 
Russell Osceola, who would have to beat 
Billie twice in order to take the top spot, 
won the first game but was unable to get 
the advantage in the second game to over- 
take Billie. Russell would have to settle 
for the second spot giving top honors to 
Billie. 


follows: 1st place - Keno King and Esther 
Buster, 2nd place - Buddy and Alice 
Sweat, 3rd place - Ronnie Doctor and 
Mabel Osceola, 4th place - Russell and 
Juanita Osceola, 5th place - Joe Junior 
Billie and Annie Jumper, 6th place - 
Harley Roberts and Louise Osceola. 

On Saturday the action started at 
noon with 49 men and 25 women taking 
to the tables. Woody Wilson was able to 


bring it home for the third consecutive 
time, while Theresa Boromei took back 
the top spot she lost last year to Carlene 
Osceola. 

David Nunez placed second 
among the men, with David Cypress fin- 
ishing in the third spot. Fourth through 
sixth, placing in the money, were Tony 
Billie, Jamie Smith, and Charles Osceola 

The top finishers, after Boromei, 
among the women were Carlene Osceola, 
Laura Clay, Prima Primeaux, Louise Jim, 
and Patti Wilson. 

Scotch Doubles competition fol- 
lowed. Woody Wilson teamed up with 
Dale Grasshopper to take the title from 
the winner’s bracket. George Grasshopper 
and Theresa Boromei would have to settle 
for second place - again. 

Third spot went to Tony Billie 
and Brenda Cypress, fourth to Raymond 
Garza and Virginia Billie, fifth to Milo 
Osceola and Prima Primeaux, and sixth to 
Dusty Nunez and Emma Jane Urbina. 

An open 9-ball tournament, held 
* after the all-Indian events, was sponsored 
by Councilman David Cypress. Entry fee 
was $20 per player for the race-to-three 
double elimination event. 

Winners were as follows: Men: 

1 st place - Sam Monday, 2nd place - 
Glen Olson, 3rd place - Big Bob 
Osbourne, 4th place - George 
Grasshopper, 5th place - Corey Penrod. 
Women: 1st place - Margie (No last name 
please), 2nd place - Patti Wilson, 3rd 
place - Crystal (No last name please), 4th 
place - Libby Blake, 5th place - Virginia 
Billie. 

The crew at Sonny’s Sub Shop 
provided catering on both Friday night 
and Saturday. 


Seniors’ Women Division winners L/R: Annie Jumper, Mabel Osceola, Betty 
Osceola, Jenny Johns and Alice Sweat. 


Basketball Summer League Ends With Playoffs 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 
Recreation hosted the Final Four of the 
Basketball Summer League series. The 
Final Four leads to the state champi- 
onships and it had to be determined as to 
which team would be the best to carry out 
this task. 

The four teams in question were 
the Raiders, Big Cypress, All American 
(sponsored by the Tribe), and Seminole 
Wholesale. The first game was played 
was between the Raiders who were 
defeated by the All Americans 64-40. 
The second game pitted Big Cypress 
against Seminole Wholesale, which 
Wholesale took 72 - 68. 

It was now time for the two top 
teams to play their best against each other. 
During the game filled with high emo- 
tions and a lot of sweat it seemed pretty 
close at times as both teams caught up to 
each other with one team making a few 
needed points here and there. 

But towards the end it became 
apparent as to who would walk away with 
the Final Four-Championship Title. With 


as little as two minutes left the All 
American team, who had pulled well 
ahead of Wholesale, saw their lead dwin- 
dle as Wholesale made some hard driving 
points that eventually put them on top. 
Final score 67-63. 

Seminole Wholesale will now 


get the chance to go to the state finals to 
see if they have what it takes to be called 
state champions. Team members include 
Leon Frazier, Clarence Dixon, Terence 
Blum, Eddie Buzzard, Terry Herbert, Eric 
Williams, and Lester Clark. 



The Seminole Wholesale team will head to the state finals after winning Final Four. 
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Health Comer ❖ Chaneege enchoge ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 

Tobacco Awareness Targeted To Native Americans 


The Florida Department of 
Health’s Division of Health Awareness & 
Tobacco recently released a new brochure 
that discusses the prevalence of smoking 
and tobacco consumption among Native 
Americans. The brochure also provides 
information on the dangers of second 
hand smoke and offers information on 
tobacco cessation programs. 

Entitled, “Native Americans and 
Smoking: What You Should Know,” the 
brochure is currently available at Florida 
Department of Health, Tobacco 
Prevention offices, located in each county 
throughout the state. 


Native Americans have the high- 
est occurrence of chewing and spit tobac- 
co use in the nation, according to recent 
statistics compiled by the Florida 
Department of Health. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention estimates 
that 52 percent of Native American chil- 
dren aged 12 and older use cigarettes. 

The “Native Americans and 
Smoking” brochure is the latest tool in a 
comprehensive anti-tobacco initiative to 
prevent and reduce tobacco use among 
youth and adults. The Division of Health 
Awareness and Tobacco develops pro- 
grams and services for the residents of the 


state of Florida that aim to provide tobac- 
co prevention and awareness for Florida’s 
youth, adults and concerned citizens. 

Since its inception in 1997, the anti-tobac- 
co initiative is credited with reducing teen 
smoking rates by 40 percent among mid- 
dle school students and 1 8 percent among 
high school students. The Florida program 
is funded by the $11.3 billion settlement 
reached with tobacco companies. 

Information on tobacco use ces- 
sation classes is available through the 
American Lung Association at 800- 
LUNG-USA, or the American Cancer 
Society at 800-227-2345. 


As the Pounds Melt Away 


By Health Education 

Big Cypress is getting smaller! Well... the Tribal 
Members and employees are anyway J. The participants shead 
a total of 1 82 pounds during the most recent Weight Loss 
Contest. Big Cypress celebrated the latest Weight Loss 
Contest on August 16, 2001 with a great lunch. Healthly 
nutiriton tips were provided by Jennifer Duncan who is the 
Nutritionist for the Hollywood, Big Cypress and Immokalee 
Reservations. 

Mitchell Cypress, Acting Chairman/President and 
Fitness Instructor Vicky Barogiannis presented the awards to 
the Winners. In the Tribal/Community Member Women’s 
division Vera Herrera achieved 1 st ; Wendy Cypress 2nd and 
Celesta Osceola 3rd with Honorable Mentions to Helene 
Buster and Candy Cypress. In the Men’s division Earl 
Kirkland took 1st and Charley Cypress 2nd place. In the 
Employee Women’s division 1st Place went to Tamara Parrish 
from Ahfachkee; a 2nd Place Tie was awarded to Wilma 
Brown from Preschool and Karen Jackman from Ahfachkee; 
3rd went to Irma Platt from BC Cattle and Range. In the 
Employee Men’s division Michael L. Onco, Sr. from the 
Family Services Program took 1st Place; and 2nd was awarded 
to Patrick McElroy from the Education Department. 

The Weight Loss Contest is sponsored by the Big 
Cypress Represenative David Cypress; the Presidential Fitness 
Program; the Big Cypress Recreation Department and the 
Seminole Health Department. 

We would like to thank all of the participant of the 
Big Cypress Weight Loss Contest. 

Being overweight is not good for your health. You are 
more likely to develop heart trouble, high blood pressure, dia- 
betes, or other problems if you are overweight. The best way 
to lose weight is to eat fewer calories and become more active. 
You bum more calories with regular exercise. Fewer of these 
calories are then stored as fat. Below are tips that may help 
you lose weight. Ask your local Health Educator and 
Nutritionist for the best weight loss plan for you. 

Eat a well balanced diet from the food guide pyramid. 

Do not try a crash or fad diet that suggests you eat less than 


1200 calories each day. 

Weigh yourself each week. Do not be worried about small 
daily changes in your weight. You should not lose more than 
one to two pounds a week. There may be weeks when you do 
not lose weight. This is normal. But, stay on your diet and you 
will again start to lose weight. As you exercise you may gain 
muscle mass. Muscle weighs more than fat and this may make 
your readings on the scale confusing. You can also measure 
inches at the chest, waist and thighs to give you a better picture 
of the changes in your body as you diet and exercise. 

Eat high fiber and starchy foods such as whole grain breads, 
whole grain pasta, or potatoes. Cooked dried beans are also 
high in fiber. 

You should eat 5 or more fruits and vegetables each day. The 
vegetables may be eaten raw or steamed. Eat cooked vegeta- 
bles without sauces and with little margarine. Vegetables are a 
healthy snack food instead of high fat or high calorie foods. 

Do not drink a lot of fmit juice because it has many calories. 
You are better off eating the fmit than just drinking the juice. 
Bake, roast, or broil your food instead of frying. Remove all fat 
from meats and skin from poultry before cooking. 

Use low fat and fat free dairy products, salad dressings, and 
cheeses. 

Stay away from foods high in sugar, such as candy, cookies, 
and pastries. 

Avoid high fat snacks such as nuts, chips, and chocolate foods. 
Drink 6 to 8 glasses of water each day. This is the same 
amount as 4 to 7 soda pop cans of liquid. 

Limit how much alcohol you drink because alcoholic drinks 
have many calories. 

Enjoy your food by sitting down and eating slowly. Do not 
skip meals. Mealtime should be relaxing and enjoyable. 

Check with the clinic before you start to exercise again. 

Find a weight loss “buddy,” club, or support group. This will 
help you stay with your weight loss program. 

Talk to your local Health Educator and Nutritionist monthly to 
be sure your diet is working. Tell him/her if you are frustrated 
with your diet. 


Health Notice 


September is National Food 
Safety Education Month, an annual 
observance to focus attention on the 
importance of safe food handling and 
preparation in both home and commer- 
cial kitchens. This year’s theme is Be 
Cool - Chill Out ! Refrigerate Promptly. 

Harmful bacteria grow most 
rapidly in the Danger Zone - the unsafe 
temperatures between 40 and 140 F - so 
it’s important to keep food out of this 
temperature range. In addition, cold 
temperatures keep most harmful bacteria 
from growing; therefore, refrigerating 


food quickly is key! 

Make sure temperature in 
refrigerator is 40 F or below and 0 F or 
below in freezer. 

Use a refrigerator/freezer ther- 
mometer to check temperature. Don’t 
overfill. Cool air must circulate to help 
keep food safe. 

Refrigerate or freeze perish- 
able, prepared food and leftovers within 
2 hours of purchase or preparation or 
within 1 hour if the temperature is above 
90 F. 

Thaw food in refrigerator. For 


quick thawing, submerge in cold water 
in airtight container or bag, or thaw in a 
microwave and cook the food immedi- 
ately. 

Divide large quantities of left- 
overs into shallow containers for quicker 
cooling in refrigerator. 

Marinate food in the refrigera- 
tor 

When transporting food, place 
cold food in a cooler with a cold source 
such as ice or commercial freezing gels. 
Keep the cooler in the coolest part of 
your car, rather than in a hot trunk. 


Tribal Members Featured In Fitness Magazine 



Billie Micco and Mable Haught have been walking for years. 


Seminole Tribal members 
lead the way in teaching oth- 
ers how to take care of their 
Diabetes In Health For Native 
Life Magazine. Mitchell 


Cypress, Jennie, Cierra, 
Adrian Baker, Billy Micco, 
Mable Haught, Rita Gopher 
and Arica Buck all were fea- 
tured in this issue. 



President Mitchell Cypress apeared on the cover of Health 
for Native Life magazine. 



team of three... 

and we’re 
fighting diabetes 


Jennie Baker (Seminole) and her children. Cierra 
and Adrian, ane all taking steps to stay fieaithy 
and live long. Jennie lias diabetes, and does not 
want Cierra or Adrian to get it. They walk together, 
and eat good food. 


The Human Resources Department 



Donna Cizmar, Martin “Woody” Woodside, 
Belinda Fernandez, Jean Fontana, Bret Freeman, 
Anthony Frank and Barbara Billie. 


The Human 

Resources Department is the 
hub for all personnel functions 
of Tribal employees. Our 
office is located on the first 
floor, in room 117, just behind 
the elevators. The general 
office number is (954) 967- 
3403 and our fax number is 
(954) 967-3477. 

If you’re looking to 
make adjustments to your 401 
K contributions, or simply 
learn more about our plan, 
then Barbara Billie at exten- 
sion 1131 is the lady that you 
want to see. 

However, if you’re 
looking for information on the employee 
health plan, or have a Workman’s 
Compensation related issue, call Belinda 
Fernandez, Benefits Coordinator, at exten- 
sion 1135. 

Anthony Frank is the “PA man,” 
any concerns about what needs to accom- 
pany the paperwork and how it needs to 
be completed should be directed to his 
extension at 1137. 

To find out information on the 
latest job openings, and how to get the 
hiring process started, give recruiter Bret 
Freeman a call at extension 1132. 

Martin Woodside, more popular- 


ly known as “Woody,” is the Tribe’s 
Background Investigator and any ques- 
tions regarding drug testing or back- 
ground criteria required for employment 
should be sent his direction at extension 
1134. 

Donna Cizmar, the sunshine of 
the entire department, is our receptionist 
and also handles employment verifica- 
tions. She can be reached at extension 
1136. 

Last, but certainly not least, is 
Mrs. Jean Fontana, Acting Director of the 
Human Resources Department, her exten- 
sion is 1130. 


Information Services 



John Anderson xl226 Network Administrator- Ac ting Director; Glenda Waser xl232 
Administrative Assistant; Shawn Fernandez xl325 Telecommunications Manager; Walt 
Radowicz xl339 Telecommunications Technician; Kevin Moran xl236 Trainer; Mario 
Silva xl228 Microcomputer Support Manager; Joe Aranda xl237 Microcomputer 
Support Specialist. Call xl234 for any requests regarding computers or telephones. 


Seminole Preschool Language Department 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminoles are concerned about the possi- 
ble loss of their language. An article, pub- 
lished in the Journal of American Indian 
Education, points 
out that, “With 
such loss comes 
less participation in 
traditional tribal 
cultures.” It is a 
sensitive and chal- 
lenging situation 
that the Seminole 
Tribe is trying to 
prevent. 

The 

Seminole 
Preschool 
Language 
Department is an 
excellent example 
of Tribal members 
helping each other, 
and the Seminole 
children, to pre- 
serve the Mikasuki 
language. The 
Preschool 
Language 
Department in 
Hollywood, direct- 
ed by Josephine 
Motlow North, is 
doing an outstand- 
ing job teaching at 
the primary level. 

The staff 
members are: 

Annie Tiger- 
Infants/ 1 year olds; 

Juanita 

Osceola/Holly 
Tiger-2 year olds; 

Maydell Osceola, 3 
year olds; Cornelia 
Osceola/Herbert 
Jim-4&5 year olds; Erica Deitz, Materials 
& Artistic Development; Patricia Wilcox, 
Materials Development Assistant. 

The language lessons accompany 
the Portage Units teaching method, a stan- 
dard learning method used in many pre- 
school programs. The children receive 
lessons in English and Mikasuki. 

They learn Mikasuki sounds, 
alphabet, words, verbs, and nouns. Using 
flash cards and developed printed materi- 
als that show everything from colors to 
animals, the staff members have put their 
hearts into this work. 


Classes are usually kept to a 30- 
minute minimum, to keep the child’s 
attention. A CD with interactive lessons 
has also been developed by the staff . The 
department also has an afterschool pro- 
gram for students 
to participate in 
language lessons. 

One of the 
department’s teach- 
ers, Herbert Jim, is 
working with stu- 
dents from the 
Chickee Academy 
Language classes 
as part of outreach 
effort. In commu- 
nity affairs 
involvement, the 
children of the pre- 
school recited the 
Pledge to the 
Seminole Flag at 
the Hard Rock 
Hotel ground 
breaking ceremony 
and the recent 
Seminole 
Inauguration. 

The 

Language 
Department’s dedi- 
cation stems from 
the belief that they 
are not only teach- 
ing a child a lan- 
guage, they are 
helping to preserve 
a treasure among 
the Seminole peo- 
ple. 

The 

accomplishments 
in the development 
of curriculum and 
materials are out- 
standing, consider- 
ing the program was begun less than 3 
years ago. The preschool was temporarily 
housed in the old Tribal Office building at 
that time, with only a small space provid- 
ed for the Language Department in the 
lobby. 

Now, located at the new DSO 
building, the staff and children have an 
excellent facility in which to work and 
learn. 

Because of the commitment and 
efforts of the Seminole Preschool 
Language Department staff, the Seminole 
culture will endure. 



(Back) Mabel Haught, Oneva Baxley, 
Diane Smith, Diane Snow, Agnes Bert, 
(front) Onnie Osceola, Mary Alice Smith. 



Brenda Henry, June Jumper, Louise 
Jumper, Judy Jim. 



Patricia Wilcox, Annie Tiger, Austin 
Billie, Eric Deitz, Maydell, Juanita and 
Cornelia Osceola, Holly Tiger, Herbert 
Jim and Josephine North. 


Florida Governor's Council on Indian Affairs Liaison 


Stephen D. Bowers, as the 
Liaison for the Florida Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs, is responsible 
for, but not limited to, the following: 
Establish working relationships with the 
Florida Legislature in cooperation with 
the office of the General Counsel of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Florida 
Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, 

Inc. (FGCIA, Inc.) 

Assist in establishing eligibility for Tribal 
participation in state programs. 

Assist in obtaining an annual appropria- 
tion for Seminole/Miccosukee Scholarship 
Program. 

Economic Development. 

Community Development. 

Consultation of Tribal needs with FGCIA, 
Inc. staff. 

Assist in establishing working relation- 
ships with state board, committees, com- 
missions, councils, etc. 

Monitor state and federal legislation 
affecting tribes. 

Assist in responding to various questions 


from legislative staff, state program staff, 
and various community organizations 
related to the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

In addition to the above activi- 
ties, Stephen has been active in obtaining 
benefits for eligible veterans. Recently, he 
has assisted Vietnam Veterans with appli- 
cations for benefits associated with Type 
II Diabetes- Agent Orange exposure. 

Stephen also helped Haskell 
Indian Nations University develop a video 
about Vietnam-era veterans and Vietnam 
combat veterans. 

He is also active with Leadership 
Broward, a volunteer service organization, 
and helps the group to learn more about 
the present day Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
He has also assisted in activities associat- 
ed with Stranahan House. 

Stephen’s office is located on the 
fourth floor of the Tribal Government 
Building, next to the Chairman’s office. 
Stephen can be reached at (954) 966- 
6300, ext. 1480. 
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Summer Fun Comes To An End 



By Barbara Secody 

FT. MYERS-NAPLES, FL — After a 
whirlwind summer schedule of fun and sun, the 
Immokalee youth have returned back to school. The 
30 or more youth spent their summer vacation travel- 
ing all over the state to enjoy a host of fun 
activities. 


been King Richard’s theme park, roller-skating, 
movies, bowling, fishing and swimming. 

The staff at Immokalee Recreation has done 
an excellent job with the young people. They have 
been diligent in caring for the youth - (at least they 


Immokalee Recreation kids enjoy the ice at TECO Arena. 


On Tuesday, August 14, the staff 
and young people traveled to TECO Arena to 
enjoy an afternoon of ice-skating. TECO 
Arena - better known as home of the Florida 
Everblades (Professional Hockey Team). The 
huge facility has two ice arenas: one for 
hockey and one for the general public to 
enjoy pleasure skating. 

Many of the kids eventually geared 
up with their skates and headed out onto the 
ice. They had a great time showing each ^ 
other their new moves, turns and twists they © 
had learned. For those who felt more com- $ 
fortable in street shoes, the game room was § 
the place to be. Many of the kids (and staff) | 
enjoyed the video arcade while the rest of the M 
group opted for the ice sport. 

A feeling of excitement was hard for 
the young people to contain as they were 
preparing for their big trip to Orlando’s 
Disney World. The trip was planned for that upcom- 
ing weekend, and the young ones were especially 
excited. It also signaled that the final week of recre- 
ational activities would be at hand before the start of 
school for them. 

Although everyone was sad to see the pro- 
gram end, many were happy about returning to 
school, stating that they also like attending school. 
They have all enjoyed the many outings provided for 
them by the Recreation department. Some of the 
other activities they have enjoyed this summer have 


didn’t loose any of them); and have made it possible 
for the kids to have a good time - yet keeping safety 
as their main priority. They will have to get used to 
the peace and quiet while the kids are in school, but 
they can look forward to more activities next summer 
- besides there is always Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and spring break so they don’t get too lonesome for 
the kids: and then there will be the after school activ- 
ities to look forward to. Stay tuned for highlights 
from the summer programs! 


Farewell Lunch Held 
For Nancy Newlan 

By Alexandra Frank 

On Friday August 25, 2001 Seminole Tribal employees 
gathered at the New China Buffet to say farewell to Nancy Newlan, 
a three-year employee of the Seminole Tribe. Nancy worked in the 
Accounting Department with the title of Junior Accountant. 

Nancy had worked for Horkey and Associates before she 
came to the Tribe. As many of you know Horkey and Associates are 
the people who help Tribal members file for their taxes. 

Good luck to you Nancy and we wish you well in whatev- 
er course life takes you through. 



Legends 

Continued from page 1 

Seminoles as Told by Betty Mae Jumper, 
served from 1967 to 1971 as the Florida Seminole 
Chairperson, the only Florida Seminole woman ever 
elected. She has received numerous honors, including 
a Florida Department of State Folklife Heritage 
Award and a Doctorate of Humane Fetters from 
Florida State University (both in 1994). In 1997, she 
received the first Fifetime Achievement Award ever 
presented by the Native American Journalists 
Association and was named Woman of the Year by 
the Florida Commission on the Status of Women. She 
lives in Hollywood and Big Cypress, Florida. 


Patsy West, director of the Seminole/ 
Miccosukee Photographic Archive in Ft. Fauderdale, 
is a noted ethnohistorian and an active 
Preservationist. She has won awards for her historical 
series “Reflections,” published in the Seminole 
Tribune since 1985, and is the author of The 
Enduring Seminoles: From Alligator Wrestling to 
Ecotourism (UPF, 1998), which received the Harry T. 
and Harriet V. Moore Award for best social and 
ethnographic history from the Florida Historical 
Society and a certificate of commendation from the 
American Association of State and Focal Historians. 
November. 176 pp. 6X9. Jacket. 

28 b/w photos, 2 maps, bibliography, index. ISBN 0- 
8130-2285-1 Cloth, $24.95. 
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How To Get Ready For College 


By Dr. Dean Chavers, Director 

Last month I wrote in this column about 
how counselors are letting Indian students down. I 
promptly got an e-mail from Dr. Dot Witter at 
Oklahoma State. She told me counselors are so busy 
with discipline, scheduling, and monitoring that they 
don’t have time for college preparation or scholar- 
ships. 

No doubt she is right. So the problem is 
really one of leadership. It goes to the Principal, the 
superintendent, and the school board. They have to 
spell out what they want. 

But after processing 83 new applications for 
scholarships for this Fall; I have to unburden myself 
again. Too many of the students who apply to us had 
too many gaps in their education. Let’s review what 
you need to do, students, to get ready for college. 

First, you need to take college prep cours- 
es. This means four years of English, four or five 
years of math (medical and science major need cal- 
culus), two or more years of foreign language, three 
years of science, plus history and government. Three 
other things: you need to read at least one library 
book a week (a good one), learn how to keyboard 
and use computers, and learn how to write well 
(demand at least two essays a week). 

Second, before you leave high school you 
need to decide what you want to do. You should 
have some clear ideas of your talents. For instance, 
or you a language person, a math person, a science 
person, a people person, or just what? Do you like to 
work with animals? What motivates you? What 
makes you do your best? Over 80% of students with 
clear career choices finish college. Only 30% of 
those with no choices finish. And most Native stu- 
dents leave this question blank on college applica- 
tions and the SDQ. 

Third, you need to study hard. You should 
be studying at least three hours a day. In college you 
will study six to ten hours a day or flunk out. If you 
ride the bus 60 miles to school, study or read for that 
hour on the way in and on the way home. Too many 
high-talent Indian students are just walking through 
high school, not studying at all (as a couple of the 
apps I just processed admitted). If your high school 
is too easy, find ways to make it hard. Take some 
Internet courses. Take some early-admit college 
courses. 

Fourth, you need to work. This can be dur- 
ing school (not recommended); over Christmas 
breaks, on the weekends, or during the summer. If no 
one will pay you, go work for someone for no pay. 
You need to learn responsibility - showing up every 
day, on time, neatly dressed, alert, and ready to be 
productive. Not working at some point in high school 
is a definite negative. Senior citizens can use your 
help. You can help Grandpa on his ranch. Work at 
Burger Kind. Do something. 

Fifth, you need to go to summer camps. 

We have a list of 50 of them, many of which pay all 
the costs. We will send you this list free. Start after 
the sixth grade, and go two to four times. Summer 
camp alumni go to college over 80% of the time. It’s 
all right to have one fun camp, but mostly they 
should be academic camps. 

Sixth, you need to visit some college cam- 
puses, even if just for sports or social events. You 
need to become comfortable being on your own, 
away from your family, for a day or two at a time. 
College almost always takes you away from your 
family, while you are going. You can come right 
back home after you finish, so your will just be there 
a short while. 

Seventh, you need to find ways to pay for 
college before you start the twelfth grade. If both 
your parents are working, and if they make over 
$40,000 a year, you will get little if any financial aid. 
It is need based. Your alternative is to find all the pri- 
vate scholarship for which you are eligible. There are 
between 50,000 and 100,000 of them in the U.S. Use 
the scholarship directories in your local college 
library, the internet (www.fastweb.com), and ask 
around in your local community to see what is out 
there. Engineering and science students can find 40 
or more scholarships, and fine arts students will find 
15 or more. 

Eighth, you need to get excellent grades. 
You may need to take the test several times. One 
young lady whose application we just processed took 
the ACT and scored a 19. This is the 44th percentile - 
not high enough to get her into an Ivy League 
college. She studied hard and took it a second 
time, scoring 20, the 50th percentile. This was 
still not good enough. On the third try she 
scored a 22, which is the 65th percentile. On 
the fourth try she got 23, the 70th percentile. 

She finally got into her Ivy League college. 

She should not have had to struggle so 
hard as a senior does. But if you have to do 
this, do it. If you have studied hard all the way 
through high school, you will score well above 
the 50th percentile on the first try. To be even 
more prepared, take the PSAT and/or the PACT 
as a junior. 

The most inexcusable broken record 
in the essays I just read was the whining about 
getting low scores on the SAT and the ACT. 

The typical Indian student with 3.8 GPA does 


not score at the 90th percentile or higher, but at the 
50th or even lower. I read one last night whose score 
was at the fourth percentile! Don’t make excuses. 

The reason their scores are low is their high schools 
cheated them by not challenging them. Don’t make 
excuses and whine. Do better. Try hard. 

I am firmly convinced that the best way to 
improve your ACT or SAT scores is to read vora- 
ciously. Don’t read trash (mystery novels, romances, 
adventure stories, sports stories, scary stories). Read 
classic literature. The three most important things to 
do to prepare for college? READ, READ, READ. 

It should go without saying that you need to 
be in school every day, but let’s say it, Be in school 
every day. If there is some infectious disease that is 
killing people at your school, don’t go. If a hurricane 
is going to blow it down, don’t go. Otherwise, be in 
school every day. 

Tenth, you need to exhibit some leadership. 
If something needs to be done, do it. If there is bro- 
ken glass on the playground, get a broom or a rake 
and a shovel and remove it. If there is an unsafe con- 
dition at your school or on your buses, bring it to the 
attention of your principal. If younger students need 
to learn to read, volunteer to help them. Don’t be a 
glory hog by running for every office. Be a person 
who tries to make the world a better place, a person 
who cares, a problem solver. 

Eleventh, you need to be involved in 
extracurricular activities. This could be the year- 
book, the FBLA, the Aero Club, the Key Club, 
cheerleading, football, student government, or any of 
dozens of other activities. Get involved, enjoy your- 
self while you are at it, and you will learn things 
without even knowing you are learning. 

Twelfth, you need to keep in touch with 
your Tribe. Often I am appalled at the lack of 
knowledge exhibited by college seniors about what is 
happening with their Tribes. They talk in platitudes 
and generalities, so I know they have no clue as to 
what the issues are. 

I read so many of these types of essays that 
it is like a breath of fresh air to get one that is clear 
on the issues. I try to tell students that Catching the 
Dream is in business to serve the needs of Tribes. I 
wonder how many of our applicants have ever 
attended a meeting of the tribal council. 

Thirteenth, you should attend the best col- 
lege that will take you. Indian students are in 
demand. Every one of the 320 graduates who have 
received scholarships from Catching the Dream is 
working. That’s right, they have 100% employment. 
And they will all be working as long as they want to. 
Don’t settle for the second best college. 

Who wants Indian graduates? The FBI, the 
Justice Department, the State Department, General 
Motors, General Mills, General Foods, Microsoft. In 
fact everyone out there wants Indian graduates. 

Ant the ones who need them the most are 
Tribes. Tribes need doctors, nurses, dentists, teachers, 
social workers, engineers, computer programmers, 
biologists, hydrologists, and graduates in many other 
professions. If you get a degree of almost any kind, 
Tribes need you. 

My main frustration in life is the lack of 
help our Indian students get from counselors. The 
problem is a structural one. People - students, teach- 
ers, parents, counselors, principals, school board 
members, and superintendents - need to be doing the 
right thing. The right thing is pushing Indian students 
much harder than they are being pushed. 

All Indian students need to be directed 
toward college. We are sending only 17% of our 
Indian students on to college. The U.S. is sending 
70% of its high school graduates on to college. In ten 
years it will be 80%. 

We need to overhaul our schools, it’s true. 

In a national survey I did last year, a large number of 
Indian high schools do not even have a science lab. 
But what we need to overhaul more is the behavior 
of students, teachers, parents, and counselors. 

It’s time to push Indian students to the top. 
It’s time to recognize the genius of the Native intel- 
lect. It’s time to start doing the right things. If the 
schools aren’t helping you, students, do it yourself. 

Dr. Chavers is Director of Catching the 
Dream, a national scholarship organization for 
Native students. He can be reached at (505) 262- 
2351 orNscholarsh@aol.com. 


Open House 

Ahfachkee School Open House is 
scheduled for Thursday, September 27, 2001. 

Open House will start after school from 
2:30 until 7:00 p.m. Dinner will be served 
from 5:00 until 6:00 p.m. Visitations of class- 
room/worksite areas can occur anytime 
before and after dinner. 

All staff are expected to be present for 
the full duration of this special event. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Preschool Program In Service Training 



The most important part of the seminar was receiving and 
renewing certification in adult, infant, and child CPR. 


By Janice Billie 

HOLLYWOOD — The Pre- 
school Department held its annual in-serv- 
ice training seminar at the Hilton Airport 
Hotel on Aug. 9. Seminole Pre-school 
employees, including the Language and 
Culture teachers, participated in the two- 
day seminar. In-service training seminars 
are held at least twice throughout the year 
so the staff can review all pertinent infor- 
mation relating to the program. 

One of the most important ses- 
sions involved receiving and renewing 
certification in adult, infant, and child 
CPR. The group took extra time and care 
in performing the required training. 

During these sessions, new employees 
without the requisites can become certi- 
fied. 

A skit, written and performed by 
staff, gave teaching /childcare do’s and 
don’ts. After the skit, the attendees gave 
feedback. Other training and educational segments 
included: Diaper Change the Proper Way, Cooks 
Personal Hygiene, Cell Phones in the Classroom. 
Familiarizing Students Individually, and All Rules 
and Regulations of the Facility. 


Along with these training seminars, the pre- 
school employees are also taking 40 hours of child- 
care education classes at Nova Southeastern 
University. Director Leoma T. Williams has made it 
her foremost task to offer the best training and educa- 
tion available for her staff. 



Adopt A Burrowing Owl 


S 


A wonderful way for families to learn about birds 
such as the burrowing owl is through Audubon’s Adopt-a- 
Bird program. Participants can adopt an injured bird of prey 
and help in the care and release of hundreds of others. You’ll 
receive a photograph, biography and adoption certificate for 
your bird, plus a subscription to Florida Raptor News. Write 
to Florida Audubon Society, Adopt- a-Bird Program, 1101 
Audubon Way, Maitland, FL 32751, or call 800-874-BIRD or 
407-644-0190. Information can be found at www.adopt- 
abird.org, where you can place your adoption online. 



Goodbye to Kevin Moran 


By Alexandra Frank 

Alas it seems as if the Tribal employees are 
leaving by the dozen. Kevin Moran of the 
Information Systems Department served his last day 
on August 31,2001. 

Mr. Moran was a 2 year 8 month employee 
and had many friends within the Tribe. He will be 
greatly missed because of his friendly demeanor and 
also because he was a good instructor for the comput- 


er classes offered by his department. 

The Public Relations Department took Mr. 
Moran out to the Ark Restaurant for lunch and even 
had a cake at the tribal office for everyone to partake. 
Mr. Moran has his family based in Tampa where he 
has commuted to every weekend for the past year. 
Good luck Kevin in your new hometown, we wish 
you and your family only the best. 


Rodeo ❖ Ko-waa-ve Esh-ham-pa-leesh-ke 

Fourth Generation Bull Rider, 
Justin Gopher 


By Melissa Gopher 

LED YARD, CT — The Schemitzun Buck- 
A-Rama began on a hot, sunny Thursday afternoon. 

The Michael Goodwin Memorial Rodeo was present- 
ed by the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe on August 23 - 
26, 2001 in Connecticut. 

Justin Gopher, from the Brighton 
Reservation and a member of the E.I.R.A., competed 
in the Buck-A-Rama. Justin drew a bull called 
“Down in Dirty,” a bull from the PBR Town. 

Justin sat in the chute with his bull until he 
nodded his head. The bull bucked three times, then 
cut to the left, throwing Justin’s left foot out from the 
bull and pushing him forward onto the bull’s neck! 

Hung up and in trouble, Justin got a love tap by the 
bull’s left horn until his hand wriggled free of the 
rope. 

After receiving medical attention from EMS, 
Justin had to go to the emergency room where he 
received four stitches and was diagnosed with a slight 
concussion. 

Justin had two days to recover from his 
encounter with “Down in Dirty”. On Sunday after- t 
noon, Justin drew the bull, “ Sll”. The day before, §■ 
“Sll” had knocked a cowboy unconscious, sending ^ 
him to the emergency room. J 

Behind the chutes, Justin saw the brother of § 
the hurt cowboy and told him, “I am going to ride 
him for your brother,” and gave him a thumbs-up. 

As Justin stepped down into the chute, he 
handed Koty Brugh his rope to pull, got situated, then 
nodded his head. The bull took two steps back, then 
one big jump, then another. As Justin sat up straight, 
the bull turned to the left and started spinning. 

After what seemed like forever, the horn 
finally blew. He held his hat up to the Rodeo audi- 
ence as we sat, waiting for his score. The Rodeo 
announcer proclaimed it the top ride of the day with a 
score of 8 1 , which was enough to send him to the 
short go-around later that afternoon. 

Justin’s bull in the short go-around was a 
small, cream-colored longhorn. Ready, Justin nodded 
his head, and the bull came out, jumping high in the 
air three times. Suddenly, the bull turned to the left, 
then back to the right, throwing Justin off his rope. 

The crowd thought Justin rode his 8 seconds, but the 
rodeo announcer said, “Tough luck cowboy, he was 
not there, he’s only rode 7.16.” 



Justin finished the rodeo in first place in the 
second go-around, and second place in average. 

I would like to thank those from the Brighton 
Reservation who watched my brother ride and sup- 
ported him, especially Koty Brugh and Gilbert King, 
for being in the back of the chutes with him. A spe- 
cial “Thank You” to Brighton Councilman, John 
Wayne Huff Sr. for his sponsorship of Justin. 

For Justin, this was just another rodeo stop. 
The week before, he rode in the Crow Fair and 
placed 2nd in the Bull Riding event and has another 
one coming up this weekend. 

To my brother, good luck and may God ride 
with you! 


Tribal Youth Bull Riders Rewarded 


By Robin Osceola 

ORLANDO — 

Hollywood and Brighton EIRA 
members who attended and par- 
ticipated in the three-day bull-rid- 
ing clinic with champion Gary 
Leffew were taken to Orlando’s 
Island of Adventure for a job well 
done. The clinic held on the 
Brighton Reservation June 8-10 
was a learning experience for 
these young cowboys with a 
reward that was well deserved. 
Thanks go out to Lisa and 
Rodney Osceola, Brighton Board 
Representative Alex Johns, and 
Hollywood Board Representative 
David DeHass. Keep up the good 
work. 



My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,” 

my story is alive. 



Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
knows live importance of ke&ping the alory 
alive. He is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can call trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he Is helping Jo 
preserve Ihe rich I'-uliure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ha knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I he NMAI is working to make- sure that the 
tradition is cmtinued.Tha museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicated to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building a museum \n Washington, D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, whore these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 




r 


■'gkat 

AM till CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe Slones Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Qox 23473 
Washington, D.C. 20026 
Call rocky: (202) 357-31 64 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 SmithEDinaji 

Natiom! h&tsctmr iff dm ttirvtfifjin Tudijn 
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Casino ❖ Esh-te-mav-bee Cheke ❖ Setenpokvcuko 


>< >m< >o( 


All five Seminole Casinos are joining 
together in a special promotion to give away 
$240,000. One lucky player will win 

$ 1 00,000 cash in a drawing to be held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2001. A conso- 
lation winner at each of the other 
four casinos will also be chosen 
and will go home with $10,000 
cash each. 

Starting Wednesday, Sept. 4 
and every Wednesday thereafter leading 
up to Oct. 3, players will also have a 
chance to win $5,000 each night at each 
casino. Drawings will take place at 10 p.m. 
each Wednesday. 

The Grand Prize drawing will take place Oct. 

3 at 1 1 p.m. at each casino. Those five individuals become finalists for the 

$ 100 , 000 . 



Ms. and Mrs. Florida will be on hand at the Coconut Creek casino to pull 
the winning ball at 11:30 p.m. Drawing balls will be designated to represent each 
casino and finalist as follows: Coconut Creek #1, Tampa #2, Immokalee #3, 
Hollywood #4, and Brighton #5. The first ball drawn will be the Grand Prize win- 
ner; the others will receive the $10,000 consolation prizes. 

The drawings are open to all video gaming machine players at the 
Seminole Casinos in Coconut Creek, Tampa, Immokalee, Hollywood and 
Brighton. Winners must be present at the time of drawing. See Official Rules and 
Regulations at each casino for more information. 

The accounting firm of McGladrey & Pullen, LLP will witness and verify 
the results of the Grand Prize drawing. In any case of dispute of any rule or prize 
awarded, the decision of management will be final. Taxes are the sole responsibili- 
ty of the winner. Drawing tickets are non-transferable. 

Employees of Seminole Casinos and McGladrey & Pullen, LLP and their 
immediate family are not eligible to participate, nor are Tour Operators, their 
agents and employees. Rules are subject to change without notice. 


Brighton Seminole Bingo and Gaming 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE 


BRIGHTON SEMI- 
NOLE BINGO AND GAMING 

— Highway 721, Brighton Indian 
Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, 
Okeechobee, FL. 34974. (800) 
360-9875. Closed Mondays and 
when the last player leaves nightly. 

The casino would like to con- 
gratulate our Summer of Fun winners 

- Roger Green of Okeechobee - win- 
ner of the Cruise to Mexico, Jessica 


Weaver of Okeechobee - winner of 
the Hawaiian Vacation, and Laura 
Dickson of Clewiston - winner of the 
Polaris Jet Ski. 


Seminole Indian Casino Tampa 


SEMINOLE INDIAN CASI- 
NO TAMPA - 5223 North Orient 
Road, Tampa, FL 33610. (813) 621- 
1302 or (800) 282-7016. Internet: 
http://www.casino-tampa.com. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

The casino 

would like to congratu- 
late winners of the Do- 
It-Yourself bingo jack- 
pot of $168,000 on Aug. 

22 - Dominic and Barbara 
Contorno of Clearwater, 

FL. 

Bingo, paper pull- 
tab and poker players will also 
have a chance to win big in September 
at the casino - even though the casino 
hopes you are also playing the video 
gaming machines for your chance at 
the $240,000 Winner’s Circle. 

Every bingo game winner will 


receive a ticket. Win any portion of a 
Special Game in Decision Bingo and 
receive a ticket. Come in first, second, 
or third in any Poker tournament 
(including mini-tournaments) and 
receive a ticket. Have a single win of 
$50 or more on a paper 
pull-tab and receive a 
ticket. 

Deposit your ticket in 
the special drum then be 
at the casino on Sept. 30 at 
9:45 p.m. when one ticket 
will be drawn for a 2002 
Saturn automobile. When 
the ticket is drawn, the person 
named on that ticket will have ten min- 
utes to come forward. If the prize is not 
claimed, that ticket will be voided and 
a new name will be drawn until there is 
a winner. See the casino for complete 
rules and regulations. 




Dominic and Barbara Contorno 
Clearwater, Florida 

Winners of the Do-It-Yourself bingo jackpot of $168,000 on August 22, 2001 



COCONUT CREEK 
CASINO — 5550 N.W. 40th St., 
Coconut Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 
977-6700. Open seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 


Back by popular demand, 
Master of Illusions , Gary Goodman 
returns to casino Sept. 30. More 
details in the next issue of the 
Tribune. 


Seminole 


CA&enO 

Ural IiwlkwI 


SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO OF HOLLYWOOD — 

4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 
323-5452. Open seven days a week, 
24 hours a day. 


^lWAN 



IMMOKALf€ 


IMMOKALEE SEMI- 
NOLE INDIAN CASINO - 

506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 
34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 
218-0007. Open seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 


Mindy McCready Performs At Immokalee Casino 



Mindy McCready belts out a ballad. 


By Benny Secody 

IMMOKALEE - What 
a night it was at the Immokalee 
Seminole Indian Casino on 
August 11. Fans of Ft. Myers 
native, Mindy McCready, came in 
droves to hear her perform some 
of her older favorites as well as 
some of the songs from her new 
(soon to be released) album. You 
don’t just hear Mindy’s music, 
you feel it. It’s passionate, soul- 
ful, and sensuous in every sense 
of the word. 

While she wraps up the 
album, Mindy is busy with her 
summer tour. Although she has 
not played in Southwest Florida 
for over a year (when she per- 
formed at Centennial Park in Ft. 

Myers), she manages to visit her 
proud parents, Tim and Gayle 
McCready, regularly. 

Both are supportive of 
their daughter. “She was saying 
she wanted to be a singer when 
she was three,” said her mom, 

“She had her own little stage and would 
invite all her friends and neighborhood 
kids over to hear these concerts she was 
going to do. Later on, she would make 
tapes of her songs and send them out to 
people.” 

Committed to music from the 
day she could speak, McCready began 
formal training in opera at the age of nine. 
She graduated from high school in Ft. 
Myers at age 16, and moved to Nashville 
at 1 8 to pursue her dream of becoming a 
country music star. Although her parents 
had hoped that she would pursue a career 
as an attorney, Mindy struck a deal with 
them: if she did not succeed in a year, she 
would go to college. 

Although her mom spent two 
years with her in Nashville, she returned 
home knowing that Mindy would be fine. 
Mindy’s brothers Tim Jr. 22, and Joshua 
age 20, both of whom live in Nashville 
only a couple of blocks from Mindy. 

They attend school and manage their own 
businesses there. 

Although Mindy says she would 
have honored her promise to her parents, 
it was evident that she would not be pur- 
suing a career as an attorney. She imme- 
diately found work as a demo singer; and 


at the young age of 19, she was signed to 
RCA. Her debut album, “Ten Thousand 
Angels,” was certified double platinum, 
and skyrocketed her singing career into 
public awareness. She found that she had 
not prepared herself for the life of a 
celebrity. 

“I don’t have a lot of private 
emotions,” said McCready, “I wasn’t pre- 
pared for that at the beginning, but 
learned very quickly that I had to lay 
myself on the line. You don’t get a 
choice. You can do it and like it, or you 
can do it and be miserable. And the way 
to avoid being miserable is to do things 
you are proud of and say things that you 
are proud of.” 

Amidst the chaos of her new- 
found fame, music remained her outlet. It 
had to be honest and ring true with her 
deep inside. When she made her second 
album, she learned to speak up, even if it 
meant going against the consensus. For 
her third album, McCready found a pro- 
ducer in Billy Walker, who encouraged 
her personally and professionally. Walker 
sits in the producer’s chair again for 
Mindy’s forthcoming album on Capitol 
records. She loves the songs, and singing 
them, as much as her fans loved hearing 
them at her recent concert in Immokalee. 


McCready will continue her 
summer tour, but don’t be sur- 
prised if you hear that she accepts 
an offer in show business. 
Although she has been offered 
several roles, she is “waiting for 
that perfect role,” - “and it sure 
won’t be that of a country singer,” 
she said, “I really think that is 
where my future will take me - to 
acting. It’s amazing how having 
a hit record, or seven or eight, 
will cross the borders of enter- 
tainment and bring other opportu- 
nities. They keep coming my 
way, and I’ve always loved act- 
ing, and I think I would be good 
at it.” 

The opening perform- 
ance of the evening was a treat 
for the crowd, as Seminole’s own 
Paula Bowers took center stage to 
perform some of her own songs. 
She presented a dynamic show 
and the crowd obviously loved 
her. She just seemed to explode 
with the energy and enthusiasm, 
and created an instant bond with them 
from her very first song. 

Paula, who has been singing 
since she was a young teen, is well on her 
way to a lucrative career as a singer and 
performer. Her family and friends have 
always supported her and she has per- 
formed at many Tribal functions, as well 
as doing her own thing. She recently real- 
ized another of her life’s dreams when she 
married her long-time love, Tony 
Sanchez. With her singing career going 
full speed ahead, Paula is sure to be a 
force to be reckoned with in the music 
industry. She is already a star in her own 
right, and the Seminole Tribe is proud of 
her. She made a lot of new fans in 
Immokalee and everyone who attended 
the evening’s concert enjoyed her per- 
formance. 

Dawn Geis, entertainment coor- 
dinator for the Immokalee Casino, 
deserves congratulations for yet another 
successful concert. She put a great deal 
of work into the planning, preparation and 
scheduling of the shows, and has big 
plans for the remaining months of the 
summer. (Check out Casino News for 
upcoming schedules of events and upcom- 
ing concerts.) 


BIG CYPRESS INDIAN RESERVATION 

PRESENTS 

NATIVE AMERICAN WRESTLING FEDERATION 

Saturday, September 8, 2001 * 7:30 pm 

HERMAN L. OSCEOLA GYM 




I SUMMER FIST 1001 * CELEBRATION Of TRADITION | 


Seminole Tribe of Florida Presents 
A Celebration Of Tradition _ 
Featuring: Native Dancing, Traditional Foods, 
Arts & Crafts, Alligator Wrestling 
& The Highlight Of The Evening, Pro Wrestling! 


MAIN EVENT - 


Former WWF Superstar 
TATANKA 

HACK MEYERS 

MtinmwH tnr 

Snakemaster" ABUDADEIN 



4 CORNER INDIAN 5 TRAP MATCH.' 


"Former WCW Suporatar" 

'Seminole" JOE GOMEZ 


■WWF 8uperstar~ 

DUKE DROESE 


NAWF Womans Title A/Litch 


FOXY LADY 


PRINCESS ALEXIS LAREE 

From The Powhatan THbe {Chelwiga) 


NAWF T^fj Tcrf/n Titlt: Mjtcli 


From Hie Navajo Nation 
NATIVE BLOOD 
(ChamphHiaJ 


Managed By Vicious Vlnnls 


a i o AUi 'L ax. i i rrj 
i \ j ivi re i i - wa re re i re 
rvi i k r~ vo U Ki o 

i hi w re /\ u f > i re re 


Uaitae Warrior 



VUoLaVknb 


I TELEVISION TAPING 


;eminole broadcasting 


TO THE 






For More Info Call (S63) 983-9659 

1 7 TO FXIT l 4 GO l 5 Mil □ TO RF.i C. f-' VATl O N - IN COOh'L^ A i ION W\ Y\~\ V'_ Ml 1 


RMnaflonnnKtor. 
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Announcements ❖ Ahnahhegeh ❖ Nakorkerkecetv 




Happy Birthday • Heech-ka-ta-hon-ka En-neh-ta-ke Sha-faach-kee-ke • Ehetsketv Nettv Afacketv 



Happy 1st Birthday to my baby 
niece Kirsten Metcalf on September 
1 1th. Love you babe. Love Aunt Jessica. 



Happy 9th Birthday to Nikki 
Davis (left) from your family. Love, Dad 
Kenny Jo, stepmom Jennifer Ramos, 

and big sister Josie. 



Happy Birthday to Vanessa on 
Sept. 20 from your family. We love you, 

Dad David, Mom Maria, Mela, and 
Ethan. 

Happy Birthday to Letitia Teal 
Foster born on September 9th. Wishing 
you a very happy birthday. Hope your 
wish comes true. I Love & Miss you 
baby. Be good just the way you are, 
you’re the best. Love you forever, Mom 
(Kim Osceola). 



Let us welcome Mr. Jovan 
Julian Jenkins II born on 7/3 l/01at 7:22 
p.m. Jovan weighed 6 lbs. 13 oz. and a 
member of the Bird clan. 

Congratulations to the proud par- 
ents Danielle Sharp and Jovan Jenkins. 



To Stephanie and Beaver; 

I wish you two a Happy, Happy 
Birthday on September 1 7 and 
September 28. 

The creator has blessed us all 
with the two of you, I pray you two will 
be in good health and in good spirits on 
your day. 

I love you and I miss you very, 
very much, I will see you soon> 

Love Mom (Cynthia Osceola). 



Happy Birthday to Mela on 
Aug. 3 from your family. We love you, 

Dad David, Mom Maria, Ethan, and 
Vanessa. 

Happy Birthday to David on 

Sept. 24 from your family. We love you, 

Maria, Mela, Ethan, and Vanessa. 


Corrections 


In the July 27, 2001 issue, 
Denise Decarolis’s name was misspelled. 

In the August 17 issue the fol- 
lowing stories: Seminole Indian Casino 
Tournament Talk, Operator Needed At 
Hollywood Casino, and Immokalee 
Casino Offers Free Shuttle Service, were 
written by Alexandra Frank. 

In the August 1 7 issue the cap- 
tions for the Emahaku Vpelofv Returns to 
Brighton article were flip flopped. 

In the August 17th issue in the 
“Pool League Starts in Immokalee”, 
Raymond Mora was listed as a tribal 
member. He is not a member please make 
a note. 



Notices 


Indian Child Welfare Training 
Institute - October 1 - 5, 2001 at the 
Radisson Hotel & Casino in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. Topics: Permanency Planning 
in Indian Country Today, Foster Care: Our 
Way for Our Children, Customary 
Adoption - Returning to Traditions, and 
Helping Indian Youth with Independent 
Living. Register on-line at 
www.nicwa.org or call Shannon Romero, 
503-222-4044 ext. 133 or 
shannon@nicwa.org. 

USET Annual Meeting and 
EXPO - October 23 - 24, 2001 at the 
Miccosukee Resort & Convention Center. 
Contact USET EXPO Coordinator at 615- 
872-7900, and check out website, 
www.usetinc.org. 

Tribal Secretaries Conference - 
September 23 - 26, 2001 in Anchorage, 
AK. Call Falmouth Institute at 800-992- 
4489 for detailed information. 

The United South and Eastern 
Tribes, Inc. (USET) Annual Board of 
Directors Meeting & EXPO - October 
22 through October 25, 2001 at the 
Miccosukee Resort & Convention Center, 
Miami, FL. Pre-registration fee has been 
set at $75.00 p/person for those register- 
ing by October 8, 2001. For further infor- 
mation, contact Wanda Janes, Tribal 
Liaison Officer by calling (615) 872-7900 
or email questions to 
wjanes@bellsouth.net. “Because there is 
strength in unity.” 

Footy’s Y-100 Wing Ding - 
October 13 & 14. Young Circle Park is 
the focus of events this fall. For info call 
the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Arts 954-921-3404 or visit 
www.hollywoodfl.org. 

Car & Boat Auction - Saturday, 
September 29, 2001 at 1901 W. Broward 


Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, call 954-463-3725. 
Watch for the next auctions on October 
27, 2001 and November 17, 2001. 

4th Annual Lauderdale By the 
Sea Craft Festival - October 6-7, 2001, 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Outdoor craft festival on 
Elmar and Commercial Boulevard at 
A1A. For information call 954-472-3755 
or 813-962-0388, you can also visit us at 
www.ARTFESTIVAL.com. 

Florida’s Hometown U.S.A. 
Pageant - November 2-4, 2001 in 
Orlando, FL. There are five age divisions 
for ages 4-19. The winner in each age 
divisions will receive $500 cash and will 
have a busy year of fun and excitement 
representing her hometown throughout 
the state. For an application or additional 
information, please write P.O. Box 337, 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 or call 352- 
326-4217 or fax 352-326-2902. 

Halloween Horror Nights XI - 
October 5 - November 3, 2001. Runs 
October 5-7, Oct. 7-13, Oct. 17-21, Oct. 
25-31 and Nov. 2-3, beginning at 7 p.m. 
For more information, guest can call 407- 
22-Horror (224-6776) or visit the univer- 
sal website at www.halloweenhor- 
ronights.com. 

Addressing Unacceptable 
Employee Behavior - September 10-12, 
2001 at the Chinook Winds Casino, 
Lincoln City, OR. Tuition $445, register 
by phone 800-706-0102, for Gaming, 
Tribal & Federal Employees. 

National Native American 
Media Training Seminar and 
Symposium - November 7 - 9, 2001 an 
absolute must for all Tribal Council mem- 
bers, Tribal news, gaming marketing & 
promotions. E-mail address: 
jdalton98@aol.com for information. 


Lena Gopher Sept. 30 
Alice Tony Osceola Sept. 25 
Alice Micco Snow Sept. 15 
Leoda Josephine Osceola Sept. 3 
Albert Osceola Sr. Sept. 20 
Herbert Mills Cypress Sept. 17 
Johnny F. Tucker Sr. Sept. 12 
Annie Osceola Jumper Sept. 13 
Leah Johns Minnick Sept. 4 
Patsy Billie Sept. 5 
Billy Wm. L. Cypress Sept. 13 
Billie Micco Sept. 20 
Judy Ann Baker Sept. 9 
Agnes Bowers Sept. 23 
Alice Osceola Sept. 1 
Lorraine L. Cypress Sept. 10 
Tommy Henson Billie Sept. 5 
David Jumper Sept. 6 
Rudy Osceola Sept. 24 
Michael Clay Sept. 26 
Raymond Osceola Sept. 8 
Cecil Jumper Sept. 3 
Mary Foster Tigertail Sept. 11 
Reuben Henry Billie, Sr. Sept. 25 
Daniel Jumper Sept. 1 1 
Claudia Cypress Doctor Sept. 1 6 
Amos Tiger Sept. 25 
Genesis Osceola Sept. 2 
Leroy Billie Sept. 9 
Elias (Noah) Jim Sept. 15 
Nettie Doctor Stewart Sept. 9 
Marvin Jason Billie, Sr. Sept. 25 
Elton Carl Baxley Sept. 26 
Sharon Debbie Osceola Sept. 2 
Jenny Doctor Sept. 6 
Diane Snow Smith Sept. 24 
Samuel C. Osceola, Sr. Sept. 25 
Linda Lee Storm Sept. 5 
Diane Marie Roberts Sept. 7 
Mingo Jones Sept. 10 
Geraldine Osceola Sept. 15 
Sandy Billie Jr. Sept. 20 
Mahala Ruth Madrigal Sept. 4 
Cordell D. Jumper, Sr. Sept. 12 
Darline Buster Sept. 25 
Glenn Emmons Osceola Sept. 13 
Virginia Osceola Sept. 14 
Vincent William Micco Sept. 20 
Sylvia Ann Tommie Sept. 24 
Oliver Billie Sept. 12 
Clinton Howard Tommie Sept. 12 
Christine Jimmie Franklin Sept. 20 
Grace Marie Koontz Sept. 1 8 
Hyde Jim Gopher Sept. 4 
James Junior Balentine Sept. 12 
Freeman Osceola Sept. 19 
Timothy Allen DeHass Sept. 27 
Amie Lou Gore Sept. 28 
Tracey Smith Sept. 22 
Celeste Billie Sept. 28 
Manuel Garza Sept. 5 
Johnny Lee Jimmie Sept. 2 
Edith Ann Smith Sept. 26 
Brenda Elizabeth Fuller Sept. 30 
Victoria Sue Baker Sept. 1 5 
Patricia Ann Wilcox Sept. 15 
Tina Marie Osceola Sept. 1 8 
Norman Jeffery Billie Sept. 26 
Pemell Hosea Bert Sept. 9 
Rufus Tiger, Jr. Sept. 13 
Eric Lee Tiger Sept. 25 
Christopher Scott Osceola Sept. 30 
Wade Parrish Osceola Sept. 10 
Douglas Mitchell Smith Sept. 1 8 
Mariel Johanna Gopher Sept. 22 
Peggy Kim Osceola Sept. 22 
Michelle Louise Billie Sept. 9 
Louis Dixie Jim, Jr. Sept. 12 
Stacy Lynn Sanchez Sept. 17 
Robert Allen Stivers Sept. 19 
Franklin James Moore Jr. Sept. 21 
Lyle Vandell Billie Sept. 26 
Toby Libra Johns Sept. 29 
Tisha Lee Walker Sept. 10 
Larry Lee Howard Sept. 19 
Paulette Renee Lawrence Sept. 29 
Dorothy Alice Benson Sept. 9 
Tara Dale Robbins Sept. 15 
Rita Jayne Gopher Sept. 18 
Sherri jumper Sept. 19 
Virginia Carmen Garcia Sept. 2 
Dawn Marie Billie Sept. 2 1 
Michael Micco Sept. 29 
Wendi Elizabeth Bowers Sept. 5 
Adam Ray Turtle Sept. 6 
Richard Francis Osceola Sept. 13 
Lenora Marlene Roberts Sept. 19 
Jackie Leona Smith Sept. 24 


Attention Travelers 


As of Monday, July 2nd, all per 
diem is being paid by check. 

There will be no more travelers 
checks issued. 

You must make sure that your 
travel arrives in the Travel Department at 
least 5 working days before you travel 
date. 


Church Announcement 


All Welcome to the Seminole 
Bible Baptist Church of Brighton on 
Friday, August 17, 2001. There will be 
gospel singing for one night only. Special 
groups from Oklahoma City, The 
Master’s Touch and Kathy Antone, per- 
forming at 7:00 p.m. with refreshments 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 


Tribal Member Notice 


Effective immediately, please 
know your tribal enrollment number 
when calling the Secretary/Treasurers 
Office for information regarding any 
loans, income verification or certificate of 
degree of Indian blood. 

Knowing your number and that 
of your children will expedite your 
inquiry. This action is due to the increase 
in the number of requests by Tribal mem- 
bers on a day to day basis. 

Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 


Stephanie Lynn Hyatt Sept. 12 
Catherine Janell Alexander Sept. 14 
Gilbert Wayne King Sept. 25 
Dallas Nunez Sept. 3 
Elton James Shore Sept. 10 
TJ Koenes Sept. 12 
Sara Billie Osceola Sept. 12 
Lawanda Yvonne Tommie Sept. 14 
Thomas Jeffery Storm Sept. 24 
Louise Billie Sept. 7 
Jeremy Smith Sept. 1 1 
Justin Davis Sept. 1 6 
Melissa Joy Osceola Sept. 20 
Caryn Billie Sept. 29 
Daniel Gibson Sept. 17 
Elliot Audris Young Sept. 19 
Lenny Ray Jim Sept. 26 
Jimmy Joe Pacheco Sept. 7 
Suraiya Tiffany Youngblood Sept. 2 1 
Rena Michelle Frank Sept. 4 
Tirell Octavius Timothy Sept. 6 
Raymond Charles Stewart Jr. Sept. 9 
Mandy Wesley Sept. 9 
Maressa A. Cantu Sept. 12 
Davey Lee Snow Sept. 12 
Alexander Rodregus Tommie Sept. 22 
Elijah Davaughn Marrero Sept. 5 
Leslie Renee Fish Sept. 8 
Avalon Susie Jumper Sept. 8 
Jason Todd Osceola Sept. 22 
Alfred Roy Tucker Sept. 26 
George Henry Osceola Sept. 8 
Cecilia Pequeno Sept. 15 
Jonah Charles H. Billie Sept. 18 
Cody Brandon Wilcox Sept. 19 
Jessica Frances Buster Sept. 23 
Dwayne Billie Sept. 29 
Zena Elizabeth A. Simmons Sept. 4 
Derrick Curtis Johns Sept. 13 
Brian Christopher Osceola Sept. 13 
Leon James Billie Sept. 17 
Bruce Keith Tommie Sept. 22 
Adrain Michael Baker Sept. 28 
Christopher Ray Green Sept. 29 
Justin Campos Sept. 1 
Amanda Lee Sisneroz Sept. 8 
Ildy Jose Garcia Sept. 13 
Raynaldo Yzaguirre, III, Sept. 18 
Bryan Wayne Arledge Sept. 20 
Courtney Michelle Doctor Sept. 23 
Tiffany Nicole Frank Sept. 26 
Joshua Andrew Girtman Sept. 27 
Tatiana Luisa Gomez Sept. 1 
Lucas Kaine Osceola Sept. 4 
Onnie Dallas Cypress Sept. 13 
Russell Chip Wilson Sept. 15 
Heather Nikole Josh Sept. 20 
Lysandra Frances Apa Osceola Sept. 30 
Celeste Theresa Stockton Sept. 1 
Robert Donald Cypress, Jr. Sept. 7 
James Frank Tiger, Jr. Sept. 9 
Courtney Lissite Sanchez Sept. 12 
William Scott Nelson Sept. 18 
Josiah Clifford Williams Sept. 19 
Ernest Keith Stout Sept. 26 
Dominic Porter Venzor, Jr. Sept. 26 
Travis Quentin Pacheco Sept. 8 
Marlissa Angnette Tiger Sept. 8 
Stephanie Leeann Hall Sept. 17 
Megan Courtney Jones Sept. 20 
Damen Kirk Bert Sept. 22 
Garrett Billie Anderson Sept. 23 
Dean Tommie Stokes, Jr. Sept. 26 
Solita Murina Perez Sept. 12 
Spencer Lee Battiest Sept. 17 
Kalisa Denise Baker Sept. 24 
Clayton Isaac Hall Sept. 28 
Nicole Marie Osceola Sept. 28 
Letitia Teal Foster Sept. 9 
Brandon Daniels Billie Sept. 21 
Demi Marie Garza Sept. 21 


Ethan Lynn Gopher Sept. 26 
Bret Noah Spencer Sept. 27 
Hudson Roberts Jumper Sept. 29 
Esmeralda Sabrina Billie Sept. 30 
Ceejae Dakota Smith Sept. 1 
Courtney Ann Kippenberger Sept. 6 
Terence Daniels Billie Sept. 1 8 
Deandra Rogene Tiger Sept. 18 
Kaylee Brianna Jumper Sept. 28 
Tianna Hall Garcia Sept. 30 
Klayton Duane Sanders Sept. 1 
Kassandra Lorn Brady Sept. 5 
Jonathan Dustin Robbins Sept. 7 
Jessica Lyn Motlow Sept. 9 
Jason Gregory Melton, II, Sept. 14 
Akol Markuise Billie Sept. 17 
Tyler Joshua Baker Sept. 18 
Kristy Rebecca Johns Sept. 19 
Leonardo Yzaguirre Sept. 19 
Vcenv Totkv Bowers Sept. 23 
Shawna Colleen Billie Sept. 28 
Kelton Kelbert Josh Sept. 5 
Anthony Mitchell Cypress Sept. 10 
Alexander Lee Buck Sept. 12 
Kaitlin Michelle Billy Sept. 13 
Destiny Jade Nunez Sept. 13 
Tylor Duane Tigertail Sept. 15 
Randy Marc Shore Sept. 21 
Huber Leon Jr. Sept. 22 
Zechariah Nathanial Lacey Sept. 30 
Rickyjoe Osceola Alumbaugh Sept. 20 
Kirsten Elise Doney Sept. 25 
Brianna Skye Nunez Sept. 25 
Reagan Thawdape Whitecloud Sept. 26 
Katelyn Rene Young Sept. 26 
Darryl Jay Billie Sept. 2 
Jennifer Marlene Holdiness Sept. 1 1 
Skyler Lain Burke Sept. 19 
Daniel Nunez, Jr. Sept. 28 
Kendal Lauren Bowers Sept. 29 
Fairuza Bentley Billie Sept. 4 
Imillakiyo R. D. Osceola Sept. 8 
Yopalakiyo R. J. Osceola Sept. 8 
Tyrus Colby Billie Sept. 1 1 
Kalgary Ann Johns - Motlow Sept. 1 7 
Jayce Tulane Smith Sept. 20 
Knananochet Agullbu Osceola Sept. 23 
Brydgett Thai Koontz Sept. 25 
Rachael Marie Jumper Sept. 30 
Taryn Montana Storm Sept. 2 
Hunter Jacob Tiger Sept. 2 
Graysun Beartrack Billie Sept. 3 
Sydnee Rayzheen Cypress Sept. 4 
Odessa Rayne King Sept. 8 
Bly James Davidson Sept. 9 
Dennis Manuel Gonzales, Jr. Sept. 14 
Kenzie Skylar Motlow Sept. 14 
Logan C J Ortiz Sept. 1 6 
Rhett Anthony Tiger Sept. 16 
Bethany Karyn Billie Sept. 17 
Elizabeth Marie Osceola Sept. 1 8 
Randee Patricia Osceola Sept. 19 
Michaela Raquel Cypress Sept. 21 
Blake Oscar Baker Sept. 3 
Aiyana Leann Tommie Sept. 3 
Amya Elle Baxley Sept. 10 
Mariah Bowers Sept. 1 1 
Pemell Paul Bert Sept. 23 
Cecil Shadow Wolf johns Sept. 28 
Jonathan Lonnie-Chey Buck Sept. 29 
Cassidy Dawn Bert Sept. 2 
Danyelle Jaime Boromei Sept. 6 
Kian Marcus Billie Madrid Sept. 8 
Leslie John Gopher, Jr. Sept. 13 
Deven Osceola Sept. 1 8 
Jerome Moses Stivers Sept. 20 
Robert Allen Stivers, Jr. Sept. 20 
Mary Melania Stivers Sept. 20 
Zackary Skye Buster Sept. 2 1 


Rama Kothalanka, MD 

Board Certified General, Vascular Surgeon specialized in 
Blood vessel surgery for dialysis & diabetic circulation 
Cosmetic varicose vein surgery 
Abdominal surgery 

863 - 467-5873 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

We accept BEECHSTREET, your Tribal health insurance 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 
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Hollywood 


Job Title: Accountant 

Open Date: 5-17-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Accounting 

Salary: $45,000 annually with 

benefits 

Job Title: Accounting Receptionist 

Open Date: 8-11-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Accounting 

Salary: $ 1 8,740 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: As-Built/CAD Drafter 

Open Date: 11-7-00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Utilities 

Salary: $28,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Assistant Manager 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Okalee 

Salary: $22,500 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Commission Officer 

Open Date: 1 0-3 1 -00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Education Counselor 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Utilities 

Salary: Annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Loan Officer 

Open Date: 8-9-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Credit & 

Finance 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 

Open Date: August, 2001 


Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, 

Housing/Construction 
Salary: $23,920 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 

Open Date:: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $18,740 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, 

Secretary Treasurer 

Salary: $20,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Senior Admin Assistant 

Open Date: 7-19-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, 

Madio Adjusting Company 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Site Manager 

Open Date: 3-28-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Hotmeals 

Salary: Negotiable w/ benefits 

Job Title: Solid Waste/ 

Composting Coord 
Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Utilities 

Salary: $27,800 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Instrument Survey Tech 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, 

Survey & Mapping 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Coconut Creek 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 
benifits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 annually with 
benifits 


Immokalee 


Job Title: 
Instructor 

Cultural Language 

Open Date: 

7-19-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, 

Cultural Education 

Salary: 

$28,120 with benifits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, 

Cultural Education 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benifits 


Brighton 


Job Title: 

Medical Receptionist 

Open Date: 

7-12-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Salary: 

$18,740 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Open Date: 

8-9-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Salary: 

$35,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Tribal Outreach/Worker 

Open Date: 

2-14-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, 

Family Services 

Salary: 

$20,300 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Receptionist 

Open Date: 

7-12-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, 

Sec. Treasurer 

Salary: 

$18,740 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

(P/T) Bus Monitor 

Open Date: 

August, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Education 

Salary: 

$6.05 per hour 

Job Title: 

Carpenter 

Open Date: 

6-25-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, 

Housing/Construction 

Salary: 

$33,280 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Open Date: 

10-17-00 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, 

Family Services 

Salary: 

Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: 

Heavy Equipment/ 
Pump Operator 

Open Date: 

7-12-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Water 
Resource Management 

Salary: 

$ 1 9,7 60 annually w/ 
benefits 



Big Cypress 


Job Title: Citrus Grove Manager 

Open Date: 6-13-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, 

Seminole Tribe Groves 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Salary: 


Medical Social Worker 
2-14-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, 

Family Services 
Negotiable with benefits 


Job Title: Building Manager 

Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, 

Building & Grounds 
Salary: $18,740 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Community Health/Rep 

Open Date: 1 1 -29-00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: $18,700 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Custodian 

Open Date: 7-2-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Salary: $15,600 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Operator Maint. Trainee 

Open Date: 7-26-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Utilities 

Salary: $18,720 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Workers 

Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, 

Buildings & Grounds 
Salary: $18,720 annually w/benefits 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 


Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Survey Rod Technician 
7-12-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, 

Water Resource 

Management 

$ 1 8,720 annually w/ benefits 

Transporter 

2 - 22-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, Health 
$16,432 with benefits 

Water/Waste Water Plant 

7-19-01 

Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Utilities 

Negotiable commensurate 

with experience with 

benefits. 

Teachers Aide 
1-31-01 
Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 
$13,644 annually w/ benefits 

Commission Officer 

7-19-01 

Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Gaming 

$28,000 annually w/ benifits 


Th * Chain tif Survival Suva * Llvi 


■ Recognlzfl -the warning sljpis 
and call 9-1-1 Immediately. 


■ Give CPR. 



About 225,000 
Americans die 
of awktan cardiac 
arrest each year. 


Heart 


■ Provide early doffaillatkin 
with an automated external 
daflbrllator (AED). 


Gel early advanced 
emergency car* 
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Princess 

Continued from page 1 


and what you are, wear your traditional clothing and 
honor your heritage.” 

After Laura Mae’s remarks, the Princess 
Committee members were introduced. The 2001 Princess 
Committee members are Chairperson Wanda F. Bowers, 
Priscilla Sayen, Ginger Tucker Tiger, Connie Frank 
Gowen, Erica North Deitz, Gloria Wilson, Salina Snow 
Dorgan, Gale Motlow Boone and Jeanette Cypress. 

Next came the introduction of the judges and 
scorekeepers. Judge # 1 was BIA Superintendent, Greg 
Maddox. Judge #2 was the “Barefoot Artist” from 
Arcadia, Guy Labree. Judge # 3 was Arlene Cabrera- 
Marcos, Senior Development Officer for the Leadership 
Giving United Way of Miami-Dade. Judge # 4 was Jill S. 
Creech, President of Creech Engineers, Inc. of Stuart. 
Judge # 5 was Lynn McMillin, granddaughter of Ted, 
owner of the Smallwood Store in Chokoloskee. Salina 
Snow Dorgan served as the Tabulation Coordinator, and 
Josephine Motlow North and Diane Buster served as 
scorekeepers. 

The introduction of Tribal Officials featured 
remarks by Acting Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
Hollywood Councilman Max Osceola, Jr., Brighton 
Councilman John Wayne Huff, Sr., Immokalee Council 
Representative Elaine Aguilar, Seminole Tribal 
Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola, and former Tribal 
Chairwoman, Betty Mae Jumper. 

A recurring theme was to “remember the past, 
honor our elders who worked hard with very few 
resources to help bring us to where we are today, recog- 
nize and appreciate the elders who are still with us and 
be proud of our history and culture.” 

Elaine Aguilar pointed out that much of the 
Seminole history and tradition was passed down verbally 
through the generations and now is the time for the 
youth to garner this information from Senior Tribal 
Citizens. 

Next, the reigning royalty of the Seminole Tribe 
was introduced. Looking resplendent in beautiful tradi- 
tional clothing, Desiree Jumper-Miss Seminole 2000; Jo 
Jo Osceola-Jr. Miss Seminole 2000; Kenny Davis, Jr.- 
Little Mr. Seminole 2000; Isabel Tucker-Little Miss 
Seminole 2000; Clarissa Randolph-Miss Brighton 
Princess 2000; Mary Huff- Jr. Miss Brighton Princess; 
and Holly Johns-Seminole Rodeo Queen attended the 
event. 

The 2001 Seminole Princess and Jr. Miss 
Contestants were introduced next. This year there were 
seven contestants for Jr. Miss Seminole and two contest- 
ants for Miss Seminole. The Jr. Miss contestants were; 
Trina Bowers-Brighton Reservation, June Jumper-Big 


Cypress Reservation, Christine McCall-Hollywood 
Reservation, Tasha Osceola-Hollywood Reservation, 
Whitney Tucker-Taos, New Mexico. The two contestants 
vying for Miss Seminole were Toahooke Bowers- Big 
Cypress Reservation and Mercedes Osceola-Hollywood 
Reservation. 

The final judging and tabulations began after 
the traditional outfit, talent presentation, and impromptu 
question segments were completed. Each contestant han- 
dled the categories with ease, leaving many to wonder 
who would be a finalist. 

During the intermission, Sonny Nevaquaya 
played two songs for the audience. One was a tribute 
song entitled “Vietnam Why Did You Take My Only 
Son” and “Amazing Grace.” Also in the program was a 
screening of a video by Seminole Broadcasting called 
“Traditions Continue”. Edited by Diane Matos and Iretta 
Tiger, the video was an excellent view of Seminole 
Tribal culture. 

After the intermission, the reigning Princesses 
took the stage to say their farewells. Before the 
announcement of the winners, Mitchell Cypress present- 
ed each contestant with a Princess Logo Medallion. The 
pageant committee voted to recognize each contestant 
with a commemorative medallion and asked Mitchell to 
make a special presentation to this year’s contestants. 

After the presentation, Moses and Erica began 
announcing the winners. The Talent Winner for the Miss 
Seminole contestants was Toahooke Bowers and the Jr. 
Miss Talent Winner was June Jumper. The Pageant 
Committee took a few moments to present the panel of 
judges with gift bags to show their appreciation for their 
time and commitment. 

The next announcement was Miss Congeniality. 
Mercedes Osceola won the Miss Congeniality in the 
Miss Seminole division and June Jumper won in the Jr. 
Miss Seminole category. Finally, what everyone had 
been waited for was announced. The runners up for the 
Jr. Miss Seminole were: 4th runner up Christine McCall, 
3rd runner up-Trina Bowers, 2nd runner up-Tasha 
Osceola, 1 st runner up- Whitney Tucker and then Jr. Miss 
Seminole 2001- June Jumper. 

Toahooke Bowers was announced as the 1 st 
runner up and Mercedes Osceola was named Miss 
Seminole Princess 2001. 

It was an outstanding evening of Seminole 
beauty, talent and culture. The commitment and dedica- 
tion by everyone involved in the production was appar- 
ent. Congratulations to Mercedes, June, and their parents 
for their devotion and efforts towards representing the 
Seminole Tribe in a positive light. 


sense of humor, June was named Miss Congeniality in 
the Jr. Miss category. For the talent competition, she nar- 
rated a video showing the process of making com sof- 
kee, a traditional Seminole drink. June will be starting 
her senior year at Brenau Academy in Gainesville, 
Georgia. 

The judges not only awarded points for the 
physical beauty of each contestant but also their poise, 
personality, and the ability to represent the Tribe with 
dignity as well. The talent section of the competition 
tested each contestant’s knowledge about the traditions, 
culture, and history of the Seminole. The judges had a 
difficult job in determining the finalists, because each 
young lady was qualified for the title. 

On Thursday evening, prior to the Saturday 
evening pageant, the contestants adhered to a schedule 
that allowed the judges to meet and interact with each 
contestant personally. The itinerary for the contestants 
and judges included a pool party and dinner at the 
Sheraton Hotel (with entertainment provided by the 
Dmms of Polynesia), and a banquet at the Tower Club 
with a beautiful flute recital by Sonny Nevaquaya. It all 
came down to a refined finish in the Seminole Tribal 
Office Auditorium. 

The graceful notes of Sonny Nevaquaya’s flute 
resonated through the air as guests arrived. Hosted by 
Moses Jumper, Jr. and co-hosted by former Seminole 
Princess, Erica Dietz, the program began with an invoca- 
tion by Jack Motlow. 

Mitchell Cypress, Acting Chairman/President 
welcomed the audience and thanked everyone for com- 
ing out to support the ladies in the pageant. Hollywood 
Tribal Councilman, Max Osceola, Jr. also welcomed the 
crowd and invited his mother, Laura Mae Osceola to 
speak a few words regarding the history of the Seminole 
Princess competition. 

Laura Mae said the idea for a Seminole Princess 
came from the need for positive public relations during 
the time of the Seminole Tribe’s organization in 1957. 
They were looking for someone to represent the Tribe in 
the public with dignity and eloquence. Connie Frank was 
selected for possessing those attributes as well as her 
beauty. 

Laura Mae encouraged everyone to remember where this 
Tribe came from, that things were not always as they are 
now and our elders suffered and worked hard for the 
future of the Seminole Tribe. She said, “be proud of who 


Pictures by Robert Kippenberger 
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Committee A ddresses Issues 

Tribal Fair Meeting 

By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Fair 
Committee met on August 29 to address concerns 
regarding space availability and consider new adver- 
tising outlets. 

Billy Cypress, Director of the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum, asked the Committee if it had deter- 
mined who will be placed in the “pole bam” with the 
Arts & Crafts Contest. The Committee, in a previous 
meeting, had considered putting the Art Contest in 
the space, 

Sandy Seiner said that, while Committee had decided 
to put the arts & Crafts Contest into the “pole barn,” 
placement of the art Contest was still in question. 

Stephen Bowers suggested that, in order to 
have space for both contests, a wall be placed in the 
middle of the room to hang pictures and posters. 
Everyone agreed that Bowers’ suggestion was feasi- 
ble. 

Sabrina Hall, The School/Group Committee 
member, introduced Cindi Inklebarger, Ad- 
Accountant for South Florida Parenting magazine. 

The Committee had asked members to investigate 
new and creative ways of advertising for the Tribal 
Fair and Rodeo. 

Ms. Inklebarger presented the Committee 
with a number of different advertising strategies 
offered by the magazine. 

The Committee was interested in was the 
“out-sert,” which is attached to the outside of the 
magazine. The “out-sert” combines a coupon and a 

See MEETING, page 8 


Incentive Awards 
And Banquet 



David Dehass, Brandtley Osceola and Max Osceola. 


By ALEXANDRA FRANK 

HOLLYWOOD — On September 3, the 
Education department held its annual, Incentive 
AwardsBanquet, which recognizes the educational 
achievements of Hollywood and non-resident stu- 
dents. 

The evening started out with the banquet 
catered by DiSalvos Italian Restaurant which was a 
big hit with the children and adults. 

After the banquet, the, students, parents and 
concerned adults filled the auditorium to see which 
Seminole students did well in the 2000 and 2001 
school year. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Josephine 
North, and Parent Advisory Committee members 
helped pass out award certificates. 

North started off the event with a brief intro- 
duction about the evenings history of the Incentive 
Awards and one for the 44th Anniversary of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

“Its been 44 years since the Seminole Tribe 
was established and that was in 1957. Back in that 
time I was born in 1952 so that makes me one of the 

See INCENTIVE, page 12 


Donations Collected To Help NY 



Outside of the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters the American flag and Seminole flag fly at half staff. 


HOLLYWOOD — The 

Hollywood Parent Advisory Commitee 
are collectiong donations for the refief 
fund to send to New York. Please help 
us to help them, from Sept. 30 through 
Oct. 5. 



A “Basket of Hope” can be located 
at the Holllywood Tribal Office 
Security Desk in Naomi Fewell’s 
office and in the Secretary/Treasures 
office. Thank you for your support. 


Stephen Billie, 
Champion Jr. 
Bull Rider 



Submitted by Jackie Thompson 

HOLLYWOOD — Stephen Billie, son of 
Steve Osceola and Rita Billie, attended Gary Leffew’s 
21 -day Bull Riding School from July 29-August 20. 

Billie, fellow bull rider Clinton Holt, WSBC 
cameraman Everett Osceola, chaperone Ray Rivera, 
and parents flew into Santa Maria, CA and drove 30 
minutes to Leffew’s ranch on the first day of his stay. 

Room and board were included, all meals 
were provided by Sandie and Dorothy Leffew, Gary’s 
wife and mother, respectively. 

Billie’s experience started early the next day. 
For the next 21 days, the mornings were spent in the 
classroom and running drills with practice barrel bulls. 

In the afternoon, the students would perform 
2-3 videotaped rides on real bulls. Afterwards, the stu- 
dents would go back to the classroom to watch the tape 
as Gary critiqued the rides, jump by jump. Gary 
stressed the importance of body position, posture, and 
balance during these sessions. 

At the end of the day, the students would con- 
clude with a meditation session atop a mountain on 
Leffew’s property. Meditation was stressed throughout 
the school by Leffew, who believes that becoming a 
great bull rider is 90% mental and 10% balance and 
strength. 

At the end of the school, Stephen’s uncles, 
Mitch and Kahain Osceola, came to bring him back to 
Florida. They were impressed by what Leffew had to 
say about Stephen’s ability. 

“He was an outstanding student,” said Leffew, 
“If I had his talent when I was his age, I probably 
would have won a lot more championships.” 

Upon his return from Leffew’s school, Billie 
began applying what he had learned by critiquing 
video of past rides. 

Stephen’s rodeo career began in 1998 at the 
Brighton Field Day and Rodeo when he told his father 
he wanted to ride a calf. 

After riding two calves in two rodeos, Billie 
moved up to steers for a bigger challenge. 

With encouragement from his family and 
friends from the Hollywood Horse Club (which is 
directed by David Dehass), Stephen entered in Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA), Florida Junior 
Rodeo Association (FJRA), and other rodeo events. 

In three years Stephen has earned 13 buckles, 
which are proudly displayed in a case at his home. His 

See CHAMPION, page 8 


BC Slam 1 1 

By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — It was an extravaganza of 
mettle, might, and muscle. The raucous band of 
wrestlers from the Native American Wrestling 
Federation and Florida Championship Wrestling 
stormed the ring in the Herman E. Osceola Gym on 
Sept. 8. 

Part of the wrestling event featured a celebra- 
tion of tradition that included Native dancing, tradi- 
tional foods, arts & crafts and alligator wrestling. 

Despite a thunderous rainstorm over the Big 
Cypress Reservation that evening, over 250 spectators 
arrived to witness the clash billed as, “Big Cypress 
Slam II.” 

There were grudges to be settled, and titles to 
be won. It was the prime setting for an evening of 
sports entertainment and exhibition of Native culture. 

Opening the show, with prayer, were 
Reverend Salan Hummingbird and Jonah Cypress. 

See SLAM, page 12 
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Another Side To Mad Mary Huff 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — Her 

nickname is “Mad Mary,” a name 
given to her from her family. This 
young 6th grader, spirited and 
extremely talented young girl is 
known for her riding ability in 
rodeo, however she reveals new tal- 
ents. Daughter of Vickie Huff and 
newly elected Brighton Council 
Representative, John Wayne Huff, 
Jr., she’s embarking and succeeding 
in another sport, softball. 

What an amazing summer 
for Mary. She was chosen to play 
and represent Creech Properties in 
the District softball games against 
Clewiston and Labelle, which 
Creech defeated both teams and 
went on to play in the state tourna- 
ment and placed 4th in state. 
Congratulations! In addition to 
playing in state competitions, Mary 
was also chosen to play in the soft- 
ball Native American Youth 
Organization (NAYO) tournament 
where her team placed third. 

Mary seems to be turning 
her energy towards softball and has, 
temporarily, put rodeo on the back 
burner. For good reason though. 
This summer she and Deanna 
Osceola, daughter of Janelle and 



“Mad” Mary Huff 


Jeff Robinson, were able to attend a 
pitching and softball camp at Florida 
State University, sponsored by 
Joanne Gray. Both girls feel they 
benefitted greatly from what they 
learned at camp. Deanna and Mary 
learned the appropriate stretching 
and exercises necessary before pitch- 
ing a game. It was at this camp 
where Mary’s pitching speed was 
clocked at 40 to 45 miles per hour. 

Upon returning from camp, 
Mary bought a canvas catcher and 
practices her pitching everyday. The 
Tribune has also learned that 12 girls 
were chosen to play on a traveling 
team. . . Mary was one of the twelve. 
The traveling team travels to Jupiter 
for the games and begins the end of 
September. 

The Summer was eventful 
for Mary in several other ways too. 
She was a Junior teacher during the 2 
weeks of Emahakv Vpelofv, and says 
that she enjoyed that very much. 

Another big event took 
place recently. Her father was elected 
as Brighton Council Representative. 
Mary has said that she is very proud 
of her father, he is busier these days 
and she misses him at times, but real- 
izes that his goal is to help all mem- 

See MARY, page 4 
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Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 • tribune@semtribe.com 


Dear Ms. Bowers and other Princess 
Committee members; 

Thanks for the opportunity to be 
a judge for this year’s Seminole Princess 
Pageant. 

Both my daughters and I greatly 
enjoyed meeting all of the contestants. 
They are all wonderful young women and 
all would represent the Tribe very well. 

I am very honored to have been 
asked to be a judge. 

Sincerely, 

Jill S. Creech, P.E. 

President 

Creech Engineers, Inc. 

Stuart, Florida 


Dear Wanda, 

Drums of Polynesia would like 
to take this opportunity and thank you for 
allowing us to perform for your special 
event. 

It has certainly been our pleasure 
in sharing our culture with you and your 
guests. And hopefully we met your expec- 
tations and beyond, to make your event 
that more special. 

We look forward to doing more 
business with you in the near future. 

Again, Mahalo. 

Sincerely, 

RJ Rewi 

Drums of Polynesia 

President 



Health Department Administrators and Program Directors 


Health Department 


The Seminole Health 
Department provides quality health care 
and promotes wellness within the commu- 
nities to ensure that all clients reach their 
health potential. 

The department includes medical, dental, 
and family services, which, through a 
coordinated effort by the different entities, 
works to meet the full needs of its clien- 
tele. 

Connie Whidden serves as 
Director of the Seminole Health 
Department. She can be reached at 962- 
2009 ext. 144. 

Other administrative staff 
includes: Terry Sweat, Administrative 
Services Manager, ext. 109; Robert North, 
Managed Care Program Manager, ext. 

142; Anthony Thomas, Environmental 
Health Manager, ext. 130; Suzanne Jaeger 


(nee Davis), Health Education 
Manager/Diabetes Coordinator, ext. 120; 
Michael Sofianos, DDS, Dental Services 
Manager, ext. 135; and Maria Speaks, 
Family Services Program Manager, ext. 
115. 

The Health Department is locat- 
ed at 3006 Josie Billie Avenue, 
Hollywood, FL. The phone numbers are: 
Administration and Medical clinic - (954) 
962-2009; Dental clinic (954) 964-3411; 
Family Services (954) 964-6338. 

Fax numbers for Administration 
and Dental clinic are (954) 985-8456 and 
(954) 987-5836. 

Office hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday - Friday (except for 
Medical clinic, which is closed every 
Thursday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for 
administrative duties.) 


Medical Clinic 


The clinic provides primary care 
service for the health concerns of Native 
Americans in all age groups. Services can 
be provided in the clinic or, if necessary, 
the client can be referred to an outside 
specialist. 


Nurse Practitioners perform 
physicals, pap smears/gynecologic exams, 
treat illnesses, and manage chronic condi- 
tions, i.e. diabetes, high blood pressure. 
The clinic also provides home health vis- 


its for patients unable to be seen in the 
clinic due to the severity of their illness or 
for home care needs. 

Transportation to hospitals (non- 
emergency) or outside doctor’s office 
appointments is also provided when nec- 
essary. 

In addition to the Nurse 
Practitioners, Dr. VanGelder 
is available to see patients by 
appointment twice a week. 
All clinic staff work together 
to coordinate patient care, 
including outside physicians. 

Clinical coordinator for 
the Hollywood Clinic is Lisa 
Allen, ARNP. She can be 
reached at (954) 962-2009, 
ext. 140. Pauline Good, 
ARNP also provides primary 
care and can be reached at 
ext. 139. 

Clinic staff includes 
Christine McAuley, RN, ext. 
140; Joann Martin, LPN; Lissette 
Jimenez, MA, ext. 102; Lawanna Niles, 
CHR, ext. 112; and Ralph Billie, 
Transporter, ext. 129. 



(L-R) Joann martin, Lissette Jiminez, Lisa Allen, 
Pauline Good and Christine McAuley. 


Dental Office 



tNEMIt 


(L-R) Kerry Descheene, Hope Miller, Judy Parks, Dr. Buck and Dr. Sofianos. 


Submitted by Kerry Descheene, RDH 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Seminole Dental Program is located with- 
in the Betty Mae Jumper Health Complex, 
next to the Medical Center. The Dental 
Program provides all phases of general 
dentistry to users of the Seminole Health 
Care Program. 

The Dental Program is also 
involved in Community Health Projects 
such as participating in Health Fairs, pro- 
viding dental screenings and Fluoride 
treatments to children enrolled in the 
Preschool Program, and providing 
Prevention Education Programs to differ- 
ent groups within the Seminole 
Community such as Diabetics and 
Parents/Guardians of Preschool Children. 

There are currently six employ- 
ees at the Hollywood Dental Program. Dr. 
Mike Sofianos, the Dental Program 
Director, is also the full time dentist. Dr. 
Susan Buck, the newest Hollywood Staff 
Dentist; Dr. Maria Smith, Pediatric 
Dentist; Kerri Descheene, RDH; Dental 
Hygienist, Judy Parks, Dental Assistant; 
and Hope Miller, Dental Assistant. 

The direct line to the Hollywood 
Dental Program is (954) 964-3411. The 


Fax number is (954) 965-1301. The 
Dental Program is open Monday - Friday, 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Schedule is as follows: 

Mon: Dr. Buck, Kerri - 8 a. m. to 5 p.m. 

Tue: Dr. Smith, Judy, Hope - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wed: Dr. Sofianos, Kerri - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Thur: Dr. Sofianos, Kerri - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Fri: Dr. Buck, Kerri - 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 



Dr. Maria Smith 


Seminole Broadcasting Department 



Bonnie Motlow 


Seminole Broadcasting is responsible for every aspect of the Seminole televi- 
sion network. Broadcasting provides the community with announcements, programs, 
and information to keep them aware of events on the reservations. 

Offices are located on each of the five reservations. The Hollywood office is 
located on the third floor of the Tribal Government Building. 

Danny Jumper serves as Director of Broadcasting and can be reached at (954) 
966-6300, ext. 1351. Robert “Bobby” Frank is Assistant Director, he can be reached at 
ext. 1354. 

The Hollywood employees include Lawrence Osceola, Station Manager and 
Production Coordinator, ext. 1355; Diana Matos, Editor, ext. 1356; Iretta Tiger, 
Assistant Editor, ext. 1356; Sharon Osceola, Office Manager, ext. 1353; Bonnie 
Motlow, Duplicator - responsible for copying edited tapes and distributing to other 
reservations, ext. 1358; Troy Tiger, Videographer, ext. 1355; Everett Osceola, 
Videographer, ext. 1355; and Charlie Tiger, Intern. 

To reach the Broadcasting Department call the Tribal Office, the direct line 
(954) 967-3485 or fax number (954) 967-3417. 



Everette Osceola 



Danny Jumper, Lawrence Osceola, Charlie Tiger, Sharon Osceola, Robert Frank, 
Diana Matos, Bonnie Motlow, Troy Tiger and Irette Tiger. 


Housing Department 







The Seminole Housing 
Department (STHD) is comprised of 
STHD Administration and four major 
divisions: Planning and Development, 
Construction and Maintenance, 
Mortgage/Finance and Insurance, and 
Residential Management. 

Each division contributes to the 
overall mission of STHD, which is to 
design and implement full-scale commu- 
nity development for all Tribal members 
and families. Offices are located on the 
third floor of the Tribal Government 
Building. 


existing structures, maintenance 
of rental properties and con- 
struction and contract oversight 
of contractors and sub-contrac- 
tors. 

Construction and 
Maintenance works very close- 
ly with the Planning and 
Development Division and 
Residential Management staff 
to ensure that objectives are 
accomplished and services 
coordinated. 

Juan Menendez, 
Construction Manager, ext. 
1717; Michael Pearl, 
Procurement Coordinator, ext. 






1722; 


Yolanda Liesdek, Dorian Lange, Peggie 
Reynolds and Joel Frank Sr. 

The following summaries illus- 
trate the key roles carried out by person- 
nel in each component. After each divi- 
sion is a list of personnel along with job 
titles, extension numbers and/or direct line 
and fax numbers. 

STHD Administration 

As the overall administrator of 
STHD, the Director is responsible for 
managing all aspects of the department. 
With the aid of the Administrative Deputy 
and technical support staff, Administration 
maintains daily operations and develops 
all short and long range plans. This office 
also submits all required reports to Tribal 
Administration and the Federal govern- 
ment, as applicable. 

Joel M. Frank, Sr., Housing 
Director, ext. 1701, direct line (954) 967- 
3804, fax (954) 967-3496; Peggie 
Reynolds, Administrative Deputy, ext. 
1750; Yolanda Liesdek, Executive 
Secretary, ext. 1703; 

Dorian Lange, 

Secretary II, ext. 

1751. 

Planning and 
Development 

The 

Planning and 
Development divi- 
sion of STHD coor- 
dinates architectur- 
al/ engineering serv- 
ices to develop 
functional 
Community 
Development plans 
integrating the fol- 
lowing: Housing (single/multifamily set- 
tings), Land Use and Environmental 
Design, Open Space and Recreation, 
Energy Use and Conservation, Flood 
Plain and Wetlands Management, Utilities 
and Historical 

Preservation/ Archaeological Surveys . 

Individual Tribal member servic- 
es include: architectural design and engi- 
neering (blueprints) for home or business, 
assistance with Tribal review and permit- 
ting processes, bid development, solicita- 
tion and contractor selection, and contract 
development and administration. 

The Planning and Development 
Division also provides contract 
development and administration for 
Tribal construction activities. 

Gloria Wilson, Planning and 
Development Manager, ext. 1725; 

Adelsa Williams, Secretary II, ext. 

1730. Fax number (954) 967-3449. 


Construction and Maintenance 

Headed by the STHD 
Construction Manager, the 
Construction and Maintenance 
Division focuses on the following 
activities: New construction of 
dwelling units and community facili- 
ties, renovation/rehabilitation of 


Ruscilla Tiger, Sue Jane Bert, Barbara Butera, 


Jackie Jones, Secretary, ext. 1719. 

Mortgage/Finance and Insurance 

While still in the initial stages of 
development and implementation, the 
Mortgage/ Finance and Insurance 
Division of STHD offers a range of 
housing opportunities to all Tribal 
members at all income levels. 

There are currently three compo- 
nents within the program. 

Homebuyer counseling: 
Homebuyer counseling and education 
workshops are designed for Tribal 
members seek- 
ing mortgage loans. 

The curriculum 
includes money 
management, home 
maintenance, loan 
application require- 
ments and post pur- 
chase counseling. 

Financial 
assistance: This 
component will 
help homebuyers, 
both on and off 
trust land, who need 
assistance in meet- 
ing cash require- 
ments upon moving into a new home. 
Assistance includes down payment and 
closing costs, as well as other cash 
expenses, such as utility connections or 
securing a mobile home on a foundation. 

Loan application assistance: 
Personal assistance is provided to help eli- 
gible Tribal 
members seek- 
ing loans for 
home purchase 
or rehabilitation 
of an existing 
home or to bor- 
row against the 
equity of homes 
they already 
own. 

Depending 
upon an appli- 
cant’s credit 
worthiness and 
his/her needs, a 
number of 
finance oppor- 
tunities are available, including conven- 
tional bank loans, HUD or Tribal loan 
guarantee programs and Tribal loans. 

The insurance program is 
designed to address the residential needs 
of Tribal communities. Through 
AMERIND, structural and content insur- 
ance is provided to all senior citizens and 
HUD assisted homes under STHD man- 
agement. Individual Tribal members who 
own their own homes have the option to 
purchase the home insurance that best 
suits their needs. 

Sampson Frank, Mortgage 
Finance and Insurance Manager, ext. 


STHD Accounting Department 

1771; Yvonne Waters, Mortgage/Insurance 
Coordinator, ext. 1772; Ken Goosens, 
Mortgage Specialist, ext. 1742. Fax num- 
ber is (954) 967-3875. 

Residential Management 

The segment of STHD that is 
most responsible for maintaining resident 
relations, providing services to residents 
and managing HUD assisted properties is 
the Residential Management Division. 

The staff carries out the following duties: 
Conduct required move-in, move-out and 
maintenance inspections of all rental and 
homeownership units, collect homebuyer 
and rental payments, prepare conveyance 
documents for 
homeowners, 
maintain tenant 
account receiv- 
ables and equity 
accounts, prepare 
and deliver notices 
of lease violations, 
terminations and 
evictions, maintain 
and update rental 
and homebuyer 
waiting lists for all 
reservations, deliv- 
er renter and 
homebuyer educa- 
tion sessions to applicants and residents. 

Ruscilla Tiger, Residential 
Management Manager, ext. 1744; Sue 
Jane Bert, Homeownership Coordinator, 
ext. 1743; Barbara Butera, Rental 
Coordinator, ext. 1754; Aranita Williams, 
Records Clerk, ext. 1741. Fax number is 
(954) 967-3875. 

Accounting 

Jaime Restrepo, Manager, ext. 
1760; Pete Russo, Accountant, ext. 1770; 
Valerie Frank, Secretary, ext. 1767; Danny 
Cardona, Accountant, ext. 1765. 


STHD Planning and Development 


Michael Perl, Jackie Jones, Juan Menendez. 
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Community News ❖ 

Profile: Speaking With Maggie Osceola 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD - Dressed in a cape, 2-design long 
skirt, and hair done up in the traditional style of her mother and 
grandmother, Maggie Osceola estimates her age to be 83 or 84 
years. 

Bird Clan, Maggie’s 
father was Jimmie Truett 
Osceola (Big Town) and her 
mother was Mary Motlow 
Osceola (Bird). Her husband 
was Jack Osceola (Otter). Her 
siblings are Frank, Bill, Joe 
Dan, Jimmie Hank, Max, and 
Annie Osceola Jumper. 

Unsure of her birth- 
place, Maggie says she grew 
up near the Big Cypress reser- 
vation. Mabel Moses Osceola, 

Maggie’s daughter and inter- 
preter, says that Maggie was in 
her late twenties or early thir- 
ties when she and Jack moved 
away to look for work. 

Maggie’s uncles 
worked in rock quarries in 
North Miami, which was 
where they lived until 
Maggie’s father passed away. 

After this tragedy, her 
brother, Bill, moved his mother 
and siblings to Hollywood. Bill was living in Hollywood, in a 
home built by the U.S. Government near the now-demolished 
Government Headquarters. 

Maggie’s family settled in a traditional village with a 


cooking chickee and 6 sleeping chickees, in an area east of the 
Turnpike, south of Stirling Road. Maggie worked in a 
Hollywood village, her first job. 

Maggie liked living in Hollywood, but they moved after 
a short time when Jack found work in Big Cypress. Maggie says 

they moved around a lot in 
search of work. 

Maggie says she liked living 
in chickee, but she likes living 
a house as well. The only dif- 
ference, says Maggie, is that 
the chickee has a breeze while 
the house has central air condi- 
tioning, which a nice feature. 

Maggie was about 10 years 
old when she started making 
her own clothes. Her mother 
told her she had to learn, and 
she has been sewing ever 
since. She is known for her 
palmetto dolls, but also sews, 
does bead work, and makes 
baskets as well. 

Maggie has attended the 
Tribal Fair since its beginning 
and says that she entered the 
clothing contest a few times 
but never won. Maggie has 
voted in many Tribal elections 
but was unsure if she had ever 
voted in a county or state election. 

The first time Maggie ever received a dividend, it was 
$25 dollars and was handed out at the Tribal office. 



Maggie Osceola is a portrait of a Seminole woman who has a 
lifetime of memories we can all benifit from. 


Homebuyer Education Class 


Housing Finance is teaching a 
free class on homebuyer education on 
Wednesday, October 3, 1-5 p.m. in the 
auditorium lobby in Hollywood. 

You must sign up for the class to 
attend. To sign up, either email or phone 
Ken Goosens at extension 1742. Please 
indicate whether you are a tribal member, 
if a spouse will be attending with you, 
and how you may be contacted to confirm 
that you may attend the class. 

This class will cover the follow- 
ing: 

What are the steps in borrowing 
money for a house? 

What are the main problems in 
qualifying for a loan? 

How may I fix problems with 
income, debts, and credit history? 

How much could I qualify to 

borrow? 


What assistance is available from 
the Tribe? 

What are the worst mistakes to 

avoid? 

This class is for people interested 
in finding out how to obtain a mortgage to 
build or purchase a home, both on the 
reservation and off the reservation. And 
for people who already own their home 
but want to find out about getting a mort- 
gage to renovate or expand the house. The 
class is for people who are considering 
paying for their own housing rather than 
people getting a house built by the Tribe. 

Enrollment is limited. Priority 
will be given to tribal members in the 
process of trying to obtain a housing loan. 
Spouses of tribal members may also 
attend. If there is room left, employees 
who are not tribal members may also 
attend. 



Your Money: How To Save On Auto Insurance 


Editor s note: Ken Goosens works for the 
Tribe in Housing Finance and counsels 
Tribal members on loans and their credit. 
He will be writing a series of articles on 
how Tribal members can better manage 
their personal finances. 

By Ken Goosens 

Everyone who owns a car needs 
to be protected by automobile insurance, 
but none of us needs to pay more than 
necessary for it. Insurance can easily cost 
a person thousands of dollars per year. 
What can be done to reduce this expense? 

The two most important things to 
do are to get quotes from multiple insur- 
ers and keep your driving record clean. 
Less important, but still worth doing, is to 
review your coverage to make sure you 
really need all parts of it. 

Recently, I compared companies 
for insurance after my insurer raised the 
price by $200 per year to renew an exist- 
ing policy. For two cars and two drivers, 
the prices quoted for the identical cover- 
age ranged from $3000 to $1700 per year. 
If you accepted insurance after checking 
only one or two companies, you could be 
paying far more than is necessary. 

Why does the same coverage dif- 
fer so much in cost? All insurance compa- 
nies assess the calculated risk that you are 
as a driver, but they do not use the same 
information. 

One company may offer a deep 
discount for people with superb credit his- 
tories, while another may not even check 
your credit history. 


Some will check your driving 
history for the last three years, whereas 
others might go back five years. 

Also, companies base their rates 
on the claims they get from the drivers 
they insure, which will differ for each 
company. Some accept drivers only with 
good driving records, while others insure 
riskier drivers. 

Some companies that provide 
good rates and service in Florida include 
GEICO, Kemper, Progressive, AIG, 
USAA, and State Farm. Keep in mind that 
there are many more companies offering 
insurance that might be better for you. 

However, all companies will 
check your driving record for accidents 
and violations of motor vehicle laws. You 
may be denied insurance or forced to pay 
far more if you are responsible for several 
accidents, have multiple speeding viola- 
tions, or have a serious violation, such as 
a suspended license or conviction for 
drunk driving. 

Black marks remain on your 
record for years, and the increased cost of 
insurance may be far more than any fines. 
A young person could easily pay $2000 
more annually in insurance for years, if he 
was found to be at fault in two accidents 
that did only several hundred dollars in 
damage. 

An acquaintance of mine pleaded 
in court that she drove by a school bus 
unloading at the side of a four-lane road 
only because her view was obstructed by 
another vehicle also passing. The judge 
lowered her fine from $225 to $35, but 


still found her guilty. She was shocked 
when her insurance company then refused 
to renew her insurance because of the 
serious violation. 

The state of Florida allows peo- 
ple with only one violation in a year to go 
to driving school to improve their driving 
record. This time and expense is well 
worth it. 

Sometimes people may be tempt- 
ed to decrease their insurance coverage to 
save money. This may be a dangerous 
mistake. 

For example, if you harm others 
in an accident but your liability coverage 
is not enough to pay the damages, you 
may be sued for your assets, including 
your home and other property. 

You may not need some parts of 
insurance coverage, however. The 
Seminole Tribal health care plan covers 
injuries and illness. You may not need 
additional medical coverage for yourself 
in the automobile insurance, but you still 
need coverage to pay for health bills of 
others you may harm. 

You may want to save money by 
increasing your deductibles on claims to 
$500. Collision and comprehensive pay 
only up to your car’s actual cash value, 
and may not be worth the coverage if you 
car is old or has little cash worth. 

Finally, don’t pay extra for cov- 
erage for towing if road emergencies are 
already covered, such as in the American 
Automobile Association auto club plan. 


Cut Phosphorus To Help Lake Okeechobee 


By South Florida Water Management District 

To help reduce algae levels in Lake Okeechobee, a 
University of Florida researchers says ranchers can eliminate 
phosphorus fertilizer without reducing the healthy growth of for- 
age grasses. 

Jack Rechcigl, director of UF’s Gulf Coast Research 
and Education center in Ona, said grasses used in beef and dairy 
cattle grazing fields are capable of using phosphorus found deep 
in the soil. Plus, he said, phosphorus in grass that animals eat is 
naturally recycled. 

Based on a $500,000 research project with stargrass, 
UF’s Institute of Food and agricultural Sciences (IFAS) may 
soon change its phosphorus recommendations for this type of 
grass, Rechcigl said. His previous research at UF’s Range Cattle 
research and Education Center in Ona resulted in a 1 990 recom- 
mendation that ranchers not add phosphorus to bahiagrass fields. 
The South Florida Water Management District funded the current 
research project on stargrass. 

Findlay Pate, director of the Ona facility, said the 
change in fertilizing practices saves the Florida beef cattle indus- 
try about $10million annually. 

But more importantly, eliminating phosphorus fertilizer 
will help keep Lake Okeechobee water clear by limiting the 
algae’s main food supply, Rechcigl said. 

“We have found that the best way to control algae on 
lakes is to reduce the most limiting nutrient it needs,” Rechcigl 
said. “In the case of Lake Okeechobee, that limiting nutrient is 
phosphorus.” 

While there are other sources for phosphorus found in 
the lake, Rechcigl said water managers believe runoff from pas- 
ture grasses can be controlled. Their task was simplified when 
researchers discovered forage grasses used phosphorus located 
three feet below the soil surface, he said. 

“Normally when you sample soil in a field, you only 
test the first six inches which generally is very low in phospho- 
rus,” Rechcigl explained. “What people didn’t realize is that 
these perennial grasses have roots that go deep enough to get 


phosphorus where it exists naturally.” 

Leaving phosphorus out of their fertilizer mix has resulted in 
cost savings for the Williamson Cattle Company, the 
Okeechobee-area ranch where most of Rechcigl’s research is 
conducted. 

“This a practice that saves money and helps the envi- 
ronment at the same time,” said Frank “Sonny” Williamson Jr., 
one of the ranch’s owners and a former chairman of the South 
Florida Water Management District Governing Board. 
“Phosphorus in the lake comes from many areas other than agri- 
culture, but it’s very true we have some problem with agricultur- 
al runoff. 

“Obviously, if you can reduce phosphorus fertilizer or 
eliminate it, that’s a win-win because it costs less money and it 
also helps solve the problem” he said. 

Steffany Gornak, a senior environmental analyst with 
the SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center and project manager 
for this research contract, said the research benefits both ranch- 
ers and the general and the general public. 

“The positive things for the landowners is that they are 
able to meet our phosphorus regulations and realize a cost sav- 
ings in the process,” Gornak said. “This will help ensure better 
quality surface water going into Lake Okeechobee, which is bet- 
ter for the environment and the public.” 

Rechcigl said researchers also are looking into other 
ways to minimize phosphorus runoff. The addition of limestone 
or gypsum effectively locks the element in place while keeping it 
available to the grass, he said. 

“The calcium in these two compounds mixes with the 
phosphorus and forms calcium phosphate, effectively putting the 
phosphorus in an immobile state that won’t run off,” Rechcigl 
said. “This method stores the phosphorus in the soil and allows 
the plant to get it like a slow-release vitamin.” 

For more information about this research and other 
ways to reduce phosphorus going into Lake Okeechobee, please 
phone the SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center at 863-463-5260 
or 800-250-4200. 
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O.B. Osceola, Jr.: New 
Naples Representative 


By Libby Blake 

NAPLES - I recently had the 
opportunity to sit down with newly 
appointed Council Representative for the 
Naples community, 32-year-old O. B. 
Osceola, Jr. The following is a transcript 
of that conversation. 

When were you asked to con- 
sider representing the Naples communi- 
ty on the Council? I was first 
approached about representing the Naples 
community in the early summer of this 
year. 

What do you feel you, specifi- 
cally, can do for your community? I will 
bring the Naples community and the 
Tribal government closer together. I hope 
to implement a program that involves 
each and every Tribal member in Tribal 
government. I will also develop a system 
to notify community members of any and 
all meetings through the use of e-mail, fax 
or phone - smoke signals, if I have to. 

I want our community to have 
timely and accurate information. I do not 
believe in the “heard it through the 
grapevine” form of communication. This 
is very unhealthy for the Tribe. 

How does that, or does it, dif- 
fer from what the other representatives 
did for the community? I will not 
answer a question like that. I don ’t feel 
comparing myself to anyone else is a 
responsible way of life. I will do the best I 
can based on my own set of beliefs and 
background. 

Being born and raised in the 
Naples area, do you believe you have a 
better understanding of the communi- 
ty’s needs? Being born and raised in the 
Naples area does give me an advantage in 
representing my community, however, its 
more of Low’ I’ve lived my life in Naples. 
The slug that lives on my front porch was 
born and raised in Naples but it has no 
effect on the rest of the slugs in the front 
yard. 

Eve always been active in 
Collier County politics, as has my father 
and sister. 

Your whole family has been 
involved? How? We are all active in 
community affairs. My father (O.B. 
Osceola Sr.) builds Indian chickees for a 
living and this takes a great deal of 
involvement in local government. 

It is important to my father, and 
all Seminoles, that local and state govern- 
ments avoid regulating the construction of 
chickees. Any form of regulation can lead 
to the destruction of chickee building as 
an occupation for Seminole and 
Miccosukee people. 

My sister, Tina Osceola, is the 
Public Affairs Supervisor for the Collier 


County Sheriffs Office. She has been 
there six years. She is also on the Budget 
Review Committee for United Way of 
Collier County and is an alumnae of 
Leadership Collier. She is always on tele- 
vision and is quoted regularly in the local 
newspapers. 

She holds a B.A. (Bachelor of 
Arts) degree in Political Science from 
Rollins College and an MPA (Master of 
Public Administration) degree from Nova 
Southeastern University. 

What is your educational back- 
ground? I graduated from St. John 
Neumann High School here in Naples in 
1986. I also hold an Associates Degree in 
Business from Edison Community 
College. 

In all our conversations, you 
have always spoken very highly of your 
father and mother. You seem to have a 
lot of respect for them. If you had to 
pick one thing that your father, or your 
mother, taught you while you were 
growing up that most influenced the 
person you are today, what would that 
be? Both my parents mean a lot to me. 
They are very good parents and are now 
the best of grandparents to both of my 
daughters and to my niece and nephew. 
(O.B. is the father of Bryce, age 6, and 
Victoria, age 3.) 

My father has taught me not to 
back down from confrontation, but most 
importantly, my father taught me honor. 
There is no honor in fighting without a 
cause. 

What would you like to see 
happen in your community and how 
will you encourage and support this? / 

would like to see my community step up to 
the plate and become active players in the 
Tribe. I truly believe that we need to help 
our Tribal leaders with solutions to some 
of the issues we face. It takes oxygen and 
a tongue to complain and point out prob- 
lems, but it takes character to find solu- 
tions. 

You recently held your first 
community meeting. How did it go? 

Yes, the first community meeting is now 
over. We had a poor turnout, but most of 
the conversation among those who did 
attend was very productive. I hope to 
work on increased participation at these 
community meetings. 

I feel that although it is impor- 
tant for the Tribe to provide services to 
members, it is even more important that 
Tribal members be active participants in 
their government and community. 

According to the 

Secretary/Treasurer’s Office, there are 
currently 49 enrolled Tribal Members liv- 
ing in the Naples’ area. 


Attention Seminole Vietnam Veterans 


Recently the final regulations 
Agent Orange related to diabetes Type 2 
were published. If you are a Vietnam 
Veteran and served “In-Country” and a 
Type 2 Diabetic you are eligible for bene- 
fits. Not maybe you are eligible! Please 
consult with your reservation clinic to 
make sure you are a Type 2 Diabetic. 
Please see below for the official 
Department of Veteran Affairs 
Announcement. 

DIABETES/AGENT ORANGE 
REGULATION A final regulatory 


amendment adding Type 2 Diabetes to 
VA’s list of disease for which VA allows 
presumptive service-connection based on 
herbicide (including Agent Orange), was 
published in the Federal register pages 
23166-23169, on May 8, 2001. The effec- 
tive date of this regulation is July 9, 2001. 

Please contact Stephen D. 
Bowers at the Hollywood Tribal Office, 
954-966-6300 ext. 1480 for assistance in 
applying for benefits. You must have doc- 
umentation of your Vietnam (“In- 
Country”) service in order to apply. 


Volunteer Opportunities 


Girl Scouts Troop Leaders Needed: 

The Girl Scots of Broward 
County has hundreds of new girls who 
have registered for Girl Scouts and we 
are in immediate need for troop leaders 
and assistance troop leaders throughout 
the country. 

These girls are of all ages (5-17) 
and troops are located from Deerfield to 
Miramar and Weston to Dania. 

Girl Scouts of Broward County 
provides all volunteer leader training and 
staff support. Volunteers must be over the 
age of 18. 

We don’t want to keep these 
girls waiting. . .if you can find just a few 
hours a week, you can help girls grow 
strong. 

For more information, please 
call the Girl Scouts of Broward County 
at 954-739-7660, extension 220. 

The Children Need You! 

Adult volunteers are needed in 
Broward County’s Elementary Schools. 


The Listen To Children 
Program, a one on one mentoring pro- 
gram and The I’m Thumbody program, a 
2nd grade self-esteem program both 
sponsored by the Mental Health 
Association of Broward County, seek 
dedicated, caring adults to volunteer. 
Volunteers will receive specialized train- 
ing at the MHA office, located at 7145 
W. Oakland Pk. Blvd. (Oakwood Plaza) 
in Lauderhill, FL. 

October training dates are: 

Listen To Children (Mentoring program): 
Tuesday and Thursday, October 2 and 4 
both days from 9-3. Also, Tuesday and 
Thursday, October 23 and 25 evenings, 
6-10 p.m. 

I’m Thumbody (Second Grade 
Self-Esteem program): Tuesday October 
4 from 9:30 a.m., - Noon. 

For additional information about 
volunteering and to register for training, 
please call the Mental Health Association 
of Broward County at 954-746-2055 and 
ask for Elly Ort. 
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Recreation’s Upcoming Events 


By Michael James 

Take note of the upcoming 
events from Brighton Recreation and 
mark your calendars: 

On October 17th, recreation 
will be starting at pool league. Starting 
October 1 7th, games will be held every 
Wednesday night at 6:30 in the 
evening. This league is for adults. A 
league for younger adults is in the 
process of being formed. 

November 14: Senior Citizen 
Shuffleboard Tournament. 

November 17: 1st Annual 
Brighton Turkey Bowl, for both men 
and women. 


Water Aerobics are held for 
Senior Citizens every Monday and 
Wednesday at 11pm and then at 2pm. 
Each session lasts for an hour. 

Scheduled for November 9th 
and November 10th: a concert, during 
the Circuit Finals, with Lightfoot, actor 
in the movie Indian in the Cupboard , 
and known rapper, scheduled to per- 
form at 8pm on November 10th. 
Lightfoot is scheduled to hold a guest 
speaker session first before going on to 
perform. Look for more details as the 
event draws closer. 


Eastern Indian Junior 
Rodeo Results 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — The fol- 
lowing are the results from the final 
rodeo, held on September 8 at the 
Brighton reservation: 

Mutton Busting: 1) Toby 
Gopher 2) Nauthke Henry; 3) Tanner 
Burdette 4) Vytail Cote 5) Austin 
Holmes 6) Andre Landon 7) Kelton 
Smedley 8) Cindy Landon 9) Riley 
Smith 10) Dalton George. 

Dummy Calf Roping: 1) 
Kevin Lawrence 2) Raven Smith 3) 
Andre Landon 4) Austin Holmes 5) 
Cindy Landon 6) Riley Smith 7) 
Kelton Smedley 8) Chastity Harmon. 

Calf Riding: 1) Randel 
Osceola 2) Guage Gay 3) Justin 
Aldridge 4) Ethan Gopher 5) Nathan 
Gopher 6) Seth Randolph 7) Kholt 
Thomas 8) Andrew Holmes. 

Senior Steer Undecorating: 
1) Joe Hipp 2) Benny Hernandez 3) 
Jennifer Deveaugh 4) Ayze Henry. 
Junior Breakaway: 1) Jonathon 
Torres. 

Senior Breakaway: 1) 

Joshua Torres 2) Georgie Williams 3) 
Benny Hernandez. 

Team Roping: l)Georgie 
Williams and Buckie Williams 2) 
Joshua and Jonathon Torres 3) Benny 
Hernandez and Joe Hipp. 

Junior Goat Tying: 1) Jonathon 
Torres. 

Senior Goat Tying: 1) 

Jennifer Deveaugh 2) Joshua Torres 
3) Caylyn Gonzalez 4) Benny 
Hernandez 5) Georgie Williams 6) 


Bucky Williams. 

Wild Pony Riding: 1) 
Justin Aldridge 2) Seth Randolph 3) 
Nathan Gopher. 

Pee Wee Barrel Racing: 1) 
Nauthke Henry 2) Calgary Johns. 

Junior Barrel Racing: 1) 
Ethan Gopher. 

Senior Barrel Racing: 1) 
Ayze Henry 2) Reba Osceola 3) 
Leanna Billie 4) Victoria Hernandez 
5) Jennifer Deveaugh. 

Junior Bull Riding: 1) Nathan 
O’ Herein 2) Buckshot Morrison 3) 
Jerome Davis. 

End of the Year Champions: 
Mutton Busting: Nauthke Henry, 
Calf Roping: Ethan Gopher, Bull 
Riding: Buckshot Morrison, 

Dummy Calf Roping: Kevin 
Lawrence, Junior Breakaway: (tie)- 
Joshua Torres and Benny Hernandez, 
Junior Steer Undecorating: Randel 
Osceola, Senior Steer 
Undecorating: Joe Hipp, Junior 
Goat Tying: Jonathon Torres 
Senior Goat Tying: Jennifer 
Deveaugh 

Team Roping: Georgie and Bucky 
Williams, Wild Pony Riding: Seth 
Randolph, Pee Wee Barrel Racing: 
Nauthke Henry, Junior Barrel 
Racing: Ethan Gopher, Senior 
Barrel Racing: Ayze Henry. 

Congratulations to all the 
winners and participants! 


Brighton Hosts NASA Tourney 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — On August 
17-18, the Brighton Reservation, with 
combined sponsorship from all Board 
and Council Representatives, the Tampa 
Casino, and Brighton Recreation, host- 
ed the Native American Sports 
Association (NASA) softball tourna- 
ment. 8 women’s teams and 12 men’s 
teams competed in the double elimina- 
tion tournament. 

NASA consists of softball 
teams from 5 tribes all over the country. 
The Seneca Tribe from New York, 
Poarch Creek from Alabama, the 
Choctaw Tribe from Mississippi, the 
Cherokee Tribe from North Carolina 
and the Seminole Tribe. 

This is the second consecutive 
time that Brighton has hosted NASA. 
Generally, each tribe alternates their 
hosting responsibility. However, the 
planned hosting facility was not com- 
pleted in due time, so Brighton agreed 
to host another year. 

Four teams from the Seminole 
Tribe competed: Brighton Trading Post 
and Lady Seminoles, the Seminole 
Tribe team, and the Hollywood 


Seminole Team. 

In the double elimination tour- 
nament, the Seminole Team placed sec- 
ond. This team consisted of Head 
Coach Tony Sanchez, Marvin Bowers, 
Larry Howard, Richard Osceola, Jamie 
Smith, Gilbert King, Derrick Thomas, 
John Tommie, Naha Jumper, Jason 
DiCarlo, Kevin Bert, Johnnie Boone, 
Roy Garza, John Madrigal, and Elton 
Shore. The team received shirts and 
sponsor trophies. First place went to 
“Native Worth,” the Choctaw team 
from Mississippi. 

In an additional tournament, 
the Home Run Derby, Susie Renee 
Davis of Immokalee placed second in 
the nation. Although there was no prize 
for second, she now holds a national 
title. First place went to Renee Phillips 
from Mississippi. 

In the men’s category, Kevin 
Bert, from the Seminoles team, placed 
first, hitting 5 out of 10 homeruns. Bert 
received prize money totaling 
$1500.00. 

Congratulations to The Lady 
Seminoles for placing third, after being 
eliminated by the Ladies of Choctaw. 


Incentive Awards Held 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE —The 
Brighton Incentive Awards ceremony is 
scheduled to be held on September 2 1 . 
The following is a tentative list of stu- 
dents who will receive an award for the 
2001-2001 school year. In the next issue, 
photos of award recipients, guest speaker 
interviews, and additional award recipi- 
ents will be published. Congratulations to 
those receiving an award! 

Kindergarten: Jarayca Baker, Garrett 
Huston, Jamie Gonzales, Phillip Jones, 
Wade Micco, Destiny Nunez, Randy 
Shore, Janet Smith, Cody Tiger, Marshall 
Tommie and J.T. Smith 
Majority A’s: Lois Billie, Stevie 
Brantley and D’Anna Osceola 
A - Average: Mary Huff, Hillary Josh 
and Heather Peterson 
Advanced Classes: Brett huff, D’Anna 
Osceola, Lysandra Osceola, Keyah 
Osceola 

Honors Classes: Alona Driggers, 

D’Anna Osceola and Jarrid Smith 
All A (Bonus): Stevie Brantley 
Improved G.P.A.: Justin Aldridge, 

Dalton Bert, Reese Bert, Jr., Alexander 
Buck, Justin Chalfant, Joshua Girtman, 
Codene Jumper, Cordell Jumper, Minnie 
Osceola, Randel Osceola, Tallbird Pewo, 
Jacob Robinson, Josie Snow, Stormin 


Youngblood 

B Average: Justin Aldridge, Bryan 
Arledge, Dalton Bert, Damen Bert, 
Arianna Billie-Cypress, Rachel Billie, 
Shaun Billie, Troy Billie, Wesley Bishop, 
Trina Bowers, Alexander Buck, Christian 
Buck, Emily Cortez, Amber Craig, 
Stephanie Dixon, Alona Driggers, Hosea 
Girtman, Hilliard Gopher, Ynez 
Gonzalez, Kelly Haught, Andrea Holata, 
Shelby Huff, Ty Huff, Kimberly 
Huffman, Tommie Jackson, Melanie 
Jones, Sheila Jones, Cordey Jumper, 
Jenna McDuffie, Alicia Nunez, Keyah 
Osceola, Kristina Osceola, Lysandra 
Osceola, Nikki Osceola, Reba Osceola, 
Ryan Osceola, Tallbird Pewo, Hayden 
Roberts, Eric Robinson, Brittany Smith, 
Jarrid Smith, Audrey Snow, Ryan E. 
Snow, Ashley Spencer, Stormin 
Youngblood 

Perfect Attendance: Melanie Jones, 
Sheila Jones, Cordey Jumper, Ryan E. 
Snow 

Attendance Missed-3 Days or Less: 

Dalton Bert, Reese Bert, Jr., Shaun 
Billie, Troy Billie, Alona Driggers, Ty 
Huff, Phillip Jones, Cordell Jumper, 
Destiny Nunez, Adam Osceola, D’Anna 
Osceola, Kristina Osceola, Ryan Osceola, 
Heather Peterson, Hayden Roberts, Eric 
Robinson, Marcus Robinson, CeeJae 
Smith, Janet Smith, Audrey Snow 


Mary 

Continued from page 1 



Tribe, not just a few. As far as school, she finds it 
challenging this year but says she can handle it. 

It has always been a pleasure to visit with 
Mary and her family, and we wish her the best of 
luck and keep up the good work! 


Cattle And Range 
Employees “Get Away” 

By Michael James 

FT MYERS — Every year, after the task 
of shipping the Seminole Tribe’s cattle is done, 
Cattle and Range employees from the Big Cypress 
and Brighton reservations set sail for some serious 
fishing. This event, now a tradition, was started by 
former Seminole Tribe President Fred Smith. 

This year, on August 18, Cattle and Range 
employees boarded the Get Away Marine Fishing 
Boat for an all-day fishing excursion. 50 people set 
sail in hopes of catching grouper, tuna and macker- 
el. 

The group, which had left Brighton the 
night before, stayed at the Lani Kai Hotel. The 
employees arrived at the docks at 7:00 a.m. to 
board the fishing boat. 

The employees also held an impromptu 
fishing tournament, which required a $20.00 entry 
fee. Awards were given for catching the “biggest” 
fish, the “smallest” fish, and the “most” fish. 

Reeling in the “biggest” fish was Jamie 
Teriell, the guest of Tribal employee LB Smith. 
Winner of the “smallest” and “most fish” prizes 
was Brighton Board Representative, Alex Johns. 

After fishing all day, the group cleaned up 
their catch and had a fish fry. The trip was spon- 
sored by Brighton Board Representative Alex 
Johns, Big Cypress Board Representative Paul 
Bowers, and acting Chairman and President of the 
Seminole Tribe Mitchell Cypress. 



License 

Problems? 


We Can Help 


Suspended 


License 


Revoked 


License 


Traffic Ticket 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 



OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


Dr. Siudmak 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

* Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 
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In five minutes they will be on a school bus. 
Somebody on the bus may ask them if they want to try drug 


h V ■ i 




fffff 


m 


ft 


% 


L'jt'ji 






mum 


mil 








&*■ 




P/ffliilf If 


IT- fr7?J 


Ifprillfff IWj 


f j/j 


I wm 


} i 






i il 


M 


mi 




mH) 




rrr ipf# 




nmnn 


.1 


ILfiiuurjj 




would be a good time to talk to them 
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Who is your child's best friend? What does your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does you 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1. 800.788. 28G0. 


Communication. The AntTDrug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
www. T Lean ridrug.com 
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Education News ❖ 

National Competition Seeks Students 


If you think today’s teens lack imagination 
and are not willing to help others, thing again. The 
middle school students participating in the Bayer/NSF 
Award are proving that they are the “Innovation 
Generation,” creative, community-minded young peo- 
ple using science and technology to develop intrigu- 
ing solutions to some of the nation’s most pressing 
and poignant problems. 

Now calling for entries for the 2001-2001 
school year, the Bayer/NSF Award is an exciting real- 
world experience that draws students of all interests 
and ability levels to science and community service. 
Past participants have tackled problems ranging from 
helping deal athletes communicate with coaches and 
tapping into a new power source for low-income fam- 
ilies to building affordable housing on a Native 
American Reservation. 

Last year, nearly 2,000 student competed 
nationwide, brainstorming, researching, testing and 
working with community mentors to tackle the prob- 
lems that matter most to them. Three to four middle 
school students and an adult coach constitute a team; 
teams do not need to be affiliated with a school. 

Ten finalist teams and their coaches win a 


week in Walt Disney World[r] Resort where a panel 
of engineers, research scientists and educators evalu- 
ate their entries. Winners receive US Saving Bonds 
of up to $5,000 for first, second and third place, and 
one team wins the $25,000 Columbus Foundation 
Community Grant, seed money to bring their project 
to life. 

“There is a serious housing shortage on our 
reservation” says eighth-grader Omney Sees the 
Ground of Crow Agency, MT. She and her three 
teammates won the $25,000 grant to help with the 
costs of building a straw-block community center 
using a once-popular construction method they tested 
for its fireproof, waterproof and insulation qualities. 
“I know now that I can make a difference using sci- 
ence,” Omney says. 

Student and coaches can call 1-800-291- 
6020 for details or visit www.bayemsfaward.com for 
more information and an entry form. The deadline 
for receipt of all entries is January 31, 2002. The pro- 
gram is sponsored by Bayer Corporation, the 
National Science Foundation and the Christopher 
Columbus Fellowship Foundation and is endorsed by 
the National Middle School Association. 


Important ACT Test Information 


College-bound high school students who 
need to take an entrance exam have two chances to 
register for the ACT before the October 27, 2001 test 
date. The postmark registration deadline is Friday, 
September 2 1 . The late registration deadline is 
October 5 (an additional fee is required for late regis- 
tration). Students can get information from their 
school counselor or register online at www.act.org. 

ACT scores are accepted by virtually all col- 
leges in the nation, including all Ivy League schools. 


The test fee is $24 ($27 in Florida). A student’s ACT 
scores are considered by colleges, along with several 
other important factors, for admissions and course 
placement. Other factors include high school GPA, 
college prep courses taken in high school, extracur- 
ricular activities, personal background and other 
information. 

The ACT is given nationwide and is taken 
by more than one million high school graduates each 
year. 


It’s Time To Go Back To School 


By Barbara Secody 

Well, it’s that time again! The kids will no 
longer sleep late and mn free - and the “stay-at- 
home” moms will be able to again sleep late and mn 
free. The following check list may help out the par- 
ents and kids: 

Kids: 

• Try on your school clothes. 

Do they still fit? 

• Inform your parents which clothes 
need to be replaced. 

• Decide if you will buy lunch or carry 
your lunch. 

• Check out what school supplies are 
still needed. 

• Hit the sack early the night before 
school starts (get used to going to 
bed early - remember: early to bed - 
early to rise) 

• Get up in time to have a good 
breakfast before leaving for school - 
remember: breakfast is your most 
important meal. 

• Watch the clock - watch for the bus! 

• Set your priorities and goals - 
and go for it! 


Parents: 

• Check your children’s clothing - 
summer growth may surprise you! 

• Take advantage of before school 
sales - for clothing and school 
supplies. 

• Set a schedule for bedtime and for 
getting up in the mornings. 

• Make sure that your children have 
breakfast food available to them. 

• Allocate a space for your children 
that they may consider their own 
space - for their homework and 
school projects. 

• Send your children off to school with 
a positive attitude. Avoid setting the 
tone for the day to be depressing or 
angry for your children. 

• Set a time to share the day’s events 
and activities with your children 
when they return home from school. 

During or after dinner is often a good 
time. 

School is a challenging time for parents and chil- 
dren alike - but if everyone abides by the mles and 
goals that have been set - you can all look forward 
to an enjoyable and educational year. 



If You re I 
Trouble . . . 


License Problems 
Suspended 
License 

Revoked License 
Traffic Tickets 
DU I 

Nursing Home 
Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 

Staff Negligence 


The Law Offic 


of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


>< >t u a »i n 


HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 



Anthony "Tony" Sralt-sc 
Irihal Humber Kuchin (pflHluta 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 
Traffic Violations 


As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 7ft Ave. Suite 105* Plantation, Florida 33317 


The hiring of a lawyer is an importanl tlecisLun that sb-utiJtl not he 
hast'd solely upon ail ver List 1 ini' ills. Before you decide, ask us Lu si nil 
you free written information about oar qualifications anti experience. 



Tribal Dividends Accepted 

24 Hrs.* Speedy Release* Professional Service 

Tel: 954, 583,9119 3232 W. Broward Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FI, 33312 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 

We Deliver 
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Health Comer ❖ Chaneege enchoge ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 

Coping With Tragedy 


Members of the Nashville Area Tribes are 
urged to be aware of the warning signs of stress and 
seek assistance as they attempt to cope with the 
recent and terrible events that have shaken our coun- 
try. 

A crisis, such as the tragedy that struck the 
United States on Sept. 11, is traumatic, disruptive, 
and affects everyone. Traumatized people generally 
will not stop functioning, but they will react in fairly 
predictable ways (with some differences due to age 
and maturity). 

It is important to recognize reactions to a 
crisis and the emotions that are normal and necessary 
to cope with traumatic events. When you recognize 
and understand these reactions, you’ll be more com- 
fortable with your own feelings and the variety of 
emotions displayed by others. 

These are some common feeling and reac- 
tions that people in a crisis will express and/or dis- 
play: 

Trouble sleeping or changes in appetite. 

Illness and physical symptoms such as 
stomachaches, headaches, and nausea. 

Feeling sad and depressed and having low 

energy. 

Feeling emotionally “numb,” disconnect- 
ed, or withdrawn from others. 

Crying easily, feeling a sense of despair 
and hopelessness. 

Feeling extremely protective of or fearful 
for the safety of loved ones. 

In children, acting-out, clinging, and/or 
reverting to “childish” behavior previously out- 
grown, such as thumb sucking or bed-wetting. 

Increased alcohol consumption and/or 
substance abuse. 

Increased irritability, arguments and 
family discord, including domestic violence. 

Persons who experience these symptoms for 
more than one month should consider seeking out- 
side professional services at your local mental health 
center. Of course, if the recognized symptom is sub- 


stance abuse and/or domestic violence, by all means, 
seek help immediately ! 

What steps can you take personally to effec- 
tively cope with your stress and ensure good self- 
care? 

Exercise. Strenuous exercise (assuming 
that you’re in good physical health), alternated 
with relaxation will help alleviate physical reac- 
tions, such as loss of energy. 

Talk to people, including your spiritual 
counselor. Talk is healing medicine. 

Accept support from loved ones, friends, 
and neighbors. People do care. 

Give yourself permission to feel rotten, 
particularly if suffering from loss. 

Eat well-balanced and regular meals, get 
some rest, and stick to a routine. 

What steps can family members take to sup- 
port each other in your time of healing and attempts 
at returning to “normal”? 

Talk about the crisis. Encourage family 
members to describe the event in terms of what 
they thought, felt, and experienced. 

Allow time to heal. Give everyone time 
to heal at their own pace. Tell each other how 
much they are appreciated. Offer praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Engage in tribal healing ceremonies and 
rituals aimed at renewing the spirit and strength- 
ening family bonds. 

Remember, you will emerge from this crisis, 
although things will not be the same. In fact, in 
many ways, the experience may make you stronger 
through your Hope, Faith, and sound Sense of 
Family and Community. 

Information sources for this fact sheet 
include: the American Red Cross, the American 
Psychological Association, the Los Angeles County 
Department of Mental Health and John Weaver, 
LCSW. 

Adapted by Pamela D. Taylor, Ph.D., Area 
Psychologist, Nashville Area Indian Health Service. 


Hollywood Health Clinic Schedule 


8 a.m. to 4:30 

8 a.m. to 9 
9 a.m. to 11:30 
1 p.m. to 4:30 

8 a.m. to 9 
9 a.m. to 11:30 
9:30 a.m. to 11 

1 p.m. to 4:30 

8 a.m. to 9 
9 a.m. to 11:30 
1 p.m. to 3 
3 p.m. to 4:30 


Monday 


p.m. 

Walk-Ins 

Tuesday 

a.m. 

Walk-Ins 

a.m. 

Appointments 

p.m. 

Appointments 

Wednesday 


a.m. Walk-Ins 
a.m. Appointments 
a.m. Appointments with 
Dr. VanGelder 
p.m. Appointments 
Thursday 
a.m. Walk-Ins 
a.m. Appointments 
p.m. Closed for paperwork 
p.m. Walk-Ins 


Friday 

8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Walk-Ins 
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m 
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m 


1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Appointments 
Appointments with 
Dr. VanGelder 
Appointments 


Most patients can be given a same day 
appointment if they are not feeling well. Please call 
the clinic at 962-2009 or stop by the reception desk 
to be given a time to be seen in the clinic. 

Physical exams are an exception and need to 
be schedule in advance. Giving an assigned time 
will, hopefully, decrease the amount of time you 
must wait in the clinic to be seen and also allow 
patients with prior appointments adequate time. 

No physicals or immunizations will be done 
on walk-in days or during walk-in times. 


HTV Testing And Counseling Sites 


Should you choose not 
to get tested at your Seminole 
Health Center, the following is a 
list of sites in your area that 
offer anonymous HIV testing 
and counseling. Please call for 
directions. 

Broward Health Department 
Main STD Clinic 
2421 SW 6 th Avenue 
Ft. Lauderdale 
954-788-6095 

Lee County Health Department 
3920 Michigan Avenue 
Ft. Myers 


Hendiy County Public Health Unit 

100 East El Paso Avenue 

Clewiston 

813-272-6200 

Hughes Health Center 

205 N.W. 6 th Avenue 

Pompano 

941-332-9501 

South Regional Health 

Department 

4105 Pembroke Road 

Hollywood 

Okeechobee Health Department 
1728 N.W. 9 th Avenue 
Okeechobee 


954-985-4800 

St. Lucie County Health 

Department 

714 Avenue C. 

Ft. Pierce 
561-462-3800 

Glades County Health 
Department 
Moore Haven 
941-946-0707 

Hillsborough County Health 

Department 

1105 E. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa 


Loans Available To The Socially Disadvantaged 


The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make 
and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged appli- 
cants to buy and operate family-size farms and 
ranches. Funds specifically for these loans are 
reserved each year. 

A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher 
is one of a group whose members have been subject- 
ed to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of 
their identity as members of the group without regard 
to their individual qualities. For purposes of this pro- 
gram, socially disadvantaged groups are women. 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan 
Natives, Hispanics, and Asians and Pacific Islanders. 

Farm ownership loan funds may be used to 
purchase or enlarge a farm or ranch, purchase ease- 
ments or rights of way needed in the farms operation, 
erect or improve buildings such as a dwelling or 


bam, promote soil and water conservation and devel- 
opment, and pay closing costs. 

Farm operating loan funds may be used to 
purchase livestock, poultry, farm and home equip- 
ment, feed, seed, fuel, fertilizer, chemicals, hail and 
other crop insurance, food, clothing, medical care, 
and hired labor. Funds also may be used to install or 
improve water systems for home use, livestock or 
irrigation, and other improvements. 

Additional information concerning this and 
other FSA programs is available at the local FSA 
office or at the FSA web site 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/default.asp. FSA personnel 
are available to assist with direct and guaranteed loan 
requests. Interested parties can contact FSA in 
Okeechobee at 863-763-3345. 


City Of Hope’s 
Walk For Hope 

Walkers and mnners will put their best foot 
forward at City of Hope’s Walk For Hope Against 
Breast Cancer, an annual 5K walk and mn that raises 
money for breast cancer research and treatment at the 
City of Hope National Medical Center and Beckman 
Research Institute. 

Entry fee for adults is $20; $15 for children 
12 years and younger. 

Sunday, October 7, 2001- 6:30 a.m. registra- 
tion, 7:30 a.m. warm up with Reebok Master Trainer, 
Kim Pace, 8:00 a.m. 5K Run/Walk, and 8:45 a.m. 
Post-event festivities including a Kids Fun Run, 
awards and prizes. 

To be held at 
Aventura Mall (outside 
behind Macy’s), 

19501 Biscayne Blvd., 

Aventura, FL 33180. 

The minimum 
pre-registration donation is 
$120; day-of-event regis- 
tration donation is $25. 

Call 954-677-9433 or 
800-275-1587, or reg- 
ister online at 
www.walkcoh.org. 



Halloween Candy 
Buy Back 

We are pleased to inform you that our 
office will again be sponsoring our annual 
Halloween Candy Buy Back Program. One of 
our goals is to promote the spirit and joy of par- 
ticipating in the Halloween Holiday. An equally 
important goal is to make young people aware 
of dangers of consuming excessive amounts of 
sugars. We seek to promote ideals of health in 
mind and body in these children. 

The candy buy back is designed to help 
eliminate a major cause of tooth decay. We are 
offering $1.00 for every pound of candy that the 
children bring in to our office. They can bring 
in their candy anytime between 9:00 a.m. and 
— 5:00 p.m. on November 1, 2, 

5, 6, 7, 8, & 9. 

Vv V 4 S. Edward Neuwirth, 

v D.D.S., 2100 East Hallandale 

Beach Blvd., Suite 303, 

Hallandale, FL 33009 



My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,’ 1 

my story is alive. 



Rooer! Tree Cody ffjpunder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
kiwjws the importance of fcfiapirrg the slory 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he is helping Jo 
preserve Ihe rich I'-uliure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
rradrtion is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicated to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building a museum in Washington. D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, whare these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 


Z 

Man 




■'gkat 

AM tlH CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe Slone* Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Qox 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call rocky: (2(£} 357-3 1G4 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 -SinithEDinaji 

National i&tsctmr of dm Ainedfitn Tudian 




The Seminole Tribune 


8 


September 28, 2001 


Meeting 

Continued from page 1 


photo, design, or schedule. A cost 
projection was given to the 
Committee for later review. 

Wanda Bowers, Program 
Book Committee member, sug- 
gested raising rates and sizes of 
the advertisements in this year’s 
program. Prices were raised from 
$20 to $25 dollars. 

Bowers was asked about 
the difference in printing costs 
between color and black & white 
aids. Bowers stated that she was 
only handling ads and not the pro- 
duction of the program book. 
Gloria Wilson, Committee leader, 
Gloria said she would shoulder 
that responsibility from now on. 

Ella DeHass, Hollywood 
Education Counselor gave the 
Committee an update on the poster 
contest. 

At a previous meeting, 
Ms. DeHass asked if space could 
be provided for the winners of the 
poster contest, of which the theme 
would be, “Education; what it 
means to me.” 

DeHass stated that the 
contest, which would have grade 
brackets covering all reservation 
and out-of-state Tribal citizens, 
would have 225 winners. 

The Committee was sur- 
prised at the large amount of win- 
ners and where to display all of the 
posters. DeHass suggested that, 
since it would be impossible to 


display all of the winners in a sin- 
gle building, the posters could be 
laminated and place in an outdoor 
location. 

The Committee accepted 
Wanda Bowers’ suggestion that the 
posters be displayed on the fence 
at the Laura Mae Osceola arena. 
The Committee asked that a limit 
be set for poster size. 

DeHass said that the prize 
fund would raised through the 
Parent Advisory Committee organ- 
ization and request to Tribal 
Representatives and Liaisons. 

Gloria Wilson discussed 
additions to the Pow Wow budget. 
The 2002 Pow Wow will feature a 
drum contest, which would require 
more money. 

Ms. Wilson presented the 
amount of prize money needed for 
three drum contest categories 
(Northern, Southern, and 
Contemporary styles), and the cost 
for the host drum, who do not 
compete. 

After discussion, the 
Committee agreed to only host two 
categories, Northern and Southern, 
which could cut the budget by 
$7,500 dollars. 

Wilson also addressed a 
recurring problem. At past Tribal 
Fairs, VIP pass holders were con- 
tinually trying to enter through the 
back entrance, often times a num- 
ber of people would try to enter at 
once using only one pass. 

A check-in table was set 
up at the back entrance for Pow 
wow contestants, but VIP pass 


holders would demand to be let in. 
While they would be sent to the 
front entrance, they would be sent 
back. 

L.D. (Buster) Baxley said 
that the VIP pass holders were his 
and the ticket booth’s responsibili- 
ty and that the problem would be 
handled correctly this year. 

Baxley also mentioned 
that police officers working the 
Tribal Fair began using the ticket 
booth as a post. Officers began 
stocking soft drinks and snacks, 
which, along with the ticket sellers 
and bookkeepers, took up a lot of 
space inside the booth. 

Seminole Police 
Department Chief Tom Hernan 
said the problem would be 
addressed and opined that the 
commanding officer’s presence at 
the booth may have led the other 
officers to believe that it was a 
command post. 

Sabrina Hall gave a pro- 
posal for a wrestling match on the 
Thursday of Tribal Fair weekend. 
David Zacher and Baxley stated 
that insurance must be first priori- 
ty* 

Hall said she would make 
sure well in advance that they 
were up to date and meet the stan- 
dards of the Legal Department 
review. She also said that they 
would supply their own ring. 

The next Tribal Fair 
Committee meeting will be on 
October 1 7 at the Tribal auditori- 
um lobby in Hollywood. 


Champion 

Continued from page 1 

favorite is a three-piece buckle, 
earned while riding for the team of 
Paul Bowers in the 2001 Chalo Nitka 
Rodeo. Billie was the only rider to 
cover his bull in the Junior and Senior 
categories during the two-day rodeo. 

In a recent EIRA event, 
Stephen finished in first place to 
clinch the 2001 EIRA Junior Bull 
Rider Championship. Billie won the 
Championship in 2000, and was 
Reserve Champion in 1999. 

Stephen is very thankful for 
the support he has received over the 
years from the Board and Council. 

“We are very fortunate to be 
able to pursue our dreams and goals 
with their help,” said Billie. 

Billie enjoys being a role 
model and is happy to share pointers 
with young up and coming bull riders. 
Most importantly, he is committed to 
help keep the rich heritage of the 
Seminole cowboy alive, even though 
he lives on the reservation in the city 
of Hollywood! 


Big Cypress & Immokalee 
Indian Day Golf Tournament 


Friday, Sep. 28th, 2001 
at Ft. Myers Country Club , off 
US 41 and Hill Ave. Sign-up 
from 8.00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Tee 
Time at 9:00 a.m. $30.00 entry 


fee Tribal members and spouses. 
2 man blind draw, best ball off 
tee, and alternate after. For more 
information please call B.C. 
Recreation at (863) 983-9659. 


2nd Annual Malcolm Tigertail 
Basketball Tournament 


Held on Friday, Sept. 
28th through Saturday, Sept. 
29th, will be at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium in Big 
Cypress. 

This will be an 8 person 
roster. Roster must be submitted 
before the first game. No 


changes after the second game. 
$200 entry fee. 

First place - jackets, 
Second place - sweat shirts, and 
Third place - duffle bags. Food 
will be served by family. For 
information contact B.C. Rec at 
(863) 983-9659. 


Get Ready For Bahamas Shoot Out 

Men’s and Women’s Open, 8-ball Tournament, 5 men teams and 
women 3 per team. To be held at the Immokalee Pool Room on 
Saturday Sept. 29th, 2001. Sign in at 10:00am till 12:00p.m. starting 
at 1:00p.m. 

Entry fee for men $100 per team, women $60 per team 
and singles $20 each. For more information: B.C. Rec. (863)983- 
9659, Immokalee Rec. (941)658-2040. 


ULTIMATE 

TRAVEL & 

ENTERTAIN - 



Life is too shor 
to sit in the back 

We offer up-fror 
seating for: 

Concerts 


❖ 


Theatre 


❖ 


Sports 


❖ 


Local & 
Nationwide 
events 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-849! 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Indian Day Activities And Rules 


Friday, September 28, 2001 


Sign-Up Time 

5:30 a.m. - 6:00 a.m. 
5:30 a.m. - 6:00 a.m 


12:45 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. 

3:00pm 

3:45pm 

7:30pm-8:30pm 


Start Time 

5:30 p.m. 

6:00 a.m 

11:00am 

12:00 p.m. 

1:00pm 

1:00 p.m. 

2:15pm 

3:15pm 

4:00pm 

6:00pm 

8:30pm 


Fishing Tournament 
Competitive Walk/Run Begins 
Fishing Weigh-In 

Lunch (under Tent) & Stickball Exhibition 
Pole Peeling Contest 
Bingo for Senior Citizens 
Pumpkin Bread & Archery Contest 
Box & Gopher Turtle Races 
Horseshoes 

Supper (Culture Grounds) 

Sign-Ups for Bowling! 


Hourly Drawings starting at 1 :00pm. (A ticket will be hourly drawings). All Events Open to Native 
given to anyone wearing traditional clothing- for the Americans with an enrollment number ONLY 


Hourly Drawings 


You will need a ticket in order to be in 
the drawing. We will be giving out tickets start- 
ing at 12:00pm the 1st drawing will begin at 
1:00pm. 

Get Tickets from Nadine Tommy and Leoma 
Simmons under the tent. 

Rules 

You must: be wearing your traditional 
clothing to get a ticket. And in order to get your 
money you will have to be is your traditional 
clothing. A We will be announcing the winners 
hourly, but it is your responsibility to go by and 
check the bulletin board by the information 
booth to see if your ticket was drawn. 


Box & Gopher Turtle Races 

(Limited to 1 5 in each category) 

There will be a lottery draw if we have more than 
15 people that sign-up. Sign-Ups for the races will 
be at 3:00 p.m. Races will begin at 3:15 p.m. at 
the Stage Arena. Box turtle racers will sign up 
with Mahala Madrigal. Gopher turtle racers will 
sign up with Diane Smith. 

Here are a few rules 
Please have your turtle marked if possible, 
if not we will mark them for you. 
Absolutely NO sharing of turtles. 

Age Groups Pay-outs for each age 


groups 


1 8 -49 years 
50 — Over 


1st Place $125 
2nd Place $75 
3rd Place $50 


ComDetitive Walk/Run 


(Leisure walkers welcome) From the Field Office 
to the bridge and back. Sign-ups will be at 
5:30a.m. — 6: 00 a.m. at the Field Office. 

Walk will begin at 6:00am 

Male/Female Categories 

Age Groups Pay-outs for each age 
18-30 years of age 1st Place $150 
31-49 years of age 2nd Place SI 00 
50 & Over 3rd Place $75 


Stickball (Exhibition) 

12:00 pm 

Rules 

Men must wear traditional clothes 
Men must use stickball sticks 
** There will be 10 cash drawings for the stick- 
ball players that come out and play. 


Horseshoe Tournament 


CO-ED will play to 21pts, 50 & over to 15pts. 
Sign-up at 3:15pm - 3:45pm with Larry Howard 
inside the rodeo arena. Tournament will start at 
4:00pm (Single Elimination Tournament). 

Age Group Pav-Outs ( CO-ED) Pav-Outsf50 & Over) 


CO-ED 18-49 1st Place $200 1st Place $100 

Men 50 & Over 2nd place $150 2nd Place $75 

Women 50 & Over3rd Place $100 3rd Place $50 


Bingo 

For Senior Citizens ONLY 
(55 years & Over) 

At 1 :00pm under the tent 
Pay-Outs 

We will be playing 1 0 games total 
9 games @ $100 
1 jackpot game @ $200 


Upcoming Events: 

❖ Powerhouse 20^1 

❖ Britney Spears 

❖ Disney On See 

❖ Beach Bo^s 

❖ Black Crowds 
❖ Wynonna 4 * 

❖ Incubufe 
❖ Tool* 

❖ All Dolphins 

❖ UM & FLA ST Footb 


Bowling Tournament 


Will be bowling 3 games. Sign-ups at 7:30pm. 
Bowl at 8:30pm. ($10.00 Entry fee). 18-54 years 
old must have a partner when signing up. 55 & 
Over will bowl for overall total series. 


Archery 

(Men Only) Sign-Up with Recreation at 2:00 pm 
and Shoot at 2:15pm. 


Age Groups 
18-49 years 
Men 50 & Over 


Pay-Outs for each age group 
1st Place $125 
2nd Place $75 
3rd Place $50 


Fishing Tournament 


Fishing Tournament Sign-Ups will be at 5:30 a.m. - 
6:00 a.m. at the field office. Weigh-In will be at 
11:00a.m. - 2:00 p.m. behind the Rodeo Arena. 
Rules 

Fishing is limited to the Reservation Only! 
Bank Fishing Only! 

•TURTLE FARM IS OFF LIMITS! 

Fish Categories 

Bass Bream/Speck/Black Crappie 
Catfish 
Mudfish 
Garfish 

*You can only weigh in your 3 biggest fish per category. 

Male/female Categories 
ge groups Pav-outs for each categories 


18-49 years 1st place * SI 50.00 
50 & Over 2nd Place * $100-00 
3rd Place $75.00 


Pumnkin Fry Bread Cooking Contest 


Sign-up will be with Lorene Gopher or Jenny 
Shore at 2:00 pm. Cook-off time will be at 2:15. 
The only ingredients will be flour, pumpkin, 
sugar. 

Rules 

Women only 

Must bring your own cooking utensils and 
ingredients for the bread. 

Judging will be done on overall appearance, 
taste, and consistency of the bread. 

The cooking will be dune at the Cultural 
Grounds over an open fire. 

Judges decision will be FINAL. 

Age Groups Pay-outs for each age groups 
18-49 years 1st Place $300 
50 & Over 2nd Place $200 
3rd Place $100 


Pole Peeling Contest 


Sign up at 12:45 p.m. under the tent with Rita 
Gopher or Michelle Thomas. There will be a lot- 
tery drawing if we have more than 1 0 people 
that sign up. Contest will be at the covered 
booths area at 1:00 p.m. 

Rules 

Limited to 10 men and 10 Women 
Bring your own tools 
You will draw for your pole. 

Male and Female Categories 

Age Groups Pays for both ages 
18-49 years 1st Place $125 
50 & Over 2-d place $75 
3rd Place $50 





Complete Check Cashing Services 

* Notary Public • Western Union * Lotto • 

• Money Orders * Bus Passes * Phone Cards * 

Pay Utility Bills * Frequent Check Casher Card Discount 


Promenade Wfest 
2271 S. University Drive 
Davie, Florida 33324 
Tel: (954) 423-1644 
Fax: (954) 423-1629 


University Creek Pfaza 
5985 S, University Drive 
Davie, Florida 33328 
Tel: (954) 252-8200 
6 56 6 Fax: (954) 252-9003 
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Tampa Annual Academic and Sports Banquet 


By Gary Padgett 
Photos by Colleen Henry 

TAMPA — On August 14, the 
Tampa community gathered for the 
Annual Academic and Sports Banquet. 
Held at the Bahia Resort, the Sports 
Banquet recognized achievements made 
by Tribal students in the classroom, as 
well as in competition. 

Those recognized for academics 
were: Andrew Doctor and Jacob Santiago 
for Kindergarten all A’s and B’s. 

Phaydra Clark, Reese Doctor, 
Joel Foret, Tiffany Foret, Dylanie Henry, 


Jamie Henry, Kyle Henry, Linda Henry, 
Matthew Henry, Joseph Santiago, Sierra 
Simmons, and Stacy Smith for B average. 

Phaydra Clark, Andrew Doctor, 
Reese Doctor, and Dylanie Henry were 
also recognized for have been absent from 
school 3 days or less. 

Achievements in sports were also 
recognized. For football, trophies were 
given to Aaron Frank, Mitchell Simmons, 
Kevin Frank, Nick Frank, Joel Foret, 
Reese Doctor, and Andrew Doctor. 

Aaron Frank, Kevin Frank, Nick 
Frank, Reese Doctor, Andrew Doctor, and 


Dylanie Henry received trophies for 
karate. 

For volleyball, Jamie Henry, 
Sierra Simmons, and Clayton Simmons 
received trophies. 

For soccer, trophies were given 
to Joshua Smith and Stacey Smith. 
Mitchell Simmons received a trophy for 
wrestling, Kyle Henry received one for 
golf and bowling, and Justin Motlow 
received one for swimming. 

Congratulations Tampa Youth! 





Kevin Frank recieves karate and foot- 
ball trophies. 


Stacy Smith (R) recieving an academic 
achievement certificate. 


Kyle Henry (R) recognition for acedem- 
ic achievement. 


Labor Day Bowling Tournament held at Stardust Lanes 


By Alexandra Frank 

OKEECHOBEE — On 

September 3, they came from Brighton, 

Fort Pierce, Big Cypress, and Hollywood. 

Tribal members and their spouses 
gathered at the Stardust Lanes to partici- 
pate in the Labor Day Bowling 
Tournament, which began at 2:00 P.M. 
and ended at 6:00 P.M. 

The tournament attracts some of 
the best bowlers around. Individuals of all 
ages gathered to battle it out just on the 
north side of Lake Okeechobee. 

Some take the event seriously, 
while others attend to see friends and rela- 
tives they haven’t seen in a long time. 

There were four games: Regular, 
3-6-9, No Tap, and another round of 
Regular. All bowlers either had a partner 
or were designated one. 

Some individuals participated in 
the Nassau Scratch Pool. This is a pool 
for bowlers to participate in, they submit 
their names at the beginning of each game 
and whomever has the highest points at 
the end of the game wins a cash prize. 

This is a great incentive to bowl 
your best, or at least to try to bowl your 
best. There were a few winners who made 
out very well during the event. 

Listed below are the winners for 
the four categories listed above. Good 
luck to those individuals in future tourna- 
ments and I hope to see more high scores 
at these events. 

Regular: 1st Place-Sunny and 
Shana Frank, 300, 2nd Place-Mary Jo 
Micco and Michael Micco, 250. 3rd 
Place-Robert and Terri Frank, 200, 4th 
Place-Rodney and Denise Morin, 150. 5th 
Place- Steela Robedeaux and George ^ 

Micco, 100, 6th Place-Salina Dorgan and | 
Kevin Holata, 90, 7th Place-Farrah Jones 2 
and Elton Shore, 80, 8th Place-Crystal 1 
Smith and Jamie Smith ,70. Last but not | 
least, 9th Place-Ruby Osceola and Duane 
Jones, 60. 

3-6-9: 1st Place-Leoma Simmons 
and Pernelle Bert, 480, 2nd Place-Terry 
Frank and Sunny Frank , 452. 3rd Place- 


Amanda Smith and Joey Micco, 439, 4th 
Place-Abby James and Sampson Gopher, 
416. 5th Place-Dawn Snow and Bobby 
Frank, 408, 6th Place-Rosetta Bowers and 
Michael Micco, 407. 7th Place-Farrah 
Jones and Kevin Tommie, 404, 8th Place- 
Michelle Osceola and Dwayne Billie, 396. 
9th went to Denise Morin and Parker 
Jones, 391. 

No Tap: 1st Place-Crystal Smith 
and Danny Tommie, 493, 2nd Place-Diane 
Snow and Elbert Snow, 471. 3rd Place- 
Joyce Jumper and Michael Micco, 465, 

4th Place-Reina Micco and Merle Billie, 
444. 5th Place-Helen Osceola and Joey 
Micco, 433, 6th and 7th Place was a tie 
between Shana Frank and Elton Shore and 
the team of Alfreda Muskett and Pernelle 
Bert, 428. 8th Place-Jennette Cypress and 


Roger Smith, 426, 9th Place-Rose Jones 
and Kevin Tommie, 424. 

Regular: 1 st Place-Amanda 
Smith and Milo Osceola, 396, 2nd Place- 
Leoma Smith and Danny Tommie, 393. 
3rd Place-Dawn Snow and Kevin 
Tommie, 386, 4th Place-Terri Frank and 
Merle Billie, 385. 5th Place-Linda 
Tommie and Cooly Osceola, 374, 6th 
Place-Kasey Baker and Sunny Frank, 371. 
7th Place- Shana Frank and Pittman 
Sampson, 368, 8th Place-Reina Micco and 
Jamie Smith, 352, 9th Place-Denise Morin 
and Bobby Frank, 351. 

Congratulations to the winners 
and I hope you spent all your prize money 
well. To those who bowl regularly, I hope 
you will be out in force next time. 



Winners of the 1st Regular game (L-R) Bobby Frank, Terri Frank, Shana Frank, 
Sunny Frank, and Denise Morin. 


1st Annual Adam Billie Memorial Basketball Tournament 


By Alexandra Frank 

Hollywood, FL — The late 
Adam Billie was only 18 years young 
when he passed away last year. Adam was 
the son of Joe Don and Patricia Billie. 

His brother Jason Don and his 
spouse Summer Billie organized the 
memorial tournament. 

The event was hosted 
by Max Osceola Jr., 

Hollywood Council 
Representative and the 
Hollywood Recreation 
Department. 

The tourna- 
ment was held from 
August 3 1 through 
September 1, 2001. 13 
teams participated with 
5 women’s teams and 8 * 
men’s teams. They con- £ 
verged onto the * 

Hollywood Gymnasium H 
to out shoot and out J 
score rival teams to < 
walk away with the title 
of champions. 

The first game 
of the tournament was 
between the Lady Seminoles and the 
Native Bailers. The score ended up at 46 
for the Lady Seminoles and 34 for the 
Native Bailers. 

The first night would be prove to 
be hectic in respects that 8 games were 
scheduled for that evening. 

Teams from Big Cypress, 
Hollywood, Brighton, and Tamiami Trail 
showed up to participate. There were 
teams from states as far away as 
Oklahoma, New York, and Washington 
State. 

The teams put out their best 
effort over the next two days. But as we 
know there can only be one champion. 

The women’s team’s that survived the 
double elimination round was between the 
Oklahoma Reds and the Oklahoma 
Outlaws. The two gave it their best as 
they pulled ahead in their scores time 
again by a one point margin. 

The two teams kept up their 
aggressive plays that they eventually had 
to go into overtime. The Oklahoma 
Outlaws who were behind by one point 


shot a basket to make a tie score with the 
Reds. 

During the extra 4 minutes given 
for overtime the Oklahoma Reds came 
back with a vengeance to defend their 
undefeated title. In the end the winning 
team was still one point ahead of the los- 


ing team. 

The winners of the 1 st Annual 
Adam Billie Memorial Basketball 
Tournament for the women’s title went to 
the Oklahoma Reds. The prizes they 
received where jackets, a cash prize and 
ball bags. The Most Valuable Player 
award went to Reanna West. 

The next game would determine 
who would get 3rd Place and would move 
onto 2nd Place to try take the champi- 
onship title. This proved to be a tense 
game between the Tarheels of Florida and 
the Iroquois Athletic Club of New York. 

At first half the IAC team domi- 
nated the court with a 1 0 to 15 lead. The 
Tarheels a mix of Hollywood residents 
and residents from Tamiami Trial played 
their hardest to catch up on several occa- 
sions. 

Towards the end the Tarheels 
after 2 overtime calls pulled ahead to 
defeat IAC 47 to 49. IAC went home with 
T-shirts and maybe some knowledge of 
South Florida Basketball. 

In the final round for the champi- 


onship position the Tarheels had to face 
the Kalifornia Skins they also had a 
mixed batch of players from other reser- 
vations and even nationalities. This game 
proved to be the catalyst of the whole 
tournament. 

The gymnasium was divided 
between various reservations. As 
the game moved on through the 
night both teams pit their skills 
against one another to be deemed 
the champions. 

The Tarheels did very well in the 
first half by scoring 7 points 
ahead of the Kalifornia Skins. 
There were at least 3 young play- 
ers from the Tarheels who kept 
the players from the Kalifornia 
team on their toes. 

In the second half even with 2 
overtimes called the Tarheels just 
could not out score the Kalifornia 
SkinsThey went on to claim 2nd 
Place as the Kalifornia Skins 
went on to claim victory with a 
score of 73 to 64. 

The 2nd Place winners received 
sweat jackets and a cash prize. 1st 
Place for the 1 st Annual Adam 
Billie Memorial Basketball Tournament is 
the Kalifornia Skins in the men’s division. 
They received jackets a cash prize, and 
ball bags. 

Congratulations to all those who placed 
and good luck to teams who may want to 
participate in next years event. The tour- 
nament proved to be a success and it was 
a great way to pay a tribute to a young 
man whose life was cut too short. See you 
next year! 


Sports Notices 


Big Cypress & Immokalee 
Adult Indian Bowling Tournament 

to be held at Galaxy Lanes in Fort 
Myers on Friday, Sept. 28. Sign in 
from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Bowling 
starts at 1 p.m. 

For further information, con- 
tact Big Cypress Gym at (863) 983- 
9659 or Immokalee Recreation at 
(941) 658-2040. 



The Oklahoma Reds showedspirit as they defeated the Outlaws. 
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Phillip Smith complete in the men’s horse shoes as Bobby Henry watches. 


Sixth Annual Tampa Golf Tournament 


By Gary Padgett 
Photos by Colleen Henry 

TAMPA — On August 1 1 , the 
Tampa Community and the Tampa 
Seminole Police Department came 
together for the Sixth Annual Golf 
Tournament. 

The team of Phillip Smith, 
Ramsey Harjo, Richard and Miranda 
Motlow placed first. In second were 
Colleen Henry, Lois Smith, Joe Frank 
and Brian Figley. Billy Clement, Russel 
C., Shawn Goddard, and Jesse Jimmie 
placed third. John Fontana, Jody 
Truelove, Will and Jap placed fourth. 
Allen Huff, Carla Gopher, Mike Floyd, 
and Tom Faherty came 
in fifth. 

Closest to the 
pin were: Joe Frank for 
hole 32, Debbie Henry 
on hole #6, Miranda 
Motlow on hole #12, 
and Russel C. on hole 
#15. 

Jimmy 

Osceola and Tina 
Smith had the longest 
drives for the men and 
women. 

Also, 

Horseshoe and 9-ball 
competitions were held 
at the community. 

Men’s horse- 
shoes - Phillip Smith 
placed first, Bobby 
Henry took second, 

Jimmy Osceola took 
third, and Chris Jimmie 
came in fourth. 

For the Women’s 
Horseshoes - Debbie 


Henry took first, April Baker came in 
second, Tina Smith placed third, and 
Carla Gopher placed fourth. 

Men’s 9-ball - Richard Henry 
came in first, Craig Foret placed sec- 
ond, Bobby Henry placed third and 
Ronnie Doctor took fourth. 

Women’s 9-ball - Debbie 
Henry placed first, Colleen Henry came 
in second, Tina Smith came in third and 
Penny Jimmie took fourth. 

Richard Henry, Tampa 
Liaison, on behalf of the Tampa 
Community would like to thank John 
Wayne Huff and Alex Johns for their 
support and assistance in this event. 



Debbie Henry competes in women’s horse shoes. 



Carol Foret completes in the women’s 9-ball. 


Lady Seminoles Host Labor Day 
Softball Tournament 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — On 

September 1 , the Lady Seminoles of 
Brighton hosted the first men and 
women’s Labor Day softball tourna- 
ment. Play started on Saturday morning, 
ending at 2:00 a.m. Sunday morning. 

The 5 ladies teams competing 
were: the Lady Seminoles, Brighton 
Casino, the Rebels from Labelle, 
Immokalee Recreation, and 
Okeechobee. Immokalee won first 
place, winning tournament jackets and 
prize money totaling $1500.00. 

Second place went to 
Okeechobee. Prize winnings were t- 
shirts and $1,000.00. Jodie Foye was 
named “Most Valuable Player”. There 
were 6 All Tournament players named: 
from Immokalee, Jodie Foye, Claudia 
Ramirez, and Andrea Ayres; from 
Okeechobee, Annette Gomey, Theresa 
Clemmons, and Kim Riley. 

Eleven teams played in the 
men’s category. First place went to the 
Mizuno team with prize winnings of 
$3,000.00 and tournament jackets. 

“Teen Bubba” finished in second place. 


Originally, the tournament was 
to last for two days with 6 women’s 
teams and 13 men’s teams. When some 
of the teams failed to show up, the tour- 
nament was shortened a day. 

The tournament organizers dis- 
cussed changing the date of next year’s 
tournament to coincide with Memorial 
Day. The Labor Day date came into 
direct conflict with the festivities in 
Okeechobee. 

Eventually, they would like to 
combine the event with an All-Indian 
Rodeo, vendors, and Indian arts and 
crafts. 

The tournament organizers, the 
Lady Seminoles, were: Emma Urbina, 
Stacey Jones, Carla Gopher, Wendy 
Bowers, Stephanie Osceola, Dianne 
Snow, Diane Smith, Rita Gopher, Dana 
Osceola, Amanda Smith, Laverne 
Thomas, Juanita Jones, Trisha Osceola, 
Joanne Osceola, Sarah Jones and 
Ginger Jones. 

The Lady Seminoles would 
like to thank the Seminole Board and 
Council Representatives, the Tampa 
Casino, and Brighton Recreation. 


Labor Day Golf Tournament Results 


1st place - Chris Grant & 
Leroy King - score 74. 

2nd place - Charlie Cypress 
& Jeremy Bowers - score 75 

3rd place - Jimbo Osceola & 
Brett Green - score 75 

4th place - Mike Lord & Bo 
Young - score 79 

5th place - Charlie Frye & 
Harry Kennedy III - score 8 1 


Most Honest - Andre Jumper 
& Roy Butera - score 1 03 

Other participants: Joe 
Osceola & Max Osceola, Scarlett 
Young & Mitch Osceola, Moses 
Jumper & Vince Micco, Josh Jumper 
& Elrod Bowers and Richard Lally & 
Roger Pickney. 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida Hollywood and Non-Resident Incentive Awards 

Kindergarten 


1. Darion Rayann Cypress, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 

Incentive Award: All A’s and B’s, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

2. Kelton Kelbert Josh, Non- 
Resident, Beacon Hill School Incentive 
Award: All A’s and B’s, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

3. Shandiin Lonelle Josh, Non- 
Resident, Sunrise Christian School 
Incentive Award: Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

4. Clarissa Little Panther 
Jumper, Hollywood, Driftwood 
Elementary Incentive Award: All A’s and 
B’s, Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

5. Zechariah Nathanial Lacey, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School 


Robinson Elementary School Incentive 
Awards: All A’s and B’s, School Awards, 
Certificates or Diploma, Kindergarten 
Diploma, Super Student Award for Good 
Manners, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

6. Jesse Emmett Mitchell, Non- 
Resident, American Heritage School 
Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, School 
Awards, Certificates of Diploma, 
Kindergarten Diploma, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

7. Robert Henry Nelson, 
Hollywood, College Park Elementary 
Grade Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble. 
Booksellers 

8. Brandfley Evin Osceola, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 

Incentive Awards: School Awards, 


Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate of 
Recognition for Reading - “B” Honor 
Roll, Certificate of Conduct Award for 
Outstanding Behavior, Certificate of 
Recognition for Reciting All 50 States, 
Certificate of Recognition for Bible - “A” 
Honor Roll, Kindergarten Diploma, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Bookseller 

9. Brooke Ashley Osceola, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School 

Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

10. Kaitlynn Messinah Osceola, 
Non-Resident, Sunset Elementary 

Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Special Recognition for 
Outstand Student, Kindergarten Diploma, 


Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

11. Trewston Blue Pierce, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 

Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate of 
Recognition for Reciting All 50 States, 


Certificate of Recognition for Bible - “A‘ 
Honor Roll, Kindergarten Diploma, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 



1. Cindi Nicole Adair, 
Hollywood, Paladin Academy Incentive 
Awards: All A’s and B’s, Gift Certificate 
to Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

2. Garrett Billie Anderson, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

3. Tyler Joshua Baker, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

4. Spencer Lee Battiest, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian Academy 
Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate of Art 
Award for Fabric Art, Certificate of 
Achievement Award for Mikasuki 
Language Course, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

5. Kristen Sharese Billie, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Student of the Month - 
October, Certificate for Student of the 
Month - April, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

6. Alissa Nettiea Buster, Non- 
Resident, Tropical Elementary Incentive 
Awards: Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

7. Britney Layne Buster, Non- 
Resident, Tropical Elementary Incentive 
Awards: Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

8. Mariah Leigh Buster, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 

Incentive Awards: Bonus for All A’s, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for “A” Honor Roll, Certificate 
of Recognition for Accomplishment in 
Media Center, Certificate of Recognition 
for Accomplishment in P.E. - Most 
Improved, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

9. Talena Rosa Castill, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 
Incentive Awards: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

10. Amber Anochee Craig, 
Non-Resident, Boca Raton Preparatory 

Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

11. Alec Darian Cypress, 
Hollywood, Beacon Hill School 
Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate of 
Award for Most Helpful, Certificate of 
Award for Student of The Month - 
November, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

12. Taylor Ann Cypress, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

13. Shelby Rae De Hass, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian School 

Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Award for Being So Willing 
To Share with Other Student , Certificate 
of Conduct Award for Outstanding 
Behavior, Special Recognition Award for 
Extra Curricula Activities, Certificate - 
Florida Junior Rodeo Association - Most 
Improved Barrel Racer, Certificate for 
World Class Student - R.E. and Martha 
Josie Championship Barrel Racing and 
Horsemanship Clinic, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

14. Cameron James Doctor, 
Non-Resident, Tropical Elementary 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

15. Jason Thomas Dodd, 
Hollywood, West Hollywood School 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

16. Letitia Teal Foster, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

17. Jean Martise Frank, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Nice and Neat Handwriting Award, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

18. Robert Bronson Frank, III 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

19. Darryl Dean Fuentes, 


Elementary School 


Hollywood, Paladin Academy Incentive 
Awards: “B” Average, School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Improved Written Language, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

20. Pedro Rojo Fuentes, Jr., 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Honors Award for Outstanding Academic 
Effort, Certificate for Bringing up Grades 
in One or More Subjects, Certificate for 
Citizenship, Special Recognition Award 
for Extra Curricula Activities, Certificate 
for “Getting In The Loop - Jump Rope for 
Heart”, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

21. Briana Garcia, The 
Sagemont School Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

22. Thomascina Nichole 
Gilliam, Non-Resident, St. Anastasia 
School Incentive Awards: Absent Three 
(3) Days or Less, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

23. Duelle Thomas Gore, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 3 Incentive Awards: Bonus 
“All A’s”, School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate for Conduct Award - 
Outstanding Behavior, Certificate for “A” 
Honor Roll, Certificate of Recognition for 
P.E. - Good Sport, Certificate for 
Distinguished Accomplishment in Music, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

24. Samuel Christopher 
Hunter, H, Hollywood, 

Paladin Academy, 

Grade 2 Incentive 
Awards: School 
Awards, 

Certificates, or 
Diploma, 

Certificate - 
Achievement 
Award for 
Excellence in 
Written 
Language, 

Certificate - 
Achievement 
Award for 
Excellence I 
Computers, Gift 
Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

25. Craig 
Ryan Johns, Non- 
Resident, Winding 
Creek Elementary, 

Grade 4 Incentive 
Awards: Certificate 
of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble 
Booksellers 

26. Kristy 
Rebecca Johns, 

Hollywood, Hollywood 
Christian School, Grade 

1 Incentive Awards: 

Certificate of Participation, 

Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

27. Aralena Lacey Jordan, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 4 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Student of The Week, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

28. Joni Helene Josh, Non- 
Resident, Sonrise Christian School, 
Grade 5 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Honor Roll - Excellence in 
Academics, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

29. Catherine Elgina Jumper, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 2 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Art Activities, Certificate of 
Recognition for Youth Art Month, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

30. Dalton James Jumper, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 1 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate for Student of The 
Month - November, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

31. Malcom P. Lacey, Jr., 
Hollywood, American Heritage, Grade 

2 Incentive Awards: All A’s and B’s, 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Most Inquisitive, 

Certificate - Art Award for Excellence in 
Art, Certificate for Academic Honor - A’s 
or B’s on Report Card For The Year, 


Certificate of Achievement for Star 
Reader Club, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

32 Victoria Virginia Lacey, 
Hollywood, American Heritage 
Robinson Elementary School, Grade 1 
Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Academic Excellence- 100% Mastery of 
Report Card Skills, Certificate for Best 
Attitude - For Always Having A Good 
Attitude, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

33. Amanda April Mice, 
Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 
1 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

34. Jerry Micco, III, 

Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 
4 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

35. Tony Clint Mice, 

Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 
3 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Academic Excellence, 
Certificate for Citizenship, Certificate for 
Student of The Month - February, 
Certificate for Student of The Month - 
April, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

36. Chelsea Blair Mountain, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 5 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, Perfect Attendance, School 

Awards, Certificates, 
or Diploma, 

Certificate of 



Achievement for Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (DARE), Certificate for 
Science Fair Participation Award, 
Certificate for Student of the Month - 
February, Certificate for Perfect 
Attendance, Certificate for “Getting in 
The Loop - Jump Rope For Heart”, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

37. David James Nelson, 
Hollywood, College Park School, Grade 

5 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

38. Robert Cloud North, Jr., 
Hollywood, American Academy, Grade 

5 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Academic Excellence, 
Certificate for Most Improved in Reading, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

39. Ariah Osceola, Hollywood, 
Driftwood Elementary School, Grade 1 

Incentive Awards: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

40. Charlie Kandi Osceola, 
Hollywood, Paladin Academy, Grade 2 

Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

41. Christian James Osceola, 
Non-Resident, Park Forest, IL, Grade 4 
Incentive Awards: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 


42. Courtney Bridgette 
Osceola, Hollywood, Sheridan Hills 
Christian School, Grade 2 Incentive 
Awards: “B” Average, School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Citizenship Honor Roll, Certificate for 
Academic Honor Roll, Certificate for 
Showing the Character trait of Joy, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

43. Huston James Osceola, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 1 Incentive Awards: All 
A’s and B’s, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

44. Jessica Michelle Osceola, 
Non-Resident, Central Christian 
School, Grade 1 Incentive Awards: All 
A’s and B’s, School Awards, Certificates, 
or Diploma, Certificate for Honor Roll, 
Certificate for President’s Education 
Awards Program for Outstanding 
Academic Achievement, Gift Certificate 
to Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

45. Jordan Darryl Osceola, 
Hollywood, Paladin Academy, Grade 4 
Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Improved Spelling, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

46. Joshua Daniel Osceola, 
Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 

5 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

47. Kei ya-le Osceola, 
Hollywood, American Heritage, Grade 
4 Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Best Female Athlete, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

48. Lorri Delaine Osceola, Non- 
Resident, East elementary School, 

Grade 5 Incentive Awards: School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Special Award - 
Reading, Handwriting, and 
Character, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

49. Meaghan 

Alexiss Osceola, Hollywood, 
Pine Crest Lower School, 
Grade 4 Incentive Awards: 
Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

50. Miles 
Patrick Osceola, 
Hollywood, 

Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 3 
Incentive Awards: 
‘B” Average, 
School Awards, 
Certificates, or 
Diploma, 
Certificate for 
“B” Honor 
Roll, Certificate 
of Recognition 
for P.E. - Most 
Improved, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

51. Nicole 
Marie Osceola, 
Hollywood, Driftwood 
Elementary School, 
Grade 4 Incentive Awards: 

All A’s and B’s, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Choral Award for Chorus 
Participation, Certificate of participation 
for Annual Talent Show, Certificate for 
“Just Say NO Club” - Secretary, 
Certificate for “A - B” Honor Roll, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

52. Ravenne Osceola, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 3 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

53. Shelli Mae Osceola, Non- 
Resident, American Heritage School, 
Grade 3 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
Perfect Attendance, School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Perfect Attendance, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

54 Taylor Ross Osceola, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 4 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Student of the Month - 
October, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

55. Victor Phillip Osceola, Non- 
Resident, American Heritage School, 
Grade 4 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Distinguished Achievement 
in Martial Arts, Certificate for Outstand 
Academic Achievement - Best Math 
Student, Special Recognition Award for 
Extra Curricula Activities, Certificate for 


Attaining the GEUP in Taekwondo - 
Gold, Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

56. Jackson Tiger Richardson, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School, 
Grade 4 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

57. Lindsay Byrd Sauls, Non- 
Resident, Northview School, Grade 5 
Incentive Awards: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

58. Anahna Joslin Sirota, Non- 
Resident, University Private School of 
Montessori, Grade 3 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Promotion to fourth Grade, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

59. Guy Charles Stewart, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 5 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

60. Marissa Stockton, Non- 
Resident, Palm Vista Christian School, 
Grade 1 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

61. Deandra Rogene Tiger, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School, 
Grade 2 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for High Touch - High Tech for 
Participation in “Weather or Not - 
Committed To Increase Scientific and 
Technological Literacy,” Certificate - First 
Prize for Art Fair Ribbon, Gift Certificate 
to Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

62. Derrick John Tiger, 
Hollywood, University Private School 
of, Grade 4, Montessori Incentive 
Awards: School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate of Promotion to fifth 
Grade, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

63. James Frank Tiger, Jr., 
Hollywood, Chesterbrook Academy, 
Grade 5 Incentive Awards: School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Merit for Extra Effort, 
Certificate for Outstanding Effort in 
Computers, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

64. Rhiannon Dianne Tiger, 
Hollywood, American Heritage School, 
Grade 4 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Silver Honor Roll - 
Academic Excellence - November, 
Certificate for Silver Honor Roll - 
Academic Excellence - February, 
Certificate for Silver Honor Roll - 
Academic Excellence - June, Certificate 
of Participation in Thanksgiving Feast - 
Made Fry Bread - “You’re so sweet and 
such a hard worker!”, Certificate for 
Successfully Completing The Geology 
Experience Digging Into Science with The 
Science Eye, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

65. Todd Edward Tiger, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Elementary 
School, Grade 3 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

66. La Vontae Maurico 
Tommie, Non-Resident, St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal School, Grade 3 Incentive 
Awards: “B” Average, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

67. Karlito Nicholas Wargolet, 
Hollywood, The Sagemont School, 
Grade 1 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

68. Cuauhtemoc Alexander 
Yescas, Non-Resident, Westlake School, 
Village Green Elementary, Grade 4 
Incentive Awards: Bonus “All A’s”, 

Absent Three (3) Days or Less, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for “A” Honor Roll, Certificate 
of Achievement for High Standard of 
Excellence in Mathematics, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

69. Tianna Justine Young, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 1 Incentive Awards:, 

Bonus “All A’s”, School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate - 
Conduct Award for Outstanding Behavior, 
Certificate of Recognition for P.E. - Good 
Sport, Certificate of Recognition for 
Distinguished Accomplishment in Music, 
Certificate of Recognition for 
Distinguished Accomplishment in 
Spanish, Certificate for “A” Honor Roll, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 
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Middle School 


High School 


1. David Thomas Anderson, Jr., 
Hollywood, American Heritage 
Academy, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for State Level Recognition - 
Duke University Talent Identification 
Program - Verbal Ability, Certificate for 
Outstanding Academic Achievement in 
Duke Talent Identification Program - State 
Honors, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

2. Gustavus Adolphus Baker, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

3. Zachary James Battiest, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Congratulations for Word 
Building, Certificate of Congratulations 
for English, Certificate of Achievement 
Award for Mikasuki Language Course, 
Certificate of Art Award for Painting, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

4. Anthony Scott Billie, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 

Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

5. Dayne Gary Billie, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 8 Incentive Awards:, 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

6. Legus Eugene Bowers, 
Hollywood, Paladin Academy, Grade 7 

Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Outstanding Accomplishments in 
Penmanship, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

7. Jerome Davis, Jr., 

Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 
7 Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate for 
Participating in Annual Science Fair, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

8. Michael DiCarl, Hollywood, 
Beacon Hill School, Grade 7 Incentive 
Awards: Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

9. Courtney Michelle Jumper- 
Doctor Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

10. Rollie Gilliam, Non- 
Resident, St Anastasia School, Grade 7 

Incentive Awards: Absent Three (3) Days 
or Less, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

11. Tatiana L. Gomez, Non- 
Resident, Forest Grove Middle, Grade 

7 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

12. Ruby Nicolette Harrell, 
Hollywood, Beacon Hill School, Grade 
7 Incentive Awards: Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

13. Atlanta Johns, Hollywood, 
American Heritage/Academy, Grade 7 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

14. Kyle Allen Johns, Non- 
Resident, Highland East Jr. High, 

Grade 8 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

15. Dwight Ike Jumper, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

16. Gregory Michael Jumper, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

17. Nickolas Doctor- Jumper, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

18. Casey Dean Me Call, 
Hollywood, Driftwood Middle School, 
Florida Air Academy, Grade 7 Incentive 
Awards: School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate of Improvement 


Award for Outstanding Improvement in 
Mathematics, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

19. Christine Elizabeth Me 
Call, Hollywood, Driftwood Middle 
School, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate for “A” Honor Roll - 
November, Certificate for “B” Honor Roll 

- January, Certificate for “B” Honor Roll 

- March, Certificate for “B” Honor Roll - 
June, Certificate of Participation in 
Driftwood Girls Basketball Team, 
Certificate for participation in Florida 
Indian Youth Program, Certificate for 
Being An Outstanding Writer, Certificate 
for Excellent Participation In 
Mathematics, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

20. Serena Taneli Mice, 
HollywoodBeacon Hill School, Grade 7 
Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate for Spelling Bee, Certificate 
for Student of the Month - October, 
Certificate - Trophy for Student of the 
Year - 2001, Certificate - First Place 
Ribbon, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

21. Austina Alexis Motlow, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 

Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

22. William Scott Nelson, Non- 
Resident, West Port Middle, Grade 6 

Incentive Awards: Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

23. Dominique Sharaine 
Osceola, Hollywood, Fort Lauderdale 
Prep., Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

24. Drew James Osceola, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

25. Gregory Allen Osceola, 
Hollywood, American Heritage 
Academy, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

26 Jeannie Austin Osceola, 
Non-Resident, American Heritage 
Academy, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate of Outstanding Academic 
Achievement - Most Improved in 
Reading, Certificate of Outstanding 
Academic Achievement - Achievement in 
Spelling, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

27. Jo Jo Dakota Osceola, 
Hollywood, Sheridan Hills Christian 
School, Grade 8 Florida Junior Miss 
Seminole 2000-2001, Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Straight “A’s”, Certificate for President’s 
Education Awards Program - Outstanding 
Academic Excellence, Certificate for 
“Scholarship, Certificate for 
“Citizenship”, Certificate for English 
Achievement - Recognition of 
Outstanding Achievement in English 8, 
Certificate for Recognition of Outstanding 
Achievement in Outstanding Character, 
Effort and Strength, Plaque for Sheridan 
Hills Christian School - Athletic 
Achievement Award - Junior Varsity Girls 
Basketball - Most Valuable Player, Plaque 
for Sheridan Hills Christian School - 
Athletic Achievement Award - Varsity 
Girls Cross Country Coach’s Award, 
Special Recognition Award for Extra 
Curricula Activities, Certificate - Fishing 
Hall of Fame & Museum - Recognition of 
e Place School Marine Fair Participant 
National Week of the Ocean 2001, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

28. Joseph Daniel Osceola, 
Hollywood, Sheridan Hills Christian 
School, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, 

Certificates, or 
Diploma, Plaque - 
Sheridan Hills 
Christian School - 
Athletic 
Achievement 
Award - 

Elementary Boys 
Basketball - Most 
Valuable Player, 

Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 


29. Lucas Kaine Osceola, 
Hollywood, American Academy, Grade 

8 Incentive Awards: School Awards, 
Certificates, or Diploma, Certificate - 
Recognition of Outstanding Academic 
Achievement in Reading 8, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

30. Shelby Ryanne Osceola, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

31. Tasha Kelly Osceola, 
Hollywood, Sheridan Hills Christian 
School, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Plaque - Sheridan Hills Christian School - 
Athletic Achievement Award - Varsity 
Girls Basketball - Coach’s Award, 
Certificate - Athletic Participation Award 
for Varsity Girls Basketball, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

32. Marlys PHmeaux, 
Hollywood, Riverside Indian School, 
Grade 7 Incentive Awards: All A’s and 
B’s, School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Certificate of Membership to 
the National Junior Honor Society of 
Secondary Schools, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

33. Joseph Charles Richardson, 
Hollywood, American Heritage 
Academy, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

34. Le’Anne Leshamia Sapp, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 8 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Acknowledgement of 
Participation in sports - Hollywood 
Recreation Sports Banquet and Seminole 
hall of Fame induction., Certificate - 
Florida Governor’s Council on Indian 
Affairs, - Recognition for Excellent par- 
ticipation in Mathematics - Florida Indian 
Youth Program, Certificate - Florida 
Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs - 
Recognition for Conscientiousness in 
Writing - Florida Indian Youth Program, 
Florida Governor’s Council on Indian 
Affairs - for Participation in Florida 
Indian Youth Program, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

35. Harmony Jolene Stewart, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

36. Lee Charles Stewart, 
Hollywood, Paladin Academy - Boca 
Raton, Grade 6 Incentive Awards: 

School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

37. Celeste Stockton, Non- 
Resident, Palm Nsta Christian School, 
Grade 7 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

38. Jasper Demaree Thomas, 
Hollywood, American Academy, Grade 

6 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

39. Travelis Timothy, Non- 
Resident, Palm Vista Christian School, 
Grade 8 Incentive Awards: Straight “A’s”, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - President’s Education Awards 
Program - Outstanding Academic 
Excellence, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

40. Kristicia Monique Tommie, 
Non-Resident, St Andrew’s Episcopal 
School, Grade 7 Incentive Awards: “B” 
Average, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

47. Angel Elise Young, 
Hollywood, Fort Lauderdale Prep., 
Grade 8 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 




Seminole Preschool Programs for Hollywood, Big Cypress, 

Brighton and Immokalee 


September 28, 2001 Indian Day - All Center Closed 

October 12, 2001 Teacher Planning Day ( for 3 Months) - All Centers Closed 

November 22-23, 2001 *. . . Thanksgiving - All center Closed 

Dec_ 24-28 Jan_ 1, 2002. . . Big Cypress & Hollywood -Christmas Break- Center Closed 
Dec_ 2428, Jan 1, 2002 .... 1 Brighton & Immokalee - Christmas Break - Center Closed 

January 2, 2002 1 Happy New Year’s - Returning to School 

January 11, 2002 1 Teacher Planning Day ( for 3 Months) - All Centers Closed 

January 21, 2002 ** In service training - all centers closed 

February 18, 2002 President Day - All centers closed 

March 11-15, 2002 Spring Break - Big Cypress - Center Closed 

April 1-5, 2002 Spring Break - Brtn, Hlwd, Immk - Center closed Zmltk 

April 8, 2002 summer registration FiM lla 

May 27, 2002 Memorial day - center closed 4 

May 28-31, 2002 Graduation week 

May 31, 2002 Last Day of School for 2000-2001 /Deadline for Summer Appl rif iTT\ 

June 3-7, 2002 , Summer Break - All Center Closed /# ul ? 

July 4, 2002 * Independence day - all center closed || ^ \ I ] 

July 8- Aug.2, 2002 Enrollment Period for 2002-2003 School Year v 

August 9, 2002 Last Day of Summer Session 

August 12-14, 2002 Preservice ‘training - All Centers Closed mt j 

August 15-16, 2002' Teacher Planning Day y 

August 19, 2002 I First Day of School for 2002-2003 


1. Angel Nichole Billie, 
Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale Prep., 

Grade 12 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

2. Austin Lee Billie, Hollywood, 
Hollywood Hills High School, Grade 12 
Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

3. Janel Chastity Billie, 
Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale Prep, Grade 
12 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

4. Racheal Justine Billie, 
Hollywood, Miccosukee Indian School, 
Grade 10 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

5. Jessica Frances Buster, 
Hollywood, Sheridan Hills Christian 
School, Grade 11 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Citizenship Honor Roll, 
Certificate - Scholarship Honor Roll, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

6. Tiffany Elizabeth Doctor, 
Hollywood, Admiral Farragut 
Academy, Grade 11 Incentive Awards: 
Absent Three (3) Days or Less, Perfect 
Attendance, Gift Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

7. Erica Jane Frank, 

Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 9 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

8. Phillip David Frank, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 11 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

9. Ashley Kay Harj, 

Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 10 Incentive Awards: 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Art Award for Ceramics, 
Certificate - Academic Achievement 
Award - For Most Completed Paces, 
Certificate - Achievement Award - 
completed Mikasuki 
Language Course, 

Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

10. Tommie 
Jumper Hawk, 

Hollywood, University 
School At Nova, Grade 
12 Received a Florida 
Bright Futures Scholarship, 

Received a Florida Academic 
Scholarship, Received a 
Florida Merit Scholars Award, Accepted 
in the University of Miami - Psychology 
Program in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, Incentive Awards: Bonus per 
Each Advanced Class, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

11. Amber Rose Jim, 
Hollywood, Cooper City High School, 
Grade 11 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

12. Kiel Evans Jumper, 
Hollywood, Chickee Christian 
Academy, Grade 9 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

13. Kristy Leean Motlow, 
Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale Prep, Grade 

10 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

14. Michael Thomas Nelson, 
Non-Resident, Broward Christian 
School, Grade 11 Incentive Awards: 
Certificate of Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

15. Dustin Jimmie Osceola, 
Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale Prep, Grade 

10 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

16. Jaime Renee Osceola, 
Hollywood, Ft. Lauderdale Prep, Grade 
9 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - of Membership to National 
Junior Honor Society, Gift Certificate to 
Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

17. Mercedes Osceola, 
Hollywood, Sheridan Hills Christian 
School, Grade 11 Nominated to Who’s 
Who Among American High School 
Students, Incentive Awards: School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, Plaque - 
Sheridan Hills Christian School Athletic 
Achievement Award - Varsity Girls 
Basketball - Most Valuable Player, Plaque 
- Sheridan Hills Christian School Athletic 
Achievement Award - Varsity Girls Cross 
Country - Most Valuable Player, Plaque - 
South Atlantic Coast Conference - Most 
Valuable Player, Gift Certificate to Barnes 


and Noble Booksellers 

18. Sally Dristie Johnette 
Osceola, Hollywood, American 
Heritage, Grade 12 Accepted to the 
Intensive Studies Program in the College 
of Professional and Liberal Studies at 
Nova Southeastern University, Selected to 
participate in the 2001 National Student 
Leadership Conference, Incentive Awards: 
Bonus “All A’s”, Bonus Per Each Honors 
Class, School Awards, Certificates, or 
Diploma, Plaque - American Academy for 
Highest G.P.A., Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

19. William Kenneth Osceola, 
Hollywood, American Heritage, Grade 
11 Incentive Awards: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

20. Mia Da’Wana Sapp, 
Hollywood, Hollywood Christian 
School, Grade 9 Incentive Awards: 
Absent Three (3) Days or Less, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Florida Governor’s Council 
on Indian Affairs - Participation in Florida 
Indian Youth Program, Certificate - 
Academic Achievement Award - for 
Algebra “1 A”, Medallion - for Algebra, 
Certificate for Class Officer - Treasurer 
Class of 2004, Certificate - Junior Varsity 
Athletic Award for participation in 
Softball, Certificate - participation in 
Sports - Hollywood Recreation Sports 
Banquet and Seminole Hall of fame 
Induction, Certificate - Florida 
Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs - 
for Being an Outstanding Writer, 
Certificate - Florida Governor’s Council 
on Indian Affairs - for Excellence in 
Mathematics, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

21. Gabriel Stockton, Non- 
Resident, Palm Vista Christian, Grade 
9 Incentive Award: “A” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

22. Onesimus Matthias 
Stockton, Non-Resident, Palm Vista 
Christian, Grade 12 Incentive Award: 
“B” Average, School Awards, Certificates, 
or Diploma, Diploma - Palm Vista 
Christian School, Gift Certificate to 

Barnes and Noble Booksellers 

23. Gregory 
Jameal Thomas, 
Hollywood, American 
Heritage, Grade 10 
Incentive Award: 
Certificate of 
Participation, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and 
Noble Booksellers 

24. JaMenia 
Latacey Thomas, 
Hollywood, American 
Heritage, Grade 11 
Incentive Award: “B” Average, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

25. Antonio Leon Timothy, 
Non-Resident, Palm Vista Christian, 
Grade 11 Incentive Award: Certificate of 
Participation, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

26. Derrick Tyrone Timothy, 
Non-Resident, Palm Vista Christian, 
Grade 9 Incentive Award: “A” Average, 
All As & B’s, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

27. Karissa Marquita Tommie, 
Non-Resident, St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
School, Grade 9 Incentive Awards: 
Straight “A’s”, Gift Certificate to Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers 

28. Shannon Marie Tucker, 
Non-Resident, Taos Christian Academy, 
Grade 11 Incentive Awards: “A” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Taos Christian Academy - 
Athletic Award for Volleyball, Certificate 

- Participation for Class Treasurer, 
Certificate -for Completing Music 101, 
Certificate - for Outstanding Achievement 
I Most Paces Completed, Certificate - for 
High Standard of excellence in Highest 
Pace Average, Certificate - for Excellence 
in “A” Honor Roll for The Year, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

29. Whitney Reanell Tucker, 
Non-Resident, Taos Christian Academy, 
Grade 9 Incentive Awards: “B” Average, 
School Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - Of Participation for Class 
Secretary, Certificate - for Excellence “B” 
Honor Roll for The Year, Certificate - 
Taos Christian Academy - Athletic Award 

- Outstanding Achievement I Volleyball, 
Gift Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 

30. Brittany Tatum Yescas, 
Non-Resident, Archbishop Coleman F. 
Carroll High School Westlake School, 
Grade 10 Incentive Awards: Improved 
Grades In At Least One Subject Without 
going Down In any Other Subject, School 
Awards, Certificates, or Diploma, 
Certificate - “B” Honor Roll, Gift 
Certificate to Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers 



Pool League Holds Tournament 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — The 
Immokalee VNEA Pool League held an 
end of league tournament on Sept. 13. 
The event was held early, league offi- 
cially ends on Sept. 24, due to time 
constraints. 

All nine teams in the league, 
including substitution players, were eli- 
gible to play in the double-elimination, 
scratch contest. Big Cypress and 
Immokalee Recreation programs spon- 
sored the tournament. 

Finishing in first place were 
the undefeated Seminoles, captained by 
Tony Billie. The Seminoles team mem- 
bers were Randy Clay, Joe Junior Billie 
and Janel Billie. 


Second place went to the Table 
Shakers team. Captained by O.B. 
Osceola Jr., the Table Shakers battled 
their way back to finals after suffering a 
loss in the first round to the Seminoles. 
Team members were Dale Grasshopper, 
Glen Olson and Jack Strapponi. 

Third place went to the Four 
Aces, captained by George 
Grasshopper. Team members were 
David Cypress, Virginia Billie and 
Raymond Garza. 

Congratulations to all the 
teams and players who made the league 
a success. Watch for flyers or contact 
Big Cypress or Immokalee Recreation 
about the starting date for the winter 
league. 
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Incentive 

Continued from page 1 

‘wild Indians’ they’ve been talking about,” said 
North. 

“So I wasn’t recognized, I was about seven 
years old and we have people here that were present 
when the Tribe was established. That is one of the 
main things that is unique about this Tribe. It is that 
we do have people that are still here that helped 
established and make this Tribe where it is as of 
today.” 

Mrs. North then introduced one of the ladies 
who helped in the early years of the tribe, Laura Mae 
Osceola. 

North credited Ms. Osceola with the organi- 
zation of the first Tribal Council and also with form- 
ing -a program that addressed 
education issues. 

Ms. Osceola who 
came up front and with a huge 
smile began, gave a brief 
description of the beginnings 
of the Tribe. She said that 
before the Tribe was formally 
recognized in 1957, the Tribe 
did not have legal status. 

The U.S. Government 
was building homes for people 
during the Great depression, 
and, as a sresult, many Tribal 
members were able to estab- 
lish homes in Hollywood. 

Osceola lived in a 
home with no running water, 
the family had to go to a near- 
by spigot. This was how her 
family lived in a housing 
development that had eight 
homes. 

Because of her expe- 
riences, she wanted other 
Tribal members to share the 
feeling of owning their own 
homes and have the ability to 
buy the things they needed. 

Osceola became involved in 
housing issues because Tribal citizens wanted to have 
a home like everyone around them. 

As a child, she saw how lack of food affect- 
ed everyone, although their spirits were always up. 
Because there was limited food in the stores, her 
father and uncles hunted to put meat on the table. 

As she spoke, Osceola motioned to a group 
of young people sitting in the front of the audience. 
She said, “You guys are not to young to think about 
your people because someday you guys will be our 
leaders. You’re gonna be Chiefs. You’re gonna be 
Presidents. You’re going to be Representatives, and 
you’re going to be in this office, the one that they 
built for you. You guys are gonna be my Chief one 
day, and I hope I’m still alive to see you all.” 

Ms. Osceola said she wanted to be a doer, 
not a leader, even though she served as Secretary 
Treasurer after the Seminoles received recognition. 

The Tribe was assigned a superintendent but 
he really did not do anything because he was based in 
Fort Myers and only showed interest in Brighton and 
Big Cypress. The Tribe had a cattle program he felt 
would support the Tribe but Ms. Osceola felt different 
about this thinking. 

The tribal members found out that the super- 
intendent was planning on heading up to Muskogee, 
Oklahoma to speak about the Seminoles and their sta- 
tus. Muskogee was where the BIA had set up its 
headquarters to deal with IndianTtribes. 

When the tribal members found out his trip 
they knew they had to 
attend so that they would 
know first hand how the 
BIA was going to deal 
with them. They found out 
that BIA was talking about 
the Tribe losing its status 
with the government. 

Laura Mae, Glory Bowers, 
and Betty Mae Jumper 
along with other people 
gathered under the now 
famous constitution Tree to 
talk about what needed to 
be done about this situa- 
tion. 

They got food 
together and had box sup- 
pers so that they could 
raise money to go to 
Muskogee. They did not 
have a lot to put into the 
boxes just items like fry 
bread or biscuits. They 
even sold used clothing to 
raise more money, they turned to the “Friends of the 
Seminoles” to get the clothing. They were able to 
accomplish raising enough money to take the trip, 
which was by all accounts not a comfortable one. 

The Tribe became established through every- 
one’s hard work and sacrifices made. Ms. Osceola 
mentioned that everyone today can get a house and 
even a dividend, this is what people like Betty Mae, 
Mary Tiger, Bill Osceola and Jack Motlow were 
striving for. 

Ms. Osceola mentioned that the people are 
happy to have things like a police department, tribal 
programs, and assistance with any problems that may 
come up. She pointed out that the young people will 
be running the business, so that there will be more 
money for the Tribe. 

Ms. Osceola mentioned that no matter what 
clan the young people represent, to remember to take 
care of everyone in their Tribe. That they should love 
everyone because the people they will represent come 
from various families and backgrounds. 

Ms. Osceola pointed out that she has love 
for everybody no matter who they are and that if you 
represent the Tribe this is an important thing to keep 
in mind. Laura Mae Osceola left the front of the stage 
admits a round of applause. 

Mrs. North next called on Betty Mae Jumper 
to share a few words about her experience with being 
one of the first Tribal members to leave Florida to 
attend school. Ms. Jumper spoke about how her inter- 
est in attending school was first started. She would go 
to the vegetable fields her mother worked in and saw 
two young black girls she played with get on a bus to 
go to school. She asked her mother to see if she could 
go to school as well they tried the superintendent first 
but he said Betty Mae wasn’t white so she could not 
attend any schools there. They next asked the woman 
whose daughters went to school if she could help. 

The woman took them to see the principal of the all 
black school but he told them no because Betty Mae 
was not black. 

Ms. Jumper mentioned that for awhile, she 
forgot her dream of going to school until she found 
out that there were schools that accepted Indians. 
Betty approached the superintendent about going to 
such a school and he said he would look into it for 
her. 


The superintendent found out information 
about a school in Cherokee, N.C. that takes Indians. 
Betty Mae then asked her mother if she could go, her 
mother said yes but they would have to save money 
for a year because the trip would be long. 

Betty Mae said her brother Howard Tiger 
found out and started to get upset because he wanted 
to go. They decided he could go as well, Betty Mae 
said she asked her friend Mary Bowers if she would 
go as well and she said okay. The move to Cherokee, 
N. C. proved to be such a big change Betty Mae said 
that all three cried for about a year. 

After these first three pioneers went to 
Cherokee more tribal members followed. Betty Mae 
finally graduated and then attended nurse training at 
Carbine Indian Hospital. She then returned to Florida 
and worked for 1 7 years and helped set up the Health 
program. 


Ms. Jumper said she was involved with the 
foundation of the Tribe as Laura Mae had pointed 
out. Betty Mae pointed out that today’s tribal mem- 
bers are still able to learn how the Seminole Tribe 
began. She also stated that in those early years it was 
very rough in the beginning. 

Betty finished with a remark about being 
thankful for being among those at the Incentive 
Awards. She thanked everyone for being there and 
giving her a chance to speak to them about the work 
that went into shaping and building the Tribe. 

****Mrs. North gave her thanks to Ms. 
Jumper and her time for sharing a small piece of 
Seminole history. Mrs. North introduced Max 
Osceola Jr., Hollywood Council Representative. Mr. 
Osceola expressed his delight at seeing so many stu- 
dents tend the function he spoke of how education 
should be an important factor in their lives. 

Mr. Osceola echoed his feelings with all in 
attendance about how they should learn about the 
tribe and how it became the formal constitution and 
charter that lead to the creation of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

He went on to explain that the students come 
from an unconquered nation. The only way we will 
be conquered is if we do not pursue a higher educa- 
tion that leads to a better job and better way of life. 

Mr. Osceola mentioned that the tribe will 
back the students 1 00 percent in any type of educa- 
tion they wanted. No matter what type of education 

they look into such as 
trade schools or college 
they will be taken care 
of. 

Mr. Osceola 
stated, We are rich but 
we didn’t have any 
money, how can that be? 
We were rich in culture, 
we were rich in tradi- 
tion, we were rich in our 
tribe which is more 
important than any dol- 
lar any man can have, 
remember that.” 

Mr. Osceola then spoke 
of how our elders could 
not understand how 
people could say they 
did not exist because 
they saw themselves as 
Seminole and a citizen 
of the U.S. He again 
rehashed the story of the 
work done by our fore- 
fathers and their pursuit 
of keeping the tribe together and becoming estab- 
lished. 

That is why it is important to for our youth 
today to receive an education to keep the tribe going 
until our unforeseen generations are bom and to take 
care of the adults today who will one day be senior 
citizens. 

Mr. Osceola asked that those in attendance 
express their thanks to those individuals who made 
sure that the Seminole Tribe of Florida remain in 
existence. And that every tribal member receive the 
opportunity to get an education. Mr. Osceola 
received a round of applause and Mrs. North then 
introduced Mr. David Dehass, Board Representative 
Hollywood. 

Mr. Dehass expressed his delight in seeing 
so many young people and elders gathered at such a 
notable event He was glad to see so many young 
people excel in education and to take their future 
seriously. 

Mr. Dehass expressed his congratulations to 
those youth receiving an award. He also encouraged 
those who may not be receiving an award to try hard- 
er in the upcoming school year. He pointed out that 
they should set their minds to doing their best and 
just follow through. This type of mind set can be 
applied towards any task in life he explained. 

After the audience gave a round of applause 
for Mr. Dehass Mrs. North once again stood at the 
podium to give acknowledgment to individuals 
working for the tribe who in attendance. Mrs. 

Priscilla Sayen, Secretary Treasurer was introduced 
along with William Osceola, Liaison for Seminole 
Tribal members living out at the Tamiami Trail. Also 
mentioned was Joe Dan Osceola, Ambassador for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, along with Bill Maddox 
the Commissioner of LaBelle, FL. 

Mrs. North continued with a comment about 
how the event had attracted living history right there 
in Hollywood. She pointed out that Joe Dan Osceola 
was a former Tribal Chairman and that Betty Mae 
Jumper was the first and only Chairperson a woman 
to have held that position. 

Mrs. North also mentioned that there was no 
need to get on the Internet because the people who 
know so much about the tribe and its early begin- 
nings were right there. 


Mrs. North at this time introduced Joe Dan 
Osceola to the audience. Mr. Osceola gave thanks for 
his introduction and continued by mentioning that a 
book should be written about the tribe using the liv- 
ing history in the room. He also pointed out that Max 
Osceola Jr., should be written in as well just due to 
the fact that he knows so much about the tribe. 

Mr. Osceola mentioned that Max was the 
first tribal member to graduate from college which 
Joe Dan felt is a great honor in itself. Joe spoke about 
various issues that affect the tribe such as the mascot 
issue that the American Indian Movement (AIM) was 
currently addressing. His opinion was that as long as 
they were trying to emulate the Seminole Tribe in a 
positive light he did see anything wrong. 

While on the subject of sports he spoke 
about how he saw the tribal youth of today being 
neglected in this area. He wanted to see more young 
tribal members participating in 
sports whether it be as a coach 
or team member or just a 
sports fan sitting in the stands. 
The fields on the Hollywood 
Reservation are some of the 
best looking around. He want- 
ed to see more native teams 
using the fields because it 
showed pride in what they 
have and who they are. 

Mr. Osceola felt that 
none of these issues would be 
resolved unless parents or 
other concerned adults get 
involved in the physical well 
being of our youth today and 
therefore after. 

Joe Dan then thanked everyone 
for letting him share his 
thoughts and feelings about the 
you and existed the stage amid 
a round of applause. 

Josephine north then 
introduced the youth to the 
reigning Miss Seminole - 
Mercedes Osceola. Miss 
Osceola started her speech off 
with why they were all gath- 
ered together and this 
was to honor the students who have invested their 
time and made an effort to go to school 

Miss Osceola stated, “education is one of the 
most important things in life, once you learn some- 
thing now one can take it away from you.” 

Miss Osceola pointed out that she was not 
only referring to book education but tribal education 
which is the knowledge of our culture. Mercedes felt 
that tribal education should be kept alive in order to 
prosper. By furthering this 
education the tribe can only 
succeed as a people. 

Since the tribe offers 
1 00 percent coverage towards 
education it is only fair to 
give back to the tribe. She 
went on to point out that the 
students are the future and 
they should do what they can 
to create a brighter future. 

After the audience 
gave Miss Osceola a round of 
applause Mrs. North went on 
to introduce the Parents 
Advisory Committee officers, 
wands Bowers - Chairperson, 

Ester Gopher - Vice 
Chairperson, and Virginia 
Mitchell - Secretary Treasurer. 

Wanda Bowers 
shared a few words with the 
audience members by first Student Recognition 
Committee for the evening event. She mentioned they 
are also members of the PAC organization and men- 
tioned them by name. They are: Josephine North, 
Leoma TommieWilliams, and Cindy Calderon. The 
incentive Awards Committee also received recogni- 
tion they are: Tina Lacey, Leoma Poore, Josephine 
North, Ginger Tiger and Ella Dehass. 

Ms. Bowers spoke on behalf of all these 
women explaining all the hard work, time, and effort 


it takes to be involved in such an organization and in 
some cases to belong to more than two. She pointed 
out they are mothers, workers and care givers of their 
tribe. She congratulated them for all the effort they 
put into such events as the that night explaining that 
it is time consuming and energy sapping work. 

Ms. Bowers went on to explain how she had 
to work at building up attendance for Pac meetings 
and getting parents to come to voice their concerns, 
fears, or even vent frustration towards the school sys- 
tem. She explained that without these factors they 
would not know how to help them and she is grateful 
for all the input they have made over the year. 

Ms. Bowers explained that every issue 
should be addressed as to the help needed, if the Pac 
organization cannot help they will find the resources 
to get problems solved. Money should not be issue 
because they the have the resources available and she 
pointed out they are Max Osceola Jr., and David 
Dehass. 

Ms. Bowers thanked all the parents who 
have showed n interest in their child’s education, 
mentioned that without their opinions and concerns 
the PAC organization would only be an 
empty shell. With out the parents behind her the 
issues that come up will never be addressed, she 
needs and appreciates their backing her up. 

Ms. Bowers received a round of applause 
before turing the podium back over to Mrs. North 
mentioned that the speakers were given the floor 
before the awards were given out, because the award- 
ed would leave soon after getting their moneys. 

Mrs. North spoke about how in the past as 
children they were told to wash their feet and get up 
on the platform. The children would then wait for 
their uncles or grandfathers to tell them stories before 
they went to bed. She pointed out that this practice 
had all but died out and that the practice should be 
picked up again. 

Mrs. North also took the time to point out 
that the Seminole language is being taught at the Pre- 
School level and at the Chickee Church Academy. 
There are afternoon classes available and their are 
language teachers living on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Mrs. North put out an invitation to the elders 
to come help out with words that the Language 
department may have forgotten. She mentioned that 
she speaks both Miccosukee and Creek and that 
sometimes she forgets words but that others will pitch 
in and help out. This is how the language will survive 
and this invitation should encourage others to help 
out in this effort to preserve our heritage. 

Mrs. North then turned the long awaited 
moment over to Ella Dehass - Education Counselor. 
After given a set of instructions from Josephine 
North, Ella Dehass now occupied the podium. Max 

Osceola Jr., and David Dehass were 
asked to come up onto the stage to 
take photo’s with the Incentive 
Award winners. 

Ms. Dehass thanked every- 
one for coming to the event and she 
also thanked the representatives for 
their support of the event. Ms. 
Dehass remarked that the event 
proved to be interesting task but a 
memorable one to partake of. 

I The Incentive Award 

Committee were responsible for 
handing out the certificates. Tina 
Lacey had the honor of giving out 
the cash award to parents who had 
be present to receive their chil- 
dren’s money. 

Dehass started with the 
kindergarten students and went 
through a list that included elemen- 
tary, middle school, and high school 
again. I hope the 2001-2002 school year will turn out 
hard working dedicated students who will make the 
Seminole Tribe a proud nation. Below is a list of stu- 
dents, the school they attend and the classes, sports or 
extra curricular activities they received an award for. 

I hope to see all the winners and parents at next years 
award event and those of you who did not place try 
harder this year and I hope to see you next year God 
speed. 


Slam 

Continued from page 1 

Hummingbird prayed in English and Cypress prayed 
in the Mikasuki language. 

Several chickee replicas were built inside 
the gym where the arts & crafts and food vendors 
operated, giving the venue a native festival atmos- 
phere. 

Following the invo- 
cation, eight Seminole 
dancers performed for the 
crowd. Daisi Jumper, 

Chunky Buster, Louise 
Osceola, Victor Billie, Ira 
Buster, Brian Billie, Mike 
Smith, and Mornin Osceola 
put on a riveting exhibition 
of native dance. 

After the dancing, 
the Billie Swamp Safari’s 
own Gator John demonstrat- 
ed the Seminole tradition of 
alligator wrestling. As 
always, the alligator let him 
win. 

The sharing of Native culture was a harbin- 
ger of the excitement that followed. The first of the 
scheduled matches was between Cherokee Mike 
Youngblood and Sean Allen. 

Allen made a great 
showing, but was pinned by 
the much craftier 
Youngblood. Gotta watch 
those sneaky natives. 

In the grudge match 
department, “Seminole” Joe 
Gomez exacted his revenge 
on “Mr. Technical,” Barry 
Horowitz, by taking back the 
Native American Wrestling 
Federation title. Horowitz 
had captured the NAWF title 
from Gomez the previous 
night in Brighton 
Reservation’s “Native 
Uprising.” 

The featured female 
bout pitted beautiful Princess 
Alexis Luray of the 
Powhatan Tribe against Foxy 
Lady. The Native American 
Female Wrestler title belt 
was on the line and a very 
defeated and desperate Foxy 
Lady was discovered trying to steal the belt and 
sneak out the back door before being caught in the 
act by FCW Commissioner, Bernie Siegal. 

Crooning “Home On the Range” and call- 


ing himself “the only living cigar store Indian,” the 
Wrangler enraged the crowd with his politically 
incorrect antics. 

However, the “Lumbee Warrior” took up 
the cause and proceeded to demolish him in an 
Indian strap match. Another match featured the very 
popular “Native Blood,” the tag team individually 
known as “Ghostwalker” and “Navajo Warrior.” 

They fought “Skullcrusher” Thompson and 
“The Blackhart,” defeating them for the second 

night in a row. They remain 
undefeated. 

The main event was 
between the former WWF 
superstar “Tantanka” and 
“Extreme Shaah.” It was an 
excellent match. The crowd 
went wild, yelling in favor 
of Tantanka. 

The crowd really 
went wild during the king- 
sized brawl after Extreme 
Shaah’s defeat. The non- 
Natives, angered over 
Shaah’s loss, proceeded to 
jump Tantanka. 

There was fighting in and out of the ring. 
Gator John joined in to beat up Abudadein, Extreme 
Shaah’s manager, while Princess Alexis gave 
Vicious Vinnie a pretty good whoopin’. It was a 
room clearing brawl that had heads swiveling to see 
who was getting the worst of it. 

To the delight of the 
Big Cypress community, when 
the dust cleared, the Native 
Americans were in total con- 
trol. That spectacle brought the 
evening of entertainment to a 
close. 

The event was organized 
by NAWF’s Joe Gomez, Jack 
Gorton, Vinnie Fontana and 
FCW’s Bernie Siegal and Bill 
Brown, in cooperation with 
Councilman David Cypress. 

It is the goal of NAWF 
to build the production, adding 
more Native Wrestlers and to 
take it to all parts of Indian 
Country. 

NAWF is unique in this 
field of sports entertainment 
and the promoters and man- 
agers are looking to go national 
and, in due time, international. 
Seminole 

Broadcasting was on hand to 
tape the event for future viewing. 






As a child Laura Mae Osceola dreamed of help- 
ing her tribe. 



Miss Seminole Mercedes Osceola 
shared her thoughts. 







The Seminole Tribune 


13 


September 28, 2001 


GREAT GETAWAYS IN OUR OWN BACK YARD 


p lace JlCJll ■ 

CORKSCREW SWAMP SANCTUARY 


By B. Secody 

NAPLES, FL - How lucky are 
we here in Southwest Florida? Not only 
were we spared from the horrific evil 
that destroyed the lives of so many in 
New York - but we are blessed to be 
able to visit a place of serenity, natural 
beauty and solace: a place where we 
come face to face with the living gifts 
from our Creator, and away from the 
sorrow, anger and frustration felt around 
the world. This day will be known as 
one of healing, learning and appreciation 
of our right to live in the United States 
of America. 

The Sanctuary has an interest- 
ing history, which dates back to 1912, 
when the National Audubon Society had 
already begun to protect egrets and other 
birds from plume hunters. Then, in the 
1950s, the society purchased this land to 
protect the cypress forests from loggers. 
Today, this group is committed to restor- 
ing the Everglades and preserving the 
watershed to promote a prosperous and 
healthy ecosystem for all wildlife so that 
we - and our children - will continue to 
enjoy this precious commodity for the 
years to come. 

Upon our arrival to the sanctu- 
ary, a sense of peace and tranquility 
seemed to overwhelm us; and as we 
stepped onto the boardwalk to start our 
tour, it was like all nature was there to 
welcome us. 

The birds sang and trilled, as if 
signaling to each other, “company was 
coming.” A small rabbit sat quietly 
chewing a blade of grass, and butterflies 
seemed to be everywhere. Two hawks 
circled above as if to let us know that 
they were watching, and their piercing 
screeches echoed throughout the swamp. 
Periodically, they landed in the trees 
above - perhaps checking on their 
young. 

As we walked along, the resi- 
dents of this place seemed unfazed by 
our presence and went happily about 
their business. A small gray squirrel rus- 
tled the leaves in the tree above us, and 
our being there didn’t slow down his 
enjoyment of the little snack he ate from 
his hands. Further along the way, we 
noticed an anhinga 
perched on a branch 
drying off. The beau- 
tiful silver in his 
wings against his 
black feathers reflect- 
ed in the sun and was 
truly a wonderful 
sight. The minute he 
saw us, he dropped 
into the water - his 
long, thin neck giving 
the appearance of a 
snake floating about. 

Close to the 
edge of the board- 
walk was a tree laden 
with “swamp apples”. 

Also known as a 
pond apple, this fruit 
is a signal to the 
Seminole and 
Miccosukee people 
that summer is nearly 
over. Those still liv- 
ing in the camps 
know that when they hear the plop - 
plop of the apples hitting the water, they 
know that soon it will start to get cold. 
Although the swamp and Everglades do 
not experience the traditional changing 
of seasons, the plants, animals, birds and 
other wildlife signals upcoming change. 

Many of the plant life found in 
the sanctuary and throughout the 
Everglades have long been used for 
medicine to the Indians of Florida. Even 
today, native medicine people use such 
plants as certain varieties of fern, and 
the bay leaf tree for healing their sick. 
Long ago, nature provided a way and 
means of life for native people. The 
cypress trees were used for wood for 
dwellings (“chickees’Vhouses) and “dug 
outs” - canoes used for transportation 
throughout the swamp. The sabal palm’s 
fruit provided “swamp cabbage” (heart 
of the palm as some have come to know 
it) - a popular food staple even today: 
and even the palmetto fiber was used for 
dolls and baskets. 

Today, everyone is finally real- 
izing what has been - for many years - 
happening to the Everglades and sur- 
rounding similar areas. Unless steps are 
taken now to repair and protect this deli- 
cate land, we must all face the stark real- 
ity that we may someday loose this mag- 
nificent resource. 

Many years ago - before the 
disruption of our eco system in the 
Everglades - nature pretty much handled 
the “housecleaning” of the land: it kept 
the circle of life in balance. The light- 
ning storms provided the fire to clean 


overgrown areas and thicket so that 
earth’s creatures - big and small - 
would continue to thrive. Once an area 
was burned, new growth sprouted. The 
rains fed the lakes, ponds and especially 
the swamp and all its inhabitants. 

Today, with all the new housing devel- 
opments popping up all throughout 
Florida, the natural fire/water process 
has been seriously altered. Naturally, 
when fires threaten residential areas, 
they are immediately doused, allowing 
overgrowth to thrive and choke out new 
life. State officials are now performing 
“prescribed” burns in an attempt to imi- 
tate what only nature can properly do. 
Often these “controlled” burns get out of 
control with disastrous results to man 
and to wildlife. 

Nature is also patient. A plant 
aptly named the “resurrection fern” can 
shrivel up, turn brown and lay dormant 
for many years. They actually appear to 
be dead, but do not be fooled. One good 
rain will perk up this delicate little fern; 
and it will turn green again and spring 
back to life within hours of a refreshing 
drink. Thus, its name: resurrection fern. 
The swamp comes alive after a good 
rain; and the sanctuary was generous 
with its visitors this past weekend. A 
big alligator was lazily stretched out on 
a huge log - not far from the boardwalk. 
I believe he actually smiled for me as I 
took his picture. As we moved further 
into the density of the sanctuary, more 
birds and plants revealed themselves to 
us. The red maple trees, strangler figs 
that clung desperately to the massive 
bald cypress were breathtaking. A little 
blue heron checked us out from his 
perch near a glorious red swamp hibis- 
cus; and the hanging Spanish moss off in 
the distance provided the backdrop for 
the bright purple passionflowers. 

We speak of necessities and the 
sin of waste. At the Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary, nothing goes to waste, and re- 
cycling is the name of the game - espe- 
cially when it comes to the water. The 
sanctuary harbors a watershed that bene- 
fits more than just the immediate area. A 
watershed is basically all the land that 
collects the rain, and strains or purifies it 


before sending it on its way to nearby 
lakes or streams. A water shed is typical- 
ly a forest or agricultural site, but 
includes waterways such as larger bodies 
of water including rivers, lakes, swamps, 
canals and reservoirs. In Florida, a 
watershed is both beneficial and neces- 
sary to the swamp and to all its plants 
and wildlife inhabitants. Well-managed 
watersheds recharge the groundwater 
reserves to maintain water quality and 
an adequate supply of water for all. 

Along the boardwalk an eleva- 
tion gauge was placed which measures 
the feet above sea level. The gauge 
showed three feet and was located six 
inches below the boardwalk. It seems 
strange to think that the swamp could 
actually be above sea level. We were 
told that one of the reasons for this is 
that when a recent storm has deposited a 
great amount of water in the swamp, 
water being held in the already rain- 
soaked ground does not evaporate as 
quickly. It is held in the watershed until 
which time that water starts to flow to its 
intended destination of a lake, river or 
other body of water. During this time, 
the swamp habitat is able to adapt to 
these sudden changes and when neces- 
sary, they may move - temporarily - to 
accommodate the change. Other forms 
of wildlife will return to an area after a 
storm, and will thrive in what was - 
prior to the rain - devoid of water. 

With the completion of the new 
boardwalk and visitor/education center 
in 1996, along with it came a staggering 
number of visitors to the sanctuary daily. 



Red Shouldered Hawk 


This caused a problem of monumental 
proportions in regards to accommodat- 
ing restroom facilities for this number of 
people. First of all, it was intolerable - 
as well as illegal. Once a visitor level 
reaches 100,000, Florida law required 
the Sanctuary to build a sewage system. 

Conventional systems were 
quickly ruled out, as they were deemed 
unreliable or questionable. It was also 
not eco-friendly due to the chemicals 
that would be needed for it to be effec- 
tive. Also, several acres would be 
required to provide such a system. 

Then, as the song goes - along 
came John - John Todd that is, of Ocean 
Arks, International. He designed waster 
water treatment systems - called Living 
Machines - that used sunlight, bacteria, 
green plants and animals to restore water 
to pure conditions. Dr. Todd proposed a 
Living Machine for the sanctuary that 
would occupy an area of only 70’ X 70’, 
purify wastes without additives, and 
recycle 90 percent of the purified water 
back into the restrooms for reuse in the 
toilets. This innovative system was also 
cost effective. Within five months this 
system was completed. 

The basic principle of the 
Living Machine is that it mimics nature 
in that it is a natural water restoration 
system instead of an 
artificial water treat- 
ment plant. Its innova- 
tive aquatic treatment 
system restores waste- 
water to near-drinkable 
quality using native, 
nutrient-absorbing wet- 
land plants and ani- 
mals. The water that 
passes through the sys- 
tem is typically more 
pure than water that 
comes from municipal 
water treatment plants. 
In the 

Corkscrew Sanctuary, 
waste is first pumped 
to two belowground 
10,000-gallon fiber- 
glass tanks for the 
initial anaerobic diges- 
tion. Then it goes into 
two parallel series of 
five (5) 2,500-gallon 
tanks - each of which 
is furiously aerated and copiously sup- 
plied with bacteria, green plants from 
algae to trees, snails, shrimp, insects and 
fish. Here, ammonia and organic nitro- 
gen are converted to nitrates. Each one 
of the five tank-series is capable of han- 
dling 75% of the maximum daily flow. 
Water then flows into a sixth tank where 
it is pumped out of the top to the next 
step and any remaining sediment is 
pumped from the bottom, back to the 
anaerobic tanks to begin the cycle again 
and be eliminated. 

The process then continues in 
two 30’ X 30’ plastic-lined artificial 
marshes filled with crushed limestone. 
The marshes are planted with typical 
wetland species fro Corkscrew Swamp 
including alligator flag, arrowhead, pick- 
erel wee, blue flag iris and swamp lily 
that remove the last vestiges of nitrogen 
through the root system and convert 
them to harmless nitrogen gas. When the 
effluent exits these marshes, it is clean. 
However, to satisfy state regulators, it is 
disinfected with chlorine, pumped to a 
holding tank, and then pumped to a 
chamber to de-chlorinate the water with 
sodium sulfate. The water is recycled 
into the restrooms for flushing. (A sepa- 
rate line brings potable water from the 
drinking water system for hand washing 
and drinking fountains.) 

And to think that all we wanted to do 
was use the restroom. We learned so 
much about this type of system. The 
screened-in walkway to the restroom - 
we were told - was for insect control, as 
well as to accommodate a butterfly 
aviary. 

This tour of the Corkscrew 
Swamp Sanctuary was one of healing 
for us - and as an added bonus, we were 
shown how dedicated people of the 
National Audubon Society has also been 
in the healing business - for a long time, 
and continues to work towards its mis- 
sion statement goals. 

The mission statement of the 
National Audubon Society is to conserve 
and restore natural ecosystems, focusing 
on birds, wildlife, and their habitats for 
the benefit of humanity and the earth’s 
biological diversity. 

When the kids start getting 
cabin fever, and want somewhere to go, 
a trip to the Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary - especially as a family out- 
ing - is just the thing. It is educational, 
peaceful and a great family getaway - 
right here in our own back yard. 



Swamp Hibiscus 



Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 

September 15, 2001 Results 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON— The following 
are the results of the final rodeo, as well 
as the year end champions and the 
reserve champions. The finals this year 
are to be held in Montana, our prayers 
are with all those who are planning to 
travel. 

Mutton Busting: First place 
went to Kelton Smedley and second 
place to Nauthke Henry. Calf Riding: 
First place, Jamie Gonzalez and second 
place went to Seth Randolph. Steer 
Riding: First place, Dayne Johns; sec- 
ond place, Randel Osceola. Junior Bull 
Riding: First place went to Storm Billie 
and second place went to Jerome Davis. 
50 and Over Breakaway Roping: In 
first place, Moses Jumper and second 
place Rudy Osceola. 

Novice Barrels: First place, 
MacKenzie Johns; second place went to 
Cheyanna Osceola and third place went 
to Kari Kroeplin. Beginner Barrel 
Racing: First place went to Nauthke 
Henry and second place went to 
Calgary Johns. 

Bareback Riding: In first 
place, Koty Brugh and second place to 
Alex Johns. Saddle Bronc Riding: In 
first place, Koty Brugh.. Calf Roping: 
Josh Jumper placed first, second went to 
Marty Johns and third place went to 
Naha Jumper. Steer Wrestling: In first 
place, Josh Jumper. Second place went 
to Robbie Chalfant and in third place, 
Marty Johns. 

Women’s Breakaway 
Roping: First place went to Jo Leigh 
Johns. In Barrel Racing, First place 
went to Tess Ducheneaux; in second 
place went to Jo Leigh Johns and in 
third place Holly Johns. Team Roping: 
the first place team went to Marvin 
Bowers and Amos Tiger; second place 
team went to Marty Johns and Adell 
Driggers; third place team went to 
Justin Gopher and Michael 
Henry. The team coming 
in fourth was the team of 
Alex Johns and Billie 
Tiger. 

Bull Riding: 

Justin Gopher placed first. 

The year end 
Champions and Reserve Champions are 
as follows: Mutton Busting-Nauthke 
Henry/Reserve Champion-Jessie 
Osceola; Calf Riding- Seth 
Randolph/Reserve Champion- 
Ethan Gopher; Steer Riding- 


Randall Osceola/Reserve Champion- 
Dayne Johns; Junior Bull Riding- 
Steven Billie/Reserve Champion- 
Jerome Davis; Beginner Barrel 
Racing-Cheyanna Osceola/Reserve 
Champion-Nauthke Henry; Novice 
Barrels-MacKenzie Johns/Reserve 
Champion-Jade Braswell; 50 and Over 
Men’s Breakaway-Billie Joe 
Johns/Reserve Champion-Rudy 
Osceola; Bareback Riding-Koty 
Brugh/Reserve Champion- Alex Johns; 
Steer Wrestling-Naha Jumper/Reserve 
Champion-Robbie Chalfant; Saddle 
Bronc Riding-Robert 
Youngblood/Reserve Champion- 
Robert Simpson; Calf Roping-Josh 
Jumper/Reserve Champion-Naha 
Jumper; Women’s Breakaway- Shelby 
Osceola/Reserve Champion-Jo Leigh 
Johns; Team Roping-Marvin Bowers 
and Amos Tiger/Reserve Champions- 
Marty Johns and Adell Driggers; Barrel 
Racing-Tess Ducheneaux/Reserve 
Champion-Holly Johns; Bull Riding- 
Doug Fish/Reserve Champion-Koty 
Brugh 

All Around Champion: Koty Brugh 
All Around Champion for September 
15™ Rodeo: Marty Johns 

Congratulations to all the participants 
and Good Luck at the Finals! 



Save Our Everglades Announces 
New Brand of Sugar 



As an alternative 
choice to cane sugar grown and 
refined in the Florida 
Everglades, Save Our 
Everglades Sugar is now avail- 
able at Publix, Winn-Dixie and 
Albertson’s Supermarkets. 

Packaged in distinc- 
tive, resealable pouches, the 
new sugar hits the shelves as 
the debate over the sugar indus- 
try’s role in the pollution of 
water and the destruction of the 
Everglades rages on. 

The Everglades Issue 

At issue is the 

Everglades Agricultural Area 
(EAA), which occupies almost 
half of the Everglades’ 1.6 mil- 
lion acres. Set aside in the 
1940’s for agricultural and 
urban development, approxi- 
mately 500,000 of the EAA’s 
700,000-acre plot is currently 
used to grow and refine sugar. 

Environmentalists and 
many Florida residents just outside of 
the Everglades say that poisonous 
chemical runoff from industrial farming 
is largely, if not completely responsible 
for the huge loss of plants and animals 
native to the wetland ecosystem. They 
also hold the sugar industry responsible 
for poisoning the water that passes 
through the Everglades from Lake 
Okeechobee and serves as a source for 
human consumption in areas along the 
South Florida coast. 

Using the slogan, “Fight Sugar 
With Sugar” the SOES advertising 


Save Our Everglades Sugar packaging. 


empowers consumers, encouraging 
them to use their buying power to play 
an active role in supporting the 
Everglades cause. In creating an envi- 
ronmentally friendly brand of sugar, 
SOES hopes to support the efforts of 
The Everglades Foundation and return 
the Everglades to its pre-sugar industry 
state through education. The organiza- 
tion’s mission is to prevent another cen- 
tury’s worth of agricultural pollution, 
urban sprawl and unwise water manage- 
ment. For more information, please visit 
www. saveoureverglades . org. 


4-H Swine Projects to begin in October 

Youth that are interested in 4-H Swine Projects need to contact your local 
4-H leader to sign an enrollment form, before October 20 -27. In order to be eligi- 
ble to participate in Seminole Indian 4-H Show & Sale in February 2002. Youth 
must be 8-18 years of age. 

Immokalee - Chris Marrero at (941) 657-3400 
Hollywood - Steve Young at (954) 989-9457 
Tampa - Phillip Smith at (813) 833-1926 
Brighton - Andrew Bowers at (863) 467-7059 or 
Earl Strickland at (863) 763-5902 
Big Cypress - Benny Hernandez at (863) 983-8372 or 
Edna McDuffie at (863) 983-6245 

For more information - contact Polly Hayes (863) 763-5020 ext. 111. 
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Happy Birthday 



Happy Birthday to Deandra 
Tiger. Our last baby. I want to wish you a 
happy birthday. I’m sorry I’m not there 
to celebrate with ya’ll, but in my heart I 
will always be with ya’ll. Your still our 
baby so have a good time and remember 
daddy loves and misses you. Have a 
Happy 9th. Love Daddy (Charlie J. 

Tiger Jr.) 



Announcing the new arrival to 
the Johns family, Brooke Whitecloud 
Johns bom 5/4/01 to the proud parents of 
William Johns and Marion Lewis 

Hollywood Reservation. 

Happy Birthday Hankie, we 
love you. Dom, Marlon, Letitia, Denise, 
John-john and Doris 

Happy Birthday to my big otter 
girl, Letitia Teal Foster bron September 
9, 1991. Have a goot one! Love 

Grandma Doris 



Happy 4th Birthday (August 
29th) to our little man, Darnell 


“Thutkey” Osceola, aka baby otter. We 
love you sooo much. From: Grandma & 
Rasta, Sis, Nicole, Bros. Clayton, 
Willie, Devin, Mom & Yo-yo 

Happy Birthday Thutkey on 
August 29. Hope you had a great party. 
We love you, Aunt Doris and the Otter 
Gang. 



Happy 2nd Birthday on 
September 28, Cecil Shadow Wolf Johns 
“Little Bully.” Love Daddy (William 
Johns), Mommy (Marion Lewis), 
Atlanta, Austin, Shania and Brooke. 



Happy Birthday to our baby 
girl Nicole Marie Osceola bom on Indian 
Day eleven years ago- finally made it to 
those double digits. We are very proud of 
you and love you very much. Have a 
great birthday. Love, Mom (Robin), Dad 
(Tate), and Huston Osceola. 



Guess who is turning two? 

The Jumper Pumpkins. Happy 2nd 
Birthday, Arek Dalton and Phoenixsun 
Derek. We love you boys, the Jumpers. 


Happy Birthday to my first 
born otter baby Peggy Kim Osceola on 
September 22. Love always Mom (Doris 
Osceola). 


3rd Annual Florida Keys 
Birding & Wildlife Festival - Oct. 12 - 
14 at Crane Point Hammock (mile marker 
50), Marathon, FL. For more information 
call (305) 872-0774 or visit us at 
www.hawkwatch.org/keysfest.htm. 

Biketoberfest - Oct. 18-21 at 
various locations. Call (904) 255-0415, 
(800) 854-1234 or www.biketoberfest.org. 

11th Annual Fall Riverwalk 
Art & Craft Show - Oct. 13 - 14 at Las 
Olas Riverfront Complex. For info call 
(561) 336-0606. 

Miami Reggae Festival - Oct. 

28 at Bayfront Park. Call (305) 891-2944 
for details. 

Christmas Celebration - 

November & December - Louise 
Mandrell in person, book now, groups of 
20 or more call (888) 568-4253 for show 
information. 

Collectibles Extravaganza - 

Oct. 5, 6, and 7 at the South Florida 
Fairgrounds in West Palm Beach. Phone 
(727) 345-4431 or www.piccadillypro- 
mos.com. 

“Power and Place, Indian 
Education in America” - Authors Vine 
Deloria, Jr. and Daniel R. Wildcat, two 
prominent Native American scholars. 
Book turns a critical eye on the education 
of Native American students in the United 
States. Call Fulcrum Publishing at (303) 
277-1623, (800) 992-2908 for more 
details on purchasing. 

“My First Pocket Guide to 
Florida” - a little book written by Carole 
Marsh is part of her Florida experience 
series, used in many schools to boost state 
social studies test scores from dreaded F’s 
to A-pluses. Contact Sherry Moss at (770) 
631-4222. 

7th Annual “All About Kids” 
Holiday Show - Nov. 3-4 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Broward County Convention center, 1950 
Eisenhower Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale. 
Please call (800) 244-8447 for informa- 
tion. 

“Building a Culture of 
Conservation” - Audubon of Florida 
Annual Assembly - Nov. 1 - 4 in Orlando, 
FL. The Assembly is a celebration of our 
conservation successes of the past year 
and an opportunity to plan conservation 
priorities for the coming year. For details 
call (305) 371-6399. 


Happy Birthday to my 
nephews! Erik Desoto Tiger Garcia (3 

years old) on October 7th and Michael 
Jeffery Garcia (4 years old) on October 
12th. Love you, Carla Aunt. 


Third Annual Leadership 
Conference - Oct. 10-12 in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. Day 1 : Updating your most 
important ordinances, day 2: roles and 
responsibilities with the 1 0th edition of 
Robert’s Rules. Call (800) 888-1027 or 
www.DCIAmerica.com. 

7th Annual Tribal Enrollment 
Conference - Oct. 23 - 25 at the Sheraton 
Nashville Downtown, Nashville, TN. Call 
hotel at (800) 447-9825, to register call 
(800) 888-1027. 

12th Annual Oweesta 
Conference - May 5-9, 2002 at the 
Renaissance Ilikai Waikiki Hotel in 
Honolulu. For further information, please 
contact First Nations Development 
Institute staff at (540) 371-5615, or on the 
website www.firstnations.org. 

1st Annual Beach Bash Block 
Party - in front of the “World Famous 
Parrot Lounge” on Oct. 5 from 5:30 p.m. 
-11 p.m. For info, please call (954) 462- 
6000, ext. 8759 or visit website 
www.ftlchamber.com or www.ypfch.org. 


ou know what Roger, just recently 
I was criticize for my writings I 
put in this paper. At least I know 
people do read this! I’m sorry to whomev- 
er that does not like what they read. 

But, I’m not sorry for expressing 
my feelings that I write down. I love my 
family very much and will continue to 
write and express my feelings, you know 
Roger. That’s what I miss about you, you 
always knew how to express yourself and 
didn’t even let it bother you. 

Well Rog, it’s been 10 lonely 
years without my dear sweet brother. It 
doesn’t seem like it’s been that long, you 
know. I recently heard a song on the radio 
and it brought back all the memories. I 
remember when you brought this tape to 
me and you made me listen to it over and 
over with you. I finally realize you were 
telling me you was going home - to 
Heaven. The song is called “Home Sweet 
Home” by Motley Crue, here are some 
parts of that song that remind me of you. 

“You know I’m a dreamer, but 



Happy 5th Birthday, Daniel Jr. 

We love you Daddy, Mommy, 
Cheyenne, and Courtney. 


To my little brother born 
September 29, Toby Libra Johns, 
Happy Birthday. “Welcome to the over 
the Hill, gang” Happy Birthday, Uncle! 

Atlanta, Austin, Shania, Cecil 
and Brooke Johns. 


my hearts of gold. I had run away to hide. 
So I wouldn’t come home alone. Just 
when things weren’t right, doesn’t mean 
they are always wrong! Just take this song 
and you’ll never 
be left all alone. 

I’m on my way, 

I’m on my way, 

Home Sweet 
Home. You know 
my hearts like an 
open book for the 
whole world to 
read. Sometimes 
nothing keeps me 
together at the 
seams. I’m on 
my way, Home 
Sweet Home. 

Just set me free 
I’m on my way, Home Sweet Home.” 

I miss and love you very much 
Roger M. Tucker. I will keep on writing! 
Love always your loving sister, Ginger 
Tucker Tiger. 


Notices 


In Memoriam 


In Memory of 

Roger Mark Tucker 10/18/62 — 9/9/91 




All five Seminole Casinos have 
joined together in a special promotion to give 
away $240,000. One lucky player will win 
$100,000 cash in a drawing to be held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 3, 2001. A conso- 
lation winner at each of the other 
four casinos will also be chosen 
and will go home with $10,000 
cash each. 

Begun on Wednesday, Sept. 

4 and on every Wednesday since, players 
have had a chance to win $5,000 each 
night at each casino. Drawings took place at 
10 p.m. each Wednesday. 

The Grand Prize drawing will take place Oct. 

3 at 1 1 p.m. at each casino. Those five individuals 
become finalists for the $100,000. 

Ms. and Mrs. Florida will be on hand at the Coconut Creek casino to pull 
the winning ball at 11:30 p.m. Drawing balls will be designated to represent each 
casino and finalist. The first ball drawn will be the Grand Prize winner; the others 
will receive the $10,000 consolation prizes. 

The drawings are open to all video gaming machine players at the 
Seminole Casinos in Coconut Creek, Tampa, Immokalee, Hollywood and 
Brighton. Winners must be present at the time of drawing. See Official Rules and 
Regulations at each casino for more information. 




COCONUT CREEK CASI- 
NO — 5550 N.W. 40th St., Coconut 
Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977-6700. 
Open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

Back by popular demand, 
Master of Illusions , Gary Goodman 
returns to casino Sept. 30. Taking cen- 
ter stage from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m., 
Goodman will perform “Sleight-of- 


Hand Magic,” a show that combines 
audience participation and amazing 
dexterity with cards, coins, ropes, etc. 

Then from 2:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
get ready for non-stop laughter as 
Goodman returns to center stage with 
“Comedy Magic Show,” a hilarious 
and phenomenal magic and music 
show guaranteed to produce jaw-drop- 
ping reactions from the crowd. 


IMMOKALEE SEMINOLE 
INDIAN CASINO — 506 S. First St., 
Immokalee, FL. 34142. (941) 658-1313 
or (800) 218-0007. Open seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 

Starting Sept. 29 players can 
begin collecting tickets for a very spe- 
cial New Year’s Eve drawing - a sleek, 
well appointed 2002 Special Limited 
Edition Ford Thunderbird. It only takes 
one ticket to win, but the more you col- 
lect the more chances you have to win. 
Players can collect tickets for this 
exceptional vehicle through midnight 
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Dec. 31, 

2001. See 
the casino 
for details 
on how to 

collect tickets and com- 
plete rules and regulations. 

The casino is getting ready for 
a Halloween Spooktacular on Oct. 27 
when players can not only win extra 
cash, but one lucky player will win a 
one-of-a-kind trip to the Rose Bowl 
Parade and game in Pasadena, 
California. 


SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO OF 
HOLLYWOOD — 4150 N. SR 7, 

Hollywood, FL. 33021. (954) 961-3220 or 
(800) 323-5452. Open seven days a week, 24 
hours a day. 

SEMINOLE INDIAN CASINO 
TAMPA - 5223 North Orient Road, Tampa, 
FL 33610. (813) 621-1302 or (800) 282-7016. 
Internet: http://www.casino-tampa.com. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day. 

BRIGHTON SEMINOLE 
BINGO AND GAMING — Highway 
721, Brighton Indian Reservation, Route 6, 

Box 611, Okeechobee, FL. 34974. (800) 

360-9875. Closed Mondays and when the 
last player leaves nightly. 


BRIGHTON^ SEMINOLE 
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2002 Tribal Fair Poster Contest 


Poster Contestant Groups: 

Group One: Kindergarten, 
First Grade 

Group Two: Second Grade, 
Third Grade, and Fourth Grade 

Group Three: Fifth Grade, 
Sixth Grade, and Seventh Grade 

Group Four: Eight Grade, 
Ninth Grade, Tenth Grade 

Group Five: Eleventh Grade, 
Twelfth Grade 

Entries due: At Parent 
Advisory Committee designated loca- 
tion on or before December 27, 2001. 

Dates: Contest begins 
September 1, 2001, Contest ends: 
December 27, 2001 and Judging will 
take place on January 10, 2002. Three 
judges selected specific to 
reservation/area. 

Display: 1 . All winners dis- 
played at the Tribal Fair 2002. 

All non-winners displayed on specific 
reservation/area preferably at the local 
Tribal Library. 

Winner featured in The 
Seminole Tribune. 


Theme: Education - What It 

Means To Me. 

Participants: Members of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Hollywood 
Reservation, Big Cypress Reservation, 
Brighton Reservation, Immokalee 
Reservation, Tampa Reservation and 
Non-Residents. 

Contest: Standard poster 
board size. 

Media: Collage, Poem with 
artwork, Painting, Pen and Ink 
Sketches, WaterColors, Mixed Media. 

Judging: Visual Affect, 
Creativity, Layout/Organization and 
Copying/Reproduction will not be 
judged. 

Awards: 1. First Place will 
receive $100.00, 2. Second Place - 
$75.00, 3. Third Place - $50.00, 4. 
Honorable Mention - $20.00 plus 
medallion, 5. Honorable Mention - 
$20.00 plus medallion, 6. All non-cash 
awarded participants - ribbon “For 
Participation” 



Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863-467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 
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Jobs ❖ Tahgathkege Ahhuglahpehge 


><><><> 


Brighton 

Job Title: 

(P/T) Bus Monitor 

Open Date: 

August, 2001 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Education 

Salary: 

$6.05 per hour 

Job Title: 

Carpenter 

Open Date: 

6-25-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Housing/Constraction 

Salary: 

$33,280 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Counselor 

Open Date: 

10-17-00 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Family Services 

Salary: 

Negotiable w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Heavy Equipment/ 

Pump Operator 

Open Date: 

7-12-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Water Resource Management 

Salary: 

$19,760 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Medical Receptionist 

Open Date: 

7-12-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health 

Salary: 

$18,740 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Open Date: 

8-9-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Health 

Salary: 

$35,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: 

Operator Maintenance 
Trainee 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Utilities 

Salary: 

$18,700 w/ benefits 


Coconut Creek 

Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 w/benifits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

3-7-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 w/ benifits 


Big Cypress 


Tampa 


Job T itle : Cultural Language Instructor 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Cultural Education 

Salary: $28,120 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator (2) 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Gaming 

Salary: $ 1 8,720 w/ benefits 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Building Manager 

7-12-01 
Until Filled 
Building & Grounds 
$25,000 w/ benefits 


Job Title: Community Health/ 
Representative 
Open Date: 11-29-00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Health 

Salary: $ 1 8,700 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Custodian 
Open Date: 7-2-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Ahfachkee 

Salary: $ 1 5,600 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Operator Maintenance 
Trainee 
Open Date: 7-26-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Utilities 
Salary: $ 1 8,720 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Workers 
Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Buildings & Grounds 

Salary: $ 1 8,720 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Transporter 
Open Date: 2-22-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Health 

Salary: $ 1 6,432 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Water/Waste Water Plant 
Open Date: 7-19-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Utilities 

Salary: Negotiable 

commensurate with 
experience with benefits. 

Job Title: Water Quality Sampler I 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Water Resources 

Department 

Salary: $ 1 8,500 w/ benefits 


Immokalee 


Job Title: 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Cultural Language 
Instructor 

7-19-01 
Until Filled 
Cultural Education 
$28,120 w/ benifits 

Commission Officer 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Gaming 

$28,000 w/benefits 


Job Title: Accountant 
Open Date: 5-17-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Accounting 
Salary: $45,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Accounting Receptionist 
Open Date: 8-11-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Accounting 
Salary: $ 1 8,740 w/ benefits 

Job Title: As-Built/CAD Drafter 
Open Date: 11-7-00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Utilities 

Salary: $28,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Assistant Manager 
Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee 

Salary: $22,500 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 10-31-00 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Education Counselor 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Utilities 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Loan Officer 
Open Date: 8-9-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Credit & Finance 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 
Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Housing/Construction 
Salary: $23,920 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 
Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Health 
Salary: $ 1 8,740 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk 
Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Secretary Treasurer 
Salary: $20,000 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Senior Admin Assistant 
Open Date: 7-19-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Madio Adjusting Company 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 


Hollywood 


Job Title: Solid Waste/Composting 
Coord 

Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Utilities 
Salary: $27,800 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Instrument Survey Tech 
Open Date: August, 2001 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Survey & Mapping 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker Janitor 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $14,560 with benefits 

Job Title: Building & Grounds 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $14,500 with benefits 

Job Title: Museum Attendant 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $13,600 with benefits 

Job Title: Receiving/ AP Supervisor 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Purchasing 

Salary: $29, 1 20 with benefits 

Job Title: Snake Handler 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $20,800 with benefits 


Til* Chain nf Survival Suva* Ltvaa 


■ Recognize tire warning sights 
and call 9-1-1 Immediately. 


-Give CP ft. 


■ Provide eady dafbrillaikin 
with on automated external 
dsnbrf lator (AED). 


Got early advanced 
emergency care. 


Job Title: Alligator Wrestler 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $18,720 with benefits 

Job Title: Database Administrator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Information Systems 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Cashier 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: $15,600 with benefits 

Job Title: GED Teacher / Counselor 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Education DSO 
Salary: Negotiable based on 

experience. 

Job Title: Information System Asst. 
Open Date: 8-23-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Okalee Village 
Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Curator of Archives 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Okalee Village 

Salary: $28,000 with benefits 
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Americans dto 
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BIG CYPRESS — The 

many Big Cypress Community 
members who came out to celebrate 
Indian Day did not let a steady driz- 
zle of rain dampen their spirits or 
enthusiasm. 

Hosted at the new and 
improved Big Cypress Community 
Center, formerly known as the Youth 
Center, there was a sizeable turnout 
for the event. First, it was a Friday, 
second, all Tribal Employees were 
off from work and third, anytime 
there is competition in horseshoes B. 
C. people will be there. 

Of course there were many 
other contests throughout the day, 
such as the traditional fry cooking, 
log peeling, woodcarving, sewing 
and basket making. There was also a 
co-ed volleyball competition and a 
lively bingo game to finish off the 
day. 

Marlin Billie, the new 
assistant director of the Community 
Center, facilitated most of the day’s 
contests and had some good laughs 
ribbing Kenny Tommie about the 
texture of his frybread. 

Paul Buster, Daisi Jumper 
and Solomon Cypress provided 
some mood music. Set up in the cen- 
ter’s theatre stage, they performed 
some gospel and country classics. 

At noon, the Recreation and 
Community Center staff laid out a 
huge spread of food as people 
arrived to enjoy everything from 
steaks to cherry pie. The meal was 
prepared from scratch by Nancy 
Billie and her helpers. The frybread 
and flat bread were hot, flawless, 
and delicious. 

Before the meal, Paul 
Buster said a prayer and spoke a few 
words. He said, “It is great to be an 
American, a native, a Seminole 
Indian. I urge you to reflect on and 
appreciate our forty plus years of 
progress and remember God in all 
things.” 

Jack Gorton, of B.C. 
Recreation, took the opportunity to 
welcome everyone to the 
Community Center and explained 
the operations and purpose of the 
Center. 

The popular horseshoe con- 
test lasted all day featuring singles, 
mixed doubles and seniors competi- 
tion. 





Shelby Osceola - Serious About Rodeo 


Shelby Osceola 


Hollywood Christian School, and is in 
the seventh grade. Shelby maintains an 
“A” average, and her goal is to be a vet- 
erinarian and horse trainer someday. Her 
favorite subject is Math. 

Shelby has other interests, such 
as football, soccer, and softball, but 
rodeo does not allow her much time to 
participate in other sports. 

There is no lack of ambition on 
Shelby’s part. We will be watching this 
young lady. 


Hollywood Horse club one day a 
few years ago, and she got 
hooked,” said her father, William. 

Hooked is an understate- 
ment. Shelby takes her horses 
very seriously. Not only does 
Shelby care for her four 
horses; she also practices 
for at least one event 
every day. Her events 
include team roping, bar- 
rel racing, breakaway rop- 
ing, and goat tying and 
pole bending. 

She qualifies as 
pro in Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) 
events and placed first in 
Team Roping event in a 
Sept. 1 5 Florida Junior 
Rodeo Association (FJRA) 
event. The header, Shelby 
teamed with heeler Marla 
Scildeman, their prize was 
a buckle. 

Shelby’s interest 
in rodeo is ironic, since 
neither of her parents par- 
ticipated in rodeo events. 
However, her parents are 
very supportive of Shelby 
and never miss an event. 

When asked if 
there are any second 
thoughts about Shelby’s 
involvement in rodeo 
activities, William said, 

“We are very confident in 
the horses we bought for 
Shelby. They are very gentle. The 
only time we really have con- 
cerns is if it is bad weather and 
the riding conditions are bad.” 

Last year, Shelby partici- 
pated on the flag team, New 
Sensation. Although she enjoyed 
being on the team, Shelby has 
chosen to concentrate more on 
the rodeo events this season. 
Shelby attends 


By Michael James 

HOLLYWOOD — Shelby 
Osceola, the 12-year old daughter of 
William and Tabitha Osceola, is full of 
surprises. 

“We just took her to the 


Shelby Osceola 


Brighton Incentive Awards 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — On September 
21, Tribal students were awarded for their 
hard work and achievements at the annual 
Incentive Awards program, held under the 
oak trees outside the Brighton Education 
Building. 

Several last minute develop- 
ments kept the scheduled keynote speak- 
er, Patrick Smith, and Tribal Officials 
from attending the program. 

Mr. Smith, author of “Forever 
Island” and other acclaimed novels, was 
unable to appear due to illness. Instead, 
Smith sent an inspirational and gracious 
message that was read by Joan Dyer. 

Due to a last minute Board and 
Council meeting, Tribal officials were 
unable to attend. However, 
President/Acting Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Brighton Councilman John 
Huff, Sr., sent letters of congratulations to 
the students. 

Joan Dyer, who recently retired 
from the Okeechobee School System in 
May, graciously stood in for Mr. Smith. 
Mrs. Dyer was born in Odessa, MO and 
moved to Florida in 1983. She is the 
mother of two children, Joe and Lynn. 

Mrs. Dyer taught English IV and 
Journalism at Okeechobee High School 
for 18 years. She is presently Editor for 
the Okeechobee Times. Her achievements 
include 1998 OHS Teacher of the Year 
and District Teacher of the Year in 1988. 


Dyer was the first teacher chosen 
from Florida for the Disney’s National 
American Teacher’s Awards, and one of 
three from across the United States to be 
chosen as a finalist. In addition to being a 
recipient of the award, she has served 
twice on the Board for Disney’s Institute 
on Education. 

In her speech, Mrs. Dyer talked 
about her experiences as a tutor of the 
Seminole students for the past 16 years. 
Initially, she tutored students of all ages at 
the Education Building on the reservation. 

However, for the past few years, 
she tutored high school students in her 
classroom at Okeechobee High School. 
Mrs. Dyer had additional responsibilities 
as an advocate for the Seminole students 
who attended Okeechobee High School. 
She helped them in all areas including 
personal, student/teacher related, and aca- 
demic problems. 

“Some of you would not have 
even graduated if we didn’t have Mrs. 
Dyer to give you last minute assistance 
and pull strings for you. We all owe her a 
lot,” said Louise Gopher, Director of 
Education for the Brighton Reservation . 

“She was very close and dedicat- 
ed to our students and we will miss her,” 
said Gopher. 

The Brighton Parent Advisory 
Committee presented her with a sweet 

See INCENTIVE, page 6 


5th Annual Time Travel Tour 


T he Department of Anthropology & 
Genealogy invites all Tribal citizens 
to sign up for the 5th Annual Time 
Travel Tour: “Earthworks of the 
Ancestors.” 

“Earthworks of the Ancestors” 
will feature special guided tours, not 
available to the general public, of south- 
eastern ceremonial sites at Kolomoki 
Historic Park and Ocmulgee National 
Monument. 

The Tour will begin on Sunday, 
Nov. 1 1 with pickups at the Hotmeals 
Buildings on the Hollywood, 

Big Cypress, and Brighton 
reservations. 

On Nov. 12, Tribal 
citizens will visit Kolomoki 
Mounds State Historic Park, 
near Blakely, Georgia. There 
are seven earthen mounds, 
built during the 12th and 13th 
centuries, at Kolomoki, 
including Georgia’s oldest 
great temple mound. The 
1,293-acre park also has a 
museum. 

On Nov. 13, a full 
day will be spent visiting the 
centerpiece of the 
“Earthworks of the Ancestors’ 
tour, the Ocmulgee National Monument, 
near Macon, Georgia. There are eight 
earthen mounds and the remains of a cer- 
emonial earthlodge, which served as for- 
mal council chambers. Tribal citizens 
will be able to enjoy a special guided tour 
not available to the general public. Also, a 
special is scheduled for the afternoon. 

On Nov. 14, after breakfast in 
Macon, Time Travel Tour participants will 
ride to the famous Okefenokee Swamp 
Park, a National Wildlife Refuge that cov- 
ers a half-million acres. After lunch on the 
property, Tribal citizens can visit the 


many attractions in the park, such as the 
Okefenokee Railroad Tour, animal habi- 
tats, boardwalks, nature center, and the 
Pogo and Walt Kelly museum. 

On Nov. 15, the Tour will make 
its way home. After breakfast in 
Fernandina Beach, and lunch in Fort 
Pierce, drop-offs will be made at the 
Hotmeals Buildings on the Brighton, Big 
Cypress, and Hollywood reservations. 

Tribal citizens who have attend- 
ed the first four Time Travel Tours are 
encouraged to sign up and help the staff 


celebrate the fifth anniversary of the Time 
Travel Tour. 

There will be one chartered bus 
and only 50 spaces are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis for the 
“Earthworks of the Ancestors.” 

Registration is open to all the cit- 
izens of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
over 1 8 years of age only. 

To sign up for the “Earthworks 
of the Ancestors,” or reserve a spot on the 
waiting list, call Lisa Mullennix at (954) 
966-6300, ext. 1423, and leave your name 
and phone number. 



Mound entrance at Ocmulgee National Monument. 


Malcolm Tigertail Basketball Tournament 


By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress 
Recreation hosted the 2nd Annual 
Malcolm Tigertail Memorial Basketball 
Tournament on Sept. 28-29. Eight 
women’s teams and seven men’s teams 
from Trail, Brighton and Hollywood came 
to play in memory of one of the Seminole 
Tribe’s and Big Cypress Community’s 
favorite sons. 

Malcolm Tigertail (Panther 
Clan), 25 years old at the time of his dis- 
appearance, was the son of Minnie 
Tigertail Bert and stepson of the late 
Ernie Bert. An avid basketball player and 
sports enthusiast whom many describe as 
one of the “good guys”, Malcolm is 
remembered fondly in this community. 

Malcolm grew up on the Big 
Cypress Reservation, graduating from 
Clewiston High School. He attended 
Haskell Indian Junior College in 


Lawrence, KS, and later, Palm Beach 
Community College. 

He eventually returned to Big 
Cypress, finding it much more comfort- 
able to be around his family and the reser- 
vation where he grew up. He worked at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum as a tour 
guide. 

His mother, Minnie, describes 
her late son as “a person who felt no one 
was a stranger, meeting and talking to 
people always came easy to him and 
made him so likeable.” 

Due to a tragic auto accident, a 
son, relative, and friend departed this 
world leaving a void in the lives of many. 
However, the echo of his positive charac- 
ter and spirit are honored and remembered 
in the dedication of this event. 

This year’s tournament got under 


See TIGERTAIL, page 9 
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Native Village Plays Host To 
Nigel’s Wild Wild World 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — October 3 
was a sunny day at the Native Village, 
which proved to be a plus for “Nigel’s 
Wild Wild World.” 

Despite its flamboyant name, 
“Nigel’s Wild Wild World” has nothing to 
do with wrestling. In fact “Nigel’s Wild 
Wild World” is a popular wildlife pro- 
gram that airs on the Discovery Channel. 

Nigel, who hails from England, 
explained that his love for animals began 
when he was a young boy. He owned an 
alligator and two Burmese Pythons, which 
inspired him to learn more about both 
species. This early contact with animals is 
one of the reasons he hosts a show that 
spotlights animals in their native habitat. 

Nigel has been to Florida on sev- 
eral occasions. Once to do a segment on 
sharks (which he claimed he did not like), 
and also to film segments featuring the 
North American Alligator. 

Nigel likes to film in Florida 
because of it has many facilities that cater 
to the housing and care of alligators. He 
has done numerous segments with both 
the Seminole Tribe and the Miccosukee 
Tribe. 

He says he likes to visit facilities 
on Tribal land because he learns about the 
alligator and its habitat from the best 


source, the Tribes, that has lived with 
these creatures for centuries. 

If you get a chance, watch 
Nigel’s Wild Wild World. You might see 
the segment of Nigel tangling with 
Florida’s biggest attraction as well as its 
most misunderstood resident: the alligator. 



Cameraman Pet Zuccarini films Nigel 
Marvin as he makes a move to get an 
alligator to leap out of the water. 


#196 

By Patsy West 


Weather And Storms 
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SEMINOLE 
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The Life of Betty Mae Tiger Jumper 



Betty Mae Tiger Jumper and Patsy West 


B ad weather was a 
real threat for all 
peoples living in 
southern Florida in the 
early days before satel- 
lite forecasts. Seminoles 
and pioneer settlers 
alike watched the skies 
for cloud formations 
and unusual activities of 
birds that heralded the 
coming of hurricanes 
that ravaged across 
southern Florida in 
some frequency. 

The Seminoles, 
like native cultures the 
world over, had specific 
rules and regulations 
regarding the storms 
that were prevalent dur- 
ing the seasons when 
heavy rainfall and light- 
ning moved across the 
flat, watery landscape. 

As a precau- 
tion, Seminole children 
were taught that during 
thunderstorms they 
must never move 
around. They were told 
that they should just sit 
still in the chickee, or 
they might see a cut 
hand with a painted 
thumb under the chick- 
ee platform. 

Such folklore 
was important, as light- 
ning strikes were a real threat in the 
flat, watery landscape. Two notable 
deaths from lightning were Old Tiger 
Tail in the latter 19th century, who was 
struck while working in his garden in 
the Big Cypress north of the present 
day reservation, and Captain Tom Tiger, 
early in the 20th century who died 
while carving a canoe. 

To stop the rain, tobacco pipes 
were lit and smoke blown against the 
rain for ten or twenty minutes. 
Rainmaking was also important. Bobby 
Henry of the Tampa Reservation has for 
many years gained notoriety for being a 
rainmaker and has been called on by 
various communities in times of 
drought. 

Weather conditions in the 
Atlantic created turbulence around the 
coast and restricted the Seminoles’ 
canoe travel until the 1930’s when 
canoes became a thing of the past. 

Although most families had 
more frequently traversed the 
Everglades in their canoes to get to the 
east or west coasts, some went around 
the coastline at the tip of Florida. They 
made the trip at night when the water 
was calmer. 

During hurricane season, the 
Seminoles were particularly venerable. 
To combat these major, life-threatening 
storms, the elders, notably of the Wind 
clan, made strong medicine to change 
the course of a direct hit or to weaken 
the winds. 

The number four is the sacred 
number and is used in the preparation 
of medicine. Four axes are used to 
make medicine against hurricanes. The 
axe handles are jammed into the ground 
with the blades facing in the direction 
where the wind would be coming from. 

The elder then danced and 
sang medicine songs in the area around 
the axes. Fires were built, and strong 
medicine was made by blowing smoke 
against the wind, which would slow 
down and turn the big wind from the 
camps. 

Specific medicine, which has 
the potential to control the weather, is 
found in the major medicine bundles. It 
is used in a ceremonial manner coupled 
with medicine songs and four days of 
fasting on the part of the medicine 
maker. This medicine is also used to 
change the direction of a hurricane. 

Seminole housing, chickees, 
are platform houses with roofs thatched 
with overlapping palmetto fans. They 
are floored around two and 14 feet off 
the ground to keep the occupants out of 
the seasonal high water in the 


Everglades and Big Cypress. 

This unique style of housing, 
so well adapted to the hot and wet 
Everglades climate of southern Florida 
was also adapted for dealing with the 
local storms, while continuing to pro- 
vide needed shelter for the occupants. 

The chickee roofs were made 
so that they could be detached from the 
posts that held them up. In that manner, 
the roof could be slipped down to the 
level of the platform. 

Because chickees were built on 
the highest ground available, when a 
family took shelter under the snugly 
grounded roof, they could hope to be 
safe and dry. 

Of course, in the Big Cypress, 
where the island camps were only inch- 
es above the watertable, families faced 
a greater challenge after a “wet” hurri- 
cane passed. 

Early in the 20th century, fami- 
lies still had canoes. However, the 
1930’s, when every camp had a car and 
the canoes became derelict, stranded 
families in the Everglades with no 
transportation. Often too, during hurri- 
canes all of the family’s camp goods 
and foodstuffs blew away or became 
water damaged. 

Seminole families would know 
when the big wind “ho-tale-tha-ko” was 
coming. Betty Mae Jumper’s mother, 
Ada Tiger, told her daughter how to tell 
if a storm would be bad. Betty Mae 
recalled, “She pointed to the dark sky 
where the storm seemed to be coming 
from and she said, 4 We will stand here 
and you will know how strong the wind 
is going to be.’ 

4 1 stood with my mother 
awhile and finally she pointed towards 
a bird way up in the sky. She said, ‘You 
see that bird high in the sky?’ I said 
‘yes.’ She said, ‘Well, that bird with the 
forked tail [the Man-of-War bird] is the 
one that will tell you how strong the 
wind is going to be.’ 

‘If that bird is flying low it 
means the wind will be real strong. 
When the bird is high, like this one, it 
means the wind isn’t going to be 
strong.’ 

She was right. That storm was- 
n’t bad. She said this was how our peo- 
ple lived through the big winds. By 
looking at that bird, the knew if the 
winds would be strong or not. ’ (Excerpt 
from Betty Mae Jumper and Patsy 
West’s new publication, “A Seminole 
Legend, the life of Betty Mae Tiger 
Jumper now available from University 
Press of Florida, see insert). 



Ed Woods GM Billie Swamp oversees Jeff Corwin and crew as Jud Cremata, Jeff Corwin, Ed Woods, 
they go to rescue alligator eggs. 


Safari Featured On “Animal Planet” 


BIG CYPRESS — On Sept. 18 
and 28, “The Jeff Corwin Experience”, a 
wildlife program that airs on the “Animal 
Planet” channel, filmed episodes at the 
Billie Swamp Safari. 

During the program, naturalist 
and biologist Jeff Corwin travels to differ- 
ent parts of the world in search of plants 
and animals native to that location. With 
style and enthusiasm, Jeff presents to his 
audience the world’s most amazing crea- 
tures. 

The efforts of conservationists, 
researchers, and local people who have a 
strong connection and history with their 
land, like the Seminoles, are also high- 
lighted during the show. The Billie 


Swamp Safari was chosen because of 
Corwin’s interest in the animal-human 
interaction that flourishes in that location. 

Jeff, his staff, and camera crew 
were led by Safari General Manager Ed 
Woods and Safari alligator handlers 
Jonathan “Cattail” Vasquez and “Gator 
John” Kenyon to an area known to have 
the last of the alligator nests ready for the 
hatchlings to come out. 

One nest was in danger of wash- 
ing out at any time because of the heavy 
rains and winds that had pelted the area 
for days. Under the Safari’s watchful eye, 
Jeff Corwin went in, rescued the eggs, and 
took them to the Herpetarium, where they 
could safely hatch. 


In addition, Jeff was introduced 
to the Florida panther and was so taken by 
the creature, he spent almost two hours 
with it. 

Jeff returned on Sept. 28 to 
showcase Florida’s alligators, and what 
better specimen to educate with than the 
Safari’s own saurian, Superman! 

The show will air in December 
2001. The date and time will be posted, so 
everyone can tune in and enjoy the show. 

Billie Swamp Safari is open 364 
days a year (closed Christmas Day) from 
8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. If you haven’t been 
out to visit, please join us and see what 
the excitement is all about! 



President’s Office 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. provides economic development and 
employment for the Tribe and its citizens. 
The President’s Office is the main admin- 
istrative office for all Board programs and 
enterprises such as Sugarcane, Seminole 
Cigarette Wholesale Distributors, 

Cigarette Shops, Citrus, Cattle, Mining, 
and the Seminole Okalee Village and 
Fairgrounds. 

Mitchell Cypress is the President 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. and 
Acting Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Sally Tommie is Executive 


Assistant to the President/Acting 
Chairman. Her secretary is Debbie 
Christopher. 

Corporation personnel also 

includes: 

Sandy Seiner, Office Manager 
/Executive Administrative Assistant to the 
Board of Directors; David Zacher, Chief 
Financial Officer; and Steve Burd, 
Accountant. 

Maria Porta is Acting Director of 
the Credit and Finance Department. 

Smoke shop personnel includes 
Elsie Bowers, General Manager Tribal 


Smoke Shops; Judy Jones, Administrative 
Assistant to General Manager; and 
Sunshine Frank, Administrative Assistant 
to Smoke Shop Department. 

Diane Tijburg is Administrative 
Assistant to the President’s Office and 
Sabrina Hall is the Office Receptionist. 

The President’s Office is located 
on the third floor of the Tribal 
Government Building. The phone number 
is (954) 967-3700, the fax number is 
(954) 967-3484. 


New Education Employee: 


Mark Purcell has been a part- 
time employee of the Education 
Department on the Hollywood 
Reservation since July 2001. 

Mark, who earned a Master of 
Science degree in clinical psychology in 
1986, is an enrolled member of the 
Muscogee Nation of Florida (formerly 
known as the Florida Tribe of Eastern 
Creek Indians), a state recognized group. 
He regularly attends and participates in 
the ceremonial life at Pine Arbor Tribal 
Town. 

Mark is a Florida Licensed 
Mental Health Counselor and has been a 
certified secondary school teacher in both 
Kentucky and Arizona. His background 
includes over 8 years of administrative 
experience serving as director or manager 
of various programs in education and 
counseling organizations, and over 7 years 
of classroom teaching experience. 

He has worked personally and 
professionally with computer technology 
for the past seventeen years, including 
spending a year as a trainer for Peoplesoft 
software. Mark was a psychology instruc- 


tor and director of a college-testing 
center for the Kentucky Community 
and Technical College System for 
four years prior to moving back to 
south Florida. 

Mark lived in south Florida 
in the early ‘90s and worked with the 
Seminole Tribe as a consultant with a 
substance abuse prevention program. 

He lived in Arizona for five 
years and worked with several mem- 
bers of various southwestern Indian 
Tribes who were in treatment pro- 
grams to deal with their addiction 
problems. 

Mark is the father of two 
children: Joshua, 18 years old, who 
is in his first year of college in 
Gainesville, and a daughter, Shay la, 
who is 4 years old. 

Mark is assisting the 
Education Department’s Counseling 
and GED/ Adult Education programs. 
To contact Mark or find out more 
about these programs, call the D.S.O. 
building at 954-989-6840, ext. 1224. 


Mark Purcell 



Mark Purcell 


When You Need A Reporter Contact . . . 



Elizabeth Blake 


No matter 
which reservation 
you’re on - if you’re 
in need of a photog- 
rapher or reporter 
please call The 
Seminole Tribune 
office at (954) 967- 
3416 and we’ll be 
happy to assist you. 

Birthday party, 
family reunions, 
wedding, baby or 

bridal showers, you name it, we will 
assist at any event 
you are having. 

Ask for 
Virginia Mitchell, 

Editor at (954) 966- 
6300, ext. 1265 or 
(954) 967-3416 and 
she will assign 
events accordingly 
to the reporters’ 
schedules. 

We 

presently have three 
full time reporters 

in the department. Ernie Tiger at ext. 
1261, Elizabeth (Libby) Blake at ext. 

1267 and Alexandra Frank at ext. 1268. 

If none of these individuals are 
available we will send a freelance photog- 
rapher/reporter to your function. 



Alexandra Frank 


We are here to serve everyone in 
Seminole Country. Call or fax informa- 
tion to (954) 967-3482 and we will sched- 
ule a reporter for you. 

Brighton freelance photogra- 
pher/ reporters are Sandi M. Osceola who 
can be reached at 
(863) 467-3630, or at 
(863) 801-5021, and 
Tommy Benn at (561) 
308-0101. 

Big Cypress 
photographer/ 
reporters are Janice 
Billie, available on 
her cell phone at (863) 
447-1312 or at home 
(863) 983-8355, and 
Candy Cypress at 

(863) 983-6332. 

Immokalee photographer/ 
reporters are Benny and Barbara Secody, 
and they can be 
reached at (941) 

573-8667. 

Tampa 
photographer/ 
reporters are 
Gary Padgett, at 
(863) 621-2811 
or Mark Madrid 
at (863) 665- 
2201. 



Janice Billie 
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Homebuyer Education Class Held 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — Ken Goosens, of the 
Home Financing branch of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Housing Department, presented the 
Homebuyer Education Class, held in the Tribal 
headquarters building in the auditorium lobby on 
Oct. 3. 

Mr. Goosens touched on issues such as: 

• Basics 

• Service 

• Loan Worksheet 

• Sample Credit 

• Checklists 

• Purchasing a Home. 

Each heading covered subjects the home- 
buyer should consider when making a first time 
purchase. These tips are helpful for Tribal citizens 
or Tribal employees. The tips benefit Tribal citi- 
zens who may purchase a home on or off the 
reservation. 

Mr. Goosens presented a great deal of 
knowledge pertaining to the issues of buying a 
home. He recounted his experiences with renting 
and selling homes. 

Mr. Goosens’ experiences help those who 
may have questions about certain aspects when it 
comes to buying a home. A binder, given to atten- 
dees, was full of information a buyer could refer 
to as a guide on various issues they might 
encounter. 

Also available were forms homebuyers 
need to fill out when inquiring about a home. An 
example was given in the binder. 

Some examples given were: 

A Service Request Form, which is a 
request for assistance by the Mortgage and 
Finance Department. 

A form that gives the Housing 
Department the permission to conduct credit 
check, also a Notification for Rights of non-Tribal 
members on Tribal lands. 

A Request for Lease Conversion in the 
information binder. These forms completely out- 
line the rules and regulations a homebuyer is 
expected to abide by. 

The Loan Work Sheet, which asks the 
homebuyer about general information such as: 
personal information, current housing, and hous- 
ing goal. 

Also included under the General 
Information section were information sheets enti- 
tled: Gross Before-Tax Income, Debts, Credit 
History, and Liquid Savings. 

Mr. Goosens also covered credit reports 
and how they should be read. He went over vari- 
ous aspects that make up a credit report, what the 
lender will look at, and what is needed to get a 
low interest, high pay out towards a loan. 

Mr. Goosens broke down the points sys- 
tem in easy to understand language that any home- 
buyer can comprehend. 

Another important feature available is a 
Checklist for Loans through Tribal Assistance on 


Fee-Simple Land (not Trust Land). Also included 
in this section is a sheet for a checklist for loans 
on Trust Land and a lease to Tribal Realty Office. 

Two sections in the information binder 
covered aspects under the Homebuyer Education. 
Number one dealt with the basics when consider- 
ing buying a home and number two dealt with 
purchasing a home. 

Both sections gave tips and hints in 
regards to arming one self with information. 
Basic’s covered loans, negotiation prices, 
appraisals, inspections, tax exemption, and deduc- 
tions on federal income tax, and losses. 

The Purchasing a Home section started 
off with what you will learn. Under this heading 
were questions a homebuyer must ask himself or 
herself such as: What should I do before I start 
looking for a house? How do I find a house and 
what should I look for in a house? How do I 
decide what to offer? What should I look for in a 
sales contract. 

The Purchasing a Home section has other 
information for a homebuyer to consider. 

Examples were How Housing Finance Helps, 
Request the Assistance of Housing Finance, and 
Key Steps for Buying a Home, etc. 

The Purchasing a Home sections also 
gave helpful tips for situations that arise when 
looking for a home. Some situations and how to 
deal with them were given. One important issue is 
stress with various tips given to combat this situa- 
tion. 

Some examples had headings such as: 
Stresses in Buying, Dealing with Stress. Also 
touched on were tips on loans under the heading 
Before You Look. 

Also included in the helpful tips given 
were Important Features, this covers what a home- 
buyer should do before looking at homes, such as 
the number of bedrooms and bathrooms, square 
footage, and proximity to job. 

Some points a homebuyer should consid- 
er about the neighborhood, such as is it safe and 
crime free, well maintained, quiet and peaceful, 
not declining in value, and are there quality 
schools? 

These are just some of the questions a 
homebuyer may want to consider when looking at 
a home and the surrounding area. There are more 
questions with answers, tips or suggestions listed 
under the Purchasing a Home section. 

Future classes are under the planning 
stages at the moment. Brighton will be the next 
reservation visited. Big Cypress will follow after 
Brighton has their class and other reservations 
such as Fort Pierce and Immokalee may be incor- 
porated into the Big Cypress and Brighton classes. 

Watch WSBC for further details on 
upcoming classes or look in the future Seminole 
Tribune for printed schedules. The classes are for 
Tribal members and Tribal Employees (depending 
on availability of space). 




1st American 
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OPEN 24 HOURS 
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DRIVE THRU 



• Custom Made Tikis 

• Wood Decking 

• Patios & Bars 

• Native American Artifacts 

5791 S State Rd. 7 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 
(954) 581-8411 
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Marriage Ceremony Held For 
Karen Tommie-Two Shoes 


By Alexandra Frank 

OKLAHOMA — On September 23, at the 
home of Howard Tommie in the city of Shawnee, 
Oklahoma at 6:30 PM. The marriage ceremony for 
Wenupa Two Shoes to Karen Tommie took place 
before family and friends, some having traveled as 
far away as Montana and Florida. 

The wedding was performed behind Mr. 
Tommie’s home and was set on a sloping hill near a 
lake. The decor was set to autumn colors that com- 
plemented the surrounding natural setting well. Vases 
were filled with water and tea light candles lighted 
the isle with multi colored roses sprinkled on the 


path. 

Ms. Minnie Two Shoes the mother of the 
groom attended along with three of her children. Two 
of her sons participated in the wedding and her 
daughter served as an usher for the family. 

Howard Tommie and Dorothy Tommie were 
in attendance as well as her brother Clinton Tommie 
who served as an usher and gave his sisters hand 
away in marriage. 

The reception was held at the Shawnee 
Home Builder’s Association just a half-mile down 
the road from Mr. Tommie’s residence. The couple 
rode in a horse drawn carriage to the reception much 

to everyone’s delight. 

The night was 
filled with toasts to the 
newly wed couple and 
their future. There was 
dinner with music pro- 
vided by a DJ and a live 
performance by Derrick 
a Native American 
singer. 

The event was 
coordinated by Prairie 
Sensation who took care 
of the wedding atten- 
dees for the weekend. A 
big thank you goes out 
to this group of hard 
working people who did 
their best to meet our 
needs. 

Congratulations 
to the newlyweds, I 
hope you find much 
happiness in a future 
bound to be filled with 
love and joy. 



Presenting Mr. and Mrs. Wenupa Two Shoes, married on September 22, 2001. 


Family Of Jimmy Druitt Osceola And 
Mary Motlow Osceola Plan Reunion 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Sept. 25, at 6:00 
p.m., the descendents of Jimmy Druitt Osceola and 
Mary Motlow Osceola gathered at the former 
Hotmeals building for dinner. They came to plan a 
family reunion for the descendents of nine siblings 
belonging to the couple. 

Vivian (Osceola) Delgado asked the chil- 
dren and grandchildren of the honored couple to 
come together and share ideas about the possible 
location of the event and determine if it should be 
catered by an outside company. 

So far, the event will be held at the Big 
Cypress Gymnasium and only dinner will be 
catered by an outside company. The organizers 
wanted to have local cooks prepare breakfast. 

Lunch would be more informal, 
with lunchmeats and cheeses available to 
those in attendance. The lunch menu was 
not formalized, and there is still room for 
suggestions. 

Other issues were whether to 
have a bounce house for the kids and 
games for them to play throughout the 
day. Also being considered is the local 
swimming pool and smaller swimming 
pools set up at the gym for younger chil- 
dren. 

Hiring a DJ was suggested, and 
the family decided to hire one for the 
daytime only. They also plan to have a 
photographer on site to take family por- 
traits and suggested that families bring 
outfits with patchwork. 

They also plan to print t-shirts, 
and discussed the colors (medicine colors 
were suggested) and what should be 
printed on the shirts. A raffle is planned 
and the family agreed to have a certain 
amount of gifts for the raffle. 

Betty Osceola wanted to have 
the event a week before Thanksgiving 
because the church she attends will have 
a three-day event during the 
Thanksgiving weekend. Sensing that 
transportation may be needed, the family 
decided to inquire about Arrow 
Limousine, a company owned by 
Marcellus Osceola, Jr. 

The original plan was to have 
the reunion during Thanksgiving week- 
end, but others felt that maybe some other 
families would prefer a more private holi- 
day event. 

The tentative date for the 
reunion is Saturday, Nov. 17. The event 


will start around 10:00 a.m. and dinner is planned 
for 5:00 p.m. 

If you are descendent of Jimmy Druitt 
Osceola and Mary Motlow Osceola you may want 
to attend the next planning meeting, to be held on 
Oct. 29, at the old Hotmeals building in 
Hollywood. 

This date is set to see if some of the 
issues discussed were obtainable and if anyone 
else has something to add to the current events 
planned. 

If you would like to obtain more informa- 
tion or discuss the date, time, or location of the 
event, please call Vivian Delgado at (954) 993- 
1909. 



Vivian Delgado. 


Discover Ft Lauderdale’s 
“Native Spirit of America” 


In an effort to encourage the American 
public to get out and visit other areas to help stim- 
ulate our tourism industry and for All-American 
families affected by the recent attack on our coun- 
try. The Seminole Tribe of Florida invites all 
Americans and visitors to discover the Native 
Spirit of Big Cypress Everglades Seminole Indian 
Reservation. 

Big Cypress (located on the west side of 
greater Ft. Lauderdale, off 1-75, exit 14, service 
plaza) is one of America’s finest Native American 
nature/heritage tourist attractions featuring, the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Billie Swamp 
Safari Park. Seminole tourism is offering two 
packages that are discounted 20 percent off of reg- 
ular prices for the next 60 days, beginning Oct. 

1st through November 30th, 2001. The two 
Seminole Big Cypress packages are: 

Big Cypress Day Package includes: A 
tour of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum where you 
learn the fascinating history of the Seminole 
Indians through a dramatic five screen presenta- 
tion, exhibits, living Indian village, one mile 
boardwalk, Seminole arts and crafts and more. 

Next stop, Billie Swamp Safari where you will 
take a thrilling high-speed airboat ride through the 
River of Grass and swamp buggy through towering 
gardens of palmetto and jungles of cypress ham- 
mocks. See alligators, wildlife and the nature of 
the beautiful Everglades at its best. Swamp Water 


Cafe and Indian arts and crafts are also available. 

(Regular adult ticket $38.00- child $24.00) 

Special “Native Spirit” offer: 

Adults S30.00 - Child S19.00 

Big Cypress Overnight Package 

includes: The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Billie 
Swamp Safari airboats and swamp buggy day and 
night Eco tours plus a wildlife show, and a night 
time campfire story telling show plus your very 
own Seminole Indian chickee cabin (chickee 
means house in Seminole). Meals available at the 
Swamp Water Cafe featuring Everglades and 
Seminole specials like frog legs, alligator, cat fish, 
Indian burgers and fry bread plus Indian tacos and 
a standard menu as well. 

(Regular adult ticket $109.00- child $48.001 

Special “Native Spirit 9 ’ offer: 

Adults $87.00 - Child $38.00 

Update: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and 
Billie Swamp Safari airboats are also offering two 
for one admissions separate from packages. Just 
mention Native Spirit offers at attraction box 
office. 

Packages available online at, 
www.SeminoleTours.com or call (305) 257-3737, 
or call Museum at (863) 902-1113, Safari at 
(863)983-6101 for more information. 
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15th Annual InterTribal Agriculture 
Council Symposium To Be Held 


“In Harmony with the 
Everglades through Indian Agriculture” is 
the theme for the upcoming symposium 
and will feature experts focusing on 
details pertaining to the agriculture of the 
Everglades and the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Richard Bowers, IAC President 
extends a personal note of welcome to the 
fifteenth annual national IAC Symposium 
to be held at the Miccosukee Resort & 
Convention Center, that this will be a 
wonderful time for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida to share our agriculture with the 
other Indian Tribes. 

The planning committee has 
been busy with the agenda topics and it 
includes: The State of Florida Agriculture, 
Market Access Program, Seminole Cattle 
Program, Foot and Mouth Disease, Farm 
Bill, Birch blade for weed control, 

Organic Solutions for pest control, 
Banquet, live entertainment and raffles. 


A gray filly bom March 2001 has 
been donated by San Carlos Apache ID 
Horse Program to IAC. “Jacks Two 
Dinero” sires the filly. The filly will be 
raffled off at this year’s symposium, a 
Twister Saddle has also been donated by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Twister saddle’s of Bonham, 
Texas are custom made saddle’s popular 
to all who ride a horse and are prized pos- 
sessions won at prestigious roping events 
such as the George Strait Team Roping 
Classics and used by World Champions 
such as Speed Williams, Tee Woolman 
and Tyler Magnus. The raffle tickets for 
the filly and the saddle will be available; 
proceeds will go to the IAC Scholarship 
Program. 

Mr. Bowers would like to 
encourage the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
members and vendors to get their registra- 
tion form in early as rooms are getting 
limited. 


Recycle Your Old Electronics! 


BROWARD COUNTY 

Starting October 13th, a Broward County 
program offering free disposal of elec- 
tronics for residents will now provide 
weekly drop-off’s every Saturday at three 
convenient locations. 

Office of Integrated Waste 
Management is coordinating the program, 
which focuses on making it convenient 
for residents to dispose of unwanted elec- 
tronics such as outdate computers, TV’s, 
printers, fax machines and cell phones, in 
an environmentally friendly way that is 
free of charge. 

Residents can drop off items 
every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
one of the two Household Hazardous 


Waste Collection center (North Site: 2780 
N. Powerline Road in Pompano Beach; 
South Site: 5601 W. Hallandale Beach 
Boulevard in Hollywood) or at the 
Broward County Landfill located at U.S. 
27 & Sheridan Street. 

Acceptable items includes televi- 
sions, computers, monitors, keyboards, 
external hard-drives, printers, modems, 
fax machines, copiers, cell phones and 
other telecommunication equipment. 

For more information contact 
Jeannie Clinton, Coordinator at (954) 
765-4202 ext. 243. 



Hollywood 
4-H Elects 
New Officers 


By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD 

Hollywood 4-H is getting 
ready for a new year. 

Applications are still being 
accepted for hogs, but space 
is limited. (L-R) Nicole Osceola, Krystle Young, Audrey 

New officers for Osceola, Roy Stewart and Mike Doctor, 

2001/2002 are; President - 
Roy Stewart, Vice-President 

- Nicole Osceola, Secretary - Krystle For more information, contact 

Young, Treasurer - Audrey Osceola and Steve Young at (954) 989-9457 or Robin 
Sargent at Arms - Mike Doctor. Osceola at (954) 792-1213. 


Job Corps Launches Fall 
Recruitment Campaign In Florida 


Job Corps has launched a fall 
recruitment campaign to attract more 
students to the newly enhanced training 
and education program for young peo- 
ple between the ages of 16 and 24. 

The recruitment campaign 
highlights additions made to Job Corps’ 
career training program. The new pro- 
gram elements are designed to better 
prepare students for the workplace. 
Students will work with a counselor to 
develop a personalized career develop- 
ment plan to guide them throughout 
their training. Necessary computer 
skills, resume writing, employability 
skills and interview skills are taught in 
the first few weeks of the program. 

In addition, counselors will 
provide support to graduates for one 
year after their first job placement as 
they adjust to living off-center. The sup- 
port will include additional job place- 
ment if necessary and guidance to 
include an array of support services in 
the community, including child care, 
housing and transportation, to encour- 
age and help graduates gain independ- 
ent living. 


“By enhancing the program, 
students will learn relevant career skills 
that employers are looking for, and 
therefore, students will receive jobs 
with greater long-term potential and a 
better future,” said Don Scott, Job 
Corps regional director. 

Job Corps offers students a 
variety of training opportunities in more 
than 30 career areas such as carpentry, 
culinary arts, business/technology and 
health occupations. Students can also 
earn their GED or high school diploma 
at some locations. Most centers offer 
advanced training at local technical 
schools and community colleges for stu- 
dents who qualify. 

A primarily residential pro- 
gram funded by the department of 
Labor, Job Corps provides room and 
board, meals and medical care at no 
cost to students. Students enrolled in the 
program receive a biweekly living 
allowance. 

For more information about 
joining Job Corps, call (800) 733-JOBS 
or visit the Job Corps Region III Web 
site at www.jobcorpsregion3.com. 


Unsung Heroes 


By Timi C Bearden 

So what shall we sing? 

We 'll sing of the Bravery & Pride 
that you bring. 

Into a burning building with no 
regard for your life, 
to save someone else s husband, child 
and wife. 

Now as you sit by the Creator s side, 
and watch as we go to war 
Worldwide. 

Ask for special blessings while the 
flags fly high 

and some for those families we know 
will cry. 

And know that Infinite Justice will be 
brought 

to Osoma s around the world being 
sought. 

Now tallies show 6,333 are lost, 
and what will clean up and restora- 
tion cost. 

But its only the beginning as soon we 
will see, 

what all comes from this World s 
Tragedy. 



Former Youth center will now be utilized as Community Center. 



Community children play on new video games. 


Big Cypress 
Community Center 

By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress Youth 
Center reopened in September as the Big Cypress 
Community Center. 

Formerly under the Juvenile Justice pro- 
gram, the Center has been taken under the wing of 
Big Cypress Recreation and Councilman David 
Cypress. 

Marlin Billie and Jack Gorton are acting 
co-directors of the center, whose purpose will 
become multi-faceted. 

The center will be open to all community 
members, not any particular age group. Classes will 
be offered in diverse areas such as photography, pot- 
tery making, journalism, frybread cooking, and 
video production. 

Cardio machines will be installed for any- 
one interested in fitness training. First run movies 
will be screened at least once a week. The center 
will also be available to host luncheons, meetings 
and ceremonies. 

The co-directors are enthusiastic about the 
new direction and purpose of the Big Cypress 
Community Center and encourage everyone to come 
by and visit. For details on classes or events call the 
center at (863) 983-7800. 



License 

Problems? 


We Can Help 


Suspended 


License 


Revoked 


License 


Traffic Ticket 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 



OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


Dr. Siudmak 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


> Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

* Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 
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Education News ❖ 


Hit Chain hf Survival Sava* Llvaa 


■ Recognize ihs warning aljjTS 
end call 9-1-1 Immediately. 


-Give CPR. 


Provide early dafhillatian 
with on automated external 
dsnbrllator (AED). 


Get early advanced 
emergency care. 



About 225,000 
AmoricanB dto 
of sudden cardiac 
arrest each jrasr. 


Heart 


■-I-. 


i ■ I 
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2002 Tribal Fair Poster Contest 


Poster Contestant Groups: 

Group One: Kindergarten, First Grade 
Group Two: Second Grade, Third 
Grade, and Fourth Grade 

Group Three: Fifth Grade, Sixth 
Grade, and Seventh Grade 

Group Four: Eight Grade, Ninth 
Grade, Tenth Grade 

Group Five: Eleventh Grade, Twelfth 

Grade 

Entries due: At Parent Advisory 
Committee designated location on or before 
December 27, 2001. 

Dates: Contest begins September 1 , 
2001, Contest ends: December 27, 2001 and 
Judging will take place on January 10, 2002. 
Three judges selected specific to 
reservation/area. 

Display: All winners displayed at the 
Tribal Fair 2002. 

All non-winners displayed on specific 
reservation/area preferably at the local Tribal 
Library. 


Winner featured in The Seminole 

Tribune. 

Theme: Education - What It Means 

To Me. 

Participants: Members of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Hollywood 
Reservation, Big Cypress Reservation, Brighton 
Reservation, Immokalee Reservation, Tampa 
Reservation and Non-Residents. 

Contest: Standard poster board size. 

Media: Collage, Poem with artwork, 
Painting, Pen and Ink Sketches, WaterColors, 
Mixed Media. 

Judging: Visual Affect, Creativity, 
Layout/Organization and Copying/Reproduction 
will not be judged. 

Awards: 1 . First Place will receive 
$100.00, 2. Second Place - $75.00, 3. Third 
Place - $50.00, 4. Honorable Mention - $20.00 
plus medallion, 5. Honorable Mention - $20.00 
plus medallion, 6. All non-cash awarded partici- 
pants - ribbon “For Participation” 



If You re I 
Trouble . . . 


License Problems 
Suspended 
License 

Revoked License 
Traffic Tickets 
DU I 


Nursing Home 
Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 

Staff Negligence 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 

Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Living With Diabetes 


Diabetes And Family Support 


By Alexandra Frank, 
excerpts from Jeanne 
Hatfield, Health Educator 

Diabetes was a word 
I learned at a very young age. 
My father’s family had a his- 
tory of Diabetes, so hearing 
about someone with Diabetes 
was not a strange concept. 

Knowing someone in the 
family had this disease meant 
they followed a special diet 
and could not risk getting hurt 
or cut because the healing process was slow. I was 
told to watch out for broken glass or any other object 
that could poke a hole in someone’s foot because that 
was the worst place. 

As I grew older, I saw why these instructions 
were so important to follow. When I was diagnosed 
with Diabetes, I began to see that sugar was no longer 
an ingredient to be taken for granted. Eating foods 
with no sugar and watching out for broken glass, or 
any object that can cause a wound, became second 
nature. 

Fortunately, having a family who had experi- 
enced Diabetes throughout the years has helped me 
cope with this debilitating disease. When we get 
together for family events, low-sodium and sugar-free 
foods are very important. 

We talk about the new medicines we are tak- 
ing and what types seem to help. We also talk about 
weight loss programs and how some help our goal to 
lose weight, while others only seem to frustrate us. 

I am fortunate to have a supportive family, 
knowing that we have each other to turn to when a 
question or problem arises. Also, being a Tribal citi- 
zen is a plus because we all have known each other 
for so long we can turn to each other for help when 
problems arise. 

In this segment, Jeanne Hatfield talks about 
family support, which is very important for the health 
and well being of a loved one with Diabetes. She 
brings up some very important topics and questions 
that can be asked by the diabetic and even family 
members. 

The following are her tips, which everyone 
will no doubt find helpful: 

Diabetes is a family affair. And it involves 
your friends too. Diabetes touches everyone who lives 
with, loves or cares for you. And the way they relate 
to your diabetes can powerfully affect how well you 
care for yourself. 

Every person with Diabetes is different, and 
so is every family. Some people get the right amount 
of support from the important people in their lives, 
others feel their family and friends are too involved, 
and still others feel they don’t get enough support. 

How do you feel? Are you happy with the 
support you get? Do you feel that people close to you 
have either joined the “Diabetes Police” or gone to the 
other extreme and don’t respect your special needs as 
a person with Diabetes? 

Here are some tips for identifying your 
needs for support and for getting what you need: 

* Identify the ways your family and friends 


make your life with Diabetes easier. What are the 
important people in your life doing to help you man- 
age your Diabetes? Be as specific as possible. Do 
your family and friends help by not eating sweets and 
junk foods when they are with you? 

Do they listen and try to understand when 
you talk about a problem you are having with your 
Diabetes? Do they offer to take walks with you to 
help you get the exercise you need? 

* Identify the ways your family and friends 
make your life with diabetes harder. Now, think about 
what the important people in your life do that makes it 
harder to manage your diabetes. Again, be as specific 
as possible. 

Do people tempt you with foods you are try- 
ing to resist? Do they get impatient when you need to 
take time for a diabetes-related responsibility? Are 
they unsympathetic when you talk about your frustra- 
tions with diabetes? 

This list will help you decide what you need 
to work on with your family and friends to get the 
support you need and deserve. 

* Experiment to get the support you need. 
Communication is the key to getting the support you 
need. No one can read your mind. To communicate 
effectively you should be: 

Specific (this helps people who care about you know 
exactly what you need). 

Positive (telling people what they are doing right and 
saying “I need this” instead of “you aren’t doing this” 
makes it easier for them to respond). 

Realistic (start with things you know people can do; 
when they succeed, you can build on that success). 
Appreciative (your family and friends will go the 
extra mile when you let them know it’s helping). 

Finally, remember that no one can really 
understand what it’s like to have diabetes unless they 
have it themselves. So, part of the plan for getting the 
support you need might involve joining a diabetes 
support group. 

Call your local diabetes association affiliate 
or chapter (American Diabetes Association, Juvenile 
Diabetes Foundation, etc.), or hospitals in the area to 
help you identify such groups. 

The following are some helpful questions 
that you might want to answer to get a better 
insight on family support: 

The things my family and friends are already 
doing to make my life with diabetes easier are: (Be 
specific as possible) 

The things my family and friends do that make my 
life with diabetes harder are: 

The practical things I would like my family and 
friends to do more often are: 

When it comes to emotional support, the things I need 
more often are: 

The first thing I will do, to get more of the support I 
need, is ask for: 

I hope some of the questions listed here will 
be beneficial to you, your family and friends. 

Remember, it helps to have support dealing 
with this disease and know where you can turn to in 
case you do not find it in your circle of family, 
friends, or even co-workers. Until next time, take care 
of yourself and your loved ones. 
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The Women’s Clothing Contest contestants lined up to show off brightly colored outfits, 


Hollywood Reservation Celebrates 
National Native American Day 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On September 28, 
American Indian Tribes across the United States 
observed Native American Day. This holiday is a 
chance for the Tribes to 
recognize their cultures 
through activities and 
events, held for the their 
Tribal citizens. 

In the Seminole 
Tribe, every reservation 
celebrated Indian Day 
with rides for children, 
contests, tournaments, 
and community dinner. 

This year, the Hollywood 
Reservation residents 
were competed in cultural 
contests and tournaments 
for bowling, basketball (3 
on3), and golf. 

The weather was 
not very cooperative in 
the afternoon, a fire- 
works display was sched- 
uled to be the final event, 
but the rain put a damper 
on this annual event that 
has become a favorite of 
the Hollywood reserva- 
tion residents. The Kids 
Carnival Rides, usually 
set up on the recreation 
grounds, were also can- 
celled, due to the weather. 

Hollywood resi- 
dents were able to partici- 
pate in various cultural 
contests such as the Fry 
Bread Contest, held for 
ages 14 years old and up 
to senior citizen status. 

A Log Peeling 
Contest, Seminole 
Clothing Contest and an 
Arts & Crafts Contest were also held. These contests 
also had age divisions from 14 years old to senior 
citizens. 

The contests, held near the Hollywood 
Softball field, attracted many by-standers and partic- 
ipants. Family members were on hand, encouraging 


their brother, mother, sister, aunt, uncle, or grandpar- 
ent in the contests. 

The Fry Bread Contest was very popular, 
especially in the youth division for 14-21 years. 
Many young people were simply following orders, 
shouted by their mothers or aunts. Some had never 
made or cooked fry bread in their lives. 

Another event that was well attended by 
Tribal citizens was the Clothing Contest. It was 
apparent from the beautiful clothing that sewing 
brings out the artist in many of the Tribal seam- 


Indian Day 

Continued from page 1 


In singles the winners were: 1st place, 
Roger Billie, 2nd place, Kenny Tommie, 3rd place, 
Rudy Osceola and 4th place, Billy Marks. 

In the women’s singles, Elmira Billie took 
1st, Nadine Bowers 2nd, and Evelyn Bowers 
placed 3rd. 

The log peeling winners of the day were: 
(men) Ronnie Billie, 1st place, Roger Billie, 2nd 
place, and Lonnie Billie, 3rd place. 

On the women’s side, Janice Osceola 
placed 1st, Jennifer Billie, 2nd place and Janice 
Billie, 3rd place. 

Kenny Tommie was the only entrant in 
frybread cooking, so it was an easy win for him. In 
the women’s category it was Beverly Osceola, 
Jennifer Billie, and Caroline Osceola. There was 
also a winner in the youth category. 

The day finished with a spirited bingo 
game. It was fun, the only problem was Leroy 
King kept winning! He won at least three games in 
a row and another later on. How lucky can you get 
in one session? 

Ultimately, it was a great day of fun, 
games, food, and positive community spirit. 


stresses. There were many impressive pieces of 
clothing modeled by Tribal citizens. 

The day ended with a community dinner, 
catered by Scruby’s Barbecue of Hollywood. 

Although the fireworks 
show was cancelled, 
sharing the day with 
fellow Tribal citizens 
doing fun activities was 
something special in 
itself. 

Listed are the 
winners of the tourna- 
ments and contest. 
Hopefully, next year the 
weather will be a little 
kinder and tribal citi- 
zens will be able to par- 
ticipate in the activities 
scheduled. 

Fry Bread 

Contest: 14-21 years: 1st 
Place - Jerome Davis, 
2nd Place - Mercedes 
Osceola, 3rd Place - 
Ashley Wilcox. 22-45 
years: 1st Place - 
Barbara Billie, 2nd 
Place - Donna Turtle. 

46 years and up: 1st 
Place - Maydell 
Osceola, 2nd Place - 
Betty Osceola, 3rd 
Place - Vivian Delgado. 

Arts & Crafts 
Contest: Youth-40 
years: 1st Place - Oliver 
Wareham, 2nd and 3rd 
Place - Twila Billie. 45 
years and up: For 1st 
and 2nd Place - Maggie 
Osceola, 3rd Place - 
Betty Osceola. 

Children’s 

Clothing Contest: 1st 
Place - Dasani Cypress, 2nd Place - Skyler Sayen, 
3rd Place - Brant Sayen. Women’s Clothing 
Contest: 1st Place - Mary Tiger, 2nd Place - Judy 
Jones, 3rd Place ended in a tie: Maggie Osceola and 
Dorothy Tucker. Men’s Clothing Contest: 1st Place 
- Cornelia Osceola, 2nd Place - Virginia Osceola, 

3rd Place - Denise Osceola (mod- 
eled for Jenny Doctor). 

The winner’s in the 3 on 
3 Basketball Tournament for the 
Men’s Team: Tyrell Osceola’s 
Team - Tyrell, Pete, and Booger. 
For the Women’s Team: Virginia’s 
Team - Virginia, Mercedes, and 
Tasha. 

The winner’s in the 
Lumber Jack Log Peeling Contest: 
for ages 14-21 in the Women’s 
category - 1st Place-Lila Osceola, 
2nd Place Kristy Motlow, 3rd 
Place- Ashley Wilcox. 

The winner’s for ages 
14-21 in the Men’s category - 1st 
Place-Tyrell Osceola, 2nd Place- 
Austin Billie, Leon Wilcox. 

The winner’s for ages 
22-48 in the Women’s category - 
1 st Place- Virginia Osceola, 2nd 
Place-Bonnie Motlow. The win- 
ner’s for ages 22-48 in the Men’s 
category - 1 st Place-Richard Osceola, 2nd Place- 
Milo Osceola, 3rd Place-Jerry Micco. 

The winner’s for ages 46- Senior category 
in the Women’s category - 1st Place- Juanita 
Osceola, 2nd Place-Elsie Willie, 3rd Place Shirley 
Clay. The winner for ages 46-Senior in the Men’s 
category - for 1 st Place and the only winner- Joe 
Dan Osceola. 



Maydell Osceola won 1st Place in the Fry Bread 
Contest. 



Austin Billie participated in the Log Peeling 
Contest that challenges speed and skill. 



The Arts & Crafts Contest brought out some of the best work from 
Hollywood Reservation residents. 


Brighton Indian Day Bowling Tourney 


By Barbara Secody 

OKEECHOBEE — Indian Day is a big 
event for the people of the Seminole Tribe. On Sept. 
28, the Tribal holiday was celebrated on all reserva- 
tions with a variety of fun activities. Young and old 
alike enjoyed themselves, playing games, entering 
contests, eating lots of good food with friends and 
family and bowling, bowling, bowling! 

After the Hollywood bowling tournament 
concluded in the after- 
noon, many of the play- 
ers scrambled home to 
change clothes and 
headed for Stardust 
Lanes in Okeechobee, 
the place to be if you 
are an avid bowler. 

Louise Billie 
of Big Cypress is one 
such person. She trav- 
eled from Big Cypress 
to Hollywood for the 
tourney there. As soon 
as it was over, she 
headed back to Big 
Cypress to change 
clothes before heading 
to Okeechobee for the 
evening’s competition. 

When it comes to bowling, she is a woman 
with a mission. However, Louise manages to partici- 
pate in a variety of sports, including pool. She said 
that she recently won first place in the Miccosukee 
tournament. Although she attributes her win to luck, 
her friends say that she is just being modest. 

The bowling tournament at Okeechobee, 
scheduled to begin at 7:00 p.m., finally got under way 
by 8:00 p.m. The Seminoles took over the entire 
bowling alley, and there was not a spare lane to be 
found. 

People of all ages were on hand to either 
bowl or root on their favorite players. Some came just 
to enjoy the company and share in the spirit of the 
evening. Many of the young people spent their time 
in the arcade and the kids enjoyed themselves. 

From time to time, grand parents were seen 
digging into their pockets or handbags for quarters, 
knowing they would be hit up again for more. The 
snack bar must have set an all-time record that night 
for selling the most cheeseburgers, fries and soft 
drinks. 

The evening’s tournament featured some of 
Seminole’s best bowlers, and although not everyone 
went home with a first place prize, many turned in 
outstanding scores for the event. 


The following scores were recorded for the 
tournament: 

Seniors - Men 55 and older: Ronnie Doctor 

- 593, Joe Billie - 539, Dan Bowers - 531, Sammie 
Gopher - 509, John Pigeon - 508, Billy Micco - 489, 
David Jumper - 477. 

Seniors - Women 55 and older: Mabel 
Osceola - 521, Rosie Billie - 504, Betty Osceola - 
486, Maydell Osceola - 469, Louise Billie - 455, 

Annie Jumper - 430, 

Addie Osceola - 406. 

Due to the late 
start of the tournament, 
only one regular game was 
played - instead of the 
usual two. The following 
are the scores for the three 
games beginning with 
“Regular”, followed by “3- 
6-9” and ending with “No 
Tap”: 

Regular - Elton 
Shore and Farrah Jones - 
411, Michael and Tommie 
Micco - 398, Sara 
Sampson and Shannon 
Gopher - 398, Danny 
Tommie and Jeanette 
Cypress - 397, Maxie and 
Linda Tommie - 369, Delwin McGowan and Sarah 
Kirkland - 362, Roger and Diane Smith - 348, Marcie 
Osceola and Trisha Wilcox - 342, Mitch Osceola and 
Jennie Johns - 336, John and Mahala Madrigal - 333. 

3-6-9 - Marcie Osceola and Oneva Jones - 
436, John Huff, Jr. and Jimi Lu Huff- 413, Johnnie 
Jones and Diane Snow - 412, Shane Buck and 
Shannon Gopher - 406, Danny Tommie and Mahala 
Madrigal - 405, Kevin Tommie and Wendy Juarez - 
401, Weems Buck and Sarah Kirkland - 399, Philmon 
Bowers and Amy Waldron - 394, Duane Jones and 
Celeste Osceola - 392, Elton Shore and Joyce Jumper 

- 383. 

No Tap - Marcie Osceola and Mary Jo Micco 

- 463, Delwin McGowan and Arica Buck - 458, 
Danny Jones and Diane Smith - 444, Merle Billie and 
Lois J. Smith - 436, Philmon Bowers and Cornelia 
Osceola - 430, Maxie Tommie and Betty Billie - 430, 
Pemell Bert and Patty Snow - 425, Shane Buck and 
Farrah Jones - 424, Elton Shore and Jenny Johns - 
414, Thomas Cypress and Leoma Simmons - 413. 

Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks 
goes to Louise Gopher and her gang for the hard work 
spent computing scores and figuring winners and 
prizes. 



David Juniper shows his perfect form. 


Fort Myers Indian Day Bowling 


By Libby Blake 

FORT MYERS — The Big Cypress and 
Immokalee Recreation Departments hosted an all- 
Indian bowling tourna- 
ment at Galaxy Lanes 
during the National 
Indian Day celebration. 

The tournament direc- 
tors were David Billie - 
Immokalee Recreation 
Assistant Director, 

Maria Billie - 
Immokalee Youth 
Program Coordinator, 

Marciano Calderon, and 
Libby Blake. 

The four-game 
format got underway at 
1 p.m. with ten men and 
twelve women compet- 
ing for the top seven 
places in each game. A 
flip of the coin deter- 
mined who would be the “pseudo” male when the 
tournament directors decided to allow the two women 
without partners for the event to bowl as a “team.” 
Mary Tigertail won, or “lost”, depending on one’s 
point of view, and was designated the male bowler. 

Regular, 3-6-9, No Tap, and Scotch Doubles 
games were bowled as the 
men drew for new partners 
after each game. The top 
seven, with combined 
scores, in each match were 
as follows: 

Regular: 1st 

place - David Billie/Mary 
Koenes 361, 2nd place - 
Danny Tommie/Jeanette 
Cypress 337, 3rd place - 
Amos Billie/Alfreda 
Muskett 334, 4th place - 
Albert Snow/Wendy Juarez 
310, 5th place - Elton 
Shore/Farrah Jones 302, 

6th place - George 
Micco/Steela Robadeaux 
297, 7th place - Delwin 


McCowan/Celeste Osceola 270. 

3-6-9: 1st place - Elton Shore/Lenora 
Roberts 426, 2nd place - Delwin McCowan/Steela 
Robadeaux 390, 3rd place - 
Danny Tommie/Farrah Jones 
386, 4th place - Amos 
Billie/Celeste Osceola 380, 5th 
place - George 
Micco/Lorraine Posada 375, 
6th place - Raymond 
Garza/Alfreda Muskett 360, 

7th place (tie) - Albert 
Snow/ Virginia Billie and 
David Billie/Jeanette Cypress 
336. 

No Tap: 1st place - Elton 
Shore/ Jeanette Cypress 450, 
2nd place - Amos 
Billie/Lorraine Posada 412, 

3rd place - Delwin 
McCowan/Sarah Kirkland 404, 
4th place - Albert Snow/Steela 
Robadeaux 399, 5th place - 
George Micco/Wendy Juarez 388, 6th place - Danny 
Tommie/Mary Koenes 357, 7th place - Rylan 
Kirkland/Celeste Osceola 353. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - Albert 
Snow/Alfreda Muskett 246, 2nd place - Amos 
Billie/Mary Jo Micco 190, 3rd place - Danny 

Tommie/Virginia Billie 182, 
4th place - Elton 
Shore/Wendy Juarez 181, 
5th place - David 
Billie/Lenora Roberts 1 64, 
6th place - Delwin 
McCowan/Jeanette Cypress 
162, 7th place - George 
Micco/Mary Koenes 154. 
Raffles were held for three 
bowling balls and three 
bags. Winners of a new 
bowling ball were Celeste 
Osceola, John Osiff and 
Mary Tigertail. Bag winners 
were Danny Tommie, 
Jeanette Cypress and Sarah 
Kirkland. 



Alfreda Muskett and Albert Snow. 



Elton Shore and Lenora Roberts. 






Complete Check Cashing Services 


* Notary Public * Western Union * Lotto * 

* Money Orders * Bus Passes * Phone Cards * 

■ Pay Utility Bills * Frequent Check Casher Card Discount * 


Promenade Wfest 
2271 S. University Drive 
Davie, Florida 33324 
Tel: (954) 423-1644 
Fax: (954) 423-1629 

University Creek Plaza 
5935 S. University Drive 
Davie, Florida 33323 
Tel: (954) 252-3200 
Fax: (954) 252-9003 
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3rd Annual Mary R, Tiger Memorial 8-Ball Shootout 



By Libby Blake 

MIAMI — Pool players from 
Trail, Hollywood, Big Cypress, Brighton 
and Naples converged on the Miccosukee 
Sports Dome Sept. 21-22 for the 3rd 
Annual Mary R. Tiger Memorial 8 -Ball 
Shootout. 

Terry Willie sponsored the annu- 
al all-Indian event, in honor of his late 
sister, Mary R. Tiger. Willie provided all 
of the prize money for the senior and 
adult 8-ball divisions, and the added 
money for the scotch doubles and 9-ball 
events. (Entry fees were required for the 
doubles and 9-ball.) Willie also provided 
all of the food and drinks for the com- 
pletely drug and alcohol-free tournament. 

Mary R. Tiger died in 1995 after 
an automobile accident. Willie has held 
the tournament for the last three years as a 
tribute to her memory. 

The action began on Friday with 
the senior singles division. Ten senior 
women and 1 9 senior men in one game, 
double elimination 8 -ball play. The men 
and women then teamed up for scotch 
doubles competition under the same for- 
mat. 

Play went on late into night as 
everyone tried their best to take one of the 
top five payout positions in singles and 
the top four spots in doubles. 

Top finishers in the Seniors 
Singles were Jimmy Bert, who had to 
fight back from the loser’s bracket after 
an early loss, and Louise Billie, who went 


undefeated to take first place. 

Other finishers among the men, 
in order from second to fifth place, were 
Harley Jumper, Joe Junior Billie, Mitchell 
Cypress and George Grasshopper. The 
lady winners were Alice Sweat, Annie 
Jumper, Juanita Osceola, and Jenny Johns. 

Seniors Scotch Doubles: 1st 
place - George Grasshopper/Delores 
Jumper, 2nd place - Keno King/Esther 
Buster, 3rd place - Joe Junior 


Billie/ Annie Jumper, 4th place - Russell 
Osceola/Juanita Osceola. 

Saturday’s play featured 30 
women and 53 men in singles competi- 
tion, 33 teams in scotch doubles, and 16 
women and 3 1 men in 9-ball play. The 
singles and doubles events followed the 
same format as on Friday. 9-ball was a 
race-to-three, double elimination event. 
There was no age limit for any of the 
divisions and several of the older youth 
from Immokalee tried their hand in taking 
out their elders. 

8-ball: Men: 1st place - George 
Grasshopper, 2nd place - Robin Buster, 
3rd place - Woody Wilson, 4th place - 
Shane Buck, 5th place - Tony Billie. 
Women: 1st place - Annie Jumper, 2nd 
place - Janel Billie, 3rd place - Arica 
Buck, 4th place - Connie Williams, 5th 
place - Carlene Osceola DiCarlo. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - 
George Grasshopper/Theresa Boromei, 
2nd place - Tony Billie/Janel Billie, 3rd 
place - O.B. Osceola Jr./Louise Jim, 4th 
place - Terry Willie/Doreen Osceola, 5th 
place - Jimmy Bert/Nina Frias, 
jg 9-ball: Men, 1st place - Boogie 

g Nunez, 2nd place - Tony Billie, 3rd place 
J - Ralph Sanchez, 4th place - Elrod 
Bowers. Women, 1st place - Virginia 
Billie, 2nd place - Theresa Boromei, 3rd 
place - Linda Billie, 4th place - Doreen 
Osceola. 



Sr. Men finalists congratulate Jimmy Bert, center with jacket, on taking first place. 


Summer Pool League Final Standings 





“TableShakers” started league in first and wouldn’t let go. 
L/R: J.P Strapponi, Dale Grasshopper, Glen Olson and O.B. 
Osceola Jr. 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — Oct. 1 was 
the end of the Immokalee Summer Pool 
League. Teams were recognized and 
rewarded for their play during the nine- 
week league. The final positions were 
decided after the position round, held on 
Sept. 24. 

“Table Shakers” came out on top 
with 34 wins and only 6 losses. Team cap- 
tain O.B. Osceola Jr. quipped, “Was there 
ever any doubt?” Players included regu- 
lars Dale Grasshopper, Neil Martin, Glen 
Olson, and substitutes J.P. Strapponi, 
Donnie Lankton and Michelle Osceola. 

Martin finished the season with a 
perfect “10” average and a total of two 
ERO’s (Eight Run Outs). Osceola Jr., 
Olson, and Lankton finished with a “9” 
average. Olson scored four ERO’s and 
three 1 0-zips and Osceola Jr. scored one 
10-zip and one ERO. 

Strapponi finished with an “8” 
average, Grasshopper with a “7” and M. 
Osceola with a “4”. 

Second place went to “Rez 
Runners,” captained by Connie Williams, 
with 27 wins and 18 losses. 

Players included Lonnie Billie, 
Geneses Osceola and Angel Cintron. 
Osceola ended the season with an “8” 
average, Citron with a “7”, and Williams 
and Billie with a “6”. 

The rest of the standings, with 
wins and losses in parentheses, team 
members and stats were as follows: 

3rd place - “Playaz” (24 wins/21 


“Seminoles” Tony Billie, Randy Clay, Joe Junior Billie and 
Janel Billie placed first in tournament, fourth in league. 


losses) Captain 
Maria Billie (7 
avg.), David Billie 
(8), Raymond 
Mora (8), Tommy 
Benson (8), sub 
Marciano Calderon 

(7) . 

4th place 
- “ Seminoles” (23 
wins/22 losses) 

Captain Tony 
Billie (9), Randy 
Clay (9 with one .§ 

10-zip), Joe Junior 3 
Billie (8), Janel 
Billie (6), sub 
Carlene Osceola 
( 6 ). 

5 th place 
-“4 Aces” (22 
wins/23 losses) 

Captain George Grasshopper (8), David 
Cypress (9), Raymond Garza (10), 
Virginia Billie (8), subs David Bowers 

(8) , Juanita Osceola (9), Joseph 
Grasshopper (7), Mike Alvarado (7). 

6th place - “Abel’s” (21 wins 
and 24 losses) Captain Abel Salgado (10), 
Martin Garcia (8), Roberto Martinez (10), 
Esther Buster (6), subs Matthew Otero 

(6) , Gina Pritchett (6), Salvador Cano (9), 
Alphonso Alvarado (7), Brenard Robbins 

(7) . 

7th place - “Shizznits” (19 
wins/26 losses) Captain Ralph Sanchez 

(9) , Roy Cantu (9), Mario Posada (8), 
Libby Blake (6), 
sub Gabino Garcia 
(7). 

8th place - “8- 
Ball Players” (15 
wins/30 losses) 


Captain Michael Onco (7), Keno King 
(7), Victor Billie (6), Miriam Colon (6), 
subs Frank Wells (7), Harley Roberts (7), 
Alvira Muskett (7). 

9th place - “B.C.” (15 wins/30 
losses) Captain Cicero Osceola (6), 
Charlie Cypress (8), Jason Grasshopper 
(6), Linda Billie (5), sub Louise Billie (7). 

(Eighth and ninth places were 
determined by the number of individual 
games won in position night competition.) 
Pay-outs from 1st to 9th places were 
$1200, $1000, $800, $600, $500, $400, 
$200, $100 and $80 respectively. 

Winter league is tentatively 
scheduled to start Oct. 29. Contact Big 
Cypress or Immokalee Recreation for 
details on format to be used and official 
start date. 


“4 Aces” Raymond Garza, Virginia Billie, David Cypress and 
George Grasshopper. 


Pool League Holds 

Tournament 

By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee VNEA Pool 
League held a tournament on Sept. 13. The ‘end of league 
event’ was held early due to time constraints imposed by 
planned activities already in place on the weekend follow- 
ing the last night of scheduled league play, Sept. 24. 

All nine teams in the league, along with anyone 
who had subbed on any team, were eligible to play in the 
double-elimination, scratch contest. Big Cypress and 
Immokalee Recreation programs sponsored the tournament. 

Coming out in first place, and taking home $ 1 ,200, 
were the undefeated Seminoles captained by Tony Billie. 
Team members included Randy Clay, Joe Junior Billie and 
Janel Billie. 

Second place and $800 went to the Table Shakers 
team. Captained by O.B. Osceola Jr., Table Shakers battled 
their way back to the finals after suffering a loss in the first 
round to the Seminoles. Team members included Dale 
Grasshopper, Glen Olson and J.P. “Jack” Strapponi. 

Third place, along with $600, went to the 4 Aces 
captained by George Grasshopper. Team members included 
David Cypress, Virginia Billie and Raymond Garza. 

Congratulations to all the teams and players who 
made the league a success. Watch for flyers or contact Big 
Cypress or Immokalee Recreation about the starting date 
for the winter league. 


unnu u n 


Senior Bowlers Compete In Ft Myers 



Betty Osceola shows her unique style. 


By Barbara Secody 

FT. MYERS — 

On Sept. 24, 12 seniors 
from the Hollywood, Big 
Cypress and Brighton reser- 
vations competed several 
bowling tournaments at 
Galaxy Lanes 

While waiting for 
the Hollywood crew to 
arrive, the others got in 
some practice shots, played 
pool, and enjoyed a deli- 
cious catered lunch of 
chicken wings and sliced 
hoagie sandwiches. 

It seemed like the 
tournament was doomed 
from the start, when George 
Grasshopper was sidelined 
and taken to the hospital. 

Marie and David Billie were able to 
step in and did a great job of handling 
all of the preparations, drawings, and 
score keeping for the group. Once the 
Hollywood folks arrived, after much 
good-natured bantering among the 
players, the games began. 

Four games were bowled, and 
it was every man (and woman) for 
themselves. Before and during the 
games, drawings were held for prizes, 
which included three bowling balls and 
three bowling-ball bags. 

The winners of the drawings 
were: bowling ball- Mabel Osceola, 
Alan Jumper and Billy Micco (who 
gave his winning ticket to Mary Jo. 
What a guy!). Bags- May dell Osceola, 
David Jumper and Ruby Osceola. 

With 12 women bowlers and 
only eight men, once the games were 
over, the men had to sit around and 
wait for the ladies before they could 
leave. Everyone had a good time, but 
the top winners had the best time, 
walking away with a nice cash prize for 
their efforts. 

Scores for the four games beginning 
with the first regular game were as fol- 
lows: 

Women’s Regular: Mary 
Bowers - 145, Alice Sweat - 111, 
Louise Billie - 122, Ruby Osceola - 
130, Sara Sampson - 95, Jennie Johns 
-113, Mabel Osceola - 149, Betty 
Osceola - 125, Annie Jumper - 156, 
Cornelia Osceola - 124, May dell 
Osceola - 113, and Addie Osceola - 
121. 

Men’s Regular: Billy Micco - 
113, Alan Jumper - 84, Moses Osceola 

- 140, Joe Billie, Jr. - 142, David 
Jumper - 122, Jimmy Hank Osceola - 
135, Johnny Tucker - 93, Eugene 
Bowers - 167. 

Women’s No Tap: Mary 
Bowers - 200, Alice Sweat - 158, 
Louise Billie - 112, Ruby Osceola - 
195, Sara Sampson - 127, Jennie Johns 

- 154, Mabel Osceola - 158, Betty 
Osceola - 145, Annie Jumper - 1 16, 
Cornelia Osceola - 122, May dell 
Osceola - 123, Addie Osceola - 143. 

Men’s No Tap: Billy Micco - 
125, Alan Jumper - 181, Moses 
Osceola - 168, Joe Billie, Jr. - 121, 


David Jumper - 221, Jimmy Hank 
Osceola - 156, Johnny Tucker - 111, 
Eugene Bowers - 179. 

Women’s 3-6-9: Mary Bowers 

- 160, Alice Sweat - 159, Louise Billie 

- 125, Ruby Osceola - 142, Sara 
Sampson - 114, Jennie Johns - 202, 
Mabel Osceola - 178, Betty Osceola - 
118, Annie Jumper - 132, Cornelia 
Osceola - 155, May dell Osceola - 151, 
Addie Osceola - 152. 

Men’s 3-6-9: Billy Micco - 
168, Alan Jumper - 182, Moses 
Osceola - 174, Joe Billie, Jr. - 150, 
Jimmy Hank Osceola - 158, Johnny 
Tucker - 145, Eugene Bowers - 180. 

Women’s Regular: Mary 
Bowers - 136, Alice Sweat - 150, 
Louise Billie - 72, Ruby Osceola - 
134, Sara Sampson - 113, Jennie Johns 
-118, Mabel Osceola - 180, Betty 
Osceola - 170, Annie Jumper - 108, 
Cornelia Osceola - 166, May dell 
Osceola - 157, Addie Osceola - 118. 

Men’s Regular: Billy Micco 
-135, Alan Jumper - 138, Moses 
Osceola - 142, Joe Billie, Jr. - 124, 
David Jumper - 171, Jimmy Hank 
Osceola - 148, Johnny Tucker - 107, 
Eugene Bowers - 187. 

Women’s Total Scores: Mabel 
Osceola - 665, Mary Bowers - 641, 
Ruby Osceola - 601, Jennie Johns - 
587, Alice Sweat - 578, Cornelia 
Osceola - 567, Betty Osceola - 558, 
Maydell Osceola - 544, Addie Osceola 

- 534, Annie Jumper - 512, Sara 
Sampson - 449, Louise Billie -431. 

Men’s Total Scores: Eugene 
Bowers - 713, David Jumper - 664, 
Moses Osceola - 624, Jimmy Hank 
Osceola - 597, Alan Jumper - 585, Joe 
Billie, Jr. - 545, Billy Micco - 541, 
Johnny Tucker - 461 . 

The bowlers were already talk- 
ing about the upcoming Indian Day 
tournaments being held in Hollywood 
and Brighton on Friday. These people 
are true athletes, and are fierce com- 
petitors when it comes to their bowling 
games. 

However, everyone is also a 
good sport and has a good time play- 
ing. Stay tuned for more bowling 
results! 


Tigertail 

Continued from page 1 

way at 6 p.m. in front of a sizeable 
crowd. Despite the rains that came 
down continuously throughout the 
evening, the teams and attendees 
arrived in good spirits. Minnie, along 
with family and friends, offered up 
cooked meals and snacks for everyone. 

The women’s teams were: B.C. 
Ladies, B.C. Jazzers, Miccosukee 
Women, Brighton Recreation, Lady 
Redskins, Brighton Women, Trail Girls, 
and Lady Seminoles. 

On the men’s teams were Trail 
No Names, Rugrats, Renegades, B.C. 
Men, Players, Bad Company, Brighton 
Recreation. 

On the first evening were three 
men’s games and three women’s games. 
With past tournament records in mind 
and a wealth of talent on display, the 
Trail Renegades were the team to beat. 

On the women’s side B.C. 
Ladies, Miccosukee Women, and Lady 
Redskins all advanced in the winners 
bracket. When the schedule of games 
resumed on Saturday morning, the com- 
petition heated up. The Lady Seminoles 
got their first win and teams in the los- 
ers bracket battled for their lives. 

By 10:30 p.m. Saturday night, 
it had come down to three men’s teams 
and three women’s teams. Brighton 
Recreation (men) beat the Trail No 
Names, advancing to the finals and 


leaving No Names to take 3rd place. 

Brighton Recreation (women) 
defeated the Miccosukee Women, 
advancing to the finals and Miccosukee 
placing 3rd. 

The championship game for 
the men pitted Brighton Recreation 
against the Trail Renegades. The 
Renegades won with a 67-47 final 
score, staying undefeated throughout 
the tournament. 

The members of the champi- 
onship winning team were: John 
Osceola, Glen Osceola, Gary Sanders, 
Tyrell Osceola, Amos Huggins, and 
Michael Osceola. 

On the women’s side, Lady 
Seminoles kept their tournament record 
undefeated by beating Brighton 
Recreation 55-30. Members of this 
dominating team were: Amy, Francine 
Osceola, Virginia Osceola, Shirley Clay, 
Danielle Jumper, Tasha Osceola and 
Mercedes Osceola. 

It was an excellent tournament 
with an atmosphere of fierce competi- 
tion tempered by positive attitudes of 
sportsmanship. Big Cypress 
Recreation’s, Jack Gorton was pleased 
to showcase the upgrade of the Herman 
Osceola Gym. The new lighting and 
repainted waxed courts gave the facility 
a handsome look. 

Minnie came up to present the 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners with 
sweaters, jackets and sports equipment 
bags, concluding the evening and the 
tournament. 
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Seminole Golfers Putt Around Ft Myers 


By Barbara Secody 

FT. MYERS — Well, Tiger Woods or 
Arnold Palmer weren’t there, but 10 Seminole 
golfers came to play for the big bucks! Five teams 
from Hollywood, Big Cypress and Immokalee 
reservations met at the Ft. Myers Country Club on 
Sept. 28 to play in the Indian Day golf tournament. 

As they say, the early bird gets the worm, 
and these guys were already out on the green by 
9:00 a.m., ready to conquer the first of the 18 holes 
awaiting them. 

The five teams were: Moses Jumper, Jr. 
and Charles Fry, Charlie Cypress and Joe Frank, 
Jason Grasshopper and Max Tommie, Josh Jumper 
and Leroy King, and Cicero Osceola and Alan 
Jumper. Frank Marrero from Broadcasting was on 
hand to videotape the day’s events. 

Each team shared a golf cart as they 
moved through the course, stopping just long 
enough to make their shots and move on. The guys 
all seemed to be having fun, and were even 
observed bird watching, which was actually a 
group effort to locate a ball that “just went straight 
up!” 

As several gazed up in the trees, others 
did their best to help - trying their hardest to keep 
the grins off their faces. After all, this type of thing 
probably happens all the time to guys like Tiger 
and Arnold, you just don’t hear about it. 

Finally, once they had completed the final 
hole, the scores were computed. The winners 
emerged as follows: the team of Charlie Cypress 
and Joe Frank took first place with a 67. Second 
place was taken by Jason Grasshopper and Charlie 
Cypress, with a combined total of 77. 

Third place was awarded to Leroy King 
and Josh Jumper, who missed out on the second 
place win by only one point, scoring 78. 



Four! 


Big and Charlie Fry took fourth place with 
their total of 83. Cicero Osceola and Alan Jumper 
came in with a fifth place win and scored 90. 

Each team took home prize money for 
their efforts, and should have felt guilty for getting 
paid for having soooooo much fun. But that’s what 
Indian Day is all about, a day to laugh and have 
fun with friends and family, and reflect on how 
lucky and proud you are to be a Seminole. 



Charles Fry tries to make his putt. 


Cicero Osceola can't believe he made his shot. 



Traffic Violations 


is 


Anfhnny "Tony” Scaksc 
I filial Member Puehlu nf Inlcta 



HAVE YOU BEEN INJURED? 


Automobile Accidents 
Medical Negligence 
Nursing Home Abuse/ 
Neglect 
Slip & Falls 




As a Native American, 1 respect your 
special needs and concerns. If you or 
a family member have been injured, 
please call for a free, confidential 
consultation. No fee unless money 
recovered. We will work to protect 
your legal rights. 

The Law Offices of 
Anthony V. Scalese 
(954) 436-6200 

499 N.W. 70 Ave. Suite 105, Plantation. Florida 33317 


The hiring of a lawyer is an iinportanl dee is ion that sbouhl not he 
based solely upon advertise Dienls. Before you deeitfc, ask us to send 
you free written information ahout our qualifications and experience- 


“TableShakers” L/R: Steve Knoll, Claude Marrier, Glen Olson, Corey Penrod and Dan Briggs. 

Pre-Bahamas Shootout Held In Immokalee 


By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE - On Sept. 29, nearly 100 
men and women turned out for the annual Pre- 
Bahamas Shootout, scheduled for Oct. 5 -1 in 
Freeport, Grand Bahamas. 

The tournament, sponsored each year by Big 
Cypress Recreation and Councilman David Cypress, 
is a warm-up for the Valley National Eight-Ball 
Association (VNEA) sanctioned Bahamas event. 

Play started at 1:00 p.m. with the team com- 
petition. Teams were divided into five-person open 
and three-person all-women divisions. Singles com- 
petition followed and continued into the wee hours 
for both the men and the women in 8 -ball and 9-ball 
play. 

Fourteen open and 7 women’s teams com- 
peted. Forty-nine men and twenty women stayed on 
to compete in singles 8 -ball. Due to the late hour, 
only twenty-seven men and eleven women were still 



“Chix w/Stix” went undefeated to take top place honors. 


around for 9-ball. 

Adam Sanchez, a local Epicurean, pulled out 
the big smoker barbecues to provide the hungry 
shooters with a choice of chicken, ribs, or pork loin 
dinners throughout the day and well into the night. 

Prize monies were paid from entry fees col- 
lected in each division. Winners in each division 
were: 

Open Team: 1st place - “Table Shakers” 
Glen Olson, Corey Penrod, Steve Knoll, Dan Briggs 
and Claude Marrier; 2nd place - “Naples” Stan 
Dancer, Steve Frost, Tommy Jenkins, Andy Tennent 
and Doug Smith; 3rd place - “Top Guns” Tim Crews, 
Rich Schau, Frank Strain, Dale Breland and Chris 
Machuga; 4th place - “Sharpshooters” Woody 
Wilson, Chris Guasp, Jay Guasp, Javier Chirino and 
Raul Alvarez; 5th place - “No Mercy” Steve Herbert, 
Willie McBride, Jose Martinez, Terri Kelley and 
Shawn Jones. 

Women Team: 1st place - “Chix 
with Stix” Cathy Phillips, Sherri Jackson 
and Kia Davis; 2nd place - “CVT” Vicky 
Parsons, Teresa McConnell and Carol 
Stewart; 3rd place - “Different Strokes” 
Theresa Boromei, Peggy Nunez and 
Charlene Haynes; 4th place - “Elisha’s” 
Elisha Huson, Krissy Zack and Angela 
Zonta. 

8-Ball Men: 1st place - Steve 
Frost, 2nd place - Tim Crews, 3rd place - 
Andy Tennent, 4th place - Steve Dancer, 
5th place - Doug Smith. 

8- Ball Women: 1st place - Terri 
Kelley, 2nd place - Peggy Nunez, 3rd 
place - Kia Davis, 4th place - Jody 
Watson. 

9- Ball Men: 1st place - Stephen 
(no last name), 2nd place - Rich Schau, 
3rd place - Glen Olson. 9-Ball Women: 

1 st place - Theresa Boromei, 2nd place - 
Charlene Haynes, 3rd place - Terri 
Kelley. 


Motown Boyz Place Second In Bahamas Shootout 

By Libby Blake 

LREEPORT, GRAND 
BAHAMAS — The Motown Boyz pool 
team, from Immokalee, finished second in 
the “B” division at the 9th Annual 
Bahamas Shootout, held Oct. 5 - 7 at the 
Bahamia Resort and Casino. 

The Playaz team, also from 
Immokalee, finished fifth in the same 
division. Only the top four positions 
received trophies and a cash prize. Team 
Seminoles failed to place in the “A” divi- 
sion and were not eligible for “B” divi- 
sion play. 

The Bahamas Shootout is an 
annual Valley National Eight-Ball 
Association (VNEA) sanctioned event, 
hosted by the Grand Bahamas charter 
holder Paul Sands. 

The Motown Boyz took first 
place in the “B” division in 1999. The 
Playaz brought home third place in 2000. 

Team Seminole placed 7th in “A” division 
in 2000. 

The international event drew 
players from the U.S., Canada, the 
Bahamas and Bermuda this year. Single 
elimination 8 -ball singles for both men and women 
were also held. 

This year, the singles events registered a 
record 150 men and 52 women entries, despite the 
recent terrorists attacks in the U.S. on Sept. 11. 

Thirty open teams started “A” competition 
with the first 14 teams to lose two games in a row 
moved to the “B” division. 

Eighteen women teams competed. A 1 5 
game, double-elimination format was followed for 
open teams, while the women used a nine game, dou 
ble-elimination format. 



“Motown Boyz” show off their trophy for second place. 
L/R: Isaac Rodriguez, Roy Garza, Raymond Mora, David 
Billie and Dolores Glymp. 


None of the Tribe-sponsored players placed 
in the singles events. 

The Motown Boyz players were David 
Billie, Roy Garza, Raymond Mora, Isaac Rodriguez 
and Dolores Glymp from Phenix City, AL. Glymp, 
who placed third in the singles women competition, 
was allowed to join the team after Mario Posado 
failed to make the trip. 

The Playaz were Maria Billie, Roy Cantu, 
Juan Salinas, Marciano Calderon and Libby Blake. 

The Seminoles were Tony Billie, Joe Junior 
Billie, Neil Martin, Bully and Jaime from Naples. 


Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Lurniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 




413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 
We Deliver 
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O.B. Osceola Hosts Pool Tournament 



1st Place Winner Buddy Hall with O.B. Osceola, Jr. 


By Libby Blake 

NAPLES — Newly appointed 
Naples Council Representative O. B. 

Osceola Jr. hosted the 1st Annual 
Southwest Florida Open 9-Ball 
Tournament the weekend of Aug. 11-12 
at Art’s Place in Naples. 

The inaugural event drew both 
professional and amateur players from 
around the country including Hall of 
Fame members Buddy Hall and Ray 
Martin and the number one ranked player 
in the world Corey Deuel. 

Hall, 56, of Tampa, who rolled 
undefeated throughout the tournament, 
and Martin play on Steve Mizerak’s 
Senior Pro Tour. Both are committed to 
play in Biloxi, MS in early November 
when the Seminole Tribe sponsors the cir- 
cuit’s kick-off tournament. 

“I got all the rolls in the final 
match,” said Hall, who beat Orlando’s 
Luis Viera 13-7 in the championship 
match. “I played good, but I got all the 
breaks, too. That’s the way it works sometimes.” 

Viera, who Hall had knocked into the 
loser’s bracket 11-1 earlier Sunday, turned up the 
heat handily defeating England’s Tony Crosby 11-1, 
Naples’ Glen Olson and Bradenton’s Will Bilbrey 11 
-4, before sneaking past St. Petersburg’s Richard 
Broumpton 11 -9. In the loser’s bracket finals, Viera 
beat Tampa’s Riche Richeson 11 -10 in one of the 
closest competitions of the day. 

Third place finisher Broumpton, formerly 
from Manchester, England - home of women’s pro 
Allison Fisher, eliminated the top ranked Deuel forc- 
ing him to settle for a 5th place tie with Bilbrey. 

Tying for 7th was Olson and New York’s 
Frankie Hernandez. Ninth through 12th place went to 


New York’s George Sansouci, Montreal’s Claude 
Marrier, Florida State Champion Mario Cruz of 
Miami, and Crosby. 

Joey Korsiak, of Long Island, NY, along 
with Naples’ Neil Martin, Fort Lauderdale’s Chad 
Tavnier, and Tampa’s Rob Melrose finished in 13th - 
16th positions. 

Deuel, 23, of Columbus, Ohio, won the 
BCA Open - one of the sport’s major events - and 
went on to win the Sands Regency Tournament in 
Reno, which put him in the No. 1 spot in the world 
rankings for the first time. 

Still, Deuel said he’s like to make more of a 
mark on the sport. “Someday I’d like to be like 
Minnesota Fats or Steve Mizerak or Willie 
Mosconi,” he told Naples Daily News reporter Ron 
Hartman. “I’d like for people to know who I 
am and to associate my name with the game 
of pool.” 

Also an avid golfer, Deuel says he 
is considering moving to the Naples area in 
the very near future. “I really like it down 
here. The weather’s great and I love to play 
golf, too.” In fact, Deuel almost had to for- 
feit his first match on Saturday because he 
was trying to get in nine holes that morning. 

Art Smith, owner of Art’s Place, 
co-sponsored the event with Osceola. John 
Ditore was Tournament Director. Two of his 
employees from the Florida Pro Tour, Dan 
Sanders and Josi Jose, ran the brackets. 

“All in all, I think this was a great 
event. The number of players of this caliber 
all in one place is a first for the Naples’ 
area. And the crowds were great, too. I think 
everyone had a very good time - the play- 
ers, the audience, and the tournament peo- 
ple,” said Osceola. “I hope to make this an 
annual event and the success of this first 
event certainly encourages me.” 



O.B. Osceola, Jr. with 2nd Place Winner Luis Viera. 


Hollywood Cowboy Profile: Roy Charles Stewart 

By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — Roy Charles Stewart, the 
youngest of six Stewart children, began rodeoing at the age 
of six. Now eleven, he is mastering steers and trying his 
luck at the broncs. 

Roy’s many accomplishments include seven belt 
buckles from rodeo competitions, 2001 Reserve Champion 
for 4-H swine competition along with a first place ribbon. 

This year Roy was also elected President of the 4-H Club. 

When not competing in rodeo, Roy also competes 
in baseball, football, basketball, and wrestling. Roy is a 
member of the Hollywood Horse Club, Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA), Florida Junior Rodeo 
Association (FJRA), and a student at the Hollywood 
Chickee Church School. 

His mom, Nettie Stewart, says Roy does well in all 
sports, and tries to attend all his events. The community 
and his parents are very proud of Roy and his accomplish- 
ments. 


Seminole Halloween Schedules 


Brighton Reservation 

Friday, October 26 at the gymnasium starting at 10:30 a.m. the Preschool Program children will 
have their Halloween Carnival. 

Tuesday, October 30, 5:30 p.m. at the ball field area there will be the Brighton Carnival for the 
community. 

Wednesday, October 31 beginning at 10:30 a.m. there is going to be an Employee Costume Party 
at the field office. And that evening a community trick or treating. 

Hollywood Reservation 

Wednesday, October 3 1 the Preschool Program students will be trick or treating at the auditorium 
lobby at 9:30 a.m. Followed by the senior citizens costume contest starting at 10:00. Then at noon there 
will be a employee costume contest along with October babies luncheon. 

Wednesday, October 31 Fall Festival begins at 4 p.m. at the gymnasium. Catered dinner by 
Scruby’s BBQ at 5 p.m. 

4-H will raffle a boom box and 50/50 tickets to raise monies for year-end festivities. 

Preschool Programs will be raffling off a television and bicycles. Pie Eating Contest to be held after cos- 
tume contests. 

Costume Contests will start promptly at 6 p.m., Pumpkin Carving Contest will be judged earlier that day, 
pumpkins given out prior to students and elders. 

Parent Advisory Committee will have a booth for Polaroid Buttons, Ring Toss and Cake Walk. Parents 
plan to assist in donations and volunteer time at booths. 

Tampa Reservation 

Wednesday, October 31 - Community Halloween Party, starting at 1:00 p.m. location TBA. Call 
Field Office for further information. 

Big Cypress Reservation 

Friday, October 26 - Festivities will be held at the ball field with department booths and costume 
contests for the various age divisions. Watch WSBC station for more details. 

Immokalee Reservation 

Tuesday, October 30 - Halloween Bash to be held at the gymnasium starting at 6:00 p.m., begin- 
ning with dinner followed with costume contest. Recreation will provide games, train rides and bounce 
house. 


Big Cypress Youth Center will now be known as 
Big Cypress Recreation Community Center. 

It will be open to all Community Members of all ages, contact 
Big Cypress Recreation in regards to changes being made and for new hours. 

A Drug and Alcohol Free Center 
(863)983-9659 



Cowboy Roy displays one of awards. 
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If you are an American Indian and have been nominated to the FSA 
County Committee, please contact the NTDA office at (406) 395-4095 

ANNOUNCEMENT SPONSORED BY: 

THE NATIONAL TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
AND THE USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FOR AMERICAN INDIANS 
THE USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY ANNOUNCES 
ELECTIONS FOR FSA COUNTY COMMITTEES 

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is conducting its annual election for seats on their county com- 
mittees. These committees perform an extremely important role in programs and services of the FSA to 
land owners and agricultural producers in your county. USDA programs, such as farmer loans, price sup- 
port loans, land conservation programs, disaster programs, incentive and indemnity payments, and other 
programs and services are overseen by these local committees. 

Over the last three years the number of American Indians serving on the FSA County committees has 
grown dramatically. However, we have not reached a level of representation that reflects our land base 
and the American Indian population. In order to ensure that our distinct issues and concerns are 
addressed we must continue to participate in the FSA County Committee process. 

If you are a member of a Federally Recognized Tribe with Trust property, then you should receive a 
notice of election and right to nominate candidates for these important elections. In the event that you 
have not received this information, please contact your local USDA office. 

Nominations for seats on the FSA County Committee will open beginning August 1, 2001 and will close 
on October 29, 2001 . The term of office for newly elected positions is 3 years. 




MPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 


August 1, 2001 

Public notice of COC election and right to nominate candidates. 


October 29, 2001 

Final day for receiving nomination forms. 


December 3, 2001 

Final day for requesting completed ballots. 


November 21, 2001 

Deadine for mailng ballots. 


November 22-December 3, 2001 

Time-period for requesting ballot from local FSA County Office 
Committee if you didn’t receive a ballot. 
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Casino ❖ Esh-te-mav-bee Cheke ❖ Setenpokvcuko 


Chely Wright Performs At bnmokalee Casino 


By Barbara Secody 

IMMOKALEE — MCA record- 
ing artist Chely Wright brought down the 
house on Oct. 6 when she performed at 
the Seminole Casino in Immokalee. The 
concert was co-sponsored by Gator 
Country 101.9 and the Seminole Casino. 

Wright, one of the nicest people 
in the music industry, is a down to earth 
young lady who could pass as the girl 
next door. Taking time out to “meet and 
greet” before the performance, Wright 
was relaxed and appreciative of her fans. 

She accommodated fans that 
wanted photos taken with her, and took 
the time for short visits with every fan 
fortunate enough to have a back stage 
pass. 

Known for her hit, Single White 
Female , Chely has just put out her latest 
album (and wants everyone to “go out and 
buy at least 13 of them”). She explodes 
with energy on stage and interacts with 
her fans, making them feel like a part of 
the show. 

Wright says that she has dreamed 
of being a country music singer since she 
was three years old. An entire lifetime of 
professional and personal experience has 
been poured into the creation of Single 
White Female. 

“I don’t have any memories that 
don’t include lying under the coffee table 
listening to the grown-ups playing the 
guitar, or sitting in my great-grandmoth- 
er’s lap while she played honky-tonk 
piano,” said Wright, whose entire family 
played and sang country music. 

By the time she was 1 1 , Chely 
was singing professionally in her Kansas 
City hometown. In her teens, she had her 
own country line band and performed at 
the Ozark Jubilee in Missouri as a junior 
in high school. 

At 18, she earned joined the cast 
of the “Country Music USA” show at the 
Opryland Theme Park in Nashville. A 


natural comic and gifted mimic, 

Chely portrayed Loretta Lynn, 

Jean Shepard and other classic- 
country heroes. 

Her specialty was Minnie 
Pearl, and even posed for the 
Minnie Pearl bronze statue on dis- 
play in the lobby of the fabled 
Ryman Auditorium in Music City. 

Armed with her arsenal 
of country-music knowledge, 

Chely began recording in 1994. 

Her early singles were novelties 
aimed at the then-emerging coun- 
try-dance club market. She 
earned the industry’s respect when 
she was awarded Top New Female 
Vocalist by the Academy of 
Country Music in 1995, and by 
her powerhouse performance of 
The Love That We Lost in 1996. 

In 1997, Tony Brown, 
producer signed her to MCA 
Nashville. He later told her that 
her single The Love That We Lost 
had spurred his interest in her 
career. She rewarded him by turn- 
ing in the hit single, Shut up and 
Drive. In late 1997, it became her 
first top 10 hit and the centerpiece 
for her MCA debut, Let Me In. 

In 1998, Chely earned an 
opening slot on the Vince Gill tour 
and was the only female artist 
chosen for the 1 999 Crown Royal 
Tour. 

Noted for her wisdom 
about country music’s traditions, 
off-center sense of humor and tireless 
capacity for entertaining, Single White 
Female is the album that Chely Wright 
was born to make. 

It is the record that tells who she 
is, the record that announces her emer- 
gence as a major player on the contempo- 
rary country scene, the record of a little 
girl’s wish come true, the record of a star. 




Chely Wright performs at Immokalee Casino. 


According to several regular con- 
certgoers to the Immokalee Casino, Chely 
Wright is by far the best performer to 
grace the stage at the Casino. 

Dawn Geis, entertainment coor- 
dinator for the Casino, said she was fortu- 
nate to have booked Chely and has good 
news about upcoming concerts. She’s 
currently working on the December con- 
cert, but has booked VIDA, a popular 
Latin group from Texas to perform at the 
Casino on Nov. 10. 

VIDA has a huge following out 
West and promises to shake things up out 
here on the East Coast next month. Dawn 
say that she is trying to book Cyndi 
Thompson for the Dec. 22 show. Stay 
tuned! 

With the new look at the Casino, 
visitors can now enjoy more of the tradi- 
tional setting and motif of the Seminole 
people. Most of the refurbishing has been 
completed in the Casino area, and only a 
few finishing touches remain. 

Famed artist Leroy Osceola has 
been commissioned to provide more 
pieces of his artwork, which will don the 
walls of the casino. 

The dining room area is still 
under construction, and expected to be 
completed shortly. A chickee is being 
built in the restaurant area, to provide 
more of a Seminole touch to the interior 
design of the building. For those who 
have not seen the changes, the staff at the 
Immokalee Casino invites everyone to 
come on out and visit. 


Performer Jack Murphy and Chely Wright pose with Dawn Geiss. 



Jake Murphy, lead singer and popular local band, Rough Stock. 


Local Singer Murphy Opens For Chely Wright 


By Barbara Secody 

IMMOKALEE — On Oct. 6, 
Jake Murphy, a rising, young country 
singer from Arcadia, opened for Chely 
Wright at the Immokalee Indian Casino. 
Singing some of his own original songs, 
Jake also performed a couple of George 
Strait tunes. 

Murphy, who has been singing 
and playing guitar for 12 years, recently 
won the State Finals for the True Value 
Country Showdown. He said that he start- 
ed out as a solo act for the first five or six 
years before meeting up with his current 
band, Rough Stock. 

Including Murphy, Rough Stock 
has four members. He credits his band for 
much of his success, but also gives credit 
to his beautiful wife, Holly, for her unfal- 
tering support. 

Holly, who works as a school- 
teacher, says that although they have no 
plans for children, her young students 
look up to Jake as a role model. One lit- 


tle boy brought a Rough Stock CD to 
school to see if “Mrs. Murphy” could get 
it signed for him. When she returned the 
next day with the signed CD, it was the 
highlight of his day. 

Besides a career in the country 
music industry, Jake has another dream. 

He plans to attend Technical School to 
become a certified welder. It is some- 
thing that he has always wanted to do, 
and starting on Oct. 22, he will begin to 
fulfill another one of his goals. 

Although Jake and Rough Stock 
are down-home country boys, they are 
quickly moving up the ladder. People are 
sitting up and taking notice of this dynam- 
ic country band. 

It takes a lot of hard work to be 
chosen as Chely Wright’s opening act, 
and it was evident that the fans loved the 
band and their style. It’s good to see a 
local group on their way to the top, and 
we wish Jake and Rough Stock the best of 
luck. 
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IMMOKALEE 

IMMOKALEE SEMI- 
NOLE INDIAN CASINO — 506 S. 
First St., Immokalee, FL. 34142. 
(941) 658-1313 or (800) 218-0007. 
Open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

Starting Sept. 29 players 
can begin collecting tickets for a 
very special New Year’s Eve draw- 
ing - a sleek, well appointed 2002 
Special Limited Edition Ford 
Thunderbird. It only takes one ticket 
to win, but the more you collect the 
more chances you have to win. 
Players can collect tickets for this 
exceptional vehicle through midnight 
Dec. 31, 2001. See the casino for 
details on how to collect tickets and 
complete rules and regulations. 

The casino is getting ready 
for a Halloween Spooktacular on 
Oct. 27 when players can not only 
win extra cash, but one lucky player 
will win a one-of-a-kind trip to the 
Rose Bowl Parade and game in 
Pasadena, California. 


Seminole 


CASINO 

Hoi lytvLMtfl 

SEMINOLE INDIAN 
CASINO OF HOLLYWOOD — 

4150 N. SR 7, Hollywood, FL. 
33021. (954) 961-3220 or (800) 
323-5452. Open seven days a week, 
24 hours a day. 





IMMOKALEE 

IMMOKALEE SEMI- 
NOLE INDIAN CASINO - 

506 S. First St., Immokalee, FL. 
34142. (941) 658-1313 or (800) 
218-0007. Open seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day. 
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Brighton Seminole Bingo and Gaming 


BRIGHTON SEMI- 
NOLE BINGO AND GAMING f 

— Highway 721, Brighton Indian i 

Reservation, Route 6, Box 611, 
Okeechobee, FL 34974. (800) 360- : 
9875. Closed Mondays and when V 
the last player leaves nightly. 

$240,000 Promotion Winners 

- 9/5 Martha Kinlaw of Palm City, FL 
won $5,000. 10/03 Doris Hosteler of 
Venice, FL $10,000 Consolation. 
Winners of $5,000 on 9/12, 9/19 and 
9/26 chose not to sign publicity 
release for publication on name. 

Halloween Costume Party - 
Wednesday, Oct. 3 1 beginning at 6 


BRIGHTON^ SEMINOLE 


p.m., ghostly judges will be haunting 
the casino looking for the best cos- 
tumes. 

Final judging will occur at 9 
p.m. First place $300, Second place 
$200, and Third place $100. Free buf- 
fet at 9:30 p.m. and free Halloween 
Gift as long as supplies last. 


Seminole Indian Casino Tampa 


SEMINOLE INDIAN CASI- 
NO TAMPA — 5223 North Orient 
Road, Tampa, FL 33610. (813) 621- 
1302 or (800) 282-7016. Internet: 
http :// www. casino-tampa. com. Open 
seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

Win a New 
2002 Saturn 
Automobile in 
October! Be sure to 
play often in the 
month of October 
for your chance to 
win a New 2002 
Saturn. To receive a draw- 
ing slip, here is all you need to 
do: Win any bingo game at any 
Session, win any portion of any Special 
Game in Decision Bingo, win a $1,200 
or more Jackpot or Special Win on a 
video gaming machine. Come in first, 
second or third in any Poker 
Tournament (including mini-tourna- 
ments), win a Bingo Jackpot in the 
Poker Room or have a single win of 
$50 or more on paper pull-tab. It’s that 
simple! 

After you have played - and 
won! - in October, be sure to be here 
on Wednesday, Oct. 3 1 for the drawing. 
You will be able to deposit your slips 
from after Matinee II until 9:30 p.m. 
Once the drum is closed, no further 
entries will be accepted. The drawing 
will be held at 9:45 p.m. The winner 
must be present at the time of the draw- 
ing and have valid photo I.D. and 
Social Security card with them to claim 
the prize. 

When the ticket is drawn, the 
name will be announced in all areas of 
the Casino and that person will have 
ten minuets to come forward. If the 
prize is not claimed within ten minuets, 
the ticket will be considered void and a 
new name will be drawn. We will fol- 
low this procedure until we have a win- 
ner. No coupons or passes, including 
JPC Instant Birthday passes, will be 
accepted at this session. 

IMPORTANT INFORMA- 
TION: At the time you receive your 
drawing ticket, your name will already 
be on it. This ticket is for your use 
only. Any changes, whiteouts, deletions 
or obliteration of any type will result in 
the ticket being void. 

Please print all of the address 
information requested on the ticket. 
Rubber stamps or labels in the address 


box will be allowed. Please do not fold 
or mutilate the ticket. Each ticket is 
checked for compliance before it is 
deposited. 

Play and win often in October 
to better your chances to win a 
New 2002 Saturn! 

It’s the Great Cash 
Pumpkin Charlie 
Brown. Linus always 
sat around on 
Halloween, missing 
all the fun of trick or 
treating, waiting for 
the Great Pumpkin to 
show up. Charlie Brown 
and the gang always gave him 
grief over it. 

Well we are certain that the 
Great Cash Pumpkin will show up at 
the Seminole Casino - Tampa on 
Friday, Oct. 26 with 50 pumpkins 
loaded with cash. $10,000 in cash will 
be given away by drawings on Oct. 26. 

There will be ten drawings 
each Matinee Owl session, with guar- 
anteed winner of $1,000 in each ses- 
sion. There will be twenty drawings in 
the Evening session, with two guaran- 
teed winners of $1,000. The drawings 
will be from each session’s admission 
slips. 

Immediate family members of 
Seminole Casino - Tampa employees 
may not participate in the drawings, 
nor may Tour Operators, their agents or 
employees. Only one drawing per per- 
son per session will be allowed. 
Winners must be present in the Bingo 
Hall at the time of the drawings and 
have a valid I.D. with them. 

No coupons or passes, includ- 
ing JPC Instant Birthday passes will be 
accepted at any of the sessions on 
Friday, Oct. 26. 

Don’t get any grief from us. 

Be here to try and get your share of the 
Great Pumpkin’s Cash. 


Don’t Forget! 

Support our 
Advertisers 




COCONUT CREEK CASI- 
NO — 5550 N.W. 40th St., Coconut 
Creek, FL. 33073. (954) 977-6700. 
Open seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. 

Back by popular demand, 
Master of Illusions , Gary Goodman 
returns to casino Sept. 30. Taking cen- 
ter stage from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m., 
Goodman will perform “Sleight-of- 


Hand Magic,” a show that combines 
audience participation and amazing 
dexterity with cards, coins, ropes, etc. 

Then from 2:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. 
get ready for non-stop laughter as 
Goodman returns to center stage with 
“Comedy Magic Show,” a hilarious 
and phenomenal magic and music 
show guaranteed to produce jaw-drop- 
ping reactions from the crowd. 








The Seminole Tribune 


14 


October 19, 2001 


Announcements ❖ Ahnahhegel 

❖ Nakorkerkecetv ###### 

m 

Happy Birthday | 

| Memory | 

| Notices 




Happy 7th birthday Danni Jae 
“Yunnie” Tommie on November 1, 

2001. Well “squirrel,” you’re growing up 
fast, so enjoy every minute! We love you 
and hope all your wishes come true. 
Don’t forget to blow your candles out 
quick before Cat beats you to it! Love, 
Momma (Jeannette), Daddy (Danny), 
Des, Danielle, Cory, Catlen, and 
Dasani. 


New Kid 



GRANNY PAT STRIKES AGAIN! 

Granny Pat, welcomes into the 
world a new grandson, Timothy Justin 
Diamond. Bom on September 19, 2001 
at 6:16 p.m, weighing in at 7 lbs 1 oz. 
Pat’s son Dale and wife Kitty Diamond, 
take all the credit for this handsome little 
guy. Welcome to the world and congratu- 
lations to the new family. 



Happy 2nd birthday Dasani 
Cian Cypress on October 7, 2001. We 
love you and want you to know you mean 
everything to us. Always know that you 
have the love and security of our family. 
You’ll always be our “baby girl” no mat- 
ter how big you get. Love, Momma 
(Danielle), Daddy (Charlie), and all 
your family. 

Happy Birthday to our big 
brother, Ryan Dane Yescas on October 
1 1 . We love you very much. Love, 

Megan, Brittany, and Cuauhtemoc. 

Happy Birthday Egoosh, hope 
you had a great time on your special day. 
One love; Huneeyohle, Shishe, 

Meyante, Melookmehche, Coowak 

A big Happy Birthday to our 
Grandma, Aunt, Sister Sheena Spirit. 
From the healing hand of love, ha, ha, ha! 
One love; Doris & the Otter Gang 

Happy Birthday to Uncle Troy 

on October 17. The meanest, most lov- 
able otter. One love; Aunt Doris & kids. 


Deadlines 


Nov. 9 Issue Oct. 26 

Nov. 30 Issue Nov. 16 

Dec. 21 Issue Dec. 7 



In Memory of Cody “Bear” Wilcox 
Sept. 18, 1983 - Sept. 16, 2001 


Our family would like to give 
our deepest appreciation to all the family 
and friends that helped us and gave us 
support in our time of need. Words cannot 
describe the feeling of knowing how 
many lives Cody; our son and brother had 
an impact on. 

He lived life like he played 
sports - with heart. He liked to win, but 
he hated to lose even more. When he was 
in little league he would cry if he stmck 
out. That’ s how much he hated to lose. 

No matter what obstacles he may have 
faced, we knew that if he had his mind 
set on something there was no changing 
his mind. He would defend his decision 
against anyone. That was just Cody. 

We thank our creator and Cody 
for allowing us to share his 1 7 years here 
on earth. Although we feel that we should 
have been given longer with him, we are 
thankful for 
every minute. 
Again, thank 
you to all who 
gave their love 
and support, 
and for those 
who continue to 
do so. 

With 

our deepest 
gratitude, 
Danny, 
Jeannette, 
Danielle, Cory, 
Desiree, Catlen, 
and Danni Jae. 


Sales & Use Tax Seminars - 

Starting November 1 - 30, 2001, Free tax 
workshops by the Florida Department of 
Revenue. For additional information con- 
tact: Alberto Collazo at 954-967-1821, 
visit us http://sun6.dms.state.fl.us/dor. 

Universal Studios Halloween 
Horror Nights XI - Oct. 25-28, Oct. 30- 
31 and Nov. 2-3. Visit us at www.hal- 
loweenhorrornights.com or calling 800- 
644-4679. 

South Florida Regional 
Transportation Summit - November 1, 
2001 at the Broward County Convention 
Center. Register at 

www.greatermiami.com or call for info at 
954-467-6822. 

Native Stories and Their 
Keepers: Telling the Public - November 
15-17, 2001, University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Register by November 1, call 
501-569-8336 or 501-569-3161. 

Healing Children of Trauma, 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, Building a 
Healthy Agency, Grassroots Prevention 
of Child Abuse and Family 
Preservation and Support workshops - 
December 3-7 at the Hilton of Santa Fe. 
Sponsored by the National Indian Child 


Welfare Association, 503-222-4044, 
www.nicw.org. 

Halloween Teen Dance - Oct. 

31, 8:00 - 12 midnight at Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Community Center 954- 
921-3412. 

Rocky Horror Picture Show & 
Dance - Oct. 3 1 at Young Circle Park & 
Amphitheater, $15.00 includes a goodie 
bag, 954-923-3005. 

Native American - FAQ’s 
Handbook - this book complements the 
Reservations Map and answers most 
Frequently Asked Questions about Native 
Americans. To order www.nativeameri- 
canonline.com or call 888-442-9338. 

26th Annual American Indian 
Film Festival - November 8-15, 2001, for 
more information call 415-554-0525. 

Teaching Children Self-Control 
- Nov. 7th at 7 - 8:30 p.m. All seminars 
are $ 1 5 for non-members, for further 
information, please contact Carol Bubani 
at 954-434-6337 to register. 

Handling Children’s Feelings - 
Dec. 5th at 7 - 8:30 p.m. seminar, call 
Carol at 954-434-6337 for information 
and location. 


The Last Day of Our Acquaintance 


By Lea G Osceola (Sheche) 

I remember the last day of our acquaintance, 

Even though it was so long ago. 

There you were standing in the glow of mornings light, 

Surrounded by me, Sheche. 

You were the last of what I had left, 

My love, my heart. 

I could see it in your eyes, 

The windows to your soul. 

What you once felt for me had turned so icy and dark. 

You couldn ’t disguise it, 

Even if you tried. 

I looked back at you as I drove away, 

You just stood by and watched me leave. 

I recalled how we once held each other close, 

And the way you ’d kiss me endlessly, 

Before, the last day of our acquaintance. 

We used to be together and talk about nothing and everything under the sun, moon and stars. 

It was so hard; there was so much between us 
To just let go, but we did. 

I couldn ’t find the strength to say, 

What I was screaming in my mind. 

“No, I don ’t want this! ” “I love you, ” and “Please, don ’t let go! ” 

I wish now that I told you. 

I couldn ’t hold back the vast pain in my heart, 

Tears seeped from my eyes and tarnished my cheeks. 

I don ’t know how I did it, leaving you like that, 

But, this is how it went, 

On the last day of our acquaintance. 

From that day on I never was the same, eternally. 
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Free or Low Cost Health 
Insurance for Kids 


For kids , it's great health insurance. 
For parents, it's one less worry. 


Children who are members 
of federally recognized American 
Indian or Native Alaskan tribes may 
be eligible for free health insurance. 

Call 1-888-352-5437 (ext. 6160) for more 
information and to request an application. 
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Jobs ❖ Tahgathkege Ahhuglahpehge 


U u u U U it 


Brighton 


Job Title: Carpenter 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Housing 
/Construction 

Salary: $ 33,280 annually with benefits. 

Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 10-31-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Gaming 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Counselor 
Open Date: 10-17-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Family Services 

Job Title: Heavy Equipment/ Pump 
Operator 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Water Resource 
Management 

Salary: $19,760 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Building and 
Grounds 

Salary: $14,500 with benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 
Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Health 
Salary: $18,740 annually with benefits 


Job Title: Nutritionist 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Health 
Salary: $35,000 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Operator Maintenance 
Trainee 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Utilities 
Salary: $18,700 with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Gaming 

Job Title: Water Quality Sampler I 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Water Resources 
Department 

Salary: $18, 500 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Operator Maintenance 
Trainee (2) 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Utilities 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker (2) 
Open Date: 7-12-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Brighton, Buildings & 
Grounds 

Salary: $ 18,720 annually with benefits 


Coconut Creek 


Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Coconut Creek, Gaming 



Happy Halloween !!! 



Hollywood 


Big Cypress 


Job Title: Building Manager 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Building & 
Grounds 

Salary: $25,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Bus Driver 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 
School 

Salary: $12.50 per hour 

Job Title: Cook 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Job Title: Community 
Health/Representative 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Health 
Salary: $18,700 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Custodian 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 
Salary: $15,600 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Transporter 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Health 
Salary: $ 16,432 with benefits 

Job Title: Water/Waste Water Plant 
Operator 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Big Cypress, Utilities 
Salary: $ Negotiable commensurate 
with experience with benefits 


Immokalee 


Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 10-31-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Immokalee, Gaming 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Cultural Language 

Instructor 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Immokalee, Cultural 

Education 

Salary: $28,120 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Immokalee, Gaming 


Job Title: Alligator Wrestler 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Job Title: Cashier 

Open Date: 10-4-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Gift Shop 

Salary: $ 15,600 annually with benefits. 

Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 10-31-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Gaming 
Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Database Administrator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Information 
Systems 

Salary: $ Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Education Counselor 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Education (DSO) 
Salary: $ Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Foster Care Worker 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 
Salary: $Negotiable with benefits. 

Job Title: GED Teacher / Counselor 
Open Date: 8-23-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Education (DSO) 

Job Title: Maintenance 

Worker/ Janitor 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Salary: $14, 560 with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 
Open Date: 5-17-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Housing 


Job Title: Commission Officer 

Open Date: 10-31-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Tampa, Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Cultural Language 

Instructor 

Open Date: 9-10-01 


Construction 

Salary: $23,920 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Building & 
Grounds 

Salary: $14,500 with benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 
Salary: $18,740 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk 
Open Date: 7-16-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Secretary 
Treasurer 

Salary: $20,000 with benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk PT 
Open Date: 10-3-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Utilities 
Salary: $8.00 per hour with benefits 

Job Title: Payables Disbursement 
Open Date: 10-3-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Accounting 
Salary: $ 18,740 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Senior Admin. Assistant 

Open Date: 7-19-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Madio Adjusting 

Co. 

Salary: $ Negotiable with benefits. 

Job Title: Snake Handler 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 
Salary: $20, 800 with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Gaming 


Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Tampa, Cultural Education 

Salary: $28,120 annually with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 3-7-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Tampa, Gaming 

Salary: $17,680 annually with benefits 
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Brighton Indian Day Results 


By Micheal James 

BRIGHTON — Indian Day fes- 
tivities held at Brighton on September 28 
turned out a crowd of participants and 
proved a lot of fun. The fol- 
lowing are the results in 
each event that took place. 

The Fishing 

Tournament had both men 
and women competitors. All 
participants met at 5:30 am 
for sign in and then they 
were off. Most fished on the 
reservation and few fished at 
the locks. By 11am, all that 
participated met for the 
weigh in. The winners 
placed according to the 
largest and heaviest fish 
caught. Cash prizes were 
given for first, second and 
third place winners. 

Bass- first place 
went to Dionne Smedley, 
second place went to Oneva 
Jones and third place went to 
Selena Billie. 

Bream/Speck/Black 
Crappie- first place went to 
Oneva Jones, second place 
went to Boogie Johns and 
third place went to Shannon 
Gopher. 

Catfish-first place 
went to Oneva Jones, second 
place went to Boogie Johns 
and third place went to 
Shannon Gopher. Mudfish- 
first placewent to Boogie 
Johns, and second place 
went to Paulette Lawrence. 

Garfish-first place went to 
Boogie Johns, second place 
went to Crystal Smith and 
third place went to Paulette 
Lawrence. 

For women ages 50 

and over, Bass-Minnie Howard caught 
the biggest fish and Alice Sweat placed 
second with her catch. Lorene Gopher 
placed first with her biggest catch in the 
Bream/Speck/Black Crappie category, 
and Alice Sweat caught the second largest. 

Catfish-first place went to Jenny 
Johns, second place went to Bessie 


second place went to Keith Billie and Eric 
Johns caught the third largest bass. 
Bream/Speck/Black Crappie-first place 
went to Jamie Smith, second place went 



to Johnny Jones and third place went to 
Kevin Tommie. 

Catfish-Eugene Tommie had the 
biggest catch, with Kevin Tommie catch- 
ing the second largest catch and in third 
place Earl Taylor. Mudfish-first place 
went to Weems Buck, second place went 
to Kevin Tommie and third place went to 



Tommie, and third place went to Marie 
Tommie. Mudfish-first place catch went 
to Jennie Snow, second largest catch went 
to Jenny Shore and third place went to 
Bessie Tommie. Garfish-first place went 
to Minnie Howard, second place went to 
Bessie Tommie and third place went to 
Jennie Snow. 

In the men’s category ages 18 to 
49, Bass-first place went to Koty Brugh, 


Koty Brugh. 

Garfish-the biggest catch of the 
day went to Sampson Gopher, Koty Brugh 
caught the second biggest garfish and 
Weems Buck placed third with his catch. 
The men 50 and Over, only one placed, 
Buddy Sweat. Garfish-Buddy Sweat, 
again, placed first with his catch and Gary 
Sampson placed second. 

The Competetive Walk Run, 



which all participants either walked or ran 
5 miles, from the field office to the 
bridge, competed for the fastest time. 

First, second and third place winners won 
cash prizes. 

In the Women’s 18-30 
year old class- first finisher was 
Boogie Johns, second place was 
Steela Robedeaux and third 
^ place finisher, Amanda Smith. 
31-49 year old-first place, Patty 
Waldron, second place was 
Diane Snow and third place 
went to Michele Thomas. 

50 and Over-fastest 
finisher in that age bracket was 
Mable Haught, second place was 
Jenny Shore and in third place, 
Louise Gopher. The men’s 18-30 
age bracket, fastest finisher was 
Koty Brugh. Second place went 
to Elton Shore and in third, 
Dallas Nunez. 

31-49 year old, first 
place finisher was Robert 
Youngblood. Second place fin- 
isher was Robbie Chalfant and 
in third place, Sandy Billie, Jr. 
Men’s 50 and Over- fastest fin- 
isher was Billie Micco, in sec- 
ond place was Joe L. John and 
in third place, John Wayne Huff, 
Sr. 

In the Pole 

Peeling event, women 1 8 
to 49 years old- Ethel 
Gopher placed first, 

Oneva Jones in second 
and Diane Smith. Women 
50 and Over-Jennie Billie 
placed first, second place 
was Louise Gopher and in 
third place, Addie 
Osceola. 

Men’s Pole 

Peeling, 18 to 49 years 
old-first place went to 
Matthew Gopher, second place went 
to Johnny Jones and in third place, 

Shane Buck. In the 50 and Over- 
first place went to Howard Osceola 
and in second place, Martin Gopher. 

All that placed also won cash 
prizes. 

Bingo Winners 55 and 

Over, 10 Games-the winners 
were Jennie Snow, Onnie 
Osceola, Willie Gopher, Dan 
Bowers, Louise Gopher, 

Lottie Baxley, Sammy 
Gopher, Joe L. John, Lorene 
Gopher, who won the 
Jackpot, and 1 split game, 

Billie Micco, Joe L. John and 
Onnie Osceola. 

Archery (Men 
Only)- ages 18 to 49, first 
place went to Johnny Jones. 

In second place, Adam Turtle 
and in third place, Larry Howard. 
50 and Over-first place, Dan 
Bowers, second place was Howard 
Osceola and in third place, Billie 
Micco. 

Pumpkin Bread Making 
(Women Only)- ages 50 and 
Over, first place went to Lorene 
Gopher; second place went to 
Onnie Osceola and in third place, 
Agnes Jumper. Women ages 18 to 
49, first place was Salina Dorgan, 
second place Leoma Simmons, and 
in third place Dana Osceola. 

Box and Turtle Races- 
Box Turtle 18 to 49 years old- 
first place Ricki Osceola, second 
place Selena Billie, and in third place 
Danny Jones. 50 and Over Box Turtle- 
first place Shula Jones, second place 
Jennie Snow, and in third place there was 
a tie between Howard Micco and Billie 
Micco. 

Gopher(18 to 49 years old)-first 

place went to Michele Thomas, second 
place went to Adam Turtle, and in third 
place Amy Waldron. Gopher(50 and 
Over)-first place Elsie Smith, second 
place went to Billy Joe Johns, and in third 
place Connie Whidden. 

Horseshoe Tournament Co-ed 
(18 to 48 years old)-first place went to 
the team of Earl Taylor; second place 
went to the team of John and Mahala 
Madrigal, and in third place the team of 
Danny Jones and Diane Smith. 

Women 50 and Over-first place 
Addie Osceola, and second place Onnie 
Osceola. Men 50 and Over-first place 
Billie Micco, second place went to 
Howard Micco, and in third place Wonder 
Johns. 

Hourly Drawing Winners 
(Women): Gloria Osceola, Jimi Lu Huff, 
Addie Osceola, Monica Johns, Alice 
Snow, Onnie Osceola, Michele Thomas, 
Jennie Snow, Brenda Youngblood, Amy 
Waldron, Louise Gopher, Donna Turtle, 
Jenny Johns, Rosie Billie, Jennifer Johns, 
Lorene Gopher, Connie Whidden, Virginia 
Lee Tommie, Diane Smith, Jennie Billie, 
Joanne Osceola, Shirley Sampson. 

Men-Ricki Osceola, Johnny 
Jones, Eugene Tommie, Sandy Billie Sr., 
Joe L. John, Jamie Smith, Sandy Billie Jr., 
Kelly Youngblood, Robert Youngblood, 



Dusty Nunez, Patrick Jones, Billy 
Osceola, Shane Buck, Koty Brugh, 
Matthew Gopher, Alex Johns, Danny 
Jones, Roy Snow, Roger Smith, Adam 
Turtle, Pemell Bert and Willie Gopher Jr. 

Results from 2001 Indian Day 
Bowling-Senior Men 55 and Older: First 
place Ronnie Doctor with a score of 593, 



second place Joe Billie with a score of 
539, third place Dan Bowers with a score 
of 531. Fourth place Sammie Gopher with 
a score of 509, fifth place John Pigeon 
with a score of 508 and sixth place with a 
score of 489. Billy Micco in seventh place 
with a score of 477, David Jumper. 

Senior Women 55 and Older: 
First place with a score of 521 Mable 
Osceola, second place Rosie Billie with a 
score of 504, in third place Betty Osceola 
with a score of 486. May dell Osceola 
placed fourth with a score of 469, in fifth 
place Louise Billie with a score of 455, 
sixth place went to Annie Jumper with a 


Danny Tommie and Jeanette Cypress with 
a score of 387, fifth place went to Maxie 
and Linda Tommie with a score of 369. 
Sixth place went to the team of Delwin 
McGowan and Sarah Kirkland with a 
score of 362, seventh place went to Roger 
and Diane Smith. 

Eighth place went to the team of 
Marcie Osceola and 
Trisha Wilcox with a 
score of 342, ninth place 
went to the team of 
Mitch Osceola and Jenny 
Johns with a score of 
336, and in tenth John 
and Mahala Madrigal 
with a score of 333. 

3-6-9-the team 
of Marcie Osceola and 
Oneva Jones placed first 
with a score of 436, in 
second place, the team of 
John Huff Jr., and Jimi 
Lu Huff with a score of 
413. In third place the 
team of Johnnie Jones 
and Diane Snow with a 
score of 412. 

The team of 

Shane Buck and Shannon 
Gopher placed fourth 
with a score of 406, the 
team of Danny Tommie 
and Mahala Madrigal 
placed fifth with a score 
of 405. In sixth place 
Kevin Tommie and 
Wendy Juarez with a 
score of 401, the team in 
seventh place Weems 
Buck and Sarah Kirkland 
scored 399. 

In eighth place 
Philmon Bowers and 
Amy Waldron with a 
score of 394, in ninth with a score of 392 
the team of Duane Jones and Celeste 
Osceola. And in tenth with a score of 383 
the team of Elton Shore and Joyce 
Jumper. 

No Tap-first place team of 
Marcie Osceola and Mary Jo Micco 
scored 463, the team of Delwin McGowan 
and Arica Buck placed second with a 
score of 458. In third place Danny Jones 
and Diane Smith with a score of 444, in 
fourth place the team of Merle Billie and 
Lois J. Smith with a score of 436. 

In fifth and sixth place a tie 
between the team of Philmon Bowers and 



score of 430, and in seventh place Addie 
Osceola with a score of 406. 

Regular: First place went to the 
team of Elton Shore and Farrah Jones 
with a score of 411, in second and third 
place there was a tie between the teams of 
Michael and Tommie Micco and Sampson 
and Shannon Gopher with scores of 398 
for each team. 

Fourth place went to the team of 


Cornelia Osceola and Maxie Tommie and 
Betty Billie with scores of 430. In seventh 
place with a score of 425 was the team of 
Pernell Bert and Patty Snow. 

Shane Buck and Farrah Jones 
placed eighth with a score of 424. In ninth 
place the team of Elton Shore and Jenny 
Johns with a score of 414, and in tenth 
place the team of Thomas Cypress and 
Leoma Simmons. 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 
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FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Bjsrcss TOMMIE CAUItU 

A I Still Senil'Cbi yp: 1.55*1 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863 - 467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 
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Halloween Photos 



4H Piglets Are Here 


Participants round up new family members. 
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Local Jr. bull riders participate in the Southern Pro 
Tour event. 
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Get a recap on the Halloween festivities, 
look for complete coverage in the next 
issue. 
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Bobby Frank lining up his putt in the USET Tournament. 


Seminole Teams 
Dominate USET 
Golf Tournament 

By Alexandra Frank 

MIAMI LAKES — Rain and wind tested the 
players in the Oct. 21 USET Golf Tournament, held at the 
Don Shula Golf Club was sponsored by the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. The tournament was the first event of the week- 
long USET Conference, held at the Miccosukee Resort on 
Oct. 22-25. 

The ten teams that braved the stormy weather 
played through courses that were 2-3 inches deep in rainwa- 
ter. The winds were relentless and golfers struggled to con- 
trol their shots in the fairways. 

Despite the inclement weather, the golfers gutted 
their way through the 18-hole course to be recognized as 
winners. There were teams of Seminole Tribal citizens, 
Tribal employees and a few members of the Choctaw Tribe 
who were attending the conference. 

The end ultimately came upon the tournament par- 
ticipants and everyone gathered at the snack bar to await the 
results. Congratulations to all who placed, listed are the 
winners: 

Four-Man Scramble: 1) (59) Harry Kennedy, 
Frank Patrillo, Chris Grant, Jimbo Osceola. 2) (60) Max 
Osceola, Lawrence Osceola, Charlie (Fry) Cypress, Marl 
Sayen. 3) (62) John Madrigal, and Marcellus Osceola 
Junior. 4) (70) Alan Huff, Richard Henry, Chris Jimmie, 

Bill Clemens. 5) (70) Bob Green, Marcella Green, Brett 
Green, Christina Green. 

Closest to the Pin: #3-Marcellus Osceola, Reanna 
Thomas. #5 -Eddie Tullis. #13-Rufus Tubby, Marcella 
Green. #17-Marcellus Osceola, Reanna Thomas. 

Longest Drive: Marcellus Osceola, Reanna 

Thomas. 


Tribal Employees Enjoy 
Motivational Seminar 


By Alexandra Frank 

ISLAMORADA — Tribal employees from vari- 
ous programs participated in a seminar with the motivation- 
al speaker Lester L. Brown on Oct. 14-17 at the Rockresort 
Cheeca Lodge and Spa. 

For four days and three nights, participants under- 
went a reform of the mind and attitude that dominate their 
daily lives. 

At first, Mr. Brown does not give the impression 
of a dynamic, self-motivated speaker, but of a teacher or 
guidance counselor. In a sense, he is all three, because he 
combines teaching, guidance, and counseling on a certain 
level. 

Mr. Brown’s seminar is called “Independent 
Thinking Skills for Personal Development.” Its purpose is 
to teach how to build positive self-esteem and omit negative 
thinking in order to accomplish goals. 

Mr. Brown taught the skills needed to accomplish 
goals during the seminar. These skills were taught to atten- 
dees to help increase job satisfaction and the overall quality 
of their lives. 

On the first day of the seminar, the tone was set 
with breakfast served at the ocean- side dining area at sun- 
rise. The experience left no question that holding the semi- 
nar in such a beautiful setting would help invigorate and 
inspire everyone. 

The seminar participants were encouraged to have 
their meals within the resort grounds. When everyone gath- 
ered together for breakfast, lunch and dinner, the meals had 
a family-like atmosphere. It was a chance to get to know 
one another. 

Once breakfast was over, seminar classes began in 
a conference room located on the hotel grounds. Thus 
began the introduction to Mr. Brown’s course of enlighten- 
ment. 

Mr. Brown broke down the courses into 3 -day 
increments. The first day was “Mental Blocks and 
Conditioning, Thinking Power: Information Processing and 

See SEMINAR, page 3 
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Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress and President Mitchell Cypress cut the ribbon. 


Family Investment Center 
Now Open In Big Cypress 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — After five years of 
planning and construction, the Big Cypress 
Family Investment Center is finally open for 
business. 

Staff began final preparations on Oct. 19 
for the official dedication and ribbon cutting cer- 
emony, held at 10:00 a.m. on Oct. 23. 

Tribal officials, Housing Director Joel 
Frank Sr., Planning and Development Manager 
Gloria Wilson, local dignitaries, Tribal citizens, 
USET representatives, project architects and 
managers and Tribal employees attended the cer- 
emony. 

Joel Frank Sr., who served as Master of 
Ceremonies, introduced the Tribal dignitaries and 
those involved in the design and construction of 
the 59,000 square, foot building. 

Reverend Frank Billie, who, according 
to Tribal President Mitchell Cypress, “spearhead- 
ed the drive for the Seminoles to become a 
Federally Recognized Tribe all those years ago,” 
offered the dedication prayer. 

Rev. Billie recalled the day 64 years ago 
- Dec. 10, 1937 at 1:00 p.m. - when the swampy, 
water-filled area was dedicated as reservation 
land. He described the area as nothing but coun- 
try, cattle and camps with chickees where the 
Seminole tried to survive. 

Rev. Billie explained how he and others, 
with the help of Bureau of Indian Affairs, worked 
to form the constitution bylaws, held meetings 
and sold bologna sandwiches to raise funds for 
trips to Washington, D.C. in their effort to seek 
Federal recognition for the Tribe. 

“We had nothing - no homes, no cars, 
no electricity - and no power to approach 
the (U.S.) government to make use of the money 
and programs they were offering to Indians,” said 
Rev. Billie, “Today we all got money, big cars, 
nice homes and money in the bank.” 

During his speech, Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress said, “We 


(the current Tribal officials) are part of the con- 
tinuing process of Frank Billie’s vision. We are 
glad to be a part of the that process.” 

Gloria Wilson said she originally went 
to work in the Housing Department to get away 
from dealing with people, a major part of her 
previous job at Family Services. “Little did I 
realize how many more people and personalities 
I would have to work with in this job,” quipped 
Wilson. 

“The planning for this building started 
over five years ago with a $ 1 million grant from 
HUD. It was originally supposed to be only 
14,000 square, ft., James (Billie) decided he 
wanted to make it bigger and include more facili- 
ties for other departments and programs,” said 
Wilson, “You know how they say people in the 
desert think they see a mirage and come upon an 
oasis? Well, this building is our mirage in the 
swamp.” 

Greg Maddox, BIA representative for 
the Tribe, added, “As impressive as this building 
is, it is not surprising. The Seminoles have 
always prevailed in everything they have taken 
on.” 

After the speeches and congratulatory 
remarks, Tribal officials cut the bright red ribbon 
and opened the doors of the remarkable facility 
for the guests to tour the building at their leisure. 
President Cypress, accompanied by Executive 
Assistant Sally Tommie, took the USET repre- 
sentatives on a tour of the building, providing an 
overview of the many and diverse programs the 
Tribe offers to its citizens. 

Lunch, catered by Billie Swamp Safari, 
was served in the new Senior Center portion of 
the complex. 

Members of the 1st Baptist Church of 
Big Cypress, led by Jonah Cypress, provided 
background music for the attendees. Band mem- 
bers included Eric Sanders, Alphonso Tigertail, 
Salaw Hummingbird and Tony Osceola. 
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Board Plans 
Dividend In 
2002 Budget 

By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Oct. 12, President 
Mitchell Cypress announced a major change in the 
2002 Board budget: Tribal citizens would receive a 
dividend and Board Representatives would no 
longer be given an allocation. 

The 2002 budget was passed unanimously. 

During the meeting, the Board 
Representatives and Liaisons all expressed their 
sympathies to the victims and survivors of the Sept. 
1 1 tragedy. The Board was originally scheduled to 
meet in September, but postponed the regular meet- 
ing after the tragic events. 

Condolences were also given to Tribal citi- 
zens who recently lost loved ones. 

There were two Tribal citizens who passed 
away recently: Ernie Bert, who had been a cattle 
owner for a number of years; and a young man just 
beginning a promising future, Cody Wilcox. 

Big Cypress Representative Paul Bowers 
Sr., reported that the steer sale did very well. The 
cattle owners and workers from the steer sale were 
treated to a fishing trip after the event. 

Bowers said the poor grass growth at the 
beginning of the year was so severe that hay was 
used to keep the cattle alive. 

Mr. Bowers also spoke about the 
Miccosukee Cattle Sale, which took place a week 
before the Board Meeting. Due to the poor grass 
growth, the calves put up for sale were smaller than 
average, resulting in low steer sales. 

Mr. Bowers also spoke about going to the 
groves to check on the newly planted saplings. 

Bowers mentioned the possibility of trans- 
ferring the heavy equipment from Seminole Farms 
to the cattle pastures. The equipment used for the 
farms can be used for the recently opened “rock 
pit”. The rock pit is doing well and he felt the 
equipment transfer would further benefit the proj- 
ect. 

Mr. Cypress thanked Bowers and 
announced the Veterans Day recognition celebra- 
tion. The event is scheduled for November 8, 2001. 
Cypress invited all veterans to attend, whether they 
are Tribal citizens or employees. 

Brighton Representative Alexander Johns 
remarked about how the Board members have 
worked hard on the 2002 budget. 

Johns said the task was tedious: going over 

See BOARD, page 3 


Anthrax Scare For 
Tribal Officials 



Bowers and Cypress leave the quarantined area. 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress and Board 
Representative Paul Bowers were quarantined and 
released on Oct. 1 6 after being tested for possible 
exposure to the anthrax virus. 

The two Tribal offi- 
cials were having lunch at the 
Birdcage on Stirling Road 
when a suspicious envelope 
was delivered to the establish- 
ment. 

Hazardous Material 
Special Response crews and 
local police cordoned off the 
entire shopping plaza. No one 
in any of the businesses, 
which included a day care 
center full of infants and tod- 
dlers, were allowed to leave 
until the “all clear” was given. 

Frantic parents, arriving to check on their 
children, added to the mayhem when police had to 
stop the investigation to answer their questions and 
calm their fears. 

Cypress and Bowers, neither of whom 
touched the suspicious envelope, were allowed to 
leave after about three hours in confinement by 
authorities. 

“I think we better find someplace else to 
have dinner,” quipped Cypress. 

Davie officials referred all questions to the 
Broward County Sheriff’s Office. Jim Leljedal, 
Media Relations spokesman for BSO, said, “ I’m 
sure it was nothing. But everything we collect, from 
this call and all the others we have received from 
around Broward County, is sent to the FBI for 
analysis. So far we haven’t found anything.” 

Both Cypress and Bowers are doing well 
and going about their usual activities. Neither is on 
antibiotics, nor have they displayed any symptoms 
of possible anthrax infection. 
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Seminole Golden 
Pioneer: Senior 
Profile Rosie Billie 



Rosie Billie 


By Barbara Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — They say dynamite comes in small 
packages. If that’s the case, then Rosie Billie could be considered a 
powder keg. One of the few remaining matriarchs of the Wind Clan, 
Rosie, 82, enjoys each day to its fullest. 

Although she grew up in the untamed terrain of South 
Florida and suffered the loss of her husband and eight of 10 chil- 
dren, Billie has not lost her zest for life. Even a debilitating stroke 
has not slowed her down. 

Rosie was born in 1918 (month and day unknown) in Dade 
County near what is now known as “Old 41” in Miami. The area 
used to be located on the outskirts of Miami, but after years of 
urban development, it is now within the city limits. 

Born Rosie Jumper, her parents were Martha Charlie 
Jumper (Wind) and Johnny Jumper (Bobcat). She had four siblings: 
Margaret (Charlie) Huff, Sadie (Charlie) Fewell, Mary (Charlie) 
Cypress and Frank Charlie. 

Rosie eventually married Henry Billie and moved to 
Ochopee until 1960, when they moved to Big Cypress. Rosie’s 
remaining two children are Nancy and Lonnie who live in Big 
Cypress and remain close. 



Rosie Billie’s grandson Micheal reads to her. 


From the 1960’s to the mid- 1 970 ’s, Billie worked for the 
Big Cypress Hot Meals Program. She raised her children in a chick- 
ee in Big Cypress until the late 70 ’s, when the family moved into 
the home she lives in today. 

An expert seamstress who made all of her family’s patch- 
work clothing, Rosie also made sweet grass baskets. Her daughter, 
Nancy, says that of all the crafts Rosie enjoyed, she thinks that doll 
making has always been Rosie’s favorite. 

Today, many people enjoy displays of her craftsmanship, 
and collectors still inquire about purchasing her dolls. 

Unfortunately, after Rosie suffered a stroke, she was unable 
to continue making most crafts. However, she is happy that her 
daughter and granddaughters have learned. 

Rosie is also proud to have taught her family the traditional 
way of life. She still lives in the Seminole tradition, attending the 
Green Corn Dance and participating in other cultural events. Her 
granddaughter, Michaelene, says that Rosie “has named a lot of 
babies.” 

Today, Rosie enjoys life. Her daughter Nancy sees to her 
every need and takes her along with the family almost everywhere 
they go. Rosie loves to travel and visit friends and family on other 
reservations. 

Her son Lonnie also takes her along with his family on out- 
ings, shopping trips or just to visit with her grandchildren. 

Although she is hardly ever alone, she enjoys having quiet 
time at home sitting on her porch, watching people go past. 
Occasionally, Rosie’s “quiet time” is short-lived. Visitors who see 
her sometimes stop and take her out for a burger at Safari or a drive 
to the Miccosukee Plaza, just to visit with her. 

When asked her formula for a happy and prosperous life, 
she says to work hard, help yourself, enjoy family and remember to 
thank the Creator for what you have been given. 


Reflections 


#195 

By Patsy West 


Snake Clan Ran Towards The Sun For Freedom 


W ar stories from the Seminoles are rare. Stories of escapes are 
even rarer. Polly Parker’s (Bird clan) escape on Florida soil is 
well known to Tribal citizens and has seen fairly wide publica- 
tion in newspaper articles and publications. 

There is a lesser known saga chronicled in the new publication 
from University Press of Florida co-authored by Betty Mae Jumper and 
Patsy West, entitled “A Seminole Legend.” 

The Snake clan saga involves Betty Mae Jumper’s family and 
takes place during the Second Seminole War, 1835-1842. It was appar- 
ently during a time of truce created by the Macomb Treaty in 1837 that 
this saga begins. 

The U. S. military assumed that the Seminole War was over 
because a treaty had been signed by the presumed head chief of the 
Florida Seminoles. It was spring and the war weary Seminoles began to 
plant their crops. However, it soon became obvious that the treaty agree- 
ment was invalid. . . 

The men of the Snake camp were out hunting when soldiers 
came onto the camp located on a river near today’s Jupiter, Florida. They 
surrounded the camp of idaponathli: (Mikasuki speakers), old men, 
women, and children. They made them sit down in the open fields. A 
few people had been able to run away to warn other camps. 

From that time on, the river was known as the “River of Lies” 
Lo-tsa-hatchee, although over the decades it has come to be called the 
Loxa-hatchee, the “River of Turtles.” 

The captives walked to the west and finally reached the Gulf of 
Mexico. “The soldiers are going to put you in big boats and send you 
across the big, big water where you will never come back,” they were 
told. 

They most likely left Florida from Egmont Key, where they 
boarded a steamboat. The steamer finally reached its destination either in 
north Florida or in Louisiana. The captives were herded into cages, 
where they were detained until they were to begin their trek to Indian 
Territory. 

Betty related, “My great-great-grandmother and her three 
daughters were among those captives. In the pen where they were kept, 
she grew more and more worried, because the soldiers had begun using 
the younger women. She became consumed with a plan to help her 
youngest daughters escape. She dug a hole under the fence and sat on it 
all day so the soldiers wouldn’t see. That night, she pushed the two 
youngest daughters through the hole to make their escape. 


“She had told them to run straight to the deep creek nearby 
which ran east and west. “Get in the water and swim toward the east qui- 
etly.” She told them to put leaves on their heads and drift by, passing the 
place where the lookout soldier was standing. “He won’t know you are 
passing by, as he will be looking at us.” She was right. Paleface was on 
the bank, but he didn’t look at the creek and never saw them pass by 
because as soon as she saw the girls disappear into the darkness, she 
started singing real loud. The other Indians joined her, making all of the 
soldiers turn to look at them. 

“That first night they ran most of the way, and by morning they 
were miles away. . .” 

“The girls were young. They were frightened. They had to cross 
large, swift rivers, worry about encountering fierce animals or soldiers, 
what to eat and how to cook it without a fire. They thought of their 
mother and older sister and the horrors that they had endured at the 
hands of the soldiers and thought them better dead. They remembered 
what their mother had said, “Just look ahead and don’t look back or turn 
back. Keep running toward the sun until you see your brothers and 
father.” 

“After many weeks they finally came upon a chickee, but they 
were afraid to go near it. There were hogs around the camp, but no peo- 
ple. However, the people, (who must have run away) left their clothes, 
bedding, dried meat, and com, and the girls rested. Then, they made con- 
tact with some people in another camp who knew their relatives! They 
had actually seen their father and brothers on the south side of Lake 
Okeechobee!! 

“The next morning they set out on horses. “There had not been 
soldiers in the area for months, so it was safe. They couldn’t believe that 
the Snake girls had been able to make it back home after being taken so 
far away.” Three days later they were reunited with their family. 

“This is a tme story told to me by my grandmother, Mary 
Tustenuggee Tiger. Because of these brave sisters, the Snake clan did not 
disappear, but that’s why there aren’t very many people in our clan. 

After the wars ended, the Snake girls married. But since there were only 
two girls, the Snake clan remained small... Today there are about forty- 
five people in the Snake clan.” 

[This excerpt is from Betty Mae Jumper and Patsy West’s new 
publication, A Seminole Legend, available from University Press of 
Florida, 1 (800) 226-3822 or www.upf.com]. 


All Indian Gospel “Singspiration” Coming Soon 


By Barbara Secody 

HOLLYWOOD — On November 21, 
the All-Indian Gospel “Singspiration” will begin 
in Seminole Country on the Hollywood reserva- 
tion. The groups will travel to Brighton to per- 
form on Nov. 23, and finish with a final per- 
formance in Big Cypress on Nov. 24. 

Junior Battiest, coordinator, says this 
three-day event will be one of the best ever. He 
has put together a program featuring several 
well-known Indian Gospel groups who will be 
coming to South Florida from all over the 
United States. 

Groups scheduled to per- 
form at the upcoming concert 
include: 

“The Master’s Touch,” 
from Oklahoma City, OK. These 
guys have moved up the ladder of 
success and will perform in 
Branson, MO in December. 

In January, they appeared 
in concert at the Hollywood Tribal 
office and were received with much 
enthusiasm. 

“The Wright Family” of 
Buffalo, NY, will also be on hand to 
share their music. Phil Wright has 
been in the music business for 
many years as backup on keyboard 
for such top recording artists as 
“The Lindstoms” and “The 
Antones”. He is highly recognized 
and respected by his peers. 

“Cross Roads” from 
Tahlequah, OK, are enjoying suc- 
cess of their own. They recently 
claimed a number one award in 
competition in Kentucky. Out of 40 
gospel groups, “Cross Roads,” the 
only Native American entry, walked 
off with first place. 

They again threw their hat 
in the ring at the National Quartet 
Convention in Louisville, KY, 
where they competed against 70 
groups. Their stellar performance 
earned them sixth place and a lot of recognition. 
The local media took notice of this new Indian 
gospel group, making the accomplishment a vic- 
tory for all Indian gospel groups. 

“The Gibbs Family,” from Titusville, 
are members of the Lumbee Tribe of North 
Carolina. They visited Big Cypress this summer 
and performed with the Battiest family and other 
local singers. They are also members of the 
South Florida Gospel Music Association. 

Soloist Mercedes Bailey will be among 
the Native American performers. Battiest says 
that she delivers an excellent presentation and 
her unique style is sure to be a favorite with the 
audience. 

The Seminole Tribe’s own “New 
Battiest Family Gospel Singers,” who are host- 
ing the “Singspiration,” will also perform. This 
“new” generation of Battiest family singers car- 
ries on a tradition of gospel music that began 
four generations ago. 

Junior Battiest has brought in two of 
his six children who have taken the world of 
gospel music by storm. 

Zachary, 12, plays the drums and keeps 
the beat for the rest of the group. 

Spencer, 10, is being groomed to one 
day take over the group as lead singer. (We 
won’t tell Junior, but the boys have already 
stolen the show with their incredible talent and 
stage presence.) Although people can’t seem to 
get enough of them, they take their success in 
stride. 

Seeing them on stage makes it hard to 
believe that they are just regular guys who love 
to go fishing with their Grandpa Pete and enjoy 
the same things as other guys their age. 

However, they enjoy all the attention 
they get from their fans. Junior knocks out a 
presentation that leaves listeners in awe. With 
his powerful vibrato and wide range, he will 
always be lead singer. 

Grandpa Henry Battiest (Sr.) is still the 
glue that holds the group together. He has passed 
his musical talents on to his son, and plays the 
keyboard for the group. 

Before Junior and wife June started 
their own family, they were already a successful 
singing duo that put out their own album, enti- 
tled “Out of Darkness.” 

When June’s sister Susie and friend 


Louis joined the duo, they toured the US as 
“Second Wind” and produced several more 
recordings, which are still in demand today. 

However, as the family began to grow, 
June (sadly) relinquished her top spot at the 
microphone to become a full-time mom and 
encourage her boys as they make a name for 
themselves as the “New Battiest Family Indian 
Gospel Singers.” 

The Battiest Family’s three-generation 
group has performed in the Bahamas, Fairbanks 
and Anchorage, AK, and Canada. They recently 


returned from a short tour in Oklahoma; and 
received invitations to sing in Peru, South Africa 
and other far away places. 

Battiest said that, although Christian 
music is played on radio stations throughout the 
world, it’s the big names that are recognized for 
their talents in magazines, television programs 
and other media. 

Groups like the “Cathedrals,” “The 
Gaithers” and “The Imperials” are household 
names in Christian gospel music. However, 
Battiest feels that the Native American gospel 
singers seem to get lost along the wayside when 
it comes to receiving recognition. 

“We have no one out front, at the top,” 
said Battiest. There are many Native American 
gospel groups that haven’t enjoyed the exposure 
it takes to become successful on the Anglo 
gospel music circuit. 

This is the reason that Battiest has 
worked hard and diligently to hold this event. 

He feels that these Indian singers need encour- 
agement from Christians in Indian Country and 
hopes this particular concert will be the start of 
something big. 

Battiest cited several reasons for the 
lack of national recognition of Native American 
gospel groups. Some of the problem dates back 
to the early days when Indian singers did not 
venture off the reservation with their music. 

Due to cultural restraints, camp meet- 
ings were one of the few ways of sharing gospel 
music. The language barrier was also a problem, 
many tribes sang only in their native language. 

Many groups lived in remote locations, 
making travel another problem. With the excep- 
tion of “The Antones,” non-Indian listeners 
rarely heard Native American gospel music. The 
media, not eager to push for recognition of the 
smaller groups, mostly pursued the well-known 
groups. 

Another obstacle is the lack of original 
recordings. “Most of these well-known gospel 
music groups have their own writers, people that 
write songs just for them and their own style,” 
said Battiest, “It is very time-consuming and 
costly to record someone else’s music. A group 
must get permission from the owner of the song, 
so as not to face legal penalties on copyrighted 
material.” 

However, he is encouraged by the 


growing success of his own family as well as 
several other groups who will be visiting the 
reservations this month. He feels that Native 
Americans are finally beginning to join the non- 
Indian groups and tearing down the barriers that 
have hindered national recognition for so long 

Battiest hopes there will be time for the 
groups to discuss a possible future coalition of 
Native American Gospel Singers similar to 
National Associations already in existence. He 
believes that the key to continued success of 
these Indian gospel-singing groups is support 


and encouragement of each other. 

The Thanksgiving concert is guaranteed 
to be one of the best ever. Battiest encourages 
everyone to come out and enjoy an evening of 
fun, fellowship and song. Invite someone and 
support the Native American gospel singers. 

Everyone is invited to bring prayer 
requests to the altar and join the Battiest family 
and others in praise and worship. 

One final note: all three concerts will 
be evening outdoor performances, weather per- 
mitting. Dinner will not be held, so feel free to 
bring snacks or drinks, and bring your lawn 
chairs or blankets. 


Seminole Tribune 


Editor-in-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 

Editor: Elrod Bowers 

Designers: Melissa Sherman, Stephen Galla 
Reporters: Libby Blake, Alexandra Frank 
Archivist: Ernie Tiger 

Contributors: Janice Billie, Marlin J. Billie, 

Lucy Evanicki, Michael James, 

Bob Kippenberger (Photos), 

Nery Mejicano, Robin Osceola, 

Gary Padgett, Barbara Secody, 

Benny Secody, Patsy West, 

Dr. Patricia R. Wickman 

The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American Journalists 
Association, the Florida Press Club and the 
Associated Press. Letters/e-mails to the Editor 
must be signed and may be edited for publica- 
tion. Subscription rate is $25 per year by mail. 
Make checks payable to The Seminole Tribune , 
6300 Stirling Rd., Hollywood, FL 33024. 

Phone: (954) 967-3416. Fax: (954) 967-3482. 

Or subscribe on the Internet at www.semino- 
letribe.com 

© Seminole Tribe of Florida 




The “New Battiest Family Gospel Singers” are coming to a reservation near you. 
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Community News ❖ 




Hollywood PA.C. Update 


Regularly scheduled meetings are on the 
first Tuesday of each month. Meetings usually 
held at the Tribal Headquarters auditorium at 
noon, with lunch served. 

2001-2002 RA. C. Officers are: 

Chairman - Wanda Bowers, Vice - Chairman - 
Esther Gopher and Secretary/Treasurer - Virginia 
Mitchell. 

At the September meeting it was planned 
that Thursday, November 15 will be our 
Appreciation Dinner with school officials, teach- 
ers, students and parents. To be held at the Oaklee 
Village beginning at 5 p.m. 

There will be door prizes for visitors, 
which parents have been advised to donate. A 
fashion show, alligator wrestling, and arts & 
crafts booths are programmed for that evenings 


enjoyment. All parents are required to bring a 
Seminole traditional dish for company to savor. 

D.S.O. Extended Library hours have 
been very successful, those evenings are Tuesday 
and Thursdays from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. Volunteer 
parents, education staff, and students available to 
accommodate students with their needs. Whether 
it is to help with homework, surfing on the 
Internet, etc. Need more volunteering parents to 
assist these evenings, call Michael Kelly at 989- 
6840, ext. 1226 to leave your name and number. 

Lorene Gopher, Tribal Cultural 
Coordinator 

Make plans to attend the next scheduled 
meeting that will be Tuesday, November 13 at 
noon at the tribal office auditorium. 


Student Recognition: Symphoni Jumper 


By Yolanda Ponce De Leon 

HOLLYWOOD — The Employment 
Assisting and Training Department would like to 
recognize the educational achievements of 
Symphoni Jumper. 

Symphoni, the daughter of Harley 
Jumper and Mabel Osceola, is a Hollywood resi- 
dent. She began working towards her G.E.D. on 
May 19, 2000 and received it three months later. 

Not only has Symphoni decided to fur- 
ther her education, but her professional career as 
well. She is one of the few dual enrollees in the 
Employment and Training Program, which means 
she is also in the Work Experience Program. 
Jumper began working in the Cultural 
Department in June 2000 under her mother, 

Mabel Osceola, while pursuing her G.E.D. 

Once Symphoni obtained her G.E.D., she 


wanted to brighten her future and knew that the 
best way was through education. So, in October 
2000, she began her Medical Assistant Training at 
Keiser Career Institute. 

Symphoni has finished her classroom 
training and is beginning an internship at the 
Hollywood Health Clinic. She is scheduled to fin- 
ish her studies on December 12, 2001. 

Symphoni plans to continue her educa- 
tion. Once she completes her Medical Assistant 
Training, she will further herself by attending col- 
lege. 

For all of these achievements, the 
Employment and Training Department recognizes 
Symphoni Jumper as an excellent citizen of the 
Hollywood Community. We wish her further 
growth in her future and know all her dreams will 
come true due to her perseverance. 


Seminar 

Continued from page 1 

Decision Making, Negative Spiral of Self- 
Defeating Behavior and Attitude Formation.” 

Mental Blocks and Conditioning gave 
four learning objectives to help understand how 
behavior follows belief, how to change one’s 
thinking to take advantage of job and personal 
growth opportunities, getting used to anything in 
life, and the ways cognitive blind spots interfere 
with one’s ability to excel. 

After the learning objectives, the partici- 
pant is given three key concepts, including the 
scotoma, a perceptional blocking out of things in 
the environment. 

The second concept is conditioning, a 
process in which one develops assumptions and 
beliefs about the world. Behavior in life is based 
on these beliefs. The way one understands the 
world is based on beliefs and values. 

The third concept is the Reticular 
Activating System, a net-like group of cells locat- 
ed at the base of the brain. It only allows informa- 
tion that is of “pay value” to get through to the 
brain. 

The participants learned a short para- 
graph to tie all of the concepts into an understand- 
able overview: “We hear what we expect to hear 
and we see what we expect to see and think what 
we expect to think. This is how blind spots devel- 
op.” 

In one exercise, participants were asked 
to make a list of what they determined to be of 
value right now. There were also exercises that 
tested everyone’s perception of a given task. 

The exercises given were not to prove 
how smart an individual is, but as a way of dis- 
covering how an individual was taught whether it 
is in academics, work or life in general. 

The exercises showed which areas of 
one’s perception need an overhaul or fine tweak- 
ing. Many individuals had developed habits, both 
good and bad, over the years. Habits learned from 
other individuals have an effect on thought and 
opinions. 

All of these stored habits eventually 
show up in domestic, social, and work situations. 
Some of these habits can have negative outcomes 
detrimental to one’s well being when dealing with 
family, friends, and co-workers. 

Attendees not only learn the causes of 
negative habits, thoughts and outlook, they were 
given tools to help overcome problems associated 
with negative thinking. 

The last chapter, “Goal Setting 
Techniques,” helped combat negative thinking by 
teaching how to properly set goals, how to make 
goal-setting a part of daily life, how to design an 
action plan, and the role of universal laws on the 
goal-setting process. 

Goals were defined as the purpose 
toward which effort is directed. Setting was 
defined as a way to fix in position to achieve a 
particular style. 


The participants were taught the “Rules 
for Goal Setting” and how to apply the rules cor- 
rectly. There was also a “Pyramid of Life” dia- 
gram, highlighting ten areas in life one can set 
goals toward. 

Participants were asked to list how many 
hours are spent during work, sleep, watching TV, 
education, maintenance, hobbies, and leisure time. 
They were also asked to total the hours for each 
entry and see where most of their time is spent. 

Participants learn that time may be lack- 
ing in certain areas and that balancing their time 
can be a key to combating negative feelings. The 
goal would be to assure a balanced lifestyle 
because a life unbalanced is hard to control. 

Participants learn that in order to tackle 
the problem with the negative thought process 
there must be 1. A plan of action. 2. Getting start- 
ed (this includes goals, affirmation to the achieve- 
ment of the goal, incentives, prevention, solutions 
and an address to the solution. 

Participants were asked to fill out a pyra- 
mid of life in order to prioritize the goals they 
view important, choosing between Personal, 
Education, Spiritual, Family, Physical Health, 
Leisure Time, Social, Mental Health, Marriage, 
and Job or Career. 

It is suggested that the “Universal Law 
of Perseverance” be applied towards the goals set 
in ones life in order to achieve a positive outlook 
towards accomplishing those goals. The benefits 
will be a happy home, workplace, and social life. 

Mr. Brown and wife, Caroline Scott 
Brown, presented the seminar with real life expe- 
riences where goals were set to overcome a nega- 
tive situation. This approach has yielded positive 
results time and again. 

Given the tools presented by both Lester 
and Caroline, participants are given the applica- 
tion and knowledge of how to apply the tools cor- 
rectly. The benefits are to accomplish positive 
thinking and a healthy outlook towards negative 
tasks and situations that occur in our lives on a 
daily basis. 

Four motivational seminars were sched- 
uled for the Tribe, and three have been fulfilled to 
date. The last one will be held on December 2-5. 

Lester Brown has served as a speaker for 
the Florida Indian Youth Program and currently is 
developing seminars for future presentations with- 
in the Tribe. 

A special thank you goes out to Sally 
Tommie who introduced the idea for the seminars 
to both President Mitchell Cypress, and his broth- 
er David Cypress Big Cypress Council 
Representative. 

Another special thank you goes out to 
Maureen Vass Public Relations Director for all the 
hard work put into making sure the event ran 
smoothly and keeping participants comfortable 
throughout the event. 

And of course a very special thank you 
needs to be sent to the powers that be who felt the 
seminar would be an uplifting experience during 
these trying times in our country’s history. 



Tribal employees with motivational speaker Lester Brown (far right), 


Salute to Native American Heritage Month 


November 10th at 9:00 p.m. - Wild Horses: 
An American Romance. This program takes a look at 
the rise and fall of the mustang in the western United 
States. It takes viewers on a stunning ride as it roves 
across the West to explore the plight of the mustang. 
Native American actor Wes Studi narrates. 

November 10th at 10:00 p.m. - Singing 
Our Stories. Take a visionary journey through the 
landscape of Native North American music, with this 
profile of the “First Ladies” of indigenous song, pay 
tribute to the precious musical archive they preserve, 
carry, and celebrate. 

November 17th at 8:00 p.m. - Coming to 
Light: Edwin S. Curtis and the Native American 
Indians, An 66 American Masters” Special. Never- 
before-seen photographs and compelling interviews 
with scholars and descendants of original American 
Indians illustrate Curtis’ tremendous legacy. 

November 17th at 9:30 p.m. - Electronic 
Smoke Signals. Native Americans across the nation 
are communicating to educate, to inform, and to unite 
the community. Four Native American operated radio 
stations are located across the state of South Dakota. 
This is the story of indigenous media in this country. 

November 17th at 10:00 p.m. - Homeland. 
Homeland explores what it takes for the Lakota com- 
munity to build a better future in the face of tribal and 
government corruption, scarce housing, unemploy- 
ment and alcoholism. 

November 17th at 11:00 p.m. - Keeping the 
Spirit Alive. We focus on five Northwest Coast artists 


who have dedicated themselves to preserving their 
heritage through artistic expressions, both traditional 
and contemporary. 

November 24th at 8:00 p.m. - XIT: 

Without Reservation. A rock’n’roll concert documen- 
tary, featuring the legendary American Indian band, 
XIT, whose music brought Indian consciousness to the 
world. 

November 24th at 9:00 p.m. - Robert 
Mirabal - Music from a Painted Cave. Native 
American flutist Robert Mirabal performs his own 
powerful, evocative music that is both ancient and 
modern. His melodies spring from the lively and 
haunting chants of his Native American ancestors, but 
are spun and painted with a contemporary brush. 

November 24th at 10:30 p.m. - Lost Bird of 
Wounded Knee. The story of a survivor of the 
Wounded Knee massacre of 1891. Zintkala Nuni was 
only six months old when she was found alive under- 
neath her dead mother. She was adopted by the leader 
of the Nebraska National Guard and his wife, a promi- 
nent suffragist. The story follows Nuni’s life as an 
Indian child living among whites, and her life-long 
search for her roots and the struggle she endures. 

November 24th at 11:00 p.m. - Warrior in 
Two Worlds. The story of Ely S. Parker, a 19th centu- 
ry Seneca Indian who defied racial barriers to rise in 
power in both white and Indian worlds. He was a 
Seneca Chief, federal engineer, Civil War secretary to 
Ulysses S. Grant and the first Native American 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Board 

Continued from page 1 

every line item and double-checking numbers to 
insure a balanced budget. Johns said he was proud of 
what has been accomplished in the 2002 budget. 

Johns called for a re-evaluation of the water 
contract for Brighton and Big Cypress, due to situa- 
tions that arose during the past drought. Johns stressed 
that this task needs to be addressed and solutions pre- 
sented to the Tribal Council. 

Mr. Johns also commented about the fishing 
trip for the cattle owners and workers, the rock pit, 
and community meetings held for the Brighton resi- 
dents. He also said he has attended community meet- 
ings in Hollywood to be well informed on various 
projects that affect all Tribal citizens. 

Hollywood Representative David Dehass 
spoke about the 4-H Steer project, and a trip he made 
to Albuquerque, NM, to check on saddles that were 
ordered for the upcoming Tribal Fair. The saddles will 
be given out during the Tribal Fair to winners of the 
“All Indian Rodeo.” 

Mr. Dehass said that once the saddles are 
delivered he will have a display area set up so every- 
one can see the saddles before they are given away. 

O.B. Osceola, Jr., Naples Liaison, said he has 
noticed that Tribal citizens from Immokalee are mov- 
ing to the Naples area. 

They have approached him during communi- 
ty meetings to let him know they are living out there. 
They just wanted him to be aware that some people 
were relocating to the Naples area. 

Osceola said he has begun to inquire about 
obtaining land around Collier County. He said he 


talked to a couple of landowners, such as Gulf Way 
Development. This group specializes in residential 
development in both Naples and Collier County. 

He said that the developers are interested in 
creating a community for the Tribe, much like the 
ones built in the area. 

Osceola said that he had talked to the Collier 
family, a friend of his family for quite a few years. 
They have showed an interest in making land avail- 
able to the Tribe. 

William Osceola, Trail liaison, stated that 
they have been working on chickees for Tribal citi- 
zens. He also spoke about the idea of obtaining land at 
the Big Cypress Preserve so a Tribal citizen can set up 
a traditional camp. 

Sally Tommie, Fort Pierce liaison, touched on 
housing and water issues, noting that although one or 
two items fell under the Council, it was important that 
they were mentioned. Tommie also announced that 
Jane Stockton was the newly appointed Education 
Counselor for the community. 

Immokalee Liaison Norita Yzaguirre reported 
that she is working on meetings for the Tribal citizens 
regarding the Board budget. 

Yzaguirre also discussed the temporary use of 
the now defunct Arts and Crafts program, which was 
recently dropped from the Council programs. The 
building used for that program is now used by the 
Senior Citizens program. 

Secretary Treasurer Priscilla Sayen gave a 
report on her department’s work on the 2002 budgets 
of the Council and Board programs. 

Sayen said that many programs would be 
affected by changes in the 2002 budget in order for the 
fiscal year to balance out. 


Local Jr. Bull Riders Ride In Southern Pro Tour Event 


By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — 

On Oct. 20, Hollywood Board 
Representative David 
DeHass, with the help of 
Buster Baxley, brought the 
Southern Professional Bull 
Riders tour to the Bill 
Osceola Rodeo Arena. 

Rain and mud did 
not stop the local Seminole 
bull riders from playing with 
the big boys. Roy Stewart, 
Jerome Davis, and Clinton 
Holt proved they could play 
just as hard. 

The three young 
cowboys finished their rides, 
staying on for the six seconds 
required for junior bulls. 
Performing before a semi- 
filled arena, the only differ- 
ence between these three 
young men and the pros were 
two seconds. 


Bubble Gum Bob 



Bubble Gum Bob amused 
the crowd with his rodeo 
jokes and a dummy of Bin 
Laden, who was picked up 
and tossed across the arena 
several times by an angry 
bull. 

The highlight 

came when Bob invited sev- 
eral children into the arena to 
help him dance to a Britney 
Spears tune. Huston Osceola, 
Nick DeHass, Lee Stewart, 
and Dillon and Eileen came 
out to shake their booties. 
Watching them get through 
the mud was more of a show 
then watching them dance, 
one little guy lost his shoes. 

flats off to our 

young Seminole cowboys, we 
will see them competing soon 
in the PBR. 


4-H Piglets Arrive 


By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — The 4-H piglets are 
here. In anticipation of their expected arrival, the 
Hollywood 4-H members have been busy clean- 
ing pens and installing feeders. 

The piglets were just as excited to meet 
their new owners, although they only get to 
bond for a few months. There was a lot of run- 
ning, chasing, and yelling (“that’s my hog!”) to 


be heard in the pens. 

The 4-H members selected their pigs by 
drawing numbers out of a hat, the lowest num- 
ber choosing first. After all of the piglets had 
been selected, the scene was pure love. All of 
the piglets now have names, a place to sleep, 
water and food. 

Good luck to all for a successful season 
and healthy hogs. 
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Revival Held In 
Big Cypress 

By Barbara Secody 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Baptist Church held a revival on the week of Oct. 
15-19, featuring Wayne Taryole (Creek) of Mt. 
Pleasant, OK. 

Taryole, former pastor of the First Indian 
Baptist Church of Albuquerque, NM, is known as 
a “soft-spoken Bible teacher.” He presents a word- 
to-word bible study that presents biblical solutions 
to today’s problems. 

In recovery for over 10 years, Taryole 
had a moving testimony that struck a chord with 
those who have struggled with the same tempta- 
tions. 

Taryole spent many years lost in his 
addiction. He left Oklahoma, and his family, and 
didn’t return for a long time. He found himself in 
Denver, CO, homeless and wandering the streets. 
He said that the entire time he was gone, his wife 
never stopped praying for him. She remained 
faithful to the Lord and prayed for his salvation. 

Taryole said one day he finally hit bot- 
tom: destitute, with only a quarter to his name. At 
that moment, he said that he felt the power of the 
Holy Spirit; and gave his life to God. He used the 
quarter to call his wife. 

Since that time, Taryole has faithfully 
served the Lord, speaking to other Native 
Americans who are lost in drugs or alcohol. 
Although Taryole is not a pulpit-pounding evan- 
gelist, he holds the listener’s attention by relying 
on the bible verses in the message to reach them. 

The four-day revival was well attended 
by the Big Cypress community and visitors from 
Hollywood, Brighton and Ft. Myers. The Battiest 
family provided music for the congregation 
throughout the week, an added treat for everyone 
who attended the revival. 





Wayne Taryole spoke at the Big Cypress revival. 
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OPEN 24 HOURS 
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• Patios & Bars 

• Native American Artifacts 

5791 S State Rd. 7 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 
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Anhinga Indian 
Trading Post 

5791 South State Road 7 (441) 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 

954-581-0416 
954-581-8411 
Fax: 954-316-5003 



New Airboat Trails Open In Big Cypress 


BIG CYPRESS 
NATIONAL PRESERVE — 

Superintendent John Donahue 
announced the addition of 6.4 
miles of designated airboat trail 
in Zone 4. With this addition, 
there are 53.8 total miles of air- 
boat-accessible trails in the Big 
Cypress National Preserve. 

Designated campsites 
along these trails have been 
cleared of thousands of pounds of 
debris left over from old camps. 
This debris, cleared by park staff, 
included a truck, 5 5 -gallon 
drums, bed frames, refrigerators, 
generators, sinks and toilets and 
other miscellaneous rusting 
refuse. 

In the Bear Island area 


of the Preserve, 2.5 miles of trail 
have been opened to complete a 
popular loop in the north part of 
the trail system. This loop is pop- 
ular with off-road vehicle enthu- 
siasts and bicyclists. 

The National Park 
Service continues to designate 
trails and clean up debris in the 
backcountry of the Preserve as 
part of its year-old Off Road 
Vehicle Management Plan. 

“These actions are in 
keeping with our mission to pre- 
serve the nation’s public lands 
while making them available for 
public enjoyment compatible with 
resource protection,” said Mr. 
Donahue, “It has been a reward- 
ing experience working with indi- 


vidual off-road vehicle users who 
have come forward and volun- 
teered their knowledge and 
expertise. These individuals have 
been very effective in determin- 
ing where trails should be locat- 
ed.” 

Further information 
about the use of off-road vehi- 
cles, including airboats, swamp 
buggies and all-terrain vehicles 
may be obtained by calling the 
visitor center at 941-695-4111, 
extension 0. Potential users of the 
Preserve are reminded that they 
are responsible for knowing the 
rules and regulations of the area 
prior to entering the backcountry. 




License 

Problems? 


We Can Help 


Suspended 


License 


Revoked 


License 


Traffic Ticket 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 



OBSTETRICS GYNECOLOGY INFERTILITY 


961-8303 431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 1701 NW 123rd Ave 
Suite 250, Hollywood Pembroke Pines 


Dr. Siudmak 


» Family Planning 
• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 
> Ultrasounds In 


Office 


> Laser & Microsurgery 

* Gynecological Surgery 

> High Risk Pregnancy 

> Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 
Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


On Hollywood Blvd.& On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle Flamingo Rd. 

Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 
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Improving Telecommunications 
Services To Indian Country 


Your Money - Credit Cards 


A new report, released by the 
National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI), provides recommendations for 
bridging the technology gap in Indian 
Country. The report, “Connecting 
Indian Country: Tribally-Driven 
Telecommunications Policy,” is the 
result of a year-long effort to seek input 
from American Indian tribal leaders on 
how to best address technology and 
telecommunications policy in their 
communities. 

The report is part of the 
NCAI’s technology initiative, which 
also includes a Web-based digital 
divide clearinghouse, 
www.indiantech.org. The initiative is 
funded with support from AOL Time 


HOLLYWOOD — Known by 
the community as the Hot Meals build- 
ing, the Hollywood Senior Community 
Center provides more than just food. 
This Tribal and fed- 
erally funded pro- 
gram also provides 
senior citizens with 
activities, compan- 
ionship, transporta- 
tion, and other assis- 
tance. 

Hot meals 
for breakfast and 
lunch are served 
weekdays to any sen- 
ior. Meals-on- Wheels 
provides food for 
seniors unable, for 
health reasons, to 
come to the center. 

Transportation to 
the center is also provided. 

The Program Director for the 
Senior Center is Ronnie Doctor, who is 
assisted by Acting Manager, Mabel 
Osceola. 



Virginia Osceola 


Warner Foundation. 

“As this report illustrates, the 
‘Digital Divide’ is a real and powerful 
threat to many American communities,” 
said Kathy Bushkin, President of AOL 
Time Warner Foundation and Senior 
Vice President of AOL Time Warner. 
“The work of the National Congress of 
American Indians, including this report, 
is crucial to understanding the chal- 
lenges of creating digital opportunity in 
Indian Country. We’re proud to contin- 
ue to work with the NCAI toward that 
goal.” 

“Connecting Indian Country” 
can be downloaded at http://www. 
Indiantech.org. 


In addition, a Senior 
Committee oversees and provides input 
to the program. Marcellus Osceola, Sr. 
is President of the committee, whose 


members include Joe Dan Osceola, 
Mary Moore, and Mary P. Bowers. 

Virginia Osceola and Mabel 
Osceola coordinate all trips taken by 
the seniors and provide assistance to the 
travelers. 

Some of the activities at the 
center include a Tuesday night pool 
league, Thursday night movie or Bingo, 
and Wednesday traditional Seminole 
lunches. 

Linda Ormond is head cook. 
She is assisted by Joan Byfield. 
Transportation for the seniors is provid- 
ed by Becky Billie. Rhonda Jumper is 
the traditional cook on Wednesdays. 

Daniel Gopher washes dishes, 
empties trash, and performs general 
maintenance duties. 


By Ken Goosens 

Editor’s note. Ken Goosens 
works for the Tribe in Housing Finance 
and counsels Tribal citizens on loans and 
credit. This article is one of a series to 
help Tribal citizens manage their person- 
al finances. 

Credit cards are used by many 
people to pay their bills safely and conve- 
niently. But they are also one of the main 
ways people get into trouble financially. 
How to properly managing credit cards, 
then, is one of the essential lessons in per- 
sonal financial management. Here are the 
major rules to follow. 

1. Avoid credit cards with high 
costs. Never accept a credit card that 
has any of the following charges: 1) a fee 
just to apply for the card or process an 
application, 2) a 
monthly transac- 
tion fee for using 
it, 3) no grace 
period on new 
purchases, or 4) a 
security deposit. 

A credit 
card should give 
you at least 20 
days to pay off 
the charges with- 
out incurring any 
interest pay- 
ments. You 
should be 
charged interest 
only when you 
carry a balance 
and do not pay 
off the card in full. 

Also, be wary of credit cards that 
charge you an annual fee, since these 
make good sense only if the card has 
extraordinary benefits, such as generous 
credits toward airline travel. Read the 
details and fine print of any credit card 
offer before accepting it. 

2. Don’t borrow money on 
your credit card. Credit cards may be 
good ways to defer payment for a month 
but are poor ways to borrow money. The 
reason is that interest rates on credit cards 
are among the highest for loans - from 
10% to over 25%, with most around 20%. 
The interest charges on a credit card can 
eat you alive. 

The credit card trap works like 
this. You see, you want, you swipe, and 
it’s yours. Who needs cash or savings? 

The low payments initially required by 
the credit card hardly dent your finances. 

Before you realize what’s hap- 
pening, you have a $5,000 balance, and 
start to notice that as you keep the mini- 
mum payments, your balance hardly goes 
down. If you don’t start making larger 
payments, you could end up paying 
$10,000 in interest on top of the $5,000. 


Now you can’t find the money to pay off 
the credit card, and you are locked into a 
debt that will consume your income for 
years. 

The “home run” of credit card 
management is to always pay off the card 
in full every month, never carrying a bal- 
ance that becomes subject to interest pay- 
ments. This requires that you only make 
purchases on a credit card that you can 
pay off by the following month. 

3. Never loan your credit card 
to anyone else to use. This applies even 
to your family members. If you want to 
give money to others, give them a fixed 
amount in the form of cash or traveler’s 
checks. 

Be wary of giving another person 
the open-ended ability to run up a credit 
card in your name to the limit. At most, 


consider making a few select people 
authorized users of your credit card. 

4. Regularly monitor your 
credit cards to make sure they are nei- 
ther lost nor stolen and have no unau- 
thorized charges. Be very careful to put a 
card back in your wallet after you use it. 
Do not give your credit card account to 
anyone you do not know, especially over 
the telephone or Internet. 

As soon as you get a new bill 
listing all charges, check each charge to 
make sure you authorized it and report 
any disputed charges to your credit card 
company. 

Immediately cancel a card that is 
lost or stolen, switching to a new account. 

5. Limit the authorized users of 
your credit card to people living in your 
immediate household, and usually just 
to your spouse. The credit card company 
will issue a credit card on your account 
for someone you authorize, but you are 
responsible for all charges on the credit 
card. 

Once users become authorized, 
any charges made by them on the card are 
authorized. Spouses are most often 
authorized to use a credit card. 


Sometimes parents want their 
children to be authorized users who are 
away from home, such as in college, but 
children may not be responsible enough to 
trust with using or safeguarding credit 
cards. 

6. Never skip a payment on a 
credit card, never go over the credit 
limit, and never make required pay- 
ments late. Credit cards usually require a 
minimum payment each month of about 
2-3% of the balance. If you have any dif- 
ficulty paying your bills, always pay at 
least this minimum. Otherwise, you may 
very quickly destroy your credit and be 
subject to an avalanche of fees and inter- 
est charges. 

The typical fee is $29 per month 
for going over the limit as well as making 
a payment late. If you charge $550 on a 
credit card with a 
$500 limit and 
make the minimum 
payment of $15 
late, you are 
charged $58 in 
fees. So your new 
balance will grow 
to $593 plus inter- 
est, digging you 
ever deeper into 
debt as each month 
adds new fees plus 
interest on not just 
the original pur- 
chases, but new 
interest charges on 
both the unpaid 
fees and the unpaid 
interest. 

7. Don’t pay for credit card 
“protection”. You will be bombarded 
with offers from your credit card company 
for credit card insurance whose cost is 
high and whose value is limited. Federal 
law already limits your liability for unau- 
thorized use and these policies usually 
only pay the minimum on an account with 
a balance. 

8. Avoid offers of new services 
tied to automatically charging your 
credit card, like travel clubs, shopping 
discounts, or accident insurance, even if 
they give you “free” trial periods, 
money back guarantees, and coupons 
good for savings. These services are usu- 
ally marketed by telephone. In general, 
don’t authorize anybody to charge your 
credit card while you “review” an offer. 
Tell any marketing person you won’t 
authorize any charges to be made on your 
credit card until after you have reviewed 
written details. 

If they insist that you now 
authorize them to charge your card unless 
you cancel within a prescribed time, 
refuse the offer. 


Hollywood Senior Community Center 



Mabel, Ronnie, Linda, Joan and Becky 
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KidCa re 

Free or Low Cost Health 
Insurance for Kids 


For kids , it's great health insurance. 
For parents, it's one less worry. 


Children who are members 
of federally recognized American 
Indian or Native Alaskan tribes may 
be eligible for free health insurance. 

Call 1-888-352-5437 (ext. 6160) for more 
information and to request an application. 
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Who is your child's best friend? What docs your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does you 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800.788.2800. 


Co mm u mention. The Anti-Drug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
tow. T lican ridrug.com 
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26th Annual Indian National Finals Rodeo 


By Libby Blake 

BILLINGS, MT — Marty Hebb 
rewrote history when he was crowned 
World Champion for the fifth time in 
Saddle Bronc Riding at the 26th Annual 
Indian National Finals Rodeo, held at 
MetraPark Arena on Oct. 25 - 28. Hebb, 
who hails from Eagle Butte, SD, success- 
fully scored on all four of his rides to top 
the Bronc Riding category with 290 
points. 

Brighton’s Justin Gopher fell six 
tenths of a second short in the fourth 
round of Bull Riding competition and fin- 
ished in fifth place - one short of the 
money. Gopher was one of two bull riders 
who entered the final go round with three 
successful rides. Bo Vocu of Peoria, AZ, 
who rides for the South West Indian 
Rodeo Association, was the other rider. 

He got a no score on his final ride and 
finished in sixth place. 


Brighton’s Jo Leigh Johns finished fifth in 
Ladies Breakaway Roping. 


Twelve-year-old sensation Tess 
Ducheneaux brought home an overall 
third place finish for the EIRA in Barrel 
Racing competition. Ducheneaux, who 
lives in Ocala, FL, took the fourth go in 
an impressive 14.20 seconds. This young 
lady showed the other riders that she will 
be a force to be reckoned with in the 
future. 

All-Around Cowboy honors went 
to Ed Holy an from Casa Grande, AZ. 
Holyan rides for the SWIRA. 

All-Around Cowgirl this year 
was Mandy Whitford from Browning, 

MT. Whitford represented the IRCA. 

Total scores for each event of 
those qualifying for the final go were as 
follows: 

Bareback: 

Name/Hometown/Association . 
Avg./scoring goes . Place 
Ernest Bitsoi/Steamboat Canyon, 
AZ/NNRCA, 281/4, 1; Clarence 
Gilham/Browning, MT/UIRA, 273/4, 2/3; 
Bryon Bmisedhead/Standoff,AB/UIRA, 


273/4, 2/3; Shawn 

Best/Omak, WA/W SIRA, 271/4, 4; Mike 
Brown/Browning,MT/WSIRA, 260/4; 
Wilfred Yazzie/Round Rock, AZ/NNRCA, 
241/4; Warren Many 

Greyhorse/Standoff,AB/IRCA, 157/4; Les 
Thomas/Crow Agency, MT/RMIRA, 

216/3; Roy Begody/Flagstaff,AZ/SWIRA, 
199/3; Allison Red Crow/IRC A, 199/3; 
Rob Wilson/WIREA, 123/2; Mike 
Murphy/SWIRA, 118/2. 

Calf Roping: 

Preston Williams/Casa 
Grande, AZ/GPIRA, 49.5/4, 1; Ed 
Holyan/Casa Grande, AZ/SWIRA, 52.2/4, 
2; Clinton Bruisedhead/Warm 
Springs, OR/WSIRA, 53.7/4, 3; Pace 
Bronch/Blackfoot,ID/RMIRA, 54.7/4, 4; 
Corbin Warren/Kansas, OK/ AIRAO, 
57.1/4; Allen 

Fisher/Ashland, MT/RMIRA, 59.1/4; 

Leroy Etsitty/Kayenta, AZ/SWIRA, 
65.2/4; Jay 

Crawler/Morley,AB/NANCA, 
45.4/3; Dustin Bird/Cut 
Bank, MT/UIRA, 30.8/3; Eric 
Watson/Box Elder, MT/GPIRA, 
41.1/3; Jack 

Carlile/Tahlequah, OK/ AIRAO, 
37.3/3; Garrison Begay/Keams 
Canyon, AZ/NNRCA, 36.2/3. 

Ladies Breakaway Roping: 

jg Brenna Winship/Hugo, OK/ AIRAO, 
| 12.9/4, 1; Katrina 
j Williams/Calgary, AB/WIREA, 
14.9/4, 2; Megan 
Lunak/Browning, MT/UIRA 
25.7/4, 3; Robbie 

Whitehair/Jamestown,NM/NNRCA, 
50.1/4, 4; Jo Leigh 
Johns/Okeechobee, FL/EIRA, 

53.7/4; April 
Pablo/ Crownpoint,NM/NNRC A, 70.3/4; 
Henny 

Bruisedhead/Standoff,AB/NANCA, 
22.2/3; Lea Belgrade/Fallon, NV, 24.3/3; 
Liana Tom/Warm Springs, OR/WSIRA, 
30.2/3; Cindy Jacobs/Pine 
Ridge, SD/GPIRA, 34.2/3; Bobbi Jo 
Warren/Kansas, OK/AIRAO, 18.9/2; 
Shanna Simon/Timber Lake, SD/GPIRA, 
19.4/2. 

Saddle Bronc Riding: 

Marty Hebb/Eagle Butte, SD/GPIRA, 
290/4, 1; Jarrett 

Monrow/Browning, MT/IRCA, 286/4, 2; 
Winslow Hall/Browning, MT/UIRA, 

257/4, 3; Ramos 

Benny/Fredonia, AZ/NNRCA, 211/3, 4; 
Benson Kee/Keams Canyon, AZ/NNRCA, 
138/2; Jason 

Lawrence/Ashland, MT/RMIRA, 134/2; 
Jason Rabbit/Ponoka,AB/NANCA, 133/2; 
Phillip Whiteman Jr./Lame 
Deer, MT/RMIRA, 126/2; Jake 
Caldwell/Fort Hall,ID/AIRAO, 126/2; 
Bryon Bruisedhead/Standoff, AB/IRCA, 



123/2; Shawn Best/Omak, WA/WSIRA, 

69/1; Ron 

Thomas/Kamloops, BC/WIREA, 68/1. 

Steer Wrestling: 

Ed Holyan/Casa Grande, AZ/SWIRA, 

29.3/4, 1; Ron 

Johnson/Browning, MT/UIRA, 83.6/4, 2; 

Dan Connelly/Browning, MT/WSIRA, 

15.0/3, 3; David 

Shade/Standoff, AB/IRCA, 22.0/3, 4; 

Wright Bruisedhead/Calgary,AB/NANCA, 
22.2/3; Spike Guardipee/Cut 
Bank, MT/UIRA, 22.7/3; Robbie 
Chalfant/Okeechobee, FL/EIRA, 23 .4/3 ; | 

Shane Littlebear/NANCA, 25. 1/3; Dallas * 
Young Pine/Standoff, AB/IRCA, 27.4/3 ; J 

Josh Anderson/Okmulgee, OK/ AIRAO, 
29.4/3; Robert Tom/Pinon, AZ/NNRCA, 
12.3/2; Ty Birdinground/Lodge 
Grass, MT/RMIRA, 16.4/2. 

Team Roping: 

Dustin Bird/Sam Bird/UIRA, 27.7/4, 1; 

Pace Broncho/Leo Ramone/RMIRA, 

31.7/4, 2; Dick Powell/Boyd 
Wesley/NANCA, 39.0/4, 3; Art 
Sells/Reggie Sells/NNRCA, 44.8/4, 4; Jim 
Cole/Ted Hoyt/UIRA, 52.0/4; Joel 
Maker/Corbin Warren/ AIRAO, 64.3/4; 
Alfonso Begay/Elrid Tohe/SWIRA, 

79.0/4; Scott Dailey/Howard 
Edmundson/ AIRAO, 17.6/3; Garrett 
Benjamin/Troy Crawler/IRCA, 37.5/3; 

Justin Tom/Darrell Watson/WSIRA, 

42.5/3; Lucius Sells/Marco Sells/NNRCA, 
44.5/3; Adale Driggers/Marty 
Johns/EIRA, 25.8/2. 

Ladies Barrel Racing: 

Mandy Whitford/Browning, MT/IRCA, 
56.58, 1; Jennifer 

Weaver/Vinita, OK/AIRAO, 57.40, 2; Tess 
Ducheneaux/Ocala, FL/EIRA, 57.54, 3; 

Carol Louis/Ponoka,AB/PIRA, 58.32, 4; 
Leeja Bitsoi/Gallup,NM/SWIRA, 58.48; 
Chantel Williams/WIREA, 58.54; Brandy 
Brough/Mandaree, SD/GPIRA, 58.59; 

Janie Marchand/WIREA, 58.84; Sunni 
Rae Dixon/Morley,AB/PIRA, 59.45; Anna 
Jackson/Fort Hall,ID/RMIRA, 61.15; 

Pablita Cohoe/Pinehill,NM/NNRCA, 

66.25; Yvette Vega/Charlo, MT/UIRA, 

67.77. 

Bull Riding: 

Cordell Segay/Window Rock, AZ/SWIRA, 
219/3, 1; Morgan 

Wilson/Phoenix, AZ/NNRCA, 208/3, 2; 
Tibbs Washakie/Fort 
Washakie, WY/RMIRA, 207/3, 3; Smiley 
Sierra/Kyle, SD/GPIRA, 205/3, 4; Justin 
Gopher/Okeechobee, FL/EIRA, 204/3; Bo 
Vocu/Peoria, AZ/SWIRA, 200/3; Julius 
Begay/Shiprock,NM/NNRCA, 140/2; 

Gabe Gropper/Long Valley, SD/GPIRA, 
135/2; Doug Fish/Harah,OK/EIRA, 124/2; 
David Alexander/Merritt, BC/WIREA, 

72/1; Greg Louis/Browning, MT/UIRA, 

70/1; Jarrett Monroe/UIRA, 68/1. 



Arizona cowboys swept the top two places in the INFR calf roping event. 



. . . and America is at war. 


Blue Star Banners are bock. 
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If You re I 
Trouble . . . 


License Problems 
Suspended 
License 

Revoked License 
Traffic Tickets 
DU I 

Nursing Home 
Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 

Staff Negligence 


The Law Offic 


of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


ULTIMATE 

TRAVEL & 

ENTERTAIN - 



Life is too shor 
to sit in the back 

We offer up-fror 
seating for: 

Concerts 


❖ 


Theatre 


❖ 


Sports 




Local & 
Nationwide 
events 


Upcoming Events: 

❖ N Syn& 

❖ Live> 

❖ Ozzy Osbournh 
❖ Aerosmitft 

❖ Buzz Bake Sa£le 

❖ Holiday Doo Wi&p 

❖ Brian McNight 

❖ Britney Spears 

❖ Ringling Bros Ci 


❖ David Copperf£<e. 
❖ WWF Wrestling 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-8495 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Paula’s Furniture 


We Specialize In 
Log Beds 
Rustic Furniture 
Drum Coffee Tables 


413 S.W. Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 34974 
941-357-6700 


Everything for your country home 
Also saving you money 

ON YOUR NOT SO COUNTRY HOME 


Mention you saw this ad 

AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT 
We Deliver 





Tribal Dividends Accepted 

24 Hrs.* Speedy Release* Professional Service If*" 1 


Tel: 954, 583,9119 3232 W. Broward Blvd Fort Lauderdale, FI, 33312 


Health Comer ❖ Chaneege enchoge ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 

Tips For Diabetics During The Holidays 


T he holidays are almost upon us. Most people 
look at this time of the year as a time to cele- 
brate with family or friends and a chance to 
relax and take in the festivities. 

For a diabetic, it is a time to be careful to 
not get too relaxed in regards to exercise, eating and 
monitoring blood sugar. The holidays should be 
viewed as time to exercise self-control and keep to 
the diabetic regimen important to a healthy life. 

Sure, you may be tempted to eat a second 
helping of mashed potatoes and gravy, or even a sec- 
ond helping of hot buttered rolls. Some will be 
tempted to have a slice of pumpkin pie with whipped 
cream topping and a sip of punch made for the festiv- 
ities. 

However, if you are not careful, you can end 
up with five pounds of trouble and high sugar read- 
ings you will have to fight to get under control. In 
this segment, Jeanne Hatfield gives helpful tips for 
maintaining a healthy diabetic lifestyle. 

Even if you think you deserve a break from 
the diabetic regimen, there are alternatives to eating 
items viewed as taboo. Sugar- free items are appear- 
ing all over the place in record numbers. But remem- 
ber to use self-control when eating these items, noth- 
ing is totally fat or sugar-free, unless it’s water. 

Read some more about how you can ensure 
a healthy and guilt-free holiday. Remember a healthy 
life depends on what you do and do not put into your 
body. 

Diabetes Control during the Holidays 

To control diabetes, a person must balance 
food, activity and medication. This is true during the 
holidays as well. Having diabetes doesn’t mean a 
person has to give up the pleasures of holiday eating, 
it means that he or she has to be more aware of “hid- 
den” calories and plan for events that involve food. 

A person with diabetes can eat in modera- 
tion and still enjoy the foods of the season, but meal 
planning is necessary for good control. Fitting tradi- 
tional holiday foods into the diabetic diet, as well as 
maintaining the usual meal times, is important to a 
person taking insulin. 

It may be as simple as exchanging the meal- 
time for a snack time if the holiday meal is in the 
mid-afternoon. Ask the Health Educator or 
Nutritionist at the clinic for helpful ideas. 

Weight gain during the holidays is a com- 
mon problem. Many people gain 5 to 1 0 pounds dur- 
ing the season. It is especially important for the per- 
son with diabetes to maintain a healthy weight. 

To avoid those extra pounds, people should 
consider not only the type of foods that they are eat- 
ing, but also the amount they consume. It is a good 
time for the person with diabetes to refresh his or her 
memory on actual portion sizes. 

Serve the plate only once and skip grazing 
at the buffet table. These little changes will help keep 
weight, as well as blood sugar, under control. 

Remaining physically active during the holi- 
days is good for everyone, especially the person with 
diabetes. The hustle, bustle and stress of the holidays 
can often distract people from their exercise routines. 

Remembering that physical activity not only 
helps control blood sugar but also relieves stress, 
lowers blood pressure, and improves sleep may be 
just the motivation needed to remain active. 

Include physical activity in daily living, 
such as taking the stairs rather than the elevator or 
escalator, and parking as far as possible from the 
building entrance. Another idea is to take a family 
walk after that holiday meal. 


Remember to balance meals, activity and 
medication, and take all medications during the holi- 
days. Keeping to a schedule will contribute to a 
healthy and happy holiday. 

Following these simple steps will help in 
maintaining control of your diabetes: 

Plan ahead Think about what you want to 
eat and how the carbohydrates and calories fit into 
your meal plan. Call ahead and ask what will be 
served and develop a personal menu for yourself. 

Eat something before you go Have some 
vegetables, a salad or a light snack before you go, so 
you won’t be tempted to overeat when you get there. 

Keep your perspective Don’t beat yourself 
up if you don’t meet your goals. Simply, adjust your 
eating habits at the next event and/or plan time to be 
more active. 

Portion control Try selecting one serving of 
a few items that are low in fat, sugar and salt. 

Use substitutes Substitution can cut down 
on calories and fat in your favorite holiday recipes. 
Try using chicken broth and skim milk instead of 
butter, egg whites instead of the whole egg or replace 
mayonnaise with non-fat yogurt. 

Meat and. . . The best part of the holiday 
meal is the main dish. Remember that turkey con- 
tains fewer calories per ounce than ham, and white 
meat is lower in fat than dark meat. Also, remove the 
skin from your chicken or turkey to get rid of the 
extra fat. 

For a fresh idea, try serving pork loin roast 
or seafood. Both selections are low in fat and a nice 
alternative to the traditional holiday meal. 

. . .Potatoes Mashed potatoes are a holiday 
favorite, but, beware, they are often loaded with fat 
and calories. Try making them with water, skim milk, 
olive oil, garlic, and less butter. Or, substitute them 
with another favorite potato-baked. 

Vegetables Veggies, of course, make healthy 
appetizers. Try asparagus, beets, fennel, turnips or 
Brussels sprouts as a new taste treat. 

What about dessert! Enjoy your favorite 
dessert this season, but remember to indulge in mod- 
eration. Watch out for pecan pie! One slice of pecan 
pie has the same number of calories as two pieces of 
apple pie. 

Here is a way to make FRY BREAD 
healthier: Ingredients: 2 cups whole-wheat flour, 
2cups white flour, 4 tablespoons baking powder, 1 
teaspoon salt, l A cup vegetable oil, 1 cup warm water 

To make it: Mix together whole-wheat flour, 
white flour, baking powder and salt. Add vegetable 
oil a little at a time, only enough to make the mixture 
look like corn meal Slowly add 1 cup warm water, 
only adding enough to make dough stick together 
Roll into fist-sized balls. Cover the bowl with a towel 
for about 10 minutes. Pat dough out with your hands 
to the size of large pancakes. Fry in hot vegetable oil 
until golden brown on both sides (about 375 
degrees). 

The Health Department would like to 
remind you that we have a monthly “Diabetic Day”. 

It is held on the second Wednesday of each month. 

Diabetics get their Blood Sugar tested and 
then enjoy a healthy lesson and breakfast. If you 
have any questions about Diabetic Day, please call 
Jeanne Hatfield at (954)965-1300 extension 111. We 
hope to see you there! 

— Alexandra Frank and Jeanne Hatfield 
Nutrition Educator. 




united we stand 







ATTENTION INDIAN COUNTRY 
BALLOTS FOR THE USDA’S COUNTY OFFICE COMMITTEE 
ELECTIONS WILL BE MAILED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 21, 
2001 AND MUST BE RETURNED BY DECEMBER 3, 2001. 

The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is conducting its annual election for seats on their county com- 
mittees. These committees perform an extremely important role in programs and services of the FSA to 
land owners and agricultural producers in your county. USDA programs, such as farmer loans, price sup- 
port loans, land conservation programs, disaster programs, incentive and indemnity payments, and other 
programs and services are overseen by these local committees. 

If you are a member of a Federally Recognized Tribe with Trust property, then you should receive a ballot 
by November 21, 2001. In the event that you have not received a ballot, please contact your local USDA 
office. 

Nominations for seats on the FSA County Committee will open beginning August 1, 2001 and will close 
on October 29, 2001 . The term of office for newly elected positions is 3 years. 

PLEASE FOLLOW ALL LABELED INSTRUCTIONS 
ON THE BALLOT TO INSURE YOUR VOTE COUNIS! 

If you are an American Indian and have been nominated to the FSA 
County Office Committee, please contact the NTDA office at (406) 395-4095 
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West Nile Virus Alert 

Health officials at the Broward County Health 
Department announced today that Broward County is now on 
medical “alert” status for West Nile Virus. This comes following 
positive lab results for West Nile Virus for both a bird and a 
horse. 

Following these precautions prevents all types of mosqui- 
to-borne encephalitis (ex: St. Louis Encephalitis, Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis) found in Florida. 

Avoid outdoor activities at dusk and dawn when mosqui- 
toes are likely to be looking for blood meals; If you must be out- 
doors when mosquitoes are active, cover up by wearing shoes, 
socks, long pants and long-sleeved shirts; Use mosquito repellant 
containing DEET according to manufacturers’ directions; and 
eliminate stagnant water in any receptacles in which mosquitoes 
might breed. For more information call 1-888-880-5782, website 
at MyFlorida.com or 

http://www.doh.state.fl.us/disease_ctrl/epi/htopics/arbo/index.htm. 


Health Notice 


Join Team Diabetes 
Disney marathon Group! ! 

It’s not too late to run 
with Mickey and all his friends!! 

Other destinations 
include Rome, Italy in March 
2002, Kona, Hawaii in June 
2002. 

As a Team Diabetes 
member you will be part of an 
elite group of people pulling 
together for a shared goal - to 
FIND A CURE! 

Grab a friend, find a 
phone and take your first step! 
Don’t wait! Call and join the 
team! 954-772-8040. 


Anthrax: All You Need To Know 


m 


visorv 


Mailed from a 
Foreign Country 

No Return Address | “ ExcessKe Pos,a 8 e 

Restrictive Markings 


r 


If you receive a suspicious 
letter or package 

SPECIAL 

What should you 


i 


i Handle with care 
Don't shake or bump 


p Isolate and look 
^ for indicators 


3 


;> Don't Open, Smell 
or Taste 


I Treat it as Suspect! 
Call 911 



Misspelled Words 
Addressed to Title Only 
or Incorrect Title 
Badly typed or written 

Protruding Wires 

Lopsided or Uneven 

Rigid or Bulky 


Oily Stains. 

Discolorations, 
or Crystalization on Wrapper 


Strange Odor 
Wrong Title with Name 


Excessive Tape or String 


If parcel is open and/or a threat is identified. 


For a Bomb 

Evacuate Immediately 
Call 91 1 (Police) 
Contact local FBI 



For Radiological 

Limit Exposure - Don't Handle 
Distance (Evacuate area) 
Shield yourself from object 
Call 91 1 (Police) 

Contact local FBI 


For Biological or Chemical 

Isolate - Don't Handle 
Call 911 (Police) 

Wash your hands with soap and warm water 
Contact local FBI 


Police Department 
Fire Department 
Local FBI Office 

(Ask for the Duty Agent, Special Agent Bomb Technician, or Weapons of Mass Destruction Coordinator) 
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By Lisa Allen ARNP 

Anthrax is a bac- 
teria, which is in the form 
of a spore, a small round 
particle usually in the 
form of a powder. The 
bacteria can infect a per- 
son in three different 
ways, through the skin 
(cutaneous), by breathing 
in the spore (respiratory), 
or be eating infected meat 
(gastronintestinal). In the 
United States we have 
recently had to be con- 
cerned by both the respira- 
tory infection and the skin 
infection. There is not 
known to be any infected 
sources of meat in the 
United States. 

What symptoms do you 
get from the infection? 

If the spores are breathed 
in a person develops a 
very bad cold and flu 
symptoms and fever. The 
symptoms then get worse 
leading to severe problems 
breathing and shock. This 
is the worse type of 
anthrax, but if caught 
early can be cured with 
antibiotics. 

If the spores enter 
the skin a person develops 
sores usually on their 
hands or arms. The sores 
then develop a dark color 
or black scabbed area in 
the center and do not heal. 

This form of anthrax is 
very curable with antibi- 
otics. 

If you are having any of 
the above symptoms please 
contact your clinic for an exam, advice and treatment. 

How is anthrax spread? 

Anthrax is spread only by coming into contact with 
the spores. The disease is not spread from person to 
person or by coughing. 

Is there a vaccine for anthrax? 

There is no vaccine available for the general public. 
The only people currently being vaccinated are mili- 
tary personnel. 

How to protect yourself from anthrax? 

The way people have been contracting anthrax is 
from the spores in the form of a powder being 
mailed. The most important thing is to check your 
mail carefully. 

Look for envelopes or packages which do 
not look your regular mail, such as no return address 
or messy handwriting. 

Check to make sure the piece of mail has a 
return address, which is from someone you know or a 
bill you have gotten in the past. 

Do not open the package if it feels like there is pow- 
der inside or has any wires or anything odd sticking 
out. 

Do not open the package if it is stained, 
smells funny or has a lot of tape on the outside. 


At this time the United States Postal Service does not 
recommend putting your mail in the microwave or 
ironing it to kill the bacteria, as the time required to 
kill the bacteria is not known. 

What to do if you have a suspicious piece of mail? 

If you have touched the item put it down. 
Slip the piece of mail into a plastic bag or if you 
don’t have one cover it with something, then wash 
your hands with soap and water. 

If anyone else in your home has touched the 
mail have them also wash their hands. 

If you have opened the mail and powder has spilled 
out, do not clean up the powder. 

Call your local Seminole Police Department: 
Hollywood 954-967-8900, Big Cypress 863-983- 
2285, Immokalee 941-657-3659, Brighton 863-763- 
5731, Tampa 813-626-3628. 

Put all of your clothing also into a plastic 
bag for the investigators and take a shower with soap 
and water as soon as you are able. 

Contributing to this article is information 
from the Centers for Disease Control and the United 
States Postal Service. 


Brighton Education News 

Reminder!! Parent Advisory Committee 
meets on the first Tuesday of every month. At our last 
meeting, we elected officers for this school year. 

They are: President- Lorene Gopher; Vice President- 
Alice Sweat; Secretary- Dallas Nunez; and Treasurer- 
Diane Smith 

Members of Education Advisory & Higher 
Education Committees are Lorene Gopher, Nancy 
Shore and Dallas Nunez. 



Are you prepared for college? 

Looking for financial assistance? 

You may qualify for the Gates Millennium 
Scholars Scholarship. 

Eligible Nominees 

High School Seniors 
GED Recipients 
Incoming College Freshmen 

To obtain information on the Gates Millennium Scholars Scholarship visit www.gmsp.org. 

Enhancing The Lives Of Our Future Leaders 

The American Indian Graduate Center Scholars (AIGCS) based in Albuquerque, NM., is 
now a partner with the United Negro College Fund in administering the Gates Millennium 
Scholars Scholarship, AIGCS is dedicated to the futures and education of Native American 
scholars by providing scholarships and other assistance. The mission of AIGCS is to build 
strong, healthy self-reliant American Indian and Alaskan Native communities. 

Deadline is February 1, 2002. For more information call: 505-884-7007. 



My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear 


Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
kiwwfi the impnrtantie of Keeping The <i1ory 
alive. He is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he is helping lo 
preserve 1h e rich r-uliure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. He knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make- sure that the 
rrarftiion is dentin ued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the lids, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building e museum in Washington, D.C.. 
next to the U.5. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 
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Help Keep Ihe Sloriee Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum ol the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington, D.C. 20026 
Call reeky: (2(£} 357-3 1G4 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 
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Happy Birthday • Nehtege Hinchkek tahongah • Ehetsketv Nettv Afacketv 


Joe Henry Tiger Nov. 20 
Joe Osceola, Sr. Nov. 10 
Dan Charlie Osceola Sr. Nov. 25 
Laura Mae Osceola Nov. 13 
Mary Jane Storm Nov. 17 
Peggy Stivers Nov. 7 
Priscilla Doctor Sayen Nov. 24 
Elsie Tommie Lara Nov. 12 
Henry Samuel Nelson, Jr. Nov. 29 
Paul Bowers, Sr. Nov. 7 
Pilot Billie Nov. 9 

Andrew Jackson Bowers, Jr. Nov. 10 

Jennie Mae Shore Nov. 12 

Irene Tommie Nov. 17 

Mary Bowers Nov. 2 

Peggy Jennie Cubis Nov. 12 

Texas Billie Nov. 2 

Wanda Joyce Zepeda Nov. 12 

Mary Jane Willie Nov. 15 

Jacob Osceola, Sr. Nov. 26 

Joe Osceola, Jr. Nov. 27 

Wallace Tommie Nov. 9 

Lucille Jumper Nov. 19 

Agnes Billie Motlow Nov. 6 

Joe Paul Billie, Jr. Nov. 17 

Ruscilla Virginia Tiger Nov. 3 

Patty Jones Waldron Nov. 1 1 

Elijah Roger Cypress Nov. 19 

Norman Johns Nov. 22 

Barnabas Tommie Nov. 3 

Philip Jumper Nov. 26 

Beulah Lynn Gopher Nov. 21 

Tamecia (Clarence) Motlow Nov. 7 

Vincent Jimmie Nov. 22 

Victor Johns Nov. 23 

Mary Lou Cypress Nov. 7 

Larry Osceola Nov. 10 

N orita Christine Y zaguirre Nov. 16 

Delia Marlene Smith Nov. 12 

Betty Faith Jones Nov. 25 

John J. Madrigal Nov. 4 

Chris Allen Sanchez, Sr. Nov. 9 

Sarah Marrero McDonald Nov. 26 

Roberta Lynn Gopher Nov. 3 

Jane Barbara Stockton Nov. 3 

Chestnut Jackson Buster Nov. 7 

Loretta Ann Peterson Nov. 7 

Duane Richard Osceola Nov. 1 8 

Curtis Cory Osceola Nov. 21 

Margaret Wilcox Nov. 21 

Nadine Snow Tommy Nov. 23 

Regina Jo Cypress Nov. 1 

Cecelia Tigertail Nov. 3 

Gustavus Adolphus Baker, IV, Nov. 16 

Salina Nora Dorgan Nov. 1 6 

Efrain Marrero, Jr. Nov. 17 

Denise Billie Nov. 6 

Linda Faye Jones Nov. 1 1 

Marilyn Smith Doney Nov. 16 

James Barnett Madrigal Nov. 16 

Herbert Rainey Jim Nov. 17 

David Ingraham Billy Nov. 18 

James Henry Nov. 21 

Jerry Lee Balentine Nov. 22 

Gale Boone Nov. 1 1 

Paula Ann Harjo Nov. 3 

Charlie Osceola, Jr. Nov. 4 

Allen Colon Nov. 14 

Rita Sue Billie Nov. 19 

Leoda Poole Nov. 29 

Virginia Ann Billie Nov. 3 

Dionne N. Smedly Nov. 3 

Angelo Daniel Osceola Nov. 5 

Roy Garza, Sr. Nov. 9 

Gladys Guzman Nov. 10 

Brenda Lee Henry Nov. 23 

Burton Lee Harjo Nov. 26 

Larry Osceola Nov. 16 

Donna Cypress Nov. 19 

Douglas McKinley Osceola Nov. 19 

Rafael Sanchez, Sr. Nov. 21 

Cynthia Marianne Tommie Nov. 27 

Theresa Ann Nunez Nov. 1 

Louvella Eunice Yates Nov. 8 

Bobby Osceola Nov. 26 

Stephanie Mamie Garcia Nov. 29 

Ike Travis Harjo Nov. 23 

Linda Ann Daum Nov. 2 

Rinella M. Bailey Nov. 14 

Anson Paul Randall Nov. 19 

Tonia Ann Cypress Nov. 12 

Jennifer Ann Jim Nov. 15 

Rose Lee Jim Nov. 15 

Angie Cypress Nov. 30 

Emma Vemice Johns Nov. 7 

Brandon F rank Nov. 16 

Imahaggi Tiger Nov. 18 

Nicodemus Leon Billie, Jr. Nov. 6 

Yvonne Mary Jumper Nov. 6 

Ira Billy Buster Nov. 7 

Neka Lynn Garcia Nov. 7 

Charlotte Ursula Billie Nov. 1 1 

Tammy Lee Billie Nov. 18 

O’Hara Marcellus Tommie Nov. 23 

Charles Anthony Osceola Nov. 24 

Andre David Neil Jumper Nov. 30 

Manuel Dwight Tiger Nov. 2 

Windy Carla Baxley Nov. 24 

John Franklin Robbins Nov. 28 

Ivan Jared Billie Nov. 8 

Melinda Carla Jimmie Nov. 19 

Jody Tigertail Bert Nov. 20 

Gail Lynn Cypress Nov. 21 


Kaniah Lou Jim Nov. 7 
Cleofas Steven Yzaguirre Nov. 9 
Matthew Paul Osceola Nov. 1 1 
Anthony Lee Cavallo Nov. 13 
Charlie Scott Osceola Nov. 20 
Lila Jean Osceola Nov. 21 
Seth Adam Billie Nov. 10 
Maggie Mary Frank Nov. 12 
Eugene Myron Cypress Nov. 13 
Shavonta Javoy Timothy Nov. 18 
Daisy Marie Tiger Nov. 23 
Summer Leigh Anne Tiger Nov. 10 
Roger B. Jumper Nov. 16 
Patricia Lu Gore Nov. 18 
Alvin Buster, Jr. Nov. 26 
Dennis Osceola Whitaker Nov. 3 
Leon Brandon Micco Nov. 5 
Pedro Osceola Zepeda Nov. 7 
Rita Rhea Otero Nov. 26 
Matthew Jason Billie Nov. 10 
Michael Derek Gentry Nov. 15 
Kyla Jae Billie Nov. 20 
Brett Archer Andrew Green Nov. 24 
Tabitha Elizabeth Marrero Nov. 29 
Naomi Leah Brack Nov. 4 
Christina Y zaguirre Nov. 13 
Sherrie Lynn Jones Nov. 26 
Heath Cody Bert Nov. 28 
Petties Corey Osceola, III, Nov. 4 
Karen Marie Bishop Nov. 5 
Sharon Lynn Bishop Nov. 6 
Raymond John Garza, Sr. Nov. 6 
Pauline Willie Billie Nov. 8 
Jackson E. Billie Nov. 12 
Mitchell Roy Primeaux, Jr. Nov. 27 
Brittany Tatum Ye seas Nov. 29 
Alona Lee Driggers Nov. 30 
Bernard John Robenstein, Jr. Nov. 2 
Gabriel Jamal Stockton Nov. 17 
Adam Jimmy Macelroy Nov. 19 
Johnny Jones, Jr. Nov. 25 
Alesha Raye Tiger Nov. 30 
Jerome Davis, Jr. Nov. 8 
Rollie Gilliam, III Nov. 10 
Steven Anthony Jones Nov. 12 
Gregory Michael Jumper Nov. 19 
Michael Amedea Dicarlo Nov. 24 
Marlys Primeaux Nov. 26 
Mia Pilar King Nov. 6 
Santa Fe Hall Nov. 8 
Randi Joy Kittle Nov. 9 
Kaylynn Denise Pewo Nov. 9 
Codene Shine Jumper Nov. 10 
Efrain Marrero, III, Nov. 23 
Shelby Ryanne Osceola Nov. 24 
Klaressa Nicole Osceola Nov. 27 
Lindsay Byrd Sauls Nov. 7 
Marty Maurice Tommie, Jr. Nov. 8 
Dawna Lorraine Cypress Nov. 10 
Nelson Lee Macelroy Nov. 10 
Travis Rory Billie Nov. 14 
Courtney Leanne Motlow Nov. 22 
Rafael Sanchez, Jr. Nov. 28 
Lee Charles Stewart Nov. 29 
Roy Charles Stewart Nov. 2 
Randel Adrian Osceola Nov. 1 1 
Cheyenne Shaye Mclnturff Nov. 21 
Patrick Sterling Osceola Nov. 30 
Mario Marc Osceola Nov. 9 
Noemi Gennie Billie Nov. 17 
Cordey D Jumper Nov. 21 
Megan Taylor Bettelyoun Nov. 23 
Myra Nickole Bettelyoun Nov. 23 


The Dick Webber Center is kick- 
ing off their 2001 Holiday Food & Toy 
Drive in Palm Beach and Broward 
Counties. Local businesses are helping 
support the drive by collecting donations 
from the community. 

Proceeds will benefit the 
Center’s neediest clients, which accounts 
for more than half of the families served. 
The Center serves over 2,000 families 
annually and works to prevent child abuse 


November 15 is celebrated 
across the nation as America Recycles 
Day to educate citizens about the benefits 
of recycling and buying recycled-content 
products. 

America Recycles Day 2001 is 
being celebrated in Broward County with 
the following activities. 

Home Depot Recycling Extravaganzas: 
Thursday, November 15, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. The following locations will 
provide you with information, free prizes, 
displays and a chance to win local and 
national prizes: Sunrise - 2901 N. 
University Drive, Deerfield Beach - 60 
SW 12 Avenue, Oakland Park - 1701 W. 
Oakland Park Blvd., Davie - 15885 Point 
West Drive, and Hollywood - 1951 S. S. 
Road 7. 


Chelsea May Bradford Nov. 4 
Michael Jeffery Shaffer, II Nov. 9 
Robin Lynn Landin Nov. 10 
Corey Alexander Smith Nov. 19 
Justin Garza Nov. 24 
Malcolm Pierce Lacey, Jr. Nov. 24 
Bionca Antonia Acosta Nov. 7 
Victoria Virginia Lacey Nov. 9 
Kasandra Lashawn Baker Nov. 12 
Taylor Michelle Boone Nov. 14 
Dannee Gene Billie Nov. 17 
Audrey Brooke Osceola Nov. 17 
Starz Faith Sanchez Nov. 23 
Austin Blake Fisher Nov. 26 
Kira Marie Cypress Nov. 27 
Danni Jae Tommie Nov. 1 
Amelia Danelle Nunez Nov. 2 
Matthew Alan DeHass Nov. 9 
Marshall Tommie Nov. 11 
Phillip Eric Jones Nov. 15 
Desiree Lynn Billie Nov. 17 
Lorelei Tommie Nov. 17 
Jordan Given Baker Nov. 24 
Katinna Kodi Jumper Nov. 9 
Luis Antonio Escobar, Jr. Nov. 11 
Susie Dixie Ruth Ann Jim Nov. 13 
Andre Daugomah Landin Nov. 16 
Larissa Rene Cortez Nov. 26 
Jack Mason Osceola Nov. 30 
Alexis Dyann Gopher Nov. 2 
Ashton Nicole Beer Nov. 7 
Rayven Sande Smith Nov. 7 
Deveon Scott Jones Nov. 8 
Nicholas Smith Nov. 16 
Hannah Marie Kippenberger Nov. 25 
Robert Johnson Fudge, Jr. Nov. 13 
Cheyenne Blake Nunez Nov. 14 
Kyle Alvarado Nov. 18 
Leisset Maria Yatoche Baker Nov. 21 
Corinne Elizabeth Zepeda Nov. 24 
Corbin Rolan Billie Nov. 5 
Kenny Joe Davis, Jr. Nov. 7 
Mardravious D’Angelo Tommie Nov. 9 
Matthew Ryan Billie Nov. 10 
Kiara Ashley Pichardo Nov. 10 
Nicholas Osceola Zepeda Nov. 16 
Amber Alvarado Nov. 19 
Kyreil Kaa Josh Nov. 19 
Brevon Leo Cypress Nov. 20 
Aurelia Ann Osceola- Brady Nov. 20 
Di-toy-yo Henson Billie Nov. 21 
Billy Lestes Walker, Jr. Nov. 21 
Curtis Kent Osceola Jr. Nov. 23 
Ivan Jared Billie, Jr. Nov. 25 
Tyler Noah Bilodeau Nov. 7 
Edgerrin James Billie Nov. 8 
John Rhodes McKinle Osceola Nov. 9 
Reed Sammie Gopher Nov. 15 
Krystal Marie Toneges Nov. 25 
Issac Emilio Urbina Nov. 29 
Asiana Briana Billie Nov. 30 
Grant Lee Osceola Nov. 1 
Zoey Shae’ree Osceola Puente Nov. 2 
Matthew Paul Osceola, Jr. Nov. 3 
Sheldon Lee Garcia Nov. 6 
Michael Aaron Haught Nov. 9 
Keely Shaye Billie Nov. 13 
Neo Tristin Motlow Nov. 14 
Satie Roze Rico Nov. 14 
Chayse Brendon Billie Nov. 19 
Anthony Jay Gentry Nov. 19 
Tiana Trenise Baker Nov. 29 


and neglect through parenting education, 
support and case management. 

Non-perishable food and new 
unwrapped toys are needed this 
November and December. Donations can 
be dropped off at one of their 1 1 drop off 
locations in Palm Beach and Broward or 
at the Center’s Harley Davidson Raffle on 
Saturday, December 1, at 3:00 p.m., at the 
Park Avenue Grill in Boynton Beach. 


Recycled Paint Giveaway: From noon to 
8:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 15, res- 
idents can pick up free recycled paint 
(interior/exterior) in a variety of colors at 
the Habitat Re-Store located at 513 West 
Broward Blvd. in Ft. Lauderdale. 

3rd Annual Deerfield Beach Bash: 
Saturday, November 17, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., at Hillsboro Blvd. and S. 
Ocean Way. This free event will feature 
arts & crafts activities for children, free 
prizes, electric vehicles, environmental 
vendors, a recycled fashion show, and 
awards for local schools and students who 
participated in the America Recycles Day 
Art & Writing Contest. 

For more information, call 954- 
765-4999 or check out the national web- 
site: www.americarecyclesday.org . 


Food & Toy Drive 


Celebrate America Recycles Day 



Happy 7th Birthday Lorlei 
Tommie 11/17/01. Your extended family 
and friends love you very much! Hugs 
and kisses to the moon and back! Love 
Daddy and Momma, Samuel and 
Charlene. 



Happy 1st Birthday (11-06-01) 
to our little son, brother and grandson we 
love so much. Shel you know what you 
are so precious to all of us. You make us 
laugh with the little things you do. Shel 
you also brought a lot of happiness and 
joy to our lives you mean the world to all 
of us! Anyways Happy Birthday!! Love, 
momma, dada, big bubbas and of course 
grandma! ! ! 




Happy 1 st birthday to my 
Goddaughter on November 2, Zoey 
ShaeRee Osceola Puente. 


Princess, you have grown up so 
fast, I can still remember your first cry. 
You have brought me good memories and 
I know we’ll have many more. . .Princess, 
I love you with all my heart and that will 
never change. You are my little Princess 
forever. Love you always, Aunt Carolee. 

Happy 21st birthday to my 
cousin on November 12, Maggie Mary 
Osceola Frank. 

Finally you’re legal! Take it easy 
Maggie and remember that I love you as 
my sister. You been there for me and gave 
me your home I am thankful for that for- 
ever. Be strong, things always have a way 
of working out! Take care. Love you 
always, your cousin Carolee. 


New Kid 


Let’s welcome Mr. Hunter 
O’Donnell, bom August 10, 2001. Mr. 
Hunter weighed 4 pounds and measured 
1 7 inches long on this glorious day. Proud 
parents are Noella (Nunez) and Robert 
O’Donnell. Grandmother is Jenny Johns 
of the Brighton Reservation. 



Notices 


The National Indian Grant 
Directory - This 500-page directory is the 
only comprehensive directory of grants to 
Indians, listing over 500 foundations, cor- 
porations, government agencies, and reli- 
gious groups. Priced at $99.95 with a 
money back guarantee. Write to: Native 
American Scholarship Fund, 8200 
Mountain Road N.E., Suite 203, 
Albuquerque, NM 87110. 
Nscholarsh@aol.com, web address: 
www.nasf.com, or call 505-262-2351. 

Visit Florida - For more than 
200 HOT vacation deals, go on 
www.FLAUSA.com, or call 1-888- 
5FLAUSA (535-2872) to obtain list of 
deals, festivals, history and more. 

Cypress Gardens - New shows 
for 2002 - “Rockin’ Around the Dock”, 
“Mystical Magic” are just a few. Located 
off U.S. Hwy. 27, just 22 miles south of I- 
4 between Orlando and Tampa, on the 
shores of Lake Eloise and Lake Summit 
near Winter Haven. For information, call 
800-282-2123 or 863-324-2111, or reach 
us on the Internet: 
www. cypress gardens .com. 

American Indian Millennium: 
Renewing Our Ways of Life for Future 
Generations - November 29-December 2, 


2001. This fomm is sponsored by 
Cornell’s American Indian Program. 
Dozens of Native American leaders, edu- 
cators, youth, culture bearers, community 
members and national organizations will 
participate in the intergenerational forum. 
Please mail or fax your letters and/or 
statements to: American Indian 
Millennium, c/o Akwe:kon Press, Cornell 
University, 450 Caldwell Hall, Ithaca, NY 
14853, fax: 607-255-0185. Or e-mail 
them to mep33@comell.edu and partici- 
pate in this cmcial message to the seventh 
generation. 

Poems Sought in Contest - 

deadline for entering is November 17, 
2001. To enter, send one poem 21 lines or 
less: Celestial Arts, PO Box 1140, Talent, 
OR, 97540. Or enter online at 
www.freecontest.com. The grand prize 
being offered is $1,000.00. 

17th Annual Everglades 
Coalition Conference - January 3-6, 

2002 at Fort Lauderdale Marina Marriott. 
Everglades Restoration: Fulfilling the 
Promise. Call before December 5 to quali- 
fy for the special EVC rate. Call directly 
to the hotel at 954-463-4000 or 800-433- 
2254. 


Don’t Drive Your Tax Deduction Into 2002! 


The Salvation Army 
Adult Rehabilitation Center 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 



Call 954-463-3725 


Make Your Donation By December 31, 2001 



Donations are 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 



Donate Your 


Operational: 


CAR 
BOAT 
CAMPER 
OR RV 


Save yourself the time & expense of selling or trading that unused vehicle. Donate it to The Salvation Army 
and help others by providing a spiritually based work therapy program, with food, shelter, and counseling. 


Telephone (954) 962-5640 
(954) 962-2333 
Fax: (954) 962-7242 


BARRY GODIN INSURANCE AGENCY INC. 

BARRY GODIN 

Agent 

FLORA GODIN 708 N. State Road 7 (Hwy 441 ) 

Agent Hollywood, FL 33021 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863-467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 


FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Bjsrcw TOMMIE CAMILLA 

A i GfcH Semi'ijta Bp: 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 
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Hollywood 


Big Cypress 


Tampa 


Job Title: Accountant 

Open Date: 10-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Corporate Board 

Accounting, Hollywood 

Salary: $50,000 annually w/ benefits 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 


Accountant 
10-10-01 
Until Filled 
Corporate Board 


Accounting, Hollywood 
Salary: $38,200 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Alligator Wrestler 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Job Title: Commission Officer 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Community Outreach 
Coordinator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $29,100 - 35,600 annually 

w/ benefits 

Job Title: Database Administrator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Information Systems 

Salary: Negotiable 

Job Title: Executive Administrator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: President’s Office 

Salary: Negotiable w/ benefits 

Job Title: Foster Care Worker (1) 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: Negotiable w/ benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance 

Worker/ Janitor 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Salary: $14,560 with benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $ 1 8,740 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Medical Records Assitant 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 


Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $ 26,000-32,000 annually w/ 

benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Secretary 

Treasurer 

Salary: $20,000 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Office Clerk (P/T) 

Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Utilities 

Salary: $8.00 per hour w/ benefits 


Job Title: Water Quality Sampler I 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Water 

Resources Department 


Job Title 
Coordinator 
Open Date: 9 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Patient Services 


10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Health 
$21,840 annually w/ benefits 


Job Title: 

Open Date: 

Close Date: 

Location: 

Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 

Close Date: 

Location: 

Construction 

Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 

Close Date: 

Location: 

Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 

Close Date: 

Location: 

Adjusting Co. 

Salary: Negotiable 


Payables Disbursement 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Hollywood, Accounting 
$18,740 annually w/ benefits 

Plumber 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Housing / 

$24,960 annually w/benefits 

Secretary II 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Hollywood, Health 

$26,000 annually w/benefits 

Senior Admin. Assistant 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Madio 


Salary: 

w/benefits 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

School 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 


$18,500 annually 


ARNP 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Health 

Negotiable with benefits 

Bus Driver 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

$12.50 per hour 

Cook 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Ahfachkee School 
$9.00 per hour 

Community Health 

Representative 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Big Cypress, Health 

$18,700 w/ benefits 

Custodian 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 


Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Trainee (2) 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Coordinator 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

( 2 ) 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

Plant Operator 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 
$15,600 w/benefits 

Operator Maintenance 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, Utilities 
$18,720 w/benefits 

Patient Services 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, Health 
$21,840 with benefits 

Secretary 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Family Services 
$20,800 with benefits 

Maintenance Workers 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
AH-TAH-THI-KI 
$16, 640 w/ benefits 

Water/Waste Water 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Big Cypress, Utilities 
Negotiable commensu- 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Education 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Commission Officer 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Tampa, Gaming 
$28,000 with benefits 

Cultural Language 
Instructor 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Tampa, Cultural 

$28,120 with benefits 

Surveillance Operator 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Tampa, Gaming 
$17,680 with benefits 


Coconut Creek 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Commission Officer 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 
$28,000 with benefits 

Surveillance Operator 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 
$17,680 with benefits 


Immokalee 


rate w/ experience with benefits 


Brighton 


Job Title: Snake Handler 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Salary: $20,800 with benefits 

Job Title: Surveillance Operator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Gaming 

Job Title: Transporter 
Open Date: 9-10-01 
Close Date: Until Filled 
Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $ 1 8,720 annually w/ benifits 


Housing/Construction 


Bus Monitor (P/T) 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Brighton, Education 
$6.05 Per Hour 

Carpenter 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Brighton, 


Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 


$3 3 ,280w/benefits 

Commission Officer 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Brighton, Gaming 
$28,000 with benefits 

Maintenance Worker 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Building & Grounds 
$14,500 with benefits 

Nutritionist 

9-10-01 


Close Date: 

Location: 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Trainee 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 


Until Filled 
Brighton, Health 
$35,000 w/benefits. 

Operator Maintenance 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Brighton, Utilities 

Surveillance Operator 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Brighton, Gaming 



Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 

Instructor 

Open Date: 

Close Date: 

Location: 

Education 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Grounds 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Commission Officer 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Immokalee, Gaming 
$28,000 with benefits 

Cultural Language 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Immokalee, Cultural 

$28,120 with benefits 

Maintenance Worker 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Immokalee, Building & 

$14,500 with benefits 

Surveillance Operator 
9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Immokalee, Gaming 
$17,680 with benefits 
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Read our new column by Tribune outdoors- 
man Ernie Tiger. 


page 9 



Tampa Reservation Indian Day info 


page 8 



Hollywood, Tampa, and Miccosukee 
Halloween stories and pictures. 
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Tribal Council 
Demands Return 
Of $6 Million 

By Elrod Bowers 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal 
Council, at its Nov. 16 meeting, passed a 
resolution demanding the immediate and 
unconditional return of $6 million in 
Tribal funds from Prudential Securities. 

The $6 million is what remains 
of the Tribe’s original $27 million reserve 
fund at Merrill Lynch. The fund was 
transferred from Merrill Lynch to 
Raymond James & Associates. The fund, 
by the time it was transferred from 
Raymond James to Prudential, had shrunk 
to $6 million. 

The resolution, requested by 
Prudential, was approved by the Council 
in order to release the funds back to the 
Tribe. 

The Council also: 

Approved an Owner’s 
Representative Agreement with the Gulf 
Building Corporation. Gulf will act as the 
Tribe’s on-site representatives at the Hard 
Rock construction sites in Hollywood and 
Tampa. 

Approved a support agreement 
with Winterfest, Inc. for the Winterfest 
Boat Parade, which will be held on Dec. 

1 5 on the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Gave conceptual approval for a 
Veterans’ Building on the Brighton reser- 
vation. The resolution set a six-month 
deadline for a survey and other informa- 
tion to be presented to the Council. 

Big Cypress 
Veterans Day 
Celebration 

By Janice Billie 

BIG CYPRESS - The 14th 
Annual Veterans Day Celebration 
was hosted at the Big Cypress 
Entertainment Complex on Nov. 8. 

The day dawned with a 
cool, pleasant breeze as Tribal offi- 
cials, veterans of war, and guests 
arrived to honor and remember our 
Seminole Veterans, along with the 
nation’s veterans. 

The annual event was start- 
ed 14 years ago by Seminole Tribe 
Board President/Acting Chairman, 
Mitchell Cypress, the late Roy Nash 
Osceola and Jacob Osceola. 

That year, Roy Nash’s son, 
Herman Osceola, had passed in a 
tragic helicopter training accident 
while serving in the U.S. Air Force. 

The tragedy initiated a discussion 
among the three men to hold a 
memorial ceremony on Veterans Day. 

At the time, a formal gather- 
ing that honored Seminole veterans 
did not exist, so the memorial service 
developed into what has now become 
an annual Tribal tradition. 

The date was changed from 
Nov. 11, because they knew many 
veterans and guests would be com- 
mitted to other Veterans Day events. 

This year’s Veterans Day 
program was emceed by former 
Comanche Tribal chairman, Wallace 
Coffey. This is the second year that 
Coffey has graced this event with his 
engaging charm and outstanding 
sense of humor. 

Originally from Lawton, 

OK, Coffey lives in New Mexico, 
working as Cultural Resource 
Specialist at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. 

Coffey is a popular tradi- 
tional announcer who has emceed 
pow wows, conferences and concerts 
all over Indian Country for thirty 
years. Coffey also holds a Harvard 
degree in education. 

Seminole Tribal officials in 
attendance included President/Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton 
Councilman John Wayne Huff, Sr., 
Immokalee Council Representative 
Elaine Aguilar, Big Cypress Board 
Representative Paul Bowers Sr., 
Hollywood Board Representative 
David DeHass, Fort Pierce Council 
Liaison, Sally R. Tommie and 
Council Liaison William Osceola. 

Also attending the cere- 
monies were Miss Seminole 
Mercedes Osceola, Seminole Tribe 
Director of Anthropology & 

Genealogy Dr. Patricia Wickman, 
Seminole Agency Acting 

See VETERANS, page 4 



Students rebuild vandalized Chickee during Florida Cracker Heritage event, Betty Williamson discussed the history of the Seminole Indian mural. See page 4. 

PAC Committee Serves Culture, Dinner To Area Educators 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD - Over 100 
educators, representing seven private and 
two public schools, were given a taste of 
Seminole culture on Thursday, Nov. 15 at 
the Okalee Village, courtesy of the Parent 
Advisory Committee. Many of the teach- 
ers that attended either were teaching 
Seminole children in their classrooms 
now, or had taught Seminole children in 
the past. 

The sharing of culture and foods 
with the group, which included teachers, 
administrators, spouses and children, was 
brought to fruition by PAC Chairman 
Wanda Bowers. 

“I remember years ago, when my 
kids were little, they used to give these 
appreciation dinners every year. That was 
when Christine Nevaquaya was Chairman 
of PAC. When she left as chairman, they 
just kind of stopped. When I got elected 
chairman, I decided I wanted to start it 
again,” said Bowers. 

“It must be at least 1 3 years since 
I was chairman so I suppose that is when 


we had the last appreciation dinner for the 
kids’ teachers,” said Nevaquaya. 

According to Nevaquaya, the 
original PAC Committee included Bobbie 
Lou Billie, Mary Jane Willie, Pat Gopher, 
Cornelia Osceola, Mildred Bowers, 
Nevaquaya, and then-Education 
Counselor, Pepper Harris. 

“Since our children spent their 
day in school, [the PAC Committee] 
though it would help if the teachers could 
realize that there are some real cultural 
differences with Seminole children,” said 
Nevaquaya about the past appreciation 
dinners. 

“The idea of the cultural 
exchange was to improve relations with 
the schools. At that time, all of the chil- 
dren were attending public school. We 
wanted to share some of our heritage, his- 
tory and culture. 

“We served lunch, adding some 
of the traditional foods like corn sofkee, 
turtle soup and fry bread. We had Tribal 
members speak about the organization of 
the Tribe. Some members talked about 



Alexandra Frank 


L-R: Lawanna Niles, Judybill Osceola, Connie Gowen, Priscilla Sayen. 

5th Annual Time Travel Tour: 

Earthworks Of The Ancestors 


By Alexandra Frank 

GEORGIA - On Nov. 11-15, 
Tribal citizens participated in Time Travel 
Tour: “Earthworks of the Ancestors,” the 
fifth in a series of trips sponsored by the 
Department of Anthropology & 
Genealogy, to historic monuments and 
sites that relate to the history, culture and 
heritage of the Florida Seminoles. 

Dr. Pat Wickman, Anthropology 
and Genealogy Director, Geneva Shore, 
Genealogist, and Lisa Mullennix, 
Administrative Assistant, scheduled the 
five-day tour. 

On Sunday, Nov. 1 1, a tour bus 
made the rounds of 3 reservations to pick 
up Tribal citizens at the Hot Meals build- 
ing parking lot. 

There was a total of 43 tribal 
members from the Hollywood, Big 
Cypress, Brighton and Tampa reserva- 
tions. The Tampa residents rode in their 
own form of transportation to the first 
stop of the Time Travel Tour, Valdosta, 
GA, where everyone would eat dinner and 
spend the night. 

Valdosta served as the first 
night’s rest area before the Tour group hit 
the road to visit 3 state parks featuring 
history of their Seminole ancestors. There 
would also be a chance to see the area 
that was home to the little known exis- 
tence of the well-established society of 


the Woodland and Mississippian Indians. 

On the second day, the Time 
Travel Tour headed northwest of Valdosta 
to Blakeley, GA, the location of the 
Kolomoki Mounds State Park. The his- 
toric site is 50 miles east of the Alabama 
state line. 

The Kolomoki Mounds State 
Historic Park is set in the rolling country- 
side of Georgia. The towns that surround 
the park are reminiscent of Okeechobee 
and Clewiston. 

The park features a museum built around 
a burial mound, believed to be that of a 
chief-priest. Named mound E, an orienta- 
tion theatre is located on the edge of the 
mound. 

In the theatre, a visitor is able to 
see a video that covers the history of the 
mounds discovery and what is assumed to 
be the lifestyle of the Weeden Island peo- 
ple, who dwelt in this region. 

Mound E, a burial mound, was 
one of the first mounds in the Kolomoki 
area to be scientifically excavated. The 
excavated mound is just as the archaeolo- 
gists left it. Four people were buried in 
the mound, along with 54 complete pot- 
tery items, which were to be used in the 
afterlife. 

In the museum, visitors were 

See TIME TRAVEL TOUR, page 8 



L. Blake 

Rosetta Jumper and Victor Billie preparing chicken for the PAC appreciation din- 
ner. The Nov. 15 event attracted over 100 educators. 


when the Seminole children first started 
school at Dania Elementary. We had the 
alligator wrestling show and even had 
some teachers that were brave enough to 
handle the gator for the picture. It was a 


lot of fun as well as educational for us all. 

“We probably had the cultural 
exchange for about five years. The last 

See PAC, page 5 


Pool Hustler “Black Bart” 
Wins Senior Masters II 


By Libby Blake 

BILOXI, MS - 

Legendary hustler Bob 
“Black Bart” Ogbum shot 
the lights out at Steve 
Mizerak’s Senior Masters 
II, held Nov. 6 - 10 at 
Casino Magic. The tour- 
nament, which had 
$40,000 in guaranteed 
prize monies, drew 57 of 
the world’s best pool 
players. Because of the 
response, an additional 
$10,000 was added to the 
pot before the start of 
play. 

A last minute 
substitute for the ailing 
George Grasshopper, 

Ogbum came from the 
loser’s bracket to win the 
event and take the $10,000 first prize 
back to South Florida. 

“Legend of the backroom” 

Bob Ogbum, who frequents Hollywood 
Billiards, was asked by Big Cypress 
Councilman David Cypress to replace 
Grasshopper as the Tribe’s sponsored 
entry. Ogbum drove from St. Simons 
Island, GA., where he had been visiting 
friends, and arrived just ten minutes 
before his first match. 

Ogbum, known to only a few 
by reputation, took players and specta- 
tors by surprise by making it to the 
finals. Vanover, who had put Ogbum in 
the loser’s bracket earlier, was down six 
games to zip before finally winning a 
game. In control for most of the match, 



L. Blake 

Last minute entrant Bob Ogburn defeated Bob 
Vanover in the finals, 11-6. 


Ogbum easily beat Vanover 11-6. (All 
matches were a race-to-10 except the 
finals, which was a race-to- 1 1 , and 
played using Pro Express mles.) 

The win was Ogburn’s first. 
Also known as “Black Bart” and “Big 
Bob,” Ogbum has shunned the major 
tournaments all of his life. Ogbum 
thanked the Tribe and David Cypress 
for their sponsorship of him and the 
event after the win. 

“ I have been a hustler all my 
life and never went in for all the pic- 
tures and attention (of professional 
events). It was great to come in here 
and win this one for David and the 


See MASTERS, page 9 
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iTis the Season! The Tribal Christmas Party is Friday December 21, 2001 at 6:30 p.m. at the Broward Convention Center. Be there with bells on! 
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Ground Zero (New York City) 


By Patsy West 

Much of the nation’s history will be written different- 
ly after the events of September 1 1 . That is the effect that such 
climactic events have, yet life moves on. 

Since I wrote for the last issue of the Tribune, I have 
been on Ground Zero, Manhattan. 

Ground Zero is not as powerful now as it was when 
the remains of the Twin Towers loomed in the air and the 
bucket brigaders toiled below in their efforts to locate sur- 
vivors. 

Now that the number of workers has diminished, it 
looks like the last remains of a demolition site, smoking gen- 
tly in the breeze as white papers fall, like a flock of egrets, 
from a damaged building nearby. 

Interestingly, the site gives a more positive feeling 
now, of rebirth, whether reflecting on the nation’s patriotic 
unity or the positive energy of looking forward to the vast new 
construction project, which will come. A project in which, not 
only our country, but the entire world, will take note, as it 
rises, like a phoenix, from the ashes between the adjoining 
skyscrapers. 

But, until that time, crowds will continue to press 
against the gated perimeters to visually and emotionally 
process the emptiness of what had been and leave their memo- 
rials of flowers. Without a doubt, Twin Towers, the nothing- 
ness of where it once stood, is now the nation’s most viable 
tourist attraction. 

I was on site, looking over the plastic-wrapped chain 
link fence amidst the vast quantities of dead and fresh flowers 
wedged in the links, wearing expendable clothes and shoes 
and a 98% effective dustmask on the site. 

Although a sympathetic policewoman at the outer 
checkpoint had let myself and three colleagues through, we 
had to pass through yet another checkpoint down the block. 

We were the only people on a surreal street, walking in the 
ashes. Ashes containing deadly asbestos and other toxic com- 
pounds. 

I had never been to a war zone before. It was quiet 
now, save for the distant rumble of a bulldozer. We provided 
the only color in an otherwise black and white landscape. It 
was late afternoon, after the sun had long ceased to shine 
through Manhattan’s thicket of skyscrapers, when we arrived 
at our colleague’s apartment building, the closest residences to 
Ground Zero. 

The narrow Lower Manhattan street, a hangover from 
the Dutch period, could have been most any city in Europe 
wearing its thick coating of grey. The tiny 12-story 
Foundation Building, which hearkened back to some forgotten 
past, had escaped demolition during Urban Renewal some 25 
years ago, when far greater edifices were raised in the name of 
progress. Now it stood alone. 


All twelve stories were coated in grey ash, papers 
containing stock reports, and correspondence when the win- 
dows blew in from the Twin Towers’ blast. It was Hollywood 
at its best as a spotless, vibrant building had been made to 
look like a veteran derelict. 

Hesitant to take the elevator (which probably worked 
just fine), we chose to climb the 10 flights of stairs on our 
own amid an overpowering scorched smell. The stairs, the 
smell, and the confining mask made me feel claustrophobic 
and I wanted to rip it off , but I knew that it would be worse 
breathing without it. 

The rescue workers had checked the building for sur- 
vivors as soon as they could. Every door had a hole made by 
sledgehammer. Every wall next to the doorjam had a corre- 
sponding hole punched in the concrete. A large chain was 
threaded through both holes with a padlock. On the walls out- 
side of all apartments was the message “no victims” spray 
painted in orange. 

Even though I had been told the condition of our col- 
league’s apartment, it was a real shock to see it. Everything 
was as she left it after she saw the first plane hit the building 
and fled, but all was now covered in the thick grey ash. By the 
time we arrived, the open windows in the building had been 
covered with Canadian particle board. 

Our colleague works for a New York museum. She 
was a major component in an exhibition which opened just 
days after the strike on the Twin Towers. The exhibition is on 
pearls, a serene topic reflected in the timeless beauty of this 
exhibition. Such a major contrast from her apartment! 

Among the things she collected were baskets. Some 
were displayed on a counter, other larger ones were mounted 
on walls. Woven rugs were supposedly scattered throughout 
the apartment on the floor, but I never saw them as the debris 
was too thick. 

Her collection of books were likewise shadowy 
images. It boggled the mind how any of this material could be 
saved, and in fact it probably won’t be. The time and expense 
would be extraordinary and each hazardous material requires a 
separate, expensive test to be detected, with a greater expense 
for cleaning. 

She has been sleeping at various friends and col- 
league’s lofts and apartments, living out of a meager suitcase 
of clothes that they have given her. From her computer at 
work, she keeps in touch with the other tenants, her landlord, 
her insurance company, the authorities. 

She has found herself to be in a grey area, just like 
her apartment. She is still alive, but the emotional trauma is 
great. She has lost her community and all of her possessions 
to a moment of terrorism. She has a home with no way to 
reclaim it, a locked in rent that she will probably never see 
again. Since September 1 1 , she is homeless, a victim of war. 


Tribe Joins Culturally Florida Campaign 


By Alexandra Frank 

FORT LAUDERDALE - What 
do opera, the Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Seminoles, sand and sun have in com- 
mon? The Culturally Florida campaign! 

The Culturally Florida Campaign 
showcases Florida’s abundant heritage, 
arts, and cultural diversity to a worldwide 
audience. 

On Oct. 29, the Seminole Tribe 
joined forces with VISIT FLORIDA to 
promote Florida’s rich cultural heritage. 

The Tribe was represented by: 
Billy Cypress, Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum Director; 

Tom Gallaher, 

Development and 
Promotions Coordinator 
Okalee Museum; and Lee 
Tiger, Florida Tourism 
Development Director. 

The feeling was 
to ensure that the Tribe 
stays in the public eye 
through ventures such as 
Culturally Florida. What 
better way to this task but 
to join the organization 
VISIT FLORIDA? 

VISIT FLORIDA 
developed the Culturally 
Florida campaign, which 
is sponsored by American 
Express, the Florida 
Department of State and a 
number of convention and 
visitors bureaus and arts 
organizations. 

The program was 
developed within 2 years 
to help enhance Florida’s 
visibility and tourist 
expenditures by promoting the state’s rich 
heritage and cultural diversity. 

Secretary of State Katherine 
Harris flew in from Tallahassee to give 
her support to the newly formed cam- 
paign. Mrs. Harris expressed the commit- 
ment to meet the needs of Florida’s com- 
munities and her people. 

Mrs. Harris said that a revitaliza- 
tion of Florida’s unique sense of place is 


dependent on its ability to preserve and 
support the historical and cultural 
resources. 

For the past two decades, Florida 
has invested more in the development of 
its historic and cultural resources then any 
other state. Florida ranks first in the 
United States in historic preservation 
funding and third in cultural development 
funding. 

The Culturally Florida campaign 
offers visitors a riveting new guide to the 
dynamic cultural heritage of Florida and 


opportunities to have an authentic experi- 
ence of Florida’s local culture. 

Florida’s Department of State, 
through legislative appropriation, has 
invested over $612 million to preserve 
historic properties open to the public 
throughout the state, foster Florida’s cul- 
tural organizations and individual artists 
and support Florida’s history museum’s 
and traveling exhibits, reaching students 


and visitors in the tens of millions. 

Mrs. Harris’s statements 
acknowledged the importance of 
Culturally Florida to the state’s economy 
and cemented the program’s adoption into 
the state’s legislation. 

There is no doubt that the 
Seminole Tribe will benefit from the 
Culturally Florida campaign in regards to 
statewide and international recognition. 

In an economy that is still reeling 
from the Sept. 1 1 attacks, Tribal ventures 
will need advertising and an association 


with a high caliber program. Finking with 
Culturally Florida should accomplish 
these needs. 

Due to the foresight of Billy 
Cypress, Tom Gallaher, and Lee Tiger, the 
Tribe can only benefit greatly from their 
involvement in a state-funded program, 
aimed at sponsoring Florida’s rich cultural 
heritage. 



(L-R): Billy Cypress, Lee Tiger, Secretary of State Katherine Harris, Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention & Visitors Bureau President Nicki Grossman, Connie Gowen, Austin Mott, CEO Visit 
Florida, Kerry Post, Vice President of New Product Development, Visit Florida, and Tom Gallaher. 


r 

v 


Attention! On Jan. 1 , 2002, the subscription rate for The Seminole Tribune will increase 
to $30 a year. So order or renew your subscription now! Make checks payable to The 
Seminole Tribune, 6300 Stirling Rd., Hollywood, FL, 33024. 
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WHO ARE WE? Send us your answers. Results will be published in the next issue of the Tribune. Good luck! 
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Letters & E-mail 

6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 


My Big Cypress Visit 

Dear Editor, 

Hello there, I would like to 
express my thanks to Lulu and Spencer of 
the Aviation department. In early October, 
I had the opportunity to visit Big Cypress 
through Spencer, I was introduced to the 
staff and given a small tour of your the 
reservation by Lulu, and I must say that I 
was amazed to learn about your history 
and the way you all take care of one 
another. Now if the rest of the world 
could do the same. 

Anyways, thanks for the visit 
and tour of your reservation I have alot of 
pics to remember. Next time I will bring 
my family along for a full tour. Thanks to 
Lulu, I have a better understanding of 
your tribe and what it means to you. 

Thank You... I’ll be back. 

Rudolph Corey James 

Trinidad, West Indies 


tribune@semtribe.com 

Thank You 

Dear Editor, 

Last week I started working for 
Family Services at the Brighton 
Reservation. On Wednesday and Thursday 
I had the opportunity to attend the 
Veteran’s Celebrations at both Brighton 
and Big Cypress, I was very touched and 
proud to have been in attendance. 

I got out of the US Army about 
25 years ago and this is the first time I 
have ever had anyone thank me for my 
service, this is something that will stay 
with me in my heart for the rest of my 
life. 

I would like to thank the Tribal 
Officials, Tribal Members and Vets for 
sharing this time with me. 

I look forward to serving the 
Seminole Community through Family 
Services and I am thankful for this oppor- 
tunity. 

George W. Robinson, Jr., MS 

Brighton Family Services 
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DAR Chapter Regent welcomes Patsy West, Historian and Seminole Tribune con- 
tributor. West spoke in honor of Native American Heritage Month. 


Native American Heritage Month P atsv 
West Speaks At DAR Meeting 


By Libby Blake 

POMPANO BEACH — 

Historian and Seminole Tribune contribu- 
tor Patsy West was the featured speaker at 
the November meeting of the Fontenada 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, held at the Elks Lodge. 

Chapter Regent Opal Spencer 
invited West to speak at the luncheon in 
honor of Native American Heritage 
Month. West has written two books on the 
Seminoles and is currently working on a 
third. Her latest book, A Seminole Legend 
- The Life of Betty Mae Tiger Jumper , is 
available at Amazon.com, Barnes and 
Noble, and Borders bookstores. 

West has also been published in 
numerous historical and archaeological 
magazines and papers. West’s next book 
will be on Native American warriors in 
the twentieth century, including Sam 
Jones, whom West called, “the greatest 
Seminole warrior ever.” 

In 1972, West founded the 
Seminole and Miccosukee Photographic 
Archives, which currently has over 1 0,000 
images in the collection. She has served 
as its director since the founding. 

West spoke on how the 
Seminoles came to be in Florida and their 
migration into the Everglades. She also 
explained how the drainage of the 
Everglades in 1906 changed the way of 
life for the Seminole from “being a hunter 
into being a tourist attraction as a means 
to survive.” 

West also read an excerpt from 
the first chapter of her latest book in 
which Betty Mae Jumper writes of almost 
being killed at birth for being a “half- 
breed” and how, when she was older, she 
was able to go away to the Cherokee 
School in North Carolina. 

Mrs. Ivy Stranahan and the local 
chapter of the DAR, of which she was a 
member, provided the money and clothes 
for Betty Mae and two of her cousins to 
go to the school. 

Ms. West briefly explained the 
patchwork design of Seminole clothing, 
calling it the “Seminoles’ identity.” She 
related a story told to her by Billy 
Cypress about when he was living and 
working in Washington, D.C. 

Cypress told West that he would wear 
patchwork, “when I wanted people to 
know I was a Seminole.” 

“Otherwise,” he told Ms. West, “people 


thought I was a Filipino.” 

After speaking to the group, 

West opened the floor for questions. 
Probably the most significant question 
was asked by Regent Spencer. 

“Since the Seminoles don’t need money 
anymore for clothing, housing, schooling, 
or food, what can we, as a group, do for 
the Seminoles?” Spencer added that she 
has been trying to reach the Florida 
Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, 
without success, and asked Ms. West 
whom she could contact. 

The Fontenada Chapter of the 
DAR currently supports two Native 
American schools - Chemawa Indian 
School in Salem, OR and Bacone College 
in Muskogee, OK. They also contribute to 
the Florida State Society of the DAR for 
the Ann Wood FSSDAR American Indian 
Endowment Scholarship Fund, established 
in March 2000. 
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Community News ❖ 

Winterfest Kick-Off Celebration Honors 
Hollywood Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. 


By Alexandra Frank 

FORT LAUDERDALE — The Winterfest 
Kick-Off Celebration took place on Nov. 2, at the newly 
opened Renaissance Inn on 17th Street Causeway. 

The event was held in honor of Hollywood 
Council Representative Max Osceola, Jr., who now has 
another title to add 
to his name: hon- 
orary commodore 
of the Winterfest 
Boat Parade, which 
is held every 
December on South 
Florida’s 
Intracoastal 
Waterway. 

The 

evening’s highlights 
included patriotic 
songs by perform- 
ers Ande and 
Joanne Daniels, and 
a raffle sponsored 
by the American 
Red Cross to bene- 
fit the American 
Red Cross Disaster 
Relief Fund for 
September 11. The 
raffle offered a 
seven-night 
Caribbean Cruise 
for two, and two 
Southwest Airline 
tickets. 

The 2002 
South Florida 
Firefighters 
Calendar Men were 
also on hand to sell 
and sign calendars, 
all of the proceeds 
went to a firefight- 
ers charity fund. 

The mood 
was festive as the 
Chairman of the 
Winterfest organi- 
zation, Joe Ducanis, 

Jr., introduced Max 
Osceola while the 
title sponsor Pat 
Collier, representing Cingular Wireless Services, gave a 
helping hand. 

Mr. Ducanis introduced Max as the honorary 
“Commodore” for the Winterfest Boat Parade and asked 
Max to come up to the podium. 

Mr. Ducanis commented on Max’s love for golf 
and gave brief background information about Max, who 


has served as a council representative for about 12 years. 

Mr. Ducanis gave Mrs. Collier a captain’s hat to 
place on top of Max’s head, which signified his new title 
as commodore. 

Max thanked both presenters and said how 
proud he was to be named honorary commodore. He told 

the audience that he had 
mentioned the newly 
gained title to his mother, 
who jokingly replied, 
“don’t they know you 
can’t see?” 

Max also shared a bit 
of history with the crowd, 
he said it was a common 
for Seminoles way back 
when to get into canoes 
on the New River and 
travel to the Stranahan 
Trading Post. There, the 
Seminoles traded goods 
with the Stranahan family 
and even learned to read 
and write from Mrs. 
Stranahan. 

Max said it was an 
honor to receive the title 
of commodore for a festi- 
val viewed by many as a 
highly rated tradition of 
Ft. Lauderdale. 

Max finished his 
speech by saying, “Sho- 
naa-bish.” He received 
another round of applause 
and was soon posing for 
photos with Mrs. Collier, 
and Lee Tiger. 

The Seminole Tribe 
has been a sponsor of the 
Winterfest Boat Parade 
for the last few years. 
They have participated in 
the yearly event, which 
draws thousands of peo- 
ple to the intracoastal 
shoreline. 

Ft. Lauderdale 
depends on the extra 
income generated by the 
thousands of people who 
come to the parade, 
which features boats, yachts and ships decorated in the 
holiday spirit. The best-decorated boat in the parade will 
earn the boat owners a cash prize and bragging rights. 

If you enjoy seafaring crafts and holiday 
sparkle, make arrangements to view the spectacular dis- 
play of lights and sound. You will not be disappointed. 



Alexandra Frank 


Pat Collier and Honorary Commodore of the Winterfest Boat 
Parade, Max Osceola, Jr. 


Folk And Heritage Event Honors 
Book Author Patrick Smith 


By Michael James 

HOLOPAW — On Nov. 17, Patrick Smith, 
author of A Land Remembered and Forever Island , 
was honored at the second annual Patrick Smith Day. 
The event was held at Forever Florida. 

Forever Florida, started by Dr. William J. 
Broussard in 1999, is 3,200 acres of Florida wilder- 
ness that time has forgotten. The public can enjoy a 
petting zoo, restaurants, horse riding, carriage tours 
and view the local wildlife. 

Attached to the land is Crescent Ranch, a 
1,300-acre working ranch with herds of cracker cattle 
and cracker horses, which were first introduced to 
Florida in 1521 by Ponce De Leon. The horses, also 
called “marshtackies,” and cattle, known as “scrub 
cattle,” are the direct descendants of an unbroken 
bloodline. 



Michael James 


Ranch hand at rest. Crescent Ranch, a 1,300 acre 
working ranch, is attached to Forever Florida. 
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Author Patrick Smith signs copies of his latest novel, In 
Search of the Russian Bear , released Nov. 17. 


people. In this book, one will find humor, heartfelt 
moments and a description of a place most people will 
never see. 

A longtime friend of the Seminoles, Mr. Smith 
is author of six novels: The River is Home, The 
Beginning, Forever Island, Angel City, Allapatah, and A 
Land Remembered. Mr. Smith has been nominated three 
times for the Pulitzer Prize: in 1973 for Forever Island , 
in 1978 for Angel City and in 1984 for A Land 
Remembered. 

A Land Remembered was an Editor’s Choice 
selection of the New York Times Book Review. 

Smith’s lifetime work as a writer was nominat- 
ed for the 1985 Nobel Prize for Literature and has subse- 
quently received five additional nominations. In June 
1999, Smith was inducted into the Florida Artists Hall of 
Fame. During the ceremony, Secretary of State Katherine 
Harris presented him with a commemorative bronze 
sculpture by artist Enzo Torcoletti. 

The folk and heritage event had musical per- 
formances by Jeannie Fitchen, The Gilbert Hancock 
Bank, Jerry Mincey, Sticky Steve and The Scrubjays, 
Dale Crider, The Ashley Gang and Chuck Hardwicke. 
There was also storytelling by Ada Forney, Ann Thomas, 
The Storytelling Sims, Butch Harrison and Judge Nelson 
Bailey. 


The event started at 
9:45 a.m., when Smith led the 
audience in reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Smith 
was on hand this year to sign 
his works, including his latest 
book, In Search of the 
Russian Bear. 

In Search of the 
Russian Bear was released on 
Nov. 17. A non-fiction work, 
it is not a political book, but 
rather a look at the innermost 
thoughts and emotions of 
people of Russia and 
Uzbekistan. 

The book focuses on 
Middle Asia in 1983, when 
the Soviet Union was known 
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Winners of the USET Golf Tournament 4-Man Scramble were Jimbo Osceola, Frank Patrillo, 
Chris Grant, and Harry Kennedy. The Oct. 21 tournament, held at the Don Shula Golf Club, was 
sponsored by the Seminole Tribe. 


USET Meets At Miccosukee Resort 


By Alexandra Frank 

TAMIAMI TRAIL — On Oct. 22-25, 
the Miccosukee Resort and Convention Center 
served as host to the USET Annual Meeting. 

There were a total of 24 Tribes from the south and 
eastern area of the United States represented by 
chairmen, presidents and representatives. 

The Call to Order, conducted by USET 
President Keller George, officially began the 
annual meeting. The opening ceremony included a 
“Posting of the Colors” that featured the Seminole 
Tribe’s own color guards, Paul Bowers Sr. and 
Timmy Johns. 

Students of the Miccosukee Tribe deliv- 
ered the “Pledge of Allegiance” in their native 
language, which was a treat for the meeting atten- 
dees. 

Following the Miccosukee youth was 
Miccosukee Tribe Chairman Billy Cypress, who 
extended a warm welcome to the attendees and 
thanked them for making the trip to Florida. 

He commended them for the solidarity 
shown by not letting the recent tragedy in New 
York stop them from attending the meeting. 

Mr. Cypress stated, “I think it is a sign 
that we all stand together no matter what. And 
also as a tribute to our pioneer friends that we 
stand with them. We have a lot of offers to help, 
but we must continue to help our community to 
heal because I think some friends, relatives and 
business people have come to accept Native 
Americans I would say as the foundation of the 
U.S. 

“We have been called upon to do services 
throughout the year, and I think we will continue 
to go and set foot to keep marching forward.” 

Mr. Cypress received a round of applause 
for words that expressed what many people felt 
were true. 

Mr. Cypress then introduced the Mayor 
of Sweet Water and Miami-Dade Commissioner 
Joe Sanchez. Both men extended a greeting to all 
and expressed their gratitude to the visitors. 

Following the two guest speakers was 
roll call of the 24 Tribes, an “agenda review” was 
read by Mr. James T. Martin, USET Executive 
Director. 

The meetings main focus is to hold a 
“Board of Directors” forum. The forum focuses 
on all aspects of the USET committees. The com- 
mittees represented programs such as: 

Commercial Law, Legislation and Economic 
Development, Culture and Heritage Committee 
Agenda, Education Committee Agenda, EMS and 
Fire Protection Committee Agenda, Housing 
Committee Agenda, Natural Resources Committee 
Agenda, Social Services Agenda, Transportation 
Committee Agenda, and Tribal Justice Committee 
Agenda. 

The committee meetings are a chance for 
program directors to present a 6-month narrative 
report on the work being accomplished under their 
tenure. They also present a budget report when 
discussing their program’s 6-month narrative 
report. 

The meetings also allow time for ques- 
tions, compliments or complaints. There were a 
few meetings that were well attended, depending 
on the keynote speaker. One such meeting 
involved Franklin Keel, Regional Director Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, Eastern Regional Office. 

Mr. Keel’s topic was Regional Indian 
Issues, a BIA Perspective. Mr. Keel’s presentation 
touched on various issues related to the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act. One issue he spoke about 
was approving Tribal/State Compacts and Class 
III Compacts. 

Tribes interested in obtaining a Class III 
gaming facility must first negotiate a compact 
with the state in which they want to have the gam- 
ing facility. 

Then, the Secretary of the Interior, within 
45 days of receiving a Tribal/State gaming com- 
pact, will either approve or negate the compact. 

The BIA Regional Director’s office has 
an attorney on staff to review the compacts that 
are submitted to the office. To date, the Regional 
Director’s office has approved 225 compacts from 
24 states. 

In 2001, under the new White House 
Administration, there have been 1 5 approved 
compacts or amended compacts and none have 
been disapproved. 

Mr. Keel noted some of the compacts the 
BIA Regional Office has dealt with recently from 
the Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana, the Tunica- 
Biloxi Indians of Louisiana, the Coushatta Tribe 
of Louisiana and another amendment from the 
Tunica Tribe. 

There have been no compacts or com- 
pacts submitted for the eastern region. The Jena 
Band of Choctaw is negotiating a compact, from 
what has been said to the BIA Regional Office. 

Mr. Keel also spoke on issues regarding 
compacts and the changes made by the White 
House Administration as to the process required 
from Tribes submitting a compact. These changes 
will affect eastern Tribal compacts, and right now 
it will affect the Tribes in Louisiana. 

The state has agreed that it would be pro- 
tectorate of the gaming revenues that should go to 
the payment to the state and local government for 
impact costs. 

The previous White House 
Administration had required that the impact costs 
be documented by a federally or an analysis to 
show that there is indeed room for certain impact 


costs and what type of impact would be affected. 

The new Administration agreed that it 
would increase the impact cost overwhelmingly. 
The local offices of the BIA decided it would not 
require extensive documentation on the process 
and uses of these payments to the state. 

The BIA felt that if the tribe and state 
have agreed to an increase impact cost. It will 
throw the tribe and state into rehabilitation in 
terms that the payment is adequate. 

If the department wants it will signify the 
process and if it gains approval some of the 
Louisiana compacts will be affected. 

Issues such as the one mentioned are 
brought to the meetings for the attendees to gain 
knowledge about changes through such groups 
like the BIA, and the effects that will no doubt 
change how tribal government programs go about 
doing their business. 

The USET Annual Meeting also boosted 
an Expo center at the Miccosukee entertainment 
dome. Here attendees were able to visit and in 
some cases interact with tribally funded programs 
in a display booth. 

Also invited were private companies like 
Canon Camera. They exhibited a new device amid 
at the tribal health department. A camera is set up 
to take a photo of the human eye, specifically that 
of a diabetic due to a degenerative eye disease 
that must be stopped in the early stages. 

The cameras function is take a photo of 
the Macula and Forea area (the back of the eye). 
The photo is instantaneous it shows up on a com- 



Charlie Cypress with his share of 2nd place 
prize money. Cypress, Max Osceola, Lawrence 
Osceola and Marl Sayen shot a 60. 


puter screen that a trained medical technician can 
review with a patient right in the medical center. 

The photo is also sent to a lab that spe- 
cializes in doing a scientific analysis to determine 
if the patient shows any sign of the disease in the 
beginning stages. The Indian Health department is 
being targeted because of the high number of dia- 
betic patients in Indian Tribes. Also many reserva- 
tions are in remote areas and getting results sent 
and reviewed so quickly is detrimental to the 
patient’s health. 

The Expo participants were informative 
in their presentation of the ventures tribes all 
across the south and eastern regions are involved 
in. 

The presentation of the various meetings 
and the topics discussed were delivered in a forum 
any attendee could gasp. It was apparent that the 
south and eastern and tribes are becoming more 
self-sufficient as they invest money into various 
ventures and then reap the rewards generated by 
those business. 

The programs’ like the Health 
Department, Utilities or even the Culture and 
Heritage Committee show people not familiar 
with a tribal organization that they are responsible 
for their peoples and for the future generations to 
come. 

The final days for the USET meetings 
were spent in a USET Business Session. This 
involved discussing Committee Reports, 
Resolutions, Minutes of USET 2001 Semi-Annual 
Board Meeting, FY 2002 USET Budget and 
Organizational Structures, Host of USET 2002 
Annual Meeting and Expo. 

Keller George USET President wished all 
who made the trip to the Miccosukee Resort well 
and that their trip home be uneventful and safe. 

Mr George also mentioned that he had hopes that 
next year’s annual meeting would be well attend- 
ed as the one the Miccosukee Tribe hosted. 

On a special note Joel Frank Senior was 
given recognition that his birthday was on 
October 22, Joel received an impromptu rendition 
of “Happy Birthday” sang by USET attendees. 

Joe Dan Osceola dubbed the first USET 
President was on hand to welcome the UEST 
group and spoke about the importance of unity 
when involved with an organization like USET. 

Mr. Osceola’s daughter Mercedes 
Osceola also shared welcoming remarks aimed at 
USET meeting attendee’s. The father and daughter 
spoke to everyone during a dinner hosted by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Veterans 

Continued from page 1 

Superintendent Greg Maddox, and Reverend 
L.W. Howard from the Faith Chapel Family Worship 
in Labelle, FL. 

Since the September tragedy and the United 
States involvement in Afghanistan, patriotism has 
risen to the forefront of many people’s lives, encour- 
aging a greater appreciation for our people in the mil- 
itary, past and present. 

The Seminole people are no exception and 
this year’s ceremony was a chance to display their 
pride and support of the nation and its veterans. 

After the invocation by L. W. Howard, the 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by Ahfachkee 
School students. 

Singer Henry Battiest poured his heart and 
voice into “God Bless the USA,” a song that has 
become almost a second anthem for this nation. 

Next, in what has become a Veterans Day 
tradition, Moses Jumper, Jr., read a poem he had writ- 
ten especially for the occasion. He acknowledged his 
late father, Moses Jumper Sr., and uncle, Howard 
Tiger, who were two of the 
first Seminole enlistees in 
World War II. 

Jumper, who has 
been writing poetry for 
many years, said, “I write 
what strikes my heart and 
flows from my spirit.” 

Before introducing 
Mitchell Cypress, emcee 
Coffey took the opportunity 
to ask the audience, “What 
does Osama bin Laden have 
in common with General 
Custer?” 

“Neither one could 
figure out were all those 
Tomahawks were coming 
from.” 

President/Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
rose to make his welcoming 
remarks and acknowledge 
special guests. Speaking in 
Miccosukee, he made the 
sad announcement of the 
passing of a Tribal elder, 

Lillian Johns Bowers of the 
Brighton Reservation. He 
asked everyone to remem- 
ber the family in their 
prayers. 

Cypress said he 
“was very glad that this 
Seminole Veterans Day 
event has become a tradi- 
tion with our Tribe because 
it is important to remember and appreciate our veter- 
ans. It also illuminates the fact that many Native 
Americans served in the Armed Forces, a fact not 
known to many.” 

Cypress welcomed back Wallace Coffey to 
this year’s gathering and acknowledged special guest, 
Boy Ladd (Winnebago), a decorated Vietnam war 
hero. 

Ladd was instrumental in getting three 


Seminole veterans inducted into the Red Feather 
Society, an organization of Native American veterans. 

After Cypress’ welcome, emcee Coffey 
thanked Paul Buster’s “Cowbone Band” for providing 
some of the mood music for the occasion. 

Coffey introduced all of the Tribal digni- 
taries in attendance. Seminole Princess, Mercedes 
Osceola made her introduction and welcoming 
remarks in both Miccosukee and English. She 
thanked the veterans for fighting for freedom and 
protecting our way of life. 

Dr. Patricia Wickman was introduced next. 
Dr. Wickman took the opportunity to present Mitchell 
Cypress with a medallion from Lt. Colonel Rich 
Gallant, Commander of the National Guard, 2nd 
Battalion, 12th Infantry. 

She explained that the Guard has a battalion 
named after 

the Seminole, and they a feel a kinship to the 
Unconquered Nation and abiding admiration for their 
strength as warriors. 

The greeting for the men in the Seminole 
Battalion is a salute and the words, “Seminole sir, 
never surrender!” Dr. Wickman presented Cypress 
with a medallion with the Seminole Battalion salute 

inscribed on it.. 

The 

Reverend L. W. 
Howard, who was 
introduced next, 
spoke words of life 
and encourage- 
ment. He reminded 
everyone that all 
things are possible 
with faith in God 
and the importance 
of unity. 

“Recognize preju- 
dice as an enemy 
tool, every war has 
been won by team- 
work so remember, 
United We Stand.” 

Also pres- 
ent to give remarks 
was Hendry County 
Sheriff Steve 
Worley, and Glades 
County 

Commissioner, 
Butch Jones, who 
both came with vet- 
erans from Post 
299 of Glades 
County. 

One of the 
day’s highlights 
was the playing of 
a sad, melodious 
tribute song called 
“Vietnam, Why Did 
You Take My Only Son?” by renowned Native 
flautist, Sonny Nevaquaya. 

A Comanche Tribal member from 
Oklahoma, Sonny is a veteran who comes from a 
family of veterans. Nevaquaya has 10 family mem- 
bers who served in Vietnam and uncles who served in 
Germany and Korea. 

Nevaquaya also made a special presentation 
of a handmade flute decorated with the American flag 
and a POW flag to Mitchell Cypress. Nevaquaya not 


only plays the flute, he makes his own flutes and 
teaches the art of flute making. 

Big Cypress Board Representative Paul 
Bowers, Sr., entertained the audience with a recount- 
ing of his enlistment into the Marine Corps. 

In 1968, Bowers was on the verge of being 
sent home from Haskell Indian Jr. College in 
Lawrence, KS, because of his less than average 
progress in academics and above average progress in 
extracurricular activities. 

Bowers knew that he was probably on his 
way back home, but 
talked to a counselor to 
review his options. The 
counselor introduced him 
to a Marine recruiter. 

“I thought he 
was going to send me 
home but as it turned it 
was the long way home, 
going through boot camp 
in San Diego, serving in 
Japan and Vietnam first,” 
said Bowers. 

When the 

recruiter explained the 
enlistment options, 

Bowers chose to go in 
under the “buddy system,” 
where he and a friend 
would do basic training 
and the remainder of their 
service together. 

So he and 

Donald Mahkewa Jr., a 
Hopi from Arizona, joined 
up together. Bowers said 
that, after basic training, 
he had no idea what had 
become of Mahkewa. 

To the amaze- 
ment and delight of every- 
one, Bowers introduced 
Mahkewa to the audience. 

After 32 years, Mahkewa 
had been contacted by Bowers and traveled to Florida 
from his home in Kearns Crayon, AZ. 

Mahkewa said that he was selected for radio 
operator communications training after basic training. 
By the time he was sent to Vietnam in 1969, Bowers 
had already been shipped home. 

Another highlight was a special ceremony, 
conducted by Boy Ladd, in recognition of the men 
and women who gave their lives on Sept. 11, 2001. 

Ladd, a decorated war hero who served in 
Special Forces in Vietnam, a member of the Red 
Feather Society and War Bundle Society, spoke of the 
need for unity in the nation right now and our respon- 
sibility to teach the young the most sacred ways. 

With assistance from Seminole veterans, 
Ladd opened the ceremony with a prayer, acknowl- 
edging the spirits of all who were lost. Sage was 
burned to cleanse impurities of thought and embrace 
a feeling of well being, Ladd explained each part of 
the symbolism and purpose. 

There was also an offering of food and drink 
to the spirits. It was a moving ceremony that brought 
a hush over the complex as everyone participated in 
the moment of respect. 

Afterwards, students of the Big Cypress 
Ahfachkee School shared their thoughts on Veterans 
Day by reading their essays. The students reading this 


year were Dylan Osceola, Talisha Leach, Donald 
Green, Benny Hernandez, and Brittney Buster. 

Then, the Seminole Tribe Fire and Rescue 
workers and Seminole Department of Law 
Enforcement were presented with a plaque in appreci- 
ation of their dedication. 

Accepting on behalf of the Fire and Rescue 
was Ed Moran and Police Chief Tom Hernan accept- 
ed on behalf of SDLE. The Seminole firefighters who 
were recognized were Mary Jean Koenes, Jeanette 
Cypress, Danielle Cypress, and Joe Frank. 

As the morning cere- 
monies approached a conclu- 
sion, Fort Pierce Council 
Liaison Sally R. Tommie read 
a poem that referred to the 
nation’s recent sorrows and 
our resolve to become united 
and stand together. She first 
thanked the Creator for all 
that we are and have and 
thanked the veterans for their 
commitment to keep us free. 

As Wallace Coffey 
read the names of the 
Seminole Veterans, a receiv- 
ing line, formed by all the 
veterans in attendance, encir- 
cled the width of the room as 
everyone passed through the 
line to thank the veterans. 

Afterwards, lunch 
was served to the community 
and guests, concluding this 
year’s Veterans Day celebra- 
tion. 

“My Thoughts On 
Veterans Day” 

By Donald Green 
Veterans Day is a 
day of freedom, because of the 
vets that have served in the 
past wars. The Veterans long 
ago made many sacrifices as 
the ones who are in Afghanistan are making today. 
They aren ’t vets yet because they haven ’t come back. 
If they come back. We have some vets here on the 
Rez, and we especially want to thank those who 
served before. This Veterans Day is especially impor- 
tant to us because we have a war going on right now 
in Afghanistan. These soldiers are making great sac- 
rifices right now, and I hope we win. So I am happy 
to be here to thank our vets that have helped us keep 
our freedom. 

“Veterans Day” 

By Talisha Leach 

Veterans Day is the day we celebrate our 
freedom and give thanks for the sacrifice the veterans 
have made for us. Freedom is that we get to choose 
whether we want to go to church or what we do for 
our profession. We have freedom of speech and we 
have the freedom of how we live our lives. 

Veterans Day is a different kind of holiday 
because we honor the people that have been in the 
wars and are still alive today. Other holidays cele- 
brate the birth, love and death of people. 

I want to thank the Seminole veterans who 
are here today, for helping us keep our freedom. 



E. Tiger 


David Nunez holds U.S. flag during the Nov. 8 
Veterans Day ceremony. 
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E. Tiger 

Miss Seminole Mercedes Osceola shows off 
the Veterans Day cake with the flags of the 
United States and the Seminole Tribe. 



1st American 
Tobacco Shop 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
288 Brands 
Generics 
Canadians 

DRIVE THRU 




• Custom Made Tikis 

• Wood Decking 

• Patios & Bars 

• Native American Artifacts 


5791 S State Rd. 7 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 
(954) 581-8411 




Anhinga Indian 
Trading Post 

5791 South State Road 7 (441) 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 

954-581-0416 
954-581-8411 
Fax: 954-316-5003 
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Okeechobee Homecoming Features Brighton Students 


By Barbara Secody 

OKEECHOBEE — Nov. 2 was a day to 
remember as Okeechobee High School celebrated 
Homecoming. 

The day started off with a parade through 
town as residents and business owners came out to 
applaud the parade entries as they passed by. 

Floats depicting the American Spirit, march- 
ing bands, homecoming kings and queens and Mr. 
And Miss OHS were on hand to boost team spirit for 
that night’s big game against the South Fork 
Bulldogs. 

Several Brighton students participated in the 
homecoming festivities. Andrew Bowers, son of Kay 
and A. J. Bowers, was voted Mr. OHS, while Bryan 
Arledge, son of Arica Buck, was chosen as Freshman 
Float attendant for the ninth grade football team. 

Ninth grader Alysa Willie, daughter of 
Cindy Rodriquez, a flutist, marched with the band 
during the parade. 


Hundreds of well-wishers from Brighton and 
Okeechobee showed their team spirit as they came 
out to cheer their home team at the homecoming 
game that evening. The stands were packed with 
cheering friends, family and community members as 
the Brahmans easily defeated the Bulldogs. 

Seminole players Jarrid Smith and Andrew 
Bowers of Brighton drew cheers from the crowd and 
praise from Coach Cary McKee. 

“Andrew has done an outstanding job this 
year as leading receiver, and leads in scoring this sea- 
son,” said McKee. 

Jarrid, Brahmans’ offensive tackle has start- 
ed every game. 

“Good thing we will have him for two more 
years. We are looking for big things from this young 
athlete,” said McKee. 

“Both young men do well in school and it 
should be easy to get them in college.” 


What’s New With Jo Leigh “Boogie” Johns 


By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE — The last time the 
Tribune talked with Jo Leigh Johns, she had recently 
graduated from Florida Gulf Coast University with a 
bachelor’s degree, and was starting a new career with 
the Tribe as Youth Support Coordinator. 

Johns still works in Education as Youth 
Support Coordinator. However, in August she decided 
it was time to continue her education and recently 
enrolled at FGCU to pursue a 
master’s degree in Mental 
Health Counseling. 

Jo Leigh is a full- 
time student, a full-time moth- 
er to 4-year old Kalgary 
Johns, and a full-time Tribal 
employee. The amazing thing 
is that she fulfills each duty 
with commitment and respon- 
sibility. 

Johns admits that her 
responsibilities are, at times, 
overwhelming, and has decid- 
ed to go to school part-time in 
the Spring of 2002. However, 
her priority is Kalgary and 
being accessible to the stu- 
dents on the Brighton reserva- 
tion. 

She loves working 
with kids and is proud to be 
able to help the students work 
towards a successful and pro- 
ductive future. Her goal is to 
continue working with chil- 
dren and adolescents after 
receiving her master’s degree. 

In July, Johns was 
appointed as Director of Women’s Breakaway for the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association. 

Women’s Breakaway is similar to men’s calf 
roping. Both are timed events. In men’s calf roping, 
the cowboys dismount from the horse and tie the 
calf’s hooves together. 

In women’s breakaway, the cowgirls do not 
dismount and rope the calf’s saddle horns. 


Johns competed in the Women’s Breakaway 
event in this year’s Indian National Finals Rodeo in 
Billings, MT. Boogie placed fifth overall. Her usual 
event has been barrel racing, but this year she did not 
compete in that event. 

In all, Johns juggles a busy schedule of class 
two times a week, a full-time job and practicing her 
events at least three times a week. Next year, she 
hopes to compete in all women’s rodeo events. 

Jo Leigh is constantly 
evolving. She recently pur- 
chased two new stud horses, 
Own Son of Doc O’ Lena and 
Own Son of Colonel Freckles. 
These two horses belong to a 
famous bloodline that can be 
found out West, but rare to 
Florida. 

Johns hopes that, by 
breeding these two bloodlines, 
she will be able to provide a 
better breed of horses to 
Florida. 

This breeding pro- 
gram would be a family-main- 
tained program, with father, 
Norman Johns, breaking the 
ponies. Presently, they are 
building a new state of the art 
horse bam. 

Although Colonel 
Freckles is dead, his descen- 
dents are known best for their 
cutting abilities. Doc O’ Lena’s 
descendents are best known 
for their speed and also cut- 
ting. As a matter of fact, the 
horse Boogie uses for barrel 
racing, Tually, is a daughter from Colonel Freckles. 

Lastly, congratulations to Jo Leigh and 
Wildcat Naha Jumper. They announced their engage- 
ment, and plan to be married in a Christmas theme 
ceremony at their home at Brighton Reservation on 
Dec. 15. We wish you both all the best in your future 
together. 



L-R: JoLeigh Johns, Kalgary Johns, 
Naha Jumper. JoLeigh and Naha plan to 
wed on Dec. 15. 
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Brighton Salutes 

By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — On Nov. 7, the community 
paid special tribute to the Tribal Veterans, both living 
and deceased, for their service to this country. 

The ceremony began at 10:30 a.m. with wel- 
coming remarks, followed by an Invocation by Tribal 
Veteran Wonder Johns. The National Anthem, per- 
formed beautifully by Trina Bowers, preceded a 
recital of the Pledge of Allegiance by the Brighton 
Seminole Pre-School students. 

After the Pledge, the Tribal Officials were 
introduced. Brighton Board Representative Alex 
Johns, Brighton Council Representative John Wayne 
Huff, Sr., and President/Acting Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress participated in the Veterans Day ceremony. 

The First Indian Baptist Academy also pre- 
sented essays for the Veterans. After the presentation 


Their Veterans 

from the First Indian Baptist Academy, each Veteran 
was presented a plaque, t-shirts and jackets, which 
were given to the Veterans by the Tribal officials. 

The Chairman’s office presented each man 
with a special bag filled with a variety of items. 
Lunch, a guest speaker and closing remarks complet- 
ed the ceremony. 

The Veterans honored were: Deceased- Fred 
Smith, Roley Buck, Charlie Gopher, Bert Jones, 

Lester Gopher and Cecil Johns. Living Veterans are: 
Sammie Gopher, Billy Micco, Russell Osceola, Sr., 
Stanlo Johns, Archie Johns, Joe L. Johns, Gary Billie, 
Jack Smith, Jr., Dan Bowers, Timmy Johns, Eddie 
Shore, Johnny Osceola, Wonder Johns, David Nunez, 
Jr., Joseph Tiger, Craig Gopher, John Wayne Huff, Sr., 
Andrew Bowers, Sr., and Randy Santiago. 


PAC 

Continued from page 1 


Betty Osceola, Mary Jane Storm and Minnie 
Doctor also set up tables to display their craftwork, 
which were available for purchase. 

Mercedes then introduced the Tribal digni- 
taries who were present, allowing each to address the 
group. First to take to the microphone was Hollywood 
Council Representative Max Osceola, Jr. 


“When my generation was growing up we 
knew that when we left the reservation we would 
have to be able to compete in the non-Indian world. 
There was not as much racism in the schools as peo- 
ple like my mom and Betty Mae Jumper faced. But 
the teachers were still suspicious of us and they 
thought we were being abused because of the scratch- 
es on our arms and because we didn’t make eye con- 
tact with others,” said Mr. Osceola. 

Other dignitaries present included Tribal 
Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola and Hollywood Board 
Representative David DeHass. Each welcomed the 
group to the reservation. 

During dinner, entertainment was 
provided by “Native Spirit” dancers 
William Cypress (Seminole) and Duke 
Romero (Apache). Raffles were held for 
various Indian crafts. 

Each educator in attendance 
received a special gift bag that included 
issues of the Seminole Tribune, A Day in 
the life at Big Cypress, 2000 and 2001 
Tribal calendars, literature about the vari- 
ous programs offered by the Tribe to its 
members, discount coupons for Billie 
Swamp Safari and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, and the Wagon Book by Betty 
Mae Jumper. Libraries at each school also 
received books and videos about the 
Seminoles. 

Throughout the evening, children 
were literally pulling their parents by the 
arms to come and meet their teachers. By 
the end of the night, it was hard to tell who 
got more out of the event - the Seminole 
children or the teachers. 


Alex Johns Turns 28 



Brighton Board Representative Alex Johns’ reaction when he 
realized it was no ordinary staff meeting. 


BRIGHTON — Brighton Board Representative Alex 
Johns celebrated his 28th birthday on Monday, Oct. 8, 2001. 
Wife Liz and the Brighton Cattle & Range office gave Johns a 
surprise party. 

Linda Daum, Camellia S. Osceola and Don Robertson 
were instrumental in ensuring the surprise went off without a 
hitch. Alex was caught totally off-guard, thinking Don was hav- 
ing a mandatory staff meeting. Friends, family and staff feasted 
on B-B-Q ribs, chicken and all the fixin’s. 

We all hope to see Alex celebrate many more with us 
here at the Brighton Cattle & Range office. 


Attention. If you are between 
the ages of 14 to 21 and interested in 
working, contact Timmy Marin, Brighton 
Reservation Youth & Work Experience 
Training Program Counselor at (863) 
763-3572, ext. 101 at the Education 
Building or (Nextel #) 634-6524, 2-way 
ID #55312 for more information. 


Dr. Siudmak 
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• Family Planning 

• Nurse Midwifery 
Services 

• Ultrasounds In 
Office 


• Laser & Microsurgery 

• Gynecological Surgery 

• High Risk Pregnancy 

• Infertility Counseling 
& Treatment 


Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


961-8303 

431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 

Suite 250, Hollywood 

Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle 

Flamingo Rd. 


Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 
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Almost done. Adam Osceola prepares to pass fans as the students work on the last two rows. 


Tribal Students Rebuild A Cultural Symbol 
During Florida Heritage Cracker Days 

By Michael James 

OKEECHOBEE 

— On Nov. 16, Tribal stu- 
dents from the Brighton 
reservation rebuilt the 
chickee on the 
Okeechobee High School 
campus. 

This summer, the 
chickee, which was built 
by Tribal students last 
year, burned down under 
mysterious circumstances. 

Officials have had few 
leads, and the mystery 
remains unsolved. 

However, the eleven stu- 
dents from the Brighton 
reservation, with great 
pride, erected a new chick- 
ee. 

Unfortunately, 
this incident of vandalism 
was the not the only one to 
be reported. During 
Homecoming Week, the 
Okeechobee High School 
was also vandalized. Trees 
were uprooted and graffiti 
written everywhere. The 
perpetrators placed blame 

To refute this claim, the seniors quickly 
solicited donations from the community to 
replace the landscaping that was destroyed and 
helped the Sophomore class rebuild their home- 
coming float, which was also vandalized. 

The Seminole students that helped 
rebuild the chickee were: 9th graders, Brian 
Aldridge, Nola Gopher, Johnnie Jones, Jr., Adam 
Osceola, Deanna Osceola and Alyssa Wiles; 10th 
graders, Jade Braswell, Sharri Jones and Kari 
Kroeplin; 11th graders, Nicki Osceola and Jarred 
Smith and 12th grader, Andrew Bowers. 

The rebuilding of the chickee took 
place during the Florida Cracker Heritage event, 
which was held at the Freshman campus. 
Officials agreed there was no better time to have 
the Seminole students display their pride. 

There was a Cow Camp re-enactment, 
Betty Williamson discussed the history of 
Okeechobee and the Seminole Indian mural, 

D.R. Daniels demonstrated calf roping, farm ani- 
mals, traditional cracker cooking by Taylor 
Holmes and Earl Raulerson and the Hazellief 
family showed the infamous Cracker Horses. 



Michael James 

D’anna Osceola prepares fans. 



Coordinator, JoLeigh Johns. 


on the Class of 2001. 


Brighton Hot Meal News 


By Michael James 

BRIGHTON — The Senior Citizens have 
been keeping a fairly busy during the month of 
November. 

On Nov. 3, 15 seniors, escorted by Brighton 
Council Representative John Wayne Huff, Sr., on a 
weekend trip to shop, shop, shop. They left aboard a 
greyhound bus and visited the Kissimmee Flea 
Market, stayed overnight in Kissimmee, visited the 
Webster Flea Market the next day, stayed the night, 
and returned on Monday. 

They returned home with plenty of goodies 
from the shopping excursion, which is sponsored by 
the Board every year. 

On Nov. 14, seniors from the Brighton, Big 
Cypress and Immokalee reservations were invited to 
Miccosukee for an early Thanksgiving dinner. 
Hollywood provided bus transportation. 

Arriving at Miccosukee early in the morn- 
ing, the group started the day with 5 games of Bingo. 
Cash prizes of $25 and $50 were up for grabs, as 
well as door prizes. 

The winners of the “Bingo tournament” 
were: first prize- Jenny Snow, a beautiful navy blue, 
satin skirt. Second prize- Mary Robbins, who won 2 
Seminole Indian jackets. Third place- a Trail resident 
who won a man’s Indian shirt. 


After Bingo, the seniors enjoyed a beautiful 
lunch of tossed salad, pumpkin bread, rice with ham- 
burger gravy, com, macaroni and cheese and fried 
chicken. The meal was completed with a wide array 
of cakes and pies, which they enjoyed while engag- 
ing in a social hour. Photographers were on hand to 
capture the celebration and group pictures were taken 
from each reservation. The seniors returned home 
around 4:00 p.m. 

On Nov. 20, Council Representative John 
Wayne Huff, Sr., treated the Brighton seniors to a 
Thanksgiving lunch at Luby’s in the Lakeshore Mall 
in Sebring. 

On Dec. 12, the seniors will make another 
trip to Miccosukee for an early Christmas celebra- 
tion, very similar to the Thanksgiving dinner. 

In other past news, 10 senior citizens went 
to the Professional Bull Riding in Las Vegas on Oct. 
25-29. There were mixed feelings about the trip. 
While the overall experience was enjoyable, the seat- 
ing in the arena was not very accessible for some 
seniors. 

A separate trip by the seniors, during the 
same time, seemed to be a bit more enjoyable. 10 sen- 
iors went to Montana and had a wonderful time tour- 
ing Yellowstone National Park and seeing the snow. 


Brighton Recreation News 


By Michael James 

The following are the scheduled events 
for the month of December: 

Saturday, Dec. 1 : The Holiday Cheer 
Pool Tournament, open to all Tribal members and 
spouses. Pool for youth and adults, sign up begins 
at 8:00 a.m. the tournament begins at 9:00 a.m. 

Friday, Dec. 7: The Bert C. Jones 
Memorial Basketball Tournament, Indian only, 35 
and over, men and women. The entry fee is 
$150.00. 

Saturday, Dec. 8: The Bert C. Jones 


Memorial tournament continues with an entry fee 
of $200.00 

Saturday, Dec. 15: The men and women’s 
softball tournament is scheduled. The tournament 
is open to the general public. The entry fee is 
$ 200.00 

The Senior Citizen Shuffleboard 
Tournament that was scheduled for Nov. 14 has 
been rescheduled for early January. The time and 
date of the tournament will be made available 
later. 
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Hollywood Community Observes Thanksgiving with Dinner 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Nov. 16, 
Seminole Tribal members gathered at the 
gymnasium to for Thanksgiving Dinner, 
hosted by Hollywood Council 
Representative Max Osceola and 
Hollywood Board Representative David 
Dehass. 

Both representatives conveyed 
their well wishes to everyone during the 
holiday and stated that this was a day to 
give thanks for all things made available 
to each Tribal member. 

The meal, prepared and served 
by Maydell Osceola and family, included 
turkey, stuffing, vegetables, and pumpkin 
pie. Also, as an extra gift, each household 
received a gift certificate to Publix, spon- 
sored by both representatives. 


Alexandra Frank 

Judy Ann Osceola prepares to enjoy her holiday meal. 



Dade and Broward Businesses Sponsor Santa’s Toy Drive 


Santa’s Toy Drive is now collecting new 
unwrapped toys and gifts for children in Dade and 
Broward counties. 

Toys collected in Dade County will be donat- 
ed to The Florida Department of Children and 
Families and Children Medical Services. Toys collect- 
ed in Broward County will go to The Children’s 
Home Society, Family Central and Light of the World 
Clinic. 

Donations are accepted through Dec. 10 at 
the following locations: 

All State Farm agent and claim offices 
in Dade and Broward Counties 
Parrot Jungle 

South Motors Auto Dealers (5 locations 


in Dade County) 

Sawgrass Ford Collision Center 
(Broward County) 

Ramco (2 locations in Dade County) 
Other Sponsors include: Hispanic 

Broadcasting Corp. (Radio Mambi, WQBA, 

Salsa 98, Amor 107.5), Radio Disney, El Heraldo 
Newspaper of Broward County, The Miami Laker 
News, Safelite Auto Glass, Citizen’s Crime Watch of 
Miami Dade, Miami Lakes Metro Dade Police 
Department, Volunteer Broward, Hands On Miami, 
Sawgrass Association of Insurance and Financial 
Advisors in Broward County. 

Potential sponsors are welcome to call the 
Santa Hotline at (305) 820-3466. 



Otter Clan Meeting Held 


Dorothy Tucker, President/Acting Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Peggy Osceola, Connie Gowen, and 
Big Cypress Councilman David Cypress were a few of the Otters who attended the Otter Clan meet- 
ing, held at Troy Tiger’s property on Nov. 17. Jack Motlow started the meeting off with a few words 
at 10:00 am. Lunch was catered by Betty’s restaurant. There were visitors from as far away as 
Brighton until well into the afternoon. 


Foster Kids Christmas Toy Drive And Angel Tree 



This Christmas, some 
members of the Hollywood 
Community are planning to 
organize a Toy Drive and 
Angel Tree for the Seminole 
foster children. With the sup- 
port of Council Representative 
Max Osceola, Jr. and Board 
Representative David Dehass, 
we plan to have a month long 
event. 

Remember, while the 
Tribe has become more finan- 
cially stable, there are some 
things money can’t buy. Many 
Seminole children within our 
communities will not have par- 


ents with which to celebrate 
the Christmas holidays. 

We are asking for 
your help to make the holidays 
a little more pleasant for these 
children. If you would like to 
volunteer your time or have a 
child in foster care that would 
like to be included, please call 
Holly Tiger at (954) 585-8920 
or leave a message at (954) 
989-6840 xl309, Elrod Bowers 
at (954) 967-34 16 or (954) 
966-6300 xl265. Also call the 
numbers listed if you have any 
questions or suggestions. 

Thank you. 



Food Drive at CityPlace to Help Over 1,000 Children 


Camp CityPlace has chosen the Dick Webber 
Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse as the bene- 
factor of their food drive. On Nov. 10, from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., the Dick Webber Center will be 
collecting food and toys by the fountains in 
CityPlace. The children who attend Camp CityPlace 
will be asked to bring non-perishable food to help the 
Dick Webber Center’s neediest clients. 

The Center serves over 2,000 families annu- 
ally and works to prevent child abuse and neglect 
through parenting, support, and case management. 


Danielle Johnson, the coordinator of the 
drive, hopes that this holiday season tha community 
will open their hearts to help families in their own 
community. Even in the wake of the destruction of 
Sept. 1 1 , the Center continues to prevent child abuse 
and help parents raise loving and responsible chil- 
dren. 

Donations can also be dropped off at one of 
the Center’s 11 drop off locations in Palm Beach and 
Broward. 


Hm Chain hf Survival Savnn Llvnn 


■ Recognize tire warning &J(p"kS 
and call 9-1-1 Immediately. 


-Give OPR. 


Provide early doftHillatfcm 
wtth an automated external 
daflbrllator (AED). 


Get early advanced 
emergency care. 



About 235,000 
Americana die 
ot sudden cardiac 
arrest each year. 




MYRNALOY 


Tribal Dividends Accepted 

24 Hrs.* Speedy Release* Professional Service ****** 
Tel: 954, 583.91 1 9 3232 W. Broward Bl vd Fort Lauderdale, FL 3331 2 


Governor 
Candidate 
Visits Tribe 


HOLLYWOOD — 

On Nov. 13, President/Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
welcomed gubernatorial can- 
didate, State Sen. Daryl L. 

Jones (D-40). Jones, who 
announced his candidacy on 
June 19, was the first 
Democrat to officially enter 
the 2002 race for governor. 

Jones said his cam- 
paign will focus on five 
issues: education, economic 
development, health care, 
public safety, and the envi- 
ronment. 

During his visit to the Tribal headquar- 
ters, Jones met with President/Acting Chairman 
Cypress and was given a tour of the facility by 
Executive Administrative Assistant Sally 
Tommie. 



L-R: President/Acting Chairman Mitchell Cypress, State Senator 
Daryl L. Jones. 

“Visiting the Tribe has been very educa- 
tional for me,” said Jones, “to come and learn 
how the Tribe benefits the rest of our communi- 
ty.” 

“It’s been very worthwhile for me to be 

here.” 



License 

Problems? 


We Can Help. 


Suspended 


License 


Revoked 


License 


Traffic Ticket 


The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 








The Seminole Tribune 


7 


November 30, 2001 


Your Money - The Dangers of Co-Signing 


By Ken Goosens 

[Editor s note. Ken Goosens works for the Tribe in 
Housing Finance and counsels Tribal members on 
loans and their credit. The opinions he expresses are 
his own.] 

What would you do if a friend or relative 
asked you to “co-sign” for them or a child asked to 
take over a bank account of yours? 

Maybe your son is signing his first lease, 
and the landlord won’t rent to him unless someone 
co-signs the lease. Perhaps your mother has poor 
credit because she was sick and couldn’t work. But 
now she needs a car, and the lender won’t take her 
unless someone co-signs for the automobile loan. 

You might have a bank account you shared 
with your child, where you deposited all the child’s 
money. Now that the child is 18, should you let the 
child take over the use of that bank account? 

These requests can be difficult to turn down, 
because we want to help our friends and family. “I’ll 
pay all the bills,” the other person assures us, “I just 
need your signature.” It all sounds harmless, but it 
isn’t. Here’s what can happen all too easily. 

Your sister drives the car up on your lawn 
and gives the keys to you. She doesn’t want the car 
any more, which she says has been giving her one 
mechanical problem after another and needs repairs. 
You chide her for barely ever changing the oil and 
protest that you can’t afford the payments on another 
car. 


But, since you co-signed for the automobile 
loan, you owe all the money left to pay on the car. So 
you call the lender and tell them to take the car back. 
But the value of the car they repossess is not enough 
to cover the loan left, so the lender bills you for 
$1,600. Your sister won’t pay for that lemon and you 
refuse to pay on a car that’s not yours. So the 
bill goes into collection. 

Later, when you try to 
get a mortgage loan to buy a 
house, the lender says he 
won’t consider making a 
decision until you first 
clear up all your delin- 
quent debts. Only now, 
with fees and interest, 
the bill is $2,800. So, 
you bite the bullet and 
start paying $400 a month 
for a car you never used. 

You may be harmed 
even when the loan you co-sign is 
actually current. Suppose you insist on 
paying all your bills on time and in full. Your credit 
history is perfect. Or so you think. But when a lender 
runs your credit history report, you credit score is 
below what is needed. 

How can this be? The lender explains that 
you’ve been a month behind on automobile payments 
eight times during the last year, and that single item 


alone pulls your credit score down. 

“But that’s not even my loan!,” you protest, 
“I just co-signed for a friend. It’s not fair that some- 
one else’s late payments count against me. I paid all 
the bills I was responsible for.” 

Welcome to the wonderful world of co-sign- 
ing. As a co-signer, that debt goes on your 
credit report because it’s your debt. 
You are obligated to make the 
payments under the contract 
if the other person fails to. 
But you are also respon- 
sible for the debt’s 
being paid on time and 
in full every month. 
Co-signing 

puts your good credit at 
risk and in the hands of 
another person whose 
actions you do not control. 
Think about the basic 
premise of co-signing for loans. A 
professional lender, experienced in 
dealing with hundreds or thousands of people, finds 
this person too risky to accept. Before shouldering 
that risk and putting your money and credit on the 
line for that person, ask whether you really know bet- 
ter than the professional that the other person will pay 
the debt responsibly. 

The danger of co-signing applies not just to 


loans, but letting your name be on an account with 
another person really using it. Suppose the other per- 
son overdraws a bank account or fails to pay some 
service charge - unbeknownst to you, because the 
account statement goes to the other person. 

Once the bank reports a delinquent loss on 
that account with the other person, you might find 
your other accounts frozen. Your ATM card is confis- 
cated by the automatic teller. A grocery store refuses 
to accept your check. You have no idea why because 
the problem was not even something you did. 

I’m not saying you should never co-sign. 

I’ve done it once for a married daughter with a full 
time job, with no problem. But helping others is one 
thing and harming yourself is another. 

Before you put your good name on the line 
for someone else, ask whether you really want to set 
yourself up to be blindsided by someone else’s fiscal 
ignorance, inexperience, irresponsibility, and prob- 
lems. 

Many people have regretted letting their 
financial reputation be subject to the bad luck or bad 
choices of other people. One thing you might do to 
lessen the risk is to insist that you get account state- 
ments and that the other person first pay you so that 
you in turn pay any bills. 

That way you at least know whether the bills 
are being paid in full and on time. 



Ready To Lose Those 
Unwanted Pounds??? 

We are an Internationa] Weight Loss and Nutrition Company that has been 
helping people lose weight for nearly 20 years. We have helped over 20 million 
people worldwide lose weigh! fast, safely, and effectively with aur doctor 
approved, all natural products. But most importantly, we'll work with you 
personally to keep the weight off permanently! 

LET US HELP YOU LOSE WEIGHT, TOO! 

WE NEED 23 MORE PEOPLE IN THIS AREA 

Well pay you CASH to lose up to 
30 pounds in the next 30 days!!! 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1 -888-21 5-0722 

This is a Limited Time Offer so ACT NOW!! 


DSO News 



of 


We’re adding art to the DSO Building! If you 
are interested in displaying your artwork on the 2nd 
and 3rd floor area of the DSO Building, or would like 
to donate artwork, plants, etc. Please call Michael 
Kelly (Library) or Mabel Osceola (Culture) at the 
DSO Building at 989-6840, ext. 1226 or xl227. 

We are requesting original artwork, please. 
Watercolor, oils, pen and ink, acrylic, prints, mixed 
media, crafts, photography, etc. 

We would like to set up individual exhibits 
for artists as soon as possible. Artists may display 
their artwork for one or more months at a time. 

Supply a price list and artist information sheet to 
Michael Kelly. 

Help us bring Seminole art and culture to the 
DSO Building. 


Michael Kelly will teach the art of papier 
mache on Thursdays from 9-10 a.m. for seniors at the 
DSO Library, 2nd floor. All art supplies are included, 
courtesy of the Culture Department. 

Michael Kelly is a papier mache artist and 
teaches classes throughout the state of Florida. He has 
appeared on PBS public television, Deco Drive (FOX 
TV), WAMI TV, the Miami Herald, Sun-Sentinel, 
Naples Daily News and many local newspapers. Stop 
by the library and say hello. Thanks! 

New extended hours policy. Students who 
arrive at the DSO Library between the hours of 2 and 
3 p.m. may stay until 5:00 p.m. If they would like to 
stay for the extended hours, they must first go home 
for dinner and then return to the Library. 


Call to Action! The Chickee Christian 
Academy students need to raise a minimum of 
$3,000 to publish the 2002 yearbook. To help, 
become an Ambassador Advocate by doing one or 
more of the following: 

Have your name listed on the Ambassador 
Advocates pages in the yearbook for a donation of 
$20.00 for each name listed, which may include 
names of children, in memoriam, etc. 

Advertise your business or ministry by 
purchasing a 1/8 page (business card size) ad for a 
donation of $50.00. The ad may extend “Best 
Wishes” to the Chickee Christian Academy, or to 


that special student in your life. 

Submit a list of businesses, friends, family 
members, etc., from which we can establish a data- 
base of contacts to approach to support our fund 
drive. 

Volunteer your service by contacting peo- 
ple you know. Come by the school for further 
details. 

The Chickee Christian Academy has until 
the first week of March to pay all fees and submit 
all materials to the publisher for a June 2002 deliv- 
ery date. For more information, call (954) 894- 
5651. 


If You re I 
Trouble . . . 


License Problems 
Suspended 
License 

Revoked License 
Traffic Tickets 
DU I 

Nursing Home 
Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 

Staff Negligence 


The Law Offic 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


ULTIMATE 


TRAVEL & 
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❖ Buzz Bake Sa&e 

❖ U2 ❖ 
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❖ Y-100 Jingle<*Bc 
❖ Britney Spears 
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❖ Ringling Bros 
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❖ David Copperf£e’ 

❖ Miami Grand Pfci 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-849! 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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THESE ROCKS WERE REMOVED 
DURING EXCAVATION OF THIS 
MOUND. THE INDIANS CARRIED 
THEM SEVERAL HUNDRED YARD 
AWAY FROM A QUARRY. 
THEY GIVE AN IDEA OF HOW 
THE MOUND WAS BUILT 


Alexandra Frank 

This sign is right in front of the Kolomoki Museum, the rocks in the foreground 
weigh as much as 50 pounds and heavier. 


Time Travel Tour 

Continued from page 1 

able to preview excavated items such as 
pottery, and flint items used for arrows, 
knives, or even spearheads. Also on dis- 
play were models depicting what the sur- 
rounding area near the mounds may have 
looked like when the city was in its prime. 

There are also models of what 
the Weeden Island Indians may have 
looked like as well as the type of structure 
their homes and/or buildings may have 
resembled. 

The site was first researched in 
1948. From 1949 through 1952, scientific 
excavation of the mounds were conduct- 
ed. Dr. William H. Sears directed the 
work and received assistance from the 
local people 

There were many prized artifacts 
discovered from this important site in 
Georgia’s history or, for that matter, in the 


southeastern region of the United States. 
These items were on display at the muse- 
um. From these items emerged details of 
how this ancient community developed. 

The Kolomoki Mounds are 
believed to have been inhabited between 
250 and 900 A.D. and supported a com- 
munity of 1,500 to 2,000 people. Their 
occupation of this area was continuous for 
about 650 years. 

It is here that the discovery of 
temple mound “A” was made. Mound A is 
believed to be the home site of the Chief- 
Priest and the same location where he 
conducted religious ceremonies. 

There was a plaza in front of the 
mound that served as a meeting and cere- 
monial area. Also discovered were several 
village sites of different ages around the 
plaza area. There is evidence of 
Kolomoki, Weeden Island and Lamar trib- 
al cultures found in this area. 

These tribes each built the 
mounds for a different purpose. There are 
two burial mounds D and E. As men- 
tioned before, mound E is enclosed in the 
museum. Mound D is considered the larg- 


er of the two. Mounds F and H were used 
for various ceremonies. 

Some of the mysteries surround- 


ing the Kolomoki and their mounds may 
never be discovered. The Kolomoki peo- 
ple were portrayed as talented individuals 
who used the available natural resources 
to their benefit. 

They were expert craftsmen in 
pottery making and skilled at shaping flint 
to make arrowheads, knives, scrapers and 
fishing hooks. They fashioned a hoe out 
of wood and flint to turn the dirt in order 
to plant squash, com and beans. They 
even made blowguns and darts, possibly 
used for hunting or even warfare. 

The Kolomoki people were also 
involved with ornament making, geared 
towards religious and ceremonial items. 
Weaving was also another specialty of the 
Kolomoki people, they created baskets 
and nets, no doubt used for fishing. 

Ceremonies were conducted by 
the Chief-Priest, who also directed daily 
activities. Upon his death, a burial mound 
was built for the chief and his servants, 
and sacred offerings brought there to 
honor him. 


Pottery and other sacred items 
were put in and around the grave. During 
the funeral ceremony, several people were 
sacrificed to accompany the Chief on his 
trip to the afterlife. 

As mentioned earlier, artifacts 
found at mound E included the Chief’s 
ashes, shell beads and ear ornaments. 
There were three male sacrifices placed 
around the burial pit with their heads 
pointing east. There were trophy skulls 
placed at the edge of the pit and mourning 
pottery was placed at the eastern edge of 
the mound. 

The Kolomoki people had lives 
rich in culture and diversity in their every- 
day tasks. It is still unknown why the 
mounds and the surrounding area were 
abandoned after so many centuries of 
occupation. 

It had been believed that the 
Cherokee or Creek nations were the 
descendants of the Kolomoki dwellers. To 
this day, neither tribe has officially 
claimed to be their descendants. 

After the tour of the Kolomoki 
mounds and a southern style lunch of 
fried chicken and corn cakes, provided by 


Earlene Easom, the second day of the 
Time Travel Tour ended. 

It was time for the tour to make 
its way north to Macon, GA, for the third 


day of the trip. The tour participants spent 
the next two days at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, just east of downtown Macon. In 
this area was the Time Travel Tour’s next 
stop: the Ocmulgee National Monument. 

The one noticeable difference 
between the Ocmulgee National 
Monument and the Kolomoki Mounds 
State Historic Park is Ocmulgee ’s close 
proximity to the urban area of Macon. 

The national monument was situ- 
ated near Highway 16, and less than a 
mile from the hotel. It was a cold 
November morning when the participants 
were driven to the park and dropped off at 
the museum, located near the mounds. 

At the museum, a 17-minute 
video was shown to participants, who also 
looked at the various display cases, which 
contained artifacts found in the Ocmulgee 
mounds and surrounding area. 

One display caught the eye of 
Happy Jones, who lives on the Brighton 
Reservation. The display case held a small 
model of what the “Green Com Dance” 
ceremonial grounds look like. 

Happy Jones commented on the 
depictions made in the model, many were 
accurate, except for one little flaw that 
was fixable. Jones’s comments were noted 
by the tour guide, Sheila Flowers. 

Mrs. Flowers stated that any cor- 
rections needed would be done, especially 
since the depicted ceremony was a part of 
Seminole culture, and who would know 
better about the ceremony than Tribal citi- 
zens? 

Ocmulgee boasts 7 mounds that 
are in close proximity to one another, 
much like the mounds at Kolomoki. The 
distinct difference is that at Ocmulgee an 
Earth Lodge is still intact. The Earth 
Lodge is believed to be the site the 
Mississippian village dwellers used to 
meet in council and during religious cere- 
monies. 

The Mississippians are said to 
have inhabited the area between 900 and 
1200 A.D. They were a part of a distinc- 
tive culture, which appeared about 750 
A.D. in the middle Mississippi Valley and, 
during the next seven centuries, spread 
along riverways throughout much of cen- 
tral and eastern United States. 

The Mississippians lived a much 
more complex way of life that seeped into 
the region. It is here that they left behind 
eight earthen mounds and the remains of 
the ceremonial earth lodge. 

The Earth Lodge did undergo 
reconstruction in the 1930’s over the orig- 
inal clay floor, dated at 1,000 years old. 
The clay floor has a circle of low clay 
with individually molded seats and a plat- 
form in the shape of a raptorial bird with a 
“forked eye.” 

This symbol is the earliest exam- 
ple of elaborate motifs typical of the 
Mississippian period’s southeastern cere- 
monial complex. Much like the Kolomoki 
mound, the Ocmulgee mound features a 
Great Temple Mound. It is recorded to be 
biggest Mississippian mound located in 
Macon. 

The mound faced an ancient 
Mississippian town, with one side drop- 
ping 90 feet into the river flood plain. Not 
much is known about the mound, only 
that it was constructed in several stages. 

The last two stages had an 
ascending ramp, the highest point of the 
last stage was encircled by a low earthen 
wall. There were rectangular wooden 
structures on top that are believed to have 
been used for important ceremonies. 

There is a low west platform fac- 
ing the Funeral Mound, it may have been 
connected to an earlier mound stage. 

Both the Great Temple Mound of 
Ocmulgee and the Temple Mound of 
Kolomoki stand over 50 feet in height. 

The people who inhabited the surrounding 
village constructed them. 

It is estimated that about 2 mil- 
lion basket loads of earth were used to 
build the Temple Mound of Kolomoki, 
which is 56 feet in height. The Great 
Temple Mound of Ocmulgee was 50 feet 
in height and may have used 1,785,714 
basket loads of earth. 

A basket load measured at 1 
cubit foot of earth. It was pointed out that 
the construction of the mounds did not 
involve any type of forced labor. 

After visiting the Great Temple 
Mound and the Earth Lodge Mound, the 
tour participants were treated to lunch 
served on the park grounds. During lunch, 
Sheila Flowers brought out artifacts that 
had been retrieved from the area during 
the excavation process. 

Tribal citizens viewed stone 


objects carved into symbols representing 
animals and people. A well-kept legging 
and sash with a bag was shown to Tribal 
members so they could see how the items 
were constructed by hand. All of the items 
were beaded with a flower motif. The 
material and beads impressed many of the 
seamstresses and bead workers in the tour 
group. 

A special occasion occurred dur- 
ing the lunch. Unbeknownst to Pat 
Wickman, a surprise birthday party was 
planned by Lisa Mullennix, Geneva 
Shore, and members of the museum staff. 

While lunch was being set up, 
Lisa passed around a birthday card to all 
in attendance, right under Pat Wickman’s 
nose. It was a great moment as Pat was 
honestly caught off guard when the birth- 
day cake brought in and everyone started 


to sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Pat was given a blanket as a gift 
from the tour group and become emotion- 
al as she expressed thanks for the gesture 
made for her birthday. 

The tour of Ocmulgee ended on a 
happy note, but this was not the end of the 
day for most tour participants. The 
evening was spent shopping at the local 
Wal-Mart or shopping mall. 

On the fourth day of the tour, 
participants traveled to Waycross,GA, 
home to the Okeefenokee Swamp. 

At the park, Tribal citizens ate a 
catered lunch before taking in a tour. The 
park offers an area dedicated to the local 
wildlife of the Okeefenokee Swamp. A 
visitor can view alligators, an otter, deer 
and bear in designated areas near a boat 
and train ride area. 

We were invited to participate in 
both the boat and train tour that wound 
through the Okeefenokee Swamp. 

A guide accompanied both tours, 
and were knowledgeable about the swamp 
and the history of the Okeefenokee 


Swamp, which once served as a source of 
lumber and raw turpentine. 

Although there were items remi- 
niscent of Seminoles, such as the cypress- 
made canoe and chickee, the guides were 
not very knowledgeable about the 
Seminole or their culture. 

The park offers a gift shop and 
country store, which were both hit hard by 
those who saved money for the rest of the 
tour. 

It was the next to the last day of 
the Time Travel Tour and time to head to 
the final destination: Fernandina Beach, 
FL. The day spent at the Okeefenokee 
State Park had been overcast, which 
meant it was overcast all the way down to 
Fernandina Beach. 

There, the tour participants 
stayed at the Hampton Inn and Suites, 
located right on the beach. 
Some participants wanted to do 
some more shopping, but a 
hard northwest wind kept most 
indoors. This wasn’t too bad, 
since a buffet-style dinner was 
offered to the tour group at the 
hotel. 

Dinner was a little 
quieter then before because the 
Tampa crew headed home right 
after the Okeefenokee State 
Park visit. 

After all was said and 
done, everyone had a good 
time on the tour and learned 
about their ancestors, who had 
established a lively society in 
the state of Georgia. 

The study of two cul- 
tures advanced enough to cre- 
ate societies lasting over sever- 
al centuries and setting up a 
society complex in political 
structures and religious struc- 
tures will continue in the 
future. 

It seems more exten- 
sive research about the Native 
American tribes surrounding 
Georgia should be conducted. 
As pointed out by Pat 
Wickman and a tour guide of 
the Kolomoki Mounds State 
Historic Park, archaeologists 
and scientists have always 
largely ignored these societies. 

At times, Dr. Wickman had to 
interject on facts that the museums were 
passing on as information from universi- 
ties and speculation by archaeologist 
about findings made at the mound sites. 

There was wording used to 
describe certain individuals who may have 
held power in those societies that Dr. 
Wickman felt was not appropriate. 

Dr. Wickman tried, at certain 
points during the tour, to see if words 
used by the museums were familiar to 
Tribal citizens. It seemed some words 
might have some similarity to words used 
today, but due to the “passing” down of 
some of those questioned words, they 
were either mispronounced or forgotten. 

The Time Travel Tours are a 
great way of seeing how historic sites per- 
taining to the Seminole are presenting 
information to the general public. I 
encourage you to participate in one of the 
tours, you can learn interesting facts about 
societies and their cultures. The informa- 
tion obtained from historic sites can bene- 
fit all native peoples of this continent. 



Alexandra Frank 


Pat Wickman, Agnes Bert and Onnie Osceola surprised everyone by climbing the 
steps that lead to the top of the Great Temple Mound at Ocmulgee National 
Monument. 



Alexandra Frank 


Connie Gowen points out some important features depicted in a model of a " Green 
Corn Dance" ceremonial ground. 



Alexandra Frank 


Climbing stairs was great form of exercise for 
everyone it also helped process a delicious fried 
chicken lunch served at the Kolomoki State Park. 


Tampa Indian Day Celebration 



By Gary Padgett 

TAMPA — On Sept. 21, the Tampa 
Community held their annual Indian Day 
Celebration. This year’s Celebration included com- 
petitions in 9-ball, Horseshoes, and Log Peeling. 


Women’s 9-Ball: 1) Andrea Holata 2) 

Carol Foret 3) Colleen Henry 4)Joannie Henry. 

Men’s 9-ball: 1) Ramsey Had o 2) Jessie 
Jimmy 3) Bobby Henry 4) Ronnie Doctor. 

Men’s Horseshoes: 1) Phillip Smith 2) 

Danny Santiago 3) Gary 4) 
Jerry Henry. 

Women’ 

Horseshoes: 1) Tina Smith 
2) Barbara Sisneroz 3) 
Myra Simmons 4) Carol 
Foret. 

Men’s Log 

Peeling: 1) Jerry Henry, 
3:36 2) Jimmy Osceola, 
4:30 3) Ronnie Doctor, 

5:13 4) Ramsey Harjo, 

5:30. 

Women’s Log 
Peeling: 1) Andrea Holata, 
3:13 2) Myra Simmons, 
3:20 3) April Baker, 3:47 4) 
Carol Foret, 4:29. 

Richard Henry, 
Tampa Liaison, would like 
to thank Alex Johns and 
John Wayne Huff for their 
help in supporting this 
event. Congratulations 
Tampa Community on 
another successful Indian 
Day Celebration. 


Winners of the Women’s Log Peeling competition: Andrea Holata, Myra 
Simmons, April Baker, and Carol Foret. 


Complete Check Cashing Services 
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* Money Orders * Bus Passes * Phone Cards * 

Pay Utility Bills * Frequent Check C as her Card Discount 


Promenade West 
2271 5. University Drive 
Davie. Florida 33324 
Tel: (954) 423-1644 
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5985 S. University Drive 
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Tel: (954) 252-3200 
Fax:; (954) 252-9063 
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Brighton Athletes Excel In Sports, Academics 


By Barbara Secody 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole 
Tribe is proud of the accomplishments of 
many young people who have gone that 
extra mile in sports or academics, but 
once in awhile, you will find students who 
have excelled in both. Two such young 
men are Jarrid Smith and Andrew Bowers 
of the Brighton reservation. 

Jarrid, the 1 6-year old son of 
Camellia Smith-Osceola of Brighton 
and Curtis Osceola of Hollywood, is a 
sophomore at Okeechobee High 
School. Smith, who maintains a 3.0 
average, is one of the Brahman’s star 
players. 

Recently named “Gatorade’s 
Will-To-Win - Athlete of the Week,” 

Smith has chalked up quite a few 
accomplishments this year, excelling in 
football and basketball, as well as 
attending two honors courses in history 
and English. 

Before moving from 
Hollywood to Brighton, Jarrid attended 
McFadden Tech in Davie. He moved to 
Brighton, where he transferred to 
Okeechobee High School in the ninth 
grade. Smith enjoys hanging with 
friends when he has the time, but keeps 
busy with sports and school. 

Jarrid plans to attend college, but 
has not selected his major yet. He plans to 
pursue something in the field of comput- 
ers or electronics. 

Camellia is very proud of her 
son, and credits her father, the late Fred 
Smith - with instilling many of his values 
in his grandson. 


Smith, who served as Tribal 
President for many years - was highly 
respected by his people. He spent a great 
deal of time with Jarrid and taught him 
valuable lessons in life and how to be a 
good person. 

Jarrid has learned well, and his 
mom states that, although he really misses 
his grandfather, she knows that her father 


would be proud of who Jarrid has 
become. 

Jarrid says that - for now - he 
has no desire to pursue a political career. 
He has set his goals and priorities to com- 
plete his education and enjoy playing 
sports. He credits his mom and grandfa- 
ther for his success in life and, when 
asked what advice he would give to other 
young people, he says, “don’t give up, 


don’t do drugs and stay in school.” 

Andrew Bowers, the son of Andy 
and Kay Bowers, is another young 
Seminole who has accomplished many of 
his academic and athletic goals. As a sen- 
ior, he was chosen as Mr. OHS this year. 

With Andrew’s tenure at OHS 
nearly over, he has plans to attend college 
- hopefully at Florida State. As the 

Brahman’s wide receiver, he has made 
a name for himself and hopes to con- 
tinue playing football in college. 
Bowers also plays center field in base- 
ball and plays shooting guard in bas- 
ketball. 

Although Andrew is sports- 
oriented, he still places emphasis on a 
good education. Good grades are 
Bowers’ top priority, and while he has 
many friends and enjoys socializing, 
he has also set goals for his future, 
which means a lot of hard work. 

Andrew credits his parents 
with his success in sports and academ- 
ics and for setting a good example for 
him to follow. He states that his par- 
ents have always been supportive of 
him, and he always wants them to be 
proud of him. 

These young men are a shining 
example of outstanding youth leadership 
and have made the Seminole Tribe and 
their families proud of them. 
Congratulations to both of them on their 
accomplishments and good luck to them 
in future endeavors. Give a big pat on the 
back to their parents, who have supported 
and helped mold them into the fine young 
people. 



Barbara Secody 


Andrew Bowers, Brahmans Coach Cary 
McKee, and Jarrid Smith. 
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Veterans Day Pool Tournament 


By Libby Blake 

CLEWISTON - Seminole 
Tribe of Florida President and Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress sponsored a 
pool tournament on Sunday, Nov. 4 at 
the R & R Lounge to honor all veterans. 
Randy Coyle and Reina Blissett, owners 
of R & R Lounge, co-sponsored the 
event. 

Contests were held for men 



L. Blake 


Mitchell Cypress, caught stealing a 
piece of cake at the R&R Lounge 
Veterans Day Pool Tournament. 


and women in 8 - ball, 9 - ball and 
scotch doubles 8 - ball. Entry fee was 
$20 per person in the singles division 
and $20 per team in the doubles divi- 
sion. Over 60 men and women turned 
out to compete. 

Big Cypress Recreation 
Director George Grasshopper and Libby 
Blake served as tournament directors. 
Results were as follows: 

8 - Ball 

Men: 1st place - Raymond 
Garza, 2nd place - Benjamin Callins, 
3rd place - Jason Grasshopper, 4th 
place - Frank Lasagna, 5th place - 
David Cypress, 6th place - Corey 
Penrod. 

Women: 1st place - Reina 
Blissett, 2nd place - IGissy Zack, 3rd 
place - Juanita Osceola, 4th place - 
Dale Grasshopper, 5th place - Elisha 
Huson. 

9 - Ball 

Men: 1st place - Corey 
Penrod, 2nd place - Jeremy Bowling, 
3rd place - Howie VanPelt, 4th place - 
Glen Olson, 5th place - Earl Highsmith. 

Women: 1st place - Elisha 
Huson, 2nd place - Virginia Billie, 3rd 
place - Libby Blake. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - 
Glen Olson/Elisha Huson, 2nd place - 
Jeremy Bowling/Krissy Zack, 3rd place 
- Howie VanPelt/Juanita Osceola, 4th 
place - Corey Penrod/ Anita Nunez, 5th 
place - Kiel Jumper/Patty Suarez, 6th 
place - Randy Coyle/Reina Blissett. 


Masters 

Continued from page 1 

Seminole Tribe,” said the “well over 50” 
Ogbum. 

Vanover, who had come to the 
finals undefeated, had to settle for runner- 
up, a position he’s been in five times now. 
“If you had asked me before I left Dallas 
if I would be happy with second, I would 
have said yes. But after coming all the 
way through this from the winner’s side 
I’m a little disappointed,” said Vanover 
after receiving the second place trophy 
and a check for $6,000. 

Vanover hails from Dallas, TX. 
where he has been Texas State 9-Ball 
champion nine times. He is also a former 
BCA Seniors champ and has played regu- 
larly on the Seniors Tour. 

“King James” Jim Rempe, of 
Scranton, PA, took third place after suffer- 
ing two losses - 10-6 and 10-5 - to 


Ogbum. Rempe had commented earlier, 
during a match between Ogbum and Jose 
Parica, that he “hope (d) Parica wins 
because Bob is a better shot and I’d rather 
not have to play him.” 

Fmstration was evident on 
Rempe ’s face after suffering his first loss 
to Ogbum. It became more pronounced 
during their second match-up, when 


Ogbum asked Rempe to “rack the balls 
with the one on the spot.” A “friendly” 
discussion of the mles on racking ensued, 
and Rempe contended that the one ball 
only had to touch the spot. Ogbum gra- 
ciously conceded and racked the balls in 
the same manner as Rempe. 

After two of the Rempe-favored 
racks, with the score Ogburn 4 - Rempe 
2, Rempe asked tournament director Scott 
Smith to rack the balls for the rest of the 
match. 

With Ogburn leading 9-5, 
Rempe had a chance to keep the match 
going when Ogburn failed to pocket a ball 
on the break. Rempe ran out one through 
eight but missed the nine ball, leaving 
Ogbum an easy tap-in to win the game 
and the match. 

Rempe, a Meucci cues staff play- 
er, holds 93 world class titles in billiards 
including a win at the Senior Tour stop in 
Tulsa. His world champion titles have 
been won in 9-Ball, 8-Ball and one pock- 
et. Because of Ogbum, 
he was unable to add 
the Mizerak Masters II 
to the list. 

Fourth place 
went to Dick Lane, 
Dallas, TX. Lane is 
CEO of Click’s 
Billiards Rooms - a 
chain of pool halls in 
Texas. Lane’s accom- 
plishments include- 
three-time South West 
Tour Player of the Year, 
a past winner of the 
Willard Open 9-Ball 
Tournament and runner- 
up at the Straight Pool 
U.S. Open. 

Fifth and sixth 
places were taken by 
“Nacho Man” Claude 
Bernatchez of Quebec, 
Canada and “Little Joe” 
Jose Parica of West 
Covina, CA. Parica, who came the United 
States in the 1970’s, was the first in a long 
list of world class players from the 
Phillipines. 

“The Rifleman” Buddy Hall, 
Seffner, FL, and Judex James, Peoria, IL, 
placed in seventh and eighth spots. Hall, 
whose nickname denotes his straight 
shooting, has been a championship player 



L. Blake 


Mizerak displays his “purple heart” 
award, given to him by tournament 
players. 


for three consecutive decades with over 
50 professional titles. He was inducted 
into the BCA Hall of Fame last year and 
represented the U.S. at the 6th World 
Games in Akita, Japan in 2001. Hall was 
the winner of the 1 st Annual Southwest 
Florida Open 9-Ball tournament, held in 
August at Art’s Place in Naples, which 
was sponsored by Naples Representative 
O.B. Osceola, Jr. 

Finishing ninth through twelfth 
were Fred Congleton, Howard Vickery, 
Jim McDermott, and South East Florida’s 
A1 Koklys, who plays on the Classics 
team in VNEA league events. 

Vickery placed third at last year’s Masters 
event, held at the Seminole Tribe’s Four 
Points Sheridan on the Tampa reservation. 
McDermott, Tulsa, OK, owns two bil- 
liard rooms - including Magoo’s, a pool- 
room popular with Native Americans in 
the area. 

Winnings were paid to the top 32 
places and were as follows: 13th - 16th 
Frank Tullos, Ray Martin, Billy Wells, 
and Bob Warmington; 17th - 24th Andy 
Tennent, Paul Blanchard, John Wilds, 

John Galloway, Mike Lewis, C.M. Lee, 
Jim Ditoro, and Wayne Catledge; 25th - 



L. Blake 


L-R: Bob Vanover, Bob Ogburn, Steve Mizerak, 
Tournament Director Scott Smith, Councilman David 
Cypress, Randy Epperson, Ed O’Leary. 


32nd Scott Smith, Bill Stephen, Rocky 
McElroy, Ed O’Leary, Larry Charbonnet, 
Joey Aguzin, Paul Mottey, and Paul 
Thornley. 

Charismatic player Grady “The 
Professor” Matthews failed to place in the 
money. The author of Bet High and Kiss 
Low, a book about his life as a pool player 
and gambler, was busy with autographs, 
new wife of seven months, Randi, and 
providing ad-lib comic relief throughout 
the long days. (First matches started at 
9:00 a.m. with last match of the day end- 
ing between 1 and 2 a.m.) 

Mathews, a four-time World One 
Pocket Champion, had a small part in the 
movie “The Color of Money” which 
starred Paul Newman and Tom Cruise. 

His book “is not for the squeamish,” con- 
taining some risque stories and “lots of 
profanity - just like in all the pool rooms 
all over the world,” said Grady. 

Just before the finals, the players 
presented Steve Mizerak with a special 
plaque - the Purple Heart Award. The 
plaque features a purple four ball on a 
black background and was presented “In 
Appreciation for all you have Contributed 
to the Sport.” 

Mizerak, who was frequently 
seen with tears in his eyes, has been side- 


lined since suffering a stroke earlier this 
year. “This is the first tournament I’ve 
missed in over 35 years,” said a sad, but 
appreciative, Mizerak. 

Comments such as, 

“Tournaments and events like this could 
never happen if it weren’t for Steve,” and 
“Who else could put together an event 
like this with the money being paid out 
except Steve Mizerak,” were heard 
throughout the tournament rooms during 
the event. 

Mizerak brought together the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Casino Magic, 
Brunswick Tables, Masters Chalk, 

Simonis Cloth and Centennial Balls as 
tournament sponsors. Many left the event 
wondering who would be able to take 
over were something to happen to 
Mizerak. 

Steve’s website states, “Steve’s 
jovial personality and gregarious manner 
certainly complements his skills as the 
leading and most prominent pocket bil- 
liards player in the world today. There has 
never been a mass communications effort 
that did more for pool than Steve 
Mizerak’s Miller Lite Beer Commercials.” 
To learn more about Steve Mizerak and 
the Senior Tour, visit his website at 
www.themiz.com. 



L. Blake 


L-R: Nine-time Texas State 9-Ball champion Bob Vanover placed second. Legendary 
hustler Bob “Black Bart” Ogburn came out of the losers bracket to finish in First 
Place. 



By Ernie Tiger 

Because of the falling tempera- 
tures, the fall deer rut is moving in fast. 
Now is a good time for deer hunters to 


take advantage of the buck’s abnormal 
behavior. 

Hunters who have done their pre- 
season scouting will get their best chances 
at the trophy bucks during the 
fall deer rut, which happens 
every year about this time. 

In the deer rut, the 
buck’s mating instincts peak 
during the first cold fronts in 
November, which provides 
hunters with the rare opportu- 
nity to take a clean shot dur- 
ing bow or muzzleloader sea- 
son. 

The white-tail deer, 
who usually stay within their 
marked territory, become 
nomadic during the rut sea- 
son. Especially the bucks, 
who will travel great dis- 
tances in their pursuit of a 
mate. 

The Big Cypress 
Reservation, which is one of 
the least-hunted areas in the 
Everglades, provides good 
hunting for Seminole Tribal 
members and those lucky 
enough to be accompanied by 
a member. On the B.C. reser- 
vation, deer are not pursued at 
the same rate as in areas sur- 
rounding the Reservation. 

When the occasional 
swamp buggy passes through 
or around their bedding areas, 


the deer’s navigational path only changes 
slightly the next morning on the reserva- 
tion. More often than not, the buggies 
belong to hog hunters, which only leaves 
the deer to find a different way to their 
usual feeding grounds. 

Deer are usually easier to locate 
at this time than later in the season. When 
the rut is over, most bucks will return 
back to their usual territory. 

When the first cold fronts move 
in during the first weeks of November, 
30-mile per hour gusts pushing through 
the open fields and thickets are not 
uncommon. This usually makes ground 
hunting with a bow, or any type of hunt- 
ing for that matter, second choice for me. 
Personally, I feel this is the time to take 
advantage of the excellent fishing to be 
found on the Fort Lauderdale coast at this 
time of year. 

The fall bait run will produce 
many exciting tugs with some of Florida’s 
most sought-after table fair game fish 
including the Spanish Mackerel and the 
Pompano. This year, these fish have been 
most plentiful on the strongest high tides 
during the full moon phases. Although I 
have many “the one that got away” sto- 
ries, I’ll spare you readers the details. 

Rather, I would like to urge all 
Outdoor enthusiasts: Tribal or non-Tribal, 
to please send in pictures and hunting and 
fishing stories, as well as updates in their 
area, no matter what state. Contact: Ernie 
Tiger at the Seminole Tribune at (954) 
966-6300x1261. 



Ladies, don’t know what to buy 
for your outdoorsman for Christmas 
morning? It seems like he already has 
every gadget known to man for any out- 
door situation? 

Although there are many stores 
in the area that offer products for out- 
doorsmen, no store can match the variety 
or supply of products at Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World, located near 1-95 on 
Griffin Road. 

While their prices might not be 
the most competitive around, Bass Pro 
Shops have something in their store for 
just about every outdoor hobby. From 
scuba diving to hiking some the most 
treacherous mountains in the best quality 
gear available. 

If, for some reason, you wait 
until the last minute to shop, like I usual- 
ly do, and the stores are out of that cer- 
tain product, there are other stores in the 
surrounding Hollywood area that offer 
top of the line products at bargain prices. 

I have selected a few of my 
favorite picks for specialized products in 
the area, which I hope will help you find 
that special gift. 

Hinkles Bait Shop offers a 
wide variety of fishing baits that are 
commonly used in the surrounding areas 
during tournaments. Some of the prod- 
ucts in the store are specialized baits, 
which have not yet been released to the 
public, by individuals who are just get- 
ting started in the fishing industry. 

Also, used rods and reels can be 
found in the store for those of you who 
are just getting your feet wet. 5790 
Griffin Road, Davie Florida 33314 # 
(954) 583-2189 

Army Surplus offers a wide 
range of affordable hiking gear including 


tents, hiking packs, camping stoves, 
boots and military fatigues of different 
colors. On Davie Road Extension. 

Still don’t know what to buy? 
Let me guess, your significant other is 
already an established fisherman or 
hunter and most of the products you’re 
thinking of buying, they already own, 
right? 

Luckily for you, most fishing 
products wear out fast and need replace- 
ment, especially fishing line, fishing 
baits and, of course, clothes. 

Most sporting stores are more 
than happy to talk about what’s working 
and what’s not. So don’t be afraid to ask 
questions, because even the profession- 
als do. 

Hunters or hikers who are in the 
field often are always in need of a new 
pair of boots, pants or just a good jacket. 
The most needed product in Florida is 
mosquito repellent. 

Still having problems? Well, 
here is a list of Christmas gift ideas that 
your hunter or fisherman will definitely 
smile about. Keep in mind, there are 
many varieties of each these products, so 
compare prices. 

Gift Certificate to Outdoor World 
Camouflage mosquito-proof outfit (both) 
Columbia Rain Suit (fisherman) 

Stren brand 12 lb. fishing line (fisher- 
man) 

Knife or filet knife (both) 

Binoculars (both) 

Sunglasses *with uv protection (fisher- 
man) 

Rocky, Magnum, and Redhead brand 
hunting boots or Plano brand offshore 
fisherman boots (both) 

Boga Grip fish scale (fisherman) 

Lures or rubber baits 
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Casino ❖ Esh-te-may-hee Cheke 


Holiday Happenings At Seminole Casino-Hollywood 


December is the month for festivities all 
month long in Hollywood. There will be holiday gift 
drawings in bingo from Dec. 19-23. We will give 
away 10 gifts for the matinee session, 20 gifts for the 
Evening session and 10 gifts for the night owl session 
each day. We will also be starting cash drawings in 
poker during the month of December. Instead of the 
T-Shirts, hats, and golf balls that we have been giving 
away we will be holding five drawings a day for cash, 
because nothing says “Happy Holidays” like cold hard 
cash! 

But that’s not all we have planned for 
December, we will have casino-wide drawings twice 
during the month. We have a drawing for cash on 
Dec. 6 starting at 1 : 00 p.m. and we will be drawing for 


$500 dollars every other hour until 11:00 p.m. when 
we will draw for $5000. That’s a pretty nice drawing, 
but wait until you see what we have planned for Dec. 
27. We will hold cash drawings for $500 every other 
hour starting at 1:00 p.m. and at 11:00 p.m. we will 
hold our grand prize drawing for a brand new car! 
That’s right, ride into the New Year in style, courtesy 
of the Seminole Casino-Hollywood. 

How do you enter these drawings? That’s 
easy, buy in in poker, Lightning Bingo, Buy a pack in 
bingo, or cash out a machine at $50 or more and you 
get a ticket for our drawing held that week. So come 
and play often. The more you play, the more chances 
you will have to win. See you in December! 


Upcoming Events at the Coconut Creek Casino 


The excitement does not stop at the Coconut 
Creek Casino beginning with: 

Nov. 28, Wed. - Private Party hosted by and 
at the Coconut Creek Casino for the Florida State 
H.O.G. Rally with over 1,000+ Harley members with 
live entertainment by the Fabulons. 

Nov. 29, Thurs. - Center Stage from 9:00 
p.m. - 1:00 a.m. A1 & Selena performing Top 40 
Hits. 

Dec. 1, Sat. - 2nd Annual Bikers Bash, pri- 
vate party hosted by and at the Coconut Creek 
Casino for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward 
County with live entertainment, Silent Auction and 
some of the finest Harley Motorcycles in Florida. 

Dec. 1, Sat. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. - 
1:00 a.m. Midnight Siren performing their Top 40 
Hits. 

Dec. 2, Sun. - Center Stage from 8:00 p.m. 

- 12:00 a.m. Michael & Company performing Top 
40 Hits. 

Dec. 7, Fri. - Coconut Creek Casino will be 
participating in the 8th Annual Sun- Sentinel Music 
Fest. 

Dec. 16, Sun. - Back by Popular Demand, 
“Holiday Memories of Elvis” performed by Chris 
MacDonald Center Stage from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Drawings throughout the afternoon, starting at 1:30 
p.m. Chris will take you back to the early years, 
with songs from the 50 ’s & 60 ’s, the movie career, 
the comeback special and the Las Vegas years. This 
is a young, lean Elvis who draws the audience into 


the illusion with the look, sounds and nuances that 
made Elvis the King of Rock n’ Roll. 

Dec. 25, Tues. - Center Stage Christmas 
Night from 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. A1 & Selena per- 
forming Top 40 Hits. 

Dec. 26, Wed. - Center Stage from 9:00 
p.m. - 1:00 a.m. Michael & Company performing 
Top 40 Hits. 

Dec. 27, Thurs. - Center Stage from 9:00 
p.m. - 1:00 a.m. A1 & Selena performing Top 40 
Hits. 

Dec. 28, Fri. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. 
-1:00 a.m. Midnight Siren performing their Top 40 
Hits. 

Dec. 29, Sat. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. 
-1:00 a.m. Midnight Siren performing their Top 40 
Hits. 

Dec. 31, Mon. - NEW YEARS EVE CELE- 
BRATION COCONUT CREEK STYLE - North 
Broward’s Premier Gaming Action with live enter- 
tainment Center Stage, Champagne, Party Favors.... 
Festivities begin at 9:00 p.m.! 

Coconut Creek Casino is proud to sponsor 
its 2nd ANNUAL U.S. MARINE CORPS. - TOYS 
FOR TOTS DRIVE. Toys can be placed in the 
White Sleigh inside the Casino, with convenient drop 
off - 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 

From all of us at the Coconut Creek Casino, 
we extend our best wishes for a very Happy Holiday 
Season and a prosperous New Year! 


Rodeo ❖ Ko-waa-ve Esh-ham-pa-leesh-ke 


Brighton Reservation Hosts Southeastern Circuit Finals Rodeo 


OKEECHOBEE-On Nov. 10-12, Brighton 
hosted the PRC A Southeastern Circuit Finals Rodeo. 
Bareback Riding- First Round: 1) Aaron C. Burch, 
79 2) Jack Sims, 78 3) Phil Smith, 77 4)(tie) William 
R. Pittman Ii, 75 5)(tie) Phil Broome, 75 6)(tie) Chad 
C Hughes, 75. 

Second Round: 1) Chad Klein, 78 2)(tie) 
Ron C Leger, 75 3)(tie) Kirk Richard, 75 4) William 
R Pittman Ii, 74. Third Round: 1) William R Pittman 
Ii, 85 2) Aaron E Hudson, 82 3) Ron C Leger, 814) 
Chad Klein, 78. Average: 1) William R Pittman Ii, 
234 2) Chad Klein, 228 3) Kirk Richard, 225 4) 
Aaron E Hudson, 224. 

Bull riding- First Round: 1) Jake Baker, 85 

2) Brent J Vincent, 84 3) Stu Sellars, 81 4)(tie) Jason 
Brumley, 80 5)(tie) Randall Hinote, 80. Second 
round: 2) Jake Baker, 813) Chad Phipps, 77 4) Blue 
Rodriguez, 75. Third Round: Stu Sellars, 89 2) Will 
Hines, 80 3) Brent J Vincent, 79 4) Tyler Fowler, 78. 
Average: 1) Stu Sellars, 240 2) Brent J. Vincent, 233 

3) Jake Baker, 166 4) Tyler Fowler, 161. 

Calf Roping- First Round: 1) Tim Pharr, 

8.3 2) Herbert P Theriot, 8.4 3) Doug Pharr, 9.0 4) 
Jade Conner, 10.6. Second Round: 1) Herbert P 
Theriot, 8.9 2) Rabe Rabon, 10.1 3) Ryan Gibbs, 

11.7 4) Rand Cory, 12.0 Third Round: 1) Tim Pharr, 
8.2 2) Todd Gould, 8.5 3)(tie) Glenn M Breaux, 9.9 

4) (tie) Spunk Sasser, 9.9, 7; 5)(tie) Jeff Clair, 9.9 
Average: 1) Herbert P. Theriot, 29.6 2) Glenn M 
Breaux, 35.4 3) Jeff Clair, 36.3 4) Rand Cory, 38.1 

Saddle Bronc Riding- First Round: l)(tie) 
Jermiah Diffee, 77 2)(tie) Mike Johnson, 77 3) Cody 
Martin, 76 4) Cody Demoss, 74. Second Round: 1) 
Jim Burnette, 812) Cody Demoss, 77 3) Lane 
Barber, 74 4) Josh Hunt, 73. Third Round: l)(tie) 
Cody Martin, 76 2)(tie) Jermiah Diffee, 76 3) Lane 
Barber, 68 4) Cody Demoss, 67. Average: 1) Jermiah 
Diffee, 223 2) Cody Demoss, 218 3)(tie) Jim 
Burnette, 152 4)(tie) Cody Martin, 152. 

Steer Wrestling- First Round: 1) Ivon 
Nelson, 3.8 2) Herbert P Theriot, 4.1 3)(tie) Jayson 


Schoenfeld, 4.4 4)(tie) Scott Owens, 4.4 Second 
Round: 1) Hardy Dymmek, 3.8 2) Buckshot Tallant 
Jr, 4.5 3) Ivon Nelson, 5.0 4) Jayson Schoenfeld, 5.4 
Third Round: 1) Rodney Burks, 3.9 2)(tie) Spunk 
Sasser, 4.7 3)(tie) Ivon Nelson, 4.7 4) Scott Owens, 
4.8 Average: 1) Ivon Nelson, 13.5 2) Spunk Sasser, 
18.4 3) Darby Hunt, 20.0 4) Scott Owens, 24.2 

Team Roping- First Round: l)(tie) Jimmy 
Tanner, Brad Culpepper, 5.3 2)(tie) Josh McMillan, 
Ashlee Swedenburg, 6.0 3)(tie) Mikey Fletcher Jr, 
Jake Parrish, 6.0 4)(tie) Dustin Buchanan, Ross W 
Lowry, 6.8 Second Round: l)(tie) Adam G. Toole, 
Jason Hill, 5.0 2)(tie) Brad Culpepper, Jimmy 
Tanner, 5.4 3)(tie) Ashlee Swedenburg, Josh 
McMillan, 5.6 4)(tie) Kyle Lawrence, Nelson R 
Linares, 5.7 Third Round: l)(tie) Dustin Buchanan, 
Ross W. Lowry, 4.7 2)(tie) Mikey Fletcher Jr, Jake 
Parrish, 5.8 3)(tie) Bay Allen Davis, Chad Agner, 6.1 
4)(tie) Josh McMillan, Ashlee Swedenburg, 6.6 
Average: 1) Brad Culpepper, Jimmy Tanner, 17.8 2) 
Jake Parrish, Mikey Fletcher Jr, 18.0 3) Josh 
McMillan, Ashlee Swedenburg, 18.2 4) Adam G. 
Toole, Jason Hill, 23.6 

Committee Secy: Ellen Click Smith, Arena 
Secy: Mildred Klingemann, Stock Contractors :Dan 
Klein and Sons, Five Star Rodeo, Four L Rodeo, 
Harper, Morgan and Auger, Silver Spurs Club. 

Officials: George E. Gibbs, Steven Knowles 
Timers: Judy Harville, Danna McFarland 
Specialty Acts: Blake Goode 
Clown: J. Bryan Hope 
BullFighters:Gary Raulerson, Travis Lee 

Adams 

Barrelman: J. Bryan Hope 
Flankmen: Charles Lowry, Walter Douglas 
Partin, Carter Smith, Errol J. Klein 

Chute Boss: Howard J. Klingemenn, Troy 

Weekly. 

Pick up Men: Barry Lewis, Robert G. 
Montsdeoca, Jr. 


PRCA Standings As Of November 12, 2001 


The following are the standings, listed in 
placing order, for the PRCA: 

All Around- Herbert Theriot from 
Poplarville, MS; Spunk Sasser from San Antonio, 

FL; Chad Phipps- Dalton, GA; Chad Hagan- 
Leesville, LA; Rabe Rabon- Okeechobee, FL; Tim 
Edge- Fulton, MS; Mikey Fletcher, Jr.- Okeechobee, 
FL; Brad Culpepper- Poulan, GA; Paul Yorks- 
Cocoa, FL; Jeff Clair- St. Cloud, FL; Jake Parrish- 
Davie, FL; Ross Lowry- Summerville, GA; Chad 
Klein- Clinton, LA; Zeb Chapman-Lafayette, GA; 
Tommy O. Cargle-Armuckee, GA; 

Bareback Riding- Phil Broome- Rome, 

GA; William Pittman-Florence, MS Kirk Richard- 
Iowa City, LA; Aaron Burch-Longville, LA; Brandon 
Holmes-Falkville, LA; Scotty Rogers- Adairsville, 
GA; Jared Lavergne-Ville Platte, LA; Chad Klein- 
Clinton, LA; Chad Hughes- Adairsville, GA; Aaron 
Hudson-Arcadia, FL; Corey Johnson-New Iberia, 

LA; Clint Evers-El Dorado, AR; Mike Whitesell- 
Baton Rouge, LA; John Giannasi -Chulwota, FL; 
Lance Ethridge-Franklin, GA; 

Steer Wrestling-Darby Hunt-Jacksonville, 
FL; Iron Nelson- Williston, FL; Chad Hagan- 
Leesville, LA; Spunk Sasser-San Antonio, FL; Jacob 
Burks-Benton, AR; Clay Perry- Equality, AL; Jayson 
Schoenfeld- Livingston, AL; Herbert Theriot- 
Poplarville, MS; David Quirin- Brandon, MS; Bob 
Bartlett-San Antonio, FL; Hardy Dymmek- 
Kissimmee, FL; Steve Gaines-Kissimmee, FL; Bob 
Lummus- Folson, LA; Luke Campbell-Robertsdale, 
AL. 

Team Roping Header-Mikey Fletcher- 
Okeechobee, FL; Frank Graves-Poplar, MS; Spunk 
Sasser-San Antonio, FL; Bubba Ireland-North Ft. 
Myers, FL; Dustin Buchanan-Rydel, GA; Josh 
McMillan-Enigma, GA; Nelson Linarres-Hialeah, 

FL; Ike Dodson-Reddick, FL; Jimmy Tanner- Tifton, 
GA; Richard Traylor-Poplarville, MS; Brent Aldoff- 
Anthony, FL; Kelsey D. Pitts-Westville, FL; Luke 
Brown-Charlotte, NC; Zeb Chapman-Lafayette, 
Georgia; Scott Elliott-Live Oak, FL. 

Team Roping Heeler-Pete Hays, Jr.- Ft. 


Pierce, FL; Fletcher Nail-Ft. Pierce, FL; Jake 
Parrish-Davie, FL; Ross Lowry- Summerville, GA; 
Ashlee Swedenburg- Reform, AL; Kyle Lawrence- 
Tifton, GA; Brad Culpepper-Poulan, GA; Jerry 
Wayne Courson-Lake Butler, FL; Jimmy 
Hendrickson-Jacksonville, FL; James Pilcher- 
Bonifay, FL; Victor Shaw-Pine Level, AL; Chad 
Spillers-Florence, AL; Sam Smith- Athens, AL; Chad 
Agner-Perry, Florida; Rick Davidson-Kissimmee, 

FL; 

Saddle Bronc Riding-Jim Burnette- 
Kenansville, FL; Mike Johnson-El Dorado, AR; 
Jeremiah Diffee-Hatfield, AR; Cody DeMoss- 
Crowville, LA; Tim Edge-Fulton, MS; Audie 
Reagan-Haughton, LA; Ethan Lee- Walker, LA; 
Kevin Carlton-Mims, FL; Ben Lee-Macon, GA; 
Mark Tindall-Felda, FL; Josh Hunt-Mt. Olive, MA; 
Joel Compton-Thedford, NE; Lee Williamson- 
Okeechobee, FL; Loren Barber-Slate Shoals, TX; 
Lane Barber-Slate Shoals, TX; 

Calf Roping-Herbert Theriot; Rabe Rabon- 
Okeechobee, FL; Todd Gould-Terry, MS; Jud Gully- 
Scroba, MS; Glenn Breaux-Crowley, LA; Tim Pharr- 
Resaca, GA; Jarrod Seale-Daleville, MS; Jeff Clair- 
St. Cloud, FL; Jeremy Landry-St. Martinville, LA; 
Matt Stokes-Okeechobee, FL; D.R. Daniel- 
Okeechobee, FL; Chad Hagan-Leesville, LA; Jade 
Conner- Welsh, LA; Paul Yorks-Cocoa, FL; Cliff 
Goodrich-Humboldt, TN; 

Bull Riding-Chad Phipps-Dalton, GA; 

Tyler Folwer-Theodore, AL; Will Hines- 
Milledgeville, GA; Lamar Duren- Sycamore, GA; 
Jason Brumley-Davidson, NC; Danny Varnadore- 
Waycrossy, GA; Joshua Sofield-Harrison, TN; Jay 
Henderson, Jr. -Olive Branch, MS; Darren Howard- 
Labelle, FL; Michael Riggs, Jr.-Claxton, GA; Chris 
Coody-Deridde, LA; Ethan Allen Russell-Houma, 
LA; Sheldon Ison-Hodges, AL; Joey Baker- 
Kissimmee, FL; Wasey Granger- Sulfer, LA. 

As a special “thank you,” everyone at 
Brighton that helped out at the Southeastern Circuit 
Finals Rodeo were given a trip to attend the NFR in 
Las Vegas, Dec. 6-Dec. 10. Good Job! 


My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,’ 1 

my story is alive. 



Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
kiwjws the impnrtanne of fcea-pii , >g the slory 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he is helping Jo 
preserve Ihe rich allure of hi$ peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
rradrtion is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Curneotly the NMAI is 
building a museum in Washington. D.C.. 
next to the U.S. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 




✓v, 

r 


■'gkat 

AM till CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe SJorlee Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call rnday: (2(£} 357-3 1G4 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 SmithEDinaji 

Natiom! h&tsctmr AjmtfnVjin Frja'jjfl 
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We Provide More Credit 
to More Working People 




Ask AbOUl 




Convenient 
Terms 


5 CONVENIENT WAYS TO BUY 


VISA 


Taylors RidiJC by VaugKan-Bassett 

a beautifully crafted solid pine bedroom suite with 
pine veneers. Handsome in design. 

3-Piece Bedroom 

Triple Dresser, Mirror, Chest and Full or Queen 

Cannonball Headboard ^ AA8S 
with Footboard / / 


ESTABLISHED 1904 


HOME FURNISHING CENTERS 


1 1 7 S. Bond Street 
Clewiston, FL 
Phone: (863) 983-8166 


51 2 W. North Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 
Phone: (863) 763-3823 


t 
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Health Comer ❖ Chaneege enchoge ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 





Big Cypress Red Ribbon Week 

BIG CYPRESS — The Red working with the young people during 

Ribbon Week activities kicked off with a these Red Ribbon Week festivities. 


community dinner at the gymnasium to 
hand out red ribbons. Councilman David 
Cypress graciously sponsored the dinner. 

Red Ribbon Week activities 
included: 

The B.C. Health Clinic put on a 
breakfast at the clinic, where more red 
ribbons were distributed. 

Board Representative Paul 
Bowers hosted a luncheon at the commu- 
nity center. 

The community members partici- 
pated in a walk from Sadie’s bridge to the 
ballfield, where they then competed in 
horseshoes, volleyball and kickball. 
President Mitchell Cypress sponsored a 
lunch to top off these activities. 

B.C Family Services enjoyed 


Michael Onco particularly expressed 
pride in the entries for the poster contest. 

Mike brought the winning 
posters to the new Family Services office 
Monday morning, where he displayed 
them in the lobby. The community is 
encouraged to stop by Family Services to 
see these award-winning drawings. 

Big Cypress Family Services 
would like to thank all of the Tribal lead- 
ers for sponsoring the meals for Red 
Ribbon Week festivities. We would also 
like to thank the Recreation Staff and the 
Health Education Staff for all their work. 
The meals and activities were the key ele- 
ments in making this year’s Red Ribbon 
Week a great success. 


Hollywood Red Ribbon Week 

By Tina Mennella signed a big banner to pledge to live a 


HOLLYWOOD — Get together 
with friends. Watch a happy video. Learn 
something new. These were a few ideas 
on a poster called “101 Things To Do 
Instead of Drugs.” The poster was part of 
Red Ribbon Week, which was commemo- 
rated in many schools across the country. 

The Family Services Program at 
the Hollywood Reservation held its own 
celebration of Red Ribbon Week, which 
promotes the importance of living a drug- 
free life. 

Red Ribbon Week was originally 
created to honor Enrique “Kiki” 
Camarena, a United States law officer 
who was killed while trying to stop a drug 
gang. Red Ribbons were hung on trees to 
remember his sacrifice. The red ribbon 
now signifies a pledge to be drug-free. 

On Oct. 23 and 25, Family 
Services hosted events that were attended 
by children and their parents. Everyone 


drug-free life. Red ribbons were worn and 
valuable information given out about how 
to talk about drugs with your children, 
drug-free ways to cope with stress and the 
things one could do instead of drugs. 

The importance of living a bal- 
anced life was discussed. This includes 
taking care of your health and mind. FSP 
stressed that drugs only get in the way of 
one’s dreams and lead to a dead end. It is 
important to remember that, although it’s 
not easy to cope with stresses and prob- 
lems of life, using drugs will only add to 
the problem. 

Hollywood FSP enjoyed sharing 
these events with the children and com- 
munity members. In addition to the edu- 
cational stuff, there was also a pizza party 
on both days and face painting on the sec- 
ond day. FSP would like to give special 
thanks to the Hollywood representatives 
for their generous support. 


Immokalee Red Ribbon Week 


IMMOKALEE — The 

Immokalee Reservation, working together 
as a team, is celebrating Red Ribbon 
Week for an entire month. David and 
Maria Billie, of the Recreation 
Department, scheduled a series of four 
classes for the youth to hone their preven- 
tion skills. 

Billie Napper, of Family 
Services, is providing the classroom por- 
tion of the classes to assist the youth in 
learning about substance abuse, learning 
how to work together as an extended fam- 
ily, and learning how to improve their 
communication skills, interpersonal skills, 
and negotiating skills. 

Billie is currently negotiating 
with the Health Department to provide at 


least one session on living a healthy 
lifestyle. The Recreation Department and 
Board Representative Norita Yzaguirre 
are working together to provide refresh- 
ments for the group. 

The first class had a total of 20 
youngsters who pledged to maintain a 
drug and alcohol free lifestyle. Gail 
Boone worked with Billie and Naria to 
encourage the young people to participate 
in the class activities. 

Billie will also be going to the 
reservation’s preschool to discuss how to 
“Just Say No” with the preschoolers. “Just 
Say Boo to Drugs” was the theme of the 
“goodie” bags provided to the children at 
the Halloween Festival. 



Mable Haught finished fourth in the Oct. 19 Brighton Family Services Sobriety Walk. 


Brighton Family Services 
Hosts Sobriety Walk 


BRIGHTON - On Oct. 19, 
Brighton Family Services hosted a 
Sobriety Walk in celebration of Red 
Ribbon Week. The 5 -mile walk started at 
6:30 a.m. at the Field Office. 

There were nine walkers in all, 
the walkers was awarded with healthy 
breakfasts, t-shirts, water bottles and 
“goodie bags.” There were also cash 
awards given to the top five finishers. 

They were as follows: 1) Shawn 


John 2) Laverne Thomas 3) Elton Shore 
4) Mable Haught 5) Sandy “Sadd” Billie, 
Jr. 

Emma Johns and Karla 
Hildebrand would like to especially thank 
those who attended and helped make their 
first sobriety walk a success. It takes this 
type of dedication shown by all of the 
walkers to continue striving for a drug 
and alcohol-free community. 


DTS Director Speaks At Dedication 


Michael H. Trujillo, M.D., M.P.H., M.S., Assistant 
Surgeon General and Director of the Indian Health Service 
(IHS), an agency in the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS), gave the opening address at the dedication cere- 
mony for a new health care center for the Colorado River Indian 
Tribes. 

“This center will help ensure a healthier future for 
members of the Colorado River Indian Tribes, and its creation 
reflects our successful efforts to work together to expand access 
to health care,” HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson said. “No 
health organization can meet the needs of the entire population 
alone; community involvement is vital to ensuring a successful 
health care delivery system.” 

The construction of the Parker Health Care Center rep- 
resents a major partnership effort between the Colorado River 
Indian Tribes and the Indian Health Service. The Tribe is the sec- 
ond tribe in the IHS Phoenix Area to construct a facility under a 
P.L. 93-638 (the Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act, as amended) construction management grant. 

A unique aspect of this project is that the Colorado 
River Indian Tribes provided approximately $1.5 million to build 
the inpatient portion of the new facility, which will be transferred 
to the IHS. Congressional appropriations provided $21.6 million 
for the facility. 

The Tribe and the IHS began planning for the new clin- 
ic, which contains almost 7,000 square meters, in 1984. The new 


facility will replace a 2,838 square-meter facility that was origi- 
nally built in 1930. 

“This center is a monument to the spirit and persever- 
ance of the members of the Colorado River Indian Tribes,” said 
Dr. Trujillo. “Their commitment to improving the health of their 
people and their tireless efforts were critical to the success of this 
project. For years to come, this center will serve the health care 
needs and help raise the health status for their tribal members, 
their children, and their children’s children.” 

The new health care facility will support a health care 
delivery program for a projected user population of 6,239 and 
29,780 outpatient visits annually. The new facility has 17 inpa- 
tient beds, a 24-hour emergency room, and space for a full range 
of ambulatory and community health services. 

The Indian Health Service is the principal federal health 
care provider and health advocate for American Indian and 
Alaska Native people. It is composed of 12 regional offices and a 
system of 49 hospitals, 221 health centers, 120 health stations, 
and 170 Alaska village clinics. It works with tribal and urban 
programs to provide health services to approximately 1.5 million 
American Indians and Alaska Natives who belong to more than 
560 federally recognized tribes in 35 states. 

For more information on this topic, contact Dianne 
Hammack, IHS Public Affairs, at 301-443-3593. Additional 
information about the IHS is available on the IHS website at 
http://www.ihs.gov and http://info.ihs.gov. 


Diabetic Support Day Cruises Into Fitness 


By Jeanne Hatfield, Health Director 

Diabetic Support Day is a day to have fun while learn- 
ing about importance of nutrition and exercise. 

Council Representative Max Osceola, Jr. and the Health 
and Recreation Departments host this event every other month. 

In October, we had a wonderful 
time, going down to the Bayside Market 
Place in Miami. The day started off by walk- 
ing around the mall following Jeanne 
Hatfield, Health Educator, to get the blood 
flowing and the hearts pumping. 

For lunch, we went to the Hard 
Rock Cafe, where Nutritionist Jennifer 
Duncan went over all of the healthy meal 
selections and ordering techniques. 

It was a great lesson about dining 
out. After getting our bodies fueled up with 
some great nutritious meals, we went on a 
“sight-seeing” cruise where we saw fabulous 
places in downtown Miami such as 
Millionaires’ Row and Key Biscayne. 

The day was not only educational, 
but fun-filled as well. Lawrence Osceola and 
Everett Osceola from Broadcasting filmed 
the one-day event. They will be airing the 
segment on the Broadcasting Channel soon, 
so look out for it! 

In December, we will be having our 
next Diabetic Support Day, when we visit 
the Sawgrass Mills Mall in Sunrise. This 
will be a great opportunity to exercise, as we 
walk from one end to the other of the gigan- 
tic mall. 

We will also be learning some more 
about nutrition when we have lunch at the 
Rainforest Cafe. Please look for our adver- 


tisement on the Broadcasting Channel. 

If you have any questions, or would like to learn more 
about this event, please call Suzanne Davis or Jeanne Hatfield at 
(954) 962-2009. We hope to see you there! 



(L-R) Front row: Scarlett Young, (hiding) Barbara Billie, Everett Osceola, Susan 
Davis, Diabetic Coordinator, Vivian Delgado, Jennifer Duncan, Nutritionist. Back 
row: Jeanne Hatfield, Health Educator, Joe Billie, Angel Delgado, Bo Young and 
Lawrence Osceola. 


November Is National Diabetes Month 


By Jennifer Duncan, Registered and 
Licensed Dietitian/Nutritionist 

Approximately 16 million people 
in the United States have diabetes. 90-95% 
of people with diabetes have Type 2. This 
type of diabetes results from insulin resist- 
ance — the body either fails to make enough 
insulin or fails to properly use insulin. In 
many cases, this type of diabetes can be 
controlled through losing weight, as well as 
improved nutrition and exercise. If not, 
people may need oral medications or 
insulin to control the diabetes. 


If diabetes is not well controlled, 
there are many complications that can 
arise. These include: 

Blindness — diabetes is the lead- 
ing cause of new blindness in people 20- 
74 years of age. 

Kidney Disease — 10-21% of all 
people with diabetes develop kidney dis- 
ease. 

Heart Disease and Stroke — 

people with diabetes are 2-4 times more 
likely to have heart disease and stroke. 

Nerve Disease and 


Amputations — each year, 56,200 people 
lose their foot or leg to diabetes. 

Take care of your health: 

• If diabetic, keep blood sugar lev- 
els close to normal 

• Control your weight 

• Eat a healthy, well balanced diet 

• Get regular exercise 

• Have regular checkups 

• If diabetic, check your feet every- 
day for minor cuts or abrasions 

• Do not smoke. 


Caring For Your Childrens Teeth 


By Alexandra Frank 

Did you know that taking care of your teeth during 
pregnancy can lead to a healthy set of teeth for your child? The 
Seminole Tribe’s Dental Department, under the guidance of 
Dental Program Director Michael Sofianos and Dental Assistant 
Kerri Cook-Descheenie, relayed this surprising piece of informa- 
tion at a Nov. 1 class for parents. 

The Pre-School department served as the meeting place 
for the class on caring for your child’s teeth. Parents were asked 
to fill out a short questionnaire at the beginning to test their 
knowledge about dental care for children. 

A video was shown answering some of the questions 
asked on the questionnaire. The Lummi tribe from Washington 
State produced the video. 

Dr. Sofianos pointed out important information about 
“baby bottle tooth decay” and some of the factors that contribute 
to the degenerative disease. One factor is a baby bottle given at 
bedtime can cause drinks to puddle around the “primary teeth,” 
starting the disease. 

Mrs. Descheenie gave tips on how to combat the dis- 
ease and warned that, although the child should be weaned off of 
the bottle by the age of one, sipper cups do not totally protect the 
child from baby bottle tooth decay. 

A parent should consider giving water to a child at bed- 
time because milk, sports drinks, soda, and even juices can lead 
to the decaying process. A pacifier or soft toy should be given in 


place of the bottle to help in the weaning process. 

If a parent does not follow the suggestions, the resulting 
tooth decay can cause problems for a child, such as: pain, not 
eating properly, suffering speech problems, having emotional 
problems, and damaging permanent teeth. 

Here are a few more tips to help in the prevention of 
tooth decay: 

Get into the habit of wiping the child’s gums or primary 
teeth with a soft wiping cloth or especially made toothbrush 
daily. Wiping your baby’s mouth with a soft wiping cloth with 
non-fluoridate toothpaste should begin around 5-6 months of 
age. 

Use toothbrushes in various styles and colors to take 
advantage of your child’s curiosity for brightly colored objects 
and new shapes. It also encourages the child to want to feel the 
bristles of a toothbrush in their mouth. 

Another question asked was “when is it a good time to 
begin flossing a child’s teeth?” 

Dr. Sofianos suggested that 2 years is a good age to 
start flossing. Any younger can pose a hazard for both the parent 
and the child. 

The dental department is planning to have more classes, 
geared towards children older than 2 years. Most of the classes 
will be held in the Pre-School area, so make plans to attend. 

Keeping informed about your child’s dental care can 
help prevent unnecessary dental problems in the future. 


Babysitting Class Held For The Community 


By Jeanne Hatfield 

On Oct. 20 and 27, the Health 
Education Program, led by Jeanne Hatfield, 
was pleased to provide a very successful 
babysitting program for the community. 

This program consisted of two 
Saturday classes, taught by Health Education 
staff and the American Red Cross 
Representatives. 

These facilitators shared their own 
insights and taught many fundamentals every 
babysitter should know. 

The students learned many necessary 
skills, such as the proper techniques for chang- 
ing a diaper and feeding an infant, as well as 
being trained in CPR and First Aid. 

Every student who attended was very 
eager to learn and able to get hands-on train- 
ing. 

During these classes, the students 
learned what it takes to be a safe, responsible, 
and successful babysitter. 

Upon completion of the program, 
each student received official certification by 
the American Red Cross. 



Kneeling: Kurya Kippenberger, second row (L-R): Leticia Foster, Heather 
Kippenberger, and Jessica Turtle. Third row: Atlanta Johns, Jeanne Hatfield, 
and Rachel Robbio. 
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Who is your child's best friend? What does your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does you 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800.7SS.2SOO. 


Communication. The Anti^Drug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
www. T Lean ridrug.com 
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Announcements ❖ Ahnahhegel 

❖ Nakorkerkecetv ###### 

Happy Birthday • Heech-ka-ta-hon-ka En-neh-ta-ke Sha-faach-kee-ke | 

| Notices 




I would like to take the 
opportunity to wish a very Happy 29th 
Birthday to my one true: Michele 
Cypress, on Dec. 11th. 

Also, I want you to know that I 
Love You, Chinqos, that I’ll always be 
here for you, no matter what. 

For you no matter what, together 
we can accomplish anything. We got 
three years down, and many more to go. 
Happy Birthday! 

Much Love, 

Ernesto Castillo Jr.! 



Nov. 9, 2001. Happy Birthday 
Coowahcooche “John Rhodes McKinley 
Osceola.” 

“Big 2” We have love you lots. Have fun 
on this day and please , don’t be a 
“terrible two” take it easy on us. One 
love, Grandma Doris, Great Grandma 
Peggy and Grandpa Bear. 

11-9-01. Happy Birthday to my 
baby Boy John-john. I love you and Miss 
You everyday I’m away from you. 
Remember Mama loves ya! From, Bio- 
mom Kim. 


Birth Announcement 



Welcome Maleah Kelsey Smith, 
born on October 2, 2001 at 12:53 p.m., 
weighing at 8 lbs. and 6 oz. And 20 !4 
inches long. Proud parents are Jason 
Smith from Cherokee, North Carolina, 
and Mary Ann Doctor from Hollywood. 
Proud grandparents are Mary Smith from 
Cherokee, North Carolina, Virgil Doctor 
and Colleen Osceola from Hollywood. 
Proud great-grandparents are Helen 
Jackson in Cherokee, North Carolina and 
Minnie Doctor from Hollywood. 


Happy Birthday John-john! We 
love you lots, Brother & Sisters Denise, 
Dom, and Letitia. 

Happy Birthday to my daddy 
Leo. Love, Chaska Nodin Osceola 

Happy 8th Birthday to Tana 
Wind Bear Osceola on August 27. 

Chaska, Jamie, Leo, Maranda, Dad, 
Grandma Teresa and Papa Joe 

Happy Birthday to “Ah-tah-thay- 
gee” Kyrell Josh born November 19. You 
are three years old now and we love you 
more now then the day you were bom. 
Hugs and kisses from all of us who love 
you more than you will ever know. 


Deadlines 

December 14 Issue 

November 30 

January 11, 2002 Issue 

December 28 

February 1, 2002 Issue 

January 18, 2002 


Wedding Announcement 



Congratulations to Brandi and 
Gavin Williams, who were recently 
married on Oct. 28 in Las Vegas. 

Brandi Jones is the daughter of 
Mingo and Linda Jones of the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Gavin Williams is the son of 
Annie Mae Williams and (the late) 
Johnson Williams. He is a member of the 
Choctaw Tribe from Mississippi. 

Brandi and Gavin have been 
seeing each other for the past four years 
and have two beautiful children, daughter 
Mi-lyn, and son Brandon. 

They will reside on the 
Hollywood Reservation. 

Congratulations on your 
wedding day, Oct. 28, 2001 to Brandi and 
Gavin Williams from your one and only 
sister Cassandra, Daniel Jr., Francisco 

Congratulations to our sister 
Brandi and our new brother-in-law Gavin 
Williams. From your brothers, Konrad 
and Lorenzo Jones. 

Happy 20th Anniversary (Nov. 
10) to Mingo and Linda Jones and also 
Happy Birthday to Mom Linda from your 
children and grandkids. 



I would like to wish a very 
Happy 25th Birthday to my man Michael 
L. Onco, Jr. on August 5. I love you so 
much. I am going to say “Yes.” I will 
marry you. Love you, Jamie Roberts 
Osceola 

Happy Birthday to my fiance 
Douglas Osceola born 11-19-69. Love 
you lots, Misty. 

Happy Birthday to “Big Doug” 
from the Otter gang. Hope you had a 
good one. One Love, Doris and Kids. 


Engagement 



Congratulations to Douglas M. 
Osceola and Misty Daniels on their recent 
engagement. 


Call To Action! 

The Chickee Christian Academy 
students need to raise a minimum of 
$3,000 to publish the 2002 yearbook. To 
help, become an Ambassador Advocate 
by doing one or more of the following: 

Have your name listed on the 
Ambassador Advocates pages in the 
yearbook for a donation of $20.00 for 
each name listed, which may include 
names of children, in memoriam, etc. 

Advertise your business or 
ministry by purchasing a 1/8 page 
(business card size) ad for a donation of 
$50.00. The ad may extend “Best 
Wishes” to the Chickee Christian 
Academy, or to that special student in 
your life. 

Submit a list of businesses, 
friends, family members, etc., from which 
we can establish a database of contacts to 
approach to support our fund drive. 

Volunteer your service by 
contacting people you know. Come by the 
school for further details. 

The Chickee Christian Academy 
has until the first week of March to pay 
all fees and submit all materials to the 
publisher for a June 2002 delivery date. 
For more information, call (954) 894- 
5651. 



Attention All Pool Players 

The Immokalee VNEA 
Winter Pool League started Monday 
Nov. 26 at the Immokalee Pool Bam. 
Only six teams signed up on opening 
night. Deadline for team sign up is 
Monday Dec. 3. 

Teams, consisting of five 
players - men or women or 
combination, will play a 1 6-week 
schedule. A mini-toumament will be 
held on the eight week. Dues are $25 
per team per week. No league on 
Monday Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) or 
Monday Dec. 30 (New Years Eve). 

For more information call 
League President/Secretary Maria 
Billie at (941) 658-2040 or (941) 658- 
0020, Vice President George 
Grasshopper at (863) 983-9659, or 
Treasurer Libby Blake at (954) 967- 
3416. 


2002 Tribal Fair Poster Contest 


Poster Contestant Groups: 

Group One: Kindergarten, 
First Grade 

Group Two: Second Grade, 
Third Grade, and Fourth Grade 

Group Three: Fifth Grade, 
Sixth Grade, and Seventh Grade 

Group Four: Eight Grade, 
Ninth Grade, Tenth Grade 

Group Five: Eleventh 
Grade, Twelfth Grade 

Entries due: At Parent 
Advisory Committee designated 
location on or before December 27, 
2001. 

Dates: Contest begins 
September 1, 2001, Contest ends: 
December 27, 2001 and Judging will 
take place on January 10, 2002. Three 
judges selected specific to 
reservation/area. 

Display: All winners 
displayed at the Tribal Fair 2002. 

All non-winners displayed 
on specific reservation/area preferably 
at the local Tribal Library. 


Winner featured in The 
Seminole Tribune. 

Theme: Education - What 

It Means To Me. 

Participants: Members of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Hollywood Reservation, Big Cypress 
Reservation, Brighton Reservation, 
Immokalee Reservation, Tampa 
Reservation and Non-Residents. 

Contest: Standard poster 
board size. 

Media: Collage, Poem with 
artwork, Painting, Pen and Ink 
Sketches, WaterColors, Mixed Media. 

Judging: Visual Affect, 
Creativity, Layout/Organization and 
Copying/Reproduction will not be 
judged. 

Awards: 1 . First Place will 
receive $100.00, 2. Second Place - 
$75.00, 3. Third Place - $50.00, 4. 
Honorable Mention - $20.00 plus 
medallion, 5. Honorable Mention - 
$20.00 plus medallion, 6. All non- 
cash awarded participants - ribbon 
“For Participation” 


Assistance For Native American 
(“ANA”) Grants 

ANA has funding available for its 
Native American language programs. The 
grants have been broken down into two 
categories 1) planning and 2) design and 
implementation. 

ANA has $2 million available for 
both categories. Category I grants will be 
up to $60,000; Category II grants will be 
funded up to $150,000. 

Applications are due by April 5, 
2002 with a project start date of 
September 30, 2002. Applicants should 
develop projects that begin after 
September 30. 



December 8 Party at Okalee Village. 

Anyone who is interested in seeing 
over 25 of South Florida’s best D.J.’s, 
log on to www.electricpowwow.com 
or call 460-5908 for more information. 


One Love 


I still love you, 

But you ve broken my heart, 

Should I weep till I fall asleep? 

Or pick up the shattered pieces 
And make a new start. 

I am lost, 

Without direction or cause 
For a moment I pause. 

Should I try to regain focus? 

Be a man, 

And admit to my flaws. 

And watch you walk happily 
With your new love, 

Decking the halls. 

Or let my rip the page 
With my vicious claws. 

I never meant to be such an ass, 

But you ve gotta understand my situation, 
Fm from the rez’s most under class. 

Its a shame I took the drugs and booze 
over a wonderful past. 

You must admit, 

We had some times. 

The lord opened up the Heavens 
And let the bright light shine. 

We once laughed together, 

Now each time we make eye contact 
We wanna kill each other. 

We have a bond that can ’t be broken, 

You Ye my baby s mother. 

Through thick and thin, 

We always prevail. 

For you and the kids, 

I will crawl through hell. 

I love you boo, 

It isn ’t hard to tell. 

If in life I succeed or fail, 

On you and the children, 

I shall never bail. 

Feel these words, 

As I silently yell. 

One Love. 

By: Marked Billie 


Big Screen Specialist 

(954) 961-1100 
Free Estimates 

The Video Hospital 

6766 Pines Blvd. 


You could be here 
for only $45! 

Call (954) 967-3416. 



FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Bjsrets 
M :>hH Somhota 


TCMI.IIE CAMILLA 
Bp: vws-an 5 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863 - 467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 



Telephone (954) 962-5640 
(954) 962-2333 
Fax: (954) 962-7242 

BARRY GODIN INSURANCE AGENCY INC. 

BARRY GODIN 

Agent 


FLORA GODIN 

Agent 

708 N. State Road 7 (Hwy 441) 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 
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Jobs ❖ Tahgathkege Ahhuglahpehge 


Hollywood 


Job Title: Accountant 

Open Date: 10-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Corporate Board Accounting, 

Hollywood 

Salary: $50,000 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: Accountant 

Open Date: 10-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Corporate Board Accounting, 

Hollywood 

Salary: $38,200 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Alligator Wrestler 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Job Title: Commission Officer 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 annually w/ benefits 

Job Title: Community Outreach 

Coordinator 
Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $29,100 - 35,600 annually w/ 

benefits 

Job Title: Database Administrator 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Information Systems 

Salary: Negotiable 

Job Title: Executive Administrator 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: President’s Office 

Salary: Negotiable w/ benefits 

Job Title: Foster Care Worker (1 ) 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: Negotiable w 1 benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance 

Worker/Janitor 
Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Salary: $14,560 with benefits 

Job Title: Medical Receptionist 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Hollywood, Health 

Salary: $18,740 annually w/benefs 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 


Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salary: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 

Job Title: 
Open Date: 
Close Date: 
Location: 
Salaiy: 


Medical Records Assitant 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Health 
$ 26,000-32,000 annually w/ 
benefits 

Office Clerk 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Hollywood, Secretary Treasurer 
$20,000 annually w/benefits 

Office Clerk (P/T) 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Utilities 
$8.00 per hour w/ benefits 

Patient Services Coordinator 

9-10-01 

Until Filled 

Hollywood, Health 

$21 ,840 annually w/ benefits 

Payables Disbursement 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Hollywood, Accounting 
$18,740 annually w/ benefits 

Plumber 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Hollywood, Housing / 
Construction 

$24,960 annually w/benefits 

Secretary II 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Health 
$26,000 annually w/benefits 

Senior Admin. Assistant 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Hollywood, Madio Adjusting Co. 
Negotiable 

Snake Handler 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 

Hollywood, Okalee Village 
$20,800 with benefits 

Surveillance Operator 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Gaming 

Transporter 

9-10-01 
Until Filled 
Hollywood, Health 
$18,720 annually w/ benifits 


Big Cypress 


Job Title: Water Quality Sampler I 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Water Resources 

Department 

Salary: $1 8,500 annually w/benefits 

Job Title: ARNP 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: Negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: Bus Driver 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee School 

Salary: $12.50 per hour 

Job Title: Cook 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Ahfachkee School 

Salary: $9.00 per hour 

Job Title: Community Health 

Representative 
Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: $18,700 w/ benefits 

Job Title: Custodian 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Salary: $15,600 w/benefits 


Brighton 


Job Title: Bus Monitor (P/T) 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Brighton, Education 

Salary: $6.05 Per Hour 

Job Title: Carpenter 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Riled 

Location: Brighton, Housing/Construction 

Salary: $33,280w/benefits 

Job Title: Commission Officer 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Filled 

Location: Brighton, Gaming 

Salary: $28,000 with benefits 

Job Title: Maintenance Worker 

Open Date: 9-10-01 

Close Date: Until Riled 

Location: Building & Grounds 

Salary: $1 4,500 with benefits 
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Job Title: 

Operator Maintenance 
Trainee (2) 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Utilities 

Salary: 

$18,720 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Coordinator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Health 

Salary: 

$21 ,840 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Secretary 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Family Services 

Salary: 

$20,800 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Workers (2) 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 

Salary: 

$16, 640 w/benefits 

Job Title: 

Water/Waste Water Plant 
Operator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Utilities 

Salary: 

Negotiable commensurate w/ 
experience with benefits 



Job Title: 

Nutritionist 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Salary: 

$35,000 w/benefits. 

Job Title: 

Operator Maintenance Trainee 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Utilities 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Brighton, Gaming 
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Immokalee 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Cultural Language Instructor 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, Cultural Education 

Salary: 

$28,120 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, Building & Grounds 

Salary: 

$14,500 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Immokalee, Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 


Tampa 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Cultural Language Instructor 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Tampa, Cultural Education 

Salary: 

$28,120 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 
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Coconut Creek 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Salary: 

$28,000 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Close Date: 

Until Filled 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 


CHEVROLET CAVALIER 


xlrdbc e#h Ml- 
IaTfei.TJ-ttMr0t.CI) 


NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 11am-5pm! 


Hi 55 
: 3E57 


Dbuxrl 


2000 

CHEVROLET 


TIil kiivl H TLitt 

nd vi -rpK---r ■- 

.ii .- 1 

FI- riT-IttttT 



mm 

S 4I94 


Prifci 
f'Lhi rJ 


EXECVITVE DEMO 


Buy S 



PREFERRI 


SI) SEMINOLE 

USE PLAN ji 




I i pc T anBlIiid, 
ifnm Rtofc.ibriv. 
ni:i -vs i r I m 
r. . i Z Ntad. 

prteWE = 32.3&a 

VhM 
DnrH.fl 


EXECUTIVE DEMO 


Buy S 




On Any New Select *01 Chevrolet 
Car, Duck Or Suv In Stock! 


2000 

CHEVROLET - 


t c. h*>. Lri i 
31 L'f !?§=■ Thrs Fik 
l-iijiC aria 

-'■XfrAWJT.i 

491,169 

-*nn 



Deoil Directly* W ilhr Pur. 
ficnwnlfsiilMi Mur - — 




NEW 2001 
CHEVROLET- 


Stod 



tease For 

095 


t ffprMo, 


Buy For 



mm ttam-5pm! 


Come Vtart Du On-Line Shoiwioam On Qlt Web Pagt: WWW.kiGlISyCHOWOlOtCOrn 





.234XHEV 


DADE 

COUTsTTY: 



,944.7121 


4 


r\ 


r i 

KELLEY 

Shuv. P-J. 1'7 

HOLLYWOOD 

BLVD. 

A 

N 


li^LLAJNQALC 

BEACH 

□ LVD. 


Between Hollyw 

& Gulfstre. 


DOG 

arn 


Den Track 


ParE 


ON US 1, JUST NORTH OF HALLANDALE BEACH BLVD. 

Prices incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lie, reg laxes & dealer tee-. -[Leases are ob mas closed end wSiOUD trade equity or cash down pynnt. 1st mo pyml, bank tee. plus tax. fags & dealer 

tuns d ue .-il Incept No sen dep required Mile olliui'= l?K mti/yr "Kee dealer thr derails Not neftpnn thr type terrors 






















The Seminole Tribune 


16 


November 30, 2001 



Alexandra Frank 

Winners of the “Prettiest” category of the 7-9 year olds were Starz Sanchez, Deandra Tiger, 
and Tianna Young. 

Hollywood Fall Festival 




By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Oct. 31, 
under a full moon, the reservation ball field 
looked like a Wes Craven horror movie come 
to life. Babies, children, pre-teens, teens, and 
adults of all ages came out on All Hallow 
Eve’s for a night of spooky fun at the 
Hollywood Fall Festival. 

The festival featured several contests, 
held by various programs (such as Pre-School) 
and sponsored by the Council and Board 
Representatives. A pumpkin carving contest 
started off the festivities, Steve Young and 
Kristin Duda, of Hollywood Recreation, had 
the honor (or 
horror) of judg- 
ing the contest. 

Pumpkin 
Carving Contest 

Youth (17 and 
Under) 1) Krystle 
Young, 2) 

Chassidy 
Harjochee, 3) 

Deandra Tiger. 

Adult (18-49) 1) 

Geraldine L. 

Osceola, 2) 

Chuck Osceola, 

3) Gladys Doctor. 

Senior (50 and 
Over) 1) Betty 
Osceola, 2) 

Jimmie Hank 
Osceola, 3) Pat 
Gopher. 

There 
was a lot of tal- 
ent on display in 
the pumpkin carving contests, as there was in 
the costume contest. A lot of people looked 
forward to entering the contests, and it showed 
in the work and time they put into making 
their costumes and carving the pumpkins. 

There were a lot of participants in the 
costume contest and, sad to say, many creative 
outfits did not place in the top three positions. 
There were four categories to place in: scari- 
est, most original, prettiest, and 
the king and queen of the festival. 

Here is a list of all the 
winners and the category in which 
they placed. I hope all of you 
goblins and ghouls had fun and 
enjoyed the candy, see you next 
year. 

Costume Contest - 

Infant through 1 Year 
Scariest- 1) Grant Osceola, 2) 

Matthew Osceola, 3) Francisco 
Rodriguez Jones. 

Most Original- 1) Colby Cypress, 

2) Caitlyn Billie, 3) Franklin 
Jumper. 

Prettiest- 1) Aniya Gore, 2) Alenia 
Micco, 3) Jonah Billie. 

The King- Donovan Spiva. The 
Queen- Elizabeth Frank. 

2 Year Olds 

Scariest- 2) Daniel Rodriguez Jr., 

2) Caleb Wolf, 3) Richard 
Primeaux. 

Most Original- 1) Brent Frank, 2) 

Mila Osceola, 3) Franklin Jumper. 

Prettiest- 1) Rylee Osceola, 2) Raylene 
Stewart, 3) Skyla Osceola. 

The King- Cecil Johns. The Queen- Kira 
Mowatt. 

3 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) Rhett Tiger, 2) Donovan Osceola, 

3) Tyler Plummer. 

Most Original- 1) Maurice Billie, 2) Luke 
Baxley Junior, 3) Tyson Osceola. Prettiest- 1) 
Kiana Bell, 2) Janay Cypress, 3) Carson 
Knaby. 

The King- Lorenzo Jones. The Queen- Arianna 
Primeaux. 


4 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) Nick Dehass, 2) Ty Pierce, 3) 
Agullbee Osceola. 

Most Original- 1) Elizabeth Wolf, 2) Ethan 
Cypress, 3) Dakota Tiger Prettiest- 1) Brianna 
Billie, 2) Shania Johns, 3) Ellyse Frank. 

The King- Cameron Osceola. The Queen- 
Fairuza Billie. 

5-6 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) Jonathon Frank, 2) Brandtley 
Osceola, 3) Konrad Jones. 

Most Original- Neko Osceola, 2) Trevor 
Osceola, 3) Jamie 
Tiger. 

Prettiest - 1) Joslyn 
Cypress, 2) Maleah 
Isaac, 3) Tia Blais- 
Billie. 

The King- Dorian 
Jumper. The Queen- 
Katelyn Young. 

7-9 Year Olds 
Scariest- 1) Huston 
Osceola, 2) Naomi 
Billie, 3) Tyler 
Harjochee. 

Most Original- 1) 
Brodie Blais-Billie, 2) 
Talena Castillo, 3) 
Ravenne Osceola. 
Prettiest- 1) Tianna 
Young, 2) Deandra 
Tiger, 3) Starz 
Sanchez. 

The King- J.T. 
Osceola. The Queen- 
Cindi Adair. 


10-13 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) Casey McCall, 2) Nick DiCarlo, 3) 
Pedro Fuentes. 

Most Original- 1) Spencer Battiest, 2) 
Rhiannon Tiger, 3) Jack Turtle. 

Prettiest- 1) Shelby Dehass, 2) Brianna 
Harjochee, 3) Chelsea Mountain. The King- 
Joshua Cypress. The Queen- Krystle Young. 


14-17 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) Joey Richardson, 2) Stephen 
Billie, 3) Jerome Davis. 

Most Original- 1) Mike Gentry, 2) Catlin Jim, 
3) Bobby Osceola. 

Prettiest- 1) Tasha Osceola, 2) Jojo Osceola, 3) 
Mercedes Osceola. 

The King- Legus Bowers. The Queen- 
Christine McCall. 

18-49 Year Olds 

Scariest- 1) John Billie, 2) Ricardo Hernandez, 
3) Thomas Storm Jr. 

Most Original- 1) Nathan Doctor, 2) Scarlett 
Young, 3) Vivian 
Delgado. Prettiest- 1) 
Reina Micco, 2) 
Brandi Williams, 3) 
Iretta Tiger. 

The King- Vince 
Motlow. The Queen- 
Brande Clay. 

50 Years and Over 
Scariest- 1) Dorothy 
Tucker, 2) Juanita 
Osceola. 

Most Original- 1) Joe 
Dan Osceola, 2) Paul 
Buster, 3) Cornelia 
Osceola. Prettiest- 1) 
Betty Osceola, 2) 
Betty Mae Jumper, 3) 
Pat Bowers. 

The King- Jimmy 
Hank Osceola. The 
Queen- Wanda 
Bowers. 






Alexandra Frank 

SWATHED IN SILK: Mercedes, JoJo, and Tasha Osceola swept the 
“Prettiest” Category. 


Alexandra Frank 

CHICKEN RUN: Franklin Jumper placed 
third in the “Most Original” category. 


Alexandra Frank 

Future Homecoming King and Queen? 


Tampa Reservation Halloween Hauntings 


By Gary Padgett 

TAMPA — This time of year means different 
things to different people, but for the Tampa Community, 
it’s a time to come together to celebrate, compete and dress 
up in the best and scariest costumes. 

Women’s Horseshoes: 1) Debbie Henry 2) Tina 
Smith 3) Mayra Simmons 4) Joanie Henry. 

Men’s 

Horseshoes: 1) Paul 
Simmons 2) Phillip 
Smith 3) Bobby Henry 
4) Craig Foret. 

Women’s 9- 
ball: 1) Debbie Henry 

2) Trish Doctor 3) 

Mayra Simmons 4) Tina 
Smith. 

Men’s 9-ball: 

1) Richard Henry 2) 

Jessie Henry 3) Craig 
Foret 4) Jimmy 
Osceola. 

Pumpkin 

Decorating Contest: 

Ages 3-6: 1) 

Christina Clark 2) 

Ricky Dillon 3) Trystyn 
Storm 4) Ethan Smith. 

Ages 7-12: 1) 

Mathew Henry 2) Jacob 
Santiago 3) Tiffany 
Foret 4) Devin Doctor. 

Ages 13-17: 1) Linda Jane Henry 2) Alana Henry 

3) Amanda Sisneroz. 

Costume competition: 

Ages 0-2: 1) Miguel Dillon 2) Ruby Thomas 3) 


Colime 4) Mason Foret. 

Girls Ages 3-5: 1) Christina Clark 2) Kanika 
Jimmie 3) Ryanna Thomas 4) Danelle Thomas. 

Boys Ages 3-5: 1) Jeremiah Santiago 2) Ethan 
Smith 3) Ricky Dillon 4) Lolo. 

Girls Ages 6-9: 1) Dylame Henry 2) Tiffany Foret 
3) Phayda Clark 4) Stacy Smith. 


Boys Ages 6-9: 1) Jacob Santiago 2) Joel Foret 3) 
Mathew Henry. 

Girls Ages 10-17: 1) Jamie Henry 2) Linda Jane 
Henry 3) Sierra Simmons. 

Boys Ages 10-17: 1) Aaron Frank 2) 
Joseph Santiago 3) Kyle Henry 4) Nick Frank. 

“King” Contest: 1) Tina Smith 2) 
Mayra Simmons 3) Trish Doctor. 

“Queen” Contest: 1) Ronnie Doctor 
2) Phillip Smith 3) Ramsey Harjo 4) Jahna 
Smith. 

Seniors: 1) Bobby Henry 2) Susie 
Doctor 3) Nancy Frank. 

Ages 3-6: l)Christina Clark 2) Ricky 
Dillon 3) Trystyn Storm 4) Ethan Smith. 

Ages 7-12: 1) Mathew Henry 2) Jacob 
Santiago 3) Tiffany Foret 4) Devin Doctor. 

The costumes were given a chance to come 
alive in the Haunted House. Like last year, the 
Haunted House was a success and everyone 
who participated had fun. 

On behalf of the Tampa Community, 
Richard Henry, Tampa Liaison, would like to 
thank Alex Johns and John Wayne Huff for 
their help and support in this event. The Tampa 
Community enjoyed a fun and safe Halloween, 
and looks forward to another one next year. 



Gary Padgett 

Costumed youngsters strike their best pose for the judges. 



Gary Padgett 

Backstage at a Slipknot concert? No, it’s the cast and crew of the Haunted House. 


Miccosukees Celebrate 20th 
Community Halloween Party 


By Barbara Secody 

MICCOSUKEE RESERVATION — It seemed 
that the entire Miccosukee Tribe came out for the 20th 
annual community Halloween party, held on Oct. 24 at the 
gymnasium. 

The event was coordinated by Betty Billie, 

Virginia Poole, Sharon Logan and Jimmie Poole of the 
Community Resources Department; and Judy Osceola and 
Louise Bert of Community Action Agency. 

Vehicles were lined bumper to bumper along the 
road as parents ushered their little ghosts and goblins into 
the building for the celebration. Once inside the door, the 
kids took off in all directions to explore the various booths 
and games. 

Other games were happening in the center of the 
floor, such as the musical chairs game. Betty Billie and a 
few helpers did their best to keep order as the squeals of the 
kids rang throughout the building. 

Once the music stopped, it was quite a sight to see 
the kids scramble to claim a chair. Naturally, one was left 
without a chair - and was eliminated. There were plenty of 
prizes for everyone, and no one went home empty-handed. 

Each department was responsible for setting up 
and manning their own booth. Each booth provided some 
type of a challenging game, such as the ring toss set up by 
the Finance Department. 

Two large poker tables were set up for those who 
felt lucky. The stakes were high, and the proceeds were 
allocated to elderly assistance programs. Even Chairman 
Billy Cypress tried his hand at the game with the rest of the 
players. Win, lose or draw, they all had a good time. 

The Senior Center provided a dart game. The 
Miccosukee Police Department set up a football toss game, 
which was a hit with the younger crowd. Many showed 
promise of someday entering the big leagues with some of 
their powerful throws. 

Other games provided were the spooky quarter 
drop, sponsored by the Learning Center; and a math and 
pumpkin game provided by the MIS department. 


Drawings were held throughout the evening, and 
many went home with a little extra money in their pockets, 
or a great prize under their arm. Tina Osceola was the 
happy winner of the 50/50 raffle drawing. Marilyn H. 
Thomas pocketed a generous amount for being the seller of 
the winning ticket. 

There was a long line at the food booth throughout 
the evening. Playing games and having fun worked up a 
powerful appetite. The hard-working folks in the food 
booth were busy all evening. 

The highlight of the evening was the drawing for 
the two big prizes: a patchwork men’s traditional jacket and 
woman’s patchwork long skirt. Not just any jacket and 
skirt: - a Virginal Poole original. 

Virginia is one of Miccosukee ’s most popular 
patchwork designers, and her work is always in demand. 
Someone wanting a skirt or jacket is in for a wait, as her 
creations are in high demand. Tickets were snapped up 
throughout the evening by people hoping to win one of the 
items. 

Ironically, both items were won by members of 
Virginia’s own family. She said she wished someone out- 
side of her family had won them, but was happy for the 
winners. The winner of the jacket went to 20 month-old 
Aimee Osceola (Virginia’s granddaughter); and the skirt 
was won by Theresa C. Osceola. 

As the festivities came to an end, and department 
workers packed up their booths, a lot of happy and tired 
kids (and parents) were ready to head home. It had been a 
great party and everyone had a good time. Congratulations 
to those who worked hard to make the 20th annual party a 
great success. 

Something is always happening in Trail. The 
Miccosukee Tribe maintains community unity through work 
and play. Fun, games, food and family is what keeps this 
community strong. The people work hard and work togeth- 
er; but they always make time to enjoy their lives and that 
for which they have worked so hard. 


Hollywood Seniors Spook Hot Meals 


By Robin Osceola 

HOLLYWOOD — It was Halloween and the sen- 
iors were at their bewitching best and ready for a good 
time. 

After walking through 
the Hot Meals entrance, trans- 
formed into a spooky tunnel 
filled with spiders, bats and 
other creatures, the seniors 
knew they were in for a treat. 

The morning began 
with a visit from the Pre-school 
trick-or-treaters, who received 
more treats than tricks. 

Afterwards, the events 
started as the seniors competed 
in costume, pie-eating, pump- 
kin carving and pinata breaking 
contests. 

There was also a spe- 
cial challenge match, a pie-eat- 
ing contest between 
Councilman Max Osceola, Jr. 
and Board Representative 
David Dehass. 

The two pinatas were 
broken by Joe Dan Osceola, 

Mary Gay Osceola, and David 
Jumper. Jimmy Hank Osceola 
was victorious in the last event, 
musical chairs. 

For those of you who 
want to know who won the pie- 


eating challenge: it was Max Osceola, Jr., who came up for 
air only twice. 

After the events were finished, Jack Motlow led 
everyone in prayer before a special chicken and rib lunch. 

Costume Contest- 
Men- 1) Ronnie Doctor. 

2) Mason Osceola. 3) Jimmy Hank 
Osceola. 4) Jack Motlow. 5) Joe 
Dan Osceola. 6) Eugene Bowers. 

7) Harley Jumper 

Women- 1) Betty Osceola. 
2) Maydell Osceola. 3) Mabel 
Osceola. 4) Dorothy Tucker. 5) Pat 
Gopher. 6) Maggie Osceola. 7) 
Mary Tiger. 8) Minnie Doctor. 9) 
Mary Bowers. 10) Betty Mae 
Jumper. 

Pie-eating Contest- 

Men- 1) Mason Osceola. 
2) Joe Dan Osceola. 3) Ronnie 
Doctor. 4) Eugene Bowers. 5) 
Jimmy Hank Osceola. 

Women- 1) Annie Jumper. 
2) Betty Osceola. 3) Betty Jumper. 

4) Maydell Osceola. 5) Judy Ann 
Osceola. 

Pumpkin Carving 

Contest- 

1) Eugene Bowers. 2) 
Mabel Osceola. 3) Pat Gopher. 4) 
Betty Osceola. 5) Jimmy Hank 
Osceola. 6) Ronnie Doctor. 



David DeHass 


Mason Osceola placed second with this costume. 
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Christmas Doll 

Betty Mae Jumper wrote the 
following column several years ago . It is 
one of her most popular columns , and 
we’re reprinting it as a special 
Christmas gift to our readers . 

T his time of the year, I always have 
memories from years ago when I 
was a small girl and didn’t know 
what Christmas was about. 

One year I saw young white girls 
my age. They were wearing black patent 
leather shoes with little straps across the 
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Jumper 
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top. And they were carrying dolls. They 
said, “Santa gave it to us.” 

For the longest time I used to 
wonder who was this man Santa Claus 
who went around and handed out shoes 
and dolls to children and why didn’t he 
come to me. I wondered how you ask 
Santa to give you those things. But, I 
never learned how to go about asking. 
Finally, I just figured you had to be white 
to get a doll and shoes, so that’s that. I 
never got my black patent leather shoes, 
or the doll when I was a child. 

Years later, when I was a teenag- 
er - about 15-1 was attending the 
Cherokee Boarding School in Cherokee, 

See DOLL, page 3 


Maagashuglek 
Yoleechatahcha 
(To Be Careful) 

By Virginia Mitchell 

As this holy day approaches, are 
we all prepared? 

Prepared to exchange gifts, as 
well as exchanging good moments when 
reminiscing about the previous year? 

Gifts are sometimes trivial to many peo- 
ple, because, to them, it is the thought 
that really counts. 

Prepared to visit with loved ones 
and being thankful for those precious 
times to be able to share amongst each 
other. To not be bitter about what might 
be bothering you, but to actually visit and 
to be grateful that we are again together 
for another year. Happy to see everyone 
in good health, as well as celebrating 
their achievements as the days come and 

go. 

It is time to accept things as they 
seem, and be willing to accept what has 
been established. Meaning, if your family 
is happy and say they are, accept that, for 
they must be. Focus on yourself before 
making judgements on others, especially 
if things aren’t going your way. Don’t 
dwell on others, when you mislead about 
circumstances, it might come back to 
haunt you. 

See BE CAREFUL, page 7 


Seasons Greeting From The Seminole Tribe 



HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS: Saint Nicholas was spotted outside the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters, making 
his list and checking it twice. Tribune reporters say, “he is going to find out who’s been naughty or nice.” 


6th Annual Time Travel Tour Scheduled for 2003 


PLANTATION - The Crab House served as the 
meeting and eating place for the Anthropology & 

Genealogy Department’s follow up for the recent Time 
Travel Tour of Georgia’s historic mounds, built by the 
indigenous peoples of this continent. 

The luncheon gave the individuals who worked the 
Tour a chance to give input about improvements or changes 
that need to be made. The Anthropology and Genealogy 
Department staff, along with Linda Billie, Water Resources 
- Big Cypress: Everett Osceola, Broadcasting - Hollywood; 
and Alexandra Frank, Tribune - Hollywood, participated in 
the luncheon. 

The site for the 6th annual Time Travel Tour will 
be Charleston, SC and will coincide with the 165th 
Anniversary of Osceola’s death. The trip will most likely be 
in the month of January, which is also the month of 
Osceola’s death. 

The tour will follow the route that Osceola, along 
with other Seminole warriors, traveled to reach their final 
destination, after having been captured by the U.S. Army 


under a white flag of truce. 

The Tour will try to incorporate, if possible, the 
site of the capture and other areas significant to the trans- 
portation of the warriors from one fort to another as they 
made their way northward. 

Also being considered are more places for Tribal 
members to shop such as swamp meets, Wal-Marts, and 
shopping malls. Tribal members have voiced their sugges- 
tion of more shopping time on these trips and the 
Anthropology & Genealogy Department is seriously taking 
those suggestions into consideration. 

If you would like to be a Time Travel Tour partici- 
pant, watch closely for announcements of the Tour around 
the end of 2002. It will probably be cold, so plan on pack- 
ing warm clothes and comfortable traveling shoes. 

The Anthropology & Genealogy Department are 
working to ensure that the future trip will be a fun, comfort- 
able learning experience. This trip will appeal to the history 
buff in anyone and will no doubt show a little insight into 
the last days of Osceola. 


American Indian Heritage Month Celebration 

By Alexandra Frank 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
observed November, American Indian Heritage month, by host- 
ing a celebration on the Big Cypress reservation on Nov. 24 - 25. 

This year, the “stickball” games and the “stomp dance” 
exhibition that were scheduled were cancelled due to the unfor- 
tunate passing of a Tribal member. 

During the celebration, visitors could tour the museum 
building and grounds. There were booths on the museum 
grounds, showcasing items such as beadwork, patchwork cloth- 
ing, glass beads, and supplies to do beadwork crafts. 

There were demonstration areas that a visitor could take 
part of, storytelling sessions and an area where visitors could 
observe Tribal members creating arts and crafts in traditional vil- 
lage setting. 

American Indian Heritage Month is a great way for 
non-Indians a chance to see how these Tribes lived and the vari- 
ous forms of arts and crafts they used to sustain a livelihood. 

This month is also a tribute to the indigenous way of 
life and how many survived long before Europeans appeared on 
this continent. 

Modem art was also highlighted, there were many tal- 
ented American Indians well versed with painting, sculpture and 
other mediums used to emulate indigenous life. 

If you have friends, or know people who want to leam 
more about the American Indian, this is the perfect time to share 

information about the unfamiliar culture right in their own back- ^ , 

a Patsy Billie makes a sweetgrass basket. 



Sanchez Crowned 
2001 Immokalee 
Homecoming Queen 



Toni Ashley Sanchez, 2001 Homecoming Queen 
By Libby Blake 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee High 
School’s Homecoming Queen for 2001 is Tribal 
member Toni Ashley Sanchez. Toni is the daughter 
of Tony Sanchez, Jr., and Belinda Barnhart 
Sanchez. Paula Bowers Sanchez is her stepmother. 

Toni received her crown on Oct. 26 at 
Immokalee ’s homecoming football game. 

This very active teenager is Secretary of 
her class and serves on the student government, 
BETA, Executive Board, Varsity Cheerleading, 
and band where she is the drum major. Despite 
being so involved in extracurricular activities at 
her school, Toni still maintains a 3.5 GPA. 

After graduation in June 2002, Toni plans 
to be just as busy. She is hoping to attend the 
University of Central Florida to pursue degrees in 
Public Relations and Advertising, and simultane- 
ously attend Full Sail Real World Education 
School, also in the Orlando area, where she hopes 
to major in Recording Arts and Digital Media. 

2002 Calendar Is 
Coming To Town 



HOLLYWOOD - Once again the official 
calendar of the Seminole Tribe of Florida is being 
made available to the public. 

The 2002 calendar, titled “Remembering 
our Tribal Treasures,” focuses on the elders who 
founded the Seminole Tribe. Each month features 
a new Tribal citizen. 

The calendar, which features the work- 
manship of Seminole Communications graphic 
artist Stephen Galla, has large format pages that 
show significant historical dates, as well as nation- 
al holidays and moon phases. 

To order a calendar, visit the Tribe’s web 
site at www.seminoletribe.com. Or simply send a 
$ 1 0 check, made out to the Seminole Tribune, 

6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 33024. For 
more information, call (954) 967-3416. 


The Seminole Tribal Council 

invites 

You and your family to join them in an 
Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration 

Friday, December 21, 2001 
6:30 rm. 

Broward Convention Center 
950 Eisenhower Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale 

See Page 2 
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Holiday Greetings From The Tribal Officials 


T his holiday season is very mean- 
ingful. We have seen tragedy in 
our land and have had strength 
and courage to go on. We now look at 
our loved ones and our lives with a new 
understanding and appreciation. 

To all my people, I wish the joys 
of this holiday season. Let the days 
ahead bring many blessings to you and 
your families. Remember that Santa is 
coming to town, so let us rejoice and cel- 
ebrate the spirit of Christmas. 

The best present we could have is a safe holiday. 
Don ’t drink and drive. We all have a lot to look forward to in 
the New Year. 



Happy Holidays \ 



Mitchell Cypress 
President/Acting Chairman 


w 


ishes for a joyous holiday season, warmest 
thoughts and best wishes for a very Happy New 
Year ! 

Have a Safe & Happy Holiday Season! 


Alex Johns 

Brighton Board Representative 


I 


would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


This is a time to be with friends, loved ones and to 
receive presents and be joyful. Have a safe and happy holi- 
day. 


John Wayne Huff Senior 
Brighton Council Representative 


I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday sea- 
son. My thoughts are with everyone who lost loved ones 
this past year. 

And I hope all the kids get everything they want for 
Christmas. 



Hollywood Board Representative 


Christmas Memories 


C hristmas lights are 
shining, sparkling, 
and twinkling all over 
the cities and nearly all the 
homes in Seminole and 
Miccosukee country. People 
are making plans and 
making sure that 
the Christmas 
list is met, 
by all 
means. 

Families 
are all 
excited 
because 
of that 
wonder- 
ful feeling we 
call 

“Christmas spir- 
it ”. Children cannot 
wait any longer for 



nisces about the past, and 
that past sometimes brings a 
melancholy atmosphere, 
because there are moms and 
dads who have endured the 
loss of their sons or daugh- 
ters over the years. 

I remem- 
ber years ago, 
my sons and 
I were at a 
Christmas 
gathering 
at the 
Osceolas 


Christmas morning, not to 
mention the holidays from 
school. 

“It s the most won- 
derful time of the year, ” 
when moms and dads and 
children all climb in their 
cars and go to town 
- Miami , Hollywood, 
Clewiston, Immokalee, and 
Okeechobee - to do their 
shopping at their favorite 
shopping center. It is not 
unusual to see Seminoles 
and Miccosukees shopping 
in Wal-Marts, K-Marts, 
Targets, and malls in those 
cities I just mentioned. 
Christmas brings wonderful 
times for families and peo- 
ple all over the world. 

There is all the 
excitement of shopping and 
wrapping presents, baking 
cookies, trimming trees, and 
hanging Christmas lights in 
the yard and on the house. 
The calm takes place and 
somehow our mind remi- 


at 

Monroe 
Station on 
Highway 
41. Amongst 
the many peo- 
ple that were 
there, I remember one 
boy. He was five or six years 
old at the time when we met 
him. He treated us with the 
best hospitality, he made 
sure we had enough to eat 
and that we were comfort- 
able. He made such an 
impression on us, I remem- 
ber that my sons and I 
talked about him later - how 
well he treated us. 

He is in Heaven 
now. His life on Earth was 
short, but he lived a whole 
lot longer than just a few 
years, because of his good- 
ness and the way he lived it. 

Other Seminole and 
Miccosukee members who 
passed on this year are in 
Heaven, and so is my son, 

“ Sigmund . ” God bless you 
and Merry Christmas. 

Don 1 1 Miss 
Christmas! 

Cowbone 

Hem-mong-ala-ka 




As the Christmas season approaches, the Hollywood Preschool students 
practice for their annual Christmas program, scheduled for Dec. 20 at the 
Tribal Auditorium. Look for complete coverage of this and other Tribal 
Christmas events, as well as a special 2001 year-in-pictures section, in our 
Jan. 11, 2002 issue. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from 
the Seminole Tribune ! 




GARFISH ROASTING ON AN OPEN FIRE: Chochahet ahbooshken, N sha baah* 


*English, Creek, Miccosukee language 


Letters & E-mail 


6300 Stirling Rd. Hollywood. FL 33024 tribune@semtribe.com 


Editor: 

I just wanted to let you know 
how thrilled I was with the swamp buggy 
tour. Our tour guide, Art, was exceptional 
and made the trip extremely enjoyable. 

Your entire operation is a great 
way to spend a day. I just wish that we 
didn’t live so far away in Ohio. We only 
get to Florida every other year and this 
year I got to pick where we went. Being 
into ecology and conservation, plus an 
elementary teacher, I was so lucky to have 
found your web site. 

My sister-in-law is not an out- 
doors person, but even she had to admit 
she had a great time. 

Thank you, Kathy Balan 
tv_kbalan@omalp 1 .omeresa.net 


To whom it may concern: 

I have some basic questions concerning 


the Seminole Tribe’s interactions with 
Florida State University concerning their 
mascot: 

- Has there been any legal con- 
frontations concerning the appropriateness 
of the Florida State University’s mascot? 

-What are the general sentiments 
concerning the actions of the Florida State 
University’s mascot and how it may affect 
the general public’s perception of the 
Seminole Tribe and its people? 

-Have you asked the Florida 
State University to change their mascot? 

Any other information (books, 
websites, and videos) concerning this 
topic would be greatly appreciated. I am 
doing a project on the Seminole Tribe, and 
I want to give as accurate a presentation 
as possible. Thank you for your time. 

Antoine 

haitian08@aol.com 


Old Fashioned Christmas 


Celebration, December 21 


FORT LAUDERDALE — In 

the spirit of the season, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida will have an “Old 
Fashioned Christmas Celebration”, sched- 
uled for 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 21 at the 
Broward County Convention Center. 

When party attendees approach 
the 3 rc * floor ballroom, they will be greet- 
ed by Christmas carolers dressed in winter 
clothes. Snow machines will add a holi- 
day touch to the entrance. 

The program will start with an 
appearance by the Seminole Tribe’s Color 
Guard and a rendition of “God Bless the 
U.S.A.” by Jr. Battiest. After prayer, 
everyone will be invited to share in the 
holiday meal. 

The meal, which will be served 
buffet-style, will include: grilled steak, 
fried chicken, fried pork chops, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, collard greens, 
dessert and coffee. There will also be a 
kids’ menu for the little Christmas elves. 

There will be music during din- 
ner and, besides the main ballroom, there 
will also be two other rooms open during 
the first half of the night’s program: 

The younger ones can visit the 


kids’ room, which will feature Santa 
Claus, Mrs. Claus (who will tell 
Christmas stories), a decorated ginger- 
bread house, and face painting. 

The young adults can visit the 
teen disco room, which will be decorated, 
have a disco ball, and karaoke music for 
the teens to show off their musical chops. 

In the main ballroom, the enter- 
tainment will feature Gospel songs and 
Christmas carols by Paul Buster, Rita 
Youngman, a flute recital by Megan 
Osceola, and others to be announced. The 
first half of the program will finish off 
with a Christmas carol/gospel music med- 
ley by the Crossroads gospel music group. 

The second half of the evening’s 
entertainment will feature “The Hot 
Cauldron,” a 13-piece dance band that 
will play all styles of music until mid- 
night. 

This year’s Christmas Party 
promises to be more of a traditional affair. 
There will be no alcohol served. All 
Tribal members, Tribal employees and 
their families are invited to this wonderful 
holiday event. See you there! 


Tribal Christmas Events 


Attention! 


On Jan. 1, 2002, the sub- 
scription rate for The Seminole 
Tribune will increase to $30 a 
year. So order or renew your sub- 
scription now! Make checks 
payable to The Seminole Tribune , 
6300 Stirling Rd., Hollywood, 

— 33024. 


VFL 


GARFISH 


BRIAN VAVRA 



School Christmas Programs 

Ahfachkee- Dec. 20, at 
Ahfachkee. Dinner 5:00-6:30 p.m., pro- 
gram starts at 6:30 p.m. Hollywood- Dec. 
20, at Hollywood Tribal Auditorium, pro- 
gram starts at 11:00 a.m. Brighton- Dec. 
18. Immokalee- Dec. 19, at the gymnasi- 
um, program starts at 3:00 p.m. 
Community Christmas Dinners 

Hollywood- Dec. 18, at the gym- 
nasium, dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Brighton- Dec. 20, Immokalee- Dec. 19, 
at the Casino, dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Big Cypress - Dec. 20, at the gymnasi- 
um, 10 a.m. 
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Community News ❖ 

Brett Green Celebrates 18th Birthday 


By Libby Blake 

HOLLYWOOD — Brett 
Archer Andrew Green celebrated 
his 18th birthday on Saturday, Nov. 
24 at the home of his parents, 
Marcella and Bob Green. Also 
attending was maternal grandmoth- 
er, Mildred Bowers. 

Friends and family gath- 
ered, under a tent set up for the 
occasion, to wish Brett only the 
best and feast on an array of dishes 
catered by Betty’s Soul Food 
Restaurant. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
set up a karaoke machine, and he 
and others took turns at the mike 
throughout the afternoon. 

Green is a senior at 
American Heritage, a private 
school/academy in Plantation. 
Green, a 1 0-handicap golfer, nar- 
rowly missed making the school’s 
varsity golf team by two strokes for 
two years in a row. Because Green 



Brett Green 



Brett with his Dad, Bob, at Father/Son Golf Tournament last year. 


is a senior this year, he was not eli- 
gible to play on the junior varsity 
squad. 

For the last two years, Brett 
and his father have played in 
Slazenger National Father/Son 
Amateur Golf Tournament. The 
father/son team finished in sixth 
place last year and were able to 
improve their game to bring home 
a first place (net) at this year’s 
event, held in July in Myrtle Beach, 
SC. 

Because it is an amateur 
event, no cash prizes were permit- 
ted. Instead, winners received a cut 
glass crystal ice tea pitcher with 
matching glasses, presented by 
Golf Magazine. The duo finished 
third in gross score, but could only 
accept one position. 

After graduation in June 2002, 
Brett plans to attend either the 
University of Miami or the 
University of Florida. No golf 
scholarships are in the works, but 
Brett says golf is only “a secondary 
consideration.” 

Greens wants to pursue a 
career as an attorney, and with a 
GPA over 3.0, he should have no 
trouble getting admitted to either 
school. 

Brett had his senior class pic- 
ture mounted on specially designed 
plaques, which he presented to his 
grandmother, Mildred, and great- 
aunt, Elsie Bowers. He also had a 
special plaque made for Hollywood 
Council Representative Max 
Osceola, Jr., who was unable to 
attend due to a previous engage- 
ment, in appreciation of his support 
and encouragement. 

Last year, Green completed 
school and state required voluntary 
service hours by interning at the 
Seminole Tribune. It was a pleasure 
working with the quiet, respectful 
and competent young man. We at 
the Tribune would like to wish Brett 
a very happy birthday and hope for 
continued success in whatever he 
chooses to do in the future. 
Congratulations Brett! 


Pre-School Hosts Pot Luck Luncheon 


By Alexandra Frank 

HOLLYWOOD — On Nov. 21, a 
Thanksgiving Pot Luck Luncheon was host- 
ed by the Pre-School Department. 

Parents were asked to bring a cov- 
ered dish, so everyone could enjoy lunch 
with their families, friends and staff of the 
Pre-School before the long Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

Although some dishes were emptied 
before the others were even dug into, it 
seemed everyone had a chance to eat and 
spend quality time with their children, which 
seems to be highlight for so many individu- 
als. 

The pot luck lunch is also a great 
way to see how many good cooks there are 
in Seminole Country, and I hope this prac- 
tice continues as long as we have children 
running around for which to cook. I hope the 
holidays find you safe and bring you joy 
throughout the New Year. 


Mmm, Mmm, Mmm. Boy, Leona Tommie Williams sure likes 
pie as she samples a slice during the Pre-School Pot Luck 
Luncheon. 



Doll 

Continued from page 1 

N.C. My family didn’t have any money, so over the 
Christmas holidays I couldn’t go home like the other 
kids. I had to stay at the Boarding School. 

One day I was out in the hall, cleaning for my 
room and board, and two big boxes came to the girl’s 
building. I called my matron. She came out and signed 
for the boxes. 

“Oh,” she said, “I wonder what’s in these 

boxes?” 

She opened one large box and what did I see? 
Nothing but dolls and dolls. They were gifts collected 
by local women and donated to our school for the 
young girls. 

As I looked I saw an old fashioned doll that 
looked like a real baby. I picked it up and admired it. I 
was saying to myself, “Why couldn’t something like 
this ever come in my day?” while standing there hold- 
ing the baby doll. 

The matron saw me and said, “You like that 
doll, don’t you?” Then, I told her my story of wanting a 
doll and never getting it in my life. 

I laid the doll back in the box, but the matron 
picked it up and said, “Here, take it and wash her 
clothes and clean it up and put it on your bed.” 

I stood there thinking, “I’m too old for a doll.” 


But the matron kept up saying, “Take it. Take it.” So I 
picked up the baby doll and took it to the wash room 
and washed it. Then I took the doll clothes and I 
washed them. Then I took the doll to my room and laid 
it on my pillow. 

That doll stayed on my pillow every day while 
I remained in Cherokee and finished high school. Then, 
I took it to my nurse training at the Kiowa Indian 
Hospital in Lawton, Okla. It stayed on my bed until I 
finished that, too. 

Then I brought it back to Florida and laid it on 
my bed. It stayed on my bed every night until my house 
burned down and it was lost in the fire. 

The lesson I learned from this and what I like 
to tell parents is that it doesn’t take a lot of presents to 
make an impression on a child. Christmas is the day we 
celebrate the birth of Christ, a baby who was born in a 
stable where animals were kept. 

The mother of Jesus didn’t have any fine blan- 
kets, so she wrapped Him in rags and laid Him in a 
manger. Jesus never had fine clothes, but He came to 
teach love and peace and that’s why Christmas is such a 
wonderful holiday. 

Christmas is not about gifts. You don’t have to 
give your child a mountain of things. Give them love 
and guidance and a good example to follow. Those are 
the important gifts and they’re the things that even a 
fire can’t destroy. 


Seminole Tribe Foster Care Christmas 


Seasons Greetings and Merry Christmas 
to the children and everyone! Holly Tiger and 
Family Services Program along with support of 
the Tribal Council and Board of Representatives, 
we have united in Christmas spirit and joy to 
bring a little Holiday happiness to the Tribal 
Foster children. 

A Foster Child Christmas tree was 
placed at the Hollywood Tribal Center, with the 
gender and age of the child. They will be receiv- 
ing the Special Santa package from the heart and 
spirit of the giving Tribal member or employee. 

These packages have already begun 
arriving from the North Pole. Thanks for the 
love. We will soon be delivering these gifts to the 
Foster Families who will share them with the 
Tribal Children. 

We would like to extend a big thank you 
to all the individuals involved especially 
Communications. 

We sincerely hope you and yours have a 
Holiday filled with Peace and Love. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!!! 






Culture Programs Director Kiki Schaller (low right) announces winners in the art contest. 


CCA Fellowship Night Draws Big Crowd 


By K.B. Schaller 

HOLLYWOOD — It all began Thursday 
evening, Nov. 8, beneath the chickee at the 
Chickee Christian Academy, parents, other guests, 
and regulars enjoyed a delectable meal of baked 
ziti and all the trimmings. Afterwards, the small 
crowd filed inside, and meandered to their seats. 

First-timers didn’t know what to expect 
as they read the program, printed on green paper, 
that the CCA students handed out. They listened to 
the Bible reading. Some even read along. The 
opening prayer and a song followed. Slowly, the 
crowd began to grow. 

Rev. Arlen Payne, pastor of the Chickee 
Baptist Church and headmaster of the Chickee 
Christian Academy, then introduced students who 
were studying the traditional Seminole language. 

When Herbert Jim, instructor from the 
Seminole Education Department, gave the cue, the 
students began singing, reciting the “Pledge of 
Allegiance” to the Seminole flag in their own 
native tongue. 

By now, the audience, especially 
the visitors, had leaned forward in their 
seats a bit more. Their interest whetted, 
they applauded with appreciation. 

Then came the beginning music 
students: Allyson Billie, Talena Castillo, 

Zachary Battiest, and his little brother, 

Spencer. None had ever played the violin 
before instructor, Chuck Anton, came on 
the scene. Now they were actually making 
music. Real music. 

Reverend Payne followed with a 
message, which addressed what parents 
could do to help their children become suc- 
cessful in school. 

Called the A-B-Cs for Parents, the 
list of suggestions, printed in bold letters 
on blue paper, presented a number of con- 
siderations. They included: 

Ask questions: Parents should insist that 
the child tell them what he/she is doing in 
all subjects and activities. 

Breakfast: The most important meal of the 
day, a nutritious morning meal will give 
students the energy to participate at maximum 
efficiency. 

Curfew: It is important to establish a time for chil- 
dren to be at home each night. Parents should also 
set a regular bedtime each evening, and stick to it. 

“Students who are up until late hours do 

not get the sufficient rest to do their best 
in their schoolwork. I challenge parents to read 
this list over and over, as a reminder,” said Rev. 
Payne. 

Back to the program, The Resurrection 
Ensemble Theatre players, in costume, were next 
to perform. The crowd was now at near capacity. 
Excitement was at fever pitch. Viewers were on 
the edge of their seats. 

Justin Lyttle, one of the moderators, 
explained that the play, “The Perfect Solution,” 
was written and directed by KiKi Schaller, the 
school’s Culture Programs Director. 

Although a comedy, the script dealt with 
a serious issue: two friends turned away from a 
moral, Christian life, to frivolous worldly activi- 
ties such as wearing enticing clothes, attending 
parties, keeping up with their favorite soap opera, 
and subtle put-downs of one another. 

Meanwhile, their guardian angels, invisi- 
ble to the two friends, work overtime trying to 
influence their thoughts, and put them back on the 
right track. 

The performers were Talena Castillo, 
Allyson Billie, Zachary Battiest, Shadoe Billie, 
Spencer Battiest, and Thunder Baker. Lauren 
Lyttle, a featured player in last spring’s play, “The 
Morning After,” was the technical assistant. She 
operated the lights, coached the players in learning 
their lines, and performed other tasks essential to 
the play’s success. 

Gus Baker closed the production with an 
invitation to other youth interested in ministry’s 
theatrical arts program. “They should see our 
director, Mrs. Schaller, for an audition for mem- 
bership,” said Baker. 


As the young thespians demonstrated 
their talents, the audience howled with laughter, 
applauded, and called out the names of cast mem- 
bers to encourage them and express their apprecia- 
tion. 

After a professional-quality curtain call, 
theatre members and students enrolled in academ- 
ic subjects, the Mikasuki language, music, and art 
received awards that included ribbons, certificates, 
and gift certificates. Several students received an 
Award of Excellence. 

Students were also awarded certificates 
for Most Improved, Special Achievement, Most 
Cooperative, Good Conduct, Perfect Attendance, 
and other attributes. 

Art students held their breath as the 
judges determined who would win First, Second, 
Third, and Special Awards for the beautiful works 
displayed on a triptych lattice board, assembled by 
assistant pastor Mike Harjo. 

Once the points were counted, judges 


Bob, Gloria, and Kevin Vagi awarded ribbons to 
students in ceramics, drawing, paintings, and 
watercolor: 

Ceramics, Level I: 1) Thunder Baker 2) 
Roy Stewart 3) Talena Castillo 

Ceramics, Level II: 1) Ashley Harjo 2) 
Ashley Harjo 3) Gus Baker 

Drawing, Painting, and Other Media, 
Level I: 1) Spencer Battiest (for Painting and 
Watercolor 2) Thunder Baker. Award of 
Excellence- Allyson Billie. 1) Nelson Osceola 2) 
Talena Castillo. 

Drawing, Painting, and Other Media, 
Level II: 1) Dayne Billie 2) Harmony Stewart 3) 
Legus Bowers. Special Achievement- Nolan 
Bowers. 2) Nygel Balliram 3) Gus Baker. 

All of the winning works of art were 
entered in the Broward County Fair’s art exposi- 
tion, where they will compete for more ribbons 
and cash prizes. 

Just when the audience thought it had all 
the excitement it could stand, professional auc- 
tioneer Bob Vagi took center stage. Vagi auctioned 
off cakes, pies, cookies, and other items donated 
by the CCA staff, parents, friends, and school sup- 
porters to benefit the yearbook fund. 

The bidders were competitive, furious, 
and dead serious. They yelled out prices. They 
waved their arms to get attention. They leapt up 
and down in their seats, and waged a number of 
small, good-natured bidding wars to make sure 
they acquired their choice of the goodies arrayed 
on the table. 

KiKi Schaller, a member of the Cherokee 
Confederacy Tribe, and the school’s yearbook 
advisor, was a newcomer to such goings-on. 

“I’ve attended auctions before, but I 
never saw anything like this!” said Schaller. 

For further information about the Chickee 
Christian Academy, a ministry of Chickee Baptist 
church, contact Rev. Arlen Payne at (954) 894- 
5651. 



Music Instructor Chuck Anton (center) accompanies 
students Allyson Billie (left) and Talena Castillo. 



Foster Kids Angel Tree 


T he Seminole Foster Kids Angel Tree is well under way. 

If you haven’t been by to pick an angel, please do so. 

The Angel Tree is on display in the lobby of the 
Seminole Tribal Headquarters in Hollywood. 

With the support of all the Councilmen and Board 
Representatives, this Christmas promises to be a nice one 
for these children. The Tribal Officials have graciously 
agreed to purchase gifts for the children who are not 
picked, so no child will be left out. 

To pick a child, come to the office, take an angel 
off of the tree, and go out and purchase a gift for that 
child (the suggested amount is $15, but it will left at your 
discretion). 

Information on the back of the angel will tell 
you the age and gender of the child. For reasons of confi- 
dentiality, the children will only be identified by number. 

Wrap your gift and attach the angel to it, to help 
identify who will receive the gift, and return it to the gift 
box, located in the lobby (next to the Angel Tree). 

If you would like to pick an angel, but are unable 
to get to the office, Holly Tiger will gladly pick one for 
you. You will be notified of the age and sex of the child. 

Then you can purchase the gift, wrap it, and return it to 
your respective reservation’s Family Services office. 

Again, if you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact Holly at (954) 989-6840, X1309 to leave a mes- 
sage, or Elrod Bowers at Seminole Communications at (954) 967-3416. 
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Big Cypress Community Thanksgiving Residents Join Breast Cancer Walk 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — Families and friends, 
young and old gathered to give thanks and feast on 
the bounty provided during the Big Cypress 
Community Thanksgiving Luncheon, held on Nov. 

2 1 at the gym. 

Robin Hernandez and her crew - Vickie, 
Knouse, Louise Osceola, Mabel Jim, Iris Garcia, 
Sarah Kirkland, and Cecilia Tigertail - outdid them- 
selves, decorating the entire gym in a 
fall/Thanksgiving motif. Special platters, fresh fruit, 
and knick-knacks with the holiday theme were quick- 
ly gobbled up - no pun intended - by the guests to 
take back to their own homes. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster, and band members 
Solomon Cypress, Ira Billie Buster, and “Chunkie” 


Buster, provided musical favorites throughout the 
afternoon. Theresa “Elvis” Jumper and Virginia 
“Patsy Cline” Tommie were asked by several of those 
in attendance for an encore performance on the 
karaoke machine but both graciously declined. 

“We have to spread our performances out to 
keep that unique originality to our act,” said the duo. 

The staff from the Swamp Water Cafe did 
another fine job of catering the luncheon, providing 
an assortment of goodies including turkey, ham, 
chicken, fish and all the fixin’s. 

Guests lingered well into the afternoon, not 
wishing the day to end. As they slowly made their 
way home, many were seen with plates of food and 
the souvenir decorations wanting, no doubt, to take 
the day’s memories with them. 


By Edna McDuffie, Big Cypress 4-H 

FORT MYERS — On Oct. 20, a group of 
Big Cypress community residents made the trip to Ft. 
Myers for Lee County’s first “Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer” 5k walk. 

The group walked from downtown Ft. 
Myers, through Centennial Park, across the Edison 
Bridge, and returned. 

The group included Edna McDuffie, Louise 
Osceola, Mable Jim, Marcia Cypress, Ruby Oseola, 


Judy Jim, Donelda Mercer, Rodni Mercer, Candy 
Cypress, Tonia Cypress, Vera Herrera, Michaelene 
Cypress, Michael L. Onco, Helene Buster, Andy 
Buster and his daughter Veronica Buster from 
Miccosukee. 

We helped raise money for a good cause and 
walked for our wellness. 

Special thanks to Mitchell Cypress, Acting 
Chairman and David Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Representative, for their support. 


Battiest Family Revival Tour 
Makes Last Stop In Big Cypress 


Seniors Celebrate Thanksgiving In BC 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal seniors gathered 
at the newly opened Senior Center/Hot Meals com- 
plex to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday on 
Wednesday, Nov. 21. 

The morning started with a prayer by Jonas 
Cypress, followed by a few words from Council 
Representative David Cypress. Next, several games 
of Bingo were called by Marlin Billie. Cecelia 
Solano, Martha Doctor and Noella Nunez wandered 
around the room, assisting the games and handing out 
fresh fruit and sofkee to all. 

Winners of each game received prizes, and 
door prizes were awarded to a lucky few. Some of 
the winners were Frances Teele, Johnny Tucker, Sr., 
Judy Osceola, Mary Robbins, Effie Osceola, Mary 
Sanchez, Connie Jim, and Joe Osceola Sr. 



Virginia Tommie belts out a Patsy Cline tune for 
the crowd. 


Live 

musical entertain- 
ment was provided 
by Jonas Cypress, 

Joe Junior Billie, 
and Leroy “Keno” 

King, and Theresa 
“Elvis” Jumper 
and Virginia “Patsy 
Cline” Tommie 
wowed the guests, 
with a little assis- 
tance from a 
karaoke machine. 

Louise 

Billie was report- 
edly seen in the 
comer of the room 
doing “the twist,” 
but this could not 
be confirmed. 

After a 
traditional 

Thanksgiving meal, provided by Solano and the Hot 
Meals crew, the November birthday babies were rec- 
ognized. 

Big Cypress Recreation Director George 
Grasshopper, assisted by Cicero Osceola, held a 
horseshoe contest for the men and women. After the 
hearty meal it was hard to get anyone outside for the 
exercise. 

Of those who did venture out, the winners 
were as follows: 

Men: 1st place - Leroy King, 2nd place - 
Johnny Tucker Sr., 3rd place - Jimmy Smith. 

Women: 1st place - Ruby Osceola, 2nd 
place - Mary Sanchez, 3rd place - Louise Billie. 
Ruby, Mary and Louise each threw three ringers dur- 
ing their matches while Leroy threw one. 



Johnny Tucker and Jimmy 
Smith of Hollywood. 


At the Big Cypress Community Thanksgiving Dinner, a few of the seniors were asked to 
complete this sentence - “This Thanksgiving I am thankful for .” 

The following are their responses: 



Rudy Osceola - “holidays, 
no work, taking it easy, eat 
and be merry. Just like to 
party and be with old 
friends and making new 
friends.” 



Suzie Jim Billie - “my health and 
a beautiful day. I am thankful for 
the help I get from the Tribe that 
takes care of me, provides food 
and help, to be able to get up and 
come over here today. It is good to 
see everybody around here.” 



Mabel Frank - “everybody 
I get to see and get together 
to have a good time and 
wish the best for them.” 



Mary Francis Cypress - “being 
here, good health and that I’m still 
able to come to things like this.” 



Alice Billie - “my family 
and friends.” 



Louise Billie -“ David Cypress 
and this Thanksgiving dinner. A 
lot of people really liked it.” 



Sadie Cypress - “ the health of my family - even 
though my sister and two of my brothers are having 
health problems, they are all doing well and making 
progress. My children, grandchildren are all in good 
health and spirits and I’m very thankful for that.” 



Hollywood 
Christmas Skins 
Tournament 

Max’s annual Christmas Skins game 
December 22 at Noon 
Bonaventure Country Club 
All Indian 

Men and Women divisions 
18 to 49 
50 and over 

A Handicap Card is Required to play 

Pay out is for Gross and Net skins 

To enter - Call Hollywood Recreation 
(954) 989-9457 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 


Christmas Dinner and Pageant 
First Seminole Baptist Church 
4701 Stirling Rd., Ft. Lauderdale. 

Sunday evening - Dec. 23, 2001 
5:00 p.m. supper, 7:00 p.m. pageant. Everyone welcome! 


By Alexandra Frank 

BIG CYPRESS — On Nov. 24, the New 
Testament Baptist Church hosted a singing revival, 
featuring the Battiest Family of Florida and 
Oklahoma, for the Big Cypress residents. 

The Big Cypress reservation was the last 
stop of a singing revival tour of three Seminole 
Reservations, which started in Hollywood, then mak- 
ing a second stop at 
Brighton. 

All of the 
revivals took place 
over Thanksgiving 
weekend. The 
evening started off 
at 5:00 p.m., dinner 
was served first, 
and then the singing 
began at around 
6:30 p.m. 

The medi- 
um-sized church 
was packed with 
both young and old 
Tribal members and 
visitors from out- 
side the reservation. 

Henry 

Battiest, Jr., as some 
of you may know, is 
married to June 
(Baker) Battiest. 

Henry, also known 
as Junior, started off 
the event with a 
group that was a 
mixture of other 
group members, 
which was the highlight of the event. 

Junior welcomed all those in attendance to 
the revival and expressed his gratitude at the effort 
they made to attend. 

Battiest then performed a few songs that 
moved many in the crowd to clap their hands and tap 
their toes. 

In fact, the entire evening was filled with 
many an “amen” and lots of laughter. It erased the 
misconception that revivals are serious, humorless 
affairs. 

Even though there were testimonies accom- 
panying the inspirational songs, the Battiest family 
and their friends made the evening fun- filled and 
comfortable. 

Groups such as the Winston Family, 
Master’s Touch, the Gibson’s, and, of course, the 
Battiest Family, sang hymns both contemporary and 
standard. It was a treat to see families from various 
parts of the United States, representing tribes from 
Oklahoma, New York, and North Carolina. 


It was also great to see family members of 
various ages involved with the singing groups. There 
was a lot of exceptional talent in the groups and they 
reached out to all ages positively. 

During the evening, Junior gave a heartfelt 
request for a “healing prayer” for his son, Taylor. 
Junior and his wife, June, joined their son on stage 
and asked those who believe in the healing prayer 


come up on stage to join in. 

Many did not hesitate, the whole front of the 
stage and the aisle were filled with family, friends, 
and congregation members. They prayed to God for 
help towards the young boy and the unknown illness 
he is experiencing and to give his family the strength 
to endure this troublesome time. 

The revival came to a close following the 
kind act and, as people bought CDs by many of the 
featured singing groups, many others spent time talk- 
ing to friends and meeting new faces. 

Singing revivals are not uncommon to the 
Seminoles, many are held throughout the year at vari- 
ous reservations. If you enjoy gospel music, you will 
get a chance to see some talented individuals repre- 
senting their church, tribe and their strong belief in 
God and his son Jesus at these revivals. 

You may also get to make new friends, with 
the same feelings you have about the bible and its 
teachings, while enjoying a night of great music. 



The new Battiest Family Singers belt out a tune with Keeno King of the New 
Testament Baptist Church in Big Cypress. 


Thanksgiving Gospel Singing A Huge Success 


By Keeno King, New Testament Baptist Church 

BIG CYPRESS - The Bible says, “in the 
last day I will pour out my spirit.” 

That spirit was evident on all of the reserva- 
tions where the Native American Gospel Sing was 
presented. The brainstorm of Jr. Battiest, the Gospel 
Sing was originally created as a Thanksgiving family 
gathering. 

But as time went along, the idea grew, pretty 
soon everybody wanted to come to Florida for the 
Thanksgiving gathering. So Jr. figured, “why not a 
gospel sing?” From then, a gospel sing was planned. 

With a lot of background work done by Jr. ’s 
wife, June, the idea began to take form. Groups and 
soloists were invited to Florida for the Native 
American Gospel Sing, the first of its kind in south 
Florida, in hopes that it would be presented annually. 

The soloists invited were: Kathy Antone and 
Mercedes Bailey of Oklahoma. The groups invited 
were the Wright Family from New York, Master’s 
Touch of Oklahoma, Crossroad of Oklahoma, and the 
Gibbs Family of Florida. The Gospel Sing was hosted 
by the New Battiest Family of Hollywood, FL. 

The Gospel Sing began at the Hollywood 
Chickee Baptist Church, went to the gymnasium at 
Brighton, and finished at the New Testament Baptist 
Church in Big Cypress. 

The singing started off with a good crowd 
on hand at the Chickee Church on the first night. 
After a big supper, everyone came into the church to 
hear the gospel groups and testimonies. There were a 
lot of hallelujahs, amens and hand clapping as people 
enjoyed the gospel singing that night. 


After about 3 hours of good singing, a brief 
message was brought by the pastor, Rev. Arlen 
Payne. On Thursday, all of the gospel groups spent 
the day together at the Miami Seaquarium. 

That evening, the groups dressed in their 
Sunday best and had Thanksgiving dinner at the 
Hilton, hosted by the Battiest Family. The fellowship 
was fantastic, songs were sung, and more testimonies 
were told about the goodness of God. 

On Friday, the singing moved on to the 
Brighton reservation, and was hosted by the Bible 
Fellowship Baptist Church. After a big supper, the 
event was held at the reservation gym and a very nice 
crowd showed up for the service. 

The last stop was in Big Cypress, hosted by 
the New Testament Baptist Church. A big supper was 
held and the singing began at 7:00 p.m. 

This night, the event attracted the largest 
crowd to ever attend a gospel singing. It was stand- 
ing-room only as the church was packed to the 
rafters. The spirit of God moved in a mighty way as 
people praised the Lord with the singers. 

Jr. Battiest said that night, “You can feel the 
sweet, sweet spirit.” After the last song, the crowd 
felt the blessings of the Lord as they journeyed home. 

In this day and time, after all the things 
we’ve gone through when our country was attacked, 
we the Christians feel if you ever needed the Lord 
before, you sure do need him now. 

The New Battiest Family invite you to go to 
the church of your choice on the different reserva- 
tions. See you next year! 


Billie Swamp Safari Featured In 
“Jeff Corwin Experience” Premiere 


Big Cypress - The Billie Swamp Safari 
will be featured on the premiere episode of “The 
Jeff Corwin Experience,” the popular Animal 
Planet wildlife show, which will air in early 
January 2002. 

Check your TV guide for the exact date 
and time to see Jeff help the Safari staff rescue alli- 
gator eggs from a nest in distress, and visit with a 
real Florida Panther. 

Before Corwin left, General Manager Ed 
Woods and crew, who knew of his tremendous 
interest in reptiles, made sure Jeff had a chance to 
meet Superman, Florida’s largest captive alligator, 
who lives at the Safari. 

Tune in and see the excitement! For fur- 
ther information on Billie Swamp Safari, please 
visit our website: www.seminoletribe.com/safari or 
call (800) 949-6101. 
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Big Shot Wins Breeding Filly 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS - Moses “Big Shot” 

Jumper Jr. was the winner of the filly raffled off at 
the Intertribal Agricultural Council’s annual confer- 
ence, held on Nov. 5-9 at the Miccosukee Resort and 
Casino. 

The eight-month-old filly was donated by 
the San Carlos Apache Tribe of Arizona. Raffle tick- 
ets were sold throughout the United States for several 
months leading up to the conference. 

“Big”, as he is known, purchased about 
$100 worth of tickets right before the drawing and 
jokingly told the IAC that “the horse is already in 
Florida so it has to be won by somebody here. You 
don’t want to ship it all the way back out west.” 

According to Alvin Nosie, of Stockman ID 
Horse Ranch, and Marland Norton, General Manager 
of San Carlos Apache Tribal Herds, the filly “Miss 
Apache Florida” is from one of the best mares in 


their brood stock. 

Richard Bowers, President of the IAC, 
picked the filly on a trip to the reservation, showing 
Nosie and Norton that “he had a good eye for hors- 
es.” 

Registration papers for the filly have been 
applied for with the AQHA (American Quarter Horse 
Association) and will be sent to Jumper. The filly is 
valued between $2,500 and $4,000. 

“Miss Apache Florida” was bred for roping, 
working, and breeding. Jumper said he has already 
had offers to buy the filly, but has no intention of 
selling her. Jumper and his son, Naha, will “probably 
make her into a roper and then use her for breeding.” 

Jumper will have one problem with the filly. 
According to Nosie and Norton, she only understands 
Apache, so Jumper will “have to make the transla- 
tion.” 


Kimberly Royal - SUNsational Employee 


By Libby Blake 

FORT LAUDERDALE - Kimberly Royal, 
Operations Supervisor for Billie Swamp Safari, was 
named a SUNsational employee by the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau at their 
annual courtesy awards 
luncheon, held Dec. 5 at the 
Marina Marriott Resort. 

“The program recog- 
nizes and encourages hospi- 
tality and courtesy among 
those who directly serve 
Broward visitors,” said 
Francine Mason, Vice 
President for 

Communications at the CVB. 

Royal, one of twelve 
finalists chosen from 94 nom- 
inees, won for going above 
and beyond the call of duty 
when a guest in an electric 
wheelchair visited Billie 
Swamp Safari this year. 

The man’s wheel- 
chair would not fit through 
the door for the buggy ride. 

Instead of leaving the man 
waiting while his family 
enjoyed the ride, Royal, with 
the help of other Safari staff, 
modified the buggy so the 
wheelchair (and the man) 
could go along. 

Royal then stayed 
after regular working hours to 
personally (and carefully) 
drive the man and his family along the somewhat 
bumpy swamp buggy route. She provided blankets 
for warmth and made sure the guests were able to see 
all the animals along the route. 

Royal said it was a joint effort of several 
employees at the Safari. “First we went to Mary 
(Tigertail) to get the okay to modify the buggy. Art 
Perez and Jay (Jacob Osceola Jr.) help me figure out 


the design and Ronnie Davis then did the actual mod- 
ifications to the buggy. Joshua Parson helped, too, 
and Andrew Necolettos kept the man company while 
we did all this,” stated Royal. 

“Nancy (Ortega Sloan) even stayed and kept 
the gift shop open so the 
family could shop after 
we got back.” 

Broward County 
Commission Chair Lori 
Parrish and CVB 
President Nicki E. 
Grossman presented the 
Class of 2001 
SUNsational Service 
Courtesy awards finalists 
with prizes and praise. 

“Based on 
research linking the 
importance of quality 
service and training, the 
Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau initiated a cus- 
tomized county-wide 
SUNsational service train- 
ing program and service 
excellence campaign,” 
said Grossman. 

“We honor each 
of the 94 nominees who 
have gone above and 
beyond in creating a wow 
experience for visitors. 
The 2001 SUNsational 
service awards give us the 
opportunity to publicly recognize and applaud those 
front line employees who have embodied the highest 
standards of hospitality.” 

Royal has worked at the Billie Swamp 
Safari in various positions since September 1998. 

The Seminole Tribune congratulates Kim and the 
staff at the Safari who make every visit a pleasure. 



L-R: Mary Tigertail and SUNsational 
employee Kimberly Royal. 
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• Laser & Microsurgery 
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Robert C. Siudmak M.D. 


Maria Claudia Zedan C.N.M 


961-8303 

431-7000 

3801 Hollywood Blvd. 

1701 NW 123rd Ave 

Suite 250, Hollywood 

Pembroke Pines 

On Hollywood Blvd.& 

On Taft St.lBIk E. of 

Presidential Circle 

Flamingo Rd. 


Serving Your Medical Needs Since 1967 

Evening Hour Available Most Insurance Accepted 


> < u u nun 



President/Acting Chairman Mitchell Cypress with weight loss contest participants and fitness instructor 
Vicky Barogainnis (far right). 


Weight Loss Winners Rewarded 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS - 

Winners were rewarded for “work- 
ing on their health and getting fit,” 
said President and Acting 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress at a 


special luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 
4 in the Big Cypress gymnasium. 

Cypress, one of the 
Tribe’s most ardent health advo- 


cates, was on hand at the event to 
present the awards to the winners 
of the recent weight loss contest. 
This was the fourth in what 
Cypress hopes to continue as a 
series of weight loss contests “to 


promote healthy living among our 
people and our employees.” 

“Good nutrition and 
maintaining your optimum weight 


are an important part of preventive 
health. The contests are not about 
the money awards, they’re about 
taking charge of your body and 
your health,” added Cypress. 

After a luncheon of cold 
cuts and fresh fruits, the winners 
received their awards from 
Cypress and Fitness Instructor, 
Vicky Barogainnis. The awards 
were divided into two categories 
- Tribal/community members and 
employees. These were further 
divided by sex. 

The winners were: 

Tribal/community 
members - Men: 1st place - 
Charley Cypress, 10 lbs., 2nd 
place - Joe Junior Billie, 6 lbs. 
Women: 1st place - Vera Herrara, 
24.5 lbs., 2nd place - Carolee 
Nelson, 17.5 lbs., 3rd place - 
Wendy Cypress, 12.5 lbs., 
Honorable Mention - Jeannette 
Cypress, 1 1 lbs. and Alvira 
Muskett, 9 lbs. 

Employees - Men: 1st 
place - Patrick McElroy, 
Education, 13.5 lbs., 2nd place - 
SaintClair Pilgrim, Health, 13 lbs. 
Women: 1st place - Teresa 
Ussery, Pre-School, 31 lbs., 2nd 
place - Claudia Perez, Pre- 
School, 11.5 lbs., 3rd place - 
Rose Gattone, Ahfachkee, 10.5 
lbs. 

Barogainnis said the next 
contest would start sometime in 
January 2002. 



Cypress hopes to continue the series of weight loss contests to promote 
healthy living. 





1st American 
Tobacco Shop 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
288 Brands 
Generics 
Canadians 
DRIVE THRU 




• Custom Made Tikis 

• Wood Decking 

• Patios & Bars 

• Native American Artifacts 


5791 S State Rd. 7 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 
(954) 581-8411 




Anhinga Indian 
Trading Post 

5791 South State Road 7 (441) 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33314 

954-581-0416 
954-581-8411 
Fax: 954-316-5003 
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Indian Students Do Not Read Education Hir es New GED/Counselor 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

A lady called me up from Nevada the other 
day and caused me to think about one of the most 
vexing problems we have in Indian education. Indian 
students do not read. 

By that I mean they do not read AT ALL. 
The consequences are devastating; I will return to 
discuss them in the middle of this column. 

By not reading, I mean the typical Indian 
student reads NO BOOKS outside the classroom in 
the course of a year. Some of my colleagues and I 
have actually collected data on this phenomenon. The 
facts are amazing and disappointing. 

At the Colorado River Indian Tribes, the stu- 
dents were reading less than two-tenths of a book 
each (actually it was 0.166 books). At Many Farms 
High School, the students were reading a quarter of a 
book each. At Dulce School District on the Jicarilla 
Apache Reservation, students were reading less than 
one book per person, 0.95 each on the average. 

Students at Montezuma Creek, Chinle 
School District, and Gallup-McKinley County 
Schools were all reading less than one book per year 
each. 

I could add others, but the results have all 
been the same. Over 90% of Indian students are not 
reading any books at all outside the classroom. A 
handful of students are reading one to five books 
each, and almost none is reading heavily. 

The quality of the books they are reading is 
also not great. They favor Scary Stories, teen 
romances, biographies of sports heroes, adventure 
books, and picture books. Imagine my shock when 
one of the seniors at Pine Hills High School told me 
this fall that she had read “Crime and Punishment,” 
the classic by Dostoevsky. 

You could have pushed me over with a 
feather. Unfortunately, she is still the only one I have 
talked to in 15 years of recruiting students for schol- 
arships who has read this book. Unfortunately, she 
had not read ANY of the other classics of American, 
Native American, or English literature, including 
Shakespeare. 

The lady who called me from Nevada was 
distresse3 d. Her son had been going to a public 
school and making good grades. Then he switched to 
a BIA school, which was so bad his grades dropped 
to D and F. After one year he switched back to the 
public school, where he is making grades of C and D. 

He wants to be a pilot, and loves to read 
books about aviation, airplanes, and space. But at the 
moment he is reading no books at all. I told his mom 
to get him reading, at all costs. He is only a freshman 
in high school, so he has time to recover and get on 
the road to good study habits. 

The consequences of Native students not 
reading are obvious to us at Catching the Dream all 
the time. We will have an applicant with a GPA of 
3.8, who should score at the top of the scale on the 
ACT. Instead, the typical Indian student with a 3.8 
will score at the 35th or 50% percentile. 

This score is disappointing to many of them, 
because they want to go to Harvard or Stanford. None 
of the Ivy League colleges will take them with an 
ACT score that low. 

Let me give you verbatim some of the rea- 
sons/excuses they give us for scoring so low, which 
are like a broken record to us; we hear it over and 
over. These are only from the Fall 2001. 

The thought of standardized tests instills fear in me. 

• I am not comfortable taking standardized 

tests. 

• Standardized tests are very intimidating. 

• I am always so nervous. 

• I hardly did any studying at home. 

• I concentrated on time instead of the ques- 
tions. 

• The test scores are only estimates. 

• I did nothing to prepare for these tests. 

• They test how well you can take a test. 

• SAT scores reflect your socioeconomic sta- 
tus. 

• I do not do so good (sic) with any kind of 


standardized testing. 

• I came from a high school where I did not 
need to study. 

• In high school I did not have much motiva- 
tion. 

• This score is not a true indication of my 
ability or desire to succeed in college. 

• I feel that they do not adequately show my 
knowledge, abilities, effort, or enthusiasm. 

• My test scores really did not reflect my 
aptitude. 

• I always had a hard time remembering 
what I learned. 

I could go on, but these comments are illus- 
trative of the ones we get. Well over 80% of our 
applicants, all of whom are Indian, have high GPAs 
and at the same time average or low ACT or SAT 
scores. The data I have seen make me believe without 
a doubt that THE LACK OF READING LEADS 
TO LOW COLLEGE TEST SCORES. Nothing 
else causes it so well. 

I wish I could get to all these students before 
they start high school. I would tell them, as I do as 
many students as I can reach, “Read at least one 
book a week all the way through high school.” This 
is the best piece of advice anyone can give Indian 
students who are planning to go to college, as well as 
their parents. 

Fortunately it is possible to recover from this 
lack of reading, even as late as your senior year. We 
had a student who did that last year. She had a 3.8 
GPA in high school, and had wanted to go to 
Dartmouth since she was a little girl. 

Luckily, she took the ACT the first time it 
was offered, in October. (ALL INDIAN STUDENTS 
WHO ARE SENIORS should do the same thing.) 

When she got her scores back she was dev- 
astated. She had scored a 19, which is the 45th per- 
centile. None of the Ivy Leagues will take a student 
with that score. 

When she called me she was crying. She 
thought she would never get into an Ivy League col- 
lege. “Take the test again,” I told her, “And study for 
it with one of the prep tests. And start reading all you 
can.” 

She started reading heavily, and studied with 
one of the prep tests. She took the ACT a second time 
and scored a 21, which is the 50th percentile. The 
third time she scored a 22, still not good enough. The 
fourth time she scored a 25, which is the 82nd per- 
centile. She got admitted to two Ivy League col- 
leges. She was the happiest person in the world, she 
told me. 

Indian students should take three lessons 
from this. One, start RIGHT NOW reading heavily. 
Read the classics-Mark Twain, Trail of Tears, the 
Long Walk, your Tribe’s history, biographies of 
Lincoln and Franklin, “David Copperfield,” etc. and 
much more. 

Two, take the ACT or SAT as early as possi- 
ble. Take the practice test in the tenth grade, and take 
the PACT and PSAT in the eleventh grade. Take the 
test itself as many times as possible. 

Third, prepare for the tests. There are study 
centers such as Sylvan and Kaplan if you can afford 
them. If you cannot, there are study books and prep 
tests you can take on your own time, and that are 
affordable. 

The people in your Tribe need you. They 
need you to get an excellent college education and 
help them make their world a better place. Start 
preparing now, whether you are in the sixth grade or 
the twelfth grade. And read, read, read. And study, 
study, study, a lot. And take all the college prep 
courses you can, regardless of what the teachers and 
counselors say. Fight them. Don’t let them put you in 
the bonehead or non-college-prep courses. 

Dr. Chavers is Director of Catching the 
Dream, a national scholarship and school improve- 
ment program for Native students. His address is 
Nscholarshaol.com. 


Education Staff Celebrates Christmas 



By Alexandra Frank 

CLEWISTON - On Dec. 7, the 
Clewiston Country Club served as the site 
for an annual Christmas Party for the 
Education Staff of the Big Cypress, 

Brighton, and Hollywood reserva- 
tions. 

The party, sponsored by 
President/Acting Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, was hosted by 
Patrick McElroy, Education 
Counselor - Big Cypress. Mr. 

McElroy said this was the fourth 
party held for the Education Staff. 

The staff enjoyed a lunch, 
catered by the country club’s own 
kitchen staff, of fried chicken, roast 
beef in gravy, and a scrumptious dish 
of potato casserole and other fixings. 

Of course, there was cake for dessert, 
which was eaten and enjoyed by all. 

However, the most anticipated event, the 
giving of gifts, was saved for last. McElroy asked 


everyone to gift according to the number they were 
assigned, and that if a recipient did not like the 
gift picked from the 3 1 available, they 
could exchange it with another individ- 
ual. 

Needless to say, this caused one of 
the most humorous situations I’ve 
ever witnessed. There were two 
items that inspired some individu- 
als not to be shy about a gift they 
coveted. One item was a blue duf- 
fel bag that, for some reason, went 
from one person to two other indi- 
viduals, before finally settling 
with a third gift seeker. 

The most outrageous event 
centered on a “Precious Moments” 
clock. The event’s most sought after 
gift, it must have changed hands eight 
times before being claimed by final 
owner, Moses Osceola. That gift was treated 
as if it were the last “Precious Moments” knick- 
knack on the planet. 


Th« Chain af Survival Savaa Llvaa 


■ Recognize tire warning &J(p"kS 
and call 9-1-1 Immediately. 


-Give OPR. 


Provide early daftwillotkin 
wtth on automated external 
daflbrllator (AED). 


Get early advanced 
emergency care. 



About 226,000 
Americana die 
ot sudden cardiac 
arrest each yaar. 


By Barbara Wilmes, Acting Director of Education 

The Education Department recently 
employed Julia M. Johns in the GED/Counselor posi- 
tion for the Seminole Tribe. Julia holds a Master of 
Science degree in Education. 

Julia and her husband, Deland, are the par- 
ents of one child, Cheyenne, 22 months old. 

Julia has eight years experience at 
Westchester Community College with the placement 
of public assistance persons in education programs, 
college preparatory work, and GED and college 
entrance exams. Julia also has taught pre-school as 
an English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher, and 
ESL as an Adult Education Level I and Level II 
teacher. 

Julia says that she enjoys reading, relaxing, 


and spending time 
with her husband 
and son, and 
enjoys travel and 
exploring new 
areas. Julia is 
happy to be here 
and would like 
any Tribal mem- 
ber in to visit with 
her in her office, 
on the second 
floor of the DSO, 
or by phone at 
(954) 989-6840, 
x \224. Julia Johns, GED/Counselor 



Seminole Students 
In GA Want To Hear 
From You 


By Ella DeHass, Acting Hollywood Education 
Counselor 

Dahlonega, GA - Seminole Students 
attending Hidden Lake Academy would like to hear 
from you. 

On Nov. 8-9, three staff members from the 
Education Department conducted a school and stu- 
dent visit at the Hidden Lake Academy in 
Dahlonega, GA. 

The Seminole students were very happy to 
have visitors and get caught up on the latest news 
from home. 

They are homesick and want to hear from 
you! You can write to them at: 

Hidden Lake Academy, 830 Hidden Lake Road, 
Dahlonega, GA, 30533. 



(L-R) Front - Brian Osceola (Tampa), Jerry 
Balentine (Big Cypress), Dominique Osceola 
(Hollywood). (Back) Owachige Osceola (Big 
Cypress), Zena Simmons (Brighton). 


ACT Registration Deadline Is January 4 


College-bound high school students can 
take the ACT Assessment on February 9, 2002, 
the next nationwide test date. The registration 
postmark deadline is January 4. Late registration 
postmark deadline is Jan. 
1 8 (an addi- 
tional fee is 
required for 
late registra- 
tion). 

ACT scores 
are accepted by 
virtually all col- 
leges and univer- 
sities in the 
nation, including 
all Ivy League 


schools. The test fee is $24 ($27 in Florida). 
Colleges use ACT scores, along with a student’s 
high school GPA and other information to help 
determine admissions and the appropriate course 
placement for new students. 

The ACT Assessment is given in all 50 
states. It is curriculum-based, designed to measure 
a student’s academic achievement. It measures 
what a student learns in school. There are four 
sections to the exam: English, reading, math and 
science reasoning. The Act Assessment was taken 
nearly 2 million times last year by college-bound 
students. 

For more information, including registra- 
tion forms and free test prep materials, contact 
your high school counselor or register online on 
ACT’s website- www.act.org . 




License 
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The Law Offic 

of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
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The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
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Safety Tips For The Hobdays 


The health officials at the Broward County 
Health Department want to wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season. We offer these holiday safety 
tips: 

Beware of Holiday Lighting - Take care 
when burning candles. Be sure they are kept away 
from decorations or other combustible materials. 
Don’t leave children or pets unattended in a room 
with lit candles, and always keep candles, as well as 
matches and lighters, out of reach of children. Never 
display lighted candles in windows or near exits 
where draughts may blow them down or near cur- 
tains. 

Test Tree Trimmings - When decorating 
with lights, be sure to purchase only those labeled by 
a testing laboratory. Never use candles to decorate 
Christmas trees. For outside decorations, use only 
those lights labeled for outdoor use. Don’t overload 
electrical outlets, and always unplug all lights before 
leaving home or going to bed. Never put electrical 
lights on a metal Christmas tree. 

Prepare for Holiday Parties - Decorate 
only with flame-retardant or noncombustible materi- 
als. Avoid using candles during parties. If guests will 
be smoking, provide them with large, deep ashtrays 
and check them frequently. After the party, check 
inside and under upholstery and in trashcans for ciga- 
rette butts that may be smoldering. 

Keep Christmas Trees Fresh - Choose a 
fresh Christmas tree and secure it in a sturdy stand. 
Place the tree away from heat sources and exits, and 
water it daily. If you purchase an artificial tree, be 
sure it is labeled as fire-retardant. If you plan to hang 


stockings on your fireplace, do not use the fireplace 
for fires. 

Be Cautious with Portable and Space 
Heaters - Place space heaters at least three feet 
away from anything combustible, including wallpa- 
per, bedding, clothing, pets and people. Never leave 
space heaters operating when you are not in the room 
or when you go to bed. Don’t leave children or pets 
unattended with space heaters. 

Cook with Care - When cooking, do not 
wear loose fitting clothing. It can be ignited by hot 
burners. Always turn pot handles in. Don’t store 
items on the stovetop; they could catch fire. Keep 
kitchen appliances clean and in good condition, and 
turn them off after use. Don’t overload electrical out- 
lets, and don’t use appliances with frayed or cracked 
wires. 

Designate a Driver - When attending a 
party, always designate a non-drinking driver. If you 
are the host of a holiday gathering, be sure there are 
non-alcoholic beverages available for guests who are 
driving. Don’t let guests drive if they have had too 
much to drink. Have someone else drive them home 
or call a taxi. 

Buckle up - During the holiday months, 
people travel more than ever. Wearing a seat belt is 
the easiest and best way to prevent injury in a motor 
vehicle collision. Ensure that all passengers are also 
wearing safety belts. 

This is a time of year for celebration of 
numerous meaningful holidays. We hope that every- 
one enjoys the season safely and in good health. 



\ 

Ready To Lose Those 
Unwanted Pounds??? 


We are an International Weight Loss and Nutrition Company that has been 
helping people lose weight for nearly 20 years. Wo have helped over 20 million 
people worldwide lose weigh! test, safely, and effectively with our doctor 
approved, all natural products. But most importantly, we'EI work with you 
personally to keep the weight off permanently! 


LET US HELP YOU LOSE WEIGHT, TOO! 
WE NEED 23 MORE PEOPLE IN THIS AREA 

Well pay you CASH to lose up to 
30 pounds in the next 30 days!!! 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-215-0722 



This is a Limited Time Offer so ACT NOW!! 
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License Problems 
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License 
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Neglect 
Nursing Home 
Abuse 
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The Law Offic 


of 


320 SE 9th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla 
33316 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 


Universal Orlando Offers Holiday 
Vacations For Grinchmas 


ORLANDO — To launch the holiday sea- 
son and its 2nd annual Grinchmas special event, 
Universal Orlando is offering Florida residents spe- 
cial holiday season getaway vacations that include 
multi-night hotel stays, multi-day passes to both of 
the resort’s theme 
parks, admission to 
all of the clubs at 
CityWalk, special 
meals and entertain- 
ment, and much 
more. 

Vacation 

rates start as low as 
$49 per person, per 
night, with accommo- 
dations at Orlando 
area hotels or the 
resort’s two Triple 
AAA four-diamond 
hotels for travel 
through December 
31,2001. 

The 

Universal Orlando 
resort will be bustling 
with holiday activity 
through the end of 
December. Special 
activities include: 

Grinchmas at 
Universal’s Islands of 
Adventure, a winter 
wonderland that 
brings to life the 
whimsical world of 
the Grinch as created 
by Dr. Seuss; special 
menu items like the 
Grinchmas “Roast 
Beast Platter” at Circus McGirku’s Cafe Stoopendous 
in Islands of Adventure; carolers at Universal Studios 
Florida; Rock 4 n Roll ornament making and decorat- 
ing at the Hard Rock Hotel; holiday storytelling at the 
Portofmo Bay Hotel; and live bands and spectacular 
fireworks for New Year’s Eve. 

Vacation offerings include: 


Florida Resident Universal Orlando Area 
Vacations: From $49 per adult, per night (hotel taxes 
included), guests can enjoy two or more nights’ 
accommodations at a variety of Orlando area hotels; a 
2-day ticket to both Universal Studios Florida and 

Islands of Adventure; 
and a CityWalk Party 
Pass good for admis- 
sion into all night- 
clubs for adults 21 
and over. 

Florida Resident 
Universal Orlando 
Resort Vacation: 

From $79.50 per 
adult, per night (hotel 
taxes included), 
guests can enjoy two 
or more nights’ 
accommodations at 
the world-famous 
Hard Rock Hotel or 
the exclusive 
Portofmo Bay Hotel; 
a 2-day ticket to both 
Universal Studios 
Florida and Islands 
of Adventure; and a 
CityWalk Party Pass 
good for admission 
into all nightclubs for 
adults 21 and over. 

Both packages 
can be customized to 
add air, rental car, 
other Orlando area 
theme park tickets, 
the Grinchmas 
“Roast Beast Platter” 
at Islands of 

Adventure and more. Prices are based on adult double 
occupancy and require a two-night minimum stay. 
Children’s rates are also available. Packages are sub- 
ject to availability. Some restrictions and blackout 
dates apply. 

To take advantage of the special holiday 
offers, Florida residents should call 1-800-407-4275. 



Be Careful 

Continued from page 1 

Just as this holy day was planned out and 
followed through before us. A day unlike any other, 
this is the time to take the initiative to plan your visits 
with family to be a gratifying and memorable day. 

Be prepared to be responsible while out and 
about; designate a driver so that we will be able to 
celebrate New Year’s together. Most of the time, 
you’re better off just staying at home, then going out 
later when you’re more coherent, anyway. Make that 
extra commitment to be considerate of others and, 
especially, to yourself. 

Are we prepared to be ready for any 


tragedies if one occurs again? Of course, there are 
incidents that can’t be prevented, but taking extra pre- 
cautions never hurt anyone. Always be aware that 
accidents can happen without warning, and keep an 
open mind of everything and everyone around you. 
Count your blessings if any type of events transpire 
in our midst, this too could be a part of our pre- 
arranged plan. 

Take the energy and love you possess inside 
and share it amongst those you come into contact 
with during this holiday. Smile and acknowledge one 
another for his namesake, for that one moment may 
change an eternity. If not for the love of the Creator, 
where would we be? Fet us all rejoice and be humble, 
for the day is at hand. 


ULTIMATE 

TRAVEL & t 

ENTERTAIN - 



Life is too shor 
to sit in the back 
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Concerts 

❖ 
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❖ 
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❖ 
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❖ 

❖ B . B . Kifcig 
❖ Ringling Bros 
Circu^ 

❖ David Copperf£e’ 

❖ Miami Grand Pfci 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

FOR CONCERT & SPORTS TICKETS 

(305) 444-8499 or (800) 881-849 

FOR TRAVEL (305) 445-6566 or (877) 44 

We Deliver All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Your Money - How To Save On Electricity 


By Ken Goosens 

[Editor’s note. Ken Goosens works for the Tribe in 
Housing Finance and counsel’s Tribal members on 
loans and credit. The opinions expressed in the col- 
umn are his own.] 

Death and taxes may be unavoidable, but 
electric bills are a close third. Those bills come every 
month, and nobody gets out of paying them - not a 
soup kitchen feeding the homeless, not a grandmoth- 
er with six foster kids, and much less you. 

Power is cut off if that bill is not paid. The 
monthly electric bill can be $200 for a 1200 square 
foot home that runs air conditioning all the time. 
What can you do to lower that bill? 

Sign up for the “On Call” conservation 
program with Florida Power and Light to save 
almost $100 per year. A device inside your house lets 
them briefly suspend power to your air conditioner 
and hot water heater in order to conserve electricity 
during periods of peak demand. Installation is free 
and a credit goes on your bill every month. 

In South Florida, we have negligible heating 
cost but air conditioning can easily be 40-50% of our 
electric bills, so the largest savings come from keep- 
ing air conditioners off as much as we can and still 
be comfortable. Here are the top things you can do to 
reduce cooling costs. 

1. Set your thermostat higher. Just putting 
your thermostat to 78 degrees instead of 70 will 


lower your cooling bill by 24-48%. Definitely, set 
your thermostat higher whenever you will be away 
for at least a day. A programmable thermostat will 
automatically vary the temperature by day of week 
and time of day. If nobody is home Monday through 
Friday between 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., program these 
controls to set the temperature at, say 78 degrees, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and, otherwise, 72 
degrees. Get everyone’s consensus, so that no one 
keeps resetting the thermostat cooler. 

2. Never set your thermostat below the 
temperature you want. Putting the thermostat lower 
does not cool the house any faster. The air condition- 
er runs full out when it runs at all. Putting the ther- 
mostat at 60 degrees rather than 70 degrees will not 
cool the house faster, but will cause the air condition- 
er to run needlessly after the house cools to 70 
degrees, because you will forget set it back up. 

3. Cool the house by pulling in outside air 
through open windows and doors whenever outside 
air is cool enough. Even running fans rather than the 
air conditioner is much less expensive. 

4. Install a high efficiency air conditioner. 
However, do not replace an air conditioner that is 
running fine but inefficiently. When you need to 
replace your air conditioner, be sure to get a highly 
efficient one. They cost more initially but save 
money since the cost of running, an air conditioner is 
much more than the initial cost. 

5. Eliminate air leaks in the house. Look 
everywhere that hot exterior air can come in and cool 
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interior air can escape out. 

People overlook the 
most serious offender 
because they do not see it. 

The air ducts that distribute 
the cooled air throughout the 
house often leak air, cooling 
your attic. For $30, Florida 
Power and Light will do an 
air duct test for their 
customers, recommend 
professionals to do any 
needed repairs, and 
give a rebate toward repairs. 

You may also do your 
own duct inspections and 
repairs. Feel all around the duct * 
with your hand for any escaping 
cool air, especially at any joints and 
bends. The best choice for repair is special adhesive 
mastic; available from Home Depot and Lowe’s, that 
is made to seal air ducts. A fiberglass mesh may also 
be smeared with the mastic and run across a larger 
area or opening to seal it. Often, ducts leak because 
tape was used to seal them, which dried out and lost 
adhesion. If you do use tape, use a special aluminized 
tape for air ducts that resistant to moisture, heat, and 
cold rather than common “duct” tape. 

Other serious leaks occur at doors, windows, 
and where anything comes into the house, including 
wires, pipes, and electrical switches. Feel around 
them with a wet finger along the edges to detect any 
airflow, checking both inside and outside the house. 
Do not forget doors seldom opened, such as a utility 
or garage door. You may need to add a tight jam to 
seal a door bottom, to caulk around windows, to line 
door or window edges with foam or felt, or fill holes 
with adhesive patch cement. 

6. Add attic insulation if it is missing or 
thin. Florida Power and Light will do a free inspec- 
tion for its customers and recommend contractors. 
You may inspect the attic or crawl space yourself. Fix 
bare board patches in the ceiling, holes where interior 
light shines through, and spots with less than three 
inches of insulation. Cellulose insulation normally 
takes a blower machine to apply, or you can spread 
rolls of fiberglass. Be careful not to cover recessed 
lights and not to block off air that vents along the 
edge of the house. 

7. Change clogged air filters. The electric 
fan pushing the cooled air through the house has to 
work longer and harder if the filter is clogged up. 

You want to filter without impeding the flow of air. A 
clogged filter reduces cooling efficiency by 10%. 

After air conditioners, the next largest users 
of electricity are water heaters (17%), refrigerators 
and freezers (15%), lights (11%), and clothes dryers 
(6%). If you can, get natural gas water heaters and 
clothes dryers, which are much cheaper to operate 
than the electric versions. 

Here are the best ways to reduce costs for 
these electrical devices: 

1. Buy high efficiency appliances to lower 
operating costs by 20-40%. Paying more initially 
makes sense, but do not junk a working unit. Get a 
clothes dryer with a sensor that turns off the heat 
when clothes are dry, and keep clean the lint filter as 
well as any screen over the exhaust vent. 



Front-load washers are much more efficient 
that top-loaders mainly because they use less water 
and detergent, but also clean better. Better water 
heaters generally have better insulated tanks. 

Fluorescent lights not only use one-fourth 
the electricity, they last years longer and generate 70- 
90% less heat, so you get a triple saving. Compact 
fluorescent bulbs screw into sockets in place of 
incandescent bulbs, but their higher price makes 
sense only for lights on 4 hours or more per day. 

2. Program your hot water heater to come 
on only when you really need hot water. Suppose 
you need hot water only in the evenings for washing 
dishes, clothes, and your bodies. A programmable 
timer lets you set the hot water to come on say at 
6:00 p.m. and shut off at 11:00 p.m. 

3. Use a water-conserving showerhead 
with a quick shut off valve. Reduce the use of hot 
water by running less water during the entire shower. 
Wet yourself down, turn the lever to stop the water, 
soap all over, then flip the water back on and rinse. 
Modern low-flow heads maintain good pressure. 

Finally, save money by keeping the sun from 
heating your house. Here is what helps the most. 

1. Select a house color that is light and 
reflective, especially for the roof. Do not replace 
just to save electricity, but do try to save if you have 
to paint or replace the roof anyway. Also, metal roofs 
reflect heat much more efficiently than asphalt shin- 
gles and last the life of the house, rather than having 
to be replaced every 15 years. 

2. Shade the house with trees. Good shade 
can lower your cooling costs by 20%. Select trees 
that are wind resistant, especially for hurricane-prone 
Florida. Even easier, reduce your air conditioning 
costs by up to 10% just by keeping the direct sun off 
the outside condenser of the air conditioner, but never 
block the flow of warm air it throws off. 

3. Add a reflective film on glass in the 
house that gets direct sunshine. The principle is the 
same as car window tinting. With a kit, you can 
install film that reduces heat by 70% but still admits 
most light, or pay a professional. The cooling effect 
comes not from darkening, but from a radiant heat 
barrier that keeps heat out and coolness in. 
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Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament 



Winners in the Men’s 8-Ball Tournament: Roy Snow, 
Jacob Osceola, Jr., Tony Billie. 


By Libby Blake 

BRIGHTON - Tribal mem- 
ber Alice Sweat planned and organized 
the Holiday Cheer Pool Tournament, 
held on Dec. 1 at the Brighton gymna- 
sium. 

Youth, adults, and seniors 
competed in 8-Ball play. Adult and 
seniors scotch doubles was also 
played. Cash prizes were given for the 
top five places in each division, except 
the youth, who received Wal-Mart gift 
certificates. 

JR Huff manned the barbecue, 
cooking up hamburgers and hotdogs 
for lunch. Alice, with the help of fami- 
ly members, provided all the fixings. 
Dinner was catered by Diane Smith 
and Diane Snow, who served up beef 
with gravy over white rice. 

The youth were divided by 
age groups: 12-17 years, 6-11 years, 
and five years and under. Bryan 
Arledge was the only 12-17 year old 
boy to sign up, so he took home the 
top place. Two girls in that age group 
signed up, and after the competition, 
Dixie Tommie came out on top over 
Missy Huff. 

In the 6-11 years group, 
Pierson Hunsinger took the top spot for 
the boys. Second through fifth were 
Justin Aldridge, J.T. Smith, Cordey 
Jumper and Ty Huff. The girls division 
ended up a battle of Alice’s grand- 
daughters. 

Ali Nunez came out the win- 
ner followed by cousins Destiny 
Nunez, Stevie Brandtley and Brianna 


Nunez, and sister 
Ami Nunez. 

Alice’s 

grandkids weren’t 
done yet. In the 
five and under 
group, three of her 
grandchildren 
placed. Ari Nunez 
took first, followed 
by Daniel Nunez 
and Joshua 
Boromei. C.W. 

Ortez took the 
fourth and final 
spot. 

While the 
youth competition 
took place in the 
gym’s poolroom, 
the adults and sen- 
iors battled on the 
main floor, where tables had been set 
up for the tournament. 

Over 50 people turned out the 
first ever Holiday Pool event. A one 
game, double elimination format was 
played in each division for men and 
women. Big Cypress Recreation 
Assistant Director Jack Gorton ran the 
brackets throughout the day. 

Mike DeWitt, owner of 
Discount Pool Cues and All-Weather 
Billiards, set up shop, offering cue 
repairs and an assortment of cues, 
cases, and accessories for sale. DeWitt 
also donated several items to Alice for 
a raffle. Proceeds from the raffle went 
to the Brighton seniors. 

The top 

money winners of 
the day were: 

Seniors - 
Men: 1st place - 
Keno King, 2nd 
place - JR Huff, 
3rd place - Ronnie 
Doctor, 4th place - 
Harley Jumper, 5th 
place - Russell 
Osceola. 

Senior - 

Women: 1st place 

- Alice Sweat, 2nd 
place - Mabel 
Osceola, 3rd place 

- Jenny Johns, 4th 
place - Juanita 


Osceola, 5th place - Maydell Osceola. 

Men: 1st place - Tony Billie, 
2nd place - Jacob Osceola, Jr., 3rd 
place - Roy Snow, 4th place - David 
Nunez, 5th place - Dallas Nunez. 

Women: 1 st place - Linda 
Billie, 2nd place - Linda Tommie, 3rd 
place - Anita Nunez, 4th place - 
Theresa Boromei, 5th place - Mary Jo 
Micco. 

Scotch (Mixed) Doubles: 1st 

place - Joe Junior Billie/Linda Billie, 
2nd place - David and Anita Nunez, 
3rd place - Tony and Janel Billie, 4th 
place - Boogie and Peggy Nunez, 5th 
place - Daniel Gopher/Debbie Carter. 

Senior’s Doubles: 1st place - 
Ronnie Doctor/Mabel Osceola, 2nd 
place - JR Huff/Jenny Johns, 3rd place 

- Buddy and Alice Sweat, 4th place - 
Russell and Juanita Osceola, 5th place 

- Moke and Maydell Osceola. 

After the competition, an 
open 9-Ball tournament was held. 26 
men and 1 1 women anted up $20 each 
to play. The winners were: 

Men: 1st place - Corey 
Penrod, 2nd place - Glenn Olson, 3rd 
place - Mike DeWitt, 4th place - 
Boogie Nunez, 5th place - Sean 
Tucker. 

Women: 1 st place - Anita 
Nunez, 2nd place - Janel Billie, 3rd 
place - Linda Billie, 4th place - 
Juanita Osceola, 5th place - Debbie 
Carter. 



Winners in the Women’s 8-Ball Tournament: Mary Jo 
Micco, Theresa Boromei, Anita Nunez, Linda Tommie, 
Linda Billie. 



Team Takes Trophies In Backbone 
Celebrity Classic 


Seminole Casino 


By Ernie Tiger 

KEY LARGO- The winds 
were heavy out of the east on the 
morning of Friday, Dec. 7, because of 
Tropical Depression Olga. 

Because of the weather fac- 
tors and recent scouting of the 
Islamorada and Flamingo inshore 
waterways, our team of Capt. Eric P. 
VanDemark, myself, and Mike Tiger 
made the Flamingo waterway the desti- 
nation for our first day of fishing in the 
Second Annual Boy Scout Backbone 
Celebrity Classic. 

Driving to and from the 
Flamingo waterway was the only nega- 
tive factor about the first day of fish- 
ing. Flamingo lies an hour from the 
private luxurious Ocean Reef Club in 
Key Largo, where the tournament is 
held. 

Capt. VanDemark had heard 
of recent sightings of large schools of 
Redfish in Flamingo and assured us 
that, with the prevailing east- 
erly winds, Flamingo would 
be the ideal spot to fish dur- 
ing the tournament because of 
its waterways and sheltered 
location from the winds that 
day. 

Trying to amass the 
highest point total during the 
tournament, our team decided 
to use circle hooks, which 
added more points to the fish 
landed that day. 

Circle hooks, consid- 
ered one of the most humane 
ways to catch and release 
fish, are also one of the more 
difficult hooks to land fish 
with, because of the small 
diameter and circle shape, 
which punctures and dis- 
lodges the fish easily. We lost 
one Redfish and other assort- 
ed point fish during the first 
day of the tournament 
because of the circle hooks. 

However, I managed 
to land a Redfish on a circle 
hook, which averages a hundred in the 
point system with a sample clipping of 
the tail. 

Biologists are studying the tail 
clippings to learn more about the 
health, population and migratory habits 
of the Redfish in the Florida Keys. 

Capt. Eric VanDemark located 
a school of finger mullet for bait to use 
later in the day. Angler Mike Tiger 
used a finger mullet to land a 1 9-inch 
Sea Trout on a circle hook, it proved to 
be the tournament’s largest trout to be 
landed and released. 

Landing trout consistently on 
Friday morning, we decided to focus 
on them on the first day to get quick 
points on the board, and use the second 
day of fishing to locate larger pockets 


of fish. 

Mike and I managed to catch 
our trout limits on the 1st day of fish- 
ing. On the second day of fishing, after 
the storm had passed, the trout were 
scattered all over the flats, making it 
more of a hide-and-seek day. In the 
end, we managed to finish sixth in the 
tournament out of thirty teams. 

Capturing first place was Fly 
fisherman Stu Apte and partner Steve 
Stanley, whose team held the first 
place position on the first and second 
days of the tournament. 

Apte’s team will represent the 
BackBone Celebrity Classic at the 
Rolex/IGFA Inshore Championship in 
May of 2002 in Islamorada, where the 
world’s most talented light tackle 
anglers will compete for international 
recognition, trophies and Rolex watch- 
es. 

In addition, the tournament’s 
night festivities included a BackBone 


Dig, which was held after a sumptuous 
four-course meal. Participants dug 
through sand with shovels for a chance 
at many prized gifts, such as items 
from Scout Boats and prints by 
renowned underwater marine artists 
Guy Harvey, Marjorie Smith, and Jean 
Cochran. 

The Seminole Casino hosted a 
casino night on Friday night. The par- 
ticipants gorged themselves on Maine 
lobster before trying their luck at the 
tables, where funny money or 
“Backbone Bucks” won could be trad- 
ed for gifts that were auctioned off 
later that night. 

The Seminole Team would 
like to thank the sponsors for making 
this trip possible: Hollywood 


Representative Max Osceola, Seminole 
Casino General Manager Larry Frank 
and Sales and Marketing Director 
Adam Sak. 

Team Grand Champion 

Paul Wingrove, Tavernier, FL, 
Jack Curlett, Ocean Reef, FL, Capt. 
Dave Denkert, 1450pts. 2) Bill 
Hutchinson, Novato, CA, Ed Hughes, 
Charlestown, RI, Capt. Jimmy Moore, 
1375pts. 3) David Hocher, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Staniel Cay, Stan 
Connelly, Atlanta, GA, Capt. Barry 
Hoffman, 950pts. 

Celebrity Team Champions 
1) Stu Apte, Tavernier, FL, 
Steve Stanley, St. Petersburg, FL, Capt. 
Rick Murphy, 3150 pts. 2) Mike 
Leach, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, Steve Arch, 
Miami, FL, Capt. Jim Anson, 925pts. 

3) Rich Andrews, Vail, CO, Jeff 
Cardenas, Key West, FL, Capt. Greg 
Poland. 

Team Tagging Trophy 

Brian Gabriel, Palm 
Beach, FL, Chico Fernandez, 
Miami, FL, Capt Darrick 
Parker. Team Circle Hook 
Trophy 

Mike Tiger, 

Mt. Juliet, TN, Ernest Tiger, 
Hollywood, FL, Capt. Eric 
VanDeMark, 14 Circle hooks. 

General Division 
Champion 

Bill Hutchison, 
Novato, CA 

Spin Division 

Champion Steve Stanley, St. 
Petersburg, FL, 1425pts. 

Fly Division 

Champion Brian Gabriel, 
Palm Beach, FL, 225pts, 
Largest Fish 
Permit- 30” Bill 
Hutchinson, Novato, CA 
Tarpon- 28” Jim 
Hammel, Miami, FL 

Bonefish- 32-1/4” 
Marc Gordon, N. Potomac, 
MD 

Redfish- 28 V 2 ” 
Steve Stanley, St. Petersburg, FL 
Snook- 33” Stu Apte, 
Tavernier, FL 

Snook- 32- 1 / 2 ” Richard 
Owsley Ocean Reef, FL 

Trout- 19” Mike Tiger 
Top Female- Susan Grant, 
Marathon, FL 

Top Male- Steve Stanley, St. 
Petersburg, FL 

For more information regard- 
ing the Tournament, please visit: 
www.boyscoutbackbone.org or for a 
guided fishing trip in the Keys: Eric P. 
VanDemark 786-564-1540. For further 
info on Artist: Jean Cochran 
www.vaughncockran.com, Marjorie 
Smith at (305) 453-9101, Guy Harvey 
at www.guyharveyinc.com 



Mike Tiger happy about his point-winning trout. 



Joe Junior Billie shot his way to a first place finish in the Men’s 55-59 division. 


B.C. Seniors Host Pool Tourney 


By Libby Blake 

BIG CYPRESS - Seniors from 
Big Cypress and Hollywood got together for 
some friendly competition shooting pool at 
the new Community Center on Friday, Dec. 
7. While the event was for all Tribal seniors, 
those were the only two reservations repre- 
sented. 

President/Acting Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Representative David Cypress, and Board 
Representative Paul Bowers donated the 
prize monies for the seniors pool tourna- 
ment. Joe Junior Billie organized the event. 

The seniors were divided by age, 

55 -59 years and 60 and up, and sex for 
singles double-elimination 8-Ball play. Play 
got started at 10:30 a.m. after a few words 
from David Cypress and a special prayer, 
offered by Betty Osceola. 

Everyone broke for a special lunch 
of baked chicken and ribs prepared by 
Cecelia Solano and crew at noon. Martha 
Doctor ensured that all the seniors were well 
taken care of by continually providing 
drinks and snacks throughout the day. 


After lunch, scotch doubles 8-Ball 
was held. Since there were nine women and 
only eight men, Paul Bowers graciously vol- 
unteered to partner with one of the women 
so all present could participate. 

Winners of each event were as fol- 
lows: Women 55 - 59: 1st place - Louise 
Osceola, 2nd place - Mabel Osceola, 3rd 
place - Ruby Osceola. 60 and up: 1st place 
- Annie Jumper, 2nd place - Patsy Billie, 

3rd place - Louise Billie, 4th place - Betty 
Osceola, 5th place - Sadie Cypress. 

Men 55 - 59: 1st place - Joe 
Junior Billie, 2nd place - Ronnie Doctor, 

3rd place - Leroy King, 4th place - Rudy 
Osceola, 5th place - Russell Osceola. 60 
and up: 1st place - Tommie Billie, 2nd 
place - Alan Jumper, 3rd place - George 
Billie. 

Scotch Doubles: 1st place - 
Ronnie Doctor/Mabel Osceola, 2nd place - 
Russell Osceola/Louise Billie, 3rd place - 
Joe Junior Billie/ Annie Jumper, 4th place - 
George Billie/Louise Osceola, 5th place - 
Paul Bowers/Ruby Osceola. 



Joe Junior Billie, Ruby Osceola, Louise Osceola, Annie Jumper, Louise Billie, Russell 
Osceola, Ronnie Doctor, Mabel Osceola. 


2002 North American Indigenous Games 


Alex Nelson, Executive Director 
for the 1997 North American Indigenous 
Games said, “Sports play an important role 
in the lives of Aboriginal youth throughout 
Canada and the United States. They offer 
our young people an opportunity to develop 
on many levels-physical, emotional, spiritual 
and intellectual. The North American 
Indigenous Games will bring together thou- 
sands of young athletes, their coaches and 
managers, in the spirit of competition, 
friendship and cultural sharing.” 

The “Team Florida” NAIG Council 
Representative, USA Region 12 for Florida, 
Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina 
is Bo Young. 

The Chief De Mission Staff is 
Michele Thomas and Rita Gopher of the 
Brighton Reservation and Bo Young and 
Kristin Duda from the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Sports Coordinators: 

Archery- Steve Young, Hollywood. 
Golf- Joe Frank, Big Cypress. Athletics- Bo 
Young, Hollywood. Rifle Shooting- Gloria 
Wilson. Baseball- Joe Collins, Hollywood. 
Softball and Fastball- Richard Osceola, 
Brighton. Basketball- Cicero Osceola, Big 
Cypress. Swimming-Kristin Duda. Boxing- 
To be announced. Tae Kwon Do- To be 
announced. Wrestling- Kenny Bayon, 
Hollywood. 

Important, attention to all youth 
born in 1981-1989 interested in playing golf 
for TEAM FLORIDA, there will be prac- 
tices held on Mondays and Wednesdays, 


beginning on January 7, 2002 from 4:00 
p.m. until dark. If anyone needs further 
information, call Brighton Chairman’s 
Office or John Madrigal. 

Important Dates- the following 
dates are important for everyone interested 
in going to the 2002 Indigenous Games: 

Track and Field- Sat., Dec. 22, 
both adults and youth at Moore Haven 
Junior- Senior High School, beginning at 
10:00 a.m. 

Swimming and Baseball- Wed., 
Dec. 26 at the Hollywood Gymnasium, 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

Volleyball- Dec. 27 at the Brighton 
gymnasium. 

Youth Basketball- Friday and 
Saturday, Dec. 28 and Dec. 29 at the Big 
Cypress gymnasium at 10:00 a.m. You must 
be born between 1981 and 1989 to partici- 
pate in the youth division. 

In order to qualify, you must attend 
try-outs. These try-outs will be held for all 
Tribal members and first descendents inter- 
ested in going to the games with Team 
Florida. If you need more information, call 
Brighton Recreation at 863-763-3866 or 
Brighton Chairman’s Office at 863-763- 
4128. 

Volleyball Practice-Every 

Wednesday night, starting Dec. 5 at 7:30 
p.m. Practice will be held at the Brighton 
Gymnasium. This practice is for all girls 
bom in 1981 through 1989 that are interest- 
ed in playing on Team Florida in the 2002 
Indigenous Games. 



Hollywood Holiday 
Basketball Tournament 

December 21 - 22, 2001 
Men & Women Divisions 
All Indian 
Entry Fee: $200 

Deadline to enter: December 19 at 5:00 p.m. 
For more information or to sign up, call 
Hollywood Recreation at (954) 989-9457. 
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Casino ❖ Esh-te-may-hee Cheke 


Holiday Happenings At Seminole Casino-Hollywood 


December is the month for festivities all 
month long in Hollywood. There will be holiday gift 
drawings in bingo from Dec. 19-23. We will give 
away 10 gifts for the matinee session, 20 gifts for the 
Evening session and 10 gifts for the night owl session 
each day. We will also be starting cash drawings in 
poker during the month of December. Instead of the 
T-Shirts, hats, and golf balls that we have been giving 
away we will be holding five drawings a day for cash, 
because nothing says “Happy Holidays” like cold hard 
cash! 

But that’s not all we have planned for 


December, wait until you see what we have planned 
for Dec. 27. We will hold cash drawings for $500 
every other hour starting at 1:00 p.m. and at 11:00 
p.m. we will hold our grand prize drawing for a brand 
new car! That’s right, ride into the New Year in style, 
courtesy of the Seminole Casino-Hollywood. 

How do you enter these drawings? That’s 
easy, buy in in poker, Lightning Bingo, Buy a pack in 
bingo, or cash out a machine at $50 or more and you 
get a ticket for our drawing held that week. So come 
and play often. The more you play, the more chances 
you will have to win. See you in December! 


My Indian Name is “Thunder Bear,’ 1 

my story is alive. 


Coconut Creek Casino 


Happy Holidays 

The management and staff of the Seminole 
casino would like to wish all of our loyal customers a 
Happy Holiday Season. The casino will close at 
3:00 p.m. Monday, Dec. 24 to allow our employees 
to observe the Christmas Holiday with their family. 
The casino will reopen on Dec. 25, Christmas Day at 
5:00 p.m. There will be no bingo from Monday, 

Dec. 24 through Wednesday, Dec. 26. Bingo will 
resume on Thursday, Dec. 27. 

Attention Poker Players 

Join us on New Years Day, Jan. 1 for a 
Round Robin Tournament. Please check your copy 
of Tourney Talk for details or call the Casino 
Information Desk. 

Monday, Dec. 31, 2001 

We’re going to be counting down the hours 
until midnight with a $500 drawing each hour from 
noon until 1 1 :00 p.m. Be on hand at midnight, when 
one lucky player will win a beautiful 2002 Special 
Limited Edition Thunderbird. Just before midnight, 
there will be plenty of champagne and party favors 
for everyone. Our newly decorated casino has some- 
thing for everyone. The old favorites are still 
around, plus a wide range of new games and now 
nickel machines. 

Experience the culinary delights from our 
newly expanded menu. All players will be treated to 
a 15% discount on all food items in our new EE-TO- 
LEET-KE restaurant all day long on Dec. 31. After 
the ball has dropped and the champagne toasts have 
been made, we’ll select the winner of a luxurious 
2002 Special Limited Edition Thunderbird. There’s 
still plenty of time to collect tickets before the draw- 
ing at midnight on Dec. 31. 

Tickets can be won in the following ways: 
Win $500 or more on the game machines, win a 
Poker Tournament, have a poker hand of four of a 
kind or better, win $ 1 00 per single tab on the video 
pull tab machine or $50 or more on a single paper 
pull tab to receive drawing tickets. The winner must 
be present at the time of the drawing and have a 
valid photo I.D. and Social Security Card to claim 
their prize. Taxes are the sole responsibility of the 
winner. 

New Saturday Bingo Hours 

On Saturdays, during the month of 
December we have decided to have one session only 
in Bingo. The mid-day session will begin with 
Warm-ups at 1:15 p.m. and the Regular Session at 
1:30 p.m. The Regular Session should last approxi- 
mately 3-1/2 hours. Doors will open at 11:00 a.m. 
The package price for this session is $25 for Level I 
and $35 for Level II, paying $250 and $500 respec- 
tively. We hope that you will enjoy this earlier ses- 
sion and will give us your feedback. 


Our Christmas Gift to You 

After you’ve opened all of your gifts with 
family and friends, visit us at the Seminole Casino 
and receive your gift. Each Player who visits the 
Casino on Christmas Day will receive a complimen- 
tary gift as our way of saying “Happy Holidays” and 
thanks for your patronage throughout the year. 

Bingo players will receive their gift on Sunday, Dec. 
23. 


Dec. 16, Sun. - Back by Popular Demand, 
“Holiday Memories of Elvis” performed by 
Chris MacDonald, Center Stage from 1:00 p.m. 

- 5:00 p.m. Drawings throughout the afternoon, 
starting at 1:30 p.m. 

Chris will take you back to the early 
years, with songs from the 50’s & 60 ’s, the 
movie career, the comeback special and the Las 
Vegas years. This is a young, lean Elvis who 
draws the audience into the illusion with the 
look, sounds and nuances that made Elvis the 
King of Rock n’ Roll. 

Dec. 25, Tues. - Center Stage Christmas Night 
from 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. A1 & Selena per- 
forming Top 40 Hits. 

Dec. 26, Wed. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. - 
1:00 a.m. Michael & Company performing Top 
40 Hits. 

Dec. 27, Thurs. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. - 
1:00 a.m. A1 & Selena performing Top 40 Hits. 

Dec. 28, Fri.. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. - 
1:00 a.m. Midnight Siren performing their Top 
40 Hits. 

Dec. 29, Sat.. - Center Stage from 9:00 p.m. - 
1:00 a.m. Midnight Siren performing their Top 
40 Hits. 

Dec. 31 Mon. - NEW YEAR’S EVE CELE- 
BRATION COCONUT CREEK STYLE - 

North Broward’s Premier Gaming Action with 
live entertainment Center Stage, Champagne, 
Party Favors.... Festivities begin at 9:00 p.m.! 


Coconut Creek Casino is proud to sponsor its 
2nd ANNUAL U.S. MARINE CORPS - TOYS 
FOR TOTS DRIVE. Toys can be placed in the 
White Sleigh inside the Casino, with convenient 
drop off - 7 days per week, 24 hours a day. 

From all of us at the Coconut Creek Casino, we 
extend our best wishes for a very Happy 
Holiday Season and a prosperous New Year! 



Brighton Casino News 


Holiday Cash! Hurry in and play for your 
chance to win your share of $15,000! One lucky 
player will win $5,000 in a grand prize drawing on 
Sat., Dec. 22. During the four weeks leading up to 
the grand prize drawing, players will have a chance 
to win $2,500 cash each week. 

Win any bingo game, win $500 or more in 
an individual or accumulated Jackpot or special win 
on a gaming machine, come in first, second or third 
in a Poker Tournament (including mini-tournaments) 
or win a Poker Bingo Jackpot and you will receive a 
two part drawing ticket. One portion of the drawing 
ticket is for the weekly drawing and the other portion 
is for the grand prize drawing. On Wed., Nov. 28, 
Dec. 5, Dec. 12, and Dec. 19, a drawing will be held 
from the weekly drawing portions of the tickets for 
$2,500! The Drawing for the Grand Prize of 
$5,000 will take place on Sat., Dec. 22. (One-part 
tickets will be issued from Dec 19 through Dec. 21) 

After you have played and won, be sure to 
be here for each drawing. You will be able to deposit 
the corresponding portion of your drawing ticket on 
the appropriate date starting at 4:30 p.m. until 9:45 
p.m. Once the drum has been closed, no further 
entries will be accepted. Drawings will be held at 
10:00 p.m. on each of the above dates. Winner must 
be present at the time of the drawing and have a 
valid photo I.D. and Social Security Card with them. 

When the ticket is drawn the winner will 
have ten (10) minutes to come forward. If no one 
responds during the ten (10) minutes, the ticket will 
be void and a new name will be drawn, following the 
same procedure until we have a winner. 

Important information: At the time you 
receive your drawing ticket, your name will already 
be on it. This ticket is for your use only. Any 
changes, whiteouts, deletions or obliterations of any 
type will result in the ticket being void. Please print 
all of the address information requested on the ticket. 
Rubber stamps or labels will be allowed, as long as 
they do not cover or interfere with the name informa- 
tion. Please do not fold or mutilate the tickets. Each 
ticket will be checked for compliance before it is 
deposited. 

Tour Operators, their agents, employees or 


drivers, employees of other Tribal gaming establish- 
ments, as well as employees of Seminole Casino - 
Brighton, Tribal employees assigned to work on the 
grounds of the Brighton Casino and immediate fami- 
ly members of these employees are not eligible to 
participate in the drawings. Official Rules & 
Regulations available at casino. 

New Year’s Eve Party! Make your plans 
now to ring in the New Year at Seminole Casino - 
Brighton. We have packed our 2002 New Year’s Eve 
Party with food, champagne, party favors, fun, 
excitement, and big money to be won! 

You won’t want to miss our Bingo Madness 
New Year’s Eve Bingo Session! We have packed 
this special session with 30 regular games each pay- 
ing $1,199, that’s over $35,000 in regular game pay- 
outs in one evening! 

Between 5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. everyone 
who purchases a ticket for this special bingo session 
will receive a Prime Rib Dinner! And that’s not all! 
At midnight there will be FREE champagne and 
Party Favors for everyone to ring in the New Year! 

The 2002 New Year’s Eve Party, Prime Rib 
Dinner and Bingo Madness Bingo Session Tickets 
will be sold in advance for $100.00 per person or at 
the door on the 31st for $120.00 per person. Ticket 
price includes the prime rib dinner buffet, the 
special Bingo Madness Bingo Session and the New 
Year’s Eve Party including party favors and 
champagne. Tickets are non-refundable. An original 
ticket must be presented at the door on the 3 1 st to 
obtain the prime rib dinner buffet and the special 
package of bingo paper for the 2002 Bingo Madness 
Bingo Session. No exceptions will be allowed. 

The 2002 New Year’s Eve Party will be cel- 
ebrated throughout the casino including FREE 
Buffets available for patrons of the Poker Room, 
Video Gaming Machine and Lounge areas beginning 
at 10:30 p.m. The Poker Room will be hosting a 3- 
IN-1 Tournament at 7:00 p.m. with a 14 player mini- 
mum. Free Champagne and Party Favors will be dis- 
tributed throughout the Casino to ring in the New 
Year. The Josiah Restaurant and Lounge will also be 
open for your dining convenience. 


Tampa Casino News 


The 24-Days of Christmas has returned to 
the Seminole Tampa Casino. Sueleen and her Elves 
worked overtime preparing the casino with beautiful 
decorations for the event, which has become a patron 
favorite over the years. 

Started on Dec. 1 and continuing until Dec. 
24, anyone playing in the regular session of Bingo 
receives a drawing slip. After each session, 50 slips 
are selected at random with the winners being sent a 
postcard. Bring the postcard back to another regular 


session between Dec. 4 and Dec. 30. At each of those 
sessions, four slips are drawn and the winners get 
their choice of the wrapped gifts. Over 400 draw- 
ings, and gifts, will be given out. 

Mondays and Fridays are two-for-one on 
any special or All-Nite strip, except Do-It-Yourself. 
Mystery Money Night is held every Tuesday. Games 
1-10 pay 10 times the last number called ($250 
minimum) and games 11-20 pay 1 5 times the last 
number called ($500 minimum). 


Rooer! Tree Cody founder Gear), age 50. 
Musician, Cum poser, Pirn a- Maricopa, 
kiwwfi the importance of fcea-pifrg the story 
alive. Ke is one of the many people the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of I he 
American Indian can cell trend and 
supporter. Ho knowsjpat he Is helping Jo 
preserve 1 he rich I'-uliure of his peopte. 
Preservation for generations. Ke knows 
that someday his great-granddaughter will 
thank him. 


The stories are about me and they are about you. 


I ho NMAI is working to make sure that the 
tradition is continued. The museum in 
■colfaboration with Native peoples is 
dedicaled to the preservation, study, and 
exhibition of the life, languages, history, and 
arts of the Americas. Currently the NMAI is 
building a muneum in Washington. D.C.. 
next to the U.S. Capital, where these 
powerful stories will be kepi afive. 




p 


■'gkat 

AM tilt CAN 

fll'IKI! 


Help Keep Ihe Slones Alive: 

Fof as little as £20 join the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian 
P.O. Do* 23473 
Washington. D.C. 20026 
Call today: (2(£} 357-3 1G4 or 
600-242-6624 
www.nmai.si.edu 


t 3 -SinithEDinaji 

Natiom! h&tsctmr Ajmtfrirjin Tudijn 
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We Provide More Credit 
to More Working People 




Ask AbOUl 




Convenient 
Terms 


5 CONVENIENT WAYS TO BUY 


VISA 


Taylors RidiJC by VaugKan-Bassett 

a beautifully crafted solid pine bedroom suite with 
pine veneers. Handsome in design. 

3-Piece Bedroom 

Triple Dresser, Mirror, Chest and Full or Queen 

Cannonball Headboard ^ AA8S 
with Footboard / / 


ESTABLISHED 1904 


HOME FURNISHING CENTERS 


1 1 7 S. Bond Street 
Clewiston, FL 
Phone: (863) 983-8166 


51 2 W. North Park Street 
Okeechobee, FL 
Phone: (863) 763-3823 


t 
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Health Comer ❖ Chaneege enchoge ❖ Cvfeknetv onakv 


Air Travel Tips for Diabetics 


Light The Night To Fight Diabetes 


By Suzanne Davis 

Since the September 1 1 tragedy, the FAA 
has stepped up security measures at airports and 
there are new guidelines to flying the skies with 
Diabetic supplies. 

The following are some helpful tips from the 
American Diabetes Association to help your next 
departure proceed smoothly: 

1) Insulin Syringes 

Passengers may board airplanes with 
syringes or insulin delivery systems only if 

they can produce a vial of insulin with a profes- 
sional, pharmaceutical pre-printed 

label that clearly identifies the medication. No 
exceptions will be made. 

Because the prescription information 
is on the outside of the box 
that contains the 
vial of insulin, it is 
recommended that you 
do not discard your insulin 
box so that it 

may be presented. 

2) Lancets 

This is the device 

you use to get the blood when you are testing your 
sugar. It is 

fine to board the plane with lancets, as long as 
they are capped and brought with 
a meter. 

The meter also needs to have the manufac- 
turer’s name labeled 

prominently on them, for example “Accu-check”. 
All meters received from the clinic 
are in compliance with this standard. 

3) Glucagon Kits 

For those patients who have been prescribed 
a glucagon kit, for extreme cases of 

low sugar, keep the kit intact with the pre-printed 


By Michael James 

On Jan. 1 , 2002, a Tribally-sponsored 
Diabetes research program is scheduled to begin. 

Coordinating the research efforts will be 
Suzanne Davis, Diabetes Coordinator and Helene 
Buster, R.N. Buster will be leaving the Big Cypress 
Clinic for one year to assist in the research study. 

The goal is to go into the homes of all tribal 
members from the ages of 1 0 years old and older and 
conduct a simple finger stick test to determine undi- 
agnosed diabetes and educate those at risk for dia- 
betes and related health problems. 

They intend to target those who are unable 
to visit the clinics or those who are simply unin- 
formed about this disease, which is becoming one of 
the most serious health challenges facing Native 
Americans in the United States today. The disease is 
very common in so many tribes, and morbidity and 
mortality from diabetes can be severe if not fatal. 

Information and education cannot be given 
enough with regards to this disease. Diabetes melli- 
tus is a group of diseases characterized by high blood 
levels of glucose. Diabetes results from defects in 
insulin secretion, in insulin action, or both. 

Most Native Americans have type 2 dia- 
betes, which usually develops in adults, but can 
develop in children or adolescents. As serious as dia- 
betes is, people can take measures to reduce the like- 
lihood of disability and death. 

Type 2 diabetes can be managed with 
healthy eating, physical activity, oral diabetes med- 
ications, and or injected insulin. Type 2 Diabetes is 
now very common in children age 10 and older, the 
beginning age of the research program to begin in 
January. 

According to a recent study conducted by 
Indian Health Services, of the 2.3 million self-identi- 
fied American Indians who receive care from the 
IHS, about 70,000 had diabetes. 

There are two categories of risk factors that 
increase the chance of type 2 Diabetes. The first is 
genetics. The second is medical and lifestyle risk fac- 
tors, including obesity, diet, and physical inactivity. 

Genetic background is a determining factor 
in the prevalence of type 2 Diabetes. In some tribes, 
the more full- blooded individuals were found to 
have the highest prevalence of type 2 Diabetes, as 
compared with those of more mixed heritage. 

Although the specific genes responsible for 
the inheritance of type 2 Diabetes have not been 
located, the Journal of Clinical Investigations pub- 
lished a report where NIDDK scientists studying the 
Pima Indians have identified a gene called FABP2 
that may play a role in insulin resistance. 

More recently a study published in the jour- 
nal Diabetes has shown that a variant more common 
in Pimas than Caucasians in the PPPIR3 gene is 
associated with type 2 diabetes and insulin resist- 
ance. 

A major risk factor for type 2 Diabetes 
among all races and ethnic groups is obesity. 
Although the study of obesity and energy metabo- 
lism in certain Native American populations has not 
been revealed, one theory of predisposition has been 


label from the pharmacy. 

4) Specific Airline Requirements 

These are general guidelines, some airlines 
may require additional precautions. 

Travelers are urged to phone their carriers one day 
in advance of scheduled flight 

departure to verify the airline’s diabetes medica- 
tion and supply policy. 

5) Difficulty at the airport 

If you experience difficulty with security as 
a result of your diabetes supplies, 
contact the “FAA Grounds Security 
Commissioner” at the airport, which will be able 

to assist with resolu- 
tion of the problem. 

6) Letter From 
Physician 

Please note, 

although the first recommen- 
dations were to have a letter of med- 
ical 

necessity from the prescribing physi- 
cian with regard to diabetic supplies, the 
FAA’s verbal directives to the ADA say those 
will not be accepted, due to forgery 
concerns. 

7) Please keep in mind that passengers are still 
encountering long delays at the 

airports and on the runways. Please be sure to 
keep your medication and insulin 
in your carry-on luggage. 

Also, plan ahead by keeping a healthy snack 
with you in the event you miss a 

meal. Remember, sugar that is too low can be just 
as bad as sugar that is too high. 

We hope that these tips will prove helpful 
for your next trip. Have a great time and a wonder- 
ful holiday from the Seminole Health Department. 
Merry Christmas! 


proposed. 

In 1962, the “thrifty gene” theory suggested 
that populations of indigenous people who experi- 
enced alternating periods of feast and famine gradu- 
ally adapted by developing a way to store fat more 
efficiently during periods of plenty to better survive 
famines. 

The degree to which obesity is a risk factor 
for diabetes depends greatly on the location of the 
excess weight. Central or upper body obesity is a 
stronger risk factor type 2 Diabetes than excess 
weight carried below the waist. 

Changes in physical activity and diet have 
changed significantly for many members of Native 
American groups over the past several decades. Diets 
are higher in fat and calories than traditional diets 
and physical activity has decreased. 

There are so many complications that arise 
from Diabetes, heart disease being one major result- 
ing problem. Among all American Indian popula- 
tions, cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of 
death. 

A study published in the American Journal 
of Epidemiology revealed that cardiovascular mortal- 
ity in Arizona, Oklahoma, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota was higher in American Indians compared 
with that of non-Hispanic whites in the United 
States. 

Other health problems resulting from dia- 
betes: strokes, although the incidence of stroke rates 
among Native Americans is not known; hypertension 
or high blood pressure; retinopathy- the deterioration 
of the blood vessels in the eye caused by high blood 
pressure; cataracts; nephropathy or renal disease and 
lower extremity amputations. 

Everyone has, in some way, been affected 
by this disease. Whether it was a family member or 
friend, we all have witnessed what this disease has 
done in the Seminole community. 

The Tribune has reported on individuals 
plagued by this problem, even reported on an indi- 
vidual why he was having dialysis. That is why it is 
so important that all participate in the research pro- 
gram beginning in January. 

Here are some important points to remem- 
ber: 

* About half of American Indian adults have diabetes; 
most have type 2 diabetes. Rates do vary markedly 
among tribes. 

*Type 1 diabetes in American Indian youth is rela- 
tively rare; however, recent reports highlight an 
increasing incidence of type 2 diabetes in children 
and adolescents. 

* American Indians have genetic, medical and 
lifestyle factors for type 2 diabetes. 

* American Indians with diabetes have a high inci- 
dence of diabetes complications such as eye and kid- 
ney disease, cardiovascular disease and lower 
extremity amputations. 

* Cardiovascular disease was the leading cause of 
death in American Indians, and diabetes is a high 
contributing risk factor for cardiovascular disease. 


Submitted by the Big Cypress Health Center 

BIG CYPRESS — The Light the Night and 
Fight Diabetes event was held on Nov. 14 at the old 
Hot Meals building. The event began with an inspir- 
ing prayer led by Pastor Hummingbird. 

With SPD’s sirens blaring, and each member 
of the group carrying a glowing, bright red balloon, 
the assembly began with an illuminating walk down 
the main road to the new Preschool building, through 
the driveway and back. 

Outside of the Hot Meals building, we 
offered our prayers to family, friends and community 
members who strive each day to live a healthy diabet- 
ic life. Inside, everyone enjoyed a savory baked 
chicken dinner with plenty of friendly conversation. 

FITTING IN EXERCISE 
Some of the conversation touched on finding the time 
to exercise. Finding the time to exercise is often as 
much of a challenge as a new aerobic workout. In 
fact, the number one reason given for not exercising 
is lack of time. That’s why it is important to come up 
with a regular exercise schedule - one that lets you 
know where and when you’re planning to work out 
each week. 

Of course, plans can change - but its better 
to skip a scheduled exercise session than to have no 
schedule at all. If you save your workouts for when- 
ever a spare moment “pops up,” you’ll end up exer- 
cising infrequently. Intermittent exercise increases 
your risk of injury because the muscles, bones, ten- 
dons and ligaments can receive too much stress, too 
soon. 

Your own schedule might involve a variety of work- 
out times - morning workouts on some days, for 
example, and lunchtime or after-work exercise ses- 
sions on other days. The key is to find a blend that 
works for you and to stick with it. 

You may find it helpful to buy an inexpen- 
sive calendar and schedule your planned workouts in 
advance. (You can check off each workout when 
you’re finished and even make notes for yourself.) 

Basic Scheduling Options 
Weekends usually provide the best time for full exer- 
cise sessions. Try to work out on Saturday and 
Sunday, and pencil in your planned workout times 
before the weekend begins. 

You may need to fit your exercise into your 


By Michael James 

DUBLIN, IRELAND - On Oct. 23, 2001, 

10 Tribal members boarded the jet for an 8-hour trip, 
stopping in Newfoundland and landing in Dublin, 
Ireland for the Dublin marathon. 

The Oct. 30 marathon is a 26.2 mile run. 
Marathon runners Helene Buster, Veronica Langley, 
Patty Waldron and Spencer Mims achieved what they 
had been training for months: finishing the marathon 
within the time limit. 

The group stayed in Ireland for 8 days, while 
there, they visited a few sights in Dublin, including 
Trinity College, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and rode on a 
bus tour of the beautiful green countryside. 

This was Helene’s third marathon. In 
January 2000, with the aid of the book, Sixteen Weeks 
to Non-Runners Marathon Book , Helene started train- 
ing for her first marathon, which took place in 
California two months later in March. 

Her training started slowly and in modera- 
tion. The first week she ran/walked 4 miles, the next 
day she increased her distance to 6 miles and, by the 
end of the week, finished by doing ten miles. The 
book is an easy, step-by-step training schedule written 
for those who have never run a marathon. 

After finishing the California marathon, 
Helene was motivated and began training for her sec- 
ond marathon in Tampa, which took place in 
December. 

Unfortunately, while training for her third 
marathon, which was to take place in Alaska, she 
strained the tendons in her ankle and was unable to 
participate. Once she recovered, Buster set her sights 
on Dublin. 

This marathon was particularly special, 
because of the support that was in attendance. 

Michele Thomas from the Brighton Chairman’s 
office, her son Trevor, Helene’s husband Andy, 
Veronica’s husband Bill Langley, Nery Mejicano, 
Wanda Billie, the flight attendant of the plane, the 
pilot and co-pilot were there to show their support. 

The runners literally had their own personal 
cheering section. The group encouraged the runners 
along the 26.2 mile run, and were at the end, cheering 
them on. 

Although the runners were given an eight- 
hour time limit to finish the 26.2 miles, Buster fin- 
ished in 6 hours. She says her time was slowed 
because of a ruptured blister. She ended up walking 
part of the marathon. 

The weather was also a factor, the day of the 
marathon was one of the coldest and windiest days 
the runners experienced of the eight days they were in 
Ireland . . . and it never warmed up. 

Helene is in training for her next marathon, 


preplanned weekend activities_ For example, if 
you’re planning to go to a beach or park, try schedul- 
ing a vigorous walk on the beach or a bike ride 
through the park. 

You may prefer an early morning workout, 
because you can shower afterwards and get on with 
your workday. When you get out of bed, spend 10 to 
15 minutes “puttering around” before you begin your 
exercise session (a cup of coffee or tea is OK, too, if 
you like). 

This gives your body a chance to shake off 
the effects of sleep. Be sure to warm up fully at the 
beginning of your workout. Many swimmers in par- 
ticular find they enjoy starting the day with a session 
of laps in the pool. 

If walking or biking is your favorite aerobic 
activity and you don’t perspire so heavily that you 
have to shower after a light workout, then walking or 
cycling to work (or your local bus or rail station, if 
you’re a commuter) can be another way of fitting in 
some aerobic exercise. 

Simply wear athletic shoes and keep an extra 
pair of dress shoes at the office. Or bring a pair of 
athletic shoes to work and fit in a walk on the way 
home. 

If you do not work outside the home or 
you’re self-employed and working from your home, 
you might enjoy breaking up your day with a work- 
out break. 

Instead of taking a 20-minute break to read 
the paper and have a snack, stretch the break out a 
few minutes longer and enjoy a 45 -minute walk, 
bicycle ride or swim, or put a favorite aerobics tape 
in your VCR. You’ll find that this exercise break is 
even more relaxing than putting your feet up. 

Lunchtime can also be a good time for a 45- 
minute walk, cycle or swim. If you’re a swimmer 
or prefer the facilities of a health club, your pool or 
club should be close to your place of business. 

You will probably need at least an hour for 
this type of workout. You may find that working out 
in the late afternoon or early evening fits your sched- 
ule best. It is generally recommended that late 
evening exercise be avoided as it may make falling 
asleep difficult. 

The key is to find an exercise schedule that 
fits your lifestyle and includes activities you enjoy. 


on Jan. 6, 2002, which is a 26 mile run at Disney 
World. In June, Buster plans to run the “Midnight 
Sun Run” in Alaska, which is the 26 mile run she 
missed earlier, due to injury. 

This was Patty Waldron’s first marathon 
ever. She participated in local 5k runs in the past, but 
never 26.2 miles. Waldron, who works at the 
Brighton Health Clinic as Medical Records 
Administrator and Clinic Supervisor, is married and 
has one daughter and one grandson. 

Patty has always made exercise a part of her 
life. “I took care of my mom who had diabetes and 
heart disease and saw what she went through, I knew 
I didn’t want to end up that way,” said Waldron, “I 
asked the doctor what it was that I could do and he 
said exercise and a healthy diet.” 

When Patty decided to run in Dublin, she 
also received the book 16 Weeks to Non Marathon 
Runners Book, which helped her to pace herself. She 
started training the summer before the run: in addition 
to her already established exercise regimen, Waldron 
began running twice a week. 

Waldron completed the marathon in Dublin 
in 5: 46:19. She, too, has the “marathon bug”. She 
plans to run a marathon in Naples, and a marathon in 
Nashville in April, 2002. Her goal, she emphasizes, is 
to finish both runs in less time. 

Waldron also hopes that she can encourage 
others to take care of themselves, exercise and eat 
healthy. 

Spencer Mims, aviation technician for the 
Tribe’s Gulfstream jet and helicopters, was simply 
supposed to accompany the plane to Ireland. 

However, when he heard about the 
marathon, Mims decided to participate as well. 

Mims, who has worked for the Tribe for over a year, 
began training in August 2000 when he participated 
in the weight loss contest at Big Cypress. His weight 
loss was attributed to running. Mims, incidently, won 
the contest. 

Mims began to train seriously about eight 
weeks before the group was scheduled to leave for 
Ireland. The popular marathon book was also given to 
Spencer, and it helped him coordinate his training 
schedule. 

In this, his first marathon, Spencer finished 
with a time of 4 hours and 51 minutes. 

Spencer has worked in the aviation industry 
for 22 years and currently is working on his private 
license. He still trains two to three times a week, run- 
ning on the treadmill and lifting weights in the gym- 
nasium at Big Cypress. 

The trip to Ireland lasted eight days and 
ended on Oct. 3 1 . The marathon takes place every 
year in Dublin and is considered an official holiday. 


Hollywood Gathers for “Light the Night” 


By Jeanne Hatfield, Health Educator 

HOLLYWOOD - November was 
National Diabetes Month. In recognition of this, 
the Health and Recreation Departments held an 
event called “Light the Night” on Nov. 13. 

The evening began at the gym, where 
Hollywood Councilman Max Osceola, Jr. and 
others spoke on the importance of Diabetes 
awareness. The group of over 60 community 
members and staff walked a path around the 
reservation, while holding balloons. 

However, these were no ordinary bal- 
loons. Each balloon had written on the outside 
of it, “Light the Night - Fight Diabetes!!”. 

Inside each balloon was a little light that kept 
on shining all night long, symbolizing the light 
of hope and promise in the fight against this 
disease. 

In addition, everyone was given a 
beautiful “Light the Night” t-shirt, designed by 
Lawrence Osceola. 

It was a great time and a lot of people 
showed up to light the night. After the walk, Paul 
Buster led the group in prayer before releasing the 
balloons to the heavens. All of the participants were 
then treated to a healthy and tasty meal to wrap up 
the evening. 

Many people expressed that they were very 
excited to be a part of this event. This was truly a 
special night because it was a wonderful way for 
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Hollywood Councilman Max Osceola, Jr. joined the 
Nov. 13 “Light the Night - Fight Diabetes” event. 


people to come together and show their support in 
the fight against diabetes. 

As simple as it may sound, taking a 30- 
minute brisk walk each day can help stave off adult- 
onset, or type 2, diabetes. It can also blunt the effects 
of the disease in those who already have it. 

Although November has come and gone, we 
should all remember that the more we are aware of 
this disease and the more we can do to fight it. 



Diabetes Research Program 
Scheduled to Begin January 2002 


Light the Night - Brighton Style 

By Melissa Hines, Brighton Health 
Educator 

BRIGHTON - On Thursday, 

Nov. 15, the community of Brighton came 
together in their fight against diabetes. 

The Light the Night walk was originally 
scheduled to be a walk around the rodeo 
arena, but Mother Nature had other plans, 
so we had to develop an alternate walking 
route, 1 5 laps around the gym. 

Several community members 
spoke about their fight with diabetes and 
their ways of preventing diabetes with 
two main components - exercise and diet. 

Pastor Wonder Johns started the walk 
with a speech and a prayer for the com- 
munity and those fighting the battle with 
diabetes. 

Connie Whidden, Health 
Director and Martha Jones spoke encour- 
aging words to the participants. Board 
Representative Alex Johns came out to 
show his support for the cause, speaking 
on the importance of prevention and man- 
agement of diabetes. 

I would like to thank the com- 
munity members who came out to make 
this event such a success and the speakers 
for sharing their experiences and knowl- 
edge. Together as a team, we can come 
closer to winning the battle against dia- 
betes! 



Suzanne Davis and Health Director Connie Whidden attended 
the Nov. 15 “Light the Night” event. 


Tribal Members Compete In Dublin Marathon 
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Who is your child's best friend? What does your child do for fun? What did your child do at school today? Does you 
child know about drugs? These are a few simple things that a parent should know about their child. Take the time to 
become involved with your children and communicate to our youth that drugs arc not a part of our Native cultures. 
For more information on talking to your kids about drugs, please call 1.800.7SS.2SOO. 


Communication. The Anti^Drug. 

Office of National Drug Control Policy 
www. T Lean ridrug.com 
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Announcements ❖ Ahnahhegeh ❖ Nakorkerkecetv 


Happy Birthday • Heech-ka-ta-hon-ka En-neh-ta-ke Sha-faach-kee-ke 
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Anniversary 



To Sophia: Happy 17th Birthday 
from Mom and Dad. 



To Pelona: Happy late Birthday 
from you Mom and Dad and many more. 



To David Eagle Sr. 


Happy Birthday on January 28th. I just 
thank the Lord for letting us see each 
other again. Especially from Chilocco 
High School. Have a good one! 


Yours truly, 
Rosetta J. 



Happy Belated Birthday 
December 5 To Chelsea Mountain 
Happy Birthday December 30 Byron 
Billie 

From John Billie Junior & Esther Gopher 
& Kristen Billie 



Happy Birthday Sarah 
McDonald on 11/26, we hope you enjoy 
your special day and got everything you 
wanted (and deserved). 

You are a great boss, friend, 
cousin, mother, sister, wife and all around 
human being. We hope you have a great 
year and celebrate many more birthdays 
with all those who care about you! 



Chawndra, I wanna wish you a 
Happy Birthday, I love you and I miss 
you too. Chawndra you’ve grown up to 
be a very beautiful person with 2 
beautiful children, I am so proud of you 
and I know Grandma would be too. I 
wish I knew then what I know now, 
things would have been different. Also, 
have a Merry Christmas! 

Love Ya. Love, Mom 

Merry Christmas to all my 
children, I love you and I miss you, 
Chawndra, Susan, Jason, Stephanie, 
Beaver, Daylyn, Kadin, Claireece, 
Angelina, and Ooshkenehche. I love ya, 
Love, Mom 



Happy 17th Birthday to Ms. 
Paige Marie Osceola, bom on December 
9th. Love, Mom (Marilyn) 


Happy 1 8th Birthday to Daniel 
Lee Bullard, born on December 16. 
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Happy Birthday to Arianna 
Nunez. Ari turned 5 years old on Dec. 1, 
2001. Love and kisses, Daddy David, 
Mommie Anita, Ali, Apple and Ami. 



Happy Birthday to Ami Nunez. 

Ami turned 7 years old on Nov. 2, 2001. 
Love and kisses, Daddy David, Mommie 
Anita, Ali, Apple and Ari. 

To: Mom/Grandma Eva. 

Happy Birthday and many more. We all 
Love you. 

From: Alana, Cagey, Joey, E.G. 
and Blue Jay, Eli and all your 
grandyoungins. 


December Birthdays 


Mary Billie Dec. 26 
Louise Doctor Tigertail Dec. 25 
Jack Henry Motlow Dec. 30 
Louise Motlow Dec. 2 
Maude Geneva Frank Dec. 1 1 
Joe Dan Osceola Dec. 20 
Mildred Booth Bowers Dec. 4 
Mary Jane Robbins Dec. 31 
Lottie Mae Huff Dec. 31 
Guy Robert Osceola Dec. 9 
Raymond H. Cypress Dec. 27 
Patricia Ann Bowers Dec. 3 
Alice Tiger Dec. 23 
Freeman Joe Bowers Dec. 6 
Jack Smith, Jr. Dec. 9 
Teresa Jumper Dec. 1 1 
Joe Benjamin Osceola Nov. 19 
Sarah Ann Sampson Dec. 13 
Billy Joe Johns Dec. 27 
Bobbie Jennie Baker Dec. 31 
Frances Jimmie Pelkey Dec. 15 
Gary C. Billie Nov. 22 
Josephine Motlow North Dec. 24 
Mike Hall, Sr. Dec. 27 
Jesse Billie Nov. 5 
Robin Buster Dec. 20 
John Mckinley Osceola, Jr. Dec. 20 
Richard Lee Doctor Dec. 14 
Betty Ann King Dec. 27 
Diane Jim Snow Dec. 2 
Linda Sue Tommie Dec. 2 
Tom Tommie Daniels Dec. 3 
Boettner Roger Jumper Dec. 6 
Diane Osceola Dec. 18 
Carolyn Billie Dec. 22 
Ronnie Jimmie Dec. 28 
Timothy Henry Motlow Dec. 31 
Edmond Perry Billie Dec. 15 
Fred Hall Dec. 24 
John Hall, Sr. Dec. 24 
Donna Frank Dec. 28 
Johnny Jones Dec. 20 
Virgil Doctor Dec. 2 
Terrijo Denise Nelson Dec. 21 
Clifton Eugene Huggins, Jr. Dec. 29 
Stanlo Jeffery Johns Dec. 7 
Marla Henry Wilson Dec. 9 
Todd Kevin Osceola Dec. 14 
Joyce Jumper Dec. 29 
Donna Madrigal Turtle Dec. 30 
Fredona Jean Frias Dec. 9 
Karen Marie Tommie Dec. 14 
Jack Elliot Chalfant Dec. 24 
Mary Jane Billie Dec. 27 
Abelardo Edwin Garcia, Jr. Dec. 2 
Dollie Michele Thomas Dec. 12 
Dean Cameron Youngblood Dec. 14 
Michael Buck Henry Dec. 21 
Richard Lyle Osceola Dec. 9 
Helena Cypress Dec. 19 
Halbert Ellis Morehouse Dec. 23 
Freddie Tommie Dec. 23 
Tina Lee Jim Dec. 24 
Israel Osceola Colon Dec. 8 
Laura Ann Billie Dec. 21 
Sam Charlie Micco Dec. 21 
Vinson Phillip Osceola Dec. 28 
Matthew Michael Haught Dec. 8 
Cornelius Theodore Cypress Dec. 11 
Rosavell Billie Dec. 15 
Shane Cypress Dec. 15 
Kashane Stephen Tiger Dec. 19 
Todd Christopher Johns Dec. 21 
Wayne Nelson Osceola Dec. 30 
Keith D Billie Dec. 1 
David Allen Stivers Dec. 3 
Carol Osceola Dec. 15 
Stacy Marie Jones Dec. 17 
Jessica Billie Buster Dec. 8 
Leah Joan Osceola Dec. 9 




Happy Birthday to our Dad, 
Vinson P. Osceola, born on December 
28. We love you always; Victor and 
Shelli Osceola. 

Another year and another candle 
you will have to surrender to. You are 
always in our prayers and we wish you all 
that you deserve. Look at it as better and 
wiser, as you’ve been in our eyes and 
hearts. Love you Vinson, have a great 
day! Forever; Mom (Virginia), Sister 
(Valerie), Brother (Wesley), Brother 
(Jesse), Son (Victor), and Daughter 
(Shelli). 

Happy Birthday to Glenda 

Waser of the Information Systems 
Department, who was born on December 
4, hope you had a great day and got 
everything you wished for! 

From all your friends here at the 
Tribal office: Teresa, Linda, Carol, Sandi, 
Joann, Dee, Alexandra, and too many to 
others to mention! 

Happy Birthday to Mildred 

Bowers of the Accounting Department, 
born December 4, no, you can’t have any 
Krispy Kreme donuts, but I hope you had 
a good birthday celebration. 


Happy 1 st Anniversary 12-2-01 and 
Happy Birthday 12-28-01 to the Best 
Man on Earth, Vinson Osceola! I’m the 
lucky one! Thanks for all the love you 
give. I love you, Camellia Smith Osceola. 


To The People 


You know I’ve sat many night thinking, 
and 

Writing about what life means. 

What does jail mean? What my purpose 
is? 

I have yet to find answer. 

The older dudes in here are either to far 
gone in 

their insanity. Or they just think they 
know more 

than they really do. However, I tend to 
find myself 

Drifting in deep thoughts of home. 

Home is on the 64th Avenue. The home 
of the brave, 

The land of the crazy. Wishing I was on 
the block 

Kickin ’ it with family and friends my 
dogs, the females. 

Everyday I awake. I curse the day I 
entered this cell. 

I curse myself for committing the crimes 
of which 

I’ve committed. Lord knows I do I’ve 
received 

No mail, I’ve received no visits, I have 

received 

No love. 



Michele Cypress Dec. 1 1 
Gwendolyn Gay Isaac Dec. 12 
Gary Neal Waggerby, Jr. Dec. 18 
Kimberly Carol Willie Dec. 25 
Carmalita Betsy Osceola Dec. 16 
Marlin Rose Miller Dec. 3 
Sunny Hayes Frank Dec. 9 
George Barry Micco Dec. 21 
Marissa Kay Baker Dec. 12 
Carla Cypress Dec. 24 
Jodi Rene Clay Dec. 28 
Dawn Marie Snow Dec. 17 
Tony Lee Osceola Dec. 6 
Trishana Mary Storm Dec. 17 
Victoria Josh Dec. 20 
James Lester Holt, II Dec. 21 
David Earl Nelson Dec. 27 
Jana Rae Elizabeth Billie Dec. 7 
Roy Alvarado, Jr. Dec. 17 
Patricia Lynn Osceola Dec. 17 
Duane Shore Jones Dec. 21 
Vanessa Lynne Osceola Dec. 21 
Randolph Tucker Dec. 29 
Janine Catrina Cypress Dec. 3 
Marked Alan Billie Dec. 4 
Christopher Lee Plunkett Dec. 12 
Thomas McGown Storm, Jr. Dec. 16 
Natoshia Rexanne Osceola Dec. 23 
Chawndra Jo-Ellen Billie Dec. 29 
Latoyia Talacey Thomas Dec. 4 
Jeremiah Lee Sanchez Dec. 5 
Charlie Jackson Tiger, Jr. Dec. 26 
Camilla Adrienne Frank Dec. 29 
Justin Travis Osceola Dec. 15 
Crystal Leshun Sneed Dec. 22 
Kristin Marie Drake Dec. 27 
America Marie Ramirez Dec. 2 
Lansey King Dec. 1 1 
Daniel Lee Bullard Dec. 16 
Toahooke Billidine Bowers Dec. 22 
Joshua Leon Sneed Dec. 30 
Nicki Louise Osceola Dec. 6 
Sophia Pauline Perez Dec. 7 
Robert William Tiger Dec. 8 
Paige Marie Osceola Dec. 9 
Nolan Stuart Bowers Dec. 21 
Jessica Ann Osceola Dec. 23 
Timothy Nolan Gopher Dec. 9 
Leanna Leshamia Sapp Dec. 10 
Kyle Allen Johns Dec. 12 
Joel Micco Bowers Dec. 13 
Karen Sue Cypress Dec. 19 
Legus Eugene Bowers Dec. 23 
Donald Wayne Green Dec. 30 
Clarissa Lindsay Tiger Dec. 9 
Reuben Henry Billie, Jr. Dec. 12 
David Thomas Anderson, Jr. Dec. 17 
Cody Jacquiline Motlow Dec. 26 
Byron Lee Billie Dec. 30 
Shadoe Adrienne Justina Billie Dec. 3 1 
Randi Lee Willie Dec. 31 
Heather Lorraine Billie Dec. 4 
Joshua Daniel Osceola Dec. 20 
Zachary James Battiest Dec. 22 
Maranda Jonell Bear Dec. 1 
Kory Dion Sanders Dec. 1 
Cierra Mildred Baker Dec. 4 
Chelsea Blair Mountain Dec. 5 
Joni Helen Josh Dec. 7 
Brittany Billie Dec. 8 
Robert Gerald Tartsah Dec. 13 
Aaron Stephen Tommie Dec. 24 
Angelo Eugene Tommie Dec. 24 
Jonathan Thomas Fish Dec. 28 
Ariana Celeste Cypress Dec. 6 
Brittany Shantel Thomas Dec. 13 
Tomasina Nichole Gillian Dec. 25 
Melanie Danielle Jones Dec. 1 


Darryl Dean Fuentes Dec. 7 
Dejong Jones Frank Dec. 9 
Ryan Bert Osceola Dec. 1 1 
Daylon Sam Youngblood Dec. 12 
Dylanie Shayne Henry Dec. 2 
Eric Scott Robinson Dec. 4 
Anthony Lance Balentine Dec. 8 
Ashton Danielle Baxley Dec. 10 
Madison Alan Tiger Dec. 17 
Ashley Ann Escobar Dec. 29 
Jordan Nathaniel Rodriguez Dec. 29 
Renee Amber Stivers Dec. 1 
Quinnton Lee Tiger Dec. 3 
Nelson Wayne Billie Dec. 10 
Marcell Reece Tubby, Jr. Dec. 13 
Ryan Matthew Cypress Dec. 15 
Jordan Jess Jumper Dec. 27 
Dakota Desiree Wheeler Dec. 30 
Darren Louis Jim Dec. 1 
Taylor Henry Bettiest Dec. 6 
Elena Michelle Jim Dec. 7 
Valentino Noah Romero Dec. 9 
Janet Rae Smith Dec. 15 
Karlito Nicholas Wargolet Dec. 19 
Paul Billie Dec. 22 
Blair Scott Osceola Dec. 30 
Echo Joseph Wolf Dec. 1 
Marissa Marie Osceola Dec. 2 
Warren James Gore Dec. 12 
Wyatt Hunter Motlow-North Dec. 15 
Christian William Alexander Dec. 1 9 
Jonathan Devon Bowers Dec. 23 
Airianna Dakota Nunez Dec. 1 
Trystyn Marianne Storm Dec. 4 
Anthony Henry Joe Dec. 10 
Silver Elizabeth Wolf Dec. 1 0 
Cameron Neil Osceola Dec. 1 1 
Ethan Ray smith Dec. 1 1 
Alyssa Courtney Thomas Dec. 15 
Eliza Michelle Mora Dec. 24 
Carmen Jean Billie Dec. 30 
Gerret Hyde Osceola Dec. 30 
Tyra Shanece Baker Dec. 6 
Royce Gerret Osceola Dec. 10 
Alonzo D’An Bowers-Tommie Dec. 12 
Wyatt Toby Youngman Dec. 14 
Joel Roman Arroyo Dec. 16 
Chloe Marie Smith Dec. 19 
Blige Sean Christophe Cypress Dec. 21 
Ignacia Kaloni Rodriguez Dec. 21 
Little Bobby Osceola Dec. 26 
Isaiah Osceola Pichardo Dec. 26 
Samuel Lee Osceola Dec. 30 
Tameron Pry ce Wilcox Dec. 31 
Ethan Scott Adam Dec. 3 
Darrah Shay Billie Dec. 4 
Tyrek Kelvon Lasane Dec. 4 
Alonzo Tristan Wargolet Dec. 7 
Demetric Odessa Billie Dec. 10 
Makayle Danielle Gonzales Dec. 13 
Crysten Camie Smith Dec. 15 
Miguel Jesus Dillon Dec. 25 
Kelin Timber Bert Dec. 30 
Howie Cid Moncada Drake Dec. 1 
J-Wayco Jessy Billie Dec. 9 
Chahechom Daniel Osceola Dec. 9 
Gherri Dean Lea Osceola Dec. 12 
Brain Lee Bishop Dec. 16 
Eyanna Lee Billie Dec. 17 
Hunter Rayne Strickland Dec. 18 
Jessi Pearl Harmon Dec. 21 
Candace May Davis Dec. 22 
Myron Cypress Dec. 25 
Chaska Nodin Osceola Dec. 26 
Mason Brandon Micco Dec. 3 1 
Phyllis Maydell Osceola Dec. 1 
Jillian Yvonne Rodriguez Dec. 1 
Silas Tristian Madrigal Dec. 4 
Sage Leana Motlow Dec. 7 
Rocky O’ Shane Garcia Dec. 12 
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Jobs ❖ Tahgathkege Ahhuglahpehge 


Hollywood 






Job Title: 

Office Clerk (PIT) 

Job Title: 





Location: 

Hollywood, Utilities 

Location: 



Job Title: 

Cook Assistant 

Open Date: 

10-03-01 

Open Date: 



Location: 

Hollywood, Preschool 

Salary: 

$8.00 per hour with benefits 

Salary: 



Open Date: 

11-20-01 




Job Title: 

Accountant 

Salary: 

$18,150-22,000 annually 

Job Title: 

Patient Services Coordinator 

Job Title: 

Location: 

Hollywood, Accounting 


with benefits 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Location: 

Open Date: 

12-05-01 



Open Date: 

10-24-01 

Open Date: 

Salary: 

$45,000 annually with 

Job Title: 

Executive Administrator 

Salary: 

$21,840 annually with 

Salary: 


benefits 

Location: 

Hollywood, President's Office 


benefits 




Open Date: 

10-10-01 



Job Title: 

Job Title: 

Alligator Wrestler 

Salary: 

$ negotiable with benefits 

Job Title: 

Plumber 


Location: 

Hollywood, Okalee Village 



Location: 

Hollywood, 

Location: 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Job Title: 

Foster Care Worker (1) 


Housing/Construction 


Salary: 


Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Open Date: 

10-17-01 

Open Date: 



Open Date: 

10-03-01 

Salary: 

$24,960 annually with 

Salary: 

Job Title: 

Building Custodian 

Salary: 

$ Negotiable with benefits 


benefits 


Location: 

Hollywood, Building & 





Job Title: 


Grounds 

Job Title: 

Librarian II 

Job Title: 

Receptionist 

Location: 

Open Date: 

11-29-01 

Location: 

Hollywood, Tribal Library 

Location: 

Communications 

Open Date: 

Salary: 

$24,960 annually with 

Open Date: 

11-07-01 

Open Date: 

11-07-01 

Salary: 


benefits 

Salary: 

$ Negotiable with benefits 

Salary: 

$18,720 with benefits 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker/Janitor 

Job Title: 

Secretary II 


Location: 

Hollywood, Gaming 

Location: 

Hollywood, Okalee Village 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health 


Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Open Date: 

10-24-01 


Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 

Salary: 

$14,560 with benefits 

Salary: 

$26,000 annually with 

nljm 


benefits 




benefits 

HTi 



Job Title: 

Medical Records Assistant 




Job Title: 

Community Outreach 

Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Job Title: 

Senior Administrative 



Coordinator 

Open Date: 

10-24-01 


Assistant 


Location: 

Hollywood, Health 

Salary: 

$26,000 - 32,000 annually 

Location: 

Hollywood, Madio Adjusting 


Open Date: 

10-24-01 


with benefits 


Company 


Salary: 

$29,100 - 35,600 annually 



Open Date: 

7-19-01 



with benefits 



Salary: 

$ Negotiable with benefits 



Snake Handler 
Hollywood, Okalee Village 
9-10-01 

$20,800 with benefits 

Surveillance Operator 
Hollywood, Gaming 


Telecommunications 

Manager 

Hollywood, Information 
Systems 
11 - 20-01 

$ Negotiable with benefits 

Transporter 
Hollywood, Health 
10-24-01 

$18,720 annually with 
benefits 


Big Cypress 


Job Title: 

Cook 

Job Title: 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Location: 


School 

Open Date: 

Open Date: 

10-03-01 

Salary: 

Salary: 

$9.00 per hour 

Job Title: 

Job Title: 

Community 

Health/Representative 

Location: 

Location: 

Big Cypress, Health 

Open Date: 

Open Date: 

11-29-00 

Salary: 

Salary: 

$18,700 annually with 
benefits 

Job Title: 

Job Title: 

Counselor 


Location: 

Big Cypress 

Location: 

Open Date: 

11-29-01 

Open Date: 

Salary: 

$ Negotiable with benefits 

Salary: 

Job Title: 

Instructional Aide 


Location: 

Big Cypress, Ahfachkee 

Job Title: 

Open Date: 

11-29-01 

Location: 

Salary: 

$9.00 hourly with benefits 

Open Date: 
Salary: 


Library Coordinator 

Big Cypress, Tribal Library 

11-07-01 


Maintenance Worker 
Big Cypress, Building & 
Grounds 
12-05-01 

$18,720 annually with 
benefits 

Operator Maintenance 
Trainee (2) 

Big Cypress, Utilities 

9- 10-01 

$18,720 annually with 
benefits 

Secretary 

Big Cypress, Family Services 

10- 17-01 

$20,800 with benefits 


Brighton 



Job Title: 

Carpenter 



Location: 

Brighton, 

Job Title: 

Nutritionist 


Housing/Construction 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Open Date: 

6-25-01 

Open Date: 

8-09-01 

Salary: 

$33,280 annually with 

Salary: 

$35,000 annually with 


benefits 


benefits 

Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Job Title: 

Operator Maintenance 

Location: 

Brighton, Gaming 


Trainee 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Location: 

Brighton, Utilities 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 

Open Date: 

8-16-01 


benefits 

Salary: 

$18,700 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Companion Care 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 


Coordinator 

Location: 

Brighton, Gaming 

Location: 

Brighton, Health 

Open Date: 


Open Date: 

11-20-01 

Salary: 


Salary: 

$ Negotiable with benefits 





Job Title: 

Water Quality Sampler 1 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Location: 

Brighton, Water Resources 

Location: 

Brighton, Building & 


Department 


Grounds 

Open Date: 

9-10-01 

Open Date: 

10-03-01 

Salary: 

$18,500 annually with 

Salary: 

$14,500 with benefits 


benefits 


2002 Tribal Fair Poster Contest 


Poster Contestant Groups: 
Group One: Kindergarten, 

First Grade 

Group Two: Second Grade, 
Third Grade, and Fourth Grade 

Group Three: Fifth Grade, 
Sixth Grade, and Seventh Grade 

Group Four: Eight Grade, 
Ninth Grade, Tenth Grade 

Group Five: Eleventh Grade, 
Twelfth Grade 

Entries due: At Parent 
Advisory Committee designated location 
on or before December 27, 2001. 

Dates: Contest begins 
September 1, 2001, Contest ends: 
December 27, 2001 and Judging will 


take place on January 10, 2002. Three 
judges selected specific to 
reservation/area. 

Display: All winners displayed 
at the Tribal Fair 2002. 

All non-winners displayed on 
specific reservation/area preferably at 
the local Tribal Library. 

Winner featured in The 
Seminole Tribune. 

Theme: Education - What It 

Means To Me. 

Participants: Members of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Hollywood 
Reservation, Big Cypress Reservation, 
Brighton Reservation, Immokalee 
Reservation, Tampa Reservation and 
Non-Residents. 


Contest: Standard poster board 

size. 

Media: Collage, Poem with 
artwork, Painting, Pen and Ink Sketches, 
WaterColors, Mixed Media. 

Judging: Visual Affect, 
Creativity, Layout/Organization and 
Copying/Reproduction will not be 
judged. 

Awards: 1 . First Place will 
receive $100.00, 2. Second Place - 
$75.00, 3. Third Place - $50.00, 4. 
Honorable Mention - $20.00 plus 
medallion, 5. Honorable Mention - 
$20.00 plus medallion, 6. All non-cash 
awarded participants - ribbon “For 
Participation” 


Christmas Notice 

The New Testament Baptist 
Church in Big Cypress invites 
everyone to visit on Christmas Day, 
Dec. 25. There will be a Christmas 
church service, with Harry Douglas 
of Oklahoma bringing the message. 
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Immokalee 


Job Title: 

Commissioner 

Location: 

Immokalee, Gaming 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 
benefits 

Job Title: 

Maintenance Worker 

Location: 

Immokalee, Building & 
Grounds 

Open Date: 

10-24-01 

Salary: 

$14,500 with benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Location: 

Immokalee, Gaming 

Open Date: 

3-07-01 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

V 


T/iiiin/i 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 
benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Location: 

Tampa, Gaming 

Open Date: 

3-07-01 

Salary: 

$17,680 with benefits 

V 



Coconut Creek 


Job Title: 

Commission Officer 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Open Date: 

10-31-00 

Salary: 

$28,000 annually with 
benefits 

Job Title: 

Surveillance Operator 

Location: 

Coconut Creek, Gaming 

Open Date: 

3-07-01 

Salary: 

V 

$17,680 annually with 
benefits 


Christmas 

Celebration! 

Trail Indian Independent Baptist 
Church 

Jack H. Motlow, Senior Pastor 

Sunday, December 23, 2001 
Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 

Lunch at 12:00 noon 
Dinner at 5:00 p.m. 

Services at 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Play - “A King is Born” 

Tamiami Trail 
5 miles past 40 mile bend 


Aerobic Classes 

Currently Held On: 
Mondays at 5:15 p.m. 
Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. 
Thursdays at 5:15 p.m. 

In the Big Cypress Gym 

Get in shape for the 
reservations rally! ! 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Vicky at 
(954) 804-4035. 


Take a^-cyber-tour of Indian Country 







V * 

'J 




web ring ^ 

www.indiancircle.com 

a compilation oftfFederally Reqdgniz 

Indian websites all over the intern e^- — 

v 



Marketplace 

T ont/ne. snapping plaza 

www.seminoletribe.com 

Visit the Seminole Tribe without leaving your chickee. 


Hear unique Seminole sounds; Subscribe to the Seminole Tribune; 
Selection of baskets, jewelry, dolls and clothing; Discover the 
Seminole culture through books and videos. 



Tribat Dividends Accepted 

24 3 peetly Release ■ ProTessional Service 

ThI: Q54. 5E3_a-|1fl 32 rt 2 W. BmwjirBi Biv eI. Furr VmijeIhmIaIk. FI. 553-r 



Telephone (954) 962-5640 
(954) 962-2333 
Fax: (954) 962-7242 

BARRY GODIN INSURANCE AGENCY INC. 

BARRY GODIN 

Agent 


FLORA GODIN 

Agent 

708 N. State Road 7 (Hwy 441) 
Hollywood, FL 33021 



PUjlMUUy 

FULL SERVICES CAR WASH 


Open Bjsrra TOMMIE DANIbU. 

M S&H Semtota Up: (*«« Tpp-atlE 


ProMed Walk-In Clinic 

Confidential walk-in care for: 

Illness & injury 
Physicals for adults & children 
Gynecology, female exams, birth control 

863 - 467-7377 

309 NW 5th Street, Okeechobee, FL 34972 

Seminole Tribal Member Owned - Beechstreet Insurance Accepted 


Big Screen Specialist 

(954) 961-1100 

Free Estimates *carry in only 

The Video Hospital 

6766 Pines Blvd. 


Chickee Baptist Church 

64th Ave. and Josie Billie 
Hollywood Seminole Reservation 

Sunday Morning Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Rev. Arlen Payne: Pastor 
(954) 894-5651 
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November 30, 2001 



MonstdPs Inc 


Powaerpuff’ Girls 




MonstejyTrack iote control) 


/ that makes w>ise, Barbie 
Bike to ride, paint set 


A Powder Pwf 


ceola 


puppy" that barks 


Real Puppy <& Star' Wars Toys 


ower 


Star Wars good 


ction figure 


Paint 


Monsters In£. To 


Terrell aptneogBy. . 

Toy Cars **}■.... 

(one red, one green, oni orange) 


Power, 


eT C^Sfeola. . . 

igator^vXow, Horse, Elephant 


ToyvUjons, Tigers 



